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RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL OFFICES, NOVEMBER 20, .1978;

TAMPA TEL CALL TO SAN FRANCISCO, NOVEMBER 28, 1978. ‘@,)
. . ]
ON NOVEMBER 28, 1978, i

TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THAT HE W

A FORMER, EARLY MEMBER OF THE PEOPLES' TEMPLE AND KNEW JINM .
JONES WHEN HE WAS IN INDIANAPOLES, IND., IN THE LATE 1950'S, bic
DICKSON WANTED TO Mséuss THIS MATTER WITH THE FBI, BUT

ADVISED HE WAS BEING INTERVIEWED BY THE MEDIA NOVEMBER 20,
1978, AND WOULD BE AVAILABLE NOVEWBER 21, 1978CW) /{,

ON NOVEMBER 21, 1978 FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING
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PAGE TWO TP 89-79 UNCLAS
INFORMAT TNz \\)

JONES FIRST CAME INTO LOCAL PROMINENCE IN INDIANAPOLIS,
IND., IN 1958 OR 1959 AS A CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST, MINISTER/FAITH
HEALER. WAS THEN A LICENSED MINISTER, WITH NO CHURCH, bc
AND EMPLOYED FULLTIME AS ASSISTANT EDITOR, "FORTVILLE TRIBUNE,"
FORTVILLE, mn.@)

i BY MID-1955, JONES® ACTIVITIEé, INCLUDING FAITH HEALING,,

PREACHING OF NONVIOLENCE AND COMMUNAL LIVING, WERE WIDELY
PUBLICIZED, JONES BEGAN TO DEVELOP AN EFFECTIVE ORGANIZATION
WHICH INCLUDED SOME WEALTHY AND® INFLUENTIAL PERSONS WHO LENT
THEIR NAMES AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT. JONES IMPRESSED MOST PEOPLE
WITH AN EXCELLENT SPEAKING ABILITY, CROUPLED WITH TREMENDOUS
PERSONAL MAGNETISM. ‘HE GAINED A 'REPUTATION AS A CHANPION OF
THE MINORITIES, POOR AND OLD, HE CONVINCED MANY PEOPLE T0

MAKE SIZEABLE FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS T0 HIS CAUSE, AND HE

USED THE MON?Y TO BUY OLD BUILDINGS AND THEREAFTER ALLEGEDLY
CONVERTED THEM TO NURSING HONEé, MOST OF WHICH WERE DETERMINED
TO BE DEFINITELY SUBSTANDARD. HE GOT AROUND LABOR LAWS BY
USING ALL "VOLUNTEER"™ STAFFS SELECTED FROM HIS FOLLOWING, .
MANY OF WHOM WERE NOT. NECESSARILY QUALIFIED. ng




PAGE THREE TP 89-79 UNCLAS
JONES WAS APPOINTED AS THE CITY'S CIVIL RIGHTS DIRECTOR
AND USED THAT POSITION TO SPREAD KIS INFLUENCE FURTHER.\W

BECAME MORE AND MORE INVOLVED IN JONES' wIc
ORGANIZATION AND WAS MADE AN "ASSOCIATE MINISTER™ AND THEN WAS

APPOINTED TO THE " CROUNCIL :OF ELDERS," WHICH PURPORTED TO BE

THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE SECT, BUT WHICH WAS, IN FACT, A .

