LINNITTA JONES Re: JJ
Side One

Questions in CAPS
Ansvers and comments small type

GIVE A LITTLE BIT ABOUT YOUR OWN BACK GROUND, That's what I would 1likse

to have written first, IN OTHER WORIS, IF WE BEGIN, JUST AT A GOOD

STARTING POINT, WHAT BACKGROUND DID YOU COME FROM, YSHERE, WHAT HAPFENED TO
YOUR REAL FATHER? Have you got it on now? IES. My real father was, I think
he died in the southern states when I was about 16 years old. WBEN YOU

WERE ABOUT SIXTEEN HE DIED? Yes, I think this setting there, however, be
wrote when they first came together, Wouldn't that be a good starting

point? YOUR MOTHER AND FATHER, ALRIGHT, WHAT KIND OF A FAMILY TREE DID

YOUR MOTHER COME FROM? WHAT KIND OF A BACK GROUND HER FAMILY? WERE THEY~-

A slave, I hear she was reared by a colored mammey, thatts all, WERE

HER PEOPLE PLANTATION OWNERS .r}Evidently they had been, but for some
reason they saw £it to aband !}_;e southern way of life from plantation, by
this time- DID SHE HAVE mezf A GIRL? I would suppose that she did,

SHE APPARENTLY WAS FAIRLY WEL! T0 DO AS A CHILD, SHE DIDN'T HAVE TO WANT FOR
THINGS IN HER GROWING UP IEARS? I don't know, but~ I CAN'T HEAR YOU, I
don't know , let's see, I don't know too much about that background part,

the mother I understood was a hard worker, and the father was also able to

get by, I don't DID YOUR MOTHER HAVE AN EDUCATION, DID SHE GO T®.COLLEGE?
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No, I don! think she did in the era, In those day's they didnt even think
anything about going to college back in them days, in that particular
par t of the country., YEA, DID YOU HAVE BROTHERS AND SISTERS? I have two
brothers that followed me that died in infancy and my sister than was-
TWO BROTHERS AND SISTERS? I have two brothers that followed me that died
in infancy and my sister than was- TWO BROTHERS AND ONE SISTER, ARE ANY
OF THEM LIVING NOW? WHICH ONE? IS THAT 0}'{E OF THE SISTERS? A sister,
one of them died and that was one of the réasons I was, I guess separated
from the family, because of the fact they thought that my mother was too-
My foster father, you kmow after awhile, at that time, he thought it would
be too great a burden on her, or that she was not able because her, she
was married young, WELL WHEN DID SHE MEET YOUR FOSTER FATHER? YOU WERE
16 WHEN YOUR OWN FATHER PASSED? Yes, she met, AND IT WAS AFTER THAT WHEN SHE
MET YOUR FOSTER FATHER? No, the foster father was in the beginning, HE
WAS AT THE BEGINNING? Yes, and there~ DID SHE DIVORCE YOUR FATHER? No,
he reared my father, my foster father reared my father. He became so attached
to me that he would not let me golout of his house when they built the house
for the parents, He forgot t)i;lt' they was too young., He built the house
because he didn't want to be pestered with a spoiled brat, as they say you
know. He would just let go of me as he had burdens of his own, his ( )
was there and- WELL IT WAS YOUR FATHER'S FOSTER FATHER THAN- it was my
fathers foster father and he became mine to, I was never afraid of him, I
was born in his house and everytime that people would take me away from him,
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he finally agreed to let my mother have me, and I would yell and raise

sand till- TILL YOU GOT BACK WITH HIM? I would sit on his porches in front,
and he would say when hegot tired of it, well bring my baby home, WHAT

WAS HIS NAME? PARKER, WHAT WAS HIS FIRST NAME? LEWIS, LEWIS PARKER,

WHAT DID HE DO? He was a mill owner., He owned mills all over southern
Indiana, WHAT KINK OF MILLS DID HE OWK? Timber, TIMBER MILLS, AND HE WAS
VERY WELL TO0 DO? DID HE IOSE HIS MONEY ORIWHAT? Oh many years later when
the great depression came- IN THE GREAT DEPRESSION? There are three depress-
ions in the past that I am unable to describe ( ) and money

( )and all this, he was great politically, He was
rractically in control of what happened in southern Indiana, he was able to
vote, lots of votes, you know, People worked for him, he was very popular
with the miners, but when it came to running for office he would have no
part of it, because even back then, you couldn®t be your own man and run for
office, He was persuaded to run for governorships, and several times for
1ieutenant governor, and he constantly refused, but he would attempt to turn
the vote to the porson who comld qualify first. ( Yto meet
their needs, more or less ( ). Strange to say, he was in-
dustrious and yet he was always pretty common with- WHAT KINDS OF THINGS
DID HE DO IN HIS MILLS THAT WOULD SHOW THAT HE WAS MORE CONCERNED WITH THE
COMMON MAN? Well he would take a (phone rang) ANYWAY WHERE WERE WE? BACK
WITH YOUR, OH YOU WERE TELLING ME THAT HE GAVE JOBS, HE GAVE JOBS TO ANYONE
THAT CAME ALONG AND NEEDED A JOB WHETHER THEY WERE QﬁALIFIED OR NOT? Yes,
he would train them or he would do whatever he had to do or nothing as the

case may be, if they wouldn't work he would let them Just do mediocre things
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or something 1ike that, but he always saw that their families ate, you kmow,
and it was not umusual for transients to come through- the timber country you
know, the couniry he called the timber was ahh- that's why my father became
devoted to the gentle country, and to the valley country, \ He would always
buy acres, saws and hills so they could enjoy the wilderness., He worked

for YOUR FATHER WORKED FOR YOUR FOSTER FATHER? Yes, WHAT DID YOUR FATHER IO?
Worked in tixe timber, HE WAS A TIMBER SCOI;T. He would go ahead of the work-
ers and £ind the land and so on, and he trt;pped, and this i1s where we parted
company early in my life, YOUR FATHER AND YOU? My father and me, because

he trapped animals and I would follow the trap lines for miles and I had an
uncanny way about it. I was almost like an indian back there, I could follow
wherever anybody went even if there had only been one there, Well I could
8ti11-YOU COULD FIND IT? A half dosen, I could still follow them, FOllow
THEM, HUH? Go to the river, I put ( ). Iots of times when
they, you know, stepped in the mud puddles you might not refill the hole

or their foots dontt sink down, you kmow they wore boots, but anyway

I would follow them and we went according to that ( )
WHAT DID YOU DO, SPRING HIS TRAPS? Yes, you see my foster father had really
spoiled him, you know, and he raised and reared him and he was the only boy,
you know, It was almost like that we was brothers and sister, and he, I
think, always had a feeling toward me, because he didn't know ( ),
but I was the greatest thing that ever hit the deck when I came along you know.
He had always been spoiled. HE HAD BEEN THE SPOILED ONE AND NOW YOU WERE,
HUH? Yes, and now I was, so he didn't get much attention, except that he was

always given what he wanted and everything., Even an opportunity to grow
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forward into his gentle country and that sort of thing and work the way he
_lilce, and he would put up the money to do this whether he was going that
direction of his operation or not., YEA, YOU MEAN YOUR FOSTER FATHER WOULD
FUT UP THE MONEY FOR YOUR FATHER WHETHER YOUR FOSTER FATHER EXPECTED A RE~
TURN ORWOT, Yes, he would at that, he had a big responsibility ( )
and even homesteaded, Whe’n they decided they wanted to homestead it, well
he would build a cebin and all, YEA, WI'IEN"'DID YOUR DAD MEET YOUR MOTHER?
At the headquarters of the place in southern Indiana, the mi11s-THROUGH
ONE OF THE MILIS? Yes, WAS SHE WORKING THERE OR WHAT? No, no, lLord mo,
she wasn't working there, When a, this was not very clear, and that sort
of thing, and a, he, well the family, he's a friend of the family. They
oxhausted their resorces or something or the other, or on the way on this co-
vered wagon and a, so he Jjust befriended the family there, They would have
died, I guess, HE TOOK CARE OF YOUR MOTHERS FAMILY UNTIL THEY DIED? ves.
NOW WAS THIS YOUR FOSTER FATHER THAT BEFRIENDED HER OR YOUR FATHER THAT BEX
FRIENDED HER? My father was young and she wasntt, Nothing had (

