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- did Jonestown end the ¥
did? I believe at least a good nyg
that answer can be found‘ on L;n

, ~Fecording of the last hour of life

- Jonestown. Unfortunately, the ta
Bas never been played puglicl .:pi: '
being kept locked up by ei the
attorney general's office or the FBL

. . - . o T e

"But I don't find that surprising in
E}u of what an American:pEmbu;y
.o cerwldmewuonﬂm.:.pg_

LY

-

by o

'Last December at the Matthews
Rx.ci.'ge 'Gues§ House (located about 40
miles Irom Jonestown), a young man
attached to the American EmLssy
named Charles English (who is 37
mn:soldandhadspentoneymln

ign service) described parts of
the tape recording to myself, Tim
Carter and two reporters whose

=)

Probably thé most Significant thing
he said was that he thg:lght the tape
would never be played publicly be- |-
cause it would be an embarrassment
to the United States. He said itreveals
that the people of Jonestown were aot
coerced into taking their lives, but
rather the deaths resulted basically
from a collective decision based upon |
the perception that the community .
was doomed and there was 0o use to

. i - - .
<, oy (S e

)
i

€

—

an G
".'."': ’ c‘_" is-.'r:.; -
English said that while be and 2
pumber of others were listening to the

in Georgetown, U.S. Ambassa-

I
[ -

finished, Burke told those in the

in no uncertain terms, that they
better not breathe a word of what
heard. He then tock the tape into his
" Another official, the man who head-

ed the Guyanese end of the investigs-
tion into Jonestown, corroborated

Emd also listened to it. When it w

[

» ” -
(Indicate e, name of
:f John Burke came into the roomrg “".p P:de poor )

'

l-——mcz A-16

' ___JMONESTO BEE

" what English said was on the tape. .

But he went even beyond what
glish said. Skip Roberts (Guyana’s

Guyana, that the tape showed solidar-
ity of the pecple of Jonestown. He
he was deeply moved by what
heard. He said that if he were in J
pestown at the time of the deaths,
could see how he would have willingt
died with the people, had he been part
ofthe community. -

. Moreoverlle told me he believed

...,g'ng

* there was some outside plan to de-

stroy Jonestown.
. . —
* This was no crackpot making wild

" statements, but Guyana's No, 2 law

enforcement official, trained by acad-
* ‘emies in the U.S., who is highly re-
spected and has a reputation for being
ipcorruptible, But it's doubtful that he
- tan admit publicly the things he said
to me inprivate. He may doit butit is

# can ill-afford to offend or embar-
rass the U.S. while it has an outstand-

‘ a touchy political issue. Guyana feels

¢

ing LM.F. Joan and Is seeking addi-
tional aid. (English, of course, would
be risking his position to admit what
[ #

. -
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crime chief) told me in a private !
 -eonversation, the day before I left
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*he told us about the tapé'and Ambas-
! sador Burke) =
< But if there Is nothing to hide then *
- whoever has the tape d be will-
"ing to make it public. It seems to me
' that a recording of tha last hour of life
tfor over 500 people is extremely rele-
tvant and crucial for the public to hear.
" I have no doubt whatsoever that the
recording was made intentionally. It
‘was found on the tape machine in the
pavilion, where meetings were nor- . .
mally recorded, and where t wasin ¢

!ﬂ” viaw af ssarse af nannls JIonas

- ————

I e —

avee &

il v .
asked that all meetings be recorded |
and ] have no doubt that the last meet-
ing was any exception because I be-
lieve he wanted to leave som
that would prove why the people di
An article in Raolling Stone magazine
_said it concisely: It stated, “‘The mass
suicides of history, Masada and Sai-
pan, had occurred when & people were
under siege and surrounded by ene-
mies, Jones and the people of Jones- |
town were no exception: for months

ey had been harassed, persecuted,

urrounded and besieged by shadow?

