Dote of lvemuiphcn_l.l.l.gy 7._8‘

Caribe Hilton
Hotel, Sam Juan, Puerto Rico, was advised of the identities
of the interxleuing 2gents by a display of credentials. He
was adviecd he was being interviewed concerning a possible
Federal violation in connection with the d~ath United States
¢ TLIESS Lan 1¥0 J. RYIN, Thereafter he pgrovided the follow-
ip [ ‘!dti()n . ul

Room|

23 .

I2s Geen

ermloved for]

28 a

. I
.

e has bLeen e.nloyed in the mecia

industry for approximately twent¥ yearsfjv

Burbank, ‘California.

Temple'.

He was contacted by|

| Network News,

After discussing this with

Ile was asked to do a story on "Peoples

. he decided he

wonld accept this assignment’/

=

The news article was to be conducted with the

's¥istance of NDON HARRIS, who is a correSﬁtndent DOX KARRIS
J"d cnducted inxostx'atxve stories of a similar rature in
\U\ 208t and had talwazd with Cong:e Snan 190 RY 4N concerning
e rnop]cs Teupla, ™e Network News had muyaerouas ooinunica-
viras from concerned selatives of meimbers of the eopies
Teple. A mininal arount of preparation was made for the
e sS story, He aT 3signed 803 3RUSN as cinueraman for this
~tory. \«3_3ssizncd_Ts part of the crew to handle

chavineering matters. is classified as a soundman Zf)

bo
b7C

Also hired as a con tant for the story was
| is a free-lance news man who

orerates in Los Angeles, California. He ha usiness telephone
| ] and residence phone| )PZ()

Preparatory photographic shootings were made at the
Peonles Temple at San Francisco and a limited nunber of
1nterviews were ll e at the Tenpie to pre.are the background
(

for this story.

The filming crew was bcarcded on the United Airlines(“‘
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flight from San Francisco, California on November 13, 1978,
to ew York, New York. Also on tbis flight was Congressman
LEO RYAN and two aides. These aides were JACKY SPIERS,

who handled logistic matters for the Congressman. Another
aide, JIM (last name unk’no.'.n).\u,

Also on the same flight and a member of the news
media contingent for this story was TIM REITTERVAN.
Mr. REITTERMAN is a writer for the Szn Francisco Examiner.
Mr. RITTERMAN h&d written stories concerning the Peoples
Temple previous to this story. GREG ROBINSON was taken 2s a
photographexr for TIM FEITIERMAN ‘\A’

Other news media members were RON JAVERS, who is a
writer for the San Francisco Chronicle. RON JAVERS was
chosen Lo represent .the San Francisco Chronicle because the
Chronicle had written several detremental stories concerning
the Proples Temple and the Chronicle believed it would be
best to send a different writer.“‘,

, Also on ‘this flight were approximately t.enty-two
fzmily webbers of people who were at the Peoples Tonnle
corwaunity settlement, Jonestown, Guyana. These $f»mily romlors
were representatives of the group called “"Concerned Relatives
of Peoples Tauple" (CRPT).\W

b6
bic

After arriving in New York on November 13, 1978,

lvent to his corpora ffices. HKe had mecetings

with Network News, NBC, Incor-
porated. During these meetings he finalized his decision
to conduct this story and made final preparations for the
story and departure to Georgetown, Guyana.lu

On November 14, 1978, | departed from New
York, New York on Pan American flight at three p.m. bound for
Georgetown, Guyana. The flight proceceded to Trinicdad where it
refueled. While in Trinidad a foreign correspondent assigned
to Latin America for the Washington Post joined the media.
Also on this flight were the above-mentioned individuals who
departed San Francisco, California en route to Georgetown ,u
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The flight arrived at apnrox’matelﬁ‘midnight on
Ncvenber 14, 1978, at Georgetown. was the first
miiver of the media to pass through cuntsms. All of the
aprropriate visas for journalists had lecn obtained by N3C
for he and his crew. There was very 1little trouble for he
and his crew to enter Gurana. The entry for other members
of the media and Concerned Relatives of Peoples Temple was
not s easy. When RON JLVERS attempted to pass through
custons, ‘the authorities scized his passport and wallet.
They refused to adnit him to Guyvana. He was detained z2s the
Guyanese authorities found $230 in Guvznese currency in his
suitcase. This currency has a value of about $100 U.S.

