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“DATE ON wum tvE HAV:."LEARNED AND WHAT HAS BEEN hnY ..Nlt ,
Il GUYANA SINCE WE LAST MET YESTERDAY AFTERNOOH,

T .

J/ v Pl ' ) -
y ) - 3

) ‘g RS susunm. \r.rgs 1 SHOULD FIRST BRIN " if M

! '

LAST EVENING FCLLOWING HIS RETURN TO GEO%GETOWN FROM SPEND-
ING THE DAY UP COUNTRY IN JONESTOWN WORKING WITH THE
GUYANESE POLICE AND\SECURITY FORCES, VIC DIKEQS, WHO IS
NORNALLY OUR DEPUTY CHIEF OF MISSION IN PANAMA BUT WHO

IS TEMPORARILY IN GUYANA AS THE ACTING DCM SINCE=0UR DCH

THERE UAS WOUNDED ON SATURDAY--

. @ COULD YOU SPELL IT?
\
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A D-1-K-0-S, I BELIEVE,

@ E-0-5,

AI E-0-S,

A E-0-S,

--GAVE ME A BRIEFING BY PHONE OF WHAT HE HAD bBSERVED, AND
1 MIGHT PASS THE KEY ELEMENTS OF THAT O T0 YOU/

AT THE TIME THAT HE LEFT JUST AT DARK FROM JONESTOUN LAST
NIGHT THEY HAD COUNTED 425 BOD;ES. I KNOW THAT THERE ARE
SQM; REPORTS IN THE PRESS THATAHAVE SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT
NbNBERS. I THINK THAT IS NOT A PARTICULARLY FIRM COUNT.
“THROUGH THE COURSE OF THE AFTERNOON THEY WERE STILL FIND.ING
ADD'IT IONAL BODIES, AND PRESUMABLY THE FIGURE WILL INCREASE
AS THEY ARE ABLE TO EXPLORE THE AREA MbRE THOROUGHLY,

WE DON'T HAVE ANY INDICATION AND I DON'T WANT TO SUGGEST
THAT THERE WILL BE A MAJOR INCREASE, BUT THAT IS STILL A
SITUATION WHICH IS NOT FULLY RESO%&EB.
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| OFTHESE BCDIES noue;‘m» QUIRTER, ABOUT 102, ws‘»
[ W * "

* CHILDREN, _\ , o

A

THE OVERWHELNING MAJGRITY HAVE NO EXTERMAL SIGHS OF
RAUA AND THE FRESWNPTION AND THE REPORTS WERE THAT
THESE PEOPLE DIED OF POISON. A SHALL NUBER, INCLUDING
THE LEADER, BISHOP JONES, THERE WERE BULLET SHOT WOUNDS
D THAT VAS THE APPARENT CAUSE OF DEATH,

THEY HAD NOT, I SHOULD STRESS, PERFORNED AUTOPSIES OR
"IRRIVED AT'ANY DEFINITIVE SORT OF .CONCLUSION ON THAT
UNCLASSIFIED
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ELEMENT, THAT IS WORK THAT (IS CONTINUING AT THIS
TIME.

IN ADDITION, DURING THE COURSE OF THE DAY YESTERDAY
FOURTEEN RESIDENTS OF JONESTOWN CAME IN FROM THE.JUNGLE,
PEOFLE WHO HAD FLED INTO THE JUNGLE SATURDAY. WHEN THESE
EVENTS SATURDAY AFTERNOON HAPPENED. THEY CAME BACK INTO
JONESTOUN EITHER COMPLETELY ON THEIR OWN VOLITION AND
THEIR OWN MOTIVATION OR BECAUSE THE GUYANESE POLICE HAD
REACHED THEM SOMEWHERE IN THE SURROULDING AREA AND HAD
HELPED THEM BACK IN.

OF THE FOURTEEN, FOUR WERE CHILDREN, TWO OF THE CHIL-
" DREN WERE WOUNDED AND WERE EVACUATED LAST NIGHT TO
GEORGETOWN, THE PRELIMINARY INDICATION IS THAT THE
WOUNDS ARE NOT SERIOUS,

TﬁE SURVIVORS WHO CAME BACK IN, TOGETHER WITH SOHME
RESIDENTS OF THE AREA AND THE PCLICE, HAVE MANAGED THUS
FAR TO GIVE AT LEAST A PRELIMINARY IDENTIFICATION TO
ABOUT HALF OF THE DECEASED ON THE GROUND THERE IN

JONESTOWH. - &
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A ME comTIumG ro‘)s‘ 10 5 RAPIDLY 45 vE cifUR P
PORT FOR THE GUYANESE POLICE IN THEIR EFFORTS ON ALL THE ;
| JSPECTS OF THIS SITUATION, HOVEVER, IT WILL BE TOMORRON
" HORNING BEFORE VE HAVE 1N THE FULL ANOUNTS OF EQUIYENT,

ot

PART ICULARLY HELICOPTERS THAT WE HOPE .TO PROVIDE.. 50 WE
MRE STILL RATHER LIGHT ON THE GROUKD.

T FIRST DAYLIGHT THIS MORNING A LIGHT PLANE ARRIVED

FROM PANAMA THAT WILL BE USED TO SHUTILE OUR PEOPLE FROM

GEORGETOWN UP-COUNTRY, THROUGH THE COURSE OF' THE MORN-

ING THREE OR FOUR ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT HAVE ARRIVED WITH

A CRANE TO ASSEMBLE HELICOPTERS WITH wa HEL ICOPTERS O

30/RD. 1T WILL TAKE US & FEW KOURS TO GET THEM
UNCLASSIFIED
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3

DURING THE NEXT 24 HOURS ADDITIONAL HELICOPTERS WILL BE

FLOYN IN DISASSEMBLED. WE NOW HAVE AIR-BORNE OVER THE

CARIBBEAN THREE HH-53 HELICOPTERS., THESE ARE THE GREAT
BIG CHINOOX HELICOPTERS, THEY HAVE AIR-BORNE REFUELING
CAPACITY, AND THEY WILL BE ARRIVING AT FIRST LIGHT TO-
MORROW MORNING,

?
IT IS A TWENTY-HOUR FLIGHT FROM FLORIDA ELGIN AIR FORCE
BASE, WHICK THEY HAVE DEPARTED FROM, TO GEORGETOWN.

UNTIL VE GET PARTICULARLY THESE HEAVY. HELICOPTERS ON
THE GROUND, THE ACTUAL TRANSPORT ABILITY IN GUYANA IS VERY
SEVERELY LIMITED, THERE ARE OKLY A FEV LIGHT PLANES AVAIL-
AELE FOR MOVING PEOPLE UP-COUNTRY OR' POTENTIALLY FOR BRING-
ING BODIES OUT OF THE AREA, SO THERE HAS NOT YET BEEN ANY
ATTEMPT TO MOVE BODIES, AND I WILL COWE TO THAT SITUATION
IN A MINUTE. | 1

e WY e . o
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BECAUSE 0F THE ot gy OF TRANSPORTAT ION AND THy vszenr

. OF THE RADIO EQUIPHENT WHICH WE KAD HOPED TO NOVE 10
JONESTOYN YESTERDAY, THAT WAS KOT MOVED IN ORDER 7O GIVE
RIORITY T0 HOVING UP-COUNTRY PEOPLE THAT VERE PARTI-
CULARLY GUYANESE POLICE OFFICIALS WHO WERE NEEDED IN

 JONESVILLE, AS SOON AS WE GET OUR HELICOPTERS OPERAT-
ING, AND PERHAPS EVEN BEFGRE, WE VILL HAVE THAT MOVED
UP, WHICK WILL TMPROVE OUR COMHUNICATIONS.

JE HAVE A CONSULAR OFFICER WHO HAS STAYED IN JONESTOWN

(VERNIGHT, VE HAVE ADDITIONAL CONSULAR OFFICERS WHO

{AVE HOVED UP THERE THIS HORNING AND WHO WILL BE WORK-

ING ITH THE GUYANESE IN THE IDENTIFICATION, IN THE IN-
UNCLASSIFIED
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VENTORYING AND CONTROLLING' THE PERSONAL EFFECTS OF THE
INDIVIDUALé AND OTHER NORMAL CONSULAR FUNCTIONS.

