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clock t.hc time and ..,ome cmall J.J.ght cvery 1. mxnuteo through
the nxght -Charles said that ‘he had to ur;nate and he stood up and
took a fow steps. X nxged him not to walk around as we mxght ‘be
separated and he might step on a snake. ‘Ié was;then that I knew
how important it was to me that i-was not alone, although my reasons
told me that my companion's presence in no real way increased my
-chances for survival. Yct when Y talked to Charles abhout glmple
matLerg, and he answered, the cold sweat, the rapid heaxtbeat that
I was so aware of experiencing subsided. Xt was as though pan;c
began to give way to reason becauée there was anothex human being
presenk. | ' | “

F
T I thought of my father, about to celebrate his €Zth bixthday
within a week and how the news of my death might afkect him. In
natugc, as it was intended for us, chi}dren-égg;e& theix parxents.

‘In war and in the violent society that we had become, all of the rules

for lee and death had been rendered usele . L { ‘”a

f@hought of my lady, and how the quiet texror thut X bé
b7C

had lapsed into on the flooxr of ‘the beautiful and deadly vlace
woald be outdone in Memph;s by hexr anxiety and fear. I thought that -
I just wanted to see héxr one moxe time to say the thxnge Lhat X

k]

should have said long ago.

I xemembered clearly then hov che had beggca me not Lo go to
Guyana, Mayavg that my ler would bhe in danger ;f Jones ever was
ariven bhy madncss to action. At that time I told hex tnat X felt
an obligation to so many good and decent people ‘that X had wet in.
Jonestown. She swiled and asked pe i€ T was not?:nterwoav;ng my

sense of adventure with my obligations. X den;oo it then. HNow
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in the gunglc X wonde’l if she was xight. X krf that whatever

thrst for -adventure I night have hac by then had been satisficd.

X jpst wanted to be homre. ’

The stars came out and, we could seé them through the trges.
Then the moon; the light was hharé as it contrasted with the darknessandl
the jﬁngle floor and was scattq;ed in odd patches by the.swaying
tree tops. Too soon the moon and the stars were gbne and two urban
.lawyeré were again enveloped in total darknesé.

Mooquxtoes attacked us, biting through our cloth;ng and buzzing
in formatzon about our hecads. It was only'much later .that the.
possxbll;ty ‘of malarie-was brought to my attention. Ants and flies
bit us as well. As annoying and painful as those bites were, it
was the thought‘of sqakes and lérge cats that texrorized me in the
darkness. We copld éec nothing. We wexe vulnerable to any attack. .
' We werxe deﬁenseless.%
control ovex my own éestin§ was when I was placed in a 80qthetn jail

i
for demonstrating for eguality rsome yeaxs before. Then too, I knew

The last time X felt such an absence of

that I was entirgly at the mexcy of events I could not contxol, could
not begin to.dinfluence, and could not even understand.

Panic and hopelessﬁess returned with the blackness. I
struggled to use reason; to conjure up a method which coﬁid take
us out of there. I prayed that Charles knew the way. Paxt of me
belxcvcd Lhat he could, not be SO sure and yet wrong. But logic told
me that even those who knew the bu :h would probably be lost if
they were with us.

Y asked Charles how far {rom the road he thbught we were. He
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said that he thqnghtgé‘were not: moxe than l"SOQar'ds away. This

,conf;xmcd ny own - belxef I had ﬁeard of a planc that crashed in New

,bngland " The survxvors were but half a mxle from a road which: would

safert
have taken ‘them, to ~aeery_ They -died inﬁa.foxest aftex having circled

. ¥

in vain. for days. ' .

