In October aof 1972 1 calted JMm Jones' house at the number listed in Redwood
Valley to try to set up an interviow with him for the news. 1 tolked with a
woman, a senfor named Fster Mueller, who Jones had taken In. 1 told her of my
interest and she suggested I call the S.F. Templce where Jones was at that time.

T called but was told to call back on the weckend., A few days later T received
a call at my office from a man who asked 1f T would mect with him to discuss the
Peoples Temple. 1 found the request very curlous; T safd o.k. and we met the
next day in a Stockton restaurant., The man told me his name was Gary Jackson,

T asked him what he did and he sald that he worked for the government, but T
couldn't pet him to be more speeific, He asked what prompted my interest in
Peoples Temple. I asked him how he knew that 1 was interested Iin the Temple,

He paused for a few moments, then said something to the effect-- "There are ways
1f you think about it."” The answer was obvious-- Jones' phone was tapped. 1
told him that a series of articles in the S.F. Fxaminer prompted my interest.

I said 1 wanted to louk into some of the things the articles sald about Jones and
the Temple, and if )1 found them to e true, 1 was planning te do an expnng for
our TV news program. Jackson (somchow T doubt that was his real name) sald there
was a lot more to the Topplv than what the Examiner wrote. He said 1t was o
revolutionary organization l¢d by a danperous man, hent on destroying our system
of government., He talked to me a while longer, telling me variouas things Jones
had supposedly said and done, then he made a proposal. He sald 1f 1 could be
successful at folning the Temple full time as o staff memher and report regularly
on what was going on inside the organization, he would arrange for me to be paid
$200 a week. ' _ -

In thinking back.upnn ft, T must have heen checked=out and consldered to
be a good prospect since I had been a dedicated Christinn church-goer, attended
college In conscervative Oranpe County, pood student with no Involvement in any

kind of organization or activity that could he consldered "questionabte.” T told
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the man that I found his offer intriguing but that I first wanted to pay a visit

to the Temple. He agreed, saying I wouldn't be able to join on the first visit
anyway. But he said I wouldn't be able to get a good picture of the organization
until I was inside it, because the public meetings were only so much posturing.

I arranged to attend a service at which I heard Jones preach. Later, T got to
talk with him privately. I was surprised to hear him speak so openly against the
system in my presence, particularly so soon after the negative publicity about him,
But I was fascinated by his ministry and I thought it would make great stuff for

a book or screenplay, which I thought I might like to write. I talked with Jones

for at least two hours. I asked him if he needed more staff. He said he could

use as many as were willing to work voluntarily with the Temple providing only

iiving expenses. I told him it was something I wanted to give serious thought [ \J\ !

to, and he sald he would be thrilled to have me. k
Jackson called me a couple of days later and I told him I was going to quit

my job-and accept his offer. I didn't tell him I wanted to write a book about tte

Temple. Arrangements were made for me to be paid (the payments were left for me

at various predesignated locations, always in the form of cash enclosed in plain

white envelopes.) My reports were made verbally (from pay phones at which T was

calied) because it was too risky to write anything, as there was a lot of suspicion in

(as one might imagine) of a reporter who quit his rather prestigious job as a

bureau chief to join an organization that didn't pay any salaries.

As time passed, I gradually began to feel conflict over my role as an infor-

mant, even though I wasn't providing what one might call valuable or sensitive

information. I was starting to identify with the problems and sufferings of the f
warious ones ,
members. As I observed troubles being resolved by the Temple's program, the
t
confiict I was feeiing turmed to guiit. I had been watching Jones for sometime, as
closely as possible without drawing attention to mysel€. His schedule was unbeliev-

able. He was up at all hours calling people on the phone, consulting, reading
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reports, and ataying in touch with cvery phase of the organization. It was
obvious he worked harder than anvone-- but | questioned his motives. Personally,
1 didn't like the man after the first few months I was {n the Temple. But I recog-
nized that 1t was for rcasons that were subjective and which I didn't want to
affect my judgment of his character. Ome thing I was noticing was that he was
almost always the first to notice somcone's need and point {t out-- a senior in

a packed auditorium without a chair, for example, or ai%ﬁiﬁii& iﬂ-t someone '8
health who lived alone. He was always dealing with needs and often ones that
weren't that obvious to others. le secemed unusally sensitive.  Everytime T saw
him he was expressing voncern;nr dolng something lor someone or asking that it he
done. But he didn't lecave 1t at that. FHe was keen on following=up on whether
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view of all this, I glﬂﬂlf gpive him the benefit of the doubt, T had to he sure
about him,

