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Situation 'in Guyana ds of 1300 Hours (EST), November 19, l9f§'

In addition to the three’confirmed dead named in-SITREP II,
the Government of Guyana has provided us with two names from
the party attacked at the airstrip near the Peoples Temple
on November 18: Gregory Robinson, San Francisco Examiner,
and Patricia Parks, whom we .presume was-one of the Jonestown
residents who elected to leave with Congressman Ryan.
This makes a total of five known dead. -Arrangements are
being made by the’Guyanese to perform autopsies, required
under Guyanese law when a crime’'is involved, as soon as y

possible. An American medical pathologist, .who accompanizi\\—;f

a U.S. C-141 medivac plane to Georgetown, stayed behind t
help when the C-141 left earlier today with the wounded.

The medical evacuation aircraft is airborne with nine
wounded. The seriously wounded are: Jackie Speier, Legis-
lative Counsel to Congresman Ryan and S. Song of NBC T.V.
Other wounded are Mrs. Beverly Oliver, a concerned relative;
Mrs. Cathy Boyd, a concerned relative, and Anthony Katsaris,
a copcerred relative. We do not have as yet the names of the
other wounded. Richard Dwyer,our Deputy Chief of Mission
in Georgetown, was also wounded slightly, but is remaining
at Port Kaituma. The White House is authorizing a second
nmedivac flight, should one prove necessary.:

The National Military Command Center is sending a-C=130.
aircraft from Panama to bring sik additional American Foreign
Service consular, administrative, and communications personnel,
as well as our DCM from Panama, from our Embassies at
Panama City and Caracas. Another consular officer is £lying

four-man military communications team to Guy
oo 7280

to Georgetown from Trinidad. The C-130 will also bring a U.S. i;[

Our Ambassadoxr to Guyana, John Burke, has told Prime
Minister Burnham of Guyana that the United States is prepared
to provide any necessary or useful assistance to Guyana

to control the situation in the Peoples Temple areaw«and . .a .zoxds

prevent ‘the loss of life. Prime Ministexr Burnham expressed
his appreciation and will look into what assistancenis needed’

or will be helpful. _
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Guyanese militaxy forces commenced about 1300 Washington

time to advance toward Jonestown.

thefarea. . '

They are proceeding

utiouslyj because of reports of armed Peoples Temple
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Ambassador Burke informed Task Force that an
Enbassy officer who accompanied the Guyanese authorities
irto Port Kaituma has conflrmed the deaths of four

members of CODEL as follows Congressman Ryan, Mr. Bob
Brown NBC, Don Harxis NBC-T and another individual, an ., car o
unidentified photographexr. * . . Uy

4 - -

The Embassy reported” that six persons were injured
including ouxr DCM who was slightly wounded. Other
injured members were Jackie Speiers, S. Song NBC-TV,
Antony Katsaris plus two unidentified. No information
was received about the extent of the :injuries to the wounded
individuals. The Embassy still_ hawa.not been able to
confirm the report of the mass suicides.. Howevex, the
Ambassador was &ssured by rthe Guyanese authorities that
they would be getting to Jonestown as quickly as possible
to determine the situation there. Next-of~kin of all

1

three identified as dead have been notified.




CODEL .Ryan Shooting Incident - SITREP I

6:00 A.M. November 19

. At approximately 6:30 p.m. EST, November 18, Embassy
Georgetown reported that CODEL Ryan had apparently been
attacked while returning from the Peoples Temple Agricul-
tural Community in the remote .north west interior of Guyana:
Congressman Leo Ryan (D-California) had traveled to Guyana . "
to investigate allegations, by relatives that some members’
of the Peoples Temple Community were being held against their
will. Ryan was accompanied by a number of journalists in-
cluding a TV camera crew from NBC, San Francisco. He was
also accompanied by the Deputy CHief of Mission at our
Embassy in Georgetown, and by Mark Lane and another attorney
who -are counsel for the Peoples Temple.,. The group traveled -
to Port Kaituma,, which is the nearest airstrip to the Peoples
Temple Community, by chartéred aircraft the afternoon of
November 17. They apparently returned to the aixstrip the
afternoon of November 18, after having spent the night at
the Community, accompanied by some six to ten members of the
Peoples Temple who wished to defect. The party was in the
act of boarding two chartered aircraft which had been obtained
for the trip back to Georgetown when one of the supposed
defectors in the smaller of the two aircraft produced a gun
and began to shoot at other defectors. This aircraft
quickly emptied except for a-young woman who was seriously
wounded. ’