THE GUYANESE SECURITY OFFICIALS HAVE CONTINUED TO PURSUE
THEIR INVESTIGATION OF THIS MATTER. A SMALL NUMBER OF
PEOFLE HAVE BEEN DETAINED, THEY HAVE, OF COURSE, INTER-
VIEYED, AS I AY SURE MEMBERS OF THE PRESS HAVE JUDGING
BY THE COVERAGE TODAY, THE SURVIVORS, BOTH THOSE IN
GEORGETOWHN AND THOSE ON THE SCENE IN JONESTGWN,

Q HAS ANYONE BEEN ARRESTED BY THE GUYANESE?
A THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN DETAINED., I
BELIEVE IN THEIR SYSTEN THAT THE FIRST STEP UNTIL A COWRT

ACTUALLY HANDS DOUN A FORMAL CHARGE THEY ARE KNOT ARRESTED -

AND CHARGED WITH A PARTICULAR CRIME. BUT THEY HAVE BEEN
DETAINED FOR INVESTIGATION IN CONNECTION WITH BOTH THE
SERIES OF INCIDENTS ON THE GROUND AND WITH THE INCIDENTS
AT JONESTOWN ITSELF, 7

iz

 —— T T o B e

e e i e e
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L E . ‘m.‘ o . ': )
Q' -DO YOU KNOW rr‘vumssm .

A BEFORE I TURN TO QUESTIONS, LET ME GO ON AND DEAL

H

. YITH ONE ADDIT'IONAL SITUATION HERE..

WE HAVE ON THE BASIS OF THE REPORTS WHICH WE HAVE RECEIVED
' FROM OLR PEOPLE ON THE GROUND--WE HAVE AN OBVIOUSLY RATHER
. /
APPALLING SITUATION.. REMEMBERING THAT THIS IS A TROPICAL ¢

CLIMATE, WE HAVE BODIES WHICH HAVE NOW BEEN OUT IN THE .
OPEN IN THE SUN AND THE RAIN. THERE HAVE CONTINUED TO BE
VERY STRONG RAIN SHOWERS EVERY DAY FOR OVER 72 HOURS. . -
THERE ARE MAJOR PROBLEMS WITH INSECTS AND THE BODIES ARE
ALREADY BECOMING VERY HARD T0 IDENTIFY,

BECAUSE OF THIS WE HAVE REVIEWED THIS SITUATION AND HAVE
AUTHORIZED OUR AMBASSADOR IN CONNECTION WITH THE GUYANESE
UNCLASSIFIED
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AUTHORITIES THAT IF THE GUYANESE AUTHORITIES RECOMMEND -ON
THE BASIS.OF THE HEALTH COMDITIONS IN JONESTOWN--AND 1
WOULD SAY THAT IT LOOKS AS THOUGH THEY MAY BE DOING THAT--

THEY MAY, IN FACT, AS OF THIS HONENT ALREADY HAVE DONE

IT--THAT THEY MAY BEGIN TO INTER THESE BODIES LOCALLY.

PRIOR TO BURIAL EVERY EFFCRT IS AND WILL BE MADE TO POS-
ITIVELY IDENTIFY ALL THE DEAD AND TO ARRANGE FOR A PRC-
PER, DECENT BURIAL AND GRAVE SITE WITH INDIVIDUAL

/

MARKERS,

AS 1 SAID, ABOUT HALF THE VICTIMS HAVE SO FAR BEEN
IDENTIFIED,

THIS WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN, IF WE HAD HAD OUR CHOICE, THE
ROUTE THAT 1 THINK WE WOULD 'HAVE FOLLOWED, BUT AT THIS
POINT THE COURSE OF EVENTS AND THE FACT THAT WE HAVE

VERY LIMITED TRANSPORTATION FORCES US INTO IT.
: . I
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" HAVE BEEN CONING OUT OF THE JUNGLE SUGGESTS THE POSSIB-

ILITY AT LEAST THAT WE MAY HAVE SURVIVORS WHO HAVE GONE

THROUGH A VERY HARROUING EXPERIENCE, WHO ARE VERY HUCH

AFRAID, AND MRE STILL IN THE JUNGLE; AWD WE FEEL THAT
JE NEED TO GIVE THE FIRST PRICRITY WITH THE AVAILABLE
IRANSPORTATION TO THE SEARCH AMD RESCUE OPERATION FOR
THESE PEOFLE WHO WE UOULD HOPE WOULD STILL BE ALIVE,

"BOTH IN TERMS OF USING HEAVY-LIFT CAPACITY. TO MOVE

ADDIT IONAL GUYANESE PEOPLE INTO THE AREA AND TO SUPPORT
THEN AND IN TERMS OF USING THE LIGHT CHOPPERS, SOME OF
UKICK WILL BE EQUIPPED WITH LOUD SPEAKERS AND SO FORTH
FOR THE ACTUAL SEARCH AND RESCUE OPERATION.

UNCLASSIFIED




_
o L]

R

ot ¢ | , Ml ‘
S Osr L
PAGE 27 ° STATE 297276

S0 THAT,lON THE ONE HAND, WE HAVE DECIDED THAT THE COURSE
OF EVENTS FORCES US TO GIVE THAT PRICRITY AND THE HEALTH
SITUATION LEAVES US NO CHOICE BUT‘TO GO ALONG WITH A
DECISION OF THE. GUYANESE AUTHORITIES Tp BEGIN INTERRING

t

THESE PEOPLE IN THE SITE,

JE VILL NAKE EVERY EFFORT TO IDENTIFY THEW. WE DO HAVE
AIRBORNE AT THIS WONENT A DOD, DEPARTHENT OF DEFENSE
TEA1, CALLED A GRAVES IDENTIFICATION UNIT, PEOFLE WHO
\RE EXPERIENCED WITH THE IDENTIFICATION AMD THE HANDLING
OF BODIES, WHO WILL BE NOVED INTO JONESTOWN AS QUICKLY
AS POSSIBLE TO ASSIST THE GUYANESE WITH THIS TASK.

1 THINX THAT ESSENTIALLY COMPLETES THE UPDATE OF THE
SITUATION, AMD I CAN TURN TO QUESTIONS.

Q CAN WE HAVE A LIST OF THE CASUALTIES THAT HAVE BEEN

IDENTIFIED, OF THE PEOPLE THAT HAVE(?EEN IDENT IFIED?




“

§

A - VE VILL AS wx‘r THIS INFORNATION. OLR (@)ISULAR

. PEOPLE IN THE TASK FORCE HAVE THIS AVAILABLE, VE WILL

0T PROVIDE UMDER THE PRIVACY ACT THESE LISiS TO THE

PRESS, THOSE WHO HAVE FRIENDS AND RELATIVES HAVE BEEN

CALLING IN, WILL CONTINUE TO CALL IN. WVE VILL MAKE
EVERY EFFORT TO NOTIFY NEXT OF KIN, BUT IT IS KOT AP-
PROPRIATE FOR US TO PUT THIS OUT CERTAINLY UNTIL VE
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO NOTIFY THE NEXT OF KIN VERY WIDELY.
AND THERE ARE SOME PROBLEMS IN LOCATING SOME NEXT OF
KIN ‘IN SOME CASES.

BUT WE ARE NOTIFYIN§ AS WE GET THE INFORMAT:ION BOTH
THE FAMILIES OF SURVIVORS AND OF DECEASED, AS VE GET

THAT INFORMATION,

Q  MR. BUSHNELL, COULD YOU TELL ME WHETHER IT IS
APPARENT YET WHETHER MR. JONES' BULLET WOUNDS WERE
UNCLASSIFIED
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SELF- INFLICTED OR -NOT?

L]
/

A I THIKK BEFORE I SAY ANYTHING ON THAT I SHOULD /
ALLOV THE MEDICAL EXAMINERS TO MAKE THEIR EXAMINATION,
SOME PEOPLE 'WHO HAVE BEEN IN THE AREA HAVE SUGGESTED
THAT IT IS, BUT UNTIL THERE IS ACTUALLY AN OFFICIAL
DETERMINATION ON. THAT, I WOULD OKLY SAY THAT THE
INDICATIONS FROM THE -PEOPLE ON THE GROUND CERTAIMNLY
SUGGEST THAT THAT IS A POSSIBILITY; THAT IT IS NOT

RULED OUT,

Q WHAT THE OTHER QUESTION I HAD IS HOW QUICKLY
WILL THE GRAVE DIGGERS BE THERE OR THE GRAVE PEOPLE?
WHEN ARE THEY EXPECTED TO ARRIVE? - .

A THE FIRST MEVBERS OF THAT TEAM WILL .BE ARRIVING
IN GEORGETOWN LATE THIS AFTERNOON OR EARLY THIS EVEM-
ING AND WILL BE MOVED AS SOON AS WE CAN-UP' TO .JONESTOWN,
THE REMAINQER WILL BE IN OVER THE COURSE OF THE NIGHT,

9§

A




I WHAT INFORMA"N DO YOU ‘HAVE -FROM. THE Gl'ESE
ﬁPOLICE ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF MURDERS OCCURING IN
THE:BUSH, THOSE WHO ESCAPED BEING SHOT?