) other than my mother had reared him, He had whatever he wanted and
all that, SO IT WAS YOUR FOSTER FATHER THAN THAT BEFRIENDED HER FAMILY,
Yes, AND THAN YOUR FATHER JUST NATURALLY GOT TOGETHER WITH HER, IS THAT IT?
Yes, that!s the way I understood it, HOW OLD WERE THEY WHEN THEY GOT MARRIED?
Well she was probably about 16 and he must have been about 18, they was very
young. Well she was 16 when I was born, SHE WAS 16 WHEN YOU WERE BORN?
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Yos, she must have been 15 when they got married, The people did back then
espocially in the south they often married when they were 16, or 15, some of
them as young as 14, I remember that cause at college at fifteen—THAN YOU
GREW UP IN YOUR FOSTER FATHERS HOUSE? No, I was torn between two fathers,
after, yes, I grew up there, HOW OLD WERE YOU WHEN YOU LEFT HIS HOUSE?
Well I think I nmst have been about 12, I grew so fast you know, I must
have been about 12 or 14. TWELVE OR FOURTﬁEN? Yos, because my grandmother,
the mother of my father, now she had helped with the mill she kept those,of
course ahe didn't do nothing much but she managed all the cooking arrange-
ments, They lived and ate in the woods you know at that time, YES, DID

YOU SPEND QUITE A BIT OF TIME IN THE WOODS? Yes, and there were men

( ) help themeelves, tut I was as pretty as the first
dawn, and I was 1ike a china doll you Jmow, I was frail and pink and strong
as a tiger too, They thought I should behave like a china doll, but I
didn't and I was, God, ( ). The business of my being out
investigating their animals and all this, YES, There was quick sand and
all this, WHAT AREA OF THE COUNTRY WAS YOUR HOME, WHERE YOUR FOSTER FATHER
WAS? He was just across the Wabash River in Indiana, INDIANA? About

five miles into the interior of Indiana was where his mills were at that
tims, WHERE HIS MILIS WERE? This particular—WHAT CITY WAS THAT NEAR?@
FIVE MILES INTO THE INTERIOR OF INDIANA NEAR WHAT CITY? Near the city
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of Princeton, Indiana which was the county seat, Gibson County, I think
Gibson County, AND YOU STAYED THERE UNTIL YOU WERE ABOUT WHAT AGE? Well,

( ) and there I attended a school

and finally he got teachers and those things in, That was before I vas

( )as I was supposed to be, He had teachers always
to ride the school bus and ( ). A1l of the grades was public
there, and that!s when I went through there, was Pinesville, both there

and in high achool,YEA, That?s when I decided to cross the river, In high
school, I meeded ( Imy grandmother because I

took a notion that you kmow there was fove or six times getting my feet

( )} come into the big house when she became an invalid,
keep her house, and I would carry books and all, experience of cooking and

so forth, I decided to take care of her and she of course was most upset
when I decided too, that I could not forgo an education that was you know sold
on books, Our house was books, there was no wall, Just all books, BOOKS
EVERY PIACE HUH? Yes, and I don't loan anymore for money or, and she

would preach you know, when I agreed so mch, why she thought that

( (
( JAND I
would get under the dining room table wehre the cloth hung down, that was
before she became an invalid or quite, and she was still ambulatory. She
could oversee, you know, the work, WHAT DID YOU DO HID UNDER THE TABLE SO SHE
COULDN'T SEE YOU READ? WELL THEN, THAT'S PROBABLY WHY YOU HAD TROUBLE WITH
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YOUR EYES BECAUSE THE LIGHT DOWN THERE PROBABLY WASN'T VERY (_}00D. I can
remember she put lightbulbs, there was always a lot of light, TH&T'S'
AMAZING, WHAT COLLEGE DID YOU GO TOO? I went to the agriculture college.
AGRICULTURE COLLEGE? Yes, I think we are talking too much about me and not
enough~-WELL WERE JUST STARTING JUST DON'T WORRY ABOUT IT, VE WILL GET
THERE, I don‘t want it to be about me, I KNOW, I RECOGONIZE THAT AND

WANT IT TO BE EXERPS THAT WILL BE, Yes, I went to business college in the
south, college in the south, and I should fiave gone on to Indiana I guess
because I don'tlnow, I got about everything I wanted to do with, btut

