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about J~e-:t..qwn .... .f;uyime.we haye been over the past months, and 

esw~cially i[TllTl!3d~ai;ely after the disaster last Novembert exposed 

to all sorts of sars~tiona1ism and assumption from various areas 
' ·. :'•I .. .· . 

of the Presa, national and international about exactly what 
• ".' ' . '1·;, !:!1;· ·. 

happened et the Jonestown Settlement. There have been numerous 

~ a~bo~rits too~'ebout dci~gerbus weapons and .eAu~pment, about extra

. 6:i:'di'iiary ·appliances in the area,·, ;and about G!Jverf)ment.' s. condoning 

' cif the sstablishrnent of a 1 State within ~- State'. 

It was because of those rumours, and of a desire to bare 

t
0

he fac'ts about exactly what were found at the 5.ettlement, that 

the·Pa:tty and Gbvernment decided to conduct a special investi

gcltibn into the nature and quantity of al.l,i;ypes and c~~egories 

of physical assets· at the,Jonesto,wn Sett.lemen.t s.t the. time crf the 

.t~agedy~ 

This Report sought to be as factual as it was possible, 
,. ,; 

with as much detail as acquired. Care was taken to avoid dis-

cussion on issues and of what happened at Jonestown. That was 

not the purpose of the investigation. 
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My responsibility was specifically to do a thorough and 

comprehensive inverto.rising. Th~s w~s ,a significant undertaking 

and an extreme necessity, since the Guyanese people needed some 

: ·!<-ind. :of ;assurance. or.;-,,thef f;;;c:t~• : ::~Al~:.pert-inent·· :facts have been 

c,ollected and -presented.· The•.Repq~t ·conta.l.ns·- at;collir\ts;_ of"the 

·Education System, the Agricultural ·Develtipmeht- :Prdgramm-e/''the 

Buildings and Structures;· ·the E'quipnieh't, · Machinery' •an'd ~a 11' 

materials- found :immediately after• the disaster. -: · 

I_t is hoped tpo i;h~t, with the Feport, our .P.E/PP,l_e,, .would 

furth.er understand the ,dimension of untruths ;an~ mis;repr~.senta-

tions to which .the foreign pr~s.s has. gone to ,tarnish th_e !lf!me of 

the country. 

Jonestown was no utopia.. It repres~nt!')d, CC)mprehensively, 

one of the many examples of hinterlancj development p:roje_cts which 

. reflect the pplicy. ,of th~ Guy~~~ Gpverriment. Jrom a pur,ely statal 

. point of viewJ thaGµyana,Natiqnal Service is: sup~ ~n .~~arople. . . . . ' . . . . , ., . 

The establishment of the Demerara Wood Complex town,~.li~fL_:f.uFther 

exemplifies this approach to 'busting' open the interior and 

establishing townships and viable ·eoanomic:. commLin;i ties • 

~.-
·:, .. . >····. 

:;. ;,:··· 

'.; .. .-(-. 

1 
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The physical layout, the landscaping, the organisation 

of the agricultural, irrigational and electrical systems, the 

presence and siting of important community buildings such as the 

school, the clinic, the kitchen, etc., all indicate a serious 

effort to carve out a meaningful community in that part of the 

North-West jungle, rich and fertile, and with great natural resource 

potentials. 

This Report can only set out the facts and details of 

physical and env~ronmental existence at the Jonestown Settlement. 

'' It is hoped that parsons reading this, would be stimulated by the 

facts to visit Jonosto~n and, indeed, encourage others to do so 

as a further stimulus to build and 'bust' open our beautiful rich 

interior for progress and development. 

I have tried my best to give as much information as I 

felt necessary and useful. It must be appreciated that there has 

been a number of difficulties in the collection of data. 

My sincere thanks to those who g8ve me th:i.s opportunity 

to see for myself what man can achieve when his mind conceives 

and believes, though the odds might seem unsurmountable. 

-··-··------------------



l 

,. 
I 

PREAMBLE: 

- 4 -

CONFIDENTIAL 

INV EN ID RY ANALYSIS OF THE .PEOPLE'S TEMPLE AGRICULTURAL 

2-S.TTLsME~T, JONESTOWN 1 NORTH WEST DISTRICT 

, .. 

The People's Temple, Disciples of Christ, is a religious 

, •.. , Or,ganisation. incorporated in California, .United States of America, 

!·andi a member>cliwrch of .the General Assembly ·of the Christian 

..Church• 1 D:iscd!ples· of' .Cm:-ist', In:corporated. This Body is officially 

re:c::ognised bydhe United 5t<ates of Amer:ica, ·Internal Revenue Set-

vice, and by the Stat~ tifX~li~ornia Fr~hchise Tax Board ~s a 

tax-exempt religious organisation • 
.... :.· 

. By Resolutiori No~ 73-5, the Board of Directors of this 

Body was authorised to establish a branch church and agricultural 

mission in the Co~operative .Republic, of Guyana, to be operated in 

accordance with the National Development Plan of Guyana. 

The Resolution empowered J.W. Jories, Pas~or and President, 

and all persons designated by him, to take any and all actions 

necessary or convenient to the establishing of a branch church and 

of an agricultural and rural development mission in the Co-operative 

Republic of Guyana. The Reso~ution also authorised any two of the 

following six persons to conduct the business of. the Body in 

Guyana~ 
-----··-·----



.i ·.· ~ ·. .. ·-
·. · .......... . 

- 5 -

l. James W ~ ·Jones 

. . ~~. . . .. 
2. Archie J, Ijames~ . .,,,• 

... : 

,, '3, Timothy D. Stoen 

4, Eugene B. Ch~ikin 

· 5. Carolyn M, Layton 

t' i 6. Marceline M. Jones 
. ._; 

• 1,: 

,, 
in their cap9ciLy as· has LBes, applied to the Commissione,r c;>f Lands 

and Surveys for, and on behalf of, the.P~ople.1 s. Te!Tlple,Disciples ·of 

, i« . ~ .,-) . _i'. ;· .' . 1.., • : ! ~ I 

Chris.it Church~· to lease 25,000 acres of state land 'situa'ted 'in the 

. > ·-r i·: r·· , .. n. r:. -:'} ·;· 
Po:;c.t -~aHuma area in the North West Di.str.ict •. 

' ' '. ~ 

In s.upppF:t·c;i.f :their application, they submitted a proposal 
.... ,, ·. 

for the development of the area which contained the follciwing -
. ... ~ :. 

IJ. 

( i) . ~X:e!3mble 

(ii) De9cripti;on o.f land to be·· taken up 
,·,· ·' 

r. .>.·, 

(iii), Form, ·.of .taking .and holdi'f'l.g 'land 
r:. "·'" . . . . ·. ~ .. ·~ .';. ,'II ~ J' 

•• ~: ' ' d (iv) .Lan.d Use .. ~ 
:~; ;_~ r.~ .. ., '·' 

.i:. 

(a) Green are~!jl 1 . 
:·~ :'., ,-, j·_ > '..'. ' .· -··· .. 

);1 . 
'·t·;-· 

( b) Flooded areas 
; ~··. ·~· i ,: 

,, 

( c) IPJ at er storage 

(d) Livestock 
:·; .. ; 1,: l' •.. · .·•.:' 

(e) Agriculture 

(v) Land clearing I 
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(
. , ... .') . 
V:t. ~quipment sc~ed~1e 

(vii) Consfa:uttiori and development schedule 

(viii) Social structure and 1ntegration with 

., '··I 

the community •. 

(ix) Con(::lusion. 
/·'.. '~; ; ; 

·i •' . 

As a result of the ~iopo~al, ·a p:to~isional lease 

No •. 1/2/3843 dat~d April 10; 1974 was' 9r~rH'ed''for the 25,000 acres. 

This provisional l~ase w~s· ~- ~ermit whi61t:~llow~d the l~sse~ to 

explore the area for suitable land, for agricultural purposes 

within the 25,000 acres bloc • 

It shoulcJ b~ stated that a few' representatives had moved 

into the area before this provisional lease was issued, in order 

that they could identify the land. 
·) '~ 

After a few ma'nths ,· they submitted a progress report and 

development schedUl~ for·. the 'area. It''was 'stated that between 
'· 

Jai;iuc;i;y 1 and August 1, 1974 the! fallowing work had beE!n done -

.. ·.•, 

1. Site 'Location 

2. Pre~iminary Planning 

3. Leasehold Appli.cation 
' c /··' 

4. 
'.·.·: ,1 : : 

Commencement ~f Incorporation 

Procedures. 

