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Oate of traascription

San Francisco, California, vas interviewed on Novenber
19, 1978 at the Malcolm Grow Medical Center, Andrews
Aix Force Base,rﬁaxxland, while awaiting medi valnnds
and treatment., a white malc, born

ay had just flown to Andrevs
ALiI"Forcc base fxrom cuyana, ?ggih_mﬁerica, having axrived
only a short time previous. advised he is empnlgyed
as a|

.4I_€én_&a.nmm._caql' 1fornia, telephone
and he has been so

employed since Janvery 22, 197&. The first knowledac he had
of his asgignment to travel to Guyana was on Thursday

afternoon, Nove ) o _wp o travel
thexe by .
He said thIs ceme about on the assumption of that

|; who has written a number of stories about

the Peoples Termple, would not be c make the trip.
He cxplained that the | | naa just

learned at that time of a ¥frip plannca by Congressman LEO J.
RYAN from California to travel with a party to Guyana/u /

He was to covex RVAN's visit to Guyana and to sce
Jonestown if possible. He flew from San Francisco to
New York, where he met Congxessman RYAN and his party,
and they departed New York about 3:30 p.m. on Monday,
Novembexr 13, 1978. Congressman RYAN was representing the
House International Relations Comeittee to check on conditions
in Jonestown. He recailed that also present on this ajxplanc
flight frcm New York to Guyana were eight other media pezople
in addition ¢o himself, as well as Congressman RYAN and his
Administrative Assistant K. JACQUELINE SPEIERS. 1In adgdition,
JIl SCHOLLART of the Housc Committee Staff was also present.
They flew to Trinidad and subsequently to Geoxrgetown, Guyana

arriving there Tuesday night, November 14, 1578, about midnight.,?ij

211 of the members of the nedia, except himsell,
vere pernitted to entexr the country, but he was not as heo
¢did not have the prover journalist: permit. The appropriate
formal xequest was uade at the U. S. Ixbassy and Ef&:f:]was

Imvestipation o 2 2/19_& 20/78 Ardxews Aix Force Base,Nd

delayed approximately 12 houxs at the Imm:'.gratioxpOffice/-u/
’ \
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at the Timherxri Airport in Georgetown until the matter of
‘his pexmit could be resolved. Subseuguently, his permit
was received and he was permitted to enter Guyana for
five days u[ ‘ ’

[:::::ZJStated that Congrescman RYAN had been
negotiating for an invitation to Jonestcun, Lut that he
was given.a list of conditions which would have to be mot
in oxder to visit there. These conditions included that
Attorney MARK LANE be prescnt, that menbers of the Black
caucus be present and that the Reverend JIIS JONES would
choose the members of the press to go there. Congressman

RYAR, however, &id not agree. to these conditions. Subsequently,

Congressman .RYAN :xeached an agrecment with Attorneys MARK
LANE and CEARLES GARRY, vwho is the attorney for the Pcoples
Templce, permitting them to travel to Jonestoun. rstatea
there was a logistics problem involved due to thea pIanes
and the landing striplavailable.lei

A grouvp of people calling themselves Concerned
Relatives, totaling 13, were intexested in accompanying
Congregsman RYAN to Jonestown. This group of people consisted
of individuals who had been in the Pcoples Temple, werc temple
dropouts or were people with relatives in Jonestown. /4

» [ ]understood that the press media paid a part
of ‘the cost of the plane trip, the Concerned Relatives
paid a portion and Congressman RYAN also paid a portion of
the expenses for the plane to £fly to Jonestoun. The planc
was an .18 seater and present -on the flight werc Attorncys
-LANE and GARRY, four members of the Concerned Relatives
group only as the entire group was {oo large to take and )
it was-decided these four would xeprescnt their croup, and
a number of the media, including himself,| |

“ ) C ; - . . *
[_____J»as‘w61l:asrcongr¢ssman RYAR and his Administrative
Aide, K. JACQUELINE sm;n:as{k/
[ Istatea that Congrcssman RYAR had said that

he was not pre-judging anything and had on epen mingd concerniig
his visit to Jonestown and was representing COnstitucnt7ﬁ%y.
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from his district in California infvieW‘of«the_interest
‘0f people there in the Peoples Temple angd their .concern
for friends and/or relatives. (u/

Their plane,left<the_GeorgetoWn,Airport~and :
arrived at Port Kaituma in the late evening of Friday, ‘
November 17, 1978, They then proceeded via truck or a _
land rover into Jonestown, which is about six miles away, bé
which six miles consisted of deep, red mud., /”/ b7C -

* A sergeant RUDDER, a local Guyanese constable,
and his deputy met them at Port Kaituma. RUDDER said that
he had instructions that only SHARON AMOS could proceed
to Jonestown, however, AMOS s back,at;Georgetown,qnd not
a member of the party. l;;;:ji]described SHARON AMOS as being
a current member and le y 50 to 60 people living in
a house in Georgetown where supplies were received by the
‘Peoples Temple and subsequently forwarded to the Peoples , ‘
Temple in Jonestown. ‘Attorneys LANE and GARRY could not
understand RUDDER's orders and -some members .of the Peoples
Temple, about five or six, arrived on a red tractor. They
entered into negotiations~andAsubsequently, agreed that LANE
and GARRY could go on in first to Jonestown and negotiate
for the Congressman. They walked to a nearby telephone or
transmitter and after an apparent conversation, came back
and said that. the entire party could travel to Jonestown, ]
LANE, GARRY and Congressman RYAN were anong the occupants of
the first fffckﬁto-travel,into Jonestown, along with the other

believed to be temple people. The truck then ’
returned for the press andjthe,fou:‘people,representing the
Concerned Relatives. group. /Y / ’

r
‘ Congressman_RYAN had been there approximately N
20 to 30 minutes when group arrived there. They
went to a central location, which place was an open .air

‘meeting place with a 'corrugated tin roof, a stage and seats.
They were welcomed and sexved iced tea. The people were
very hospitable, although later stated he had heard ;
that this had been staged for € eir benefit. They were -
told that the people there wanted to entertain them and they
had dinner and entertai pent, which consisted of singers
and- a rock band. | said that the NBC personnel filmed

i The entertainment ended about 11:00 p.m. that night.
rﬂl_ui_lsaid the room was charged with emotion. 'Congress'ma?—;y
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RYAN gave a speech explaining that he was an impartial

observer there and elaborated along this line, that it

appeared that some people were happier there than ever

before. There was great cheering, however, said

he again later heard that the people had been instructed

to do this. When the time came to leave, there were no
accomodations there, but a cottage was obtained for

Congressman RYAN, Attorneys LANE and GARRY and possibly be
SPEIERS, with the remainder of the people renting the home b7C
of a person where they spent the night.(hy

The following day, Saturday, stated that
things were doubly tense. Congressman RYAN was interviewing
people in Jonestown privately, some of whose names had been
given to him by members of the Concerned Relatives group.
The previous evening, DON HARRIS of NBC had received a note
from a young man with three names on it, which note asked
for help in getting these people out of Jonestown./yy

C [::::::]separated from Congressman RYAN as he wanted
to see parts of Jonestown for himself. After a conference
with Attorneys LANE and GARRY, an agreement was reached that
the ‘media could roam around the grounds. He was subsequently
refused entry into the "Jane Pittman House" on the basis they
wanted to protect the privacy of the people inside who were
elderly. He said he believed the actual reason was because
the women occupants of the home were packed in "like sardines"
and that there were 65 people stacked in beds there. He noted
there was an allegation of funding of the Peoples Temple through
Social Security checks of the elderly, such as the people
there. One of the leaders of the Peoples Temple went into
the Pittman House and requested permission for them to enter,

which was granted. As t inside, however, many of
‘the women inside left. did talk to several women and
l1ked it

all of them said they 1 there. /¥,

continued his tour of the grounds and the
people preparing to leave started reporting to the central
assembly area. When he returned there, he saw some women

with Congressman RYAN who wanted to leave. He noted in
particular that the PARKS family was present with Congressman
RYAN and wanted to leave. Other people then joined Congressmnan

(*
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RYAN and this group. [::::::]stated the time to leave hnd
arrived as the airplane in which they were to depart was
arriving at a certain time. %he press got into the first
truck which was leaving., He said that some of the media
were going to f£ilm Congressman RYAN as they werc leaving.
congressman RYAN was remaining hehind to stay with and
glve protection to members of the Peoples Temple who had
expressed an interest in leaving with RYAR, but who couvld
not get onto the first truck due to it being crcuded.
Attcerneys LANE and GARRY were remaining at Jonestown and
not traveling to the airport.(ly

] stated that he had intcrviewed the Reverend
JIM JONES and JONES caid he had alweys permitted people o
leave who wanted to, but that if people dig try to leave,

he would say "Father has failed his people”. He tried to Be
talk women out of leaving when they expressed an interest to b7C
leave. One of the wom involved in this was EDITH PARUS

of the PARKS family. | said at this time, everyone wes

S
embracing one another and everything was on friendly texms, q’

The truckjon,Which7E:::::]and the other media
and other individuals were ri ing proceeded about 100 yards
befoxe it became stuck in the mud. He then heard a loud
cheer, saw a commotion and people runnirig, About five to
ten minutes later, Attorney LANE came up the path to the
truck hustling Congressman RYAN with him. Congressman
RYAN's shirt was pulled up to his waist and there was bleod
on the left side of the shirt, however, it was later learned
it was not the blood of Congressman’RYAN.lzl

congressman RYAN got into the truck and saild
someone had thrust a knife at him. The truck then traveled
to the airport, but the plane on which they were to depart
‘had not vet arrived. Congressman RYAN and the others sat
dowvn in a little shed ang Congressman RYAN told them whut
happened to him back at Jonesteown. He said a young white
male had lunged at him with a knife, that he hag fallen
back and thaf MARK LANE, who had been his opronent in this
matter, had saved his 1ife, as he had wrecstled the knife
wielder to the ground. The knife wieldecr was cut during
this attack and it was apparently his blood that Vas on
Congressman RYAN's shirt, jr

recalled also that before the truck in whieh
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he was riding pulled away from Jonestown to drive to

the airport, a Negre male got cunto the truck and clung

to the side of it stariny at him. A female temple nonbex
inside the truck idcntified this individual as being J01
WILSON. [ |related that WILSON's wifc and child had
left Jonestown ezrlier that date trying to make theixr way
to Poxt Kaituwnma. WILSON rode all the wvay out to the
airstrip on this truck with then. /y)

estimated there were possibly 32 people
milling around iIn the area by the aixport waiting for the
plares to take them away from there. He said the truck
on which he and other menbers of the press and others
had traveled to the airport rust have returned and brought
back a second group of people. BOB BROWN of NBC was
£ilring the activities there. [ | said they werxe
recelving many hostile lcoks and that the menbers of the
press gathered together. The two airplanes had landcd
during this period cf time. One plarne was a small, single
engine ‘plane with a capacity of about four to five people.lqy)

was standing by the larger airplane, an
Otter. He later learned that a LARRY LAYTON, who was one of
the last people to get on the first truck including
and the media as it pulled awvay, had gotten onto the small
single engine plane. He explained that when LAYTON got onto
their truck that the Temple People who were riding on the
truck and leaving Jonestown, crowded togethex and away
from LAYTON and said not to let bhim on, that he was a
traitor and weuld hurt them. As a result, vhile on the
truck, he, started interviewing LARRY LAYTON, who
was very nervous. gaid the temple people werc
adamant that LAYTON snould not be ermitted to go with then
and that they were afraid of him.

At the airport, Congressman RYAN, DICK DWYER,
Deputy Chief of Missions of the U. S. Exbassy at Guyanz and
otheres were frisking pecple to make certain they &id not have
fircarms before boardirg the airplanes. LARRY LAYTON,
whon he described as pale and “hyper™ said he had to cet on
the first plane, referxing to the srmall plane. RYAW vas
on one sidc of the small plane and LAYTON eépparently wvent
to the other side and clinbed into the planc. /u)
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okserved what he described as a truck

a tractor with the txuck partially concealing the tracto“,
drive over to the area whexe they wexc congregated. This

was during the pericd of timez that they were still nx‘llng
around and frisking oeoole.(uv

stubseguently, approximately three to £iv0'n“1cu
cameé walking over swiftly from the direction of the txuek
and tractor and JOE WILSORN was cne of then. [::::::1vd»
then sto g beside the largex a;rplanc preparing to boarvd
it. Efffffﬁthon sIw several people ceming at him armed with
rifles. Hc was then standinc by the stcps leading to the
centexr Qoo of the aixplane. BOB BROWNI, the NBC caneramon,

was nearby £ilming this sequence of cvents. Firing commenced
and E::::E]felt a bullet ctrike him | | xe
fell to the ground and noved behind the airplance for
protection as did DOB BROWI. He was trying to take covex b6
behind the airplane tire and he heard additicnal shots. He bicC
gsaid the shootlnc possibly lasted five minutes or less.

