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CHARLES GARRY, Attorney, home address
| [California, telephon wor
address: Law Offices, 1235 Market Strcet, San Francisco,

California, telephone 864-3131 was interviewed at his law
offices concerning the Peoples Temple and his recent trip
to the Peoples Temple Mission compound in Guyana South

Amer1ca. ]@o

Prior to any questioning, the interviewing Agents ,
identified themselves to GARRY by display of their credentﬁifij

_Also present during the interview was Secret Service Agent|
land occasionally during the interview GARRY's assistant,

Prior to the start of the interview GARRY advised interviewing
Agents that he was most amenable to having the FBI interview him.
He would attempt to be as frank-and candid as possible. %Z/

GARRY advised that MARK LANE wrote him a letter which
instigated this trip to Guyana. GARRY advised he would make
available a copy of this letter to interviewing Agents, which
he did at the end of the inte‘rview./u)

GARRY advised that he became the attorney for the Peoples
Temple in June’ " 1977, succeeding TIMOTHY STOEN, who had been
the attorney for this organization for many years. It was
during this time, the summer of 1977, that the Peoples Temple
was receiving bad publicity from the news media and various

defectors fr‘gk he Peoples Tenmple were filing litigation against
the Temple.[?

GARRY advised he made his first trip to Guyana in September
or October of 1977. At that time he spent four days at the
compound and returned to San Francisco with a tremendouslv high
opinion of the Jonestown complex. -GARRY stated he '"fell in love
with the place;” he stated upon his return that "I have scen

paradise, where there is no sexism, racism, agism, elitism, no one

hungry.'" GARRY advised JIM JONES durlno thzs trip: "Jim, you have
‘got to let the world see this place.” GARRY advised 1nterv1e“inq

Agents-that his goal ever since has been to open uap the compound
to the publie. l‘u
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GARRY stated his second trip to Jonestown was in September
or October of 1978 when he needed to obtain_affidavits‘regarding
pending law suits against the Peoples Temple. At this time he
worked with a Temple member named GENE CHAIKIN, a former attorney
for ‘the Temple, who was at the time of this visit the head of the .
Agriculture Center for the compound. GARRY advised CHAIKIN had
stated he had no further desire to practice law’ﬁQ/

GARRY added that all these affidavits had to be notarized
by the U.S. Embassy in Guyana in order to be valid in the United

A writer named DON FREED was also at the compound during

GARRY 's visit in October, 1978. GARRY advised FREED is an old

friend who wrote the book on Bobby Seale, entitled "Agony in b6
z ——FREED currently resides in Los Angele|§_._S:a)..i.tm:.n.:i.a_| b?c'

advised his home telephone number ig .

GARRY stated that FRELD was in Jonestown to write an autobiography

on JIM JONES, however, JONES evidently was not willing to pay

FREED so FREED cut his visit short and returned to the United

States prior to GARRY's returnv/ggj \

W, w2k, -

GARRY stated that he was returning from this trip and was at
‘the airport‘inAGeorgestown,whéq he met MARK LANE. GARRY further
advised that he had no knowledge of LANE's trip to the mission,
GARRY said that LANE had been introduced ‘to the Temple through
DON FREFED. GARRY stated he is the chief counsel to the Peoples
Temple and LANE had been hired without GARRY's Knowledge. GARRY
. Supposed that LANE would attempt to show government conspiracy
against the Peoples Temple and JIM JONES. 1In this way LANE
would attempt to divert attention from the Peoples Temple's other
problems which were currently getting news coverage/ﬁ%/

GARRY stated he resented LANE being -hired and was quite angry
with LANE. MARCIE JONES, wife of JIM JONES, told GARRY that
LANE was not being paid .for his services; however, GARRY advised
that MARK LANE had’ told him he was receiving payment from the
Peoples Temple, that he couldn't travel all around without
receiving payments u/