orces. When the final attack was

mdr::inent and undeniable, they chose
‘todie,”"-

I believe the tape will corroborate
this, and | am convinced that its con-
tents have not been deliberately mis-
represented to the press. Why ks it
being kept locked up? Because its :
contents would help to reveal the
truth about Jonestown, that's why.
The press should demand that the
tape be made public. I'm not talking
about a transeript, either, because the
embassy officer (Chas. English) said
a transcript would not give an accu-’
rate portrayal of what was going on —
there were tooc many overlapping
forces. In order to be properly evalu-
ated and understood, the entire 50
minutes of the original tape should be
played to the press, unedited, and
uncensored. ¢ Guyanese wers
provided a copy of the tape by Ameri-

gm officials, it may not be the
ssame one Skip Roberts heardsy——=

PpeRa

;
M PR AN

L atn o o @

v

PR ot i

&It would take a ot of pressure for
that tape io be played because I be-
{lieve, from the accounts I've
given, it would reveal too clearl)r
mething that the government dos)
not want toJ admit, and cannot
mit—that Jonestown represents a
symbol of the massive institutional
failure of this country to meet the
peeds of its own citizens, It's no coin-
cidence that most of the members of
Peoples Temple were black, when you
! consider that most of the inhabitants

| of the huge slums and ghettos in virty-

ally every large city of American are
black, They don't like livin'gein m
and if they could get out they
but they aren't b:ey.:g provided "the
-opmrtunities they to do so.
- That’s why so many blacks joined
Peoples Temple — it provided t?‘ \
portunity to esca misery
ol.l?eir dives in the ghetto. Jim Jones
jumped into the vacuum created by ‘
the failure of this system to meet the ,
le. Hetheo mat

needs of its black peop
l those needs that had been neglected

and gave the credit to Socialism. The
! U.S. Intelligence’ spparatus would
¢ obviously feel duty-bound to stop him,

particularly in the light of their histo- .
¥ ry and reputation Jor going aiier pro-
;gressive political and civil rights |
. rg:niuticm. o .
: yond the satisfaction of their '
Hnaterial needs, people found dignity
tind pride in the Temple that racism

et ket -

r A o L L vOYTET ISR RSST WIS v otm v g
'. ,h‘d mvmw denied them. But at- be destroved ar hrokan un hy tha L

tempts to deny Temple members . arm ofthe pre;-s;‘:r-'”““
c their newfound freedom — andtousit ~ What I'm saying is that the
- was freedom — still persisted even [g many people died and took the

;

* after the move was made to another children’s lives is because they

.. L

] country. And that's why 80 many lijeved their community — that l:
s chose o die in the end. It was 8 moral fhad built with their smn hands

YwWhn NEANUS— Wi

vact of courage and commitment o ‘under siege by the United States o

{their beliefs. They were saying, ernment, whi i
P"We re not going to take any more. - v Chnelpmv:reﬁl:wg

{We'l] die bz our own hand nf.her than of the Temple's negotiations to

k..

oy
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- to the Soviet Union in order to escape 1

the threats to its security in Guyana.
Undoubtedly, the State Dept. and the
CIA wanted to prevent a tremendous
Soviet propaganda victory based on

nearly 1,000 Americans movmﬁ to the-

Soviet Union in quest of the

, Rights they had heen denied in the
U.5. But to what lengths was the Stata

. Dept. prepared 10 go to discredit Jo-
" nestown? Would they sacrifice a con-

;why did they allow
l]Ryan to
i

f

to Jonestown when
were told in a legal affidavit
(there was arms there and they

sman? E

"ithemityonldbeconsideredanm

. ina letter from Peoples

. State Dept., it was stated that Temple

" members would rather die than be

" harassed from continent to continent.

The State Dept. ly called the
bluffbyundmgg ; it was a delib-

I believe in the basic rlnhtnen nl

- erate act of provocation.
' the life and work that went on in Jo-

nestown, and | can't disassociste
yself from the le who died, nor
qdo I want 10, They were beal
people who cared about each
and who identified with all people whalj
suffer oppression and perucumoq,
around world. Jonestown func-
tioned on a high level of ethical behav-
jor and human devotion that you had
to see and experience in order W
comprehend. The rights of the indi-
vidual were respected and defended:
sharing and concern for others was a
a

: :eogmremen: These things were like

e of the community. The people

* weren't brainwashed fanatics or cult-

ists — the Tempie was pot a cult. It

. Was a political organization that I:uﬂt

its own socialist community, It

,befnirtouyt.heymfmh in
' one sense: after
' get away from racism and harass-
_ ment, they weren't going to be pushed -
'. around any more. Maybe it sounds -

6,000 miles to

trite, but were sa

buically
the same thing as Patrick . that

is, "utushveom-h'ndom.eru"‘

will die.” -

50
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But the State

couldn't afford to let such a large

of socialists from the United

tates find freedom in amt.her land.