dne day 1 had taken some letters to hls apartment in the S.F. Temple just as
he was coming out the door. He was late for an appointment, so he told me to put
the letter on a table inside. He left and then T went out. 1 started back to my
office and then changed my mind and went downstairs to get a drink from the water
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iwwticed Jones had
an elderly woman moved slowly up another stalrcase. Jones didn't see me as he was
facing the other way, and there was no one elsc around. FEven thoupgh he was late

for his appointment, he was golng to take another five minutes to help that woman

up the long flight of satalrs (She could ﬁnt have seen Jones as her back was to him,)
He went up and began assisting hier and theon T intervened and told him to go ahead

to his appointment. %hut act of kindness did it for me. T had become virtually
convinced of Jones' sincerity. T had finally scen him do something in private that
I had suspected he only did {n public or when others were around to see it, 1

became even more convinced of hils basic Inteprity on subsequent occasions in which
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T observed his actions—--for example, toward animals--when he was unaware that 1
(or anyone for that matter) wos around.

But that first occasfon was enough for me. [ could no longer justify inform-
ing on Jones and his organization. During my next contact, I told Jackson what
I thought of Jones and N1 desperately tried to convince me T was wrong. 1 told
him I had to act according to what 1 had acen and experienced, and my conscience
simply wouldn't allow me to continue selling Information that might be used
against an organization 1 believed in. I told him that cven though T didn't
particularly care for Jones and 1 dldn't agree with some ways in which his organ- \J
ization was run, I felt It was making tremendous achlievements in terms of human
rehabilitation and {mprovement in the quallty of peoples lives and character.

314 him 1 wie raine Lo
yld him 1 was polng fo stn y n th m]

£

He asked me what I plummed ¢
and possibly write a book about it, 1le urged me not to tell Jones about him and
I told him I saw no reason why [ should do that unless 1 suspected someone else

was taking my place.
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Jonestown had nothing to hide. Most of its visitors went there unannounced.
The project was talked about far and wide in Cuyana and, thus, anyonce who had
heard about it would incvitably drop 4n 1f they were anywhere in the arca. Often
we had visitors almost cveryday of the week. Some non-hostlle relatives came to

1. e = .5!'
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thi amily, and otliers were scheduled to come, includ-
ing my own mother and brother. But the positive testimonies about Jonestown from
such persons were not cnough to halt the organized cfforts of those determined to
destroy Jonestown. Neither were‘the visits of the President of the National
Newspaper Publishers Association (the "Black Press of America"), Dr. Carlton
Goodlett, or the former Methodist superintendent from the Bay Area, the Rev. Dr.
John Moore, who found "every aspect of the work and life...impressive." DUr.
e Joncstown guesthbook, "I have lived today in the future.'
But, unfortunately, the black press {s not the white press, and we realized some~
thing more had to be done to get the haraascrs of( our back. Thux, a rcquest was
made go the United Natlons to send a team to Jonestown.,  But our communication
reccived a negative reply (see letter).

At that point we were left with 1ittle chofce but to take a chance and let

the same press in which had carried on a relentless attack against the Temple.

number of other journalists and filmmakers, without success.) Finally, an agree-
ment was reached to allow in one of the Tcmple's biggest press enemies-- the S.F,
Examiner. But for some strange reason (which will never be revealed by the paper),
the Examiner decided rﬁ back out of it at the last minute. What had happened?

Were they afraid their man wasn't prejudiced enough against the Temple or that he
might get there and discover that he couldn't do o decent smear job? Tt is just

a bit incredible that after all the clamaring about the goings on in-PonPIUH Temple,
the Examiner declded Tt wonld stick with second=hand reports and tonuendo from

such sources as Tim Stoen's lackeys, The Examiner didn't want to take the chance

o 1s
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that it would not be able to confirm its yellow headlines of the past because it

would hurt its credlbility and, more importantly, it would mean fewer bucks from

the sale of other hcadlines 1In the future,

Afterall, the Examiner created some

of its most sensational banmer headlines using the Temple.

One got the fecling, in Joncstown,

to us declared his sympathy for Mr. Tim

of being backed up agains. the wall-- not

o Mav
e nay

1978 lottrer
T letter

Stocn~-announced his intentions to come,

e ———y

with media, the feeling of being entrapped turned to bellef-- it had to be a set

up. Paranoia? I doubt it, but even if it was, the key question in a1l this is--

who treated 1t? Who tapped the Temple's phones in California? Who was black?ail— ( (,\)
iné Dennia Banks to get at us? Who was putting up all the money for the Stoen- ’
Mazor operations? Does Joseph Mazor now deny rthat when he came to Jopestown last
year he told us that he was hired to come there months earlier with sephisticated

arms and mercenarics on a mission to "get the children out” and that if he had to
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n the process, he was prepared to do that.
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plan was abandoned, hc sald, hecause he saw no cvidence=-such as gun towers, bharhed
wire and armed patrols, which he was told existced--that anyone was heing held

against their will. (A Uklah DBally Journal arttcle or cdltorial once mentioned \

a "concerned relative's" deslre to use mercenatries to get people out of Jonestown.)
Was that venture what turned Mazor against Tim Stoen-- because Stoen had lied to

him about Jonestown? (Both durlng and after Mazor's subscquent visit to Jonestowm,

he said, on at least two occasions, "I hate your politics, but I love what you’re:J‘ 2
arlb
doing here.") If there wasn't a conspiracy to destroy Jonestown, why did Mazor MmwYJonts
8 . g bullet proof vest apd offer to train the community's security personnel

1? Ihi use of weap 3]
1 believe Tim Stoen wns ﬁ?i oporat

lve, 1l not from the beginning, then
certainly long before the end. Where was the money coming {rom to kecp him on
the Temple's case full-time with an office, to hive a private detective (Mazor)

and a prominent S.F. public relatfons flrm (Lowery, Russom, & Leceper) to work

against the Temple. Whete wad the sone combng Trom to send relativer and attor-
N . ]
<40
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neys to Guyana and put them up in the best hotels white they did thelr dirty work?
There was too much moncy belind Tim Stoen. And why did he suddenly decide he
wanted his wife's son back, who he knew was fathered by Jim Jones-- a fact both he

(Stoen) and she acknowledged publicly and privately in the Temple. Moreover, Jones

had no reason for claiming the child from virtually the time of his  birth, if the

child was not in fact Jones'. But suddenly Grace and Tim Stoen were back together

other for years (since 1972, in fact, when I lived with them near Redwood Valley)
and during a period when Crace was living with another man. But Stoen's announced
goal was the destruction of Jim Jones and the Temple. He realized the child was a
poeint of vulnerability becausc he knew Jones wouldn't give him up even if & court
directed him to do so. Stoen kuew he had an advantage, being the husband of the
child's mother, and he also knew it would be virtually fmpossible to prove he was
not the father aince he and dJones had the same biood type.  But when the Guyana
courts failed to make a decision in the case, Stoen appliced more pressurce on
another front. Using the so-called "Concerned Relatives', Stoen kept the pressure
on by hitting again at what he knew to be Jones' most vulnerable area-- his loyalty
to his members. He promilsed never to give up anyone who didn't want to leave,

So all these "concerned rclatives" show up in Guyana HithVCongressman Ryan
(supposedly on separate missions)-- some of whom were so concerned that they hadn't
bothered to even calil or write their Temple rciatives in years. They suddenly show
up and discover that all of their rclatives in Jonestown are happy and don't want
to leave. But unfort:mately, In the process, about 20 persons Gk
) did wvant to lcave, triggering the traglc incidents that Stoen and the forces

backing him were hoplng for. And now Stecn has quletly disappearcd (rom the scene.

17

(A




£ ¥

For clarificatfon: 1 am convinced beyond all doubt that there was no conspiracy
from within Peoples Temple to kill Con. Leo Ryan. Tim Carter was sent to the States
to deliver some legal documents. While he was there, Terri Buford left the Temple
and said she was going underground to get information about the conspiracy against
the Temple. Jones and others arcund him (i.e., Harriet Tropp, Carolyn Layton, &
Maria Katsaris) doubted that her real intention was to get information for the
Temple. They thought her letter was a smokescreen for getting out altogether.