GARRY stated that 'when he became chief counsel in June, 1977,
he advised the members of the Pcoples Temple that they were not
to hold news conferences unless he was present. On three occasions
they held such conferences and GARRY stated he ended up with
lawsuits on each occa_sion.{ U
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. While LANE was in'Guyana in September or October, 1978, he
held a press conference in Georgetown and JONES was very pleased
by what LANE stated to the press at this time. LANE then came
to San Francisco'and held a press conference at the Temple here.
GARRY advised he did not like this at all because he, GARRY,

is the chief counsel for the Peoples Temple and he had no prior

‘,knowledge of the statements LANE was to make to the press. At

this conference LANE stated that there was a conspiracy by the
government to destroy the Peoples Temple and JIM JONES; that

JIM JONES would be returning to the United States; and that within
90 days he was going to file a law suit against the United States
governme_nt.}u) t

GARRY stated he once again contacted the local members of the
Peoples Temple (he recalls talking to JEAN BROWN) and again
advised them to stop holding press conferences. GARRY stated he
had no knowledge of JIM JONES returning to the United States at
this time oxr anything else LANE said during this ‘press conferenceffzj

On November 8 or 9, 1978, GARRY read in the San Francisco
Chronicle that Congressman LEO RYAN .demanded to go to Jonestown
and that MARK LANE had advised RYAN -that RYAN could not go to
Jonestown as“planned because it was not convenient for the Peoples
Temple in Guyana to receive such a visitor at this time. GARRY
advised this was the first knowledge he had that RYAN was going

to Guyana .(1(}

GARRY advised he was very upset with this article, and when
he talked with JEAN BROWN (San Francisco Temple member) shc
advised him that LANE was an attorney for the Peoples Temple.
He told BROWN that this was a slap in the face for the Guyanese
government who has given all types of courtesies to the Peoples
Temple. GARRY told the Peoples Temple members that this should
be straightened out by Monday, November }3, 1978, or he was going
to withdraw as their counsel./ ¥

GARRY advised there was then a radio transmission, evidently
with MARCIE JONES, stating that JIM JONES was very ill, semi-
comatose, running a high fever, and was packed in ice. GARRY
was advised this was not a good time to withdraw as counsel.

GARRY responded that there was no way he was not going to withdraw
if this situation did not get straightened out. GARRY stated he
felt he was being used by the Peoples Temple members who were not
being candid with him and, that LANE was using the Peoples Temple
to further his own aims.(fzg/ : 4

AN g '
obv )




' .

4 .
SF 89-250
MWM/dp

On. November 10, 1978, GARRY advised that|
who works in RYAN's office, came to see him and brough]
written between LEO RYAN:and MARK LANE. GARRY advised
that RYAN was by-passing. the Peoples Temple ‘lawyer in this
matter. GARRY made copiest?i these communications available

letters

b6
b7C
to the interviewing Agents

At noon on Wednesday, Noven
was advised by his assistant,

nber 15 7 GARRY stated he
that JONES wanted

him to come immediately to Guyana.

GARRY stated RYAN was.

-already down in South America.

GARRY flew to South America

aboard Pan .Am Airlines at 9:00 PM that night /Z()

GARRY stated he .ran into MARK. LANE and GARRY stated he got
-angry -at ‘him and said, "why am-I here if you are'; LANE then
tried to placate GARRY, but GARRY stated' he was so angry he
would not speak to. LANE -and t ough they were on the same plane
he ‘would not sit with hin. }? .

On Friday, November 17, at 10:00 AM they arrived at Georgetown
and members of the Peoples Temple picked them up at the airport
and took them to the Georgetown headquarters of the Peoples
Temple. GARRY stated he and. MARK LANE had another fight when
they reached the headqvuart‘ers‘{.‘u' '

GARRY stated that Congressman .RYAN was "making a circus.
about this thing’”; he had media there and GARRY wanted to talk
to RYAN alone. RYAN stated he would not -talk to GARRY without
the press being present because he was a Congressman. The media
was very decent, according to GARRY, and made .one of the aide's
rooms in the hotel available for GARRY to speak to.RYAN in ’priv’acy,/y
ith RYAN and stated he had no right to
do this investigation, that he had ‘preconceived ideas and would
not give a fair assessment of the compound. RYAN said he did
‘have-a: prejudgement about the compound but had an open .mind.