It was explained that there is a law that no one may remove
more than $15 Guyanese currency from tre country and no.one
r.ay bring in Guyanese currency. The avthorities heild

Xr. JAVERS for_annraxsi ely fourteen hours. | |
remained with |duri g this time and both were
released the following day.{ux) .

- On November 15,,1978] |joined the other
news media and Concerned Parents at the Pegasus Hotel,
Georgetown, Guyzana. “n

7 The following three or four cays were necessitated
td obtain the proper permits from local authorities to make
the trip to Jonestown, Guyana”,uy

During these meetings, discussions, and so forth,

CHARLES GARRY and MARK LANE interceded on beha o
Peoples Temple. Both these men are known tj 2s
Attorneys from the United States who represen € reoples
Temple. | |[described these two Attorneys as “radical

attorneys™. TheSe Attorneys have defer,ded radical defendants
in the past, including JAMES FE4RL REY.(

After these meetings were hejd, it was decided
that four members of the Concerned Fel:tives of Peoples
Temple would be permitted to have access to the Peoples
Temple. These people were JIM COBB. | |described
JIM CO33 as a young negro male who is 7 Cintal student.
wr. COBB was a former member of the Peoples Temple. STEVEN
KAESARIS was also admitted. 4n unnated black lady was the
‘third menber of the committee to be adnitted. The fourth
izeémber of the committee was a thirty vzar old woman who is a
sister of one of ‘the residents of Peoples Te,m*ple.(u)

T
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Also. incliuded in this party were thé members of
the agdia, the Congressman RYAN. and aide JACKY SPIERS. A
member of the United States En;assy at Georgeto*n, Guyana,
also was included. in: this grcup. The man's rnane was
RICHARD DWYER. The last menber of this group was a local
rgpreaenta»xve ‘of: the Guyanan Government who accompanied
the media and family members. (“

The decision as to who would te permitted to the
settlement was made by the .anthorities at the PcopAes Temple.
CHARLES GARRY relayed a message ‘that GORDON LINDSEY would
not be welcome and it was ‘agreed that LINDSEY would not
‘accompany the media to -the Peoples Temple. 4n agreement
was made among the news people to provide GORDON LINDSEY
with the information and photograoh° he may need(ﬂl

At approximately three p.m. on November 17, 197§,
the group boarded a Guyanese airline and flew .{rom George=-
town, Cayana to Jonestown, Guyana. The plane arrived in
Jon eatnan at approximately four-thirty p.m. The plane was
met by two Port Kituma police. The group was provided trans-
portatio in a truck owned and operated by the Feoples
Teople. /’)(

. | |[dvised they were ‘transported by this
truck zpproximately ten to fifteen miles through narrow
roads in jungle terrain. The road had clearings of no wore
than twenty yards on either side of the highway and traveled
through ver i”rough roads with much bush on either side of

the roads.

Upon arriving at the Peoples Temple,. they were
taken to a large "pavilion" style bulldzng r_Ihls_nas_a
building with roof zand open on four sides. Epoke
with Reverernd JONES and was advised what parameters were to
be set up for interviews with the people and officials of
Peoples Tenwple. Interviews of these people were conducted
with spotlzgnts and cameras. This was necessary as it was
darkcning and becoming night. The people that were all
intervicwed appeared to be ‘happy. There were rany rsunions
of loved ones. advised be questioned cach person
as to whether or not they wanted thelr pictures taken and
'i{ the response was negative, no photographs were taken.
After these interviews and initial meetings were held, the(19/
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‘Peoplzs Teuple provided a band and‘quaSiparty(jzy

When -this show terminated| Fequested
permission to spend the evening at the Temple. Reverend
JONES refused to allow any sleeping accommodations znd
advisad they must leave the cozpound. | ldvised
that the journalists would be- glad to sicep on the floor
and that no sleeping facilities would be necessary.
Reverand JONES denied this and advised the Oeoo}e must

