MARCELINE JONES

It was not until we came to California that J%n began actually preaching
that there was no God--you know, a materialist perspective-more openly.
Frioe to that he did, however, point put the inconaistencies in the
Bible,Foeple left, outraged when he began this.And he was forced off
the air for teaching this on his radio bradcast.

FE-1-5e



Marceline p.2

e had a wire-h-i.red ten-ier dog vho vas reallyin bad condition-- the fur wvasik
all stuck together, and 3*m chose that time—- vhen all these starchy
ministers vere sitting in the house, eating, to clip the dogs hair short
prixprix and lather him with this foul smelling ocintment, and he turned the
dog loose in the wifx middle of the living room. God, vhat a stink. i=m
Everybody vas 8o horrified by the Whole thing, and I ddont think he planned
to disrupt shax everything, but with Jim you never know; k He wvas _jult

so unconventicnal, such a non-conformist—- amdxx thmt rather than him

conforming to their notions of propriety, they in & sense, ospocially my

mother, wvere torced to conform to him,

Right after ve vere married we had gone back to spemd the summer , Ve wvere
vorking and living vith my parents, so we could get money for the university
" pext fall. Jim wasnt nineteen yet, and my mother made some remark about it
not being Christian to intermarry. Well. Jim statred throwing our stuff in
bags and swikwxx suiteases, and we got in the car and went to Indiannapolis
and they didnt know where we were for a long time. And vhen we vent back to
Richmond, ve'd go to his mothers place.If myparents walked in the front door,
he walked out the back door, And this went on for months, antil finally
they had to bend, There was no compromise in him, X would speak, but he
vould not.They came hig way.

Wewere studdnts at Indiana university during the peak o the MCCarthy

years, and the FBI sat right in the social stvdies classes listening to

what the professors were saying. There was a peace convention being held

in Chicago, and Jim, out of curiosity, called the FPBI from his mothers

phone-- sort of t ying to feel put their attitude about it. He didnt

give the phone number,nor his name but the next day the FBI came to

his mothers job and grilled her for fo ur hours ina glaas enclosed office,

in the middle of the work area,where evryone cou'd see, 5he idnt know
what it was about, but she took th- fifth, and they said it was

*Commie talk."” But they fin 1ly let he. go.

When I met him in the hospital and he was just an orderly, he became upset
over an aide who was notbeing treated right by the hospital, and he got

me interested in the case, I think that w-s the fi rst real i-sue I ever
got interested in, and went to the administration. Jim made me know the
importance of fighting each ixxum injustice as you came to it-—- fnzx
whether it was one person or a hundred people, I was aware of injustice but
he gave me the courage and showed me the vehicles for fighting it, by
example, There wer many hany times his life was threatened—- it sort of
became a way of lifa, Right around thr time he became director of the

HMayors Commission on “uman rights he decided to tear down the Bible.-’
Exxemmxxkaxx e had a radic broadcast, and he staretd on the radio,
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he began to tear the Bible apart . ¥sx The campaign against him was
horrendous-- not only did he get telephone calls around the clock,
threatening his life, but the radic stat on contributors an advertisers,
said if you dont get rid of Jim ~ones were going to cut off your funds
which, as & matter of fact, they did. People wouod call an” say "WE

know where your childr n are, we know which way Suzamne walks to school.®
There were a lot of incidents-- police called on him becaie he refused to

eat in a place where a bk had to carry his lunch out, almoet daily things
One of the things , he vent through a period--- he never wvanted to be

a part of the capitalist system, and he'd beat that system any way he could.
I reemember we had & car that we'd bought on time, this vas when m we

were first married, and even if he had the money for thepayments, when
tiunchibarame xksodouoox they'd knowk on the door to collect--he'd pretend

he waant hdme., I think they finally reposeesed the car, but not before we"d
gotten m lot of use out of it, Our 1life has been one crisi after another,
s0 itm hard to recall separte incidents.