A AT THIS POINT WE HAVE NO INFORMATION FROM THE
GUYANESE POLICE, THEY HAVE NOT, TO MY KNOWLEDGE ANY-
WAY, IDENTIFIED ANY BODIES IN THE BUSH WHO ARE SHOT, |
THAT IS NOT TO SAY THAT THEY HAVE COMPLETED THEIR

VORK ON THIS, WHAT VE WILL FIND AS THAT COMTINES

IS UNCERTAIN,,

BUT AT THIS POINT WE DO NOT HAVE A REPORT FROM THEM
THAT WOULD INDICATE THAT THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO HAVE
UNCLASSIFIED
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BEEN SHOT IN THE BUSH,

Q A,rwo-éAér QUESTION:

SINCE THERE -ARE REPORTS THAT.GUYANA‘RECEIVED SIXTY LET-
TERS OF RECOMMENDATIONS THAT THEY 'ADMIT THE'REVEREND JIM
JONES TO GUYANA,. THESE LETTERS COMING FROM: A NUMBER OF
.PROMI NENT. DEMOCRAdTS, INCLUDING THE FIRST LADY AND THE
VICE-PRESIDENT, WILL THE CARTER .ADMINISTRATION APOLOGIZE
TO GUYANA FOR RECOMMENDING THIS HOMICIDXL MANIAC, OR ‘DO
'YOU PEOPLE FEEL KO RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS REGARD? |

A I MUST SAY- THAT THERE SEENMS TO HAVE BEEN'OR THERE
WAS AN IMMENSE -AMOUNT OF MAIL OF ALL SORTS ON ALL SIDES
OF THE ISSUE OF THE PEOPLES TEMPLE IN.GUYANA.

WHEN THE PEOPLES TEMPLE WENT TO GUYANA THEY VERE ASKED,
AS I THINK WE WOULD FIND NORMAL UNDER THE LAWS OF MOST
COUNTRIES, UNDER THE LAWS OF GUYANA, TO PROVIDE INDICA-
TIONS OF THEIR KISTORY, WHAT THEY WERE ABOUT. THEY PRO-
VIDED A LARGE NUMBER OF LEITERS OF RECOUMENDATION, WHICH
I GATHER ARE A PART OF THE OFFICIAL RECORD AVAILABLE TO
THE .PUSLIC .IN GUYANA, AS A BASIS FOR MAKING THEIR SETTLE-
MENT IN THAT COUNTRY. i




1 DON'T ;mwk. I I‘PROPRIATE FROM THE sm;.mﬁmm

PODIUM TO MAKE ANY PARTICULAR COMMENT. ON ANY OF THE SPECI-

FIC'LETTERS, SOME OF WHICH T GATHER MEWBERS OF THE PRESS
HAVE NOW SEEN:IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF GUYANA,

Q  COULD I FOLLOW THAT UP, SIR, BY CITING CONTRARY
TO REPORTS IN WASHINGTON'S DAILY NEWSPAPERS, THAT .JONES
WAS FIRST EXPOSED IN 1971, HERE ARE THREE PAGE-OME
STORIES 1N.THE SAN FRANCISCO EXAUINER OF SEPTEMSER OF
1972 WHICK EXPOSE JONES AS ﬁAvaG BEEN INVESTIGATED BY
© STATE AUTHORITIES IN IIDIANA, HAVING ARMED HIS FOLLOWERS
WITH 357 MAGNUMS, HAVING CLAIMED TO RESURRECT THE DEAD,
UNCLASSIFIED
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43 CASES, AND HAVING BEEN IDENTIFIED IN PRINT AND ORALLY
AS DIVINE.

MY QUESTION IS: IF MRS. CARTER’'AND MR.. MONDALE QERE
IGNORANT OF THIS, DOES THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION B?LIEVE
THAT THE CALIFORNIA DEMOCRATS, SUCH AS- MOSCONI AND CON-
GRESSMAN BURTON, WERE ALSO INNOCENT OF THIS INFORMATION

A I HAVE NO WAY. TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION, AS YOU.

KNOW, AND DON'T WANT TO.GET INTO A DISCUSSION OF THAT

_ASPECT. I THINK IT IS THE NORMAL PROCEDURE WHEN GOVERN-
i MENTS' GO 'OVERSEAS--WHEN GROUPS SUCH AS THE PEOPLES

TEMPLE GO OVERSEAS, THEY PRESENT THEIR CASE T0 THE

LOCAL GOVERMMENT, THAT IS A MATTER LARGELY BETWEEN

THEM AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT, NOT BETWEEN GOVERNMENT-

TO-GOVERNMENT BASIS.

Q WHEN THEY HAVE THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES ENDORSING THEM? YOU THINK THAT IS A PERSONAL
MATTER, SIR, AND NO RESPONSIBILITY




"IN OTHER WORDS, YOL@DON'T FEEL, AS A MEVBER or,ux ’
CARTER ADHINISTRATION, ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR HAVING

'ENDORSED' THIS MAN

§ \

A FOR HAVING ENDORSED THIS MAN IN. WHICH WAY?

e YES

THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, WALTER MONDALE,
WROTE A LETTER OF ENDORSEMENT, SO DID MRS, JIMMY CARTER:
THAT IS FAIRLY HIGH UP IN THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION THEY
ENDORSED THIS GUY, DESPITE THE FACT THAT HE HAD BEEN EX-
UNCLASSIFIED |
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'POSED IN SAN FRANCISCO AND IN MINKEAPOLIS.

A WELL, I THINK THIS IS A QUESTION YOU WOULD HAVE TO
RAISE WITH THEM

Q I WILL.

A I THINK IT IS CLEAR'FROM WHAT YOU ARE SAYING THAT
THESE LETTERS WERE NOT WRITTEN WHILE THEY ARE IN THEIR
PRESENT POSITIONS. THESE ARE LETTERS THAT WERE WRITTEN
AT SOME TIME IN.THE 'PAST. '

Q WHEN?

A 1 WOULD SAY THAT FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT THAT WE
ﬁAVE HAD A. VERY LARGE ANMOUNT OF MAIL ON'BOTH' SIDES OF THE
1SSUE, AS WE HAVE DISCUSSED IN PREVIOUS PRESS CONFERENCES
HERE. WE HAVE HAD A LOT 'OF MAIL THAT HAS BEEN CRITICAL OF
THE PEOPLES TEMPLE. WE HAVE HAD AN EVEN LARGER AMOQNT OF
MAIL WHICH HAS HAD VERY GOOD THINGS. TO SA% ABOUT THE
PEOPLES TEMPLE AND, IN FACT, HAS SAID EXPLICITLY THAT MANY

OF THE ALLEGATIONS BEING: MADE WERE NOT TRUE.,
Q)
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"R IR. BUSHNELL, QN THIS SUBJECT OF conné:sp:‘wés,mvz

You:BEEN 'ABLE T0 FI
NENT MADE TO' THE MAY 10 LETTER FRON A NUXBER OF PARENTS OR
T0.THE APRIL 19 LETTERS?

-OUT YET VHAT REPLY THE STA:E DEPART-

A I HAVE NOW READ THE LETTER THAT YOU REFERRED T0 YES-

TERDAY. IN WHICH IT WAS ASKED THAT VE COMMUNICATE CERTAIN

CONCERNS OF A NUMBER OF PARENTS TO THE PRIME MINISTER OF

GUYANA.' I HAVE CONFIRMED THAT WE DID COMMUNICATE THOSE

CONCERNS, IN FACT, BY PASSING A COPY OF THAT LETTER 10

THE GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA.

1 HAVE NOT YET--ACTUALLY I HAVE ASKED My PEOQLE T0 FIND
UNCLASSIFIED
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OUT, AND THEY HAVE NOT YET FOUND THE ACTUAL RESPONSE SAY~
ING THAT WE 'HAD DONE THAT, I ASSUME THAT THAT REQUEST WAS
MADE OF US, THE REQUEST WAS CARRIED OUT, AND A LETTER
WAS SENT SAYING SO, ALTHOUGH I HAVE NOT FOUND A COPY OF
THAT ‘IN THE FILES YET,

Q A- FOLLOW-UP PLEASE,

YOU HAVEN'T FOUND THE RESPONSE ANY OF THOSE STATE DEPART-
MENT OFFICIALS MADE TO THOSE PARENTS THOUGH; 1S THAT
MRRECT?

A THE REQUEST VHICH WE RECEIVED WAS TO PASS T0 THE
GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA.A MENO, AS I RECALL IT, A DOCUNENT
FROM A NUMBER OF CONCERNED PARENTS. 'WE DID WHAT WAS

REQUESTED IN THAT, WE PASSED THAT TO THE GOVERNMENT OF

GUYANA,
2)




It WA§ ALSO ASKED IUHE LETTER THAT WHEN WE H ONE S0

THAT WE LET THE'VI KNOW, I BELIEVE THAT THAT WA:!;NE, BUT
I HAVE NOT YET FOUND A:COPY OF THE LETTER OR LETTERS IN
WHICH IT IS SAID THAT WE HAVE DONE THAT.

i

»

Q DID WE PASS IT WITHOUT COMMENT, SIR, WITHOUT AMERI-
CAN STATE DEPARTMENT COMMENT?

