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1, MR, BUSHUELL: 1 JVE BEEN HANDLING THE TASK.gDRCE WHICH
¥ \-: | . \ . { '

/"VE HAVE SET UP OVER THE WEEKEND TO MANAGE ,&m SITuAT.JON TN

‘rGUYANA.

'

H]
4 1
i

[ HIGHT START BY TRYING IN VERY BROAD SWEEP TO GIVE YOU THE
SITUATION IN & PREPARED STATEMENT AND THEN I'LL RESPOND TO

YOUR GUESTIONS, THIS CAN ALL BE ON THE RECCRD..

JE (404 NOY THAT THERE HAS BEEN A GREAT CALAMITY IN GUYANA
INVOLVING A LARGE NUBER OF AMERICAN CITIZENS, THERE HAVE
BEEN COLDELOODED MURDERS AND APPARENTLY NANY SUICIDES,

YESTERDAY WE MANAGED TO EVACUATE THE INJURED FROM THE
UNCLASSIFIED
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ATTACKS ON THE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AT PORT KAITUMA.

TODAY OUR ATTERTION IS CONCENTRATED ON THE SITUATION IN
JONESTOWN, THE CENTER FOR THE PEOPLES TEMPLE .IN GUYANA.

THE ENTIRE SITUATION 1S COMPLICATED BY THE VERY LARGE
LOGIST ICAL ‘PROBLEMS, .JONESTOWN IS ABOUT 158 NILES FROM
GECRGETOWN, THE CAPITAL, BY AIR. THERE ARE ONLY A COUPLE
OF VERY SMALL DIRT STRIPS IN THE AREA, AND THEY ARE SEVERAL
MILES FROM THE COMPOUND ON THE CENIER OF JONESTOWN ITSELF.

THIS MORNING THE SITUATION WAS FURTHER COMPLICATED BY

TORRENTIAL RAINS. WE EXPECT SHORTLY TO HAVE OFFICIAL AMERI-D

CAN PERSONNEL 'IN JONESTOJN, IN FACT, I'VE'JUST TALKED TO ’
THE AMBASSADOR IN GEORGETOWN AND HE BELIEVES THAT SOME i
AMER'ICAN PERSONNEL HAVE NOW ARRIVED IN JONESTOWN; AND WE
HOPE‘WITHINVA COUPLE 0% HOURS TO HAVE ADEQUATE RADIO COM-~ .} B
MUNICAT ION WFTH THEM, WE DO HOT HAVE THAT AT THE NMOMENT,




N

-

A}

A

AT THE MOMENT VE HAU'THE INFORMATION PASSED 10 ‘JR EMBASSY
BY TH& GUYANESE POLICE WHO ENTERED JONESTOWN LAST NIGHT.

~ THIS IS FRAGNENTARY AND INCOMPLETE BUT INDICATES A NUMBER

OF DEAD CLRRENTLY ESTIMATED BY THE GUYANESE PCLICE AT ABOUT
409,

THROUGHOUT THIS NCIDENT, THE GOVERNIENT OF GUYANA HAS BEEN
COOPERATING FULLY WITH US. THUS FAR ALL THE REPORTS 1DI-
CATE THAT THE INCIDENTS ONLY IWOLVE AMERICANS.. OF COURSE,
MAJGR CRIVES HAVE BEEN COMMITTED IN GUVANESE TERRITORY AND .
THAT GOVERNIENT RECOGNIZES 115 RESPONSIBILITIES IN THIS

AREA,

EARLY ON IN THIS CRISIS, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNUENT OFFER-
UNCLASSIFIED
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ED WHATEVER ASSISTANCE MIGHT BE NEEDED TO THE GUYANESE
GOVERMMENT , GIVEN THE MAGNITUDE OF THE PROBLEM,. THE
GUYANESE GOVERMAENT HAS ASKED US FOR ASSISTANCE, PARTICU-

LARLY IN THE FIELD OF TRANSPORTATION, AND WE ARE MAKING UR-
GENT ARRANGEMENTS TO INTRODUCE MILITARY HELECOPTERS INTO

THE AREA. WE ARE ALSO SUPPLYING A NUMBER OF OTHER NOM-

LETHAL ITEMS, SUCH AS RADI0S, TO THE GUYANESE POLICE AND
SECUR ITY FORCES OPERATING IN THE JONESTOWN AREA.

ALTHOUGH A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF AMERICAN -- LARGELY MILI-
TARY -- PERSONNEL WILL BE INVOLVED IN THE SUPPORT OPERATION,

AT THIS POINT THE PRINARY LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR BRING-
NG THOSE WHO ARE GUILTY TO JUSTICE REMAINS WITH THE GUYAN-

ESE GOVERNMENT, AS I HAVE SAID, THEY ARE COOPERATING FULLY
WITH US AND HAVE FORMED THIS MORNING A CABINET-LEVEL COM-
MITTEE 70 COORDINATE THEIR EFFORTS IN THIS VERY UNFORTUNATE
SITUATION THAT HAS OCCURRED ON THEIR TERRITORY,




e
@ CcouLp YOU SAY -- YR CONMENT ABOUT THE HAJCR-AQIMES

MITTED AND THE GUYANESa GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES ITS RE-
SPONSIBILITY -- DO YOU MEAN BY THAT THAT YOU HAVE HAD DIS-

- CUSSIONS WITH THEM REGARDING THE EXTRADITION OF ANY OF
THESE PEOPLE UNDER THE TREATY THAT WE HAVE WITH GUYANA?

A WE HAVE NOT AT THIS POINT HAD ANY DISCUSSIONS ON EXTRA-

i DITION, THE EVIDENCE =- THE FACTS THAT WE HAVE -- I WOULD-
. N'T CALL IT "EVIDENCE™ AT THIS POINT -- THE FACT THAT VE

HAVE INDICATED THAT CRINES SUCH AS MURDER HAVE TAKEN PLACE
IN GUYANA. THESE ARE CRIMES IN GUYANA; THEY. ARE NOT CRIVES
IN THE UNITED STATES, AMD INITIALLY THIS WOULD .INVOLVE |
TRIAL UNDER THE GUYANESE LAW AND PROCEDURES, AND THEY ;
RECOGNIZE THAT SITUATION, :

IT IS CONCEIVAEBLE THAT THERE ARE CRINMES THAT HAVE
UNCLASSIFIED
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TAKEN FLACE IN THE UNITED STATES, PARTICULARLY IWOLVING
SUCH ISSUES AS CONSPIRACY, THAT QUESTION IS UIDER IMESTI-
GHTION BY OUR LAY ENFORCENENT AUTHORITIES, CONCEIVABLY,
THAT COULD RESULT AT SOME POINT IN A REQUEST FOR EXTRADI-
TI04, BUT THAT 1S A HORE UNCERTAIN SITUATION THAN THE
SITUATION WE HAVE ON THE GROUND THERE TODAY,

Q. I WANT TO FOLLOW UP THAT POINT SPECIFICALLY
|
BECAUSE MR, HOLSINGER, WHO I UNDERSTAKD IS AN AIDE TO THE

LATE CONGRESSYAN RYAN, HAS ALREADY CHARGED THAT. THE STATE
DEPIRTHENT IGHRED REQUESTS =~ GR, RATHER, THAT THE GUYAMAN
GOVERNIENT IGNORED US COURT ORDER REGUESTS THAT JONES BE
 EXTRADITED, DO YOU.KNOH ANYEHING ABOUT THAT AT ALL1

H




—

\

. A TOUY RIGILEDGE,@yERE VAS 0T AN OFFICIAL r.ua’sr

-" COMMUNICATED IN THE NORMAL WAY FOR THE EXTRADITION OF JONES
FROM GUYANA. I WOULD SAY. ON THIS SUBJECT THAT THERE HAVE
BEEN A NUWBER OF LEGAL PROELEMS WHICH HAVE ARISEN IN THE
INTERFACE BETWEEN LARGE NUMBERS OF AMERICANS AND THZ GUY-
ANESE SYSTEM. THESE HAVE PARTICULARLY INVOLVED THE CUSTODI-
ANSHIP OF CHILDREN WHO WERE 'IN THE COLONY IN GUYANA WHERE
ONE OR ANOTHER PARENT OR RELATIVE VISHED TO CLAIM THEM.
ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN IN SOME OF THESE CASES IN GUYANESE
COURTS, AND THIS HAS BEEN AN ISSUE OF SOME DISCUSSION FROM

TIME T0 TIME -- CERTAINLY BETWEEN OUR EMBASSY AND THE
GUYANESE AUTHORITIES -- BUT I KNOW OF NO FORMAL EXTRADITION
REQUEST HAVING BEEN MADE FOR MR. JONES.

b

0. MR. HOLSINGER ALSO SAID, MR. BUSHNELL, YESTERDAY | :
THAT CONGRESSMAN RYAN WAS VERY CONCERNED AND HAD COMPLAINED | ‘
10 HIS STAFF THAT THE 1INF0RMATION COMING FROM OUR ENMBASSY
THERE WAS INADEQUATE -- Y‘THAT HE WAS GETTING LESS THAN THE

IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS THAT HE WAS REQUESTING BASED UPON REPORTS
UNCLASSIFIED
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FROM HIS CONSTITUENTS THAT THEY HAD RELATIVES WHO WERE BEING
HEL INVOLUNTARILY IN THE ENCAMPMENT. \

A LET ME JUST SAY THAT THE CONSULAR SECTION OF OUR

EMBASSY HAS MADE REGULAR VISITS TO JONESTOWN IN ORDER TO

PROVIDE CONSULAR SERVICES. BECAUSE OF THE SUBSTANTIAL

VOLUNE OF REQUESTS WHICH THEY HAD FROM AMERICAN-CITIZEN

FAMILY MEMBERS SUGGESTING THAT MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILY

WERE BEING HELD IN JONESTOWN AGAINST THEIR WILL, THEY

TRIED IN THESE CASES, WHERE THIS WAS BROUGHT TO THEIR AT-

TENTION, TO HAVE PRIVATE FACE~TO-FACE DISCUSSIONS WITH

THESE PEOPLE IN JONESTOVN. THEY HAD A LARGE NUYBER, A

SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER -- I DON'T HAVE AN EXACT FIGURE <~ OVER {
THE COURSE OF THE LAST MANY MONTHS OF SUCH DISCUSSIONS. ‘
THEY DID NOT FIND ANY CASE WHERE MEETING FACE TO FACE WITH

THE PERSON IN JONESTOWN THAT THAT PERSON INDICATED THEY

WERE BEING HELD THERE ANY WAY AGAINST THEIR VILL.

WHAT THEY FOUND WAS REPORTED BACK TO THE CONCERNED FAMILY q
MEMBERS,




~'IT 0BVIOUSLY WAS NOT @ISSIBLE, GIVEN THE REMOTE&“‘S OF

" JONESTOUN AND OUR LINITED CONSULAR STAFF AkD SO FORTH, T0
ALUAYS RESPOND AS RAPIDLY AS CONCERNED FAMILY MEMBERS "

" WIGHT LIKE NOR WITH AS MUCH DETAIL AS THEY MIGHT LIKE;
BUT T THINK THAT IN THE CASES ON WKICK VE WERE IDE WIARE
uE CONSULAR OFFICERS DID HAVE FACE-TO-FACE CONTACT I8
JONESTOUN WITH THE INVOLVED FAMILY MEWBERS.

o, MR, BUSHNELL, IS THERE ANYBODY LEFT ALIVE IN

GUYANA TO EXTRADITE -~ ACCORDING TO THE REPORTS YOU'VE
HAD?

5 THERE ARE CERTALNLY A NUNBER OF PEOPLE WKO HAVE
:  UNCLASSIFIED
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BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH THE PEOPLES TEMPLE COLONY THERE WHO
ARE STILL ALIVE, THERE ARE A SMALL NUMBER WHO ‘HAVE AT
THIS POINT MADE THEIR WAY INTO GEORGETOWN AND THERE ARE
SOME OTHERS THAT HAVE MADE THEIR WAY TO0 VARIOUS -POLICE
POINTS IN REMOTE AREAS OF THE COUNTRY, WHETHER OR NOT

ANY OF THESE PEOPLE WERE INVOLVED IN ANY OF THE DEPLORABLE

CRIMINAL ACT.IONS, WE HAVE NO WAY OF KNOWING AT THIS TIME.
THE LAST REPORT THAT WE HAVE FROM THE GUYANESE POLICE -ON

THE GROUND .IN .JONESTOJN IS THAT THEY.DO NOT -- THEY HAVE
NOT FOUND ANY LIVING PERSONS THERE.

Q. WHAT ABOUT THE NINE THAT WERE SUPPOSEDLY ARRESTED?

A. I AM NOT AVARE OF SOME NUMBER OF NINE SUPPOSEDLY

ARRESTED., BUT THERE ARE A NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE COME
IN TO POLICE POSTS REMOTE FROM JONESTOWN, A NUMBER OF

MILES FROM JONESTOWN. THESE PEOPLE ARE UNDER POLICE

CUSTODY. AT THE MOMENT -~ IF WE WANT TO USE THE WORD

"CUSTODY" -- UNTIL THE SITUATION IS SORTED OUT. WHETHER
R NOT- ANY OF THEM ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY SORT OF CRIME
HAS CERTAINLY NOT YET BEEN DETERMINED.. THAT IS PRE-
SUMABLY BEING LOOKED AT IN SOME RESPECI.




NN
¥

THERE 15 ONE CASE Thga T MK OF -~ AID THERE gl UTHER
. 0ASES -~ VHERE THE GUYANESE AUTHORITIES HAVE Dmsb--az-
. RSED T0 AL0H AERTCAS ASUCTTED WL THE PEOPLE'S

TEAPLE 10 LEAVE THE COUNTRY BECAUSE OF THE FOTENTIAL
SUSPICION AT LEAST THAT THEY: WERE IWOLVED,

{

50 FAR S 1 KNOW, THERE I8 NO-ONE-YET ARRESTED CHARGED ~
UITH THE CRINE, .

UNCLASSIFIED
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BUSHNELL, MR. HCLSINGER SAID SOME OTHER THINGS TO
ERDAY. HE SAID THAT CONGRESSMAN RYAN HAD
IGATE THIS, BUT WAS ASSURED THERE VAS

Q HNR.
REPORTERS YEST

ASKED STATE T0 INVEST
AND HE SAID DIRECTLY THEY TOLD US EVERY-

NO CAUSE FOR ALARM
THING WAS FINE AMONG THE TEWPLE FOLLOWERS IN GUYANA; THEY

SAID 1T WAS A PRIVATE MATTER BETWEEN PRIVATE CITIZENS AKD

H
3

IRAN (SIC) SHOULD NOT GET INVOLVED,

A 1 THINK GIVEN THE LEVEL OF UNDERSTANDABLE ENOTION THAT

WE HAVE SURROUND
IN THE OPERATION CENTER A NU
O THE PHONE TO RELATIVES AND SO FORTH OVER THE LAST 48
HOURS, THERE ARE A LOT OF THINGS WHICH, FGRTUNATELY'I

MIGHT SAY, WE IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT DON'T BECOME 'INVOLVED
8UT IN THE SORT OF FAMILY TENSIONS THAT

ING THIS WHOLE ISSUE AND WE HAVE UPSTAIRS
MBER OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN

IN ALL THE TIME.
ARISE, IN THIS SORT OF SITUATION, THERE IS THE FEELING FRE-

QUENTLY THAT, ONE, THAT THE GOVERMENT, WHATEVER THE GOV-
D IN THIS CASE IT TENDS TO BE OUR EMBASSY IN

70 SATISFY ALL OF THE QUESTIONS, ALL

ERMMENT 1S, AN

GUYANA, IS NOT ABLE
OF THE ASPECT, THAT CONCERN FAMILY MEMBERS RAISED. 1

THINK THAT IS UNDERSTANDABLE. | !




I YOULD SAY THAT ws:ﬂgn A SERIES OF BRIEFINGS FOR THE CON-
GRESSHAN AND HIS T BEFORE HE MADE THIS mm,,.«wz POTNTED
OUT 10 HIN, ON THE ONE HAND, THATOUR CONSULAR OFFICERS HAD

555N REGULARLY VISITING JONESTOWN; NONE OF THEN HAD EVER

BEEN NOLESTED IN ANY WAY; THESE VISITS HAD BEEN OPEN; THAT |
THEY HAD BEEN ABLE TO TALK TO WHOEVER THEY UANTED 10, AS 1 |
INDICATED E/RLIER. NONETHELESS, WE POINTED OUT 1O KIN

IHAT IT VAS WELL KNON TO HIf, AS WELL AS TO US, THAT THE
CiP HAD ARWED GUARDS THAT IT WAS IN A VERY REHOTE AREA; |

VERY HARD TO REACH: THERE WAS NOT A SIGNIFICANT GUYANESE

LAY ENFORCEMENT PRESENCE IN THE AREA. NONETHELESS, I o
THINK THAT VE HAVE CERTAINLY FOUIDIT IN THE STATE DEPART- |
JENT VERY DIFFICULT TO SAY TO ANY CONGRESSMAN THAT HE | g
SHOULD NOT VISIT OTHER AMERICAN CITIZENS, PARTICULARLY

UNCLASSIFIED |
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THOSE WHO ARE HIS CONSTITUENTS, WHEREVER IN THE WORLD HE
MIGHT FIND THEM.

!

WE DID FEEL THAT BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN VISITED PERSONALLY BY

A NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO HAD LEFT THAT SETTLEMENT IN GUYANA
AND WHO HAD FIRST-HAND INFORMATION OF WHAT WENT ON THERE --

THEY HAVE ALSO VISITED US AND ‘GIVEN US EXPLANATIONS GIVEN ;

" 10 HIM -- THAT,. IN FACT, HE WAS AVARE OF THE SITUATION

THERE; AS AWARE OF SOME OF THE PLANS AND THE PROCEDURES
OF THIS GROUP OF PEOPLE; AS WE WERE.

WE DISCUSSED ALL THESE PROBLEMS WITH HIM AND HIS
STAFF IN DETAIL. WE POINTED OUT THE VERY REAL LIMITS OF

ANY AMERICAN EMBASSY ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD IN TERMS OF
SECURITY FOR VISITING PEOPLE, BUT WE HAD TO LEAVE, AND I
THINK IT WAS ?ROPEﬁ FOR US TO LéAVE TO HIM, THE CHOICE OF
WHETHER OR NOT HE MADE THE VISIT AND THE FINAL ARRANCGEMENTS
FOR DOING SO0,

. Q HAS THE DEPARTMENT MADE CONTACT WITH GARY AND LANE
AND HAS IT LEARNED ANYTHING FROM THEM OR ANYONE ELSE AS TO

WHAT SPARKED IT EXACTLY, WHAT WENT ON BEYOND WHAT WE HAVE
IN THE PRESS REPORTS? : [S(/




T VOULD SAY, TORE FERFECILY FRANK VITH YORgTHIS é
CYORNING SOUE OF OUR CONSLLAR OSFICERS I GEGRGETOVI TALKED |
FUR A0 HOUR D A BALF VITH IR, LAIE. THEY HAVE PREPARED

4 REPORT, VHICH IS AT THIS POINT RRIVING HERE. I HAVE

" \OT REWD 1T, BUT WE WAVE BEEN IN CONTACT, WE HAVE 0B
VIOUSLY SUBSTANTIAL PROELEMS AND WILL HAVE OF THE PRIVACY
ACT TN TERMS OF REVEALING WHAT IS IN THE CABLE TO THE PRESS
SR AF1ER VE HAVE LOOKED AT IT, BUT T UAY GIVE US SOME

40D ITIONAL INFORMATION,
UNCLASSIFIED
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| Q CAN YOU BE 4 LITTLE MORE SPECIFIC ON THE INTER-RELA-
TIbNSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES?

I¥ OTHER WORDS,, YOU SPOKE BEFCRE OF QUESTIONING. ARE
AMERICAN OFFICIALS OR WILL THEY BE PRESENT AT SUCH QUESTI-
ONING, PARTICIPATE? IT IS SORT OF A .JOINT INVESTIGATION?
R ARE YOU CONFIDENT THAT SOMEHOW, YOU XNOW, THEY ARE D OING
THE JOB AND YOU WILL HEAR ABOUT IT?

HOW INTER-RELATED OR HKOW INVOLVED IS THE U.S. GOVERN~
MENT IN THE INVESTIGATION? |

As THE BASIC RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE IKVESTIGATION AND,.
OF COURSE, THE BASIC CAPABILITY TO DO IT IS WITH THE GUY-
{  ANESE, WE HAVE OFFERRED ASSISTANCé OF VARIOUS SORTS..

THEY HAVE TAKEN US UP ON THE OFFER OF PARTICULARLY TRANS-
x PORT AND THINGS LIKE THIS. WE ANTICIPATE HAVING A NUMBER

OF LEGAL ATTACHES -- THOSE ARE ATTACHES OF THE FBI -- GO-
ING TO GUYANA AS SOON AS WE CAN ARRANGE IT. THESE ARE

PEOPLE THAT WOULD HAVE HAD EXPERTISE WITH THE SORT OF SIT-
UATION THAT HAS ARISEN THERE THAT COULD HELP THEM WITH IN-
TERVIEVING AND SO FORTH. | %




f =ty

F. HAVE IXDICATED THAT E WILL MAKE AVAILASLE LABH\-

TORY WORK AND OTHER S0niS OF THINGS LIKE THAT FROWwTLHE

i

. UNITED STATES,

AT THIS STAGE IN THE IWESTIGAT [0¥, VKICH 15 THE VERY
INITIAL STAGES, WE ARE ESSENTIALLY STAIDING OPE 10 FRO-
VIDE WHATEVER MIGKT BE USEFUL THAT THEY WOULD REQUIRE AND
UNTIL THE TIWESTIGATION ADVANCES VE VILL NOT KAOW PRECISE-
LY WHAT THEY WILL BE, |

Q MR, BUSHNELL, AT THIS POINT ARE YOU CLEAR AT ALL ON
UNCLASSIFIED
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HOW MANY ‘OF THE AMERICAN DEATHS THAT WERE REPORTED THIS
MORNING WERE SUICIDES AND HOW MANY WERE MURDERS?

WHAT. DO THE GUYANESE PCLICE REPORT TO YOUR PEOFLE?

A FRANKLY, WE ARE NOT CLEAR ON THAT UNTIL WE GET THE
REPGRTS FROM OUR OWN PEOPLE IN THAT AREA.

THE INITIAL REPORT THAT WE HAD INDICATED THAT AT

LEAST MANY OR MOST OF THE BODIES WHICH THEY HAD SEEN
SEEMED TO HAVE NO SIGNS OF EXTERNAL TRAWIA CR DAMAGE.
THAT, HOWEVER, WAS NOT A COMPLETE INVENTORY., I WOULD NOT
UANT TO RULE OUT THAT THERE ARE BODIES WITH THAT SIGN, BUT
AT LEAST THE INITIAL REPORT FROW THE PEOPLE INITIALLY

ARRIVING INDICATED THAT THE BODIES THAT THEY SEEW T0 BE
INSPECTING AND SEEING CLOSELY DID NOT HAVE ANY SIGNS OF

EXTERNAL DANAGE.

q THAT WOULD STILL LEAVE ABOUT 782 AMERICANS N¥OT AC-
COUNTED FOR.. THERE ARE 408 BODIES AND YESTERDAY YOU PEO-

I PLE SAID THERE WERE 1122 PEOPLE THERE.




r-

A L VANT TO STAY QUAY, IF VE CAl, MD I THIQT IS
- GOING 10 RALSE A LOT OF HOPES, PERHAPS UNNECESSARILY, I

- THIS COUNTRY WITH 00 MUCH OF A NUMBERSGANE.

\

OR ESTINATE OF 1100 ANERICANS TN THAT COLONY WAS AN
ESTINATE AS OF SOME MOWTHS AGO, IT IS NOT SOMETHING WKICH
(£ WAVE ANY FACILITY FOR KEEPING UP TO DATE EVERY TINE
L4ERE 15 4 SIRTH, EVERY TIUE AUYBCDY LEAVES, AID S0 FORTH,

Q@ JOHN, IS IT POSSIBLE TO GET A CHRONOLOGY OF COMSULAR
VISITS 1N RECENT HONTHS, INCLUDING THOSE THAT RELATED 10
UNCLASSIFIED




=

@Lasstrie ®

* PAGE 11 STATE 297342

THE SPECIFIC COMPLAINTS FROM RELATIVES?

A WE CAN PREPARE FOR YOU, I THINK, FROM THE RECORDS OF
THE EMBASSY -- WE WILL PROBABLY HAVE TO CONTACT THEM TO DO
THIS -- A LIST OF THE DATES OVER 1978, LEI'S SAY, AT WHICH
CONSULAR OFFICERS VISITED JONESTOWN..

1IN ALL OF THESE VISITS THEY TOOK UP SOME FROBLEMS

RAISED BY FAMILY MEMBERS, SO THAT, THE LIST OF VISITS
JOULD INCLUDE -- ALL THOSE VISITS WOULD INVOLVE THAT

PROBLEMNM..

Q SIR, IN THOSE VISITS THAT THESE CONSULAR OFFICERS

MADE, I THINK YOU SAID IN YOUR OPENING REMARKS THAT THEY
HAD NOT COME UP WITH ANY INSTANCE IN WHICH IN A PRIVATE

COLVERSATION WITH A MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY THOSE PEOPLE
EXPRESSED EITHER THE FACT THAT THEY WANTED T0 LEAVE OR
THAT THEY WERE BEING HELD AGAINST THEIR WILL.

BUT IN YOUR BRIEFINGS WITH CONGRESSNAN RYAN AKD HIS

STAFF, CERTAINLY THEY PRESENTED INDICATIONS TO THE CON-
TRAY, INDICATIONS WHICH MAY HAVE TURNED OUT TO BE TRUE, IF
WE CAN CREDIT THOSE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN SAID BY THE SUR-
VIVORS OF THE INCIDENT AT THE AIRPORT THE OTHER DAY.

2|

o




A

NOW, 1 AM WONDERING k' THE DEPARTMENT AND THE Cle
. (RESSMAN'S STAFF MANAGED 70 RECONCILE IN THE BRIEFINGS

~ THAT WERE HELD BEFORE HE WENT DOJN THERE WHAT APPEARED TO

BE AN INCONSISTENCY OF THE STATUS OF THE PEOFLE WKO WERE

LIVING IN THAT COMPOUND; YOUR CONSULAR OFFICERS SAYING
THAT EVERYTHING VAS ALL RIGHