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Prokes' Statement to t Press ,

Why did Jonestown cnd the way It di1d? T bellceve at least a good part of that

|

v.
. answer can be found on thc tape recording of the last hour of 11fe in Jonestown.
~{

Unfortunately, the tape has never heen played publicly and is being kept locked up

+by either the Attorncy Conbrn]'s office or the F.B.T. But T don't find that

:surprising in light of what an American Embassy officer told me was on that tape.
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Jonestown), a young man attached to the Amerlcan Embassy named Charles English

&

(who 18 27 years old and had spent one year in (orcfgn service) descrlbed parts

of the tape recording to myself, Tim Carter and two reporters whose names 1 can't

recall. Probably the most sIpntffcant thing he sald was that he thought the tape

would never be played publicly because 10 would he an esbarrassment to the Unifted
( O
States. He sald it reveals that the pcople of Joncstown were not coerced into

taking their lives, but rather the deaths resulted baslcally from a collective

decision based upon the perception that the community was doomed and there was no
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to the tape in Georpetown, LS, Anbassador John Burke came inte the room and also

listened to ft. When 1t was finished, Burke told those in the room, in no uncertain

terms, that they had better not breathe a word of what they heard. He then took

the tape into hifs personal costody.

Another official, the man who headed the Cuyancse end of the investigation into

Jonestown, corroborated what English sald was on the tape.  But be went even beyond

what Enplish said., Skip Roberts {Cuyana's Crime Chief) told me in a private

left Guyana, that the tape showed solidarity of the

conversation, the day belore |
eople of Joneastown. Ilo sald he was deeply moved by what he heard. He sald that

-]

1f he were In Jonestown at the time of the deaths, he could sce how he would have

willingly died with the people, Lt he been part of the comminitv. Morcover, he

TR

Ko
told me he believed there was “autslde plim to destroy Jonestown,

This was no crackpor mak Tnp wild statements, bt Coyama's number two Taw
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enforcement official, trained by academies in the U.S,, who {s highly respected and
has a reputation for being Incorruptible. But 1t's doubtful that he can admit
publicly the things he safd (o me in private. Ile may do it but it's a touchy
political issue. Cuyana feels It can 111 afford to offend or embarrass the U.S.
while It has an outstanding T.M.F. Joan and [s sccking additional atd, (English
of course would be risking h?gsjtlngn admit what he told us about the tape and
Ambassador Burke.)

But 1f there 1x nothing to hide, then whocever has the tape should be willing
to make it public. 1t scems to me that a recording of the last hour of ltfe for
over 900 people is cxtremely relevant and cruclial for the public to hear. I
have no doubt whatsocver that the recording was made I{ntentionally. It was found
on the tape machine in the pavillon, where mvctlngsbgigfnormally recorded and where
it was in full vicew of scores of people. Jones asked that all meetings he i
recorded and 1 have no doubt that the last meeting was any exception because I

believe he wanted to leave semething that would prove why the people died.

An article in Rolling Stone magazine sald 1t concisely: Tt stated, "The mass sulcides

of history, Masada and Salpan, had occurred when a people were under slege and
surrounded by enemices. Jones and the people of Jonestown were no exception: {or
months they had been harassed, persecuted, surrounded and besieped by shadow forces,
When the final attack was fmminent and undeniable, they chose to diec."”

T believe the tape will corroborate this, and T am convinced that [ts contents
have been deliberately misrepresented to the press. Why {s {t being kept locked
up? Because its contents would help to reveal the truth ahout Jonestown, that's
why, The press should demand that the tape be made puble. I'm not talking about
a transcript, either..hccnusc the Embassy officer (Chas. English) said a transcript
would not give an accurate portrvayal of what was poeing on-- therce were tuo'many
overlapping voices. Tn order to be properly cvaluated and understeod, the entire

50 minutes of the oriplnal tape should be plaved to the press, uncdited- and

(ud




S

uncensored. {(The Guyanese were provided a copy of the tape by American officials,
but it may not be the same onc Skip Roberts heard.)

It would take a lot of pressure for that tape to be played because I believe,
from the accounts I've been given, 1t would reveal too clearly something that the
government does not want to admit, and cannot ndmlt-; that Jonestown representsa
a symbol of the massive institutional faflure of this country to mect the nceds of

ita own citizens., 1It's no colncldence that most of the members of Peoples Temple

were black, when you consider that most of the inhabitants of the huge slums and
ghettoes in virtually cvery large clity of America are black. They don’t like
living {n misery and if they could pet out they would, but they aren't belng
provided the opportunities thev necd to do so, That's why so many blacks jeined
Peocples Temple~- it provided the opportunity te escape the misery of their lives (L“
in the ghetto. Jim Joncs jumped into the vacuum crecated by the faflure of this
system to meet the necds of its black people. He then met those needs that had
been neplected and pave the credit to socialism. The U.S, Intelligence apparatus
would obviously feel duty-hound to stop him, particularly tn light of their history

and rcputation for poinp aflter propressive polfteal and eivil rights organizations.