A I BELIEVE THAT WHEN WE PASSED THIS LETTER WE EX-
PLAINED. WHAT IT WAS, HOW IT‘CAME TO OUR ATTENTION, AND
IhDICATéD WHAT GENERALLY WAS THE NATURE OF THE PEOPLE
THAT HAD SIGNED THAT LEITER.

Q ONE CLARIFICATION.

UNCLASSIFIED
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YOU HAVE ABOUT 200 BODIES IDENTIFIED., YOU WILL BEGIN-BURY-
ING THEM AND THOSE GRAVES WILL BE IDENTIFIED, THIS IS AT
THE SETTLEMENT SITE.

WILL THOSE VICTIMS LATER BE DISINTERRED. AKD RETURNED TO
THE UNITED STATES AT NO COST T0 THE NEXT OF KIM

A WELL, OF COURSE, WE ‘ARE SiILL IN THE INITIAL STAGES
'OF THIS AND I THINK WE WILL HAVE TO SORT SOME OF THESE
THINGS OUT LATER, 'IT WOULD BE MY GEﬁERAL UNDERSTANDING
THAT THE LAW OF GUYANA WOULD PERMIT AFTER A CERTAIN PER-
10D THE DISINTERMENT OF THESE PEOPLE; THAT THERE IS NO
FACILITY,,NO FINANCING AVAILASLE FOR THE' U.'S. GOVERNMENT
'FOR THAT. IT WOULD: HAVE TO BE AT PRIVATE EXPENSE,

QDO YOU HAVE AN ESTIMATE OF THE MUNBER OF PEOPLE
WHO UAY HAVE FLED WHO SURVIVED WHO WERE OUT THERE IN
THE JUNGLE? X4




H

'w WE-DO NOT HA\.ANY ESTIMATE OF THAT. W

it
’

THE GUYANESE POLICE FOUND A GROUP OF SOMETHING BETWEEN
800 AND 909 PASSPORTS IN A TRUNK IN JONESVILLE, PRESUM-

A}

ALY SINCE THE POLICY IN THE SETTLEMENTS SEENS T0 BE TO
TURN IN THE PASSPORTS FOR CENTRAL HOLDING, THESE PRESUM-
ABLY REPRESENTED PASSPORTS OF PEOPLE THAT WERE THERE, AT
LEAST THERE AT ONE TIME. |

A NUMBER OF THESE PASSPORTS ARE QUITE OLD. THEY ARE THE

LD STYLE PASSPORTS THAT HAVEN'T BEEN ISSUED FOR A WHILE.
S0 1 AM NOT SURE UNTIL WE HAVE DONE MORE WORK AND LOOKED
THROUGH THEM. THERE MAY BE DUPLICATION IN THESE PASS-
PORTS, THERE MAY BE PASSPORTS THERE OF PEOPLE THAT LEFT
THE COLONY A LONG TIME AéO.

S0 THAT, WE DO NOT HAVE ANY NUMBER OF HOW MANY WERE THERE

UNCLASSIFIED
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AND, THEREFORE, HOW MANY ARE UNACCOUNTED FOR.

THE FACT THAT A NUNBER OF PEOPLE RAN INTO THE JUNGLE,
SOME OF THOSE PEOPLE, A SMALL NUMBER, HAVE NOW CONE BACK,
SUGGEST THAT THERE STILL MAY BE SOME AT LEAST PEOPLE IN THE
JUNGLE AND THAT IS WHY E FEEL THAT THE HIGHEST PRIORITY,
BECAUSE OF THE VERY RUGGED CONDITIONS WHICH THEY ARE
SUFFERING UIDER, IS TO USE OUR RESOURCES AND THE GUYANESE
POLICE RESOURCES IN CRDER TO TRY T0 REACK THESE PEOPLE
AN:P BRING THEM OUT,

' MR. BUSHNELL, DO YOU HAVE A FIGURE ON THE TOTAL
NUMBER OF VISITS BY CONSULAR OFFICERS SINGE THIS BEGAN,
SINCE THE DEPARTHENT' S ATTENTLON WAS CALLED T0 THIS FEEL-
ING ON THE PART OF THEIR RELATIVES HERE?

:
CA? YOU TELL US HOW MANY SUCH VISITS BY CONSULAR OFFICERS
TObK PLACE? AND DO YOU HAVE ANY EXPLANATION FOR THE FACT
THAT APPARENTLY THEY NEVER DISCOVERED ANYONE WHO WANTED

70 LEAVE? |
iy

v e
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‘A LET ME GO 1nro1'pAn;A LITILE BIT. ‘l’

AS 1 SAID YESTERDAY, WE HAVE UADE FOUR CONSULAR VISITS IV
1978, THERE WERE SOME ADDITIONAL VISITS MADE IN '77.

@ FOUR IN 19772

A FOUR IN 1978, I GAVE THE MONTHS OF THAT IN THE
s IEFING YESTERDAY AFTERNOON,

1 DID NOW TALK TO THE OFFICER WHO MADE SOME OF THESE VISITS
AND GIVEN THE INTEREST IN THIS, I THINK I MIGHT EXPLAIN A
UNCLASSIFIED
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]
LITILE BIT MORE ABOUT WHAT HE HAS TOLD ME BECAUSE I THINK
’x IT IS GERMAIN TO THE QUESTIONS THAT SOMEIOF YOU ARE ASKING,

. I ASKED HINM WHAT WERE THE PHYSICAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF THESE
" PRIVATE INTERVIEVS. KE TELLS ME THAT HE COMUCTED THESE
 FRIVATE INTERVIEWS IN AN OPEN FIELD ‘AT A DISTANCE FRON ANY
BUILDINGS AKD WITH UNIMPEDED VISION IN ALL DIRECTIONS. JUST
THE CONSUAR OFFICER AND THE INDIVIDUAL, |
1'ASKED KIN VERE THESE INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED AT THE REQUEST,
oé THE CONSULAR OFFICER OR THAT OF THE PERSON INTERVIEWED.
HE SAID THAT IN EVERY CASE THEY VERE CONDUCTED AT THE RE-
QUEST OF THE CONSULAR OFFICER BASED ON THE REQUEST FROY
*  FRIENDS AND RELATIVES, SUCK AS THROUGH THE LETTERS WHICH
- Héps BEEN MENTIONED HERE,

* TASKED DID THE INTERVIEVEE, THE PERSON BEING INTERVIEWED,
AT
CGHPLAIN OF OR SUPPORT ALLEGATIONS OF PHYSICAL, MENTAL OR
SEXUAL ABUSE BY THE REVEREND JONES OR OTHER MEMBERS OF THE

| _PﬁbPLES TEMPLE., 1IN ALL CASES THE ANSWER WAS "NO."
. N Y L e




A
Ty
‘3

* IASKED DID ANY OF ’OE"’INTERVIEWED INDICATE A‘SIRE 10

EﬁCAPE FROY OR OTHERWISE LEAVE JONESTOWN., THE ANSWER IS
r%b". ALL DENIED THAT THEY WERE BEING HELD AGAINST THEIR

WILL (R ABUSED IN ANY VAY.

§
}

i

- 1,;frow HIM THAT 1 HAD SAID TO YOU YESTERDAY THAT IT WASN'T
" REALLY PROPER FOR A CONSULAR OFFICER TO PUT HIS ARM AROUND

| SOMEBODY AND ESCORT THEM OFF THE PROPERTY, HE SAID, WELL,
HE HAD COME FAIRLY CLOSE TO THAT BECAUSE HE HAD SAID T0

MANY OF THESE PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY WHERE FRIENDS AND RELA-

. TIVES HAD SAID THEY WERE BEING HELD AGAINST THEIR WILL,
" THAT IF THEY WANTED TO LEAVE HE WAS PREPARED TO TAKE THEM
" ¢ THEN FROM THAT FIELD, PROCEED TO KIS CAR AT THE EDGE OF

IR

THE WHEAT FIELD IN WHICH THERE WAS A GUYANESE OFFICIAL AND

* LEAVE, NONE INDICATED ANY INTEREST IN TAKING HIN'UP ON

UNCLASSIFIED
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" THT OFFER,
v |

!

i

vk
* THIS 1S OVER SOVE 40 10 50 INTERVIEVS OF THIS MATURE CON-
" DUCTED OVER THE PAST YEAR.

L

Fooy
‘ i

. I’-‘I 'Q

K.; ’ fe
t | }

YOU SAID 75,

I T e i e T AT

A THERE WERE 75 INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED. FORTY 10 FIFTY

" UERE COMDUCTED IN THIS HODE IN THE FIELD, OTHERS VERE COM
" DUCTED TN THE FACILITY,

1
, i

>,i ! :
L

. Q  DID HE MAKE ANY COMENT AS TO THE MENTAL STATE OF
© *' THOSE PEOPLE, WHETHER THEY LOOKED DRUGGED OR WHETHER THEY

i

f vg:LOOKED UNDERNOURISHED, CR WHETHER THEY LOOKED AFRAID?

i
| !

