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A Local Reminder of Jonestown, 30 years Later
By Kimberly Gomez, Ledger Contributing Writer
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Micheltarena Street hameowner Barry lsaacson with the found briefease.

SILVER LAKE—“When Barry
Isaacson and his wife, Jenny
bought their home on Mi-
cheltorena Sereet in 1993, they
were told that the house had
once belonged to [, Herbert
Alexander, a former Los Ange-
les City College professor and
his wife Frieda.

The mid-century modern
architecrural had recently been
restored to its original gran-
deur, having fallen into serious
disrepair after the Alexanders
suffered the loss of their only
daughter, Phyllis  Chaikin;
their son in law, Gene and
two grandchildren in the 1978
Jonestown  Guyana  tragedy,
the mass suicides and mur-
ders of 900 men, women, and
children by the ingestion of
potassium cyanide mixed with
punch and in tranquilizers ac
the order of the Rev. Jim Jones,
leader of the People’s Temple.

Chillingly, the Isaacsons were
told that a cache of letters be-
tween Eh’: ﬁlcxandtr:-i Flrld. E]'] eir
daughter may be hidden away
on the propercy—Ileft behind
when the Alexanders moved
to West Los Angeles.

Through the vears, Isaac-
son had keprta halt-hearred eye
our tor the described secrered
treasure but was surprised in
February when a handyman
made a discovery in his home’s
CTH."-VI SPHCC.

“Part of me didn’t want to
intrude on this cragedy,” said
[saacson. "Now I have to get
into this since the handyman
dug it up.”

Whar Isaacson found
was a vinyl hard-sided brief
case, Ifs I.L'lfl:i CI.UE'IJ.TCE I.'LIEEC!J.
through the years. Inside were
letters, from Phyllis Chaikin
Hﬂd ﬂlﬁﬂ' s0Ime :FFDITI tl'lf ecn-

aged Gail, who was 13 when
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she perished. Countless news-
paper and magazine clippings
of the Nov. 18th event were
also found.

One found lecter was a copy
from the Alexanders to their
daughter. The letter was dated
Sept. 2lst, 1977 and :-;ign-r:d
“vour mother and facher.”

“We have tried in every way
to make an adjustment o an ex-
tremist radical movement that
has swallowed vou and your
tamily... This adherence to a
religious oriented radical move-
ment which isolates your chil-
dren... is nor our conceprion
of Socialism, Christianity and
social reform,” the letter read.

“T think the letters repre-
sent an important find,” said
Jonestown expert, Fielding
McGehee, a journalist who
oversees the Jonestown In-
stitute and whose sisters and
nephew died in the tragedy.

“It shows that the people
on the ourside were very con-
cerned and frustrared and how
that contributed to their own
devastation.”

In the 1970s, rthe lacal
branch of the People’s Temple
was located at the corner of
Hoover Street and  Alvarado
Terrace. At the time, it had more
than 2,000 members recruired
largely from the communities of
Compron and Warts.

The Chaikins were mem-
bers of the San Francisco Bay
Area People’s Temple and used
to travel by bus caravan with
Jim Jones tor church-wide ser-
vices in Los Angeles.

see fonestorwn page 8



Jonestown from page 4

The Chaikins were known
to be part of Jim Jones' inner
circle and instrumental in man-
aging the Guyana settlement.

“Ostensibly,  they  were
dedicared socialists that be-
lieved Jonestown was a uto-
pian religious communicy and
they were crearing a socialist
paradise on carth,” said hom-
COWner ISEIH{:SCI]'.I.

In anocher lecter, the Al-
exanders wrote: “We have ar
long last opened our hearts
to you, expressing the sorrow
and agony, which we have re-
strained over five long years.
Any time you express the
wish to resume normal rela-
tions and exchange with us,
the past will be forgotren.”

Bur letters from their
daughter remained upbear.

“Dear folks, have nort

heard from
vou—mail  to
the interior is
delayed, I won-
der how you
are doing...”

Her ex-
changes proud-
ly describe her
work  in  the
medical fa-
cilities at Jon-
estown and are poetic in her
description of her daily experi-
£nce.
“The .'-'.rn:ngth and prin-
ciples you planted into me at
an early age... are now flower-
ing in fertile soil... T am thou-
sands of miles from you, the
electronic  communications
are limirted berween us buc |
am more your daughter than
I've ever been before.”

Seven months later, the
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The briefcase was filled with letters and newspaper
and magazine clippings on the mass suicide/murder.

Chaikins died in one of his-
tory's largest mass suicide/
murders.

The letters have been do-
nated to the Jonestown Insti-
tuee and made available for
turcher srudy ar jonestown.
Sr.ls;u.::du.

Isaacson, who is a feature
flm producer, would like o
I'If_'ﬂl' Flﬂl'.l.] an}?nm: “?hﬂ ]-:ncw
the Famih.r |:|-}r cma[l[ng him:
barry2003%@yahoo.com.
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