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hether they liked him or not, most who knew Leo Ryan agreed he had
flamboyance, tenacity, nerve and a knack for drawing attention to social
abuses. A man who marched to the beat of his own drum, he galled
bureaucrats, some of whom, according to a former aide, viewed the
Democratic congressman from Northern California as the worst-case-scenario bull in their

china shop.
As a congressman, his brassiness caused him to routinely do things which to others were

unthinkable, such as “dropping in” at CIA headquarters in Langley, Virginia, to interrogate
the spymasters about what they hadn’t been telling Congress.

“I told him to leave them alone,” a former Ryan associate told Freedom. The
congressman was accustomed to busting down doors, he said, a dangerous practice when °
dealing with an agency experienced in the art of assassination. Ryan, however, pressed
ahead.
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‘SOCIALIST NATION HAS COME A TONG WAY

4T gaid I would inform the Soviet

intentions of the Peoples Temple. ‘If
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the members of the commune want to
SRR L meet representatives of the Soviet
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THE THEN-SOVIET “Jones replied that such a trip would
UNION IN MIDDLE be desirable either late in November

OF THE COLD or early in December of 1978.”
From “The Jonestown Carnage,”

WAR = = = Progress Publishers, USSR, 1987, p. 115.
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