— b
v:#“".}“sﬂﬂ?‘ 'J‘ H 5 _




S - - m
‘{p Ar HEINDICATED %&T THE G ENERAL REGIME == I‘f THERE

*" UAS A LOT OF KENIAL DK, HARD WORK TO BS DOME IA TROPI- |

‘ i
‘cm. CLIMATE WHICK THE UENBERS OF THIS GROUP PARTICIPATED I, ¥

‘ t

o am KE DID HOT SENSE THAT THIS, THAT WHAT THEY WERE DOIVG f

°) l
' 'l

t
‘;43 BEYOMND THE ABILITIES OF THE PEOPLE THAT WERE IKVOLVED tfﬁ.
i T: A i’ ?é‘p
o iq 1T, 1DID HOT ASK HIM SPECIFICALLY IF THEY LOOKED FEAR-

’vla

)
|

~Fux. (R AFRAID, I THINK THE GEVERAL CONDITIONS UIDER WHICH -

‘ ' (HE CONDUCTED THIS INTERVIEV OULD HAVE TENDED T0 HAVE OFF- f

** SET TR 10 THE WAKINUY EXTENT THAT VE POSSIELY COLLD HAVE

@ﬁ DONE S0, IN THE BACK OF THE ROON -~ GIVE THEM A CHANCE. o

@

:‘ ‘ﬁ['h " :
R
N I JUST WANTED TO GET BACK TO THE POINT I RAISED

a Yasrmnm BECAUSE VE CONTINUE 10 GET INFCRMATION TKROUGH
* DIPLOMATIC SOURCES FROA GEORGETOUN THAT THIS GROUP IS Ii- o
VdLVED IN MARIJUANA SNUGGLIXG, IT IS OLR INFORMATION, L

7 AG:AIN FROM SOURCES VERY WELL PLACED, THAT THIS WAS PART OF o
A LIRGER OPERATION TO PUSK GUYANA TO4ARDS ACTUALLY CULTI-

; . ;vérz \G MARIJUANA AS A CASH CROP TO HELP THEW IN THEIR DEBT

*lﬁ l UNCLASSIFIED | -
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"ITUATION. I'M WONDERING IF SINCE YESTERDAY YOU HAVE ANY-
THING FURTHER ON THAT?

A 1 DON'T HAVE ‘ANY. FURTHER INFORMATION. OUR PEOPLE
WHO HAVE BEEN IN THE AREA HAVE NOT IDENTIFIED ‘ANY FIELDS OF
'MARIJUANA. I THINK THAT VE'LL HAVE MORE INFORMATION ONCE
WE HAVE MORE PEOPLE WHO TRAVEL MORE WIDELY IN THE AREA.

BUT WE, AT THIS POINT, DO KOT HAVE ANY INFORMATION INDICAT-
ING THAT.

Q MR. BUSHNELL, WHY DID THEY TAKE UP THIS MODE OF

GOING OUT TO THE FIELDiTO«INTERYiEW PEOPLE? WAS IT FIRST
THAT THEY DID IT IN THE COMPOUND, AND FOR SOME REASON THE
.CONSULAR OFFICER FELT THEY HAD TO DO. IT .OUT IN-THE FIELD?

A MY UNDERSTANDING OF THIS IS THAT SOME OF THE LETTERS,.
AT LEAST, RECEIVED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OR BY THE EN-
BASSY. ITSELF INDICATED THAT THE NATURE OF THE PRESSURE ON
THE PEOPLE WAS SUCH THAT THEY WOULD NOT, THAT THEY WOULD

BE AFRAID TO BE %RANK WITH THE 'CONSULAR OFFICER, AND'THAT
THEREFORE, HE SHOULD DO WHAT HE COULD IN ORDER TO GIVE
THEM. A CHANCE TO BE FRANK AND A CHANCE TO LEAVE, AND THAT

IS THE REASON THAT HE ADOPTED, WITH THE FULL AGREEMENT OF
THE AUTHORITIES IN JONESTOWN, THIS MODE 'OF OPERATION.

)




¥

¥

L] L]
i

' : ' , ‘ﬂ'« :
B » % .
o MR..BUSHNELL,‘3ELIEVE 1 HEARD YOU REFER‘. THE

CENTRAL FIGURE HERE AS “BISHOP" JONES, I WROTE IT DOWN;
LTHING 1T°S TN THE TRANSCRIPT, 1N THIS CONMECTION, I
TALKED YESTERDAY WITH THE HEADQUIRTERS OF THE DESCIPLES

OF CHRIST, CHRISTIAN CHURCH, IN IN INDIAMAPOLIS. THEY HAVE

o3 -WILLION MEMBERS AND IS A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL

COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, THEY CONFIRMED THAT THE REVEREND

JI JONES IS STILL A CLERGWIAN OF THIS LARGE DEMONINAT ION
AND HAS NOT BEEN FROCKED AND SO FORTH,' AND THI‘EY’HAVE 0
BISHOPS,

UNCLASSIFIED
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I YAS WONDERING, HAS HE BEEN CONSECRATED IN ANOTHER
DENOINATION OR DO YOU HAVE INFORMATION THAT WAKES HIN A
BISKOP OR VAS THAT JUST YOUR TERMINOLOGY OR WHAT? WHY
IS HE A BISHOP? |

A VARIOUS PEOPLE HAVE REFERRED TO HIN AS BISHOP JONES,
AND 1 GUESS THAT I REFERRED TO HIN AT SOME TINE AS THAT.

I TRIED TO REFER TO HIN BASICALLY AS REVEREND JONES. I
THINK THAT IS PROBABLY. THE MORE CORRECT, I DON'T HAVE

ANY PARTICULAR EVIDENCE THAT HE IS A BISHOP,

Q ALL RIGHT, THANK YOU,

Q MR, BUSHUELL, WHEN THE LETTER WAS SENT T0 THE
GUYANESE GOVERNIENT FROM THE PARENTS OF THE PEOPLES
TEMPLE FOLLOWER WHO WANTED TO GET THEIR RELATIVE OUT OF
THERE, DID THIS GOVERNMENT MAKE ANY RECOMNENDATIONS AS

TO HOY THE GUYANESE AUTHORITIES MIGﬁ% PURSUE THE MATTER?
b

I




A% I DON'T'BELIEV@THAT THIS GOVERWKENT, THA@RHE U.S,

o, GOVERIMENT MADE, ANY NGMMENDATIONS, NO, T THINNGZHAT

. THERE WAS ANY EXCHANGE OF ISFORUATION BETWEEN OR CON-
SR OFFIORR AID BETVEEN VIRIOUS GUIANESE OFFICIALS OF
THE /REA AID VHO VISITED THE AREA IN TERNS OF THE SITU-
ATI0% AID AS 1 WAVE SAID THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE THAT
{45 EVER BEEN IDENTIFIED BY ANY OFFICIAL AYERICAN THERE
"THAT THERE UAS ANY VIOLATION OR ANY APPARENT VIOLATION
OF ANY LAY OF GUYARA ALOIG THE LINES OF THE ACCUSATIONS
[N THIS LETTER,

Q  GOING BACK TO YOUR MEETING WITH THE CONSULAR OFFICER,
DID HE TELL YOU WHETHER HE EV@R MET WITH JONES AND DID HE
UNCLASSIFIED
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EVER REPCRT BACK TO THE EMBASSY THAT THERE WAS SOMETHING
WHICH WASN'T QUITE RIGHT VITH THIS CCLONY, OR DID HE EVER
MAKE ANY COMMENT ABOUT IT AT ALL?

A HE CERTAINLY MET WITH REVEREND JONES. I ASSUME THAT
WHEN THE REVEREND JONES WAS THERE -- I DON'T KNOW THAT HE
NET WITH EVERY ONE OF THE FOUR CASES OF THE VISITS THIS
YEAR, BUT IF THE REVEREND JONES WAS THERE, I ASSUME HE

MET WITH HIM. HE WAS THE ACKNOWLEDGED LEADER OF THAT
GROUP, |

AS I SAID YESTERDAY, THE GUYANESE TRADITION -- AND I
THINK OUR OWN TRADITION -- ALLOWS A CONSIDERAELE FLEXI-

BILITY TO RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS, AND EVERYBODY LOOKXED
AT THIS, ESSENTIALLY, AS A RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION, AND I

| THINK WE WERE ALL RELUCTANT TO QUESTION THE BELIEFS AND
PRACTICES OF OTHER RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS, SOME OF WHICK
VERY FEW OF US UNDERSTAND, BUT THAT IS NOT CONSIDERED |
T0 BE AN APPROPRIATE LINE OF INQUIRY FOR STATE DEPARTMENT
OFFICERS SO LONG AS THEY ARE WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE

il LAUS OF OUR COUNTRY AND OF OTHER COUN%?{ES.