who was then flat on the ground looked kchind him,
He saw DON HAkRIS of NBC trying to get behind the tire of
the plane, as was Cengressman RYAN. He heard later anothorx
individial wag also trying to get behind the plane tire
fox protection. He gaw an inéividual come around the s£ida
of the airplane. He saw BOB BROWN lying on the ground and
believed he was hit, but not dead as his body WasS moving
gonme. He alsc saw DON HARRIS on the ground with his booy
moving and believed him to still be al:vc. An unxnown
individual then came up and placed hiz xifle by the hea
of DON IARRIS and fired, administering what he called tn°
“coup de grace”. Either this same individual or another
individual did the same thing to BOB BROMI, both of whon
were on the ground. /h )

[::::::] who was then possibly 10 to 15 yards avay
and who hid becn trying to make up his mind as to whethov
to play dead or xun for it, then decided to iun. He got up
and ran across the airplane field into a tropical rain -
,forest area. e raun into th\q dense un-‘zergrd‘}zth as /f»a:r as
he could. ‘He had a camera bzg, which he dropped on the runuvay
and he urorp-l his Nikkon canera in the swampy axca ag ho '
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[ | said he knew that he had been shot i )
and +hat ha hald 1ncé ]

48 NDis camera bag. He saw a pasture, which he proceeded
through, and subsequently, he made his viay around the
perincter of al then saw people and xecognized
among. them who is quite tall .
‘and stands ©Ut in a crowd. He woent over to then., He gaid b6

this wds possibly 4:30 p.nm. (h/ b7C

He observed that the larger twin engine Ottex plane
was disabled as -the tires had been shot .out. The small planc
ranaged to take off and he was told .that it had cne passenger,
a femazle temple dropout menher. He was not certain as to
when the small plane took off, but understood it summoncd

help. (u’

A He observed Conhgressman RYAN's body as well as
the ‘bodies of HARRIS, -BROWN,; GREG ROBINSON, San Francisco
Examiner photographex, and the body of a woman beside the
plane. He said he could noct see who' shot: Congressman RYAR
or even himselﬁ./Q‘,

; stated that he belicved that ‘the individual
who shot DON HARRIS was a young black male, possibly &

ecnader or .in his 20's and perhaps a little taller tbha
jand about: the same build. saia he is|
tall and weighd __ bounds. He said it all happencd §0

fast that he cannot be positive that the individual who
shot him was a black male, however, he believed him to. be,/‘k,

, [;::::] subsequently heard from sevexal peoplc
there, including one of the dropoutg, poezibly DALE PARXS,

that LARRY LAYTON ot into the small ‘airplane while Cougressman
‘RYAN wag standing beside it, at vhich time the truck and
tractor containing the men who 'did the 'shooting were procceding
toward them. ELZYTON had, or was handed, a rovolver and

started shcoting. He said he might huave been handed the
revolver through the wingow, buvt he alsc had a satchel with
him-which had not been checled, to hig knowledge, for vweapons
due to their inexpericnce in such things. The revolver was

& gixn cylinder and | |Understooﬁ that LAYTON apparently
ghot five times as there were five erpty chambers when tho
revolver was recovered following the shooting. He szid 25/

5382
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that he suggested to DWYER that since he was a govexnment
official‘thatkDWYDR-shdu;d tazke custody of this revolver
and he did. LAYTON vas detained by other Guyanese N
civilizn males. He was olso told by he belicovead DALY PARKS
that: PARKS, after LAYTON started shooting at the people

in the small plane, hed wrestled LAYTON for the revolives
and they fell out of the pisne, that PARKS pointed the
xrevolver at LAYTON and it cither misfired or was cnpty
when he tried to shoot LAYTON. 14 ki

>| described TAYTOR as a white male, age 25
to: 30, 5'6™ to 57", 140 to 150 pounds, with short curly
hair ard "spacy" looking. /av

|statcd that he had heaxd nothing to indicate
any type OF Congpiracy to assassinate Congressman RYAN or
any other government official. Ie noted that he had no
knowledge of the Peoples Temple and ite activities priox

to receiving thig assignment as previously stated. Latex,
while in Jonestcwn, he heard frem Gropouts there that JONES
was preaching that the media oxr Congressran RYAN had guns
and vere coming there to get them., He said he did not then
understand what this actuelly ‘meant. He knew that: conditions
were tense following their arrival end at t¢he time of their b6
departure, butAkheW"UH{w'ug ag far as any plans to comad y b7C
violence on the part of the Reverend JOKES or nembers of
his temple. {u '

his trip to Guyana and Jonestown and he recoxded latex in
his notes following the shooting of Congrecsman RY&ANW: and the
other membars of his party, the neaas of ihe individuals,
responsible for the shooting as furnished to ‘him by different
dropout members from the temole that he intexviewed. all of
this inform?iigﬂii§_lﬂﬁqréQQ_iﬂ_hiﬁ_nQiQS_anﬁ_ha—cave hic
potehool to fox the
Imno care O {ne hospital. He seid
aq cailed in a portion of his gtory to his newspoiow