--···------
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5. Arrangements .·for .. housini;i f.dr 

··, ~.:-.:;; ..... 1st Workers 1: • • Group' ,· .. · 

6.;, :: :.Initial .Clea·ring .. \' / 

7. Survey and Building .! 

It was projected that the work force would be increased 

to 30 between August~l~ 1974, and March 1, 1976, end that there 

would hav13 been· subse·quent increases: of that. amount ,:acc::ord.ing to 

the. capability· of a•bsorbing workers·. into· the ·pro.]ect. · 

: . . ' .~ .... 

It was proposed that between March 1, 197~ and Septemb~f. 
. . r· . ~ . 

1, 1977 the remaining houses would be built and additional-people 
< • 

would. come, m:auy or.·wtn:mrwt1wld be wives and children of those who 

came previously. .. ·;. 

On March 12, 1975, the group also reported that it had 

cleared 110 acres of land. i~ the araa •. This, along with the 

Progress Report and Development Schedule satisfied the Ministry''· 

that the) group was doing very well; and after a· re-examinatic:iri •by·: 

tha Miniater of Agriculture of its proposals and Farm Plan, it was 
.. '•\;.• . 

decided that the People's Temple, Discipl~s of Christ, could be 

granted 3,000 acres of land within the:25,DOO ac~es block. On 

March 26, 1975 tht:1 lease was approved, but. was issued an February 
. ' .... 1··.· ..... 

25, 1976. 
,. i .. ~ '' 

··! l. 
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.. . Al though the d.l'lte of,. issue o.f. the lease was February 25, 
.' •. .: t .,• , • .· •··· ! .• · 1 ·' • I.,· •, ,, 

197~. its,. effectiy,e dat~ was .April 10, .1974·, the date on which th8 

Provisional Lease ~as issued for a perio~ of 25 yaars. This 
;::· :1·· .·,, ,1 "··I','·".:; .' ,. . 

The number of the lease was . . ... 

DL 1/2/3843, and the area cqver~tj by it was 3,852 acres (gross). 

How~b~r, in actuality, only 3,000 acres were approved for develop

meht ir\tb'the Settlem~nt. A total of 852 acres of the g~oss area 
. ' ' 

consisted of several patches of uncultivable land. The People Is 

Tem~ie~ th~~ejd~e, was r~quired to pay for only 3,000 acres. 

Permission for the survey of this area was granted by the 

I ' 
Commissioner of Lands and Surveys on November 10, 1974. The survey 

commenced on April 5, 1975 and concluded on April 17, 1975. 

I;.' 

INTRC1bUCTION: 

The People's Temple Agricultural Sett~eroont, therefore, 

consisted of a tract of State Land occupying a total area of 

approximately five (5) square miles. This tract ~s the surveyed 

area held under Provisional State Land Lease DL 1/2/3843 by the 

People's Temple of the Disciples of Christ. 

(a) Area Location '/. 

Geographically, the Area was approximately seven (7) miles 

from tlrn Settlement of Port Kaituma arid thirty-six (36) 

" miles from the Matthew's Ridge Area. lt is situated be-

_ .. ______ _ 
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tween /\ratabaka Cre·ek and the Sebai River on the right 

bank of the Ka,iturna ,River within" the: Matthew i's Ridge_;·:" 

Ara.kaka-Por:t ·Kai tuma.1Area·, N6rth' West'.Regfofr~ 'CC:iunty '(jf ... 

,Essequibo1 . Guyana. See App-endix' A'· for 'the Get>g'r:~phic~i·· 

Map of the. Lbcntio~, Jonestd~ri: ' ~ 

. ' . ' ~ .~ 

The central area of the Settlement is ~oca~ed 3.2. mil~s 

from its on~rance. Access to it is by road which meanders 

through the Settlement for a distance of appro~imate~y 

four (4) miles. 

The first bloc of buildings is located one and a half 

miles from the entrance. These include a Cassava Mill 

and a 5tock Farm. Located another mile and a half away 

is the central bloc of the Settlement. This a;a~ ~n-
, . , . ',.; • I ~ ' .: 

compasses -

. . 

(i) living acc~mmodatian 
"; ·' 

(ii) power houses· 
':·i"· 

(iii) ' water pum.ps 
; .. 

(iv). hosp1tal and m~dic:al store 
i .· ; . 

(v) m~chanic~l store~~nd workshop 

(vi) ration store 

(vii) carpentry store 
..... - ·,; ' 

(vii~) bonds and warehouses 

(i~) auditorium 
,.l~ .. 

i' 

-· 
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··' Tx) · schools· (nursery·, primary- and secondary l 
\I 
I' 

I! ·(xi) industrial bloc 

"' (xii) ·miscellaneous structures 

See Appendi>< E - Sketch Plan of the Central Area of the 

Settlement~' This central complex is surrounded by agri-

cGltui~i aritivities excluding cassava cultivation. Plans 

~howingithe physical iayout of the main productive areas 

ate in Appendix c, 

This oessava cultivation is established further along on 
·'·?' 

both.sides of the access road between the entrance and the 

. ' central bloc. 

(b) Settlement Plan --------·---·---
The first ini:licatiori of a serious intention to settle in 

the interior began to take shape when Gene Chaikin, an 

American Attorney, came f{~s~ io Guyana with a small team 

ofl':emple members in January 1974-arid signed the Lease 

arfangi;;ments .•. Two of .the team rnernbe rs moved in before 

the provisional lease was issued - as rnention'ed earlier 

on - and stationed:themselves'ahou't seven (7) miles from 

the project site, Witi the aid of a tractor and much 

local labour from the ar~a·- primarily Ameri~dians who 

. '· we:ce pa.id to do land clearin'g on a job-work tia'sis -
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they began to clear away t.he._ jungle, quickJ..Y and relent

lessly, using troolie palms to make little huts which 

served aa their homes. Much of the food gnbwn at that 

time was also by local people - the ca?sav~, plantain, 

banana 7 s11met-potato and the like were grown by the 

Amerindians whose expertise in cultivating such crops was 
' ' ··, 

engaged for the purpose, i.e. td assist in growing food 

indigenous to the areai There we:te .~.o ind:l,cat,io_ns that 

integration of the local people into the Settlement was 

planned. See Drganisationai Cha'rt attadh~'cr··whi~h shows 

the early structure of the ·Organisatibn '(AppeM~:fix D ) • 

Thus it was that the success, if it cwlcLbe so .said, and .. 

combination of local and foreign skills and- exp~;tise. 

The Idea That Was Jonestown 
;,_., 

of Essequibo, Guyana, nearly one thousand .(·lOOO)i:rmemba.rs 

of the People's Temple of th~ Dieciples. of £hris~ have 

been building, what hos been described by some- observers, 

ns a model community. The Settle~nt was,;or.iginally 

devi~ed to accommodate 200"'.'-?00 inhel;Jitants, bu~ had to 

be re-modelled to house wh{3t tu:i::ned out to1 be ·arP amalgam 

of all races and ages, including a large proportion 

----' --,-
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of children and senior citizens. The re-modelled plans 

are shown ae Appendix E to this Rop~rt. 

The Settlement under the directbn of its late leader, 

the Rev. Jim Jones, has gone ~far way in transforming 
I ,~. 

the dense fprest into productive cxop land. The Settle-
,,_ ... J. ·• 

ment was named •Jonestown' in honour of its founder and 

had developod over ? relatively shcirt time, a host of 

facilities to ·.service its inhabitants and, as necessary, 
•• ·1,v i ,.. · • 

•· ; . .) •. _,!{:. 

,,• ·.I. 

the surrounding community. 
''1.... : ;;' ('. : ; 

. ' . .... .'J 

The Settlemen·t by its v~~y existence, profound 
·/. .. ~ ": . : . . . 

is, 
: I .: ~ 

evidence of the application and triumph of, human will, 
• • • •·• \ ' l .. ~ :: -~ \; !··; 1'." 

ingenuity and determina~ion over the .. force& of nature. 
·:;:.: .. i" 

·.· i. 

