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THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST PEOPLES TEMPLE IN PERSPir.M .tV.

(A Background

For twenty-five years in the U«S.A*, Jiia Jot\o8 and
Peop les Temple have worked t i re less ly fo r equa l i ty, jus t ice ,
and humanitarian service* We have organized around iosuos of
civil and human rights, inhuman conditionn, and the crying !i )
for world peace and international co-operation. We have a
so l id record o f ach ievement in d rug rehab i l i ta t ion , in p ro
viding opportunities for jobs and education for thousands of
young people, in helping untold numbers of persons who were
destitute, despondent, in need of medical help, counseling,
food, clothing, and shelter* One can well understand how a
man like Rev* Jones would be the subject of malicious gossip,
lies, hate-campaigns, and even conspiracies orchestrating
government agencies, the intelligence establishment, the roedin,
and various individuals who may or may not be duped by these
schemes* We have been the object of constant, organized hara»B"uijfc,
vandal ism, v io lence, smear campaigns, arsonis ts , rac is ts ,
e v e n h i r e d a s s a s s i n s *

Political frame-ups are not unfamiliar to us, and trutliiully,
we are not surpr ised that there is today an organized effor t to
destroy us* But the reality of it is no less offensive, just
because it was anticipated, even expected* We cannot stand
idly by and endure injustice without protest* In fact. Peoples
Temple has earned its unpopularity with certain elements in the
United States precisely because it has fought actively against
injustice for so many years* We do remember history, and we
prefer not to repeat it* The efforts that have been mounted innt
US are indeed part of a shameful heritage of subterfuge h



rla^med many victims over the yearsi individuals and
that were pursuing progressive direotions in American liie,
tr VT'ing together oppressed peoplot overcome raoism» and v
economic and social just ice*

Though we have not gotten to the bottom of the *
destroy Peoples Temple, we are certain of enough facts to
alarm just-minded individuals, and those who wish the de'io'-r^'i
system in the United States to survive. Some of these facts
been presented to the press. However, the mass media has been
distinguished by its reluctance (if not refusal) to publibh any
reports that would point to what is really happening*. An except 1^'!'
to this is the black press, which has recognized the attempts to
destroy us, and has been moot supportive of our work.

The story began years ago when certain individuals joined
Peoples Temple who had prior experience working with U.S. intc.Hir
estab l ishment and u l t ra- r ight w ing organizat ions. The hard fac to
came to light beginning in late 1976 when two military officers
connected with an influent ial U.S. Senator were caught trespaosl iu;
near our church while a black woman mayor from Missionippi wnn
speaking to our congregation about her trip to the Peoples Ropub.l.io
of China (We have always attempted to keep informed about alterna
tive forms of government smd their accooQ>li8hments)« The very fact
that we pursued these agents auid published our startling findinijn
about their spying mission no doubt intensified the determinate
of those wishing to harm us. Would it have been proper, or mo?
to remain s i lent about th is threat to our r ights? We th ink not .
Democracy depends upon the people knowing what is happenitig to tht'
What happens to Peoples Temple is only an example, in some inst ncos
a harbinger, of what is planned for other minority groups.

The full picture includes a group of people who specifically
organized over the last year and a half, at least. They first
met secretly to plot a smear and slander campaign in the sensatlonalirit
press (they even hired a prominent, expensive public relations firm
to help), then conspired to pressure and recruit people who
join them in lies and subterfuges, thai went further to harm innocent
people, using government*officials of the United States.
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Some of the dovlces that have been need in the att--. i '
to destroy us inolude the following!

-Oovernnent agents who have o'n'Pi'ed direotli .members of the group of concerned relative l a !
Human Freedom Centeri Inc.) that *
campaign have offered bribes and blackmail
people to lie about and denounce Jim Jones and ̂Temple. American Indian Movement hinpressured to do this and was offered help .'ith hinown serious legal problems as an enticement.
-Out mail and other communioations have
and remilarlv sabotaged. One large batch .of maai,
important legal documents, was ̂ """Iĝ VnttMcer' "Bubstanes!. There have been many similar instances.
—nhlnmrntn of vltnl int.iHonl. mipi'lloii unci fowl Imvboon y!!t"rr,.r.Ml with by U.U. Cuntomn nfc.mtn. Item" h"vn
n e v e r b e e n d e l i v e r e d .