1ea\‘"e('ll,
~ Congressman RYAN -and his aide stayed at the
c;moo:nd during the night. Also at the compound were the
tor;.eys CiiARLES GARRY and MARK LANE. /

During the show. which was put on for the
visit..rs, @ man named VERN GOSLEY passed a2 note in block
print to DON HARRIS, NBC News. The note stated that VERN
G3I8LEY was in fear of his life and that he needed help in
iravii g Cavana. No mention of this note was made to
Conyr. esman RYAN 11530} §h]  _Ri is.
was p ssed from
Neews, NBC, New York, New York.lu'

At approxixately eleven p.m., Reverand JONES
requerted the people return to their track and return to
Jones' own. Arrangements were made for the news people, and
relat.ves to return the following morning at daybreak.lw

Although the truck was to return at daybreak for
the media, it did not arrive until approximately eleven a.m.
Saturday'nprnzng, The journalists took this to mean that
‘Reverend JONES was attenpting to shorten their work time
as the departure from the Georgetown area had been set for
approximzately two-thirty p.m. that date. The news media
was transported back to the Pecoples Temple with the Concerned
vBelativesu(UU

Further interviews were conducted with taping
scesions.  Several people were interviewed and family menbers
.spoke with the visiting Ccncerned Pa ents. Intervicws were
£ilmed with Reéverend JONES and Asttorneys c&aFLES GARRY and
MARK LANE. Reverend JONES appearced hostile during these
intervicews and included mmuch rhetoric concerning the abuse

of the news media concerning his Deoples Temple. i\
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apprcximately two p.m. Reverend JONES znnotncéd "Say not
lezve", "Gpt out of here". DON HARRIS explained to
Revzrend JONES that they had obtained information and
fnrirviews during their time at the Peoples Temple. He
uivised Reverend JONES that he could assure him that the
verorting of these ianterviews would ve fair., JONES
replied "I bope I live to see you be fair".v“

-
-

During the stay at the compound,| [observead
no weapons were observed and it was advised that taere were
only hunting weapons. As preparations were made for return
to Jonestown, there were approximately ten to twelve defectors
who accompsnied the news media and Congressman. Just prior
to departure after the Bajority of the people had boarded
the truck, Congressman RYAN returned to the Pavilion. The

v i ¥as approximately five hundred yards from the truck.
advised that a scuffle ensued at the Pavilion which

he could not see. He could hear noises coming fror: this
area but could not sec what was happening. Momnents later
Congressman RYAN returned to the truck and had biond stains
on his shirt.lul . ‘

Congressian EYAN got on the truck and ev.-rycne
departed. There were approximately thirty people on the
truck of which ten to twelve were defeétdrs.,h’

The last person 'to board the truck was a young
American male described as five feet six inches tail, oue
hundred thirty-five pounds, late twentites, slight build,
dirty blonde, curly hair, deep-set piercing blue e:res,
wearing 2 white shirt, white pants and rain parka. :Later
this man was identified as LARRY LAYTOXN ' u‘

» While on the ride back to Georgetown, Coangressman
RYAN explained thal wihen he returned to the Pavilion and
was taliking to Reverend JIM JOVES, an upidentified white
American male grabbxd him from behnind. This man put 2
knife point to nis throat. Congressman RYAN explained that
he was able to grab tihe man's awrnm and slide slignhtly away.
Someone at ‘the gathering then grablLed the assailant and
forced him to the ground. Congressman RYAN advised when he
turaed he saw the man laying on the yround stabbed with the
knife that had been placed against his throat.'u‘
o~
1 ..
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_ Congressman RYAN advised him that both Attorneys
wARK LANE. and CHARLES GARRY, were present during this.
assault. iie.noted that they had assisted in saving his

JU&(W

“hile en route to Jonestown, LARRY LAYTON did not
speak to anyone. Upon arriving at the airport which was at
approximately three p.m., evervone disembaried from the
truck and took all of the equipment from the track. The
planes wer ot at the airstrip a2s had been previously
arranged. i w’

Copgressman RYAN provided approximately ten minute
interview to in the adjacent metal shed. This
sthed was next to the aivrstrip./ ' .