I felt sympathetically toward Charles and X decided to shaxe

i

_the information that I had securcd from with him. Of

‘the possibilityjof additional potential problems.

proposal. X said, "Charles, a human being's life may depend ﬁpon '

course, since he had been counsel for the Temple for a year and a
half and I had only Lwo nonths before *'learned of thc exxétence
of - the People g memple, Garry presumably kpnew fax more about the

crlmxnal conspiracy to murder than I did. PBut he was so detexmined

[T

to ma;nggnythe,Temple as a client that T wanted to brief him about

b6
b7C

Beforxe telling him about my fxank exchanges with X

swore him to absolute secrecy. He asked if he might share the
information Jjust with Pat Richartz, his legal assistant. .Since Ms.

Richartz was not noted for discretion, X was firnmly opposed to that

youxr absolute compitment to secxecy . e agreed to tell no one.

He kept his promise oniy until he Yeturned to Sgn’Francisco and there,

at a large press conference, he announced, ""ark Lane's souxce was

["  He described her as

" He thgs\endangered hexr life

ané mine as he violated the attorney-client rule regarding privileged

information. Charles Garry had-been known for his fiexce loyalty
L)

to canses committed to social change and progress. His legal carecx
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,'Was rcbleﬁe \with his‘tated opposition to what‘ referxed to as "finks,

l s

pl ‘and informants." More An sorrow than in'angexr X puzzle as to
P P

'3why he dccxded to bccome an informant and turn his back upon a long

¥
o

'rccord of dedication to principle. I can only hope that Garry's

lapse was caused by the terr;blc trauma of. our shared experxences
, at Joncstown. o e ."’ Vo
At £irxrst light X made a proposal to Charles aboﬁt'ﬁbw'to‘
escape'from the jungie prison. I thouéht of our assets§~q%wo
intelligent men facing the most important test of 6ur'live° .I
"’recalled that in my shouldex bag I carr;cd a to;let artlclc klﬁ
- which contazned a small prec;slon naxr o£ foldlngiecxs»orot I had
'purchascd them at an aixpoxt storxe more than a year Qéf&re wpcn a
‘salesman told me it would bc useful to -trim my moustache.i‘1|hgd
*|:never used them., Just before leaving the Unitcd'séaﬁcé X hﬁé
‘.purchaoed three paixs of white unaershorts and they vere in ny bag
”'vtxll scaled in thexr orlglnal package. X oropoocd that we cut the
undexrshoxts into otrlpo and that we carxefully maxk the' trailwxéadlng
from our base = the place where we had -camped for the night.  In tht
Afash;on we could always retrace oux steps back to the baqe,.‘gnfident.
then that cach new foray would begin approx;mauoly laO ya rds £xom |
our dest}natxon. At dawn, Charles was xmpatxent,  He‘qald he #new
exactly where the road was and did not wish to waste tinme éit?
strips. of cloth.  I.becgged him to humor me. Afﬁer,I had:cut'éwo paix
of shorts into stxips, Charles left for the xoad. He Galked quickly,
wanting to gét out'of there at once. I trailed behind, placing .

strips on vines and trees cvery few fecet. Y hadehanded a numbex of

narkexrs to Chaxles but he refused to place nost 'of thom due to his
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-abundant. opl.xmx.,m. “rty-five minutes latexr wegvere hopelesqu lost
.'lﬂ wﬁat haﬂ been described as the last unexplored jungle ln the world.
7Wc tnied'to,find out way back to the base but we had moved so_qulck}y,
had used toe few marherg and it was so dgfk and dense in the bush,
that we were unable to locate -the cottoﬁatfgll. At that desperate
hour ﬁe'were lost, almost hopelessly and irretrievably 1ost} ?hen,
at 7:45 Sunday mornxng, we heard runnxng through the bush In
the green, dripping rain forxest, ovexgrown by vines and underarow»h
and covered by a txiple canopy draped across hardwood trees, xt vas
inpossible to determine f£xrom which direction the sounds came. We ‘
froze and listened. ‘Within moments "I heard the reports of some .
ﬁifteep to twenty shots being fired. X hearad mére creamlng and
more sounds of pcople thrashing about in the jungle. We wexe afraid
to move for it was impossible to move quie%ly. Moving %he:e meant
crushing fallen branches, breaking vines, repelling plapts w;th