than this business of I had to run periodic visits, or periodic runs from
the south to the morth, because I would get lonesome to see my mother, and I
was ( ).
YOU WERE CLOSE TO YOUR MOTHER AND YOUR FOSTER FATHER, BUT NOT YOUR FATHER?
WELL WHERE WERE YOU IN THE SOUTH WHEN YOU SENT TO COLLEGE? WHAT CITY WAS
THAT? That was in a county, I know the county, but 1 dont't remember now the
city it was close adjacent to, it was pretiy much a wilderness though, A
train ran through it, I hopped the train, I got good enough to hop the train
t0 my mothers house and than I hopped the train to get back before they
hardly knew I was gone, I dian®t think they ever would catch up with me,
you know after that, YOU MEAN TO SaY THAT YOU HOPPED A TRAIN WITHOUT PaYING
A FaR#? LIKE A, YOU JUST RODE THE TRAIN? Yes, WI-IERE DID YOU RIDE? To the
inside—-INSIDE THE BAGGaGE CaR? No, my no, in the cuboose, IN THE CaBOOSE!
HOW DID YOU STaRT THAT, WaS IT VEHY FaR? DID IT TaKe SsVeral, HOURS OR, 16
miles, and it was fun and they thought that 1t wvas fun to see me hitch on the
train, they was all in on it, OH, TH&Y DIDN'T MIND, THY KNzW YOU WrHs
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DOING IT? Oh mo, they didn't mind, They thought that'!s a pretty gooa ideu,
and I was always doing something at college., I remember some kind of a ghost
story, or something. HMMM, I played ghost, oh God, they was so straight-
laced you know, about like the smglish, and I am telling you there wasn't
in my hand and I went and, I don't know how many years old- YOU MxAN ON
THE TRAIN? Woll on the truins, ana playing ghost in the dormitories, ana
doing everything T could think of normally, cause I was up all night usuully,
well you know, they always had the curfuw where you had to go to bed ana christ,
I had a rough duy. I was always doing things and studying, I woula pluy ghost
and they woula think it was awful, WHAT KINDS OF THINGS DID YOU TAKE IN
COLLEGE? WHAT DID YOU - Oh, God, I don't remember now, just everything that
goes with ANYTHING THAT THEY HAD, HUH? Yes, I was always good in writing and
that sort of thing, and mathmatics I was good in all of it. I had no partic-
ular plan to do at this time, : Just thought it was the done thing you know,
I decided I wanted to go off into another direction I would just go to school
in a different direction, thatts all there was to that. DID YOU GO TO MORE
THAN ONE COLLEGE? I was in Stutegard Arkansas, WHAT DID YOU STUDY THERE?
Oh god, I don't remember what I studied there, DID YOU GET A DEGREE? Yes,
I got one and, but then I went back to Evansville, Indiana to a business college
but I don't remember-WAS ALL THIS BEFORE JIM CAME ALONG? RIGHT? ALL OF THESE
COLLEGES, RIGHT, DID YOU EVER DO ANY SCHOOLIKG AFTER HE CAME ALONG? Well no
I did not, because i wanted to rear him at this particular time because I
thought it was bad for him; that it was wrong for me cause of the things I
would have been doing, I would not have been available and that thing, so
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when I was working and going I thought it would give me a better advantage
going you know quite a ways. WHEN YOU WERE WORKING? WHAT KIND OF WORK WAS
THAT? FACTORY? It was jJust work, You could make more at a factory in them
day's, so I worked at a factory, WHEN DID YOU MEET JIM!S FATHER? I, this
was after Jim's father, met Jim's father in southern Indiana. WERE YOU IN
SCHOOL AT THE TIME? No, I had much work in a big firm in Evansville, Indiana,
and my hea]ith was failing, I knew him before that though, because I kmew him
for quite a long time, he had done some coistrnction work, He was in con-
struction work, and they had been there building roads in that section, but