At approximately three-thirty, two airplanes
landed. One was a twin-engine Otter. 'The second was 2
single-cngine plane. .As there were approximately thirty
pecple to depart and only twenty-five seats, it_wa 0SEa Ty
to decide who would stay‘and who would leave. i
advised that he had decided that be and his crew would stay
and allow the others to depart. During-this whole wait,
LARRY LAYTON had been leaning against the shed with the sarza.
ovVer his clothes. \When it came time to load the passengérs
on the first plane, namely, single-engine plane, LARRY LAYTON
announced that he was to be one of the five people. He
stated that Congressman RYAN had promised that he would be
included in this group. Congressman RYAN'S '‘aide questioned
the Congressman. concerning this and advised that this, in
fact, was his wish. The plane was loaded with four people,
TONY KARSARIS, VEIRN GOSLEY, a lady who was a member of the
Concerned Relatives and LARRY LAYTON. The single-engine plane
begzn to taxi to the erd of the a‘i‘rstrip./

JIM COBB then noted to| that a tractor
pulling a metal-sided trailor and the truck in which they tad
been brought, came on the scene across the runway. Then, Just
as quickly, this tractor-trailor a within one hundred
yards of the twin-engine Otter. | advised he recog-
nized the driver of the truck as the same man that had driven
the party from the Peoples Temple to Jonestown. Also, he |
ddentified one of the men standing in the truck as a2 blonde
man. He advised there were approximately cne-half dozen men

(.
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standing in the truck 2nd trailor. Xe could not sce these
people with the exception of shouldars and heads 14/

Aanothar truck then drove right to the airplane.
This truck had the Guyana police. One of the officers got
out olthe truck and stood near the airplane with a shotoun.
The man stood to the sidc with this shotgun.
observed that the people began to applaud when the police
appeared. There was degree of anticipation that sonething
bad was going to happen. He believed this was the reason
for the peoples reactionf

‘ |was standing on the ground in front of

the twin-engine Otter talking to the pilot. The pilot was b6
advising him that it would be impossible to return that day bIC
for he and his film crew. The return flight would have to ‘ '
be delayved until the next day because of darkness. %hile
they were discussing this return, he heard two shots from
behind him. e turned around and saw that the left front
tire of the twin-cengine Otter had Yeen shot out. At that
penent tihe little single-engine plane was at a ninety~degree
angle  the xunway, approximately one hundred fifty yards

towards the od of the runway. Secoads ﬁi&gz_Lhﬁ_first two
shots, there was a barrage of gunfire. ran
approximately {iftcecen yards to an adjacent metal buildin

and lay on the ground for safety. e witnessed the neople
coaing {rom ‘the Pcoples Temple truck walking across the “uir-
field firing handguns and rifles at the news media membders,
fie witnessed these people walking close to 'the weounded and
at point blank range firing into the bodies of the woundad.
Se remzined in that location for a moment and then got to nis
feet. He remembered the Guyanese aircraft that had been
parked at the end of the runway when they arrived the day
before. The aircraft had a daraaged nose wheel and had been
puardzd by Guyvionese soldiers. He ran along the runway
towards this airplane. Ne asked the Guvanese soldier to
offer protection to the news people who were being fired
upon by these assailants. The Guyanese soldier refused to
give him any assistance. iie then asked the Guyanese soldier
to give him a gun so that he may protect hirmself. The
soldicr denied this request also \“

. During the shooting he witnessed the gunman
waving the Guyancse citizens out of the way in an effort to

. A
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pretect them.xyl, ’

‘WNhen ‘he was near the wrecked airplane, ‘he was
«pj roximately fifteen to twenty yards from the single~
crgine plane. He heard shots from inside of the plane.
The captain jurped out of the airplane and said "Everybody
out”. No one else exited the a‘ir;)la‘pej‘.('u'

