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' Richard A. Dwyer, Deputy Chief of Mission (DCM) of the

American Embassyat Georgetown, Guyana, was contacted on 11/23/78,
for details concerning the killing of Congressman Leo Ryan at

Port Kaituma, Guyana, on 11/18/78.

DCM Dwyer was the control officer

for the visit of Congressman Ryan to Guyana, and was wounded ‘at

.~ Port Kaituma. DCM Ryan advised
and would make a copy available.

(i

e was preparing an official report,

!

On 11/30/78, DCM Dwyer made available the attached copy of
his official report of the shooting of Congressman Ryan.({V
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11/30/78 Geoxgetown, Guya CAR84-4"
N
Interviewed on ot g e _Guyana File # -

/‘
by ,5 Legat Robert J. Oglesby, Jr./siv

This docunent contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it end its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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!kzkx There follows a xeport of 2merican

DCM Richard A. Dwyer,

visit of Congressman Ryan to the People's

Cormunity at Jonestcewn,
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COPEL 2uvmn, of the

Tenple Rericultural

in noxthwest Guyana, znd the subseaent

nurdexr of Congressman Ryan and four other Lrericans at the

airstrip in-Port Kaitura.
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departure from azmehri Axrport in Georgetonn on Fricay,
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Novembei 17, and concluoes with the

; € @ -t %

the claxn Amer;cans towards &usk of

subsequegt cable will ezl with the

Georcetown before the ceparture for
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The account beczrs with thesgroup s
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return of the bodies’ of _,
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Sunday, Novembexr 19.
CODEL'S activities in

Jonestown.
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Please advise whethexr the Departzent concurs in making a copy

of this report or an abbreviated version thereof ava11ab1e to the

Guyanese police.
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l. Congressman Ryan's party departed from Txmehrz Aixpokt
k.‘ ' Rl e 1430« ne merms oM ean s ‘h.."'rﬂl

Friday, NWov 17, at approxzmately'ixﬁﬁ hours. Thglgroup had no -
’n‘ — * -
..absolute assurances from the People's Temple that it-would be

v+ .received at the People's Temple Agxicultural Community in
Jonestown before its departure.

2 ¢ ‘.

! ‘ . 2. The group consisted of Congressran Ryan; his aide, Ms.

Jackie Speiers; and mryself, Counselor of Embggsy Riéhard Dwyerx,
the escoxt officexr to Copgresshan Ryan; four conce:npﬁ relatives,
Mrs. Oliver, Ms. Caggl B;yd, Mr. Jim 'Cobb -and Mr. Anthony |
' Katsaxsis; t@o lawyers ‘for People's Temple, Mr. Mark Laneﬁ
and. Mx. Charles Garrxy; and eleven newsmen,'includipg a faur-
man NBC news team headed by Mr. Bob Flick and_includipg'ﬁéssgs.
Bsb ?roWn, Don ﬁ;::is and Steve Sung; Mr. Lindsay of the
$ationaiAEnQuirer, Mr. Charles Krazuse of the Washinétqnlpost,
Mr. Greg Robinson and Mr. Tin R;iterman of the San Francisco
Examiner, ] * Chronicle.
'+ €rrxeaxiziey and Mr. Ron Javers of the San Francisco EXExIRgEX
We were ‘also .accompanied by.Ministry of Infoxrmation Officer
Neville Annibourne. D e
3. Shortly before the élane's apéroach io Port»Kaituma; the
pilot, Captain Spe;ce, informed me he had had a radio call "L
t”;x‘from t&e tgyer iﬁlceoréetown conveying a message from the LRI
Ly LA 4 T e L - e Mt
PT at Jonestown that the Port Raiturma aixstrip was not
. sexvicable and was unsafe. The group discussed the pcssi-

bility of going into Matthews Ridge;. howeverxr, Captain Spence

l;gpggested making a passxat-tpe runway atvPort-Kaitumaﬁsé
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‘ rgetermine its condition. The stxip appeared in good ;:gdition

\ . vea
LY . mer e amls —— v e & gy s

and we went into Poxt Kaztuma where the plane landed. at about -« ..

. Captain Spence -
2530, x¥e informed mne later that a fellow pilot from the GDF

had gone into Port Xaituma earliex 'in the day and had had no

T fepo}ts of runwayrR difficulties.

4. The group was net by about six PT representatives including
oux
Tam Carter upon tkmix descent fxom the plane. The PT represen-

tatives were uncommunicative to most of the“groﬁp and drew aside
to talk with their two lawyers. The lawyers announced that the

PT had decided that the two lawyers shouldy go to Jonestown

f
= -, .

and confer with J{m Jones on whethexr the remaindexr of the .

. group would be allowed to entexr Jonestown. It was pointed out
i

to the nembexrs of the PT and their lawyers that the plane had
to leave Port Xaituma before daxkness at about 6:00 p.m. The-.
two counsels then departed withxe members of the PT in the

large truck which was used by the PT to traverse the bad road

oy

“into the Temple. This and the PT tractor werxe purxported to be--

the only vehicles in the area able to mzke the trip. A few

Pﬂinutés laterx, however, the tfuck reappeared and the lawyers

announced that it had been decided that the Congzssman, his

e -alde, Ns. Speiers,. and myself would .be permztted to accompany o g

e -

- o l ap'm, . T P 4
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the, group. Aftex several delays, including one delay neceesary

to'remove £rém.the Jonestown xrcad a two wheel cart loaded with

ﬁeavy logs, the group entered Jonestown at about 1630 or 1700

Lgpgrs: _After talks with Jim Jones and othexr leaders qEJthe PT, .
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s " lduring,which Congressman Ryan expressed the opinion thaq free

a3 e - & weE S e e,

entry t> and egress. from Jonestown were essential to prove ...