Sy e i




A | 'Né.'BUSHNELL,M’* WAS SUGGESTED IN SOME OFGRUE FRESS
| *. ACCOUNTS THIS momuue‘rm THE LARGE NUMBER OF FITEARMS
THAT THE ENCAMPMENT HAD, THE ARMED GUARDS HAD, WAY HAVE
BEEN TN VIOLATION OF GUYANESE LAY, CAN YOU CONFIRN THAT,
FIRST? WD, SECOND, DO YOU HAVE ANY. INFORNATION VHETHER
THEY SHUGGLED FIREARNS IN OR DO YOU HAVE ANY. THFORMATION

AS TO HOW THEY GOT ‘ALL THOSE FIREARMS IN THERE?

A 1DON'T HAVE ANY‘FIRM INFRMATION ON THIS, IT VAS,

OF COURSE, HOT OBVIOUS TO OUR PEOPLE VISITING JONESTOWF

THAT THEY HAD LARGE NUMBERS OF FIREARWS., THERE ARE LAWS

"IN GUYAUA GOVERNING FIREARNS. ON THE OTHER HAND, THIS

IS & PRETTY RUSGED AREA, AID T THINK IT IS QUITE ORDI-

NARY AUD CERTAINLY PERMITTED FOR PEOPLE TO HAVE WEAPONS.
 UNCLASSIFIED |
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Q INCLUDING AUTOMATIC WEAPONS?

A 1DONOT KNO4 WHAT THE SITUATION IS ON AUTOMATIC
JEAPONS, BUT CERTALKLY SHOT GUNS AND VEAPONS LIKE THAT
ARE WIDELY HELD AWD ARE PERMITTED, AT LEAST, THOSE
JEAPONS VERE COMON A5 VELL, IT HAS ONLY BEEN SINCE
PEOPLE HAVE GOTTEN INTO THE CAMP THAT THEY. HAVE IDEMTI-
FIED PERHAPS THE AVAILABILITY OF, THE PRESENCE THERE OF
AUTONATIC WEAPONS, AN EVEN AT THAT, I DON'T HAVE ANY
DETAILS ON, ALTHOUGH 1 RAVE SEEN SOME REPORTS INDICATING
THAT THERE VERE AVTONATIC VEAPONS THERE.

Q MR, BUSHNELL, CAN YOU TELL NE WHY YESTERDAY YOU
DIDN'T ASK THE CONSULAR OFFICER WHO NADE THE VISITS IN
1978 FOR HIS PERSONAL IMPRESSIONSOF THE 40 (R 50 INTER-

VIEWS HE MADE IN THE FIELD, GIVEN THAT YOU' HAVE COMPLAINTS

FROM RELATIVES, AND YET THE INTERVIEWS REVEALED KO CON-

PLAINTS WHATEVER -- WHY YOU FELT I g?sn'r PERT INENT? .

2

PR PR

N




A

Y IDID ASK mmr‘.ms PERSONAL IPRESSIONSERID 1
"\ JOED SUCK THINES AS THAT THE COLONY HAD UADE A LOT OF
ROGRESS, THAT THEY. KD BUILT BUILDINGS, THEY KAD EX-
PANDED, THEY SEEMED 70 BE GOING AHEAD, THAT THERE SEENED

10 BE A LOT OF SPIRIT IN THE COLONY. T THINK THAT THOSE
SORTS OF PERSONAL TMPRESSIONS HE NADE AND HE HAD COMMUMI-
* CATED IN THE OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO WASHINGEON.

Q1 UEAN THE PERSONAL -~ THE PEOPLE HE INTERVIEVED.
I DON'T NEAN HIS IMPRESSIONS OF JONESTOMN; I MEAN THE
FEOPLE THAT E INTERVIEVED, 1 PRESME HE HAD A LOGICAL
 REASON FOR INTERVIEVING THE PECPLE THAT KE DID,
UNCLASSIFIED




- ——rm— -

.‘ | <’CLASSIFIED .

PAGE 21 STATE 297276

A YES. AS I SAID, HE INTERVIEWED THOSE PEOPLE WHERE,
EITHER WE IN THE STATE DEPARMIENT OF THE EMBASSY HAD RECEIVE
LETTERS WITH ACCUSAT IONS THAT THEY WERE BEING ABUSED OR

HELD -AGAINST THEIR WILL IN SOME SORT OF SITUAT ION WHICH

WOULD BE AGAINST THE LAW,. AND THAT HE’kRIED TO FIND OUI
IN DIRECT, PRIVATE CONTACT WITH THESE PEOPLE WHETHER THEY

CONFIRMED THAT THIS WAS TRUE, AND IN NO' CASE DID ANY OF
THEM CONFIRM THAT ANY OF THE ACCUSATIONS WERE TRUE.

Q DID HE SAY. WHETHER THEY APPEARED TO BE UNDER THE IN-
FLUENCE OF --

Q OF WHAT ASSISTANCE WAS MR. LANE TO YOU, OR MR. GERRY,
AND ALSO WAS THERE ANY SPECIAL LITERATURE OR ANYTHING OF

THIS SORT FOUND WITHIN THE COMPOUND?

A 1 A% NOT AWARE AT THIS TIME OF ANY LITERATURE. THE
CONSULAR OFFICERS IN GEORGETOWN DID TALK WITH MR. LANE

AND MR. GERRY. WHAT THEY TOLD HIM IS COVERED, I THINK,

BY THE PRIVACY ACT. I GATHER THOSE INDIVIDUALS HAVE TALKED
WITH THE PRESS, AND I THINK THAT YOU'LL HAVE TO GET THEIR
VIEWS FROM THEM. IT*S NOT MY RESPONSIBILITY TO PASS ON
WHAT THEY HAVE GIVEN US IN PRIVILEGED G;ommumcmon.




o)

{ 0 MR, BUSHNELL,

V

K3

‘ THERE ANY REASOb WHY WE‘\J'T HAVE .
THE IDENTITY OF THE CONSLLAR OFFICERS WHO CARRIED THIS OUT,

ﬁ 1

(R WERE ALL THE VISITS CARRIED OUT BY ONE CONSULAR OFFICER?

o 1 BELIEVE THAT VE HAVE HAD THREE CONSULAR OFFICERS
4O HAVE MADE VISITS AT ONE TINE OR ANOTHER BECAUSE OF
(HANGE OF PERSONNEL AND THE FACT THAT WE HAVE MORE THAM
ONE CONSULAR OFFICER THERE, 1DON'T SEE ANY REASON WHY
GE CANNOT GIVE YOU THAT. HOST OF THE CONSWLAR VISITS I
THE FIRST PART OF THIS YEAR, THE FIRST HALF OF THIS YEAR,
WERE MADE BY RICARD MCCOY, -
UNCLASSIFIED
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IS THAT THE STANDARD SPELLING? DOES ANYONZ KNhOU?

VOICE: H-C C=0-Y, i '

A I THINK SO, DO NOT KNOW MYSELF OFFHAKD WHO MADE

THE VISIT ON NOVEWBER 7. 1 WOULD HAVE TO FIND THAT, IT

15 ONE OF THE CONSULAR OFFICERS STILL ASSIGNED THERE.
O THAT WAS THE LAST ONE, 7 =-

0 UAS,UR. HCCOY THE ONE YOU TALKED TO ON THE TELEPHOME,
THEN?

A MR, NCCOY IS THE PERSON THAT I TALKED TO IN PERSON
YESTERDAY, \V




" NATURE OF THIS GOUP, ARE YOU AVARE OF THE STORY IN THE

NEW YORKX TIMES YESTERDAY WHICH QUOTED MRS, JONES, MRS,
JIN JONES, AS SAYING HER HUSBAKD REALLY DIDN'T BELIEVE IN

RELIGION, BUT HE RECOGNIZED THAT THIS COULD BE USED AS A
SUSTITUTE 1O GET PEOPLE OUT OF THEIR SUPERSTITION AKD

OTHER INDICATIONS SUCH AS JONES' AFFINITY FOR CUBA, HIS
TRIP T0 CUBA, HIS PROMOTION EFFORTS TO GET OFFICIALS IN

" VASHINGTON TO HELP CUBA; THAT THIS WAS, BASICALLY, NOT

S0 MUCH A RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT BUT RATHER A POLITICAL

ACTIVATY ON HIS PART UNDER THE GUISE OF RELIGION? DO YOU

WAVE ANY TOFGRMATION ON THAT? .

A WE DO NOT HAVE ANY INFORMATION THAT HE ENGAGED I

" ANY ACTIVITIES WHICK WE WOULD NOT PUT IN A LARGELY

RELIGIOUS CHARACTER EXCEPT THOSE THAT ARE PROPER, JUST
UNCLASSIFIED '
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BECAUSE A PERSON IS RELIGIOUS DOESN'T MEAN THEY CANNOT
HAVE POLITICAL BELIEFS AND ACTIVITIES AS WELL.