Here, the jungle once Rr~v~iled. Hp~e, ~here thete was 
• · • : • ~· l~J , 1 j_. ! 1 '.:, i ' 

once hardly anything of human presence, the massive 

primaeval forests siwr:tounding th'e Settlement spoke volumes 
', ', I "1 • ~ · • ' ' ' • • 

of testi~ony as to wby thi~ Notth We~t Region, and indeed, 

much of Guyana, have ~emaincid so spa~~~ly populated for 

all this time. 

The newcomer to the Jonestown area would be overawed by 

what it must have taken to carve out a community such 

as •Jonestown'. There are a. few: hundreds acres ~bounding 

in cult.ivation, there <:ire sev.eral block.s of c_arefully 
-----··------
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laid out and .construc'te-d buildings in ·admirable· v~riety, 

there is effective~1delib~ia~~ lcindsc~pirig, well-mede 

sidewalks and a sophisticated electric lighting system. 

Whence came fuat determined, petsevering·and 6reatively 

innovative spirit which foshi6ried 'Jonestown? ·surely, 

one answer - and one:lesson for ~s to lear~ ~-~ould be 

_the nGed :of acpeop1e··ta exist a-nd' sur'v1ve'i'n tHe face of 

the most hazardous and repelling circums-tances·~·' 'Jones-

town I inCJI/ b~ _ _Q.fl.fil:l'_ibed •among Other th ihgS I SS a' group Of 

people who were drawn together by some common conviction 1 

, ; .· .r· ""'· 

inextricably bound together by some common cause, for a 

common purpose. In this commu~ity, 'th~re wa~ cC>mmunal 

; 

living, common ownership of goods and services and equal 

'distribution to e~ch according to his need, 

~lhether one examines the agricultural proJe'C:ts, the 

education system, ·the organisation and layout of the 

i:;omrnunc:: itself., the organisation of work 'or the>deploy~ 

. . . •. , 'r' , J ~» , " , , • : 
ment of facilities, Jonestown was fast be comin$.ff~~~:l'.t1t;~~~ 

of communal living, co-operation, order~ 

! /• ,t ..... ~\,! 

productive <il.h'd creative work; ;of' an order and scala1;.;.u"~4,,,,_.J: ..... 
·. · :,, . . ~ )~~~il~et,:•; :~. 

imaginable and. understandable only by th'ose wh~i;i1:;i aw1;3re 
'..:,; ';'~1(·;:'t~~~:::~~1~·:~~~~;;,; ·. ) : ' 

. of the extent-to which the human will can 'g6f' s'bpportad 
. ·.; : ... ~d. . .. . .. :' \ ·; ;·:: ;· ·;· .~ .. :.· '.;.. ,• f !.1~ i«f.h <· 

by creativci genius and a relentless application-tn goals 
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it sets iteelf. 

Jonestown had a school popuia~ion between tho agos of 

three and eighteen yoars. Attempts were made unilaterally at set-

ting up a school to serve these students. 

Attenti~n of the Ministry of Education was called to the 

establishment of tho school which did not conform to Guyanese 

patterns and practices. The decision was then taken to put into 

6peration, the nocosaary steps to have it accredited. 

The·'~pproach adopted was a visit on March 7, 1978 to the 

Jonestown Community by ~ te.am of named ·officers of the Education 

Ministry with the following objectives in view -
-----·-··-----

(i) Assessihg the functioning of the school 

and determihing how effectively it was 

c.porforming,in terms.of.crit~ria set out 

by the Ministry of Education, Social 

Development and Culture 

(ii) Sugtjesting to tho Ministry, the specific 

area in which the Jonestown School will 

need to conform to the said criteria. 

(iii) Generally making recommendations re the 

accred.ita'tion of' the! Jonestown School 

- -· - ·~·----

-----· -----
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by the Ministr~ of;Etj4~~tion, Social 

Development and Culture. 

A Repor.t was submitteq .. and the following rQcommendati'Ons 

suggested -
1 ... 

(a) that a perrnan~nt school building be con~ 

structed with walls and accommodation for 

students, worked out on the formula of 10 · 

~quare feet for every student; 

( b) th at a book list and samples of .books used 

in Guyanese schoo~s .be ~upplied to the 

school from the Book Distribution Ceritr~ -

this.with a view to selection for and u~~ 

in the school of Guyanese oriented texts; 

(c) that a regrouping or reclassification of 

students according to classification 

patterns followed by ihe Ministry of Educa-

tion, Social Development and Culture be 

done; 

(d) that the school be staffed accordin~· tb ·the 
,,. \h i' ·">¢ 

-----------
: fci~rnulae set out by the Ministr~ of E~uca-

tion, Social Development and Culturf!. 

' ~-
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.The pchool population given on the date of this visit 

was as fo.l,lows: 

Grade Boy$ Girls Total 

Nursery 15 14 29 

'Primary 46 39 85 

Secondary 63 58 121 

124 111 235 

Subsequent attempts on the part of officers of the Ministry to 

up-date these numbers proved futile; staffing of the school could 

not therefore, be proceeded with in a realistic manner. 

On Saturday, April 8, 1978 a meeting was held between t~e 

Jonestown representatives and a Ministry of Education team, headed 

by ~h~ C~ief ~duc~t~on Officer. The purpose was to discuss and 

decide upon the integration of the Jonestown school into the 

Guya~a Education System. There was agreement bn the rec6mmenda~ 

tions as outlined above. 

It was further decided that as an initial step in the in-
~ . ' . 
tegration mo~ement: '. 

(a) Teachers from the Jonestown School be trans-
~ ' ' 

fcrred to serve at the Port Kaituma Community 

i/ 

--·-------
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High School. 

( b) Ieaci)m_.from the coastal areas in certain 

disciplines be appointed to the Jonestown 

... ~.c.h.o.c;i.J... . . 

( d · · · · · S'tu'dents· fr'om bearhy sch~ols b~ allocated to 

the Jonestoni school on the results of the 

Secondary Schools Entrance Examination, 197Bw 

The problem of transporta~ion for teachers and students 

to and from the area loomed' large~ 'This decision was therefore, 

held in abeyance. 

·.·:· 1: 
..-'··-.;:1 •. 

The opportunity was taken also at this! m13et_ing to invite· 

representatives from their Nursery, Primary and Secondary 

Programmes to attend workshops at Bishdps' High Sdhboi bh lBtht 

19th and 20th April. 
·· .. ·: '.•: .··· '·'r"":' ··'· ,··:1, 

This exercise was int~nd~d to give such ··. 

teachers insights into the operntioh of tl-e loc~:i scho~1' sy~t~~·~ . " 

.. ~ . 

On Frj,day, May 21 representativ'es .. of the school w'eri3'i~'.ta~~~
-, 'i,r'1.';. { Y: .. :,,~~~·~ :.;7~ 

on a visit to Dolphin Government School, whe~e they'.·re.ce!~V~c<:f-1~'.in-;,. 
. . . . ~ . . , 

duction in the preparation and keeping of school records;; · . 

. .r:. 

Accreditation of the school by the Mini~tr~r wa:l3 tHe'.raaftei'r, 

granted and the off.icial gazetting of Jonestown '9choof aer.'one 
. -<'. j .J .. , . .i '.··: ,• 

functioning under the Ministry of Education was effected. 
. '--·.-.\ . 

i/ 
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dther matters that were discussed and which were awaiting 

I 
'I·' ! ' att~ntfor'l were 

(i) . applying ·for named staff .members for all 
,:1 . 

, lev~~s, a :t ·the. sarnE! :time ·submitting resumes 
·· .. : 

, .··· . !:· 
., a.nd<pht;itosj;at cc;iJDies of credentials for 

equ?tion with local certific~tion; 

.... , (ii) approval of staff by the Teaching Service 

· Cornrni~sion. This ~ai dependent on an 

official check of the enrolment as reflected 

·., in the Pupils' Attendance Registers; 

( i1l) ';approval of school grants. This also de-

pended on verification of enrolment~ 

In Guyana's North West Region, there are Settlements such 
' . . . . . . . 

as MatthmJ 1 s Ridge and Port l<aiturna which one a::iuld rc::ifer to as 

being mpre sophisticated, but less effectively p.Jianned. ' At Jones-

town, there.was .. C:: sophisticated 1tiell equipped ·Health CJ.inic, there 

was evidence of a disciplined appfoach to the building of the entire 

Settlement. It must, indeed,. have taken a massive effort· to carve 
·----.. -·----- __ , ___ w __ _ 

so much out of. the h;i.nterland. In many ways Jonestown presented an 

image of model community in Guyana's hinterland, attracting many 

visitors f~om.town· ~nd cou~~ry, far.and ne~r. 