! that—Jonestown i's an open and free cormunity, Jin Jones

reluctantly ?greear.upon the’ uxging of counsel, to perxmit the

newsnen and the concerned relatives to enter Jonestown. Nr.

s

Jones decided, however, that Mr., Lindsay of the National
o
Enquirer would not be pxmitted entry into Jornestown and Mr. -

‘Lindsay therefore returned with the plane to Geoxgetown.

5. The.trxuck was sent to fetch the newsmen and the concerned.

relatives.” It was ?éreed-that the Congressman's party would

s

- pass the night at Jonestown Whilé the remaindex of the group

~ ' v

.would have dinnexr at Jonestown but spend the night at FPorxt

™ Kaituma and return ‘the following moxrning. While awaiting the

. press and concexned relatives to axxive, Congressman Ryan and

his aide, Ms. Speiers, began interviewing the nunexrous xesi- :
dents of Jonestown about whom they had had inquiries or other x .,

reports. With the arrival of the newsmen supper was sexved.~” .

"

. - ax

: to the visitors and a number of the leaders of Jonestown.

e

»

wd Fifty

The’ newsnen were able to speak with Jinm Joﬁes and others for

S

some considerable time. - co T -

B

. 6. . It, wasgannouncedAthat follow;ng snpper a musical show Caggie Tiem s
< o . ’{:‘.‘ ,‘..‘?.".._.‘,__"“"l\‘. += "i:’;-:);::""; k..r’;i }"i- ,._ . * . ,-::'!“ -} ‘;‘ *‘-v \.-7'-{:3}‘,.\,_*'-, l‘r‘ A

would be presented by the “Jonestown Express a group prepar-

e
]

igg for its annual Christmas concert in Jonestown. Mrs. Jones
o announced to the assembled group that no one need be photo-

l;graphed if they did not wish to be, that the NBC team-zjuld be .

= a Ad 3
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rhoang brxght lxghts and teclevision cameras and that if . Lyone
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At ey

;d;d not wis h to be photographed, they should .xaise theix hands

-

.and the lights would be turned off and the TV cameras turned

r

" * away from them. As the concert progressed, however, Jbbsexrved
no incidents of people xefusing to be photographed. The ﬁhsical

show contained considerable talent and the people of Jonestown

L 4
—

wexe very enthusiastic throughout the show and in aﬁparent— .

. good humox. ) : : T - . ) - .

- . = y . e
¥

7. Midway in the show M:s.»&onesdgot»up and warnly introduced :

Congxessman Ryan, who cane to the séage to say a few words.

The CopgresSman'noted that he had already met at Jonestown

4

sone of his former students, a school classmate of his

. éaughtex's, znd ;thers with vhom heﬁhad nutual friends.or
.acqua,in't‘ancesq He said that he had already tglked to a
conszderable nunbex of residents of Jonestown and he was
‘happy to hear ‘that a number of these people felt that Jonestown
‘was the;greatestAp;ace on earth, upon which statement-the . )
audieoce‘rose:with enthusiastic and prolonged applause.

Congressman Ryan then went back to his interviewing and the

show progressed. The Congressxan continued interviewing’

LK E g Dt TaeanSye Seas 4T F o o ;.,.'\ TRy e.s.u.\.;.-- g i 4
,

persons -on, hiS'list,‘in prxvate,'following the show._fﬁf”*h ¥ L
8. At the end of tpe evening I was approached by Nr. Vern
Cosney, who asked me if I could arrxange foxhim to get out

of Jonestown that night as he‘was’very, very frightened and

- ngs;afraid'that~dnce he had been seen talking to me he wbuld &

r »
-
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r;% in extreme dangex._ I replied that X could do nothx;;]that

Se . e AR NS X G am e e gy,
1 a8 " s w.

night as X myself was stayxng at Jonestown but that Mx. Gosney

. £ thatAWas his wzsh, was welcome to leave Jonestown in the

noxning with the group. I noted that Mr. Jones and legal
counsel had assuxed the COpgressman, the newsmen .and nyself
~ that anyone vho wished to leave with us;was fxee to leave :
Jonestown. At about the same time Mr. Gosne§ had slipped a~
note to one of the NBC cxew saying &hat he and‘Miss Monica
' ﬁagby wanted to leave.
9. At the conclusﬁon‘&f the evening's interview{ng, Congress~-
man Ryan and X discussed the situation. Miss Bagsy and NMr.
‘Gos;ey wexe two persons who had clearly expressed the desife
to départ, and the CépgresSman thought that thexe micht be
‘pthers on.ﬁis 1list of names to>intervi¢w who also wished to
depart. He noted he was savipg'his bestiddcumented cases for:

~‘the morning. It was therefore agreed that Miss Bagby and Mr.

Gosney would be put on the Congressman's list with those about

» 1
v

oot ‘u -
woghe - .

whom the most serious concerns had becen expressed and that

they would be called for interviews by the Congressman towards

¢

the end of the next moxrning, as shortly as possible before .

ey 7T 'the! group was -scheduled. to‘depart..’mhe Congressman and’ X, *i e gog h?