According to Harriet Tropp, .Jones inatructed her to give a message to S.F. to have
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Buford. That was Carter's mission. It was alreadv known that Ryan was planning
to come to Jonestown. When Carter returned to the project, he told Jones that Stoen &
the "Concerned Relati{ves" were counting on an overrcaction on the part of Jones and the

Temple to Ryan's visit. TFrom that point on, Joncs desperately tried to keep Ryan

from cdming in. Jones fcared that Ryan was coming to deliberately provoke an
incident and that he was bringing the media to record tt. WhenxaiixazznmprxxExtind
x8 One thing Iin particular that added credence to Jones' and others fears was that
Ryan showed up totally unimnounced at the Temple's Georpetnwn headquarters late one
night (just prier to flyiﬁg out to the project). Then the next day at a press
conference, it appearcd evident that he was attempting to set the stage for him the
rxipxxaxdonesgm type of investigation he would seck to make into Jonestown. He
said he was concerned nhout a chureh that had no signs of religion at 1ta headquarters.
He also made deprecating remarks about members of the Georgetown household because
they appeared to be stand-offish. After Ryan's press conference, Jones and his
staff were convinced that the community was in for a rough time with Ryan. Then

Ryan announced that he was coming in, welcome or not, with the media., That was

the worst thing he could have sald. Tt came across as a virtual threat, made by an
arrogant white person representing the American exxahi “establishment" which had failed

the blacks and the poor wha--for that very reason--were attempting to build a new

ﬂ/zlal !af«' vd
life where s an opportunity to do so. Ryan's actions only served to confirm

f— —
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the suspicion that he was coming to discredit Jonestown x by provoking an incident
which, if it didn't serve zp to pre-empt the planned move to the Soviet Union, at
least would lessen or aim eliminate the propaganda value for the Soviets. (The State
Dept. was well aware of the Temple'’s plans to move and that Sharon Amos was meeting
regularly at the Sovict Embassy. The American Embassy called the Temple'’s C/town
headquarters after the first two meetings or so and asked why were we vislting
the Soviet Embassy, Dcborah Blakey who later defected alsc informed the American
Embassy and the State Dept, of the Temple's plons.)

A final effort to prevent Ryan's visit wasxwadkmxfaniiwwing came via instructions

from Jonca to block the runway at Port Kaltuma mo that his plane couldn't land.

The instructions couldn't be carried out, however, hecause members of the Guyana \\/
Defense Force were at the airstrip xapaxim repairing an airplane.zmd It was felt

by Johnny Jones and Jim McElvane that the GDF would have interfered with any attempt
to prevent a Guyana Airways plane from landing. Afxmx So the plane landed, and
after-much discussion, 1t was decided that it would be better to let Ryan come in

than to have him oogif:ut to the cntrance of the project with the media and create

a scene for the benefit of the cameras. SaxRx Thus, ﬁyan and his aide were allowed

in and, later, Jonces succumbed to the pressurce to allow the medin {n also. The

rest 1s history.

1 don't believe the knife attack on Ryan in Jonestown was ordered. Ryan had
announced that he was still going to give & favorable report on the community even
after the 20 or so people chosc to leave. The individual who attacked Ryan was a
machiemo-type ex-Navy man. Some of the young guys he worked with in Ceorgetown
would make fun of him because he was always trylng to outdo the others {n their work,
such as loading the Témple truck and boat. Alsco, this man admitted during a
zahxh catharsis mecting that he fantasized beinpg a hit-man. 1 believe this man,

Don Sly, was acting on his own,
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I don't know how the final attack at the alrport came about. But I do remember
henring Jones aay, following Ryan's departure (rom Jonestown, something to the

effect that the 11d was off or he didn't sce how he could keep the 1i1d on any

ionger. (I took kix this statement to be in refercnce to those who always wanted

to answer the Temple's problems with violence.)

(W
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‘Misc. Reflections A ,7

When speaking during a scrvice in one of the California Temples, Jones would \
usually trace the oppression of blacks and other minoritles to current times. It

was almost like a history lesson., e would glve leng and specific accounts of how

blacks, partfcularly, have heen victimized by racism and capitalist exploitation. \

He would rattle of [ relevant statistics and cxamples In meticulous d
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many blacks who came with no c¢ducation to speak of, often blaming themselves for

conditions they didn't understand, having 1ittle sense of self-worth and actually

feeling inferior because they had heen beat down by white standards and white
institutions for so long-- for them, Jones was a hell of an ecye-opening experience. .
v A
It wasn't brainwashing that Jonces was cngaged in-- 1t was more like deprogramming. l/\)
Jones was eduéating.nnd the effect was theraputic for thousands who heard him
and whose lives werc in a state of confusion from feeling imprisoned In a soclety
they were told was free. e Tiberated many minds out of thelr confuscd states by
demonstrating why there are huge ghettoes in every large city of Americn and why

those ghettoes are popalated mostly by blacks. He laid the blame squarely at the

feet of white racism and a socio-cronomic system that clearly puts profit motives

above human values, vresulting in the lack of opportunity necessary for blacks to
enter the mainstream of Amcerican life. This wias not a demagogic approach Jones
was taking, eirher. He had too much of a grasp of his subject; he was too concerned
about minute detalls-- details that a demapgoguc need not bother with in order to
achieve his objcctives. Not that emotion wasn't fnvolved-- {t was. But 1t was
aroused by the sheer logle of his presentations which were backed up by an
impressive array of lacts, statisties and documentation gathered from a massive
amount of reading.