Beyond the satisfaction of thele matertal neods, people found dignity aml
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n the Temple that racism ha

nple that ad previously denfed them
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P But attempts to deny
Temple members their new found freedom=-and to us Lt was frecdom--still persinted
even after the move was madc to another country. And that's why so many chose to
die in the end, 1t was a moral act of courage amd commitment to thelr bheliefs.
They were saying, "We're not golng to take anymore. We'll die by our own hand
rather than be destroyed or hroken-up by the long arm of the oppressor.”
What I'm saying Is that the reason so many people died and tock their children's
lives 1s becausc they belleved thelr communlty--that they had butlt with their own

handu--was under sfepe by the linfred States povernment, which T apree was the case.

The State Dept, was well aware of the Temple's nepotfations to move to the Soviet
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Union In order to cscape the threats to its securlty In Guyana. Undoubtedly the
State Dept. and the C1A wanted to prevent a tremendous Soviet propaganda victory
based upon nearly 1000 Americans moving to the Soviet Unlon in quest.of the Human
Rights they had been denied in the U,S. But to whatl]engths was the State Dept.
prepared to go to discredit Jonestown? Would thev sacrifice a congressman?
Evidently. Otherwise, why dld they allow Congressman Ryan to go to Jonestown when
they were told in a lcpal affadavit that there was arms there and thev knew the
visit would be considered an act of provocatlon. Why did they allow it? ‘Because
the State Dept. wanted an incldent. Well, they got {t. I'm not even convinced
that they got more than they barpained for, since the affadavit alse told of
nuicide rehearmals-- and warned the State Dept. thar they should be taken serious-
ly. Moreover, in a letter from Peoples Temple to the State Dept., 1t was stated
that Temple memberiwould rather die than be harassed from continent to continent.
The State Dept. purposcly rnl]@ﬂhv bluff by sending Ryan: it was a deliberate act
of provocation.

T believe in the basic rightness of the 1ife and work that went on {n Jones-
town, and I can't disassociate mysceif from the people who died, nor do I want to.
They were beautiful people who cared about cach other and who identified with all
people who suffer npprosginn and persecution around the world., Jonestown functioned
on a high level of c¢thical behaviour and human devotfon that you had to see and
experience in order to comprehend. The rights of the {ndividunl were respected and
defended; sharing and concern Tor others was o requlrement,  These things were ke
a code of the community. The people weren't bralawashed fanaties or cultiata-- ;he
Temple was not a cult. It was a political orpganizatlon that bullt {ts own socialist
community. It might ﬁu Fakr to say Lhey were lfanatleal in one sense: After moving
6000 miles to get away from raclsm and harassment, they weren't going to he pushed
around anymore. Maybe 1t sounds trite but they were saying hnsfca]]y the some
thing as Patrick lenry, that Is, "let us have our freedom, or we will die."

7




But the State Dept. and C.1.A. couldn't alford to let such a large group of
nocinlists from the Unhted States Moad frecdom In another land,  So they harassed

us by sending thelr lackeys, through Tim Stoen, to Guyana and deliberately played

upon the paranoia that oxistain Jonestown, untli] they finally got what they wanted.
The truth about Jonestown I8 being coverced up because our government agencles

were involved in its destructlon up to thelr necks. I am convinced of this

lbecause, among many other reasons, I was an {nformant when 1 first joined Peoples
Temple., 1 didn't remain one, however, because 1 came to realize that the Temple (; K/k\
was probably the only hope for the many people It was helping off the streets,

off of drugs, out of crime, and out of mental institutions, jails, and priscns,

I learned to identify with thesc people until they hecame my hrothers and sisters
and then T understood what it meant to be black and old and poor in this soclety--
the hell of living cveryday In Tear.

The peaple of .Jonestown dicd--as one sulclde nete sald-- because they weren't
allowed to live in peace. They dicd because they dldn't want to be leftr with no
choice but to come bhack to live In the rat-infested ghettoes of America. They
died for all those who suffer oppression. 1 refluse to let my black brothers and

sisters and others in Jonestown, dic in vain.