£ £
w ovadaate  * e ..."q:'i- T T N AL -_:.;., N f . i , 5.\- T e

agreed that despite M¥r. Jones' assurances that people would be
free to leave, there might be concern among the People's Tenple

when .it became apparent that. some members were preparing to

_ |gepart:z.. o 3 ; ! ' __I 1
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. 10. Next morning, Saturday, Nov 18, the Congxessnan began

or
e PV IR T R EET I I

" the renaindexr of his intexviews. The news, group ‘returned and

Y i

also began interviewing lecaders and'members of the PT. In the

-

mnmeantine the PT had given permission fox one ox two other

concerned relatives then in Georgetown to come to Jonestown
with the plane that was to pick up the Congressman's group ,

and to spend some time inJonestown with thei’r relatives -

before returning to Georgetown by commexcial means. ‘The

¢ ' Congressman and X agreed that this was undesirable. I .

explained on the radio to Consul Ellice and to the Congressxan's

HIRC ajide, Mr. James Scholleart, the decision that there should .

+  be no concexned relatives on the plane that went up to Poxt

‘Kaitﬁha to pick'up the Congressran and his party. . o

11. The KBC television news crew had also decided to tape ¢
i

its principal intexview with Jim Jones shortly before departure
_ . . ! ) .
Saturday.. The news team Lad been told by a local official at -

:Port Kaituma the previous evening,_I41a£er Jearned, that the’

€
¥

official alleged that he ﬁad delivered to Jones at Jonestown

*

A

an auntomatic weapon 2s well as a GOG permit to have the

weapon. In the interview, however, Jones denied this xeport,

et o -y -
1 - ':" - » ‘i l--l.l" ‘.;. \Tll 1 - g -‘ “‘

G 7. I &.i‘ . " s A arm‘ - s x 4-.- L
J.-s Sana f\.'- ,;: ity ‘.: - o xe® mapned 7 R ANE R 7 ' =‘,, J- 1.. *.'f‘.:{. "",' .{ wule

shotguns for huntzng since he arr;ved in Guyana.~

5 as_he hag, denied possession of anythxrg moxe: than a few

b o

. 12. At approximately 11:00, after consulting with Congressman
. Ryan, I called Jim Jones and his lawyexs aside and informed

LEPem that there would be several people whowanted to leape

,
. * - ¥ L -
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Jonestown and that these people would depaxt thh the Co Lgress-

L N R iy PasAassar e W ® & e ave gy

. man and nyself. Mr. Jones wvas visibly upset but was calned

. by Mr: Lane and Mr. Garrxy, who both pointed out that it ' »

w- 2 appeared that only a half dozen to a dozen people wished to

-+

; depart, which 'in its way was a credit to a community of

1100 to 1200 people. Congressman Ryan also strxessed to Mr.

Jones that unhinderxed departures would improve the image ané- .

T g ke o - et

reputation of the P7T... 8

13, By approximately noon, in addition to Miss Bagby and Mr. .

Gosney, several merbexs of the Park family had expressed a :
desire to leave and were holding a ;amily council to decide
wﬁether they should all depart togetger or whether some mig%t

| remain in Jonest;wn. It wa; about 1330 when they decided

that they. would all depart at the same time with the Congress-
nman and nryself and had collected their bel&ngings. Congressman
Ryan and Ms. Speiers went withfiembers of the Paxk family to
‘réassu;e them while, they cqllectéd their belongings. The.:
family consisted éf_grandmother, parents and four children. .

and Mr. O'Neil, a close friend of daughter Brencéa Park. It

was apparxent by this time that a second aircraft in addtion

_‘%f:'b the’ GACQtwin Otter (whxch coqld hold 19 persons) would’ii";:‘a'

-
Aaw
A 4 - = N

be needed and was requested by PT radio. A small aircraft
of 5 passenger capacity was therefore sent up from Georgetown,

. scheduled with the Otter to arrive in Port Kaituma at 2:00,

Lgpcbrding tghessages .xeceived fron Georgetowh.;,As the;J
. * P ¥ k 4
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| departdre time £fxron Jonestown came closex,_, thexe werxe sJVeral
[ ¥ (S S - e, sy
T [P

other persons who expressed a desire to leave to the Congress-’

[l e

" man and myself. It was agreed that the people from Jonestown
would be, given prioxity on the planes and that the ‘press and
Mr. Garry, who wished to return to Geoxgetown, would take

subsequent aircraft. 1In addition to the Paxrk family, the

e .

' LY -—
Bogue family, consisting of Jim Bogue,~Mrs. Bogue, Tina and

Tomny; ~and a close fam;ly friend, Baxold Cordell, wexe to .o
i , ) Leyton
leave with the.group, At the last moment, Mr. Larry Iryion.

‘urgently requested that he be permitted to leave and he -

entered the truck. o : L ‘ Tt

l14. Congressman Ryan stated that as therxe were apparently

'still others who might-&ish to leave Jonestown, he and X
vould remain at Jonestown to insure their departurxe the 1

L3

'folloWing day. I was to accompany the depertinglgroup to .

the airport at Port Kaituma. to oversee the departure and to -

2 -

relate to the captain of the GAC'aircraft the requirements =
for aircraft the following day. I was also to stop at the
Assistant Dzstrzct Officer's office at Port Kaituma to relate

these nessages thrxough that channel to assure prompt and

’
T A waw -

) o - ‘n! * ‘n'_ ﬂl.l )‘,.A-i»-, ,-3;-'., . * ‘.,,", '—;. e’ L.": e -‘{- J-;-
,accuxate ‘xeceipt by‘the _.Eral?assy. ..M‘x.?_‘_* vnfAien .ia_;,g;;‘_‘_-:‘_._‘,}ir;;,:}t;

» . Lo . [ K .