The Settlement comprised people of almost all ethnic strains 
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and·.f-Vas a truly mu.ltiracial community, where everyone seemed to 

live equally and as a genuine community of people~ Th.is was. in-
; ~ 

deed in keeping with Guyana's policy, not only towards. unity but 

in terms of hinterland development. Hinterlan·d development was 

identified as being of primary importance ev~n in the very early 

days. The Youth Corps, for example, was established especially to 
I ' .~. ',.'. 

involve young people from all over Guyana in the development of the 

HinterlaricL' . This' c'o1i.p0s
1 

was refo,~m~·d and ~ade in~~e dynamic when it 
.. .".I.;,,. 

was absorbed in the establishment of the Guyana National Service 

'. .'., • ··; •. j ·' • 

whos6 {rj~hing centres are vivid, distinct examples of total com-

' ' I ' 

munities in the heart of hinterland areas around Guyana. In this 

regard, .perhaps a quotation from our Comrade· Letader ·ari"t:{. Prime 

Minister could suffice:-
··' 

; .; ;;~;~('~~/ »: •. ;J:;' 
11 New f\C]ncuTturc.1r·townships in the Hin~erlarit:l;<"IC'l;:.~; .. ·•··· 

expected to be established as a nec~ssarb:~~~f~~'.::~;, 
plementury part of National Service Trainingc;<'.-~:fc·:i.~ld·\:i . 

· · ·. '· . . ~>·~~_,.;j;:l~~:r~:( 1~~.1·,.;· · .. 
training will be an essential part of the ex~ ii~ri~j:: 

' l . ~ ' 

and benefit which National Service will 
i 

Field training areas and projects will need_to be 
• j·:.. .1'· 

l '. ~-:• F 

carefully selected, planned and administered iri 
. .;. .... -:;·1 .. ' 

conformity with National Policies and Plans fo±· 

agricultural settlements. 

designed that it will become the centre 
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of National Development. Such setti~ment, thou~h 

based on agriculture, will not be confined to agri-

cultural pursuits. It will have to be provided with 

health and educational facilities. Arno~g thG settlers, 

various types.·. administrators at various levels, 

clerical personnel, agricultural and other specialists, 

managers Of budiness enterpr{seSj forest worker~ and 

other personnel " . . ~----·------ -··--~-----

(L.F.S. Burnham on National Service, Pg. 20) 

. .'·l·" 

As tha Guyana National Service holds, as its theme 

11 \~hat the mind of a man can conceive and beiieve, ho can achieve • 11 

~.,; ! ''t' • ·'-· 
/ 

With that background and framework, :lt is now appropriate 

to proceed wilh the findings and analyses of th'e Settlement with 

specificity, , and in an order that I have considered a rational 

priority scale. 

DETAILS OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

Records found show a carefully compiled list of community 

members. Among the particulars stated are individual commune num-

bers. Though not complete, the list does give some idea of the 
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number of persons who once occupied the Settlement. The following 

details are also stated. 

( l)·' Name 

(2) Date of birth 

(3) Age 

(4) Date of ~ntry into Guyana 
\ .· .,.., 

(5) ·Passport number 
' 

The compiled list is· attached as Appendix r. 

THE LtASE 

The gross area. held by the lease. was 3,652 acres.· How-
·. ~ ' ~· ,_, . • . • ' 11 ' .. ' • -

~ ~ ' . 

eyer1 , dqe to. tf';l.e fa~"j: that 652. a_c~es were not S\litabie fqr; cu.~·~• .. 
1'.I ,J: '~, i.J ' • ' ' ~I~ : : . . ' ' ,: f '11 ' ~i't~ t!J:f I 

vat ion, this amount was excluded from the total acre'a;g~· 1 for wn.ich 

Thus tfre net· al::reage under lease. was 3, 000 .. 
'':: lJ :. ;· ,::·· ':, ,i'!' 

acres~ 

.··i· :···-

Set out below is· a 'bta~;kd.own'' 
} :· 

' ' ' 

·of the cleared land. .'_ :,. , • • • ~.I,,' , I' 

(a) cultivation 301. acres 

(b) industrial complex 203 acre2 

and housing 

(c) ~~~tG~e ~nd'livestci~k · · 84 acres 

( d) 

burial ground. 
-----.. ----· 
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EARLY IMPRESSIONS 

The main acces~ road of the Settlement was found in a 

state of near total disrepair. It is fitting to ~tate that road 

maintenance in these areas is a very costly exercise. Perhaps, 

the People's Temple, in the circumstances, did not consider main-

tenance of this access road as a priority, as it is obvious that 

hardly anythin~ was done to keep it passabi~~-

When I arrived at J.onestown with a number af men who 

were assigned the responsibility of safeguardi~~ ~he position and 

property, there.was everywhere, an unpleasant odour. Here, from 
··.':"i:· 

all its setting was a well org~nised, disciplined and productive 

community in chaos. Carcasses, corpses, machines, food and food 

utensils, household appliances and eff~cts, agricultural implements, 

paper, tools, books, drugs, equipment were sc17ttered all around the 

complex. Doors were· uhlocked;. The lighting plant and w·ater· ·pump~ 

were operating unattended, ,indicating a hurried departure of .. those 

who once occupied ~he area. 

Crops were withering cgainst the sunlight from lack of 

attention; livestock and other ~nimais were unattended; freezers 

were filled with spoilt meati ~torerooms and bonds were infested 
!.)' ;· 

with insects; maggots appea~ed everywhere.with fungus on food items 

and other ~ssentials: these were some early indications of a 

; r ~ • ' • 

' . ( 

-----·· -----
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deserted community. The only sounds heard were growls or barks 

from dogs within the Settlement, as if they were e'choing the pleas 

of those who were no more. 

These and other factors pbsed,a~ ~b~te healtb haza~d 
' .. ' .. -.· '.:. '· \ 

...... 

' " 
which was one of the immediate probl~ms, 

~ #'' I ' ' ' ' 1 ~ ' r ' ' 

APPR OACtiS ·ADAPTED ·fq. THE US,K 

The immediate tasks of the assignment were to -

(1) secure all assets and property; 

(2) care for the livestock and c'r?ps!'; ., , , 

a~d place the~ under inventory; 

(3) maintain existing services in an 

attempt to harness, so far as 

possibl~, its agricultural p6tential~· 

,·.:-·, . .'· - •·.:. ; .. ~. -·. f.".. ,·'. · . 

. It was of major !importance -to no.te ·tha:t ther~;~-~~~::~~'.~;~q~~ 
plete brec.kdowh· fo ·e1ssential .;s:ervices. :...; ;eiLectricity, ·r.'.ater:·'f!f.'\9,~ .. -. 

··.· .. , ........ · .... · . .. 
::: •. ;I' 

vehic'ular ctra·n·sport,·:pea-haps· rnainly 'because :of lack o,f-.11,ll!~~.fl;tf!fl.~~9.~ 
, ·.: . ·"'~·~· ~~'..;;,~~;r,:L· ... ' 

and their functioning unattended for an .extended p.i3'. · · 

latter greatly restri~t~d 

Division. ·All ~~~·~'ntiaI services· have· ~ci fa~: 
i ': . . :~ t,.; I ' 

. ' ~;. '" 
··,, 
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OBJECTifil 

The main objectives we~e aimed at -

(a) maintainin~ ~he commune as a viable 

economic entity; 

(b) removal of any factor which might 

militate against any or all of the 

aims and objectives set out. 

More specifically, these objectives included -

(i) cleaning the Settlement to make it fit 

for human habitation; 

(ii) inventorising all stock, equipment, 

machines, buildings and cultivation; 

(iii) recruiting of staff and workers; 

(iv) spraying and disinfecting for health 

and psychological purposes; 

(v) identifying accommboatior1 (i.e. housing' 

messing and other facilities) for staff 

workers. 

----------

The objectives set out were accomplished. Work is still 

in progress and it will finally make the Settlement completely 

safe and so keep it as an ongoing concern. It is also intended 

to maximise all advantages which might have accrued and minimise 

all disadvantages encountered. 
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LIVESTOCK 
., . I 

During.the ~ourse of~the i~Vent6ry, an early head count 

in.this area of ~~tivities s~~wed the following -
. . ~ '. . 

(1) co.ws 22 

( 2) pigs 95 
.. 