‘GARRY was very angry w

RYAN then stated to GARRY, YWhether you 1lik
are going to leave at 2:00 PM on a chartered p
relatives, etc., and you 'may come, we have two

‘GARRY advised that he had not yet talked to

¢

-
c.
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e it or not we
lane with media,

seats." 7/
SJIM JONES..
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‘He .and 'LANE then returned to the Peoples Temple headquarters

and talked to JIM JONES on the radio. MARK LANE and GARRY nad

agreed on one thing, according to GARRY -- that JIM JONES has
got to let the Congressman, media, and some relatives into the
compound. MARK LANE spoke on the radio first and JONES went
into a long speech about the enemies of the church. 'LANE got
novhere with JONES, according to GARRY. So GARRY stated he

‘talked to JONES on the radio .and gave JONES two alternatives...

one, to tell the Congressman, etc., to.go to.hell. GARRY advised
JONES that if he did that there would be no way GARRY would be
able to handle California. The second alternative was to let
everybody in. /u '

" GARRY advised he did not believe JIM JONES was rational during
this radio transmission

JONES ‘finally’ advised the group could come on down to the
compound. They drew lots, four of the relatives were included
in the group, as well as the news media, including RON JAVERS (PH)
of the San Francisco Chronicle.[ / )

»

‘GARRY advised they arrived at a very small airport at Port

‘Kaituma, which;is:located six miles from the Peoples Temple

com‘poiind[ U )

A truck with several Peoples Temple members wasthere to meet

‘the arriving group. These members included a2 woman called "Sarah"

(who GARRY identified later in the interview as HARRIET TROPP, a

Hastings Law School graduate in 1977 and who now is one of the '

suicide victims) and a man possibly named JOHNNY JONES. GARRY

was unable: to identify any o?her members and stated he has a very

hard time remembering names 1%7

These members announced that only two of the party could go
to Jonestown -- MARK LANE and CHARLES GARRY. LANE and GARRY got
on the truck and a quarter of a mile down the ‘road they met a
Temple tractor. The members on the tractor advised that RYAN,
his aide, U.S. State Department representative DWYER, and the
Guyanese representative from the Minister of Information were now:
requested to come also to Jonestown compound.gs

LANE and GARRY returned to the ajrport. RYAN announced that
all the media must also come. GARRY stated he told RYAN to just
come and’' do his job; then GARRY told everybody he would try to
get them all into the co‘mpo\"md.ﬂ(/ ' '

D6 ¢
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GARRY stated they traveled six miles to the entrance of the
compound and four miles further to the main area of the compound.
When they got there:  they talked to JIM JONES over an intercom
and convinced him to let all the other members of the party come
to the compound. JONES made one exception and did not allow the
reporter from the "Enquirer' to comez/

‘GARRY advised that Congressman RYAN ‘and his assistant, JACKIE
SPEIER, interviewed forty people before dinner. After dinner,
with 1,000 people or more present in the pavillion, they were

‘entertained by a talent show put on by the PeoplesTemple members;/jz

JIM JONES was present and was, according to GARRY, "rambling
on and on." GARRY believes, TIM REITERMAN took notes of JONES'
conversation at this time./}y

MARCIE JONES introduced Congressman RYAN, who then stated
he was very glad to be there, had seen things he didn't expect
to see. At this pronouncement, GARRY stated all the Peoples
TempIe,memberg started wildly applauding/@%/ .

.JONES ended-the evening by speaking with the media(%Z} ’

There was room in the complex to house just a part of the
group for the night. The following visitors. remained at the
compound Friday night: RYAN, SPEIER, DWYER, LANE, GARRY, and .
the representative from the Ministry of Information. All of the

party stayed in the guest house except for LANE and GARRY, who
had a room next to the radio shack. The rest of the party

departed 'to find rooms outside the compou'nd./]”