There was no way unvone could dispute what Jones sald about the soclal 1118
of the society and how blacks were the victims. Others, far less progressive than
he, were maying the same things. 1Tt was Jones' Tueldness that made him effective=-

what he sald made scnse. When hie would spend hours attempting to show how the system
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was to blame for the conditions of blacks in the U.S., he was convincing. He
became even more convincing when the government, inspite of 1itself, gave credibil-
ity to his thesls. For cxamplce, In 1968 the Natlonal Advisory Comm{ssion on

Civil Disorders, a hi-partisan committee formed by the Johnson Administration,
concluded its report with a scering indictment of our system, which declgared,
"This nation is moving toward two soclcties, onc black, one white--separate and
------- 1." It put the basic blame on "white racism™ which it said was created,

maintained, and condoned by white institutions. WHere was a respected commission,

made up of respected public lcaders who were charged by the President with determin-

ing the root causes of civi] disorder, and {t laid the blame right where it belonged.

Not surprisingly, haowever, 1ta recommendations for remedying the situation were
. are,

not carried out and thus :bf:tlll left with conditions akin to urban apartheid

and the danger of blacks taking to the streets apgain, as moderate volces {(such

as Vernon Jordan and Benjamin Hook) warn us. The American system continues to
fall 1its black citizens, and not from any lack of prompting by black leaders.

The significant thing is that It is this faflure that allowed Jim Jones--no matter

what perception one mipht have of him--to do what he did with Peoples Temple,

There 15 no getting around 1t-- .Jones jumped into the vacuum created by this

wel
system's faflure to meet the needs of {ts people. And that m;;Yﬁg the key lesson

to be learned from Jonestown.
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lHealings and Power /3

1t 13 with reluctance that 1 discuss the healing aspect of Jones' ministry
because it will doubtless take away from the eredibility of things T say about
other arcas, at lcast In some people's minds.  First of all, some don't believe
in the paranormal at all and will automatically use this to discredit other items

they choose not to belleve, While there are those who believe In {its possibili-~

ties, they've been so prejudiced by news stories portraying Jones in the worst

possible light that they won't aliow themselves to be open to this aspect. Thus,

I'm left with appealing to perhaps a few persons who can realize that I have nothing
to gain by getting into this arca, 1'm doing so becausc 1 don't want to be \/{
accused of avoiding 1it; moreover, T want to tell what 1 know to be the truth. K\ )
The last impression I would want to give anyonc was that Jones was some superhuman
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human. But scomehow he was able to utilize a dimension of the mind that most
people havean't tapped.

fhuro were times when Jones would request that cveryone in the particular
gervice e was conducting, who had some form of crlppling affliction, form a line.
Usually hundreds of people would respond on such occasions, Tt wasn't only
people who were cripplvd}in some wiay who got In 1lne, hewever. People with all

kinds of physical problems and Infirmities--thinking i1t might be thelr only

chance--also got in line.

The healing session was usually the last part of the service, coming after
Jones had spoken anywhere from two to four hours. But when he called for people
to line up for healing, 1t would usually take at least several hours more to get
through the line because he worked with each person individually. After 1t was
over, virtually every persan sald they had recelved some measure of rellef, If not
total healing. Tt was too much to be denled even by the most hardened skeptice.
Some of It was no doubt psychosomat[e (which Jones sald hlmsvlfj—- it not all of

it. Onc could observe actual physical transformattons take place with hands or
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fingers crippled up with .rthritls, for example. FElderly persons who were
familiar to everyone and who for months and sometimes years had moved painfully

slow, suddenly walked at a more hrisk pace after Jones had attended to them.

There can be no questlon that Jones posgsessed a phenomenal ahlility to heal,

Normally, he would cill people out from the pulplt, one-by-onc, for healing.

