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Life at the Peoples Temple Project at Jonestown, Guyana
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Editor - The lates t salvo
ogolr'l$t the Peoples Templ e that
YOU' paper ~abbed on to i5 the
oNego, ,,," mode by Deborah Lay ­
ton (The ClTonicle, June 15). Her
mo ther, Lisa , and her brother ,
Lorry. both denoun ced her and
stoted the reaso ns why . No refer ­
ence was mode to their charges in
your poper .

On May 28 at a cress
con ference when yOlX report er
was present. Rev John NIoore
and hiS wife , who hod lUst re­
turned trorn Jonestown , Guyana,
sooas follows:

"t'rn john Moore . I'm poster
a t the Fl(S1 United Me lh0<:!6t
Church tr1 Reno, Nevodo. We
hove two dougt1 ter.> who ore
me mbers 0 1 the Temple, obviOuSly
my wrle and I ore not member.>at
the Temple . One, the older gi1's a
tea cher, and the younger one is a
nur'>e. The two words tbot come
to my mlfld, immediat ely os I was
t here and cs I tried t o ref lect upon
my expeoen ces were 'impressive'
and 'ama Zing,' It almost b0gg/e5
my I'l"llndto see tho t grea t clearing
and to unders tand ho w so mu ch
could have been done '" the
relatively short period of time . I
thrnk abou t a tbocson d acres ,
800 acres hove been cleared, and
it' s in the rY'IIdst of a jungle. end
trot's port at wha t' s impressive ,
and all exc ep t 0 port a t the land
thot' !>not bee n tinolly cleared, has
bee n pla nted with vo-ces croos .

" I hod 0 feemgat freedom.
Neithef in Georgetow n, where
there were abou t 25 0( 30 people
bvng , coming and going, 011the
time , with tot al freedom, nor a t
the projec t itself, did we - did J
have - I'll let my wife speak tor
herself - did I ho ve an y feeling
tbo t onvtxxty was. being res trained
or coerced 0( intimidate d in a ny
way . What did eroress me was
that peopl e who were bving in
George town , in the house there,
were aU eagerly waiting for the
time when the y could retur n to
Jones to wn, and the projec t itself .
One a t the gea t things, I think , is
the oppor tunity for some of the
yOl.Jllgel"people, par ticularly, to be
learning sk~1s when tha t oppor tuni­
ty is not presen t here .

"They hove proba bly 35 pre ­
schoolers . I don' t kno w how ma ny
the y hove in sc hool; th ey hove
newborn ba bies , seve-or ba bies
hove been born ther e . They hove
o ocvcce e nusery for paren ts who
work, and there ore those who are

Calng tor them ; and then they
hove the older people . Tho t 's
really 0 por t o f the beout y of it, we
telt .

"The school is accredited by
the gov ernme nt of Guvono, that
they 've hod people from the
Departmen t of A gricutt lJ'"e and
their agic ufttxol stereos there
workng )'fith the people a t the
;Voject . And cert oin/y their ~­
por ting of the heoIth cen ter,
there's no Ques tion in m y mind bu t
thot the health cen ter is the bes t
faci lity in thot whole region in
Sovonc . There is a gov ernmen t , I
think, nurse prac titioner , in Port
Koitumo a few mile!; owa y, but
tho t simply does not ho ve et be­
the personnel , skill!>nor the equip­
men t thot they hove. The health
services ore pro vided tor the
Amer lndiorr.:. 0( people who jv e in
the com munity os wei as the
mercersot the project itself."

Mrs . Barbara Mocxe s.aid:
"M y impr es.sk>ns are, hovng just
experienced 0lX visit ther e , that
this is a beou tiful, heroic . crea tive
project! It is obsolu tely rni"oculous .
There are exc elen t medical serv­
ices, excelle nt educa tionol se v­
«es .ond . it's 0 comm unity o f
coring a nd shcring with on added
dimension. and this dimensK>nI
would soy, is love . If you wont to
use th or term ; in 0 sense it reminds
me of . .. 0 New Tes toreo t com­
m unit y, in the purest sense of the
word, in the love a nd conc ern to(
oR, thot we observ ed . And with
comple te freedom to- crea tivity;
those who won t to form , ore
tormirlg ; those who won t to
tea ch , tea ch ; those who like to
cook , coo k; they hove an excel ­
lent nu tritionist who is working
scien tificolly 011the time to os cov ­
ef new uses for the indigenous
pIont s and growth!. there, and is in
con tac t with the Guyanese ex­
per ts to discov er new and useful
uses to( these various croos. ther e .
Thot was. very irnpfessive to me . tt
wcs mos t impres$ive to see the
elderly people , the older folks, who
hod thci- nea t fittle yords, the ir
Wle white picke t-ty pe fences.end
the ...oppor tunit y to toke cjosses if
they wished to, or to gorden, or to
just sit . They ceo ho ve 0 lovely
library of o ver 8000 volumes. from
poe try to 'ho w-to -do-it ' .

" It's 0 complete city and one
thing the y do en ccceuoe is the
nuclear tamily. You con choose to
hove yOtS own home. or it you 're
a single person, you may live in 0

dormitory . whichever you prefer .
They have a Iovety rusery for
infon ts; the y have a I"USer)' for
todclers, ald , of cocrse a fine
educoOOnolse t up ."

Not one word of the forego­
ing wos report ed. Rev. and fIhs .
Motxe spent in excess of two
week s a t the jt.ngIe mission . Isn't it
about trne that the voices of the
I 400 peBOJ1S who o -e in GuYClllO
pioneering 0 new way of life
re ceive equal coverage ?
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