‘He then crossed the .runway and ran backAthrovgh>
the brush for protection to the Twin-cngine Otter. ¥hen he
reacned the Otter, he found several members of his crew and
Con jressman RYAN dead. The assailznts had departed ‘in the
above-described truck and. were gone. Congressian RYAN was
laying beside the rignt front landing gear. HKe hada
appirently been wounded and was shot in the head. 'BOB BROUWN
was laying under the tail of the plane. He had been shot in.
the hzad -and his head blown partially away. DON HARRIS was
iay.ng centership and had powder burns on bhis clothing,

imeaning that he had been’ shot at very clese range. The still

pLolcgraplier, GREG ROBINSON, was layving behind the wheel of
the tire that had been shot out. (u)

. Ee looked for JIM COBB, 'as ‘he felt G338 was cne
of .he other pcople capable of self-protection due to .nis
physiical stature. Ke could not find COBB 'and 10 nis b6
Kno7ledge COBB is still somewhere in the jungle(z{ B7C

The people that were ‘critically wounded, were taken

10 o nlacf approximately fifty yards into the jiungle. Xe and
made a litter and carried the wounded to this
Jocution. He spoke with the threce pilots. The pilots

advised that he had been broadcasting during the attack.

The pilot stated that ‘he had advised by radio that the people
were dead .and thatuthe.Cdngre§sman.had been killed.. The

pilot advised that there should be help at the'airstrip‘witbin
one hour and fifteen to one hour and forty-five minutes. The
2il»t Treiterated that the news ‘had been sent out and that
helicopters would ve coming soon. The three- ilots then
bearded ‘the single-engince airplane and left.,s?’

acvised at that point they had three
options. 'UpTION number ondé was to hide where they were in
the jungle, option number two was to go to the Guyanese :Army
tent at the e=d of 1 Trinway, and option nunber three was to
go to town. decided that it would be best for the
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wounded 'to resmain at the airstrip.hj,

* -~

The following morning, after approximately |
foartecn hours, it was davliight. Thereafter, approximately
one hundrad and thirty Gayzinese troops avrived.
spose with the Consanding Officer and suggested tEat he

deploy these rficn on ‘the airfield so that a plane could land
safely. The officer did this. | iconcern was
that the assailants may still ‘be in the jungle znd the
possibility existed that if a plane landed ‘it wouvld aiso

be assaulted. u\

Soon. after deploying the trocps a twin-engine
Otter appeared and again ‘the problem of not encugh room b6

‘was encountercd. The seats were removed from the airplane b7C

and the wounded were loaded first. Eventually, all of the
people werge rcmoved hy the plane to Georgetown. At

Gaorgetown

advised he was met by the United States

Alr Force parztroopers.
“people search(d;'u

Their luggage was searched znd the

’ -

»

‘police station.

| had told the United States officials of
the arrest of LARZRY LAYTON at Port Kituma. Wnile at the
airport in Port Kituma, a fellow.member of the nerdia said
“Christ". "Tiere he is". This was in reference {o VARRY

LAYTON being ©t Port Kituma.,u'

|to}d the local police there that he was
given the automatic revolver that LAYTON had used to shoot
the fellow passengers in the single-engine plane. The gun
was then given to RICHARD DWYER. Based upon this information,
the local police arrested LA)’TOS.‘(“'

'LARRY LAYTON was taken into custody and to the
During that -evening the ‘police ‘returned to
advise him that they needed help in guarding the prisoner.
He advised th:m that he could not provide anyone 'to guard
the prisoner. l\A ‘ '

le then made arrangements for a flight on a Lear
Jet which was chartered by NBC and returned to Puerto Rico.
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advised that he would be willing to
provide a signed statenent concerning this information. A
signed statement was prepared in his presence by dictating

to a stenographer. e witnessed the dictation of this state-
ment and was advised it would be typed and brought for his
signing on November 21, 1978, at eleven a.m. He acknowledged
the information in this signed statement to be true and
correct tofore interviawing Agents.'([(

He advisad taat due to the late hour and the
length of interviex, he wished to terminate interview at
this point if possible. It was noted that there were two
reporters from Newsweell Magazine who had waited approxi-
mately four hours for o~ conversation with t[

g .

T On November 21, 1978, | |read this FD302
and advised that it is true and correct to the best of his
xnowledge, and significd so by initialing each page-
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