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PEOFLES TEMPLE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH  BUPPORTS  FIRST
AMENDMENT

IN TRE BOUAE OF REFREBENTATIVES

Mr. Speak-
er, 1 was recently made aware of the fact
that the congregation of the Peoples
Temple Christtan Church of Redwood
Valley, Calif, haa donated a iclal of
#4400 for the defense of Willlam Fatr
snd other reporters Jalled for refusing
1o reven! thelr sources of Information. I
would ke {0 commend the Rev. James
W. Jones, who Is prator of the church,
and every member of his congregatton
for this outstanding demonstration of
their commitment to the principies on
which this country was founded.

I would like to include (n the Recoms
at this point & few ttems which appenred
in the preas recently about Peoples Tem-
ple. The first 18 an article from the IAPA
News, which is published bimonthly by
the Inter American Prems Associstion.
This jtem appeared In fhe February-
March edition, and reads s follows-

CHmatH DoMariow Amt FIOHT ros PRese

FagEDoMt

The Inter American Prows Associntion. we
sl xnuw, operates mriotly on dues paid by
members and does Sot solicit outalds oon-
tributona for ite maln task of defanding and
promoting freedom 'of informalion in the
Americas Recettly, however, wa raceived an
unnalleited enntribution that morsd us deep-
1y. We sccepted Jt with gratitude and fuil
apppreciatinon of the high principles that
moved the donors,

Ths donation of §280 cam+ from the con-
gregation of the Peaples Teémple Christian

o ————

Church, of Redwood Valley, Osllfornis, whoes
pastor, th# Raversod Junes W. Jones, hae
sparked » campsigh 1o defense of thy Firet
Amendment to the consmitution,

“Wa belleys,” wrots James R Pugh, In be-
B! of the Board of Elders, "that tha Amar-
loan way of iifs is belng threstsned by the
rectnt Jallings of oewa reporters for refusal
to reveal thelr sources, As & church, wa feel
& reyponsiblity to dafend the free apeéech
clause of the First Amendinent, for without
it Amsrica will have lowt Ireedom of con-
sclencs and the climate will becoms rips for
tolalitarianiam.”

Tha elders voted the donation aftsr hear-
Ing the Rev. Jonas rend "4 4D OTerflow con-
Bragailon’” etferpta from & report on tha
wlate of the presd {n the U8, tnade by Rrady
Pisck, editor of the Clnelnnatl Enquirer,
and regtonal vice shalrman of the JAPA‘S
Committes on Freedom of the Press. at the
JATA’s annual mesting last October In Chile,
Mr. Ainck.” the covering lutter sald, "gave
& luckl and convineing account of develop-
menta In our country sonstituting a threst
0 the penple's right to know.” Ths lstter
was addreassd to Francts Dale, Publisher of
The Endquirer.

Mr. Pugh reporisd that & grand toial of
#4400 had been contributed by the congre-
Retton, mades up 0f “ordinary working peaple
of all backgrounds,™ for the defenss of Wil
finmy Furr and other reporters |alled for ro-
fusing to raveal thelr snurces of Loforme-
tion.

“Na acknowledgsment for this contribu-
tion s necesmary,” wrote Mr. Pugh. ~“We wiah
stmply to demonetrate . , , that there are
churches and other growps in soctety which
ars not connected with the Inmitutional
prees who Ao todesd care about thin thrsat
1o frestintm of aprech, preas and conkcienca.’™

He said the donation waa “ta bs tised BB
g koe AL i drfensk of & frée preas”™

Tha Peoplea Trmpls Christian Church, un-
Aot tha Rev Joned does not Anly take & stand
o cottitnuenat pighta The chrtrh Rivy

hae establiabed & drug rehabilitation pro-
gram, two convarwent homes, & A0.aere
hotrie for meniatly retirded bopa, three sentor
cilizen's homes and An animal shslier,

The neat item appeared (n the Ban
Pranclsco Chronicle of January 17 of this
yenr, and without further introduction,
I piace it In the Reconp:

A CHuncw CHvrs 14,400 o TiE Paran

Tweivs Newspapers—among  them  The
Chronicis—and & brwsmagazine and & tela-
vislon miattnn Bave bren awardsd grants to-
taling 440D hy Peoplex Temple Chrietian
Chureh of the Discipies nf Chriat for uss “in
the defanse of n [res press ™

Announcement of the Franta wae mads
yeatarday In TUkian, Mendocinn counly, by
ths board of truatess of the chutrch, which
han & statewide membearship of mars than
T600.