' sharp thorns. Often it meant stumbling and falling. We remained

+

still. We were both lost and in dangerx inbeing found. I felt ny
angex surxge agaiﬁét Charles; his false confidence might cost ug ouy
lives. But, together, patiently, we searched fox the cot ton trail.

ré

At last he found a cotton stxip, and I found another‘add finally
we wexe back at the base. This time X was,fixm.‘ Charies was
chastencd by our close call and by;then as reepectfnl of the bush
as I was qunq the basc as Lhe hub to which we could always return,
we setl out in the opposite dlrcctlon from the previous foray. This
time we marked the trail cvery five fect. In time ve fognd the road.
Carcfully and caut{ously we moved, kecpingethe cassavew and

banana trees to our left and the bush to our riqhh; Ve wexre near

the xroad but not on it. Much later, at a bend in the yoad, we sav
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the 'guz,)ré liouse. Wh‘ we did not know was whct.r it was occupied by

armed éuards. Charles and I held a whispered conferxence in the bush.

oy

.Wg agreed - that very likély the post” had been abandoned. We heaxd

sounds of a helicopter and then a light fixed wing plane. I suggested

“that we remain in the bush another hight theorizing that suxely by

the next day Amerxican military, trucks would turn the road into a

highway. We were, aftex all, contemplating the lives and deaths of

approximately onc thousand Americans. (A week later, the first

vehicle had not yet arxived.) Charles said that he would not spend

'hnother minute there. He dropped.his briefcase, picked up a pole
. that had beén used to prxop up a banana tree heavy laden with fxuit and

' Jooking like Don Quixote, he bravely xushed the guaxd house. He

tore open the door, prepared to spear anyone who might"harm us. No

one was there. A fow small piglets rooted ahout the shack. X
f ] :

. i ' ) \
- picked up our luggage and together we ran for freedom down the rxoad
| .o ) PRI +

to Port Kajituma less than ten miles away.

-

L
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SOME QURESTIONS .
@ Mark Lane

In an eight—month period beginning in June, 1977, almost

one thousand Amerxicans left their homes to settle'in the

interior of Guyana. Women, men and children of vaxying ages

fled from the ghettoes of America to pursue a dream in a jungle

The news media and the opinion makers, including

cleaxing.

" spokesmen for organized xeligion, have begun the obligatory

ritualistic condemnation of cults to explain this phenomenon.

Jim ‘Jones pursued power. His mannex was disarming and
sympathetic-b&t his goal was to control.
town sllppxnglfrom his grasp he cought to demonstxate the ulti~

e hats Maty

WWhen he felt JdJones-

l ,
mate power that his cna&VJ“aehxc leaders nzp.could wield.,

Had his suxcxde been followed by thc voluntaxy deaths

of his followers his de tiny would have bcen £ulfalled

Unablc to arrange for that conclusion, he ordered Lhe NaSS

of all

nurdex of hundxods of men, women and chxldren, conf;dent that
‘the Arerican government and the American news media would
accept his sxmpl;si;c explanation of the cvint.

Jim Joneo was a fa;th healex who nevé#hcaleo by faith.

ﬁé sént‘h)~ legions quite Jwteral)y lnto the garbaoc cans
of his intended victims and into their bedroows to xwwnage
about: for facts about them so that he conlg later appcaf to
have recelilved the information in somc.mystic fashion. A

consunmate confidence man is well cquxppcd to understand

3. DY PUTI i - |
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. _and egmpathize with the burcaucxats in the editorial offices