(3) poultry 

;-:( c:i) •l layars .... 1,361 

( b) broilers 286 

(I) Cattle 
:; ,• r,'} !~ ~. 

. In this area three cows gave birth to three ( 3) 

heifer calves. This, therefore, increased the 

herd. by three (3). No mortality was experienced. 

Tho actual stock at thi:;i point in time comprised 

the following:-

(a) Dairy Cows 7 

( b) Cows in Calf 6 
.·. '·,. 

(c) Servicing· Bulls -. 2 

( d) Dry-Off Cow 1 

( e) Calves 

(II) , Pig~ 

The pig inventory 

(l} Boers 

( 2) Fatteners 
Ii, 

( 3) Dry Sows ,.3 . 

( 4) ..• "12' 
. , 

Gilts ·-''"""" . 

(5) Weaners 10. 

( 6) Piglets 6 
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(III) £.oul trY. 

'' . .: 

., . 
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(7) Sows 

( 8) Barren Sow 

5 

1 

Rec~ntly there has been an increase in this area. 

Five (5) sows farrowed a total of sixty-one (61) 
-._, ______ _ 

piglets. This raised the stock level by fifty~ 

thr~~ (53) percent. 

Laying birds were found to be at their lowest 

peak in production. The majority of broilers 

had already attained almost maximum weight. It 

i~ to be observed that a high mortality rate 

occurred which resulte¢ in the loss of a number 

of broilers and layers, even though feeding 

practices were good, 
··J,l. 

The view is~ therefore, held that the absence of 

warmth by night due to the inadequate supply of 

6lectricity and the sudden change of farm-hands 

might have been contributory factors. Further 

layers became non-productivo and broilers a 

financial liability. 

(IV) Other Animal_.~ 

There are a few 'incidental' animals which have 

been located. They are as follows -
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-------
(a) Horse.s 2 

( b) Monkeys 2 

( c) Ram . 5h.eep l 
.. 

( d) D!-Jck .. .1 
... 

( e) Rabbits 3 

( f) Locally bred dogs 20 

and cats 

CROPS 

There were rnariy crops· ard: abundant evidence of luxuriant 

·plant growth.. In the i·arger areas of cultivation were bananas 

(apple, cayenne, buck 'and >sweet ... fig) ; plantains and bitter cas_sa~a. 

Some'of these plants wsre re~d~~or~harvesting.when this~su;~~~~~~ 
'. ,\':,:' "-:::¢::, 'y,"',:, 

commenced, but advantage was .not taken to harvest these for · 

psychological and health reasons. 

( 1) Sweet Potato 

Eighteen (18) acres sweet potato - st~r-

leaf and black-rock - were under cul~iva-

tion; but these were harvested before 

November 18, 1978. The area was overrun 

with weed. 

-~ .! 



' .... 

. ; . ~ . ' ~ .. 

·\;. 

- 29 -

( 2) Beans 

" 
•.". •"I .. • ' I/ • .~· .• ',.. ,' ~." '"I ' ' • ' 

Cuti~~s or S~ord Bean and Canavilla 

'E~~sifo~mis! ~~'re planted. on approximately 

>;">>: ). \ \.t.L· ~-"; :c:•:·~· ::) .1: , , . 
·· twenty ( 20) 

,: .. ·-. .. 
1 ·, ., 

acres. It is assumed that the 
· .. ·:··:"": i;_;::.:·. :'r'.\. · .... !·. )"'::. ,·; ·,. 

cultivation of these crops was to improve 
.. · ... 1;·:;· 

the fertility of the soil. 

(3) fjne-Apple 

(4) 

. \'.. 

( 5) 

'·/.'T·:· ; _.·;. 

.t: 

.r.;·:· 'I' 

.• ' •• i 

A~o~{'~{ve (5} ~cres are under cultivation 

pre~ently. This crop a~pears to have been 

experim8~tal, judging from the naturn of 

its growth in the field. 

lrJinq Bean 

~~ese are experimental crops in the garden • 

Nursery.Area 

Mixed fruit tr'ees are planted, such as, 
... ,,_·; 

·Golden-Apple, Souree, Sappodilla, Star-

Apple, So~isop, Seaside Grape, Five-Finger, 

Ai.m~~d, Guava, Cashew, Mango, Barbados 

'6,~;~y, Papaya and other local varieties. 

Th; ~urser~ area stock is about five hundred 

(500). 
. . ._, ... 
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( 6) Citrus 

There are approximately two thousand, five 
·'1 'i·,-_.; 

hundred (2,500) citrus trees. Forty-five 

(45) of these are currently laden with 

blossoms, The great majority of these 

trees are not matured, 

(7) Sugar Cane 

Sugar cane is planted in apprdximately 

1,3 acres along both sides of the access 

road leading to the central areas of the 

Settlement. 
-----~-··~--.. 

(8) Bitter and Sweet Cassava 

Approximately, fifty-three (53) acres were 

under cassava cultivation, interspersed 

with citrus, cutlass beans and papaya. 

There was evidence that some of the cassava 

was harvested before the inventory was taken 
:.1 . ~- -.. 

and later during cleaning operations, another 

section of the cassava was harvested. The 

result shows that some were at overripe sta~e 

and rotted. A number of acres remains to.~~· 

harvested. 



( 9) 

:• ·. 

·,·· 
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.Kitchen G~ 

Twe~ty...:two ( 22) a~'res were under cultivation 

wi~h lettuce, c~bbag~;- eschallot, cucumber, 

~u~pk{n, s~u~sh, radish, ochro, bora-bean, 

egg-plant and a few other varieties of green 
;,;_ .. ·, 

vegetables. The garden surrounds the area 
':•:I·' ' ........ ,.. ,.,. '· ·; ' 

where the major:n:y· of dead bodies was found. 

···r·· ' · .. ·: ·:1'· ,., .. · 
As a consequence, most of the vegetables 

) ~-

were .t.herefore, plough.ed; back into the soil 

in an effort to prevent any form of contami

nation and fear of th~·~6read cif disease. 

------------

Bahanas :ahd -r1ant~ins 

The largest of these areas are under banana 
~ . . • .. ~· . . •• ·.i l ; ' .. . . .. . ,, . 

and plantain cultivatioA;·~~~i6~i~atel~ 

twelve thousand (12,000) trees, Howovcr, 

it should be observed that thcso crops have 
:_.: ": 

already outlived 'thei~ peak productive 

periods; . that is, they h·ave p'roduced their 
··.··•. 

first and second crops. Hence ~hey arc 

useful primarily for seedlings. 
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(11) Herbs 

A few standard cooking h~rbs were grown in 

isolation. These include thyme, celery, 

mint, ginger and others. 

(12) Nuts -
These were sparsely planted between small 

'.f ·'·: 

cultivations. It represents a small per-
· · ,_.'tJr: " .. ,·. ·· 

centage of the over-all cultivation. 

( 13) Coconuts 

Twenty-one (21) coconut trees are planted 

at va:x:ious points wit~_~n the, Se~tlement. 
- :~-·-- ·-. . ... . . "' ...... ~-·' . 

BUILDINGS AND ERECTIONS 

The inventory accounted for one hundred and twenty• 

three (123) unit structures o~ varying dimensions and features. 
••,,' ' .. l 

Two (2) structures were not accounted for due to their state of 
.,, .. 

disrepair. These buildings are -

(ii) the claybrick factory. 

-----··-----
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;, t .' 1• ~ .- I I 

' , ... 

,. ,T~~ ~o.~pi ~al,_ b~;H·9,~n~ .~Ei; unse:i:''{:i.c~ab:)..,e, .and it is ~t, .pr_es,ent in a 

s~a.~i;i ·:of .. t9,~-~l, .. dis~~p,a_i.r!' The_ c~8.'/br~ck factory is. ,a triatched 

st:x;.uct;u~o .~'ii th '~· }yrnace built, of C;~<:JY ~, On the .si-t.e to dc:Jte, 

there are two thousand, six hundred (2,600) b~icks of.varying 

types. Other structures include the following -

·- : 
•• _.._ 4 -~-··· -··. ~ ........ -- • ·• 

(a) central supply bond; 

(b) carpenter shop; 

(c) auditorium; 

(d) shoe repair shop; 
: ' : .' ! \ . ; : _'; :" .:.·1 : . ;-· ( : ~- : •. ' .... :-1) ·' ;: 

( e) laundry; 

(f) kitchen; 
'·'. 
·' 

(g) power plants (electric~!); 

( h) puro water sy~tem; 

(i) nursery; 

(j) library; 

(k) soap factory; 
j >: 

( 1) offices; 

(m) medical store; 

(n) herbal kitchen; 

{o) residences; 

{p) schools (nursery, primary and secondary) 

F,ull detai.ls. a:re ~iS>t[jld in A[;ipendi,x G which explain the 

dimensions and features of the structures. 
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Within these structures were located spares, equipment 

···(electdcal and 'mechankalr, medical e·quipnien"t~· food supplies, 

'medical irnp:ie'msnts'; ·a pplianc~s, 'books',' machinesi, 'tools;· c lathing 

·and other incidentals. These were· identified and listed in 
" 

Appendix H. 'J .!; 

---......--------- "",_.''" 