Plior to bei moved to the Emergency Rosm for examd alic
and ‘tha retained his notes in oxder to continnve
the stOry he was dictating as to what transpired at {he

airroxt. ( a /

noted that he had made notes -concerning

ade
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At the epproximate conclusion of this intcrview,

| entered ‘Jnﬂtel room where |h£=(3 heen

laced & patient. has howe {elovhone nupbo:r

and voxk telephone numbos fg nd gh_.g..a.l" 5 ¢ho
detexnmined £xcn that

1 m— w - (] - . -
L Ihaa turnea over his notes to| | sister, who

was present at the ho:—:pii:al.l )([

Folleowing receipt of thic inforration, the intervicw
was teiminated in order for[ | to rest as he still hod
the bullet in his shoulder ang the doctors had not determined
when such would he removed from hig shouldeyx ./’ /

on November 20, 3078, Jwas re-contacted in

his room at the Malcolm Crow Medical Centexr by S | and
sA  _He advised at that time he had alresdy told
SA the names of the individuals responsible for the
shooting. Ke said these individuals were ac follovs: l//

l. TOM RICE

2. ALBERT TOUCHDETTE

3. JOE WILSON lkl

4. LARRY LAYTOR _'

He also advised that a STANLEY GIEG was the driver
of the tractor or truck which brought the individuals to
the ajrprort who d:Mg_T'hooting, although CIEG himesclf wag
not identified to as being one of the individuals
doing -the shooting. (W

_ |:|iadvisec‘i ‘that KICE may be a middle agcd
white male With a crewcut and a rougl, hatchet type face,

whom ho saw at Jonestown, but Le it not certain concenning
this as the indjvidwals who gave hin the informaticn hnt
KICE was involved in the shooting did not furnish his rroe
to him. He understood that LICE was soon shooting & handoun,
possibly a .45 automatic, and was one of those on the fyuck
ox tr’actor.(vl

concerning ALLERT 2QUCENYTH, ha &id nok Juyny this
individual's xace, but hessd tha: he hud sore kind of &
riflce and was fixing at people u/

5134
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concerning JOE WILSON,[ |noted that this
individual he had previously discusced with sa[___ ] end
WILSON is a. Negro male, age 21 .tc 23 with short cocn rows
and people said be did participate in the shooiing, further
details u“n}:nown.(u'

concexning LARRY LAYTON, previously describeq,

[:::::;]stated that DALE PARYS said LAYZON shot one of
PARKS' daughters on the plane.[,q

said he compiled this infornation identifying
the above Individuazls &s heing involved in the shooting from '
the DALF and EDITH PARKS family, JII} BOGUE and family,
except fox one danghter, who chose to remain in Guyana and
from HAROLD CORDELYL, who has been a menber ¢f the Peoples
Termple for 25 yesrs and was former hcad of the temple cecurity
in Califecrnia. CORDELL wenf to Guyana about cight to tuelve
months previous when the JOHES group did, however, he fell Snto
disfavor with JONES and had decided to leave and was atiempting

to lecave and was at the ainpost at the tine of the shooting./& e
0O

|said the chootinyg actually commenced ahout brc
4:15 p.m. on Saturday, Novemper 18, 1978 and that the shooting
sounded like pops or emall cxms £ire primarily to him. JHe

did not know where JACKIE SPEIERS was during the shooting.

He recalled that when their plane evacvating the viotnded
departed Guyana that some of the more seriounuly wounded got
off the planc at San Juan. Included anong those people vas
ANTHORY RATSARIS, Concerned Relative member who was shot up,
as was his father, STEVE KATSARIS. BEVERLY OXAVER, & Kegro
ferrale, age about 47, and a member of the Conceorned Relatives
group had hex ankle taped. Hexr huvsband, HOVARD, age 57,

who was in the Concerned Group there, had rexained behind

at Georgetown while the others went to Jonestown and they
were evacuated as he apparently had a stroke and accoxdin

to medical personnel, nceded help immediatelyvl

| | traveled via THA det from Cuoxngetous.

,A%so, stayed at Geoxgctoun cnd wag not on tha
‘plane Wit Z.

[ Iwas never intervicwed by anyone conpected
with the Guyanese govermment concerning this shooting ot the

airport. (ul
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