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PEOPLES TEMPLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P, 0. Box 214, Redwood Valley CA 95470
Phone: (707) £85-7219
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PEOPLES TEMPLE —— A DYNAMIC CHURCH THAT IS GROWING
STEADILY BECAUSE IT TAKES ON THE CBALLENGE OF
PUTTING PRINCIPLE INTO PRACTICE...

Pired with hope and encouraged by their own "not inconsiderable achievements...)
an astonishing group of practicing Christ_ians, called Peoples Temple, has opened
the door to a new era for churches. Pastor Jim V. Jones and the Peoples Temple
Christian Church members are infused with the conviction that something CAN be done
to overcome the apathy and moral degeneration that threatens to destroy the very
fabric of our society.

Peoples Temple Christian Church (an affiliate of the nationwide Disciples of

Christ denomination) is proving that the church can bé an invigorating and

restorative pr e in ¢ ity life. Its intense dedication to fundamental
Christian principles of brotherhood and human service is ‘providing a useful model
of practical Chris’tianity, and generating programs and projects involving thousands
of people.

Perhaps the most significant fact about Peoples Temple is that it has been able
to forge a un.ified, active, and extensive congregation that has remarkable ethnic
diversity. Some have characterized the church as a miniature “family of man"; while
others see it as a 'vast cross-section of the human race;', for Black,White, and
Brown have found a way to work together in barmony at the Temple. One soon discovers
that the ingpiratiorn and vision of Pastor Jones is largely the reason for.: this., He
bas often emphasized that the "highest ‘;orahip of God is service to our fellow man".

The focus of human "responsibility" is reflected everywhere: in the work
undertaken with senior citizens and medical convalescents; in child care, legal
counsel, and education as well as many other comeunity activities. The guiding
concept of responsibility to others is creatively combined with a spirit of 5— ’00?/
voluntarism that generates ;results.

"We used to count the number of young people that our Drug-Rehabilitation
Progran had unhooked, but we lost track! Hard-line heroin addicts, lifetime

alcoholics, and many others who were drug users of one kind or another are now

working productively. These very persons are now helping straighten~out the lives
of others. Many are receiving professional training under church sponsorship in

schools and universities. While some have been complaining about the drug culture,
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Pedples !aple hn udc a n!;n!.timt e:x-.tt‘ :Mn towvards the elimination of

the problem.™ Thh coznent comes fm ' £m1¢ -ocm worker who his been helped
by the Temple. She conti.nuu " just couldn't get myself togetbct...but I let Jim
Jones and this beautiful group of people. they nde the diife.rence and I came out of
& living death of drugs." Physicians 4n the dtug abuse field 'bo !uve seen the
program at t:he Temple recognize it as "saving nny from disaster".

Many senior citizens, and more than a few in t’heir &0'3__ and 90's, had nothing .
but loneliness and desolation facing them. They are how residing in lovely homes
-.-intxined by the Temple members. With a new lease on life aven the seniors
participate in the “help humanity™ programs; theix activities include quilting, )
canning, baking, arts, t;raf:s, and gardening. Hundreds go on periodic tours around
the nation on the church's own fleet of elev;n Greyhouid buses. '

At the othe(r:‘ end of the spectrum, the hundreds. of ch.il@ren at the Temple
benefit frol. & bost of activities and prograss, including working with animals -of
all kinds 4n the large refuge shelters maintained by the 'chu:ch free music lessons,
tutoring, and helpins in the Temple's organic gardens. One of the gardens is
planted on a scenic 40 acre ranch located by a buutiful winding river; this is nlso
the site of a grape vineyard and a children's home. through these church programs
even the youngest_. Temple members are taught Tesponsibility to their fellow ixn.
!ocng’pocple are given a foundation of decc;:cy in their life-style which is free
from race prejudice. They are instilled with a deep appreciation and respect for
life. The :toup As proud of its record with its young pe-ople who have steered cle;r
of trovble with the law and away from drugs.

Pastor Jones and his busy staff bave set up & legal counsel program, a credit
wnion instromental in helping members get started ip business, job counseling,
sursing care, and an extensive college scholarship progr:.l that has fully sponsored
the educations of well over 100 youngsters in many fields, incinding -ucm and
lzw. College dormitories are maintained to house thase students, many o£:’\d.wn
grevw up in ghetto poverty and wuld opt otherwise have had soch:a valuable
opportmit:y. N - ) '