I was still pretty bourgeois, even after years of marraige, but the two
years that I went with JIm before we got married prepared me some. I knew
he wvag a nonconformist vhen J married him. There were times when I would
say to him, after the kide, "Youre going to die. Theyre going to kill you
and lets take the children, and rear these boys , they need a father,

lets reae them t¢ know vhat we atand for and wvhat ve beleive in. And of
course, he was right, you couldnt do thta. In the first place, he could
never leave his pecple, and in the second place how could our children learn
what we believed in if we didnt live it— if we went off and did our own
thing and saved our hide,xasalx. But I never wanted him to ever compromice.
It all made sense t0 me, mmx even though before 1I'd met him , it'éd never
been introduced to me. !y father and mother vere Republicans. My father

ran =% on the Republican ticket for City “ouncil. The most rebellious thing
I ever did before I met Jim was to valk in and say I wvas ggoing to vote a
straigt Democrtatic ticket in front #f m group of people vho knevw my

s fatper.vas a dyed in xm the vwool Republicam,’

I mat a wvoman at Richmond Stae Hospital, who met Jim before I married him,
and she gave me zome couns 1 at the right time, She snid.he's something
special, dont expect him to sit down for a meal at the same time every day,
I wrecked a marraige that vay, I had 2 mab and it wrecked it because I tried
to make him conform to what I thought he should be, and he's gone. Dont

do that with J,m. Dont expect him to be there at the same time everyday.”
MModdodoomaccx And that wvas a pittle hard for me at firste..
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He drev crovds and crowds, There vere meetings in Cinicinati, Chio, whre

people would come at tvo o clock in the afternoon to get a seat at seven thirty

at night xmiand then crawl in the vindows. & They'd want his shadow to fall

on them. fxm They Were begging for him to evangelire around the world. x

He couldve taken that Oral Roberts trip but he wouldnt do it. And I would try

to encourage it, I'd say thies would be » great aopprtunity, But he would

say, no I've got to stay put &nd live the life in frord of the people, Jie

easy to hop from one place to the next, and collect theor offerings and not

have to set an axample.

fiomI remember one time I went to a restaurant with some black freands and the

maitre d said ve needed a reservation and I said, Wait a miniy e I've eaten

hare many timea before without a reservation. They finally gave us & table,

but they salted cur food ssegtdax H}%f’aﬁ i1 ] impossible to eat. Jim had a

television show then and he fasted publicly smx®¥xxx until this one restaurant

changed its racist pol.icya

Jim alwvays tried to be in a position of taking the starch out of people. He

attracted the working classg people because he wag go unaffectef.Some of the

older members had beenvery starchy, sociml climbers, and this one day a week

religion suited them fime. But Y rememeber & man coming in in his work ciothes,

and he stood up and he said I didnt know whether or not tocome to church because

if I went home to change I'd miesthe service and I didnt know if I should come
®this. He h®9 °® overalls and he vas dirty. And Jim said “ thats guite

alright, I wvant you to feel completely comfortable. I want you to know that

I have a huge hole in the seat of my pants,"right now, ® And the religious

mentality, God, they vwere Methodists so they maptised people in this littae

bowl, and vell, baptism didnt mean one thing to Jim, but he thought “if I'm

going to have to Baptdze people then I'm going to Baptoze them." Ixxmkxx So

he drug a huge horse trough into the church. That whole church had to go through

that same thing my parents did, only my parents conldnt escape becatdse he was

going to be their sdn inlaw, But the church people cpuld escape and alot of

them fled, he wvas just too much for them. He tugged this huge ho se tank up

on the platform, and he immersed them. f’rohhly vanted to drown them.

And I'd been in the Methodist church, so zll day S& urday I'd get the hymns

together and vork out a program... hymn number so ans go, Doxology, stand ,

sit, =ing, pray, ... and he'd spend all day Sunday ignoring the whole thing.