15. The group was loaded in the back of the.laxge truck.
I got on last. The truck started to depart but 81id in the

nud at the side of the track. The graup was told that a

L_ylldozer would ‘be necessary to put it back on the tragﬂ“
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' [?1 previous delay had occurred which Ms. Speiers attri;;Led to

-
4 SR AW : R AeRSe WS WP EAR TS am e

:*.,. the fact that the driver of the“trﬁck xxsx wanted to leave with

' the group and refused to drxive the turck out unless he could

.
- » 4

. be given assurances that he could leave. HKe was told thathe
could leave with‘the.group the next day.) As the group waited

for the bulldozer to come to free the truck, shouts wexe ‘heard

from the central pavillxon of Jonestown where Congressman e

* w2
'; Aw By 1w - R LI

. [ T

Ryan was waitxng, together with Mr. and Mrs.‘Jones, Mr. Garry'i“_

gy

-,
2'--.»- flmLawage - » ™ e cawa

3 e e ey o
» '*h.-J"‘".i' 2 . ETEIL N l..‘ s ‘5{...1 LY R A

» Mr.’ Lane and other rank;ng zndxviduals of the PT. I. .xan fxom .

e
W g B
Y Ae Erats
«

s an £ 2w s P M ‘
PSP Lw 2 = - PR . _,_,.,... ..

the truck’ to the Pav;llzon wvhere I found a small group surround- e

EFY
Pl - -“._ a -’ ‘ P
+ ]

- ing the Congressman, whose clothes wvere ezsheveled and bloody.-,n

‘e .- V¥, LI -t -

s 2.
e % oL 7% 3

The CongressmanAhad been attacked by a knzfe bearlng dxstraught

2 = aidhw = m
nexber of the PT who had been disarmed by Nr. Lane, Mr. Garry

R - -t
g -
N . - s 4 s =

and others of the PT " The Congressman‘was'tninjurgd. T was® S0

twie &

»
»

* L . H ‘x o‘ .= * [
tolad that the blood had come fropi mlnor wound the assazlant 2: N
= -t Snam # s -, e 'a. i -.."-:’(» s:i

hagd suffered as the]mife was taken fron hin. The Conoressman e

-1.' AR -t

g l =% Py o ] . - I‘Hd -a‘-:._-_::":!:’»“?‘.
. tola Jim Jones that the inczdent would present a problem for - ST
Gae ~u e ¥ .. e - ~"., R
spers SR VRIS o porrntlil
the. PT but that it was not one which could not be overcone‘-"' -7,
mima | — Coma s » = . T LD
" 1. gl - . . - 1 - '2 1
if legal processes were allcwed to tzke place. Jim Sones e e
‘ expressed the wish ‘that he himself had been killed d;rectly STl
» - *
T g e "Tand e - R LR
...on the spot rather than that this incxcent should happen to, r“% .
-y * At & L 6
ARSI R et e g8 e L u-‘f--:'f.-".‘:&'.«:.-‘: ;
the Congressran. ,He saiad that the police had been called S
Lo ._“_ 2T . - ‘g - s v
He appeared deeply troubled The Congressman and I had a o
. Private conversat;on ‘in WHch I urged the necessity for the s
I RY ) '-" T . . A '» e . '_:
ICongressman to leave Jonestown. ,The Congressman agreed I s
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. . £ina11y, to do so, with the understanding that X would raturn

to Jonestown and oxganize the departure of’'those”who wished to
« = . \
depart the following day after the Congressnan and group had

< llleft-Port-Kaituma for Georgetown. .The Congressman and X then

»t

janed the txuck, which by this time{had been freed 'fromn ‘the

mud, and -proceeded to thehirport at Port Kaituma approximately

an hour .away. - ‘ . . _
VQ\-R»tﬁ

" 16. The truck stoﬁped for a few moments at the entrance to
‘Jonestown ‘where it was joined by a_guard from the gate, who
- made a careful survey of ‘the passengers in the txuck without

speaking. Although the two aircraft had been scheduled to

“arrive at Port Kaituma at 1400, they were not there when the

, group arrived, about 1530. During the trip out, incidentally,

™
Xy - + »

.several members of the group leaving Jonestown expressed to

me and to others their concern that one Larry Layten had been

permitted to 3ozn the, group as they considered hin a £anatic

£ollower of Mr. Jones and did not believe that he e E

=actually wished to leave the organization. N ¥ : Lt e

. - e
. - - ?,
-

17. Upon_arrival at the airport I asked Congressman Ryan to

£
' .
- .

- be sure all members of the group were thoroughly searched

i before Dbeing allowed to board the aircraft should they arrive

. .. - "‘-‘-’ !""" €T ot "s}"" H:..E'h-?'“ .;..h ,&A‘-E:’!:l;:! !');,‘,.. (N !'f:-‘?"' <V \ L ".A_l,ﬁ" - *:"';;‘
. before ny return and to pay particular attention to Laxrxy' c
Layton about- whom we had been warneg.
"18. As there were ‘no aircraft in sight upon the group's
L B /
Ezaching Port Kaituma Airfield (except for the disabled_J -
N N ' l 3, ¢ . “' :‘- "l N » - N - i
M * e -t af ..." F ] . Do ol * . » -y v
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'rc—u‘yana Defense t‘!ﬁe H'“Island'er" undex xepaixr by four G;;]

merbexs), Gy GEvesz3ng the GOG Information OfficéX, Mri = .. _ .
20k XK and I
Annibourne / who had accompanied the group throughout,/asked

-

fthe,driverlof the PT truck to take Hian up to the District

we
Office at Poxrt Kaituma to see if ﬁkxx could get in touch with

Georgetown by radio to detexmine what had happened to the

planes. I also wished to relay as quickly as ‘possible an -
account of the attack at Jonestown on Congressman Ryan, We

reached the District office only to be tol& that Assistant

District Officer Thomas was across the way at a small establish-

nent. As Mr. Annibourne and I were conversing with Mr. Thomas,

3

xet*
»
.