"RUBBER STAMP" FOR JONES.. NO MATTER HOW OUTRAGEOUS AN IDEA

JONES WOULD ADVOCATE, THE COUNCIL OF ELDERS WOULD ALREADY

HAVE ‘BEEN PRIMED TO SET FORTH THAT PROPOSAL AS THEIR OWN,

THEREBY GIVING JONES THE POWER TO DO ALMOST ANYTHING HE WISHED,

THE COUNCIL WAS AL SO USED AS A COERCIVE FORCE WHICH wAS

EMPLOYED 'IN AN INQUISITION-LIKE MANNER TO THREATEN-OR OTHERWISE

INTIMIDATE POTENTIAL "DESERTERS™ OR GROUP DISSIDENTS. JONES

WOULD FREQUENTLY. FLY INTO A RAGE, WHEN QUESTIONED, AND BECOME

VERBALLYIASSAULTIVE TOWARD THE QUESTIONER. INITIALLY, THIS

MAY HAVE BEEN A TACT IC EMPLOYED TO KEEP QUESTIONS TO A MININMUM;

HOWEVER, THE RAGES BECAME INCREASINGLY REAL AS JONES'

ORGANIZATION GREW.Q?Q *
JONES' MESSAGES TO HIS FOLLOWERS BECAME MORE ANTI-ESTABLISE-

MENT AND CONTAINED MORE AND STRONGER REFERENCES TO HINSELF AS (g)
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PAGE ‘FOUR TP 89-79 UNCLAS
A ‘"PROPHET OF GOD,"™ AND THERE WERE TINES WHEN IT APPEARED

+ THAT HE CANME VERY CLOSE TO PROCLAIMING HIMSELF AS GOD. JONES

HAD MANY BOOKS ON SOCIALISN AND WARXISN WHICH HE READ HIMSELF
AND WOULD RECOMMEKD TO .OTHERS. ‘HE ALSO ISSUED DIRE THREATS
TO ANYONE WHO LEFT, OR EVEN CONSIDERED LEAVING, THE GROUP
SUCH' AS PUBLICLY PROCLAIMING THEY WOULD DROP DEAD OF A HEART
ATTACK OR BE STRUCK BY LIGHTNING OR SOME OTHER TRAGIC END. '

STATED THAT BY ABOUT EARLY 1968, THE THREATS, FEAR-

MONGERING AND DEWANDS FOR MONEY BECAME THE GREATER PART OF
JONES' "VESSAGE,” AND MANY OF THE MORE PROMINENT AND/OR WEALTHY
FOLLOWERS WITHDREW THEIR SUPPORT, AND FORE GOVERNNENTAL
AGENCIES BEGAN QUESTIONING KIS OPERATIONS., W)

[ |nDVISED THAT JONES WAS ALWAYS KNOWN TO TAKE

LARGE QUANTITIES OF "MEDICATION," AND IT IS BELIEF

 THAT SOME OF THE "MEDICINE™ WAS MORPHINE, ALTHOUGH HE NEVER

HAD ANY PROOF, AND HE CANNOT CONCLUSIVELY STATE THAT THE
INCREASE OF "MEDICATION" HAD ANY DIRECT RELATIONSHIP WITH
JONES' CHANGE IN APPROACH AND "WILDER" MESSAsEskjﬁ) ’

IT WAS AT THIS POINT, IN APPROXIMATELY 1961, THE DATES
UNKNOWN, THAT JONES, ‘ALONG VITH HIS WIFE, MARCIE <Pxonsrxc%iAqJ
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PAGE FIVE TP 89-79 UNCLAS
AND A FEW OTHER COUPLES WENT ;10 AN*UNKHO?& LOCATION IN SOUTH -
AMERICA. SUBSEQUENT TO THIS SOUTH AMERICAN TRIP, JONES ;
RETURNED TO INDIANAPOLIS BY WAY OF HAWAIL. UPON JONES® " mzmoor
RETURN, HE RENEWED HIS.EFFORTS TO GATHER A FOLLOWING AND
RALLIED SOME 260 TO 308 SUPPORTERS WHO SOLD EVERYTKING THEY
HAD, TURNED OVER THE MONEY TO JONES, AND THEREAFTER A
ACCOMPANIED HINM TO CALIFORNIA. [ |STATED HE BELIEVED . |
THE GROUP FIRST WENT TO A SMALLER AREA, SUCH AS EUREKA OR
UKIAK OR"SOME ‘AREA THAT SOUNDS LIKE ONE OF THOSE, AND THEREAFIER
PROCEEDED TO THE SAN FRANCISCO AREA. QHJ

