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March 14, 1978

TO ALL U. 8 SENATORS AND MEMBERS OF CONGRESS:

Ws at Peoplesr Temple have been the subject of harassment by several agencies
of ths U.S. Governmant, and are tapidly meaching the point at which patience is
axhyusted. Radical Trotskyite slements which defected from our organization when
we refused to foliow their viclent courss have been orchestrating a campaign against
wm. Two of them, Michae! Cartmell and Jim Cobb, were actually discoversd making
ammunition several ysars agc. These same two persons have boasted sbout know-
ing persons in the TIRS and FCC and uming them tc get back at Psoples Temple.
They alsc vowsd recently to several witnemes that they would see to it that our
group of over 1,000 US. citizens {cwrently conducting a highly successful agricultural
project in Guyana) wers starved out by having funds cut off from the U.S. To date,
seviral agenciis huve been atiempting variouws forms of harrassnent. First was the Social
Security, which trisd to dany Jegitimate beneficiaries of their rights by cutting off all
checks that ware coming to Guyana. Through the intervention of various govsrnment
officials, we were able to have this minstated as it should have been.

Now, bowevar, we see that the IRS and Treasury Dept. and even the Federal
Communicstions Commimion, ¢ trying to initiate ways to cut off our Lifelines. The
FCC has suddenly decided to pursue a very minor complaint that was registersd a year
ag0. It i cewr that the intantion is to disrupt our emential medium of communicaticn,
amsteur radio. Each week we contact thousands of amateur radio operators; contacts
and consiltation with doctors in the U.S. have literally saved lives and have engendared
tremendous goodwill in this part of the world. We consistently praise the U.S. over
the airways and remain sntirely supportive of US. policy in the Carfbbean and aroamd
the world, sspecially with nop-aligned nations. |t seems utterly crus! to deprive such
8 large group of Amwericans of their only means of quick communication with the US.
Ws cannot believe that you would want to see this, nor would you in any way condone
such an organized sffort to “marve out™ hundreds of U.5. citizens, whe are meking to
live in peace and be & credit to the US. slsewhere. Thess same agencies and elements
in the prem would seek to destroy any progremive thinking official.

Our cooperative project in Guyana has been cited by psople the world over as an
sxample of & new image for the U.S. This project and the efforts of Peoples Temple
were recently praised in the magazine One World, » publication of the Warld Council
of Churches. Even Rumia’s New Times magarine has praised this work and done a0
in spite of our strong support of Russian people of Jewish descent, an obviows dis-
agreernant. We receive letters weekly from Russis, as wel! as from people in other
parts of the workd who have heard of the project, offering advice and assistance. In
fact, mveral overtures have been made from Russia, which sees ouwr current harsssment
o 2 form of political persecution. We do not want to take amistance from any people

nor do we want to become ap international isgue. We alao do not intend to be sarved

out by having our legitimately sarned income cut off through the afforts of Trotskyie

people and embittered malcontents. We have no political aspirations whatscever. Jim
Jones has wpent the last B months working to develop the project in Guyana. We wish
to continue to do e unmolested and unhamparsd. This project has done & great deal
of practical good for the US, not only in promoting & positive image in a place where
many of the populace have more of » left Jeaning, but also in a very tangible way
ially. The amount of tax dollars we have mved the U.S. by taking people off
welfare and off 5S! and xteering some from inevitable lives of crime would wial con-
servatively in the hundreds of thousands. More importantly than that, Lives have been
saved that would have been meant for destruction. It seerms crue! that anyone would
want to escalate this type of bureaucratic harrassment into an international igue, but
it is equally evident that people cannot forever be continually harrassed and beleaguered
by such tactics without seeking alternatives that have been presented. I can say with-
out hegitation that we are devoted 10 a decision that it is better even to die than to
be constantly harrassed from one continent to the next. I hope you can look into
thia matter and protect the right of ovwr 1,000 people from the U.S. to live in peace.
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