HERBAL KITCHEN 

; ,.. 'i 

Mention was previously made of the Herbal Kitchen~ 

During this exercise one hundred and t~enty-on~ (121) different 

research samples of medicinal herbs, foods, s"p{ces, barks, 

cereals, medication and the like were found. These were identi~ 

fied and listed. Appendix I refers~ 

HOUSEHOLD AND PERSONAL ARTICLES 

It is of special interest to observe that there h~~ 
.~, ' 

was found. This was weighed, bundled and stored. 

Soiled\rriattresses and clothing 

'Y : .. ~~· .... , : ; .: . . ' ~ 
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destroyed, Large quantities of spoilt food-items W~re also 

destroyed to avoid possible food poisoning, fly nuisance and 

.: h;ei:id:i,ng' of .o:ther insect pests. This action was taken because 

of ·evidence· .th~et cGirpses and carcasses were strewn around and 

within various structures. 

, Clothing arid: furniture, including bunks, benches, 

stools,. chairs* table~ and ~attresses formed~part of ihe invent-

· ory'and are listed at Appendix J. 

LIBR/\RY 

: 1" 

There wss no per~a~ent structure for the library. Most 

of the books found were in cupboards under a tent which formed 

part of the school there. Books discovered in other parts of 

the Settlement were listed amqng,,those found ·within the tent, 
(«·· 

.. 
r· \1··: .. 

-----·-------Records· indicate that many of the books were on loan 

from the Ministry of Education and Social Development, George-

town~, Guyana. · A number of hooks bore the stamp ~f the National 

Free., Library, Geoig~town; Guyana. · A complete list is g:i.0en in 

Appendix K. 

- ·-- - ------
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MEDICAL SUPPLIES 

An amount of drugs was found strewn among debris. 

ficatiori and s~fe stoi~ge. 
'.'' ·, 

Among medical equipment listed was a Dental Chair. This 

cha~r was claimed ~y Dr. Patrick Ng-A-Fook, a Guyanese Dent~l 

Surgeon, as his property. A copy of his letter dated November 

30, 1978 is enclosed for information in Appendix L. 

Dr. Patrick Ng-A-Fook who is residing at Church Street, 

Georgetown, Guyana was the visiting Dental Surgeon at the 

· Settlement. 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND'." MOBILE EQUIPMENT 

----·--·-·----

Motor vehicles and equipment were found in the Se:ttl;e"!' 
'r"'';,;u'':'#'""' 

i I-"" 
me·nt. None was operational'. It is noteworthy that only, the) 

· .·.~t·, · ·">·, ~.:rr'.""··' 
. , '." \''" ' 

Bedford Truck (GBB 3892) appea~ed to have been reg.ist~i~~'wl.th 

the Licence Revenu~ Department in Ge6rget6wn~ Suya~a: 

,): ·::· 

A list of vehicles and equipment is included in 

Appendix H, 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

·.L :. 

A nurnbor of articles of varying types were found and 

li~ted together because of their condition. No atte~pt'has 
: .. : r ~-

been made to list them in categories because of the stag6 at 

which they were discovered. The inventory of yachting shoes, 

boots and other .items is shown as Appendix M, 

OPERATIONAL COST 

To date tho sum of one hundred and twenty thousand 
-------------

dollars ($120,00D.~O) b~s ~een spent on the Maintenance and 

Qperat~or:is of the Settlement. Work is still in progress in some 
:· .. i VJ ; ' .. ~ " · · . · · · · . 

areas. Large-scale clearin~ and cleaning are continuing among 

crops and buildings. Livestock are being tended and essential 

servic~s maintained~ Over-worked ma~hines and equipment were 

overhauled. It doe~ appear that most of the ~achines and 

eq~ipment were poor~y maintained and serviced. 

Ploughing and planting were not catered for initially, 

but these activiti~s became very necessary to accomplish the 

objectives. To d~.~~' one hundred. and thirty-two ( 132) ·acres 

of land have been cleared and ploughed. 
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The access road to the Settlement was ·surfac~d with 

clay at a cost of five thousand dollars ($5,DDD.OD). It was 

also necessary to build a further quarter of a mile of road 

within the com~l~~; io provide access to areas considered 

important. 

The 
1

dogs, cats, monkeys and rabbits found on the 

Settlement are well provided for. 

CONCLUSION 

fhe exercise began on January 4, 1979. Labour problems, 

fear ahd suspicion ·were some of the ·~-arly difficulties \'Jh.ii::h 
f',''\' 

'At the commencement of the 'cleaning up 1 exercise, there 

was greai h~sit~ncj on the part of Guyanese to participate in this 

type of work' withl~"the Settlement, ml!fehless rosid(; within. Feor, 

psychological and emotional had been evident. 

·' 
At first,· it w~s difficult to dispel rumours or super-

stitious beli~f~ from the ~eople inte~viewed fo~ work on the 
,I ,,\''< 

Settlement. These myths arid rumours were eventually ·.dispelled. 

·-----
Workers apjJI'ovsd were also convinced that the improved sanitary 
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condition of the place and care o-r-rrverstock were of paramoun-r--··--

importance. \ 

· Police J:lresence and the task force team which occupied 

the Settlem~rit ~ci doubt have been conducive to dispelling fear 

and led to improved morale of the work force. 

A new water pump system and an electric motor generator 

were installed to support the 'ailing' water and lighting systems 

on the Settle~~-~t. In addition, two (2) small buildings were 

ere~ted at the entrance to provide accommodation for the police 

alro an electric generator. A quarter of a mile of earth road 

mentioned earlier was constructed to give access to the indus-

trial complex and the p6ultry farm. The area within the proxim-

ity of the pavilion where the majority of the dead was found has 

been fenced. 

Skilled technicians and labourers are employed in the 

overhaul exercise in order t~ prevent the Settlement from be

coming overrun. It is hoped that t~e sarn~ m~chines will be used 

to maintain and improve the present condition of the commune, 

Eighty (80) gooseberry seedlings have been planted 

within the fenced area. 

I 

Initially, thirty-eight (38) persons were employed. 
I 

However, this number gradually increased to one hundred and six-
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teen ( 116) .; Th~ increase in manpower facilit~ted ~he completion 

of the 1 clean up 1 exercise on March 15 1 I979 •. Th~ ;work entailed 

(a) cleaning of the entire Settlerrent because 
'(. ) . :... j .. : 

of the insanitary condition of the commune 

---------- -·~-~r the loss of so many lives; 

·'l. 

(b) caring for livestock an::l crops; 

(c) taking stock of the Settlerrent; 

(d) overhauling and servicing broken down and 

poorly maintained machines and equipment; 
;1,,. 

(e) making preparation to keep the Settlement 
._:, 

as an ongoing concern; 

(f) weeding, ploughing and planting to prevent 

tho Settlement from becoming overrun. 

Because of the absence of available records, the. inventory 

activities proved to be a formidable task. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT '' .. .l. 

' ' r: ~ .. ,·: .. " .·. 
l' .:·: ·:.-'. 

A. pragmatic approach was· us'ecl to' cl·e~i\i'e 'the existing 

theories of Jonestown. These theories are based on information 

carefully pi~~ed :together. They ;eflect inte11Jg¢ot,; thought
:.;,i't/:· : .. , 

provoking and worthwhile coricl~si~hs~"· 'I·f· is 'ridt·~·\·1however, the 
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purpose of this exercise to repeat them. Yet it is of interest 

to note .that, these theo.ri8S 9ffer a challenge to Guyanese who 
..... 

a;re working .towards fashion;i.ng a new s,9ciety: based on Co-operative 
·,; . 