-

and in Washington. He presuned they would buy his final
fl;m-flam and help hxm .convert nass nmurdexr 1nté§é¢xaa;aeLyc
- MASSs guxcxdng'ln that fashion this matter ‘could be forgotten
aftex a few sincexely uttered woxds about the cvils of cults
| and brain washing. With that cxplanation of the deaths Amerlcq
need not ask why a thousand of its sons and daughters felt
‘they had to jouxney elsewhere in a search for human dignity,
oxr why they believed that they gyovexrnnent was indifferent to
their concerns. Yet no question is settled until it ig
scttled pxoperly. |
As the massacre was endingAanlundetermined numbexr of

people fled from Jonestown lnto the ;nhovpzt ble bush. As

day after day‘pa°sed the Amer;can government made no serious
effort to reqcue -them, thUa provza:ng ov;&ence tha "Hﬁhir
Q{ovfh(, Josntown 3\-[1’0(‘50

L}K:orxglnal assess ment«had validity' Had they not been poorxr
blacks involved in what they perceived as an expexriment in
Socialism, perhaps their government night have been more
xesponsive. Indeed, had ‘they been the coxpses of fallen
prisoners of war rotting in the carth of Viet Nam, -they

would have been retrieved with dispatch and cexemony.

‘As ‘'word of the deaths reached the United States, the

Rew York 7Times proclaimed in banner headlines Qi Novewbex
21, 1978, that hundreds had died "in an apparent nass

suicide."  The New York Post reported "400 In Mass sSulcides~
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"smiling Cultists Line Up Fox: Poison."

Jart Tive=--Page Three

By the next day the' . |

New York Times was referring to the "mass suicide" and was

pﬁbiishiné data. from psychologists “to explain:théfmass
sﬁicide'in Guyana." ' .

Five days. latexr the Associated Pxess posed thefquestion,'
“"Asks why more than 900 people ‘obediently Look the;r own

The 'answexr can only lie in

'y

lives at the prophet's behest.

" another. jungle of the human mind."

At thxs poznt only tuu .eyewitnesses to the deaths have
gzven publxc accounts. One, Stanley Clayton, sald that the

poison.” ‘He said ‘that "hﬁndreds had to be forced“ and that
“sometimes the poison was administerxed intravenously by
nurses and sometimes by the doctor "

Clayton said that when Chrlstlne Millex tola Jones,.

"X have a xight to do with my lifc what X want-and you have

no xight to take it away from me," Jones replied, "Y can't

leave any member of my family behindl.® Clayton said that-

]

. * . i . . ¥ i . ) o
the "entixce groapxwas_then_surronnded\gzwfozens of guaxds

_ ] V7
armed with pistols, rifles and crossbows? Clayton said that

Jones and the guards pulled those who resisted towaxd the
poison pots. . . 7
The other surviving witness, 0Odell Rhodes, also stated,

that "armed guards ringed the asseicbly hall.™ ’He_also said
. . )
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s .. that infants and children, many cxying, were led to.a table
i »at the assembly hall whexe a nurse squirxted cyanide down thei}
throats with a syxinge. |
I do not doubt that some, including Jim Jones, voluntarily
"took theif own lives. It appears, howevexr, that many were
muxdexed. Xn the ca’sé{. of those who were shot, ox' injected with
the poison ovexr their objections, the crime of murdex is . ;
apparent. | | | . -
But even for othexs, oxdexed to drink the poiﬁon with
crossbovis, plstols and semi-automatic rifles po*nted at ‘themn,
QUM.?A/
the question,was Aot whethex to live ox die but in which

mannex they would die.

Fox Joneé and the Now York Times, the deaths can be

: {
explained as ritual suicide. ¥For those concexned with the
facts, the matte\& appears to be far more comolef.
While the carnage contxnued 1n Jonestown,atuthe

headquaxters of the Peoples Temple in Georgetown, thc

capital of Guyana, four more bodies were found. Sharxon
Anos and hef three' childxen were‘founé in a bathxoom with‘
theixr throats slit from car to car. Near!the boéiQS‘waﬂ
found a reclatively &ull meat cleaver. These deaths too.
wexe descrlbod as "buxdijls“ by the Amexican authorities
and ncws mcdla. How Lhc £oat could have been accompli shed:
was not'explaincd. Quictly the authoritiecs in Guyana