'On,Saturday morning betwéen 10:30 AM and 11:00 .AM the media

returned to the .compound on the Peoples Temple trucks (2!/

The media spent the morning taking pictures, etcﬁ“y

At 1:30 PM, Congressman RYAN told JIM JONES that therc was a
family of six that wanted toleave. JONES "freaked" out at this,
according to GARRY, and called the family traitors, liars, etc.
GARRY stated he told JONES not to express these emotions, that,
after all it was just six people that wanted to leave. JONES
stated to GARRY that he had told everyone the night before that
if anyone wanted to leave they could. At that time no one wanted
to leave. JONES now felt that these six people were out to
embarrass him. GARRY stated he tried to convince JONES to let
these people lecave. GARRY advised the six then increased to

("'/
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fourteen people. GARRY recalled the PARKS family and LARRY
LAYTON being among the fourteen; however, he advised he could
not remember any other names or faces of the _fou’rtee_n./

At this point GARRY decided to leave with these people if
there was room, stating it was raining and the whole affair was

very sad. /u]

GARRY said he was getting ready to get on the truck when
JACKIE SPEIER came to him and said he had to return to the
pavillion because a man ‘named SIMMONS (PH) wanted to leave and
take his three children with hinm. GARRY stated SIMMONS could
not do this because he did not have custody of the children.

MARK LANE was also supposed to leave, but ‘they both then returned
to the pavil_;ion.[u)

GARRY told SIMMONS that he could leave, but he could not take
the children with him. SIMMONS stated he would not leave without
the children and that he would stay and be harrassed. GARRY
asked SIMMONS what he meant by this and then went and spoke to
JONES, who told GARRY that SIMMONS would not be ha‘rrassed./;{/

LEO RYAN-was rounding up the last of the group to leave.
LARRY LAYTON then came up and talked to RYAN, stating that he

also wanted 'to be expatriated or ‘to defect./u/

It was agreed that RYAN would spend another night at the
compound since there was no longer room on the plane for him
to leave. Another chartered plan would come Sunday for RYA /Z{/

N

GARRY advised that at this point in time he and MARK LANE
were again taking steps to leave and were shaking hands with
RYAN. RYAN stated he was very impressed by what he had seen
and that he would not make a Congressional recommendation to
investigate the complex. RYAN ‘further stated that he was
convinced that the charges against the Temple were not founded,
but that peer pressure and isolation made it diffjicult to leave.
This last point would be mentioned in his report a)

GARRY told JIM JONES that he could "live with this; this is
a good report.fu ’ o o

' WH'I_LE‘they were talking to RYAN (MARK and GARRY) a man came
up»and put a strangle hqld on RYAN and stated '"Congressman RYAN,
you mother fucker.' He put this left arm around RYAN's neck and

| ,. (=
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had a knife in his right hand. GARRY identified this man as
DON. SLY. MARK LANE and GARRY attempted to get SLY off RYAN.
TIM CARTER and other Temple members came up and wrestled the
knife from SLY. SLY cut his .hand. RYAN was ver upset and

had SLY's blood all over his shirt and’pants.ll{

A fresh shirt and pair of pants were brought from the
stockroom for RYAN. GARRY did not know if RYAN put on these
clothes. DUWYER was also present during this incident, and
suggested that RYAN leave now rather than wait for Sﬁnday./qy/

GARRY and LANE then were forced to remain at the compound
because there was now no more room on the 'airplane. DWYER
stated he would take RYAN to Port Kaituma airport and then come
back Saturday night and another plane would take GARRY and LANE

out Sunday m,

GARRY advised that he talked to .JONES after this incident
and told JONES that he thought this attack on RYAN was the work
of an agent provacateur. JONES reply was that it was not such
an act, rather that the people' were so angry. GARRY asked JONES
what they were angry about and got no answer /)(/

LT J-QA‘ - 2

/

Some time passed and GARRY then spoke for the first time
with friendship to MARK LANE,, suggesting that they take a walk.
The walked past the cottages and evaluated the weekend. Both
believed it looked good and GARRY stated he felt he could "live

with it."(14|

-LANE then said to GARRY, "I want you to keep this to yourself.
This afternoon when JERRY PARKS asked to leave with his family
he asked me to go with him to get his gear. He was afraid.