Socialism • 

,•: ,, . In :i=etro€ipect. Jonestown Settlerre nt .is an area of land 

under cultivation with citrus, ground provision, green vegetables 

and fruit trees. There are also poultry, cattle, horses, pigs 

and some wild life. The Settlement was staffed by a number of 

highly trained and skilled technicians. Labour was ~lways avail-

able, but was controlled. Production cost, therefore, was at a 

.minim,~n:i ,as wages w.ere not paid. There. was also a well s.Lipervised 

and dependable worl~- force which transformed forest lands·' ±:nto an 
: ~ . ' . ' .. 

agriculturC!l $.ettlernent. . ·. \ 

There exist one hundred and twenty-six (126) wooden 

structures. These provide living accommodation, shelter for 
. . ~ . . 

lighting plants, water pumps, hospital, laborato~ies, ~medical 

stores, mechanical stores, ration stores, dry goods stores, - . : ·, ~ . 

carpentry shop, mechanical workshops,. welding shop, bonds, 

mess hall, auditorium, classroom, cassava mill, chicken run, 

byre and sty. 
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It. is al SQ recomm~pded that, :;;erious thought. be given,. t.o. 
'·" ';1 ·' 

the following sugoestions for maintaining the Settlernent-~nd-m~~ing 
' • '..,. ' '•wl! • 

it once more a viable and ongoing concern. 

In this respect dn~ of the following plans.is suggested, 

for its conver$ion: 
•.• _1 

(i) migrant. ·workers; or 

(ii) pe:tmanerit s;ettlers; or 

(i~i) fl mixture of ( i) and (ii) above. 
.::; 

If the sugc;estion Elt ( i) is accepted ancl agreed upon, then 

most of tho existing stocks would have to be removed, since there 

would not be any permanence in terms of occupation and use of the 
···! j 

facilities, equipment, .etc. to any large extent. . ~,.- . 

If, howc;ver, C1.d13cision is taken on a family ty:pe com

munity based upqp the M~lap~~ Damishana experim~nt (though on a 

much smaller -scale} -then fhought must be given to the establish-

ment of the following: 

(1) a shopping plaza; 

(2) a poly-clinic; 

(3) a cqmmunity high school (the Lodge 

model type catering for children 

from nursery level to the secondary 

level); 
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(4) security - internal and external 

' -· '. 

''ff~it iatter suggestion necessitates retention of some of 

the ·~u~i~gt ~~ock and equipment. 

'.L.,. •) 

. . 

:the1 presciinc~; of the clay-brick factory can aid consider-
-----··-·-----

ably in the development of the area. 

It is recommended that the factory be re-activated ard 

the products usod for the following purposes -

. (aJ construction of buildings which will be 

far more durable; 

(b) ::co~s~ruc*bn of internal clay-brick roads 

.~hicb ie presently being given some 

th6ught by Government; 
.· 

( c) if production is in excess of the demand 

t~~n surplus bricks can be sold to the 

I. 
MatarkG~ Athority for' use in its develop-

men,t. p_rogramnrn 

The bric~ ~uildings and roads will enhance the appear-

ance of tlie Settl~rnent, thus aiding the tourist industry. 

·Jonestown is of h:Lstoric significance both a.t home .and 

abroad, hence a conscious effort should be made !o capitalise on 

the recent disaster there. Farming activities must be maintained, 

''} ·.' 
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developed and extended. H01tJever, against this backgroun~,' anti in 

addition to whatever other developmental plans may be approved 

for the area, it is necessary to encourage the deve.tq.pment of a 

thriving tourist industry for local and ~oreign consumpt~on • 
. ~-~ .-. ' .. ·: 

TOURIST ATTRACTION AND LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES 

1. 

2. 

Fishil"l'.J. 

With the rivers and creeks in the area, fishing 

for pleasure and swimming should be encouraged and 

developed. Facilities, as obtained at the Dakara 

Creek, could be consi~ucted and the revenue c6llected. 

would in due course off-set operational costs. 

Film Shows 

An interesting activity will be either the erection 

of a cinema or the showing of films for =the ~riter-
c'";, · ,1 ', 

-. , , •• f i · "; :f~r>,;"> "? ';'-->1,( 

tainment and' education of :those who would eventual.ly'.,.>~·· 
t' " 

five in'the community. Th·a··;;i~,~~a.Is··niJt exp~ci'te'd:' 

cater for Western Films. If the film sh6ws are pre-

ferable, then the majority of these sho.uldo oep;i,ct 
1"' ·. • • •• '. :·. •, • •' 

GuyanE')se culture, with special !?m,Phas.i.~ on. the. Hin:ter-, . .... (.• .. ·''. ... ' 

land areas, and models from Socialist countries like 

China,. Cuba~ Tanzaniai etc~ 

(f' . ''. 
As a spill-over effect, the need will arise to develop 

'. . i . . 
. i 
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·. }:~·!···· .. ·.\: . ... :.: .. :.· :;. _:.·· 

: .: \ : f 
tourist facilities in the area; ~.g. 

. ' regular Guyana Airways 
.. ".: \ ;c: 'j 

Corpqration flights to t~~'ai~~ will b~~ome ~necessity; further, 
• .. :-. 

hotel accommodation will have to be prb~id~~l craft and agro-in-
'· .1.;. 

dust,ry. i terns includinq j atns';, · j 1eili:es / ·d~ied fruits, Amerindian 
.. ! 

crafts indigenous to the area will have to be encouraged and de

veloped. The n~~~_q,~_f;g_:p~"olhe.i' ·~uti~idi~X:Y: irid~stries can hardly be 
'.\. 

over-emphasised. 

The existing physical facilities could be used for resi-

dential training programmes, and holiday camping. These should be 

expanded and more fully exploited. In order to maintain the very 

high standards at Jonestown, inclUdini~he care of crops and 

livestock, there will be need for a highly trained, well-motivated 

and competent personnel, at work on the Settlement, 

The following is ~ proposed temporary staff for the 

maintenance operations at Jonestown over the next twelve-month 

period: 

SERVlcE SECTORS: (25) 

(a) 

i - \ 
. !. _; 

(.r .i 

(. " ' 
... ( ) 

( l' ' .. .;, / 

Administrative Section __{_8) 

(1) Administrator 

(2) Administrative Ass~starit 

(3) 
/ ' \ ':·:.i 

Procurement Dfficer/Expedit~r 

( 4) Cbr.f idential Secretary 
• 1·· 

-----·-·-----

( 1) 

( 1) 

( l) 

( 1) 
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Admtn,i,strative Section (Contd.). 
. : . ' :, . 

( 5) 

( 6) 

Accounts Clerk II 
, J ,· 

, 

Store Keeper III 

{ 7) Typist 
. 'f".', 

( 8) Me9ical Ord8if +y/Dispenser 
·_,. 

(b) Maintenance Section (Mechanical 
and Electrical (9) 

(9j. Mechanical Supervisor 

'. 

(10} Maintenance As~ist~nt (Me~h.) 

;1 

( 1) 

( l) 

( 1) 

(1) 

( 1) 

(lf ;'·' 
. \·· 

----1-J;:l+-Mm.1~tenance Assistant (Elec.) .· (l) 

. ( c) 

( d) 

( 12) Lighting Plant Attendant 

(13} Water· Pump Operator 

(14) Tractor Operator 

(15) Driver - Land Rover 

Sanitatioh Section ( 3) 

(16) Sanitation Supervisor 

(17} Handyman 

Building Section . ' (3} 

( 18) Building s·upervisor 

(~9) Building A~si~~~nt' 

~ :.' ;' ,( 1 •. : ) ; l .'', ': ,·~, . • ' I ., 

(2) 
: • , ':'"1 ~ . 

( l) 

(2) "" ' 

( l) 

( 1) 

. ( 2) 

{ l) 

(2) 

:.1 

., 
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(e) K~tchenLMess Hall Section ( 2) 

~(20} 1Cook/Mess Cook ( l) 

(21} Assistant Cook ( l) 

2. PRODUCTION SECTORS: ( 18) 

(f) Livestock Section ( 7) 

·(2:n· Lives"tcick s·upervisor (1) 

(23) Livestock Assistant ( 6) 

( g) Croes Section ( 11) 

(24) Crops Supervisor ( 1) 

(25) Crops Assistm1L . (10) 

Each position is absolutely necessary and pivotal to the 
: . 

maintenance, subsequent growth and development of the Settlement. 