So they harassed us h

lackeys, through Tim toen loG

,m and deliberately played upon the *

: paranoia that existed in Jonestown, °

gul they finally got what they want- {

‘ The truth about Jonestown is being’
covered up because our government:
agencies were involved in its destruc-*
tion up 1o their necks. I am convinced

ot this because, armong many other |
'reasons, I was an informant when I
first jomed Peoples Temple. I didn't

remain one, however, because I came

lto realize that the Temple was proba-

bly the only hope for the many people
it was helping off the streets, off of *

, out of crime, and out of mentai

learned to identily with these people
until they became my brothers and
sisters and then [ understood what it
\ meant to be black and old and poor in
" this society—the hell of lmng every-
‘dayin fear.

e people of Jonestown died—as .

ﬂtone suicide not< said—bécause they
weren't allowed tolive in peace.
| died because they didn't want to be

live in the rat-infested

black brothers and sisters and others
| in Jonestown die in vain,

insutuuom jails, and prisons. I -

left with no choice but to come back to
ettoes of -
_Amancn They died for all thoss wha

 suffer oppressm. T refuse to bet my

ent and CIA

A
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Il under habs; ;r}c's.l ;1 -Go;mnhwu, Goym;a, ‘Prokes was @ll ‘
lease from joil detention and stopped fo fatk with a young bey. -3 -
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Py ok es was I op student,|
W newsman k -@f@re Jones{

P bl € AL L Ll T aeldR ERr

, ) (PSS TR o AT

N , {Indicate puo;t.wn::; of
N ' newspaper, ci state.)
: Many Modestans knew Mike Prokes from the d:ya he
ew up and went to school in Modesto.
And many other people in the Stanislaus area came to !

i now him as a television newsman who worked as the | ——PAGE A-

= { f'mcklonbureauchleﬁorl{xw Channel 10, intheurly‘ 16

3_ .

T 1! Late last year, hebecameknowntonnfmiihomgdeuﬁ»

S| Joves stior e Joneston bcodhath n he ....;...5';._.... ——MODESTO EEE
- © which left Jones, more than 00 of his followers, Rep. (
& Ryan, and three newsmen dead in November. DESTO [CA.

Now Prokes, who followed Jones in lile. !lu chosen m&
- "oﬂow him in death,
> Prokes was born in Modesto in 1947, He was & 1965 gnd-
- l}ue of Davis High, where he was a four-year bonor stu- —

U nt and member of the football team. He attended Modes-

& -5 to Junior Coliege then earneda hachelorol science degree
it R b N L ALK Wew. e,

in communications from Cahforma Sute Unlvernty Ful—
erton in 1969. S
=% | Hebe anmhngfuminl!‘m.mdlenhm
Jhortl aILer doing an interview of Jim Jones.
- His lormer colleagues at the television station described
him as quiet, stable and sensible. His friends in high school -

< . ; | hadtalkedolhis good nature and sense of humor. Date:  4,14/79
R “Jf anything he was quiet and very conservative,” sald Edition:
SE Dale Muratore, a close friend who was one of the few fo
- keep in contact with Prokes after high scheol.
o Family members described him as deeply religious. He
) initiaily was a devout member of the Christian Science j| Title:
faith and had been elected reader for the Second Church of *
Christ, Scientist in Modesto, the top post in a local church.
Late in 1972, after a news interview story, he perlomllﬁ
turned to Jones and the Peoples Temple, apparently fee! Character:
. ing Jones and his social beliefs offered a nmser mmue or
S tothose in need ol help. - Classification:
L _ — _ ) sification:
oy : : e Bubmitting Office:
%! -.‘
-
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. enough followers 1o force social justice in

&

[ .-.u.-vq e,

Semng the Peoples 'I'emple he turned his communica-

tions abilities to public relations, handling corrupondence
and media contacts for the temple.

One of his friends in Modesto said Prokes fell under the
spell of Jones, even though Prokes knew Jones was not
really that religious. Jones was using religion to get
is society,
Prokes had explained in one of several letters to his fri

The friend described a meeting with Prokes in 1976, say- !
ing Prokes was “frightened — everyone involved with the’
Peoples Temple was frightened.”