—News articles, letters, and other com«^nicatioiin .i- -l/vietjto slander our organization and s®** Snd^oircu-
planted in various publications on the left andl a t e d w i d e l y i n G u y a n a i n t h e r i r h h - i
COIHTELrRO has used against progressive and civil r»/.Mr.i
groups in the United states.
—Other • dirty tricks* have included making phone cl>listo U ênMment Officials andan harassing nature, impersonating members of P-®P^ ^
?̂ mpins cfeSt hostility against *"8 Temple. There kjvsbeeS numerous innuendoes ®SJSb
Peoples Temple has been guilty of "wiSSoutthreats, vandalism, rape, Md even murder...without
a s h r e d o f e v i d e n o e *

Thus, the people in the so-called "Human Freedom Center"
are only the front line of a conspiracy. They have spend tens
of thousands of dollars to pursue their schemes. We are currccntly
investigating the source of their funding. They have brazenly
masqueraded as pious, outraged, morally-offended people who nee
seeking honest redress of grievances. But what lies behind that
m a s k ?

Most of the people who have decided to collaborate In thenp
maneuvers (some, evidently, after much pressure), are operpt̂ og
out of personal resenthents against Peoples Temple p.nd Jim Jtiics.
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i.cy did not want to follow the path of human eervioei except
oil a very superficial level* While they fancied themselves
huniani tar ians, they were only postur ing* Eventual ly, they
cot i ldn ' t go on in the contrad ic t ion, yet they could not s imply
Jeave goodness alone* They became eager to destroy Jim Jones,
who represented to them the kind of human commitment that they
w e r e i n c a p a b l e o f *

T h i s i s a f a m i l i a r s y n d r o m e , a n d m a d e m a n y o f t h e s e p e o p l e
uubceptible to being used by others who were interested in
dustroying Peoples Temple for many yearsi people with strong
rl^cht-wing, reactionary impulses, who oould not stand to see
persons of all races and backgrounds oo-operating and pursuing
their rightful share of rights and opportuiiities in life* Such
people are typified by the followers of McCarthy in the 1950*b
and the neo-McCarthyites gathering prominence on the current
A m e r i c a n p o l i t i c a l s c e n e *

A n o t h e r g r o u p o f i n d i v i d u a l s , n o t p a r t o f P e o p l e s Te m p l e ,
were fur ious that the i r (grown) re la t ives chose to spend the i r
l i v e s i n s e r v i c e t o h u m a n i t a r i a n g o e s a n d t h e i d e a l s o f P e o p l e s
Temple ra ther than to fu lfi l l o thers* expecta t ions o f them* They,
too, have a personal grudge against Jim Jones and Peoples Temple,
. i i K l h a v e J o i n e d t h e e f f o r t s t o h a r m u s *

Thousands of people al l over Cali fornia and the nation —
progress ive leaders , c iv i l r igh ts and communi ty ac t iv is ts , govern*
m o n t o f fi c i a l s , p r i v a t e c i t i z e n s , p e o p l e w h o h a v e w o r k e d w i t h
.Ilia tiones and who have see his consistent devotion to Justice
und the struggle for human l iberat ion, are qui te aware that
wi; are Just another target in a long history of what amounts to

'•trm of treason against ordinary people trying to secure a
" f e f o r t h e m s e l v e s * W e a r e u n u s u a l , p e r h a p s , b e c a u s e w e

■ iL-b actively demonstrating (in Jonestown) a successful alterna*
ttlve for people oppressed by racism, and we sense a deep respon-
. .Uity to keep alive the hope and opportunity we express

• ' I h a r s *



Among us there are people who would have been .dead» in
i'i .!&ton, in street gangs, in organized crime, involved in drugs,
pioatitutioni who would today be swelling the welfare rolls,
\<Lo would be a drain on an already overburdened economy, who
would have had nowhere to turn, who would have been abandoned in
il icir later years in squalid hotel rooms, who would have been
vJukimized by rapists, thieves, and muggers — and would have
victiraized others — had it not been for Peoples Temple and
Jim Jones. &iany were caught in that vicious cycle of poverty,
i-.i imo, and despair. We are predominantly people who have had
vury little, if anything of our owni lousy neighborhoods to

^e in, terrible educational facilities, unsafe working
conditions. Many of us ..are children of broken homes, and some
of us have even been sold into human slavery, right in the
twent ie th century, in the Uni ted States. Today, thanks to our
I i ;oi i le*a col lect ive and our conuuunity organizat ions, bui l t on
o.ire and concern for the individual, as exemplified by a most
I ' l - inolpled and self-sacr ificing leader of men, we have been
.iiJu to Qchiove a measure of security and well being that

n e v e r b e f o r e h a v e h a d .

We have painstakingly built this community, this movement,
ajid It has not been easy. We have gone through all kinds of
l..it'ansmentut our buildings have been burned, our animals killed,
I i tr children's l ives threatened. We have carved out of the
. ii'gin forests here a model of human co-operation and love, where
ji..iiplo who were once at each others' throats in an environment
• !..it fostered violence and gave people no creative outlet for their
I u, are now working together, building a solid foundation and

/ u r e f u t u r e f o r o u r o h i l d r e n *

We are determined that it will not be taken away from us.
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