But on those infrequent occaslons that he allowed peeple to gét in line, the

visible results would convince the most eynical ohserver. Also, Tim Carter and

Laurie Efrein were among those who handled hundreds of letters a month contaln-

ing expressions of gratitude and testimony from persons who sald they were healed

through Jones. K\\\J/\j

The significance of all this to me, however, is not that Jones could heal,
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worshippers and ralsing the maximum amount of money, he knew that all he had to

do was Jimit his ministry to heallng. Thisu?EYeﬁ%E:- those who have accused Jones
of bcing power-hungry are mispulded,  He could have had hondreds of thousands of
followers and ralscd many more ml11fons of dollars than he did, because the vast
majority came to Jones' scrvices to pet healed, not to hear Wis social-polltical
message.  If bhe had Just. stuck to heallng alone, bhe could have had tens of
thousands cof people in idolatrous worship of him, and he knew it. But his main
thrust wasApolitics and the strugple for civil rights and soclal justice, and when
he got into it, most of the heallng crowd was turned off. His message was what
kept people from returning, but he kept on with it knowing full well the effect it

was having., He would often say, "I T would just keep myv mouth shut and stick to

healing, I could pack aut the largest auditoriums."
People didn't want to hear Jones' messape because it required somcthing of them.
It made them feel responatble to do something shenpxshuxahingrxthnyxunzn to help

improve or correct the comdbtfona they were heaving about.  They dida't wiant to hear

Y

Ws message because it upset thefr lives by pricking their conscicences, particularly
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those who were living rather well off and were looking for ways to feel good about

themselves. Put they came to the wrong place to feel pood because Jones always
MMWM*/

spoke about¥Inequities and the myriad injustices that created them. He spoke in a

manner that compelled pcople to face themselves in terms of viewing their lives

in relation to such a world (populated by "have" and "have-not" nations and peoples).

That's no doubt why few people of means (or those who aspired to it) stayed with \/1}

the Temple. The only thing they understood about cqualfty was that it meant v

P

sacrifice-- something they were not prepared to do,
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Misc. Reflections

If you can belleve anything anyone says ahout Jonestown, you can belleve
this: For an integrated community, populated by a virtual cross-section of the
human race, it was the most racially harmonious 1've ever seen or heard about.
It's value system was different. It was based on a code of consideration,
respect and concern for people, and the progress being made along these lines was
remarkable considering the number of so-called misfits and outcasts that were there.

share and to be concerned as much about the

The children were learning how to

welfare of others as they woere about their own welfare, Vs

The vast majority of the pcople {(well over 907 I would estimate) loved Jones kﬂk?
town, and there was a tremendous will for it to succeed, against all the odds.

And £t was succeeding. It was an incredibly productive and creative community
tﬁat was viewed as a co-operative model by virtually everyone who visited, Not
that 1t was without faults; however, its bad polnts were nothing compared to the
way it was portrayed by those who left the Temple-- {ndividuals who simply did

not like living in the junple under an extremely structurcd program, most of which
was essential in deallog with the various types of people there.

It is important to realize that Jonestown had ex-cons, former drug nddlcts,
individuals who were classificd as soctal deviants, youth who came or were brought
to the Temple as emotionally disturbed, maladjusted, and hyper-active, (not to
mention those who were physically handicapped and mentally retarded)-- you name it

*m

and they were there. Wwhy did they end up in

™

Peoples

U.S. soclety and its institutlons had failed them. With these types of persons

there had to be a tight structure. Sure there were some excesses, but nothing like
the fabrications and cxaggeratlions made up by those who decided to leave because
they considered it too much of a sacrifice to make. (The vast majority of them
were selfish whites.) They had to justify to themselves why they were leaving,

in order to be ahle toa live with their consclences. That's why they made Jonestown

out to he something It was nat. Well, it may not have been paradlse to them, but
1t was paradise to those who suffered the day=to=day strupple of 110¢ fn Amertca’s slums,

-
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Misc. reflections

All kinds of people came to Peoples Temple and with every kind of problem.
For many 1t was thelr last resort.  Seeing thelr problems made my worst oncs scem
petty. T became consclince-stricken amd, reallalng there was nothing more worth-

while that I could do with mv 1ife, T dectded to stay on Indelinltely.  Somchow,

as difficult as 1t may be to belleve, T don't reprot that deefsfon.  The experlence

made me a realist about life and about people. It gave me as much insight into

myself as T had the courapge to face. (1 know the same 1s true of others, as T

have heard different ones make similar statements). Beyond that, 1t gave me ahout\ LJA\
Vas accurate a picture as a white person can hope to get of what it means to be \\ |
black in America. .It also pave me a unique perspective and insight into the nature
of the American system, and how that system functions.