arrccted a veteran member of the Peoples Temple and chaxged
Y

him with the four murders.
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The differcence between suicide and muxdex may be felt

in texms of long Yange effect. If a number of arxmed, well

financed and expexicnced ‘killexs are at laxge thexe may be

need for some concexrn. Dspecially is this so in-view of

the Jim Jones "Last Stand" plan.
Many contingency plans which wexe to bg put into action

upon the death of Jim Jones.had been deve}oped. Thése who were

in the innex cixcle of leadexship in Jonestown, Georxgetown

and San Prancisco were aware of the Last Stand plans and all

wexe committed to carrying them ou?. Many of them have , .

survived the massacxe. .

Xf Jones had been arxested the Teuwple leadexship was

‘obligated to repond by kidnapping public oﬁficials. At present

only Larxy Layton has been arrested in conncctlod with the
muaxder of Congressman Ryan 'and othexs. X have been as chd

that Layton is so poorly regarded by the present leaoership.

that it seems unlikely that anyone will be kidnapped due

. to his arrest. , .y

In the cvent of a majox shoot~out oxr "mass suic%de",
the Last Stand plans called for the intiﬁiation of a five-
stage program: ‘
Stage One- All of the "dcfcctor*" are to‘be‘killéd.

A "dcfccto?b&q any forn x menbexr of éhé Pcoplets
Tcmplc. Nigh on the list are formex promihent templ.e

. )
menbers, especially those who have spoken out against

the Tomple since leaving.  The person who has been
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given the assignméntqprescntiy resides in the San Fran-

-~ ' 4 & '

' @

] No Cariy odf*f’fl."s ¢ feqrin
cisco hecadquartexs of the Temple. Many lettexs fxom
that person to Jim Jones discuss the assignpcnt. The
letters were sigped with the code name TEKO. TEKO also

J
purchased weapons in the United States and shipped them

.

to Guyana.

‘Stage Two--Newspapers, radic and television reporters

who had published hostile staterents about the Temple
were also to.be killed. 2among those named as Luture
taxgets wexe Lester Kinéolving, Marshall XKilduff and ‘Phil

Tracy. o . L T .

Stage Three--Xf it appeared that the Temple was being
credited with having accomplished a xevolutionary act o

on behalf of socialism and against the American govexnment
/ L .
by carrying out the program of "mass xevolutionaxy suicide,™

the survivors were to identify with the act. However,

&y

if the "mass suicide,™ having been accomplished, was

disapproved of by the public, then the Tempie survivoré

wexe to declare Jones a fascist or a paranoid and
disassociate from the act. The group's total lack of

contact with rxeality can best bhe undexstood by theix

»

'failure‘to‘understand-that:mhny would be ‘appalled at

mass mourder even when disguised as suicide.

Stage Four--To politicize the event, g.s.'public officials

were to be killicd after the suicide. *She Seerct Sexvice,
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e charxged with the protectlon of publ*v offlclals, is
now deeply concexned with that possibility.

' Stage Five--Large sums of money were to be given to

the Soviet Union. When the Soviet diplomats were.

Seutve [ Hoellictno
informedgby the Tempfa}that sevexal million dollars

were to be given tOfthem, they declined. They suggested
instead that Jones give theboney to UNXCEF. Jones
was upset bY'the_fesponse and said, “This is a slap

in ‘the face." Just aftex the massadre} threef Temple

-~

_loyal;sts verxe arrc ted with half a‘million dollars,
weapon, and lettexs to the Soviet Embassy in Geoxgetown.
One of the three men had previously been instxucted by
Jones to: shoot Jones in the hcad to be surc that he

