August 6,1577

TO WHOM IT MAY CORCERX:

Baving been the wife of Jis Jones for 28 years, I think I have a perspective
of his life in which you might be interested.

I met Jiz in 19547 when 1 was & student nurse at Reid Memorial Hospital in Richmond
Indiana, He worked full time at night as an orderly while attending Richmong

High School. We were married June 12,1949, We moved to Bloomington, Indlana

where we both attended Indiana where we both attended Indiana University full
time, To pay f4r his education, Jim worked full time at odd jobs. Ee was &n

excellent student, and faced a bright future in any career he chose.

In the 30 years I have known Jim, his primary concern has always been for those
fellow human beings who are relentlessly eoppressed. I have never known hipm to
make a decision that would bepefit him or our family at the expense of anyone
else, There hae never been an issue involving human rights that Jiz thought
"too ingignificant®™ to deal with, For example, duripg his freshman year at
college he walked aut of a barbershop with one half a bair cut, because the
barber stated he would not cut a BRlack person's hair. On another occasion he
was hitchhiking home from Indiana University when the man with whor he was
riding made a racist repark. He immediately demanded to be let out of the car,
and walked. Another time the police were called becasuse he was supposedly
disturbing the peace, The peace was ™ disturbed” because Jim refused to eat
lunch quietly in a restaurant whena Black man was forced to take his lunch

out in a paper bag.

In the mide 1950's, Jim was the assaciate pastor of a large church in Indiane
apclis, Indiana. The pastor was near retirement and Jim was 10 succeed him.
However, one day he discovered that Black people were being zeated in the
back row of the church, He aszked that I escort them to the platform. Right
after that meeting, a church Bvard meeting was called. The Bpard offered

him, a5 an alternative, to buiid a church that he could pastore= for Elacks
only., He walked away from this position, saying " any church where I pastor
will be open to all people,” It was then that he established Peoples Teople.

In the early 1960's, Jim was very 11l and was to be admitted as a patient to
the Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis, Indiana, At that time he was Directo:
of the Mayor's Commission on Human Rights. His physician was Black, and, when 1t
came time to assign Jim a room, the admitting clerk asked him if he was
®colored or white." Jim, who was badly in need of medical attention, was

ce-) -T4T- 73



2.

incensed a d refusedto go to bed until the hospital was it ated,.Black
frierds who were patients at that time told of being moved in order to integrate
the wards, It took several hours, but Jip did not lay down til2 it was done,
although he was ip much pain.Jim's concern has always been results, not
publicity, and although he was Director of the Mayor's Commission on Ruman
Rights, Jin did not call the press "to get “coverage™.

I recall vividly the Mar of "1959 when one of our children was killed iz a
car accident, The cenetaries ware gegregated and our daughter was Korean,
Blacks ang other 'Third World people were burjed in the low lands were water
often stood, inches deep. Jiz was told that he and I could have our child
buried in the ™ white section", He replied, ® I camnot bury our child any-
place where any member of mpy church camknot be buried.” And so, I can picture,
these many years later, cur five year 0ld being lowered into a grave, half
filled with water, in a swacp land, It is a painful mezmory, but ope which I

wyould not erase, nor do I regret it for one moment.

Ji= has always had a special tenderpess for seniors. ] remember visiting one
of our members in a tonvalescent kospital in Indimna. She war dying of cancer,
and had been neglected. She whispered to us,” get me out &f here, please,”
Jir looked at me, and then turned to her and rodded, Be got on one side of
her and I on the other, and we carried her out of the hospital, over the
protests of the administrator., She stayed 1n our home, and we cared for her
until she died csoze wonths later. Yes, I -know that technlcally we did
srong—— but itwas unjust to let her suffer, and I don't regret what we
did.Not one fota.

As 2 result of his strong stands for justice( and I have given just a very
few exacples of the kind of personal stands he took, almost daily} our family
has been greatly harassed . Jis's life has been threatened so much that

I feared zreatly that our children would be deprived of thelr father at a
young age, However, we botkh knew that the only way to teach our children
worthwhile values was to live our convictlons despite the risk, So,

despite the risk, Jim has always been ver’ open , and forthright about his
belliefl in economic and social equality.

In 1965 we decided to move to Northern California. We had small chkildren of
different racial backgrounds and we thought that Califprznia was the most
progressive state. The harassment contipued. Qur children were taunted,

aniomals killed, Jin?s life threatened. A bowdb was placed under the bus where

be and I were sleeeping.on one occasion. Qur San Francisco church was destroyed 51
an argon fireg and .rebutlt by our people.

Jim has ajways lived his life under the close scrutiny of kis mmbers, We

bave alvayslived modestly. Indeed, if we had not worn umsed clothing, and

bought second hand furniture, we would rot have been able to adopt opur children.
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Since cow |, to CalifOliie, «—

;rue‘liﬁg -chedﬁla. gontrary to my wishes and urging 2 Wild nus ewy -.

Los Angeles, Tides tne pf the &hurch owned busses, It was over his
protest that a compartment was built in the rear of one “he busses so

he could get aome rest. He hag never pisared a vacation . .aout planning for
all the pecple, You will not find hix basking on some beach, or in a

Rvish hotel. At Christmas 8ll the children of the church bad the sace

apoiubt spent on them, S0 that no child would feel ashamed . When families
couldn't afford to buy presents, Jim saw that they got the amount peeded

to see that all childmm had an equal Christzas,

Thie is just a very very brief sketch. T could write a véliume 01 exarples
of his concern for individvals, animals, and plants. I would like to tl-se
by saying that if I were not married to Jim I wowld still be & member

of hie congregation, His totally selfless life has beern an inspiration

to me, and I believe wholeheartedly inh what he stands for~w— socialism,

Sincerely,

Mrs, llarceline Jones
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