THARAY

fpeaking for the board, trustes Jamea R.
Pugh asid:

"Ya beliwvs the American way of 1ifs 1s ba-
tng threataned by Lthe recent faflings nf news
reporters Tor refusal to revesl Lhelr sources.

“As s church, we teel & reaponaibiiity to
dstend the fres nperch cianuse of ths Firat
Amendment, for without It Americe wlll have
lost fresdom of conaciencs and ths rliimate
wiil becoms rips Tor tatalitarianiam ™

Pugh said the church's pastor, the Rev.
Jim Jones, hed “publicly enmmendsA” The
Chronicle snd 1ts "Ains editorial alam” tfor
taking a strong editorisl position in defense
of the Firat Amendinent and for “the high
quality of the newspaper ™

"The Aan Franciaco Chionlrle has shown
fisalft to he falr, lucid, vomprehentive and
£ourkgeons iN coffronting many 1aaues head
on,” trustes Pugh anid.

SOCTAL

Called tesa formally Peopies Temple, the

chureh 18 best Known and highly regarded

for ita ete.a works ®hich Inciude houaing
and fseding senior citizena and medical con-
uln"onu ™aintaining & homs for retarded
rehabtiittating youthful drug users, and
m\-!lnu not-msmbere &8 well &8 mamhers
of the falth through college shd legsl d181-
cultise,

In secopting the grant In behalf of The
Chronicis, Charles de Toung Thisrlot, sditor
and publisher, sxpressed hia thanks to the
Peoplea Tempis Chritian Church

‘Thisrict sald the $200 awsrded is The
Chrenicle will bs turned over to Bigma Della
Chi, the profemional journaiistic socisty,
whish ls active in defanse of fresdom of the
presa,

And next I would like Lo zhare with our
ovlleaguen the text of & renoiution which
the Christlan Church of Northern Call-
fornin-Nevads—Drisciples of Christ—
passed by an cverwhelming margin on
May 19 st thelr 197) mnnual meeting.
The resolution was offersd by the First
Christian Church of San Jose and won
broad suppott from the 230 delemntes
nttending the eonvention at the Firwt
Christian Church of Moderto, Calll. The
deleintes represented about 16,000 mem-
bera [rom 19 congregationa,

The text of the resolution follows:

Wheress, the church stands for fresdom,
and the fres Aow of Information, snd

Whereas, the pubiio medis, namaly the
Ppreas, is ubder InCreased thallehge s to I8
egrreintng frecdom 'n news and programming,
as gusrsntsed by the Mt Amsndment of
the Conatiluting, and

Whersas, ona of our songregstionn, Feoples
Trmpla Christtan Church, Radwood Talley,
California, has meds a Anancial contributicn
for use In deferiss of & fres prest a8 FURFAT-
terd hy Lhe FiTal Afnandment,

Tharefnre, ha it rescived Lhat the Christlsn
Churrh of Northern Cafifornis -Nevads (Dia-
ciplea of Chrint] mesting (o 1ta Annual Msei.
Ing Mag 1IN, 1# and 20, 1073, at Firat Chrie-
tian Churth, Modesto, Callfornis, aneoursge
1ta mercher congregal ions to make their voice
heard in rupport of & free and responmible
preas by sither making 8nancial contribu-
t'ons o tnnure & frea and responathie press
or by letting our elsctad oMcinin, repressnta-
Liven ol the tommunicatlons medis, and
olhers know thal ws oppoas any sctton which
tniringes on the Firat Amendment.

And be It further resolved that the Chris-
tian Churrh of Neorthern Californie-Hevads
{Dartpies of Christ), meeting In its Anbual
Mepriting, May 1B, 10 snd 20, 19732 st Fin
Christian Churdh, Mordealn, Califorhis make
known te ou. elected ofMe represantatives
of communicaiions media, snd othsre our
support of & fres and reaponsible press and
our commitment to that pnsition snd our
rejactinn of any action which (nfringes on
1he Firat Amendment,

‘Ihe Chureh Board, First Christian Church
Man Jose, Californis.
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