He vouldnt even 1ook at it. And the first Easter ve had service, we had children

there and he asked them in gervice ® Now what do you want to ging?™ And they

eaid ve vant to Eing *hare romoa Patar CMfﬂnfﬁlIi Hoobing down the Bl!"_ﬂ.‘g Terail®
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0o the vhole congregation, this very etar chy congregation sang “Here Comes
ter Cottontail..." God, they didnt knov vhat to make of himee.s
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The next Easter, one month bafore Easter, Mmlxx he comes home with twenty-six
little chicks that he gaid he vas going to give to the children at Easter.,
And I said, x Jim, in one month they'll be a pretty good size' “nd he said
Well, thay-1i be big snough to defend themselves. So wve had a Eathrdom that
was sbout four by four, it vas a really tiny thing, and he put all tventy
aix of tham in that bathroom. And yoo know. I'd naver reamlly nrayed for
anything to die before, but I thought nov out of twanty six, so many is
bound to die..e All night, chirp, chirp , chirp... NHot one of those

chicks died, And vhen it comes Fastertime, he couldnt give any of them away
S0 he'd transport those chirckens arcund to various chutch members and he'd
pay board for them. He®d @mk buy the feed. And vhen they got tired of

caring for them he'd piek those chickens up and lug them someplace else.

We lived out near the efige of town, where theie were some people in a rural
area. Until rinally they got pretty old and big and thers wagnt anypkawe
elge to move them , and he took them to the person that he thoughtwould kill
them most humanely and he gave them out to msm the poor. He loved animals
20 much.

He took an awful lot of the stmch out of me.l vag too proud of being
*clean® and"dignified.,” I got over worrying about what people thought.

One time in Indianapolia we had a slumbar vayty and we invited children
from all the poor districts to our party. We got ocut and knocked on doors

to bring the porr into the church, Anyway, we had this slumber party

and that mustve been when we had bedbugs introduced inot our house.
kmbckixx  hey were everyvhere and I was horrified. We had to redo

the wvhole house, paint i1 t and everything and we finnlly got rid of them.

I vas keeping it a dark secret that ve;d ever had anything tdom like bedbugs
in our family., I had never seen one in my life and with py bmckground

I thought it wvas a great source of shame, I didnt wvant anyone to xnov abpout
it, but JIm got up in front of the vhole church and announced ™ I want all
of you to feel welcome to come visit us anytime, because nov we've rid
ourselves of our bedbugs.”

When we vere first married we Stwmdmoved into this papartment in
Bloomington, Indiana and I was 8 registered nurse and I vorked in the

Anarstine rocu. The wlasrs. the sresrdmsnd . wse 2live wieh ranmhas snd thae
WETAG R A Linams aibe pamleoy wie SLARTUESNT, WRE liVe Vit FGICA8s S T4AT

vag something else., We'd naver had roaches where I grew up and you know,
my God, vhat a disqrace to have roaches! And I wvas trying to get rid of
them and I came up on Jim one time and he was talking to those raoches:
Se gaid, "'ou better get down in that crack, if you &ont, sh*ll kill ya,"

And he would put food down in the cracks to fedd the onthexioosc

roaches, #o0 they wouldnt have to come up where I vas...'He vas the only
man 1 ever knev who wvould rescEFbab!y mise._ feed them and turn them loode vhen
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théy were strong enough to make it on their own. He loved animmls,

Anytime he*d come home and say " guess vhat?™ I knev he had another mxixmxx
animal, One time he came in, in Indianapolis with this huge St,pernard

dog. And T said J m where did you get this dog? And he said I vas driving down
right {n the middle of Indiarapolis, and this big dog just put his pews

right up on the vindows and tha traffic was going by, and I just openingd
the door and the dog got in.” We had monkeys. He s0ld monkaym to build a
community center, got land for a community center in the South part of

the city. Ze vas Just twenty one or twenty tvo. We had an anteater, climbimg
up the side of our house in Indimna. Neighbors vould say " Goddamnit REv. Jones
wve dont live in a junglel*

He alwvays had a vay with xorimsx animals.
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