C STATED HE 'HAD HAD ‘A BITTER ARGUNENT WITH JONES, - igc
PRIOR TO THE SOUTH AMERICAN TRIP, AND LEFT JONES' GROUP ALONG

WITH A FEW OTHERS, WHO HAD ALSO BEGUN DOUBTING JONES'
VERACITY AtD MOTIVES. W)

SAID JONES HAS HAD SEVERAL MISTRESSES IN

ADDITION TO HIS LEGAL WIFE, MARCIE. HE HAS A NATURAL SON,
STEVE, BY HIS WIFE' AND AN ADOPTED BLACK SON, JOHNNIE. JONES

ADVOCATED NONVIOLENCE, BUT MAINTAINED SOME FIREARMS HIMSELF
AS DID MANY OF HIS CLOSEST FOLLOWERS, MOST OF WHOM COULD BE
BEST DESCRIBED AS "YES msus'iélv
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PAGE SIX TP €9-79- UNCLAS
DESCRIBED JONES AS HAVING THE "SENSES OF A

_ SUCCESSFUL CON MAN," WHICH, COUPLED WITH HIS PERSONAL
‘MAGNETISM, HAD THE COMBINED EFFECT OF ENABLING JONES 710
CONVINCE OTHERS TO DO ANYTHING FOR HIM, N0 MATIER HOW DIS

TASTEFUL. LIKENED JONES TO CHARLES MANSON IN KIS

EFFECT 0N HIs FoLLowers. (U]
EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT JONES' DEATH, MORE THAN
THE CIRCUMSTANCES SWRROUNDING IT, BECAUSE JONES' USUAL

PATTERN WAS TO STIR UP HIS FOLLOWERS AND THEN MOVE AWAY FROM |

THE SCENE PRIOR TO ANY VIOLENCE OCCURRING. (VQ b6
JONES' RIGHT HAND MAN IN INDIANAPOLIS WAS ARCHIE IAMES,

WHO MADE THE MOVE TO CALIFORNIA WITH JONES, AND WHO, THEREAFTER,

TELEPHONICALLY TRIED T0 PERSUADE 70 RETURN T0 THE

GROUP IN CAL IFORNIA. hDVISED THAT TO THE BEST OF HIS

RECOLLECT I0N, HIS LAST CONTACT WITH IAMES OR ANYONE ELSE IN

THE GROUP WAS APPROXIMATELY TEN YEARS AGO. l]l)

IT IS NOTED THAT THE PUBLISHED AN INTER-
VIEW WITH A COPY
OF WHICH WILL BE FORWARDED TO SAN FRANCISCO BY SEPARATE
COMMUNICATION ALONG WITH THE FD-382 OF ' S INIERVIEW.(ﬁj
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WAS ALSO INTERVIEWED, TELEPHONICALLY, BY AN

INDIANAPOLIS NEWSPAPER WHILE THE INTERVIEWING AGENTS WERE

rresent. (W]

1T 1S NOTED THAT HAS ADVISED THAT HE "MET REGULARLY"
VITH AN FBI AGENT FROM THE INDIANAPOLIS OFFICE DURING THE LATE

1950 S AND EARLY 1960'S, WHOSE NAME HE DOES HOT RECRALL, AND
FURNISHED THAT AGENT WITH CONIINUING INFORMATION ON THE

ACTIVITIES OF JIM JONES AND THE PEOPLES' TEMPLE. HAS ”
NOT MENTIONED THIS FB'I1 RELATIONSHIP IN ANY XNOWN INTERVIEW T0
DATE. (V/\] ‘ . '

AIRMAIL COPY BEING FURNISHED INDIANAPOLIS FOR INFORMATION,
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. \UV)
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