Q BUT ARE YOU AWARE OF MRS, JONES® STATEMENT THAT HE
DIDN'T BELIEVE IN RELIGION?

A I AM NOT PZRSONALLY AWARE OF THAT STATEMENT.
Q YOU DIDN'T READ THE TIMES ARTICLE ON IT?
A (INAUDIBLE)

Q WHEN YOUR CONSULAR OFFICERS AND THE PEOPLE IN THE
STATE DEPARTMENT HERE, ONE, READ THE LETTER FROM THE
PARENTS AND THEN READ THE AFFIDAVIT THAT WAS SENT I BE-
LIEVE IN JUNE OF LAST YEAR FROM THE WOMAN WHO HAD LEFT
THE SETTLEMENT =-- SHE MADE AN AFFIDAVIT IN SAN FRAKCISCO
THAT WAS SENT HERE ~-- WAS YOUR CONCLUSION BASED ON THOSE
VISITS THAT THERE WAS JUST NOTHING TO ANY OF THIS? I
MEAN, WHAT WAS THE FOSTURE OF THE STATE DE#ARTMENT AFTER

INVEST'IGAT ING THESE THINGS AND LOOKING AT THESE THINGS?

DID THEY JSUT FEEL THAT THESE PEOPLE ngaﬂs WRONG?

S e e e e e




y A THAT IS; BASIF“."Y THE CONCLUSION THAT W‘AM#. 10,

" 481 SAID, THE OFFICEXS WHO VISITED WERE NEVER ABLE, FROM
THEIR QN OBSERVATIONS AND JNVESTIGATION,¢T0 SUBSTANT IATE
THE KIND OF ALLEGATIONS THAT HAD BEEN MADE AND WERE IN-
PRESSED BY THE PHYSCIAL PROGRESS OF THE COMMUNITY IN A’

- SHORT TIME, NEVERTHELESS, THEY CONTINUED TO EE UNEASY
AND CONCERNED ABOUT THE ATMOSPHERE THEY ENCOUNTERED, AND
BY,IHE RECURRENCE OF ALLEGATIONsnABOUTIWRONG-DOING IN THE
COMMUNITY,

70 GIVE YOU MORE INFORMATION ON THIS, WE HAVE TALKED ALSO,
THE CONSULAR OFFICER TALKED WITH PEOPLE WRO HAD LEFT THE

UNCLASSIFIED
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CONMUNITY, AFZER THEY LEFT H COMMUNITY. LET HE €0

OVER THOSE COUPLE OF CASES THAT WE HAD. IN ONE CASE
THERE WAS A PERSON WHO LEFT THE COMHUNITY AND WENT TO THE
GUYANESE POLICE AT MATTHEWS RIDGE, WHICH IS ABOUT 22
MILES FROM THE COMMUNITY.

THE CONSULAR OFFICER THERE WENT TO MATTHEWS

RIDGE TO INTERVIEW THIS PERSON TOGETHER WITH THE GUYANESE
PCL ICE OFFICER,

INITIALLY, THE INDIVIDUAL COMPLAINED TO GUYANESE AUTHOR-
ITIES THAT HE HAD BEEN FORCED 10 DO KARD LABOR. WHEN
INTERVIEWED SUBSEQUENTLY BY THE U.S. AID GUYANESE AUTHGR-
ITIES, HOWEVER, HE DEMIED THIS AND SAID HE OKLY WANTED

THE PEOPLES TEMPLE TO REPATRIATE HIM TO CALIFORNIA, THE
CONSULAR OFFICER PASSED THE REQUEST TO THE PEOPLES

TENPLE; THE PEOPLES TEMFLE AGREED 10 REPATRIATE THE IN-
DIVIDUAL TO THE UNITED STATES; THE GUYANESE INMIGRATION
SERVICE OFFICIALS CONFIRNED THAT HE DEPARTED SHORTLY
THEREAFTER, 0

#




! THERE WAS ANOTHER pzilip 4HO LEFT THE SECT, OIE ‘l'so
" JHO HAD BEEW RESIDENT 1N GEGRGETONN, AS YOU KNOW, THEY
H4D AW OFFICE IN GEORGETGHN -~ STILL DO, I GUESS, S WELL
45 THE UP-COUNTRY ONE; SHE TOLD THE EBASSY SHE WISHED T0
RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES, BUT THE PEOFLES TEMPLE WAS
HOLDING HER PASSPCRT, THE ENBASSY ISSUED HER A NEW PASS-
AT AID ASSISTED HER I HAKING ARRANGIENTS TO LEAVE.
AY ENBASSY OFFICER WHO HAPPENED T0 BE TRAVELING ON THE
SANE FLIGHT ACCOMPANIED HER OUT OF THE COUNTRY. S0 EVEN

JITH PEOPLE WHO WERE ALREADY LEAVING, WE DID NOT GET ANY
| UNCLASSIFIED
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CONFIRMATION OF THE SORT OF ALLEGATIONS THAT WE WERE GET-
TING IN THE MAIL, '
AND YOU ALSO RECALL THAT VE WERE GETTING A LOT OF SAYING
THESE ALLEGATIONS WERE NOT TRUE.

Q@ ON THIS SECOND ONE THAT YOU.JUST REFERRED T0 -- ]
JON'T KRN0 IF YOU READ THE POST THIS HORNING, BUT IT RE-
PUBLISHES AN AFFIDAVIT FRON A WOMAN IN VHICH SHE MAKES
A LARGER NUMBER OF VERY SPECIFIC ALLEGATIONS OF ABUSE AlD
ALSO I BELIEVE THANKS RICKARD MCCOY FOR HIS ASSISTANCE,
BUT SHE DID NOT REPEAT ANY OF THESE ALLEGATIONS TO HIM --

A SHE DID NOT,

Q -- AT THE TIME?

e e twewe— - L
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1 JUST. TO CLARIFY ONE THING: DID YOU EVER ASK MCCOY

[ A~ AT THE TINE,

VHETHER HE EVER SPECIFICALLY ASKED THESE PEOPLE WHETHER
THEY WERE BEING TERRORIZED IN ANY WAY?

A WHAT HE SAID IS THAT WHEN KE WAS OUT -IN THE FIELD
WITH TRESE PEOPLE, HE WOULD ASK THEN ABOUT WHATEVER THE
ACCUSATION WAS THAT VE HAD RECEIVED ON THE IKDIVIDUAL.

I WEAN THE ACCUSATIONS HAVE VARIED, VE HAVE RECEIVED A
LOT OF MAIL. SOME ARGUE THAT THEY ARE NOT BEING ALLOWED

T0 LEAVE OR THAT THEY ARE BEING ABUSED IN OKE WAY OR
ANOTHER., HE WOULD ASK THEM, I DARE SAY, THAT THERE HAD |

BEEN A REPGRT OR A LETTER OR SONEONE VAS CONPLAINING THAT
THIS PERSON WAS ABUSED IN THAT VAY, WHATEVER WAY IT WaS,
AND IN EVERY CASE THEY SAID IT WAS NOT TRUE,
\
@ UR. BUSHVELL, DID HCCOY EVER FILE ANY REPORIS TO
VASHINGTON OTHER THAN THE SPECIFICS OF THESE INTERVIEVS?
UNCLASSIFIED
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ANY OVERALL IMPRESSIONS GIVING AN ASSESSMENT OF HOW HE .
VIEVED THE SETTLEMENT, POSITIVELY OR NEGATIVELY? |

A1 AM NOT AVARE OF ANY GENERAL ASSESSWENT OF THAT.

I THINK HE DID SENT REPORTS BACK ON KIS VISITS, VHETHER
THAT WOULD BE A GENERAL ASSESSNENT OR NOT, .I DON'T XNO

JUST HOW fou WOULD CHARATERIZEIII.

Q "IN VIEV OF THE FACT THAT CONGRESSMAN RYAN'S DELEGA-

TION IS REPORTED TO HAVE HAD A RATHER FAVORAELE FIRST M-
PRESSION OF THE JONESTOWN SETTILEMENT, IS IT CONSIDERED

LIKELY, PROBABLE, OR POSSIBLE HERE THAT THE OPPRESSIVE
CONDITIONS, LET ME SAY, COULD, HAVE BEEN HIDDEN FROM YOUR
CONSULAR OFFICERS?

- e e e
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" k. L UOULD HAVE TO.SAY THAT IN VIEW OF THE SyR5EQUENT
" EVENTS WHICH HAVE NSII!APPENED, 1T 15 08VI0US THY THEY
DID NOT KNOy OF EVERYTHING THAT WAS GOING ON IN THAT COM-
NUNITY, 1 WOULD SAY THAT CONSULAR OFFICERS AROUND THE
WORLD CERTAINLY DO NOT KN EVERYTHING THAT IS GOING ON
[N HOST COMUNITIES /ROUKD THE WORLD. ALL THAT VE CAN
D0 IS MAKE THE BEST EFFORTS OF TRYING T0 FIND IF THERE
RE VIOLATIONS OF THE RIGHTS OF AERICANS AID LAVS THAT
/RE BELIG VIOLATED, THE CONSULAR SERVICE OF THE UNITED
STATES 1S NOT INHERENTLY AN INVESTIGATIVE CRGANIZATION.