He said this place is not what it appears to be. ¥e work 12-18
hours a.day. We got no meat unless there are visitors. There
are 150-300people who would like to leavedhere."/ﬁy/

At 4:30 PM or 5:00 PM JACK BEAN (who has been with JONES
for 25 years) and JIM MC ELVANE (PH)(a real estate man from
Los Angeles, who had only been at the compound two days, and had

‘a sister, KAY, at the compound) came up to MARK LANE and GARRY

and asked them what they thought about the complex. GARRY told
them that he felt therc should be more freedom to air opinions

‘and that this would make it a stronger place to live. Ju

The two members stated there was a special event meeting at
the pavillion so LANE and GARRY returned to that areaiQ”/
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People were coming in droves to the pavillion. MARK LANE
and GARRY were asked to meet with JONES. - Present at this
meeting were: SARAH (HARRIET TROPP), JIM BEAM, JIM MC ELVANE,
TIM CARTER (who did not stay), This meeting was‘held at 5:00

PM which. time GARRY stressed to interviewing Agents. GARRY

stated’' that he later learned ‘that RYAN was shot at 4:20 P,
therefore, the people present at this 5:00 PM meeting were
important. GARRY stated. later in the interview that it was
a 25 minute trip to ‘the airport:in Port Kaituma ,’/);

JONES said to GARRY, 'Charles I am worried. When LARRY
LAYTON left, he hugged me and said 'this shit® 's got to stop.’
JOE WILSON and JERRY PARKS have also left. They have taken
every gun in this place, there is not a gun left.*yz(}

MARIE KATSARIS came in and talked to JONES for about 30

‘seconds. JONES came back and said that LANE and GARRY had

to leave and go b the East Guest house because "feelings are
so high your lives are in danger. People are angry. "/?

GARRY advised he still did not understand. why the members
were angry. They did not appear angry and were smiling and
giving greetings .to LANE and GARRY as they passed by them. /QZ/

.LANE took his luggage and GARRY took his briefcase and
they proceeded to the East Guest house, which GARRY described
as being quite a distance from the pavillion /&y

JIM MC ELVANE followed them until LANE and GARRY turned

'into the guest house...GARRY told MC ELVANE to let him know

what transpired at the meeting and MC ELVANE -then continued

* straight .ahead on the path. Once inside the cottage LANE

stated to GARRY that he did not like this situaiton /?/

Next to' the guest house, GARRY advised, there is a small
cottage about 20-30 feet -away where he observed some black men
standing in front of thé cottage. They took 8-9 ‘guns out of
the cottage and boxes of ammunition. Then DON SLY came and sat
behind the guest house. SLY kept asking people passing '"when
do you want me up there?" SLY finally left/ 19/
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The two young black men came to the .guest house, who GARRY
identified as "“Johnson'and "Pauncho.'" They had.guns in their
hands at the ready position and were happy and smiling. They
stated to LANE, "To die for the people is revolutionary suicide.
We are dying to expose fascism: and racism.'" LANE responded by
asking if there wasn't an alternative, and if there was not,

he and GARRY would stay behind and write of their cause. They

smiled and agreed with LANE.. LANE or GARRY then asked these
black men how to get:out of the compound. They first stated
"take a plane,” and, after it was pointed out there was no plane,
they advised LANE and GARRY to go back through the bUSh?IqV

The Temple members then left, GARRY and LANE, headed for the
bush. GARRY stated he was stzll hanging on to his briefcase. /Z;/

As LANE and GARRY headed into the jungle bush GARRY stated
he could hear occasional statements being made such as "TIM
STOEN is not .the only enemy"; “No other alternatlve than to .die";
"Let's not be devisive. L{/

After going about 100 yards into the .bush, GARRY heard JIN
JONES state, '"Mother, Mother, Mother, Acther" and then GARRY
heard three. shots. GARRY advxsed that although hemld now read
articles in which MARK LANE states he heard 80-90 shots, he,
GARRY, only heard three. shots/ /

They slept about two hundred yards into the jungle. It was
cold and raining. GARRY stated they laid in the jungle for
about fourteen hoursf / z

