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Peoples Temple
School Gets
Official Status

There is a new add ition
to the growing family of
Guyana 's commun ity
school s, the Jone stown
community school, up in
the Northwest region near
Port Kaituma. l ocat ed at
t he Peoples Temple Agri·
cultu ral and Med ical Pro­
ject in Jon estown, which
has grow n co nsiderab ly
since land was first cleared
there nearly four years
ago, th e schoo l has over
275 students from nursery
th rough high schoo l, and
has been in full operat ion
since September , 1977.

A delegat ion of t he
teach ing staff recent ly
co mpleted a week 's serni­
nar and orienta tio n meet ­
ings to help them function
according to Guyanese
guidel ines.

The Jo nestown cern­
munity schoo l is some­
what unique in that it
fo rms a ful ly integrated
part of the carefully struc­
tu red coo perat ive commu­
nity. In addit ion to being
part o f t he tr adit ional
academic cou rses, th e stu­
dent s are being t rained in
nearly t wenty skills areas
in the work /stud Y pre­
gram, (for example, agri­
cultu ral, medical electro n­
ics, machine shop, wood ­
working, clot hes maoutec­
turi ng, mechanics, heavy
equ ipmen t operat ion,
home econo mics) .

"The enti re co mmu nity
is actua lly a school with ­
out walls" , exp lains head­
master l.T . Grub bs. "The
school and the commu ni·
rv exist in a close symbi-

ot ic relat ionsh ip." Al­
ready dozens o f educators
and students from various
part s of Guyana have vir
it ed the community of
U.S. " t ransplants", who
are successfully pioneering
a new life. " This ;s a
community schoo l in the
truest sense", says a senior
educat ional offi cer in t he
Ministry of Educat ion,
who toured the Jone s­
town schoo l and project .
" Every young person in
the co mmunity is in t he
program and every adult
is either directl y or indio
recuv involved wit h it
also ."


