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It will be a long time before the truth about the Feoples Temple mass

suicides and surders &s fully kuown.

That is certain ot this time, at leart according to the Ad investigators, 4w
that at least 775 mn, wonen and children periched in a ninsle nipght of horror_

42 their remote Jungle commune »

:ho'tbnplo and itn membern wers wrarped in a virtunl blnnket of necrecy, and

/

the diotant location of thrir arri-ulturel arttlement, Jon atown, strengthrened \J\
their priwacy. (

But this aecrecy has follew d them imte denth and is providing fcrtile
ground for apeculation a~ to whnat led to the virtual lieuidution of the sgt

orggnisnt;on in the most final way.

"The gris adjectives that followed Jinm Jonecn nnd his peopleg in 1ife follew
thes into death alap, and entublishyent churches nnd political ‘rganisationa

conpete to denounce then, .
Often overlooked &n the upaculntion &s the history pf persecution against T

'Efch the orgnni’ntion protented for many ye-rs.

The situaties had renched the tage over the past year or so where virtually

- ' .
all thq’[cnplo; ppare time, and even some that oould mot be apnroa’hnd to be

dodicntod’ Lo eo?ntcring allepntions fros many directions.

The ellegations, which the Jeriple saw a: high.presrure harransnent, persisted
oven after they were, from to tine, rejected not only ty the organisntion but
aleo by outridor* invitel to noc for themselven ,

Peoplos Jernple wan, indded, u cormunity of human bein; s virtuslly under

[ 4

aeige for many long montha.
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.Those who met aome of the nenior mexbers, including the londor;
Jis Jones, ¢ould not h°1P feeling that they cxinted with a seife mentally \

and ihat they could not go on in that way forever.

Iavestigatera are beginning to apree that the Jonestown deaths took
place because the criticnl poinﬂpad boen reached with the visit by cone
greasnan Les Ryan and the American prenz, an' it was triggered by an attempt to

stad Mr Ryan in the sottlement,

7the organisntion apparently lt that there was no uze going
\

on, and a death plan was put inte eporatiom. .

™~

It appears thét many of them killed themselves ih}lo othars were forced
te do se. The plan ct: rted with the babies and younp children who were (T &/L)

firat killed, the investipatora delieve, .

that gauses thesorld to recoil is this bisarre act of deflance which

the Teaple atagod an the final solution to ito problem.

A3

The Tenple must have beoen living for osome time with the knn-icdno that

one day, the death plan wruld have had to be put #anto oper .tion

They would have known that_even s they lived, loved, reared ehilvren,

b
and farmed on the congune, ;\

That {e a rather uni:ue sort of theology. Most religions preach fﬁo
' |
celedration of life nnd the nmangtity of 1ife. :

Pecples Temple apparently respectcd 1ife but wro prepared to ond it
all 41f necessary, v ita last aft of defianco gaingt the perasuction 'hich it
\
c@ffered as & noneconfornint religious organisation with a leftwing pol;tionl

1deology.

It would

o &
”

4
™he conmalonce of the rorld refuned to atir when

he Temple cried 6ul
M
aguiant persecution. a5 -
Iov. i{nstead of menrching 1tnolt. the world {8 permccuting the Tenple
~ , -
even in death, usmlcame havtl homim Loert T e—rm s Nt -wfrrthan ' ¢ .ot
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W and nome huve begun fresh harranapent of other groupn which

do not counfaorm,

The world is still u vary long -ay from the tolerances and understanding

which even the eatadlicligent religions preach.

'ho sel? destruction of the Peoplea Teople is hardly likely to change

!

(WY

that.

But ot will certainly ntand an nn eternal monument to 4t, and of man's

inhusanity to san,

The violence which the Pcoploa Teample did to itoelf ahould serve to remind '
the world t at there are cowo people always villing te d1+‘or what they believe

is.
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