» th hed bew
was dead. After the deaig of Jones 43%s u:ea, the

0
nen were{.hauxm,eduto pursue their journey by e AR Aee
Their destination was the Soviet Embassy in Geoxgetown.
Aftexr having completed that task they were to return
to San Francisco with inséructions.
ihc Temple had amassed moxe than ten million dollaxs,
Moe )
%ﬂmt of whzch was maintained in Temple accounts. " Most of
the money was -secured through of“erlngs whlch rcﬂulted from
from fake faith healing sessions and from propcrty donations.
t Vexy few of the Temple leaaers knew that Jones kept"-
three million:dollars, alwo £ all in one hundred dollar bills
in his cabin in Uénostown. Few also knew that in once numbered

¢
Swiss bauk account was kept 21,622,794.00. In another he
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hcpt $3,550,000.00  Anothex two million dollaxs xezd maxntaxned

¢lsewhere. These numbered accounts were ostensibly under the

contrxol) of Esther Lillian Mueller, a;h eldexly and irrational.

women who Jones had chosen for hexr inability to understand

'ﬁhé nature of the documentglwhich she signcd. Very likely she

e

died in .Jonestown thinking she was a paupex, not xealizing
that she was a millionaire. | -

These overseas bank apCounts wexe established upon the
instructions given by a formex activist.in the Temple who now
offexs himself to the news mediavas a.v;rtuous and brincipled
critic of the Temple's w;ongdoings. S

wéllwfinanced, axmed and expcniencéd groUp of committed

f*":-&
neng ¢

hi

women rmust now decide Lif there has bccn enough klllxng.
Perhaps the shocked response of ‘the entire world to the nad-
ness at Jonestown will detex them from carryihg éut the ILast
Stand plans. PeihaPS'ihc death of Jin}Jonesvwill free many of
the men and women who were tied to'him through emotional,

psucdo~political and sexual actions and commitments. X£ not,

the fature may hold some texror. Xf so, we néed only contemplate

the past and ask—--Why?

Why @id the State Department insist that all was well
at the pastora{)peaceful communxcy in Jonestown° Since the
FBI wonitoxed the radio communlcatxons b )ccn Jonestown and
San Francisco, how was it possible for hundxcdq of weapons
to &Qu*lanwcollcctcd and purxchased in thegyUnited States and

Wenall,
uL§n;,“4; transported to Guyana?
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v Why was x,effort madé to provide f;‘xrity for 'Rep.

Ryan in the face of ali the national polxce agencies knew Coo

about the volatile situation in Joncstown?
Wexce 2 pexsonnel of intelligence agencies in Jones-

«t
town and,the Temple'a xealdences and offices in Georgetown

\
and San Francisco, as Jones suspected° . "_;
Know;ng'all that the agencxeg of ‘the U.S. government
knew about the possxbxllty of violence in Jonestown, why wexe
the media, the Congressman and the xelatxveﬂ not warned about
the dangcr°
‘What could have been done to prevent thn murder My
,,qm{(czurfc
own modest cfforts saved six lives and pootponed the death

of Leo Ryan foxr a short time. The U.S. Govexnment knew that

Jones was involved in serious discussions with the Soviet

“Union to Lransport the Amexicans at Jonevtown to RU°SAa. Jones

i
understood that the Jonestown res;dents would not constxtute

a collcctxve 1n the Soviet Union but that each pnroon or

,

fami%y'un;t would be assigned to a city and g;ven a job and

%

a plact to live. . * \

Most of the people at Jﬁnestown Aaid not wish to xeturn

home to a ghetto and looked forwaxd to a new life in the

’

‘Sov1et Union. BAn arrangement to facilitate such a move could

s
Lo - ,
have rcoulted <> mectings ‘hetween Soviet and U.S. officials.

The result might have been acutely embaxrxassing to an acdmini~

stration which has focused so sharply upon huvman rights violations
@
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ﬁz‘ 1n othex countrzes.
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and some fine xeportexrs might have been saved.

.
s .
¥

Yet the lives of almost a d%usand Anmexicans, ' a Congressman

Instead of

‘negotiationAthe U.S..Govexrnment, knowing the risks, choée

confronta tion.

Yart Five=-Page Ten

The :xesult is clear.
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"The ‘question is--why?

















































































































































