This is especially so since equipment has to 9e maintained and 

serviced; further the health of the community is p:iramount; then 

too, the living and field conditions currently obtaining at the 

Settlement a~low for easy breeding of flies and mosquitoes. In 

addition, the farm project, if not attended, will lose its 

economic viability as.livestock and crops must be cared for 
'· . .,. 

contin~ously• 
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Against each position can be found proposed salary 

scales- .Or wa.'ga~.'~. T-hess--~re i;,, keeping with the Guyana Public 

Service rates. TH~ie ~re ~bme variations in the scales. Note 

however, that these·\:Jafii3tions are intended to accommodate tro~e 

comrades who may be already in receipt of fixed salaries or 

emoluments and/or enjoy spec±·i3-Fal-lowanc13's·. 

i ' 

SALARY SCALE(UN8EVISED) FOR JONESTOWN STAFF 

(1) Administrator 

(2) Administrative Assistant AZO $458.41 ~S635.2D 

(3) Procure~erit:Officer/ A22 - $526.12 - $732.52 
Expediter 

(4) Mechanical Supervisor Al6 - $395.78 - $532.90 

(5) Buildings Supervisor Al6 - $395.78 - $532.90 

(6) Medical Orderly/Dispenser Al5 - $309.70 - $512.58 

(7) Livestock Supervisor Al5 - $309.70 - $512.58 

(8) Crops Supervisor Al5 - $309.70 - $512.58 

--
(9) Store Keeper III Al3 - $350.07 - $471.96 

,•·;; 

(10) Confidential Secretary Al3 - $350.07 - $471.96 
·. ;, .r 

(11) Typist All - $313.68 - $427.94 

(12) Sanitation Supervisor All - $313.68 - $427,94 

(13) Ma,;i,_ntenan_ce Assistant(Me,ch) AlD - ~p289.98 - $404.24 

(14} Maintenance Assistant(Elec) AlD $289,98 $404.24 

(15} Tractor Operator 

(16} Buildings Assistant 

A 9 - $273.90 - $380.54 

A 9 - $273.90 - $380.54 
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( 1 T) Accounts Clerk II A 9 - $273.90 $380.54 

( 18) 1-Jater Pump Operator ·---A ·13 - $267.13 $356.00 

(19) Cook/Mess Cook A 8 - $267.13 - 1t356.00 

(20) Land l"fovor Driver A 7 - $262.90 - $339. 92 

{21) Handyman A 5 $258.00 $309.45 

(22) Livestock F1ssistant A 5 $258.00 t0309.45 

(23) Crop /\ssis.tant r~ 5 - $258.00 - %309.45 

(24) Assistant Cook A 5 \D25B. 00 ~ii309 .45 

(25) Plant Attendant (Elec.) A 5 - $258.00 - 1D309. 45 

Field Allowa~ces should be considered for those Comrades 

employed in the field from outside of the Jonestown-Matthew's 

Ridge~Port Kaituma Area. 

Perhaps it imay be of interest to give some projections 

of the economic benefits that could accru~ ,from beneficial 

occupation of the Settlement only because a case has been laid 

already for the development of the Settle!Tl3nt. 

PROPOSED ECmJOMIC EXPANSION OF THE AGRICULTURE SETTLEMENT 

According to available statistics large quantities of 

food items arc taken into the area monthly. These food items 

include protein meat - fish, chicken, pork and beef. 



There is evidence of the possibility of the area 

becoming self-sufficient in the production of protein foods. 
: . . ' . 

Such.efforts can help to ~~6r~ase'ths hig~ cb~~'of.living. 

~rnpiiical obse~vation bears out that Jonestown can be both a 
-----------

~h~~t a~d i~~g~terrn large-scai~·produ6e~ of ch~6ken, pork and 

eggs"for the neighbouring communities of ~at~hew's Ridge, Port 

i<ai tu ma, Morawhanna and Mabaruma. Beef and mllk can also be 

pr'oduced in adequate quantities for supplies in· a long""'.term plah. 

A five-year expansion programme is suggested for swine, 

J poultry and cattle. The market demand for the produce previous
' 

ly ~entionecl fcir' Jon·estown ahd its neighbouring communities has 

not been computed, but experienc:e has shown that·'thh two adjoin-

ing comrnuni ties arEJ unwillin"g to satisfy their· own needs, Hence, 

their dependence on outside products may continue for a very · 

lo~g time.. This rna~ket should b~ de0eloped and exploited, so 

that there can be a r~d~ction in cost of living 'in ~hese com

munities and also "incrciase per ··capita earnings'.· at'''the Se"t;tlement. 

Whatever decision is taken, it is recommended that the 

poultry fa'rnii~g .. sh.oti:lci' continue· and. effOrts..::.mad~.~t~ increase the 

present levels of production. There is need also ·to maintain a· 

. . . . ~"'.; . · . . -;:, ;': n~"1~l~:;~·.; · -~·'f}Jr;" 
steady gro1rrth. ·::r:a'te in' the cattle in due try)' .in order-.:1;to increase;; 

' ; •\,/" ",;~~~1;~~~\1:~:;,,:1'. .. '> /~ft}~:: ~:· ::~',;?,_~:~.~:i~ 

the supply' cif'.'8'eef and dairy prod8cts. ''·If '-t:fils::;'.':i;§';~do~:~:·~~nd the·~, 

·ventu~e pro~~s·tb be ~n·econoffiic viability, then t~e processing 
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of pasteurized cheese could. b.e .undertaken .to make., the .. S.ettlement 
!. ._. . . . ' .... : .• ·1 · •, . 

... .• ... , H••-.- •• >- •• 

and the Matarkai area self-sufficient in this important community. 

• : "j -~ . ··.' · Sheep - Me,nt:ion .11as ma.de of the. presence 'of a ram.·· ·An 

:: : .e(<p_er-iment. with ,the --qlack-belly type o,f sheep _should be 'attempted • 

.. _ , . Ho~13ver, e>,:pq;rt a~v.foe .shqu],,d be sought before these ventures 

are un,de,rtaken .• 

It seems as though legumes will thrive in the area; 

h€'.nce, .it is su13gested that large-scale planting of beans, 

qlapk-e~13 .~nd other variej;ies be-_ encouraged • 

. Acreage under ci.trus, plantain and cassava cultivation 

should be maintained. New areas shoulctcn1TI':i-15e put under·culti-

vation; for example, new fields could be thrown into cultivation 

of cherry, pear, guava and other frui~s. 

SOUVENIR MAPS 

Guyana can earn additional foreign exchange by printing 

hundreds of i;housands of souvenir maps of Guyana depicting Jones-

town as t~ most conspicuous area. These ~aps can be used in the 

production of wal],. plaques,, waiters; etc. lt is suggested that 
,. . '' . ' ' . . 

these maps , be ·marketed ,both o;t home and Abroad, . l'lt vciry attxoctive .... ,. .."":'" . .. . . . . 

p:tiCf!S• · 
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IDEAS FOR MAINTAINING THE SETTLEME~t 

It is recommended that continued advantage be taken of 

the availa_ble mechanical equipment ·to increase production arid 

.rnaximis e a,11 efficienci:iJls .• < 1lreatei'"'effbrts are needed to reduce 

production cost and to increase prbdu'ctivity.. Maximum· use· must be 

made of modern methods of production; i.e. fert{lizer~ weedl~ide 1 
and insecticide, 

. ~ .· 
Consumption of petroleum products will in.crease' "costs 

of production in the short term. . =··. . ..~. ~1·~:>l' ~ °,: .. 
Howeve~~ the lbng.term proposal 

includes the breeding of horses and the utilisation of labour 

intensive methods to cut production costs and save valuable 

foreign exchange. 

MANAGEMENT AND DISCIPLINE 

Sound organisational techniques, good planning·and· · · 

discipline are pivotal to success in the venture at Jonestown 

Settlement. Strict co~ting has ~o be dbne to show,input for 

· area {cost of production) against output ( leve'J: of r:JV~J:y gi_v_e_n __________ _ 

production). In this manner,. one· can determine how much money 

was spent in the production.of chicken, pi~s, citr~s, provision 

__ :and, ··tile l);ke.; . C;lt').cj.,~what. :are the-· su:tpluses, · Practica.i. u~~ ·should 

be made of cost benefit analyses as the development plan:Jn~~id~. 