But Prokes remained loyal to Jones. When he was ar-
Jrested by Guyanese authorities following the killings and
suicides, Prokes and two other temple members were
armed with pistols and were carrying $600,000. They said
they were told to deliver the money to the Russmn em-
bassy in Georgetown. Guym.

L ACEG A 2 S de ,/.L...u.... .

T vl -

f i e Yl S —— ——— . pg ey | ag-— oo~

et MY pr

Prokes bad ndopted a young black boy as his son lnd

married a temple follower to give her chlld. not his, a
name. They all died in Jonestown.

- After being jailed for four days, Proku was releued but
told not to leave town. Instead, he escaped Guyana dur-
ing December, without official perraission, to fulfill &
promlsetohns family tocome home for Christmas.” - ~-

In January he was called to appear before & foderal .
gnnd jury in San Francisco which is mvesnﬁaun g wheth-
er a conspiracy hatched in the United States
murder. For the most part, he took the 5th Amendment,
answering only questions as to his name, age and address -
as well questions about his attorney, he said.

Prokes was the son of Mary Prokes of Modesto, Other
survivors include two brothers, Tom Prokes of Modesto
and Jim Prokes of Sacramento; and two sisters, Mary
hB';:,t‘!‘tel:.t;-smussen of t.he Fresno area and Vickie Prokes of

L]
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i 4 retuse 1o let my black brothers ond sisters ond others in Jones

conference Ing:ul_lod Tuesday
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] Fnend shoclfed I

on leammg of
ProLe_s swcnde

To. . ByThorneGray K
ST CLLn
L N w

- ‘l' . -
Ncndlﬂchad?mkel suicide
came as & shock to Michael Carter,
who with Prokes and Carter's brother
Tim left Jonestown carryin more
than $500,000 in U.S. money a
bﬂleGRunun Embusy In Georgo-
u
“I'm tnnhock.'l‘hhhthewnt!‘n
felt,” said the the younger Carter
brother, pow 21, from the a ent
in Boise, Idaho, where be lives with

Tim.

“Wemkiendl Mi.k exphlned.
*1didn't think be would do this.”
He explained he had been

with Prokes about writing *‘some
of a book™ about Jonestown and Guya-
na. The project bever got off the

But the last time Tlm talked to

Prokes was onlm weeks ago. Mike
planned to call
aldays, but “didn’t get a chance.”
- The Carters and Prokes were ar-
rested by Guyanese authorities sever-
al days atter Rep. Leo J. Ryan was
killed with three newsmen and a Jo-
pestown defector on the small pirstrip
nearthe Jonestown pettlement.

The Ryan murder triggered the
mass suicides inwhschlnolthelev
Jim Jones® followers died.

esthepuuevc- '

l-uuﬂm

Hl.ms
from Paul B Rogers ol ﬂu'm
Statesman from

hehterﬁewodthewmu

childhood. Tim had beea a
radioman In Vietmam, .
bome in 1967. The Vietnnm“d' :

changed hit life, Tim claimed,
& time he was lost, a wanderer, uﬂf
he heard about Jim Jones and the

Peoples Temple from s black womaa

hemetin_s Nev,

He chimedbewentbue ¥ anyons
g:au;: to assassinate Jones, and

uld beenpruenthrh;lln

© previousattempts on Jooes' lifs.

'l‘:mrotumedtoloumnﬁni

"days before Ryan arrived blﬁ

e e i

.Among them were Tim Carter's mmhmmm
wife, Gloria, and son, Malcolm, 15 Rogers.
months; Mike Carter’s wife, a black,  But ﬂ:elmvlﬂtwlnﬂ-
and a daughter, lndtheu-m.'lm town, it was Tim who Jumped forward
deCarurM. . to pull a knifer attacker way from
brothers spoke of a mm Ryan.nviuuummhﬁl
m. dww m. N \.’_--‘ SR
J-.—-'-.—-l--..-l“‘ e i S e ST . . i dllee el gl

Cem
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, conter, and Ties Carler, right, sit i

,and orders to fuke e suitcase full of cash into the

cuslody

of Guyana treops in a hel

v

hild L

. -

1 ——

T A T
S | ¢ .
ﬁ:%iﬁ.}h »-

hay flod

et

D i ol e v lirdmiren daald  pds

1

! t..l-.-...l.
N guns

[ TP

B 2

c o ey Wemem g a e me-oee SR

C e Ep T . hafuen e am m— -

—_—— e



.-
- ettt

‘. ..
S AT
B

r

s
«?