At the same time a.flatbed trailor pulled by a tractor
appeared on ‘the airstrip. A number of people, presumed -to
be Peoples Temple members, in the trailer opened fire on
Congressman Ryan and his .immediate party who where in the
process of boarding the second aircraft. The gunfire also
disabled this aircraft so that it could not take off. ‘'The
first aircraft took off with its own crew, the wounded
woman, and the aircrew of the second aircraft, who were able
to scramble aboard at. the last minute. Early reports on
events and casualties were unclear and based entirely on
the account of the incident given by the two aircrews when
they. returned to Georgetown. ‘

_ The Government of Guyana (GOG) reacted swiftly under
the personal direction of the Prime Minister. Unfortunately,
the incident at Port Kaituma took place at sundown. Hence,
it was impossible for Guyanese reaction forces to go there
directly because the airstrip there is unlighted. The force
has established itself at an airstrip called Mathews Ridge
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- approximately <0 miles from Port Kaituma with the inten-

tion of moving into the area at dawn. Our Ambassador
at Georgetown has been in constant touch with the Prime
Minister and the Security forces.

A crisis management team was immediately .formed under
tRe direction of Deputy Assistant Secretary Grove and
Carribbean Affairs Director Hewitt. The White House
situation room, and the National Military Command Center
(NMCC) were immediately informed as were Deputy Secretary,
the NSC and the Assistant Secretary for Congressional  °
Relations. The NMCC agreed to provide a C-141 medical
evacuation aircraft with full medical compliment. ' In
addition our embassy requested a medical pathologist be
on board. The aircraft left Charleston, S.C. at 3 a.m. EST
and scheduled ‘to arrive at Georgetown' at approximately 8 a.m.
EST. .

»
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' The extené of the casualties is unknown as of 6 a.m.

"EST but there are indications that Congressman Ryan and at
least the NBC camera team may have been killed. In addition,

there are alarming indications that members of the Peoples

"Temple in Guyana are:engaging in mass suicide. The Guyanese

police report that a woman who' ran the Peoples Temple office
in Georgetown has murdered her three children and taken her
own life. Another Peoples Temple member, who says he es-
caped from the Temple and walked 20 miles to Mathews Ridge,

reported that members of the Temple were taking their own

lives, some 200 having done so when he escaped. There are
approximately 1100 US citizens resident at the Temple
Community. ~

The possibility exists that Peoples Temple members,
numbering some 3,000 in California, may also begin to take
their own lives, this course of action having been’'discussed
by them in'the past should they.believe their sect to be*
threatened. The Task Force informed the FBI Operations$
Center of this possibility at 2:23 a.m. EST (Agent Rasher)
and suggested that the relevant law enforcement .agencies be
informed, especially the police forces in San Francisco and
Los Angeles where the Peoples Temple membership is concen-
trated. In addition, the Department Operations Center
informed the San Francisco police directly and requested
that they pass on the information to the Attorney General
of the State of California.

Our Ambassador has made clear to Prime Ministex
Burnham that our concerns are (1) zhat the GOG make every
effort to get into Port Kaituma to fuxrnish aid, assistance,
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and protection tovAﬁericans who may still be thexe; (2)
that as soon as possible the bodies of ‘the dead should be
brought to Georgetown; and (3) that the perpetrators of
this outrage be brought to justice as soon as possible.

h The Crisis Task Force and the Embassy at Georgetown

have been deluged with media inqueries throughout the night.
We understand that .one network has. chartered a Learjet to '~
take a camera and reporting crew into Georxgetown in the
Others will most.certainly follow. Oux Embassy
will clearly need additional Administrative and Counselor
support, especially if mass suicides of U.S. citizens are-
taking place, and we -are developing contingency plans .

to provzde lt.