Except for the first foew months In the Temple, T never rcally liked Jim Jones.

I guess it was his authority that bothered me, although T often saw the necessity
for it. 7T recognize that my disllke far him stems from feelings that are purely
subjeetive and which 1 don’t want to color myv portrayal of him, Once thing about
the man that T had to respeet was that he did practice what he preached. Despite
how some have portraycd him, he really didn't live above the people. (Maybe he

did in minor ways but he always had a very modest lifestyle, even in the U.8.)

In Jonestown, he spent most of his time in his quarters which consisted of one,
approximatelﬁ 12' x 18’ room, Basically the same thing was true of him in San
Francisco where he Iived in a small apartment inside the Temple. And, in fairness, /
1 know that the vast majoritv of Temple members did not feel the dislike for Jones i

that 1 felt. ‘
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Misc, Notes
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Why was the movéf%ndc? Perhaps the answer s best stated by former Methodist
District Superintendent, Dr. John Moore, who now pastors his own church-- First
Methodist of Reno, Nevada. Rev. Moore had two daughters in the Temple, and he
and his wife, Barbara, visited them in Guyana. He was familiar with shex¥ampiny

" Jim Jones, the Temple, its programs, and a number of {ts membera. 1In a statement

to the HOuse Committee on International Affairs, Rev. Moore wrote--

"The people went to Jonestown with hope, hope which grew out
of a loss of hope in the U.S, There can be no understanding of
movements such as Peoples Temple and Jonestown apart from this
loss of hope. They migrated, because they had lost hope in any
commitment of the Amcrican people or the Congress to end
racial discriminntion and injustice. They had lost hope in the
people and the legistatures to deal justly and humanely with the
poor. ...Clder people went to Jonestown hoping to become free
of purse snatchings, muggings, and the harshness of the urban
scene. Some young people hoped to learn new skills, or to become
free from prcssufes of pcers in the crime and drug scencs.
People went to Jonestown to find freedom from the indignity our
soclety heaps upon the poor. They went with hope for a simple,
quiet life. ...They saw themselves leaving a materialistic society
where things are valued more than‘people. Many went as pioneers
to create a new commonity in the junplic. St!ill others saw in
Jonestown a vislon of n new soclety, n wave of the future.” |
It's interesting that Rev., Moore says the people went to Jonestown to escape
indignity. The President of the Southern Christian Leadership haxxamgxmnxxRax
Conference, Rev, Joseph Lowery, has never met Rev. Moore, but came up with the

same assessment after doing his own investigation. Rev. Lowery went to Guyana in
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the aftermath of the tragedy out of concern that Jonestown represented a failure

of American churches to meet Lhe necds of the "hopeless." After visiting the
project and interviewing a number of survivors, he concluded that it was “dignity-
creating programs” that drew the people to Cuyana, and he expressed surprise at the

"{ncredible progress” Temple members had made In developing the project.
It Is true, the Temple had tost all hope and falth In America.  Jones saw

no hope for changing the bhasic profit-greed system. Capftalism was too entrenched,

there was no strong socialist movement, and the working-class consciousness was
misdirected. Additionally, In lipht of what was happening te other progressive ‘\ A)
groups and organizations, Jones knew that Peoples Temple would come under increas- (\"X
ing scrutiny and harassment, particularly in view of the way the Temple was
operated, Its activism brought too much notoriety. And already the Temple had
suffered damaging publicity; alrcady the phones had been tapped; already the San
Francisco headquarters had heen destroyed by arson; and already a number of persons
had left who had shown themselves to be active enemies. It was obvious to Jones
that his organization would not be allowed to survive in the U.S. as a socifalist
entity. He saw no choice but te bhulild an alternative community in another country.
Jones didn't think it would he possible to move everyone en masse to the
Soviet. Union, which he would have preferred doing particularly for reasons of
collective security and protection from U.S.-based cenemies. The infTormation that
he wna glven from persons aopponedly knowledpeable about Soviet affafrs was that
the Soviets would not take in such o Tarpe proup directiy from the U.8, Thus,
Jones concluded that he would have to establish In some other country first, and

Guyana was 1it.
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Finances, Communal Li- & Lifestyle ' . ' 10

In 1975, a push toward communal  living began in San Fronclsco und Los Angeles.
The Redwood Valley Temple alrcady had most of the members In that area of the state
living communally, as it was the original headquarters of Peoples Temple in
California. After §$.F. hecame the headquarters, approximately 70 communal residen-
ces werce organizcd_in that clty alone. Virtually everyone who lived communally

planned on moving to Guvana. Actually, communal living was an understood require-

assets, including homes and property. The Temple, in turn, woul? then provide for ]
the person's housing, food, medical-dental and cducational needs, and living \j\/
‘expenses, such as transportation, clothes, tolletries, etc.