I wasn't to much interested in him or him in me either, Of course, my con-
tracts were in Evansville, Indiana where I was one year. I worked there, I -
started as a secretary and in one year I started as a top aide there to go
with that, WHAT TYPE OF BUSINESS WAS IT? Gas and Electric, And then ameung
the other thi‘ugs I walked so many blocks about 13, what have you, and winter
woather came about during that year and I would take short cuts once in a
while through a still very dangerous area that I would walk, Tt had some
croeks, and streams, what have you, but it didntt flood me out any, I still
walked across those areas and still about 13 blocks, THIRTEEN BLOCKS? " Yes,
it seemed closer to me, By this time my foster father was getting in years
and I was sort of trembly all the time, Some of the doctors said I vasntt
ocutdoors enough, I had an opportunity, in a way, I was in some kind of a
lung condition they called it so I would not get married until I was cleared
of this condition, WAS IT A TUBERCULOSIS TYPE OF THING OR WHAT? They did
not kmow, We are talking too much about me, NO, I RECOGONIZE THAT LINNITTA,
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BUT THERE IS A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF BACKGROUND THAT HAS TO DO WITH THE KIND OF
PERSON YOU ARE, WHICHHAS TO DO WITH THE KIND OF PERSON YOU BROUGHT UP, AS
A SON YOU KNOW, HE HAS COMMENTED ON THIS HIMSELF THAT IF YOU HAD NOT BEEN A
VERY STRONG PERSON, THAT HE WOULD NOT OF BEEN ABLE TO BE THE KIND OF PERSON HE
IS. You kmow, I can't seem to fit this tape business in with this, I got
a right you know, because, well just a right you know- well, Lord have
mercy, this aggregates me, this taping, WELL IT ACTUALLY SAVES A 1OT OF TIME,
ULTIMATELY IT PUTS THINGS IN THAT YOU WOULDN'T GET OTHERWISE, YOU NEVER DID
TELL ME THOUGH HOW YOU CAME TO MEET JIM'é FATHER, HOW DID YOU ACTUALLY MEET
HIM? WHEN YOU WERE ILL, AND YOU CAME HOME? No, I had known him a long time
before that, I had backed out on marrying him I think about eight times be-
fore that. YOu meAN YOU HAD SAID YES AND THAN CHANGED YOUR MIND? I, yes,. '
WERE THERE OTHER YOUNG MEN THAT WERE INTERESTED IN YOU OR- Yes, YOU JUST
CHANGED YOUR MIND ABOUT THE WHOLE THING? Well I changed, yes, that's why
I changed my mind, I know all the people that 4 vent with you know, because
I just, I was romentic, Just at a romantic age. Ni)THING REALLY IN COMMON
WITH THEM, HUH? I don't mean that they was not people( ) but
they was Just not going my way and they did seem to be a little younger than
I was, not dry behind the ears yet. They was nearer my age you know, however,
( Jwas his father(

) he was-16 YEARS OLDER? Yes, and that was~ WHAT DID YOUR FOSTER
FATHER THINK OF HIM? OF YOUR HUSBAED? DID HE LIKE HIM? Yes, he thought
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you kmow, he even told he was ( ) he thought

that my, that he would provide for me and almost everything that we needed or
that's what he wanted to believe believe because he was getting along in
years, HOW OLD WERE,YOU WHEN YOUR FOSTER FATHER PASSED? About 27.Y0U

WERE BORN IN WHAT YEAR? (

DID HE PASS BEFORE OR APTER JIM CAME AIDNG?' Jim was a year old, I believe,
JIM WAS A YEAR OLD WHEN HE PASSED, HE DID éET TO SEE JIM THEN, WAS THERE ANY
PARTICULAR FINITY BETWEEN THEM, I MEAN, WAS HE ATTACHED TO JIM OR WAS JIM
ATTACHED TO HIM IN ANY WAY? I wvas thinking that he was (

)'but I was thinking that he would get a germ(

). YOU MEAN AFRAID JIM WOULD PICK UP A GERM? Yes,

I was (
). GOING BACK

TO THIS ILINESS? WAS IT, NOW YOU TOLD ME ABOUT THE DREAM YOU HAD OR WHATEVER

IT WAS AT THE TIME THAT YOU WERE IN THE CRISIS STAGE, WHERE WERE YOU PHYSICALLY
AT THE TIME THAT YOU HAD THAT? WAS THAT AT YOUR FOSTER FATHERS HOUSE? TYes,

4t was, YOU WERE NOT MARRIED TO JIM'S FATHER AT THAT TIME? Not until about

a year after that, It seems to me that my mothers death occurred when I waa
six, and than I had these shots because I thought I felt I was loaded with this
jungle fever, and I had the feeling that it might be too late. WHEN YOU TOOKe
THE SHOTS? YOU MEAN YOU HAD THE FEELING THAT IT MIGHT BE TO LATE ARD YOU WERE
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GOING TO PASS WITH IT ANYWAY, Yes, I felt that that was true, and I don't
know where I got that idea from, but they said that i had been too fortunate
a;:d ~AND WHAT? and so far I have never dome, Just grabged real hard by the
Jungle diseases you know. I had been around them, I suppose most of my life
was in danger for its self, and I had thought that malaria fever had lived
forever in my body really because I knew something was wrong with me,  YOU
MENTIONED WHEN YOU HAD THIS EXPERIENCE WHEN YOU HAD THIS CRISIS POINT WITH

MALARIA 4

(END OF SIDE ONE)
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