. n-.

relating the events of the &ay to him and asking that Geoxge-

town and the police be contacted inmediately, the two airplanes

. wxe sighted overhead preparing to land at Port Xaituma. The

large Jonestown truck immediately turned around and depérted'
the surprise of KMr. Annibourne and rxyself.
-for the airport to pErewmpSosaizamdiziizas msxmm

»

We therefore prevaxled upon Assistant District Officer mhomas

. -:1‘ tl.-. R ¥ rve "

‘zx for transportation to the airport, which was supp’ied in

the pexrson of Mr. Jeffrey Sempel, a local bﬁsinessman, and his

- truck. An individual with a shotgun, whom X took to be a

police constable, although he was in mufti, alto got into __ __ .
x'* .,_}.-r s m-s*h ae ; ‘_,h' +* Dot m “ m‘ a "‘";.s‘#‘, T

the back of the truck.' MY, Sempel, accompanied by Assxstant

5 N
o

District Officer Thomas, and Nr. Sempel's two swmall children,

drove Mr. Annibourne and me to the airport where the process .

>183-20%,

r : 'Ill -3 "'M“h- - - -

ymaxh

[_g loading the airplanes had already begun. The journq_ists
" .' P, _— AL
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.number of people wnqh;ght wish to depart-ﬁhe following day,’

TIa33ijicalion = 7oK ' s

. ("\- > SN
[;;re still on tWR ground as they EH !1 a,ﬁ.l_m the d;Lrture

5‘\'

and as -not .all of them could be accomnodated in ‘the two ., ,

airxcrxaft. The Congressman xx was also on the runway. Afterx

a brief conversation with the Congrxessman regarding the

and the necessity of getting an aircraft back to Port Kaituma
promptly the next day (durxing which conversation the Congress-
‘man told nme that the menbers of the, group had been searched )
before they had been allowed on the!plane), X walked over to
discuss arrangements with Eaptain Spence, the pilot of the

GAC aircraft, which was mid-way down the airstrip. 'The five
seat Cessna was near the head of the runway, close to the
4disa?1ed GDF Islander. ,

19, Shortly thereafter shots rang out irom'a tractor and

two trailers belonging to the PT which had been parked at the
side of the runway nearest the aircraft. Shots also began
from thePT truck parked in front of the airplane on the ,

. -

other side of the runway. Congressman Ryan ran under the

-

nose of the aircraft or clcse by the nose of the aircraft to

,get away from the shots coming from the tractoxr and two

trailers, as did I. I saw the COngressman hit once and go
i ® ,,;u_; - L] §

. -~ A R e
i-’ws 3 ke "*'—u'.*-’-‘: '..:-"'.‘f-;:-"""".""" e ' IR R 3y, Lo e

|‘
f..&- hn-‘ e
(‘a

down, apparently @dtenpting to seek shelter behind the wheels
of the aircraft., By this time I real;zed that shots werxe
coming from both sides and that there was little hope of

nging able to cover the distance from the airplane to thk

T
) LI . ¢ - T + -
N
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*~ Bob Ra "Brown -and Don: Harris,'were both lying dead undex andnv -

- ;-
.. Py
A Y

* o

@ ’
[—;oe of the xunway and 1nto the sheltcr ox thek bush F-]also

i

saw that at least one and possibly two others: of the - groupﬁﬁ?d
already been hit. X thexefore thréw nyself on the ground on |
' m} backto sinqlate death. As I was falling I was hit»by a
slug from whaé'appaxently was a small calibre weapon, posibly -
a 22; in ny left thigh. The firing continued for séveéal
minutes and then there was a short pause befoxe the £1Ian9 _
reEopnenced., It»seemgd to.me*that-one o:jmorelpf the assailants
with sﬁopguhs';aS‘pr;ce;dipg'amopgst thé Wbunéed,xffzing a :
b}astvat-each of then. For unknown ieasons X was noé—shot
by ‘those with the shotguns nor, it-develope§ later, was Mr.,:*®
Charles Krause of ;he "Washington Post", who latexr told ne that-.
he also had feigned death on the other side of the CongreSSman;
Tﬁe trxuck and tractor were heard'tO-dri;e éway and afterx a
fw few moments tﬁose who had not been wounded and the ambulatof?
WOunded began to gei-to theix feet. The pilbts of the Otter
aixrcraft, still .in the cockgit, had not been attacked énd the
'~ engines of the pPlane were continuiné té run; I went—ovér to
the Congressman, who had been badly hit. It was clear that

he was dead; X then moved the body away from uncder the wheels

of the aircraft and checked on the others. The NBC newsmen,

o L e A,(..r -\,,1., _--J'--..:""‘\‘y" remy ,,,r..-ar‘ ““"‘I—‘.’f 58, g ,’ '_»q‘. - e - LR ‘,...sa.,: \.u R .p:,.-ﬁ -
o I

-
v%’

LI Yoty

to the rear of the ‘aircraft. I xan around to the steps of
theaircraft where Mr. 'Greg Robinson of the San Francisco

lffaminer,lay:crumpled, also apparxently killed_instantl{:]

-
*

f

» L] s ]

. N . .
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[—I cannot reca’& whether I fixst saw Ys..uack:.e Speierxs t:.ll

LY E

on board the aircraft or at thefoot of “the steps: It appeared
evident, however, that she was se:iously wounded as was

- Mr. Anthony KXatsorsis, who lay neax the foot of the airxrcraft -

n RS

steps. I ran up the steps of the aircraft whexe I found

that Mrs. Patricia Park had received what appeared to be the

.
full blast of a shotgun in the back of hex head. A She was

leaning across the aisle of the airplane. Wwith the help of

Ld H

a. local Amerindxan who appearxed on the scene X removed the -
body. fxom the,a;rcraftgin the hope that the aircraft could

still fly, but only then noted that the left hand tires had

been,shet out. 'I 8o not recall seeing any other passengexs
on the aircraft and presumedythey had }hn towards the heavy
2bush on the near side of the runway. Those rewmaining Fnhurt
and some local residents carrxied Nr. Kat;érsis, Ms. sPeie:e
and NBC newsnan Stephen Sung, also serioésly injured, into

the bush at theé;de ‘of the  runway.. ‘ . p

20.- The majoxr concern of the group was that the PT assailants
might return to complete the aesassznations. The wounded

‘wexre therefore moved into the bush and those able to walk

}gtayed near the ‘bush. . “Fr. _Bob Pl;ck of the NBC news team who
‘:- Y""‘""’ A ""L’»*' - “" ‘1"!.--*-'»1#.15.{;“"3- N S T e

had taken shelter in  a snall” corrucated ‘steel buxidng at’ ‘the-

s shi *
*

side og’the runway with several Guyanese and was not injured
by thetguﬁfire directed towaxds him, ran down the runway to

Lgpere the other light planevwas. Thexe werxe four membeﬁg of

] (]
¥ ' .a . o »

" i '
ﬁ'f"i LY & st Jn“"i‘h?' J{"“> 1‘_0.- ‘(i- T .’ . w ‘ ' '!'" l’l Rf" :4. .-$ -
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. .stated that as the Cessna was preparihg to depart, NMr. Layton
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automatic weapons and the Commanding Officer, Lt. Joseph,_
who had an automatic pistol. Lt. Joseph later told me that
none of his group had discharged their weapons becausewthey
could not tell the assailants from the victims as all were
:American; and the incident was over so quickly.

‘2. Mr.'Pernandes, the pilot of the Cessna, joiﬁéq tﬁt
group ne;r thelOtté;, where he told.me‘that.one of his
pass?pgers had attempted to kill the other passengers with a -
revolver and had seriously wounded at least two. Mr. Dale
Pa;k, who had been a bPassengexr on Mr. Fernandes' Cessnt, told

rme that the passengers consisted of Miss MNonica Bagby, Mr.

Vern Gosney, Xr. Lérry Layton, hirself and one other. He .

shot Miss ngSy and Mx. Gosney once each in the back. The
doox of!the Plane then was opened and Miss Bagby and Mr.
,Gosney ran out of the plane and were shot acaxn once each

by hr. Layton, who then turned the gun on Mr. Park. MNr. Park
stated that there was one further disg#harge of the weapon but
that he was not injured a;d was able to take the weapon away ; y s
NS LTV pj.' Vaweta BY N s Uk Talh TN g e ve A o e vme &
“from Mri Layton’ after a struggle and attempt tqﬁxscharge itugt .
Mr. Layton, without result. Layton:-then is said to have
disappeared tempaarily. (One of.the GDF soldiers stationed

by the GDF aircraft under repair near the Cessna later told

Eg‘tpat he thought,Mr.*Laﬁtoh had left the areatﬁith thaJPT =
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rgroup.). Subsequently; however, Mx., Layton was identifieb_py

.
e .,

several membexs of the Park family and others mingling with
the grxoup of survivors at the side the,runway near the

disabled Ottex.

-

N 4 '
22. By that tinme MrxDsuaer had taken possession of the .

revolver fror Mr. Park and one round of ammunition which Nr.

Park said had apparxently failed to fire. Two Guyanese in

civilian clothes asserting that they wexe associated with

the Guyanese authorities had hold of Mr. Layton and said that -

they would escort him tg5ail. I heard Mr. Layton teli these .

individuals that he was an American citizen resident in ‘

-

Guyana, that he '‘Genied the crimes of'which Le hLagd been accused -

and that he insisted upon his rzght to be brought totr;al by

£

the Guyanese legal process and that he deranded to see the area -

Public Prosecutor as soon as posszble. Mr. Layton was taken

avay.. At about this time the Cessna aircraft began to ..

take off, apparently containing Captazn Spence from the

GAC Otter and his co-pilot, and pilot FPxxIexx Fernandes. As o

the aircraft began to take off I ran toward it to flag<1t

oown so as to take out sone of thema wounéed. Captain Spence

¢ -
- g ""’ M, T . : - o CFeat e

N S

t‘\:f. 'm'ii..u' :'

1
“' - -

gestured KT the rear of the" aircraft, which X took to ‘mean’ e TR

- that there had been another appearance of the group from the

PT and the survivors and I therefore once again took to the

bush.*

: lzfs_gesturiyg to the badly wounded Monica Bagby:xhom tQEg had .
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23, Numexous Guyanese approached the survivors cautxously.
We prevailed upon one indivdual thh a Land ;over to request
help from the Clinic in Port Xaituma, pain killers at the
vexy least, and hopefully means of transpoxrtation foxr the
weunded‘to the Clinic. The individual &ig return,’statipg;_
“that all residents of Port Kaitema had been ordered to stay
indoors; that the practitioners were afraid to come to the
airport, and that the local people Qereziraid to help the
survivors x to the centexr at Port Kaituma, which they felt,
in any event, right be unsafe. The nan did, however, deliver
2 package of.pain killers,

24. It should be noted that before Captain Spence' departure
and while he was in radio contact with Guyanese authorities
elsevwherxe, either in Matthews Ridge or beorgetown, he assuredqd
me that assistance would be zmrediately on the way. This was
zggx approximately 1630 hours whxch meant that there should
have been time for an aircraft to reach Port Kajituma from

Geo?getown beforemhight had it left inmediately. With this

assurance, the group assenbled by the edge of the runway. ‘

f
EY 1 B 32

.
R WAL TS e W AN Pl Ae

A FaRtat

the Park children, zxxx Tracy and Brenda, and the Bogue .
children, Tina and Tomnmy. They had run deep into the bush

and conld ,not be 1ocated I talked with the Lzeutenant in .

Eoa ey
S

E_erge of - the small detachment at the GDP plane ‘at the hgad

- P
» e - Tamen 0w 4% - ——
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l——f the runway, requestxng the cots of _the_ four nan deg_ghnent

u "roew

© to be used as stretchers.

. until aftex 2000,

L}
’

” .
]
-

..“

Y " ey
' ..“""Al

The leiutenant agreed that the

g

E—

-

'&ounded could be brought to his four man unit's tént but

recomnended ‘that this be done afier cdarxk. In!npee that an

aixcxaft might still arrive, the group remained close to

the bush near the Otter with the wounded hidden in the bush’
*

when the wounded were carried down to the ,

confortable
GDF' tent where they were made as mexzfrizhkia as possible.
Speiexs, Mr. Mr.

The wounded consisted of Ms. Sung,

and Mr. Gosney, who had been located lying wounded in the. .

bush by some Amerindians. Throughout it-should be noted

that several rcsidents of the area immediately surxrounding

the aixfield and partidufarly the clients of Jeff Sempel's

tavern wexe of great assistance to the group. They warned

) o
us of the possibility of attack from the far end of the

o

4runway,,he1ped carry the wounded,and helped search for those,.

> v . ¥ v
- " 4 ¢ @~ . . e e 3 R *

lost in the bush. o e .. . S

®
welww
Ed
4

.25, At this point the deciszon had to be nade whether to

attenpt to keep the ambulatory members of the group together

in one place to facilitate their departure should tranSporta-'

* s e
S s sy e, ey

<

Katsoxsis,

-

t{on'arrive{”o}'whether it would be'sfer tolattempr.to §§§€¥§%Y??
rhem, either in the bush or amongst the houses of inhabitants
1iving near the airport, if possible. I elected the former
option and with tﬁe'assurances of Nr. Seﬁpel-that-ﬁs fanily’
L_puld welcome the, group, two persons werxe left to stay_ﬂxth C

- , . LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

Classification

- .
H
t x "

L -

B
‘OPﬂONALFORMISSA;
- (Fo:meny FS412 )

a-;




B
o s

s M am - Wa A Y 1)

r—;e wounded and the

> = - L e

. - o - [ Y 3 . -, -t A
. 4041 1

o LIMITED_OFFICIAL_NSE. P20e .20 _of

b ' J (‘ ; Clessificetion ‘ ' RN

4

rest of the group assemtizd in MNr.Se Lel s

tavcrn about one block from the head of the runway. Mx.

§ Sempel offered the use of his 1iv1ng quartexs for the group'

which wexre above the tavexn propexr and where thelgroup,grate-

t

:fully assembled. The normal Saturday night activities of :

" for the group. ,

-

the tavexn continued below, in some measure ,sexving as camouflage

- »
-

., 26. About 2300 hours Assistant Pistrict Officer "Thomas ap-

beared at the tavexrn to state that he lad just come out of the

bush where he had taken covexr when the shota becan. He said

' .
he had been in touch with the authorities by radio from his .
office in Fort Kaituma and that an aircraft would be sent

in shortly to be guided by 1jgﬂted oil pots alongside the

‘runway. This tactic had apparently been used in the past

; . :
by the PT when they had an urgent need for medical evacuations

at ngght;' Mr. Thomas and X returned to the airport to discuss

“the oil lights and awaited the aircraft. ‘ S

- ¥

b ’ . .
that the aircraft would not come in that night. Mr. Bodb
. ) )‘&“1‘ ;ri‘:‘%n .':a-:.'. !q _,}."Lﬂ ‘-h‘:: ,‘, * ;\'ﬂ :‘;‘T"lf“if" -'1 #_ g ~p R4 m‘ 5‘1 2 ' - ,:- "‘ ’*“._( .

-

with Lt. Joseph of the four man detachment the placing of

27.' Mr. Thomas returned to his office. It became apparent

Flick: of NBC refused to leave the" wounded and nursed themn Q' O .
to the best of his ability throughout the night. I also

Qtayed with the wounded to be on hand at the arrival of the

first aircraft after instructing the group at-.the’tavern :

nget no one was to leave under any conditions-unless MEJ;@ -

-
.-

* } -
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E; ck, nyself, or a GOG officxal gave pexnmission nlkexxax ,

'not an a;rcraft was heard to lana. i ) ', n

At approximately 0130 ox 0200 xn the norning a ‘message

came for Lt. Joseph that there was a radio telephone nessage

for him-from Matthews Ridge from his cormanding officer. I

L4

" aecompanied hin to the telephone vhere I was able to converse ;

- five miles before Port Kaituma and walk in.

' soldiers with automatic weapons at my reguest wexe assigned

with Joseph's commanding officer, Major Ronnie Johnson, and
with Second Secretaxry Len Barxrrett of the U.rS, Enbassy, who

had accorpanied Majoxr Johnson. S o

gy

29. Major Johnson informed me that a company of troops,

approximately 120 men, werxe being sent fron Matthews Ridge to

Port Kaituma by rxail but that they had oxders to dismount A 1

*

¥x I expressed,

the hope to Major Johnson and the avthorities in Pat: Kaituma

that every effort be made to get a broup of soldiers at the

EN

.

--. - . .) .
2]

airport before dawn, as quickly as possible, to, offset any R

L

effortvby the PT 'to ambush rescue aircraft which it was ' ”r

hoped would arrive at dawn. The first troops arxived at

about—0630, just xfx aftexr dawn, and wexe installed at the

By approxxmately one hour later -the full corpany ':' s wed

. i K
- S e W Wy e am

P
airport.h

was on hand guarding: the gerrmeters of the airport and six

to the tavern to, guard the Amexicans staying there. A paranedic

i e rue
- l-a v an

arrixed with the troops and assisted the wounded. . .

.
trofs

3

< ."-"!'— - '
T S
Ln. “rhe first rescue aircraft, a GDF Islander,” arrxved_Jt
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I;;proxinately 0945 - lboq_in.the norning. ' Xt arrived ;;lpgut

ol T

any medical facilities, without stretchers, without.blankets,

¥ . v : K]
"without mattresses. The three most seriously wounded REr®

X Ta 3 f

%ﬁégz§§i§he bare flooxr of the cabin from which the seats had -

been rémoved, and two others, less serxriously wounded and who could

. ¥ o—

sit, wexe also put in the airxcraft and sent to Geoxgetown.

- Other Guyanese aixcraft were scheduled to arrive shortly:

v thereafter. o

31, At this time it became apparent that there was a serious

pProblem with people who had fled Pecople's Temple, namely,

the Park and Bogue families and Mr. Cordell. THese werxe the
. indiyiduals who had told nme of the possible t=achery of MNr.

Layton and who stated that they felt.themselves, as the first

to leave Jonestown, the numbexr one targets of any Jonestown

assassins whox might still be tunting for them. They stated

that ‘the ma;n Jonestown security team had consisted of the

- ". #pear 2 Y - +

=
fewnas - - - - i
Tt 5 .- iz

basketball teanm currently in Georgetown. This ‘made them’
very fearful of being =mxkx sent to Georgetown. Thef claimed
that they knew of plans in the event people tried to escape

from Jonestown whexeby teans of sharpshootexs in Georgetown

e SRR RIS T L i A e e e e sl
would’attempt ‘to" pick them off as they landed at or departed ey

from the Geoxrgetown airport. They also maintained that the

PT had other such sharpshooters at Trinidad and Caracas and

they feared that there were infiltrators amongst the Jonestown

‘-g'! ._‘4 I

. 1ol &
. ) lggoup that ‘had begun to straggle into Matthews Ridge. __ﬁe . |
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' second problem was the five children lost in the Jungle.
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‘- The famzlies felt they could not leave Port Kaituma without

the chxldren ox without some word as to:their safety. X

'giomised to attempt to transfer the group at Timehxi Airpoxt
to the American military medical aircraft which would be’ .

departing Georgetown shortly if it had :odmlfor the group. ,—

This message was conveyed by me thxough the aircraft commander

‘and military officials for xelay to Tirnchrxi. Secondly, I

'urged each family to leave one male menmber at Port Kaituma

to take care offthe children should they be foung.
TEhE

I spoke
Smith and /Deputy GDF

directly with rolice Superintendent

% 3]

Conmander

- H

on the subject of the children in

the bush and was assured by ‘both that the gh¥x§ 1S & authorities

x

would devote as much help tgthe seaxch aS'possible.

‘32, At:about this time Mr, Jim Cobb enexged fron the bush,

-

statxng that he had been in the bush eeer sihee he had run

. there the previous afternoon. He had not seen the other

missing persons in the bush.

‘

Second,Secretaxy Len Barrett
of the Embassy in Geo;getoWh,atrived by helicoptexr from

_Matthews Ridge to as;ist with the -care, of the Anmericans,..

-
Y e 2 Py ?.:’
- .-,..‘.nez.-.,t { ¥ Seriie i v..;r.. RN ] f:.‘.n.".;-é-'-}- ‘ Pl ' NP ey ‘.',,3,;‘;“;

In what was expected to be the 1ast airxcraft of the day for

RCYI

ghn Lot
Ov"

»

Ceoggetown, the nembers of the Park and(BogUe families,

Mr. Cordell and Mr. Cobdb were flown to Georgetown. (One

- =t
# ll:‘. .. Y i' EI ¥

menber of each family remaxned to search for the chxldren )
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equently an azrcraft arrivead to transport the bodx
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I ongressman Ryan and the four ,othex dead Amexicans to - |
$ s S
[ Y * ] _ ® B e R - \
! Georgetown. Mr. Barrett and I accompanied this 'a.\rcraft to '
i L] * Y 4 N
2 B ' ' ‘e .
. o= '3 . o ' . ! o
‘ '+ Ogle Field in Georgetown.. L o *
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