It was through the communal process that the Tem

1o andad un wuitrh muere
it L] LLLLLLLTES BY ] H L= . a® < A

ended up h so much
property. It wasn't a matter of coercing people into giving {t, as has been
charged. It was something the members knew was a requirement if they expected to

stay in the Temple and go to Cuyana. Many people stayed in the Temple, right to

the end, who never titled, much less went comnunal. And most people who did go

communal had no property or saviogs to give. The ones who did turn over asscts

were given no special privileges. Once commmal, everyone lived on the same basic

' s oing fapl in Nectrwa in preganaZn, P
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In Jonestown, the vast majorlty of thé people loved their new life. They

=X

were bullding their own community, thef{r own tuture and their children's, with
their own hands. They:took preat pride in the fact that the Guyana government

confidered 1t a model co-operative project in 1ine with the country's own goals.

Although 1living conditions were crowded, tiie people were reasqnably comforta-
ble, particularly whoh you consider that this was truly a ploneering effort.
A snwmill had been bullt for lumber production, and mome 70,000 board mensurement
of lumber was on 1ts way from Cecorpetown for use {n the construction of aver 100

new houses,
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Although the food was limited in variety and consisted mainly of vegetables,
cassava (the main crop), and rice mixed with pork, chlcken or fish, it was adequate
in mecting the nutritional nccds of the community. Anyone having a specisl dietary
need (e.g., protein deficiency, diabetes, pregnant mothers etec.), was put on an
appropriate diet. l; personally, was ordering 1000 chickens every three weeks,

a process that was to continue until there was cnough production for everyone to
be served egéfthr breakfast. In addition, the diet was supplemented regularly
with pork from the plggery and fish which was brought in every two or three weeks
on the Temple's boat. Temple agriculturalists said that we would have been self-
sufficient in food production within a year to a year and a hall {rom last October.K\
Thus, despite what some press reports have stated, the land was productive--~ it just
took some trial and error to learn how to farm In a tropical climate. Guyanese
agriculturalists who were famlltar with the arca, I[ncluding vis{toras from the
government Ministry of Agriculture, were surprilsed to see the farming achlevement
in Jonestown. Information and techniques were exchanged regularly. Visitors were
particularly amazed at the amount ﬁf land that had been cleared and efther developed
with facilities or put into agricultural-livestock production, in light of the fact
that the project was unglruly covercd by dense jungle growth when it was begun.
More than one visitor referred to the project as a "labor of love", which is perhaps
the most apt description given to 1it.

Wowbsames On only onc day of the totnl time period I was in Guyana (which was
a year and three months), did o fight break out in the community, which 1 find
remarkable considering the mumbeyr of members who had been violence prone. (Ironi-
cally, it was twglfinhts that broke ont in that same day-- one af them was between
two young men who were friends, and the other was hetween two girls over some petty
difference. The participants, incidentally, were all of the same race.) During
the last five months of Jonestown's cxistence, violence was totally banned from

the meetings, where it had been used on occasion and in extreme cases, as a last

Mdcf'f- },l.w,,,,.v,.l , ma¥ f1ce p’fd J wvf‘va. 04\7 lw-fa/ué" nron did S
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It 13 sadness beyond tears to think of my brothers and sisters from Jonestown, }
hundreds of them, not only unldentificd, but sti!l unhuried. It is significant
and tragically symbolic that they have laid for so long, in coffins piled-up like
‘so many matchboxes, waiting for a final resting place. They are back in their
homeland, but they have no home. Pecoples Temple was their only home, their only
family, their only life. They arc nameless and alone-- forgotten by America. { \jmﬂ
They died courageously--as one of thelr sisters wrote--because outside forces
wouldn't lect them live In peace.  Is 1t any wonder that of ficials didn’t want
them all buried together, fearing their place of Interment would become a shrine--

and an all too painful reminder of a tragie American fatlure. Though I'm white,

when T die, T belong with them, for thely strupple was mine alse,
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