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Dear *'r. JLane:

I am in receipt of vour letter reoardxnu the nronosed
vigit of a dslenatior from the Fouse Iternational Relations
rommittes to the nation of Ruvana. Vhile T am nleased to
have vour offer of assistance to the Tormittee on hehalf of
the Feonle's Terole at Jonestovn I must respectfully dissent
from certain assumntions which vere aonarent in vour Jetter.

First, the Committes a ff, =5 a matter of
rolicvy ané stan?ard oractice, works throuch our Frhassv and
the aovernnent of the nation which it visits Secord, it is
my volicy, when I am a delecation Thairman cnnductlrn inouiries
at home or abroad, to cdeal vith the prxncinals in B oiven situa-
tion. To that end, I sent a te]ﬂoram on “ovember 1 teo “r, Jim
Jones askina for h1s cooneration in a ratter affectinc the
personal lives of an unknovn but large nunher of I'.f. citizens,
who are presently residino on his nroperty ir Jonestown and
in Georoetown. Fe has not vet renlied, but I nresuyre he is in
touch vith the Mmerican I'mhassy and 2rhassador John Purle ahoutl
this inauirv., Tt is for this reason that T ashed *r. Jarnns
Echpllaert, as an attornev on the staff of the Formittec, to
resnon® to vour telenhone incuirv, to vhic* vou rale refersnce.

T reorat that vou vill not he ahble to he in Guvana, this
next wasy, but I understand that “'r. Janes hag othar lena) rcoun-
se] availahle in the event he faels such counmel ig necessarvy,
In a situation where the Cornittee schedule fpes not coircide
vith vour ov'n perscnal schefule, T rust chviously vesolve such
a conflict for the nited States Vouse of Tenresentatives. 7
hope that vou +vill understand,
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I sn also interestof® in vour statemant that “varicus
acencics of the U.F. foverament “ave sorevhat rconkeigtratly
annressed the °non]e & Temple.” Inv such assurotion vith re-
uare to our fommittee is grossly in error. T am intercstied in
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lacating and t2lling to certain nersens in that comrunity whose

rothers, fathers, hrotheres, sistors, hueshan®s and wives have
anted ne to incuire on their hehal¥,

It is true that most of the corments I have “esrd fron
relatives are negative, Tut that is preciselv the purnose of
this inouiry. Tather than tate the vord of relatives vho can
be presuned to he under sore &notaonal bias, I intend to go to
the spurce and to allow trose "on the other side” the onnor-
tunity to sneak in their ovn hehalf. In this case, I have of-
fered 'ir. Jones and his sunnorters the full opnortunitv to
soca¥ for themselves, I oresume they will accent such an offer.
It is made with the full intentior of alloving anv and all to
sneak for the record.

I am at a loss to unferstand the references on the second
page of vour letter toc merbers of r. Jones’ qroun who have had
to *flee fror the United Ftates to enjov their fresdom.™ I
certainly hore tuch nersons will he availahle to cive such tes-
tinony to sunnpnrt vour cornment.

I ar svch more putzled by veur further vague refergnces
to one or two other countries that have offered "refuce” to
the. 1200 rmmricans in Joncstown. Am T to understand, then,
that al) 1200 have alreadv been asbed if thev would be willing
to travel to vet another country an? hegin their lives, under
vhat rust already he Aifficvlt conditions at hest? Perhans ve
can jearn more about that after we arrive.

Finally, Vr. Lane, T am truly disanpointed wvith vounr
use of the phrase "witch hunt” in connection with an open and
honest innuiry ~f the T'nited States Pouse of Pepresantatives
into the wel®are of Mmerican citizens nresently Jivine in
Jonestown, The committee asks no more of “ir. Jones than anv
narent does vhose son or davchter ix awvay at school or vhose
mother or father resifes in a distant convalescent hore or
hosnital,

¥o "persecution™, as wvou out it, is intepded, Mr. Lane,
But vour vague referance tn the "the creation of the mnst
nnh.r.gx{nn eituation for the American rnoverrrent” does not

imnress me &t 2)1. If the comment is intendcod as a threat,
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I relieve it raveals mors than ray have haen intentan ¥
oresume Ur. Jonos would ret Yo osurmnnritive of srch oa comrent.

~he Cormittes Ao 12 1 ’ vor 4
Aorns irtend to discuess the vhorcetours, Yivino eonditiors end
nrneral welfare of the 1200 “mericans ven ofayr 4p, vith oar
rrhassy, vith the officials nf the netion n Znvana ard of
courss, ve hore, vith “r, Joses as the 1erder of the rroun,
e ast For an® hans for the eocneration of all, T, too, hons
that the incuirv can rove ahead in ar aricable faghion,
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cc: Poverarf Jir Jones
Foreion “inister of fuvara
rrine "finistar of Turann
rrhaseadoy Taursnce “‘ann of "uvana
rAnbassacor Jdnhr Purke of Unite? Siates

resiretant fFecretary of Frate
for Tatin Arerican *flairs