N Paoples Temple facilities also reach out to nop-members through convalescent
centers (some of which have been cited by the State for their high level of care)

and a commmity center, with an indoor hested swimming pool open to everyone. Funds

and assistance bave gone to many social service programs of all descriptions.
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Active i.n tbc 1 & =illion mémber Di.ciples of Chtht Denomination (nonble -
fo;' baving !.n its naberlhip conxrusnen and Governorl of diverse political .
persuasions), ‘Peoples Temple is striving to redefine the roles of a "ehureh™ tn the
conventional senge of the term. It is a co-prehm;ive and functional linistry tl;at
is gtvrlng and reaching for new goals all the ti-e In the spirit of 1:. work to
£ud the hungry, clothe the naked and minister to the sick and ilpr.tsonad (Matthew
25: 35-40 is a fayorite scripture of Pastor Jones), _the Temple hu, 1in recent months,
established an agricultural mission on a huge tract of land in South America, where
*pioneers" are already working diligently in a unique program to help feed the
bungry in the wake of the world food crisis. This program is also.;iving the local
residents an opportunity for training and e-ploy.nent. Here 1s an undertaking that
again represents the fundamental dynamism and pru:ti;:al emphasis of t:!xe Temple.

The ngiiculg:ural mission is showing amazing pyogress.” Already a host of crops
are in with some 300 acres cleared, part-of ﬂgich u‘phx;ted. .Plans ‘fpr ndairy
berd and other livestock are being finalized, and the Temple's introduction into
the tropics of a large, ecologically balanced farm_(as opposed to a single erop
plantation) is already arousing interest smong local agricultural officials.

’ The formula of cooperation, voluntarism, and self-help, in the context of a
"family" of the faithful, has produced‘ notable achievements. Pastor Jones has
axpressed the idea that Peoples Tample, in fostering smong people a sense of
responsibility for ‘one another's welfare, is creating the kind of practical -odeli
for individual and mnsresat!n;d involvement that.can work as a buffer against the

threat of totalitarisnism from both the fanatical Right and Left, as well as provid-

ing an answer to the “welfare state” by releasing the burden from government.
Observers in political, bushcu, medical and.religious ¢ircles have co-mded

Pecples l'-ple enthusiastically. Jones has been f:equently praised for his work,

receiving the merit award for outstanding citizenship fm pr. Carlton Goodlet,

- President of The .Mational Kegro Mewspaper -Association. Dr. Jo!n ¥oore, a California
District Superintendent of the United Methodist Church, sees the Temple as "a caring
community of psople of all races and classes™ who "bear the mark of compassion and

+ v §ustice”. According to a leading-denominational official, Rev.-Gereld McHarg, "One

gets the {mpression at Feoples Temple, of being in the midst of the human race at
1ts best.” A prominent physician in San Francisco, oune of msny in the Jewish

l commmity who have besa impressed by the Temple, sees Pastor Jones' dedication to,
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his fellow m.u “unsurpassss”. .J.s congregation, affirms Chicago uc:orney
Wade Robick, LI tbe oSt ca-itt.d and dedicated gtaup of poople I bave am-.x
in any church, anywhere." aosn T,

- H

The dhlo;ue continues concerning the tole of the church in national life,
but this mzin; congregati.an in Cnlifomh hu zone furtber. perhaps, than any-~
oae else in translating ideas into actions. -~ )

A FOOTNOTE TO CONSIDER:

It is indeed unfortunate that, in recent days, the umanitarian effarts of .the
Peoples Temple Agricultural Mission in South America have-been the victims of
pclitica.lly motivated nt;tet;;tu by fapatical extremists to link them with the

‘CIA. Pro-Marxist political factions in the ares of the Temple mission dis~ ..
tributed literature to this effect, aven after citing m;x successful efforts

to share our produce with the local Amerindian population. The Rev. Billy
_Ouh.nhnnloo‘beennc:uk.dbythhmcilmt- . - e e . .

Our church, first of all, considers such allegations ludicrous’'to the point of

“being hardiy-werthy. of- comment. -We are opposed to.unlawful intrusions of the '

CIA (as have recently been alleged) into domestic affai:i. and we would also

oppose terribly any involvement of the CIA in Watergate operatious, 1f they were

<+ goflty of this. “Bowever, -we elso feel  that the CIA itself bas been maligned 4

on many ‘occassions, and its name used as a means of manipulating 111 will, as

in our case and so many others.

Peoples Temple Christian Church receives no outside funds whatsoever- from de-
sominational sources or from any gove;:nnzntal agency. All funding comes in free
‘will orun.ugrf'r;rm serviceminded coogregation, in small amounts. Again,
those who have perpetrated such untrue allegations are apparantly threatened in
some way by a church that is doing a positive voluntary work: we feel that it is

*  precisely this kind of effort, in the ghettos, transitional meighborhoods, and
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sbroad, that constitutes a buffer against totzlitarianism from the extreme Right

or Left.