LANE and GARRY then got up and walked through the jungle until
they reached the road that leads from the compound. GARRY stated
they did not cut through the compound, but went straight through
the bush to the road. GARRY recollected it was about 4:30 PM
Sunday afternoon when they reached the road. They started walking
toward Port Kaituma. A truck came by and gave them a ride to the
Army post police department at :the Port /QQ/

At the Arny post they 'saw MIKE PROXES, TIM CARTER, plus .one
other white male, who had worked in the radxo ‘Troom at the
compound, being held by the seldzers./ U/

GARRY stated he remembered that TIM CARTER had been at the
final meeting with JONES, but had left the meeting early. GARRY
could not recall whether MIKE PROKES and the other white male
had been present at that meeting. (f y7/

502
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GARRY stated that while he and LANE were in the jungle,
LANE told him many things about the Peoples Temple which he,
LANE, stated he had learned from TERRI BUFORD, who, according
to LANE, had been elected to take JIM JONES' place should
something happen to JONES. LANE told GARRY he had learned
about the drugs, beatings, and people being drugged at the
compound. GARRY w ot sure whether LANE mentioned knowledge
of weapons or not.?%#p

GARRY stated that BUFORD had left the Temple several weeks
earlier and went at that time to stay with LANE.Iﬂay

LANE also advised him at this time that he was receiving
payment from the Peoples Temple./u/

GARRY advised that he was being paid on a monthly basis
by the Temple in the amount of $5,000 (although he had requested
$20,000). GARRY was originally givén a retainerv/lﬂf

GARRY stated he had no knowledge of the Peoples Temple
financial affairs; did not know what bank their check was

drawn upon.,&ﬂkv
GARRY stated at no time had he been offered land in payment./@/

Interviewing Agents asked GARRY the following'questions, and
GARRY answered negative to each question: /lﬂ/

Do you have any specific knowledge of acquisition, licensing
or shipment of any weapons by Peoples Temple members?

" Do you have any specifickiowledge of firearms training
received by Peoples Temple members, including specific dates,

places and by whom? /h/ | .

Do you have any direct knowledge of threats to harm any public
officials or current or former Peoples Templc members as a result
of persons attempting to expose the Peoples Temple; infiltrate
the Peoples Temple or inducing a member to leave the Peoples Temple?
/Y

Do you have any knowledge of cacheing of weapons or monies?

Do you have any knowledge of discussions or copies of a /,
"contingency plan" reportedly espoused by Reverend JONES as a
means of retaliation against any persons attempting to arrest
or capture Reverend JONES?

]
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Do you have any knowledge of a conspiracy or discussion by
members of a specific federal official as a target? «{/

Do’you have any knowledge of "hit men" or "angelg?"/z,

Do you have any specific knowledge of Peoples Temple
members being utilized to compromise public officials for
the furtherance of Temple objectives? (”,

After GARRY responded "no" to the above questions, he
discussed a private investigator from San Francisco named JOE
MAZOR. GARRY stated MAZOR came to Guyana while GARRY was there
in September, 1978. GARRY described MAZOR as working with the
defectors from the Peoples Temple. MAZOR took voice prints of
Temple members in Guyana and after he analyzed these prints he
told GARRY he 'wassatisfied the people were not being held there
against their will. Iu'

MAZOR told JIM JONES he should have more security and MAZOR
was willing to set up a security system for JONES, including
bringing a bullet proof vest for JONES. Apy

GARRY advised .there are currently 15 20 Peoples Temple members
at the Temple 'in San Francisco and he has no knowledge of any
guns being in the temple.

GARRY stated he has never hear f any records being kept by
the Temple to use for black mail f

GARRY stated MARK LANE could be reached by telephone at

| in Memphis, Tennessee. /“V .

GARRY stated he had eaten cheese sandwiches at the Guyana
compound and had never been drugged, contrary to what he stated

the newspapers are now printing about the cheese sandwiches

served there. (ul

GARRY stated he heard no shots the night he spent in the
jungle, but the next morning he heard several voices and shots,
the location of which was difficult to tell. / //

- GARRY stated he had absolutely no advance information that
anything like the occurrences were going to happen/z,/

" The interview was discontinucd at this time because GARRY
had mcmbers of the Peoples Temple waiting to confer with him,

(”7'
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