Q. MIGKT I FOLLOV THAT?

A ONE MCRE HERE. '

' THERE ARE REPORTS ALSO THAT SOME PEOPLE WERE BEING
HELD THERE IN WHAT WAS DESCRIBED AS DEPLORABLE LIVING
UNCLASSIFIED
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'CONDITIONS IN ONE SPECIFIC HUT OR BUILDING, DO YOU BAVE

INFORMAT ION ABOUT THAT AT ALL?

A THIS WAS A NEW COLONY OUT IN THE JUNGLE. THE LIVING
CONDITIONS WERE' RUGGED AND SEVERE., I THINK THERE IS NO
QUESTION ABOUT THAT. FROM THE VISITS OF THE CONSULAR
OFFICERS, HE DID NOT FIND ANYTHING INCONSISTENT WITH THAT.

Q' ] MEAN SINCE THE ATROCITIES HAVE OCCURRED.

A "OUR LIMITED COMMUNICATION HAS NOT MADE IT POSSIBLE
FOR US TO GO INTO THAT SORT OF DETAIL WHAT THE FACILITIES
WERE,

Q MR. BUSHMELL, ONE LAST QUESTION: YESTERDAY 'IN THE
BRIEFING, THE TRANSCRIPT YESTERDAY, HAS REFERENCE TO ONE

OF THE LETTERS YOU GOT FROM PARENTS, I BELIEVE IT WAS, THAT
REFERRED TO INFORMATION ABOUT A REPORTED SUICIDE PACT;

AND YOU SAID, "WELL, I DIDN'T NOTICE THAT." I WOULD ASK,
FIRST OF ALL, HAVE YOU NOTICE IT IN REREADING IT? AND
SECONDLY, WHY DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT REFER TO THIS IN

THE TRANSCRIPT AS THE "GUYANA INCIDENT?" 'DOESN'T IT SEEM
TO BE MORE THAN INCIDENTAL? 53




B CATER: THE TRAZZERIFT ALSO REVEALS THE woiE!SMURDER,"
< 1T REVEALS A NUMBER OF OTHER THINGS, THAT WORD WAS USED

ONCE, AID WE REFERRED TO IT RATHER GRAPRICALLY IN THAT
TRANSCRIPT, THERE IS A GREAT DEAL MORE THAN THAT.

@ . RIGHT, WHAT ABOUT THE SUICIDE PACT, HODDING?

A R, CARTER: I THINK THERE WERE, IN FACT, SUGGES-

T1085 IN SOME LETTERS THAT SUCH A THING WAS THERE, LET

NE SAY ONE OTHER THING ABOUT THE LETTERS BECAUSE I ASKED

JUST TO GET A RECORD ON THIS, WE RECEIVED, ROUGHLY 1209
UNCLASSIFIED |
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LETTERS ON THE SUBJECT OF THE PEOPLES TEMPLE, OF THAT
NBBER, SONEUHERE AROUND 60 TO 70 PERCENT WERE FAVORABLE--
60 T0 70 PERCENT, NOW LET NE TELL YOU HORE ABOUT THE VAY

o HOY MUCH?

MR, CARTER: SIXTY T0 SEVENTY PERCEMT. I WANT T0 TELL

YOU SOMETHING ABOUT LETTERS ON SUBJECTS LIKE THIS, I
THINK SOME OF YOU SITTING OUT KERE KNOW HOW THEY ARE DONE.
WE GET A LOT OF CAMPAIGN MAIL, HIMEOGRAPHED, ALL SAYING
THE SAME THING, ALL SUGGESTING THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN IN-
SPIRED BY SOMEBODY ELSE, A GREAT DEAL OF THE LETTERS
THAT CAME TN THE CATEGORY OF SUPPORTIVE WERE IN THAT
VRIETY. & NUWBER OF THE LETTERS, THE LARGEST SINQLE
1ASS OF LETTERS THAT VE GOT, VHICH WERE SPEAKING 1t WAYS
WHICH WERE ANTAGONISTIC, SUGGESTING THESE TERRIBLE THINGS

l\_ WERE HAPPENING, CONCERNED ONE PART?CULAR FAMILY SITUATION




.

~3’ii§vﬁuvaué~a CHILD == AND I DON'T KNOW HOW FAR I@FALLY
" oan 60 on 1u1s-ove SWick, I FacT, vewT Fom‘mm
SONE'LEGAL ACTION TAKEW BY THE FAMILY IN THE ATTENPT T0
HAVE THE CHILD RETURNED. SOME OF THAT MALL WAS ALSO
CAIPAIGH NAIL ON BEKALF OF THE FAMILY. THERE WERE LEGAL
STEPS TAKEN,

NOT ALL OF THE SUPPORTIVE LETTERS WERE CAMPAIGN MAIL;

THAT 1S, THEY WERE THE ONES WRITTEN FRON.PEOPLE SAYING,
"yHY IS IT YOU WON'T RELEASE ALL THE GOOD THINGS ABOUT
THIS WONDERFUL PLACE THAT IS BEING PERSECUTED?™ SIMILARLY,
THERE WERE LETTERS THAT CANE OUT IN THE MINGRITY SUGGEST-
ING THE BAD THINGS,

@  HODDING, IF I COULD FOLLOW UP --
UNCLASSIFIED
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O SO HOW DOES THAT COMPARE WITH THE MAIL YOU GET ON
THE MIDDLE EAST OR ANY OTHER MAJOR SUBJECT?

MR. CARTER: I WILL TELL YOU THAT.

SUE?

MISS HAUFE: 'FROM JANUARY THROUGH AUGUST OF THIS YEAR --
PRIMARILY, MARCH THROUGH JUNE,

MR, CARTER: HOW DO YOU COMPARE THAT, SAY, TO CAMPAIGHN
0R OTHER MAIL ON A SUBJECT SUCH AS THE MIDDLE EAST, THOSE

1209 LETTERS?

MISS HAUFE: IT'WAS A LITILE HEAVIER THAN THE MAIL ON THE
MIDDLE EAST DURING THAT PERICD, |

MR, CARTER: IN THAT PERIOD,

MISS HAUFE: YES. ’,5‘)




Y VAS THERE ANY ‘JECT WHICK RECEIVED MORE‘
. SPONDENCE IN THAT TINE PERIOD?

MISS HAUFE: I DON'T BELIEVE 50,

MR, CARTER: SUE, YOU JIGHT WANT TO CHECK THAT,

i

MISS HAUFE: I WILL CHECK THAT..

MR, CARTER: BECAUSE IT SEEMS TO ME I CAN RECALL GETTING,
FOR INSTANCE 280 LETIERS IN A WEEX ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS.
CONDITION IN NICARAGUA. WHETHER THAT IS SUSTAINED OR
NOT, YOU KNOW, I THINK VE WOULD HAVE TO -- JANUARY
THROUGH AUGUST WAS THE PERI0D,

UNCLASSIFIED
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Q  HODDING, IT WAS WELL KNOWN ON THE PACIFIC COAST

'THAT JONES, BY CRDERING HIS TROOPS, HIS FLOCK, COULD

PRODUCE UP TO 590 LETTERS A NIGHT, WHEN I WENT TO THE
PEOPLES TEMFLE IN 1972 I GOT 125 LETTERS IN THREE DAYS
AND THEY WERE DELIVERED BY OFFICERS OF MEKDOCINO COUNTY.
HOW CAN YOU, THEREFORE, PUT ANY CREDENCE IN THESE LETTERS
70 JONES, SEEING THAT THEY WERE ENGINEERED BY JONES HIM-
SELF?

A LES, 1 UNDERSTAND THERE ARE A NUMBER OF POLITICANS
THAT ARE VERY RESPONSIVE TO CANPAIGN MAIL ON SUBJECTS
RANGING FROM THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES WHICH ARE ENGINEERED
AND VERY WELL ORCHESTRATED, RIGHT ON THROUGH, AND ARE FCRM
LET&ERS WHICH ARE PRODUCED BY VERY WELL-FINANCED OPERA-
TIONS WHICH ARE IN BUSINESS JUST FOR THAT, THAT 15 A

%

FAIRLY NORMAL -~
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RESULT OF THE PAANA CANAL TREATIES,

A I IS A FAIRLY NORMAL PROCEDURE IN AMERICA T0DAY
UTILIZED BY & NWIBER OF PEOPLE, AD I THINK YOU KHov 4
LOT OF THEM VERY VELL,

f

(THE GUYANA BRIEFING CONCLUDED AT APFROXIMATELY 12:45) CHRISTOPHER
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