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Oate of transcription

|_| | emploved bvl[ A
california | advised that he
regides atl : California
Istated that he was ameng
numerous news media pecople who were assigned to cover

a trip to Jenestown, Guyana and to travel with U. S.
Congressman LEO J. RYAN (Democrat, California) and several
relatives of members of the Peopnlesg Temple. Prioxr to

the Guyana trip, however vas among a group of
people who attended a presentaticn concerning the Peoples
Temple put on by the Peoples Temple in California. The
two attorneys who represented the Peoples Temple wexe also
present at the time of the presentation./

| pdvised that he flew from California
to New York on Monday, November 13, 1978, and then from
New York to Georgetown, Guyana on November 14, 1878. fhe
two attorneys for the Peoples Termple met with Congressman
RYZN and the rest of the contingent from the United States
cn Wednesday evening or Thursday in Georgetown and, on

Friday evening, November 17, 1978, they §°t the "okay" from

Attorney LANE to proceed to Jonestown. stated

that they all then flew from Gecrgetown to Jdonestown where b6
they were delayed at the airstrip for one to two hours b7cC
before receiving permission to proceed to the Jonestown

prorex. The whole contingent was transported to Jonestown

via truck and the trip took between 45 minutes to an hour,
placing them in Jonestown at approximately 7:00 p.m. The

templc people put on a big ceremony and "God Bless Anerica"

was sung. Many of the people appeared to be happy, however,

that evening, a slip of paper was passed to NBC Coxrxespondent

DON HARRIS by someone who wanted to leave the settlement

and return to the United States. None of the visitors were
permitted to stay overnight there, so they all left and

returned the following day, Saturday, at apprcximately 10:00 a.m.
On Saturday at Jonestown, an older woman grabbed DON HARRIS

and indicated she and her family wanted to leave the

compound and return to the United States. HARRIS brought

this woman to Congressman RYAN and she and her relatives

stated on voice recoxrded tape that they wished to-leave./lﬂ/
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congressman RYAN then intexvicwed the Reverend
JONES on tape about alleged toxrtures, disciprlinary neasures,
etc., used agcinst members of the Peoples Temple at
Jonestown. Rceverend JONES denied all allegations and
additionally stated that the only guns in the conpoind
were used strictly by the hunters to obtain food for the
merbers of the church. ( ]”

When the .whole contingent was getting ready to
depart the compound for the airstrip, approzimately 15
other church nembers suddenly wanted to “defect". The
visiting contingent and the "defectors" werc driven to
the airstrip where there were two airplanes waiting.

Shortly after the arxival at the airstrip,[::::::::gngCrved

a tractor pulling a flatbed truck with canvas ovex the

top. Three men got off the tractor and flatbed, walked

toward the reporters and asked which airplane the Peoples

Temple members -were leaving on. No onc responded to this b6
question ané a short time later, these :individuals pulled bi7c
weapons from the flatbcd apd ovened fire on the pecple

standing on 'the airstrip. stated that, as he

remembers it, the people from the temple who were on ox

near the tractor when the unprovoked. shooting began were

one black man named "STANLEY" (driver of the tractor),

one white malc who was approximately 45 yeaxs old and

appeared to be the leader of 'this group, and three otherx

‘Negro males. One woman "defectoxr" was killed as she was

about: to board one of the airplanes. The engine and tires
of one of these airplance were shot out and, although ‘
there were. crbassy people in the area, the people doing the

shooting seered to convine the;z_ﬁ?ooting to 'the anganggPt
from the United States. vas struck ip

with a bullet and his camcraman was shot in the leg. The
caperaman was meaning when one of the temple people walked
up  to him and shot him in the head, killing kim. | |
stated that he remained motionless neay his cameraman,
feigning death, when he vwas shoi acain; an apparent attempt
to make sure he was dead. stayed, laying facce

.down on the airstrip, for approximately onc-half houx ,
-and he heard an airplanc engine start amongst the noise

of people crying. BHKe then ran into the- thick brush surrounding
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the airstrip and banded together with others, inciuvding a
State Departwent official who had fled. staycQ
overnight in a tent with three other injured individuale
and the next morning, Sunday, November 19, 1978, »
approximately 40 Guyanese soldiers arrived and secuxed
the areca so the group could eventually be evacuated. 11/
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