NERL . il o laadal Sl o
- Lo

S psgare

-,
" .




 he and his brother ,

under federa! restrictions
yan's murder. )
M.L. Carter ol G

Their father,
daho,
fly before &

tionof R

888

-

dto

Y g e

then were ta

sqitc'ueot

e

watched as thelr wives and

N e W et - e -
died
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Paramedics move their petient 1o the ambulenss. . .
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_ & pre T $he adjoinir [ faiaal sty oot VoS Bl ganiniasioill
- " Tt was the first death of a Peoples | the work of his former leader Jim
Temple member since $13 persons

;
8
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- Kantes Rvenoe ictel where be isolat, | Dma:  3/14/79
In Edition:
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behind two microphones and two tape
TeCOraers on a smaiil lADie. -

He read from a ge package of
statements with Inflections in his

and no more than 15 séconds later the

eight newspersons in the room heard

b T L M TN A P U L. A 1 3 - .

He planned the conference on dhnhnuuzinghewuﬂd“drwa
Monday after & visit 1o The Bee. He bombshell” at the news conference,
bad asked to bold the press confer- . During the weeks after the Jones-
ence in the office of the newspaper, 'town massacre, while Prokes and
but was told that would not be appro- some 30 other survivors were de-

te if other news ia wereto be tained in Georgetown by the

vited - . - J.euv trist Dr.

Even alter repeated pleas, Prokeg Hardal AS. Suk visited enll
ufusedhdlsmltheumd'hi {alked with the survivors. -
bewonﬂd:fatheprmennfer Sukhdeo is a native of Guysna
ence. His only statement was, “You wrem.gnl:rch:el of psychiatry
willbave a headling.”. ... .. . man of st the
oA b pade e Srngements New ety Mol " pevhi

telephoned the three television trist had told The Bee was despondent
stations. Rich Ibarra, a reporter for - and could be a candidate for suicide
KOVR of Stockton-Sacramento, said Sukhdeo and this reporter talked
the person who took Prokes’ call quot- . Prokes about his mental state and
TP QYIS S P R REE R Dol
said he was fine and would
head together.” )
When told Prokes had shot
night, Sukhdeo said, “It’
ing to make predictions and it's*
i another to see them come true.™
Heexpmndm:ttht?mkudid
¢ not contact him ing to the
. United States and that his to
¢ reach Prokes had been unsuccessful.
; ». When contacted two weeks ago by The
! ;- Bee, after & visit to California, Suk-
: ; hdeo asked that Prokes call him.
}‘.mProkel' mmothu was advised uum
es. The message wasrepea
§ Monduy when Prokss said he planned
aphr:seon!m S .
it was pot just Prokes who Suk

i

oo 3 M BT

R G BTEN O T PSP




ﬁﬁ‘“‘ﬁ"z‘r—Tv; —IY T r————RA T ST = g g

« hdec sald he was

LN, |

1

gacie tT YR SR e

i

-

%

L
)

4

o2 ¢ " b
e {48 Loty dhre

B . ’
P B A e F A WG W =

EE— .
— i e Wy W W wm @ Pt e e s F e

[N . . S '_:-!
worried about. The  that at that point Tim and Mike Carter
m:r.i:trmwa were in a better frame of mind than ' .
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{Mevnt Clipping la Spece Below)

'

Prokes had
no chance
for survival

Blm:fd“lm 1:.; i breathing on hi:heu:n In the
1 BeckyMcCre | after
B w0 ERMESRRER L
Tﬁ dea:ll at 10:35 p‘:. m “‘:d“gm:“ dw:d . his Editicn:
vl tors’ Hospital, the victim of & self-in- onst oS dhtionc il sulide
« | | ficted gunshot wound through the left_ # Prokes was transferred from the
o] mple. - ved. fusi than _emergency room 1o & private room at Title:
1 Iguring a press conference st a i of
Mo@mmd.‘mon&plﬂdh. tremely S e Lt Character:
m‘g‘“mm“d‘;&'“mmm; RN The transfer to the room was wnder-" -
; m-n“ oata m- ;;.ukea quickly W and Classification:
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but did not go to the hospital.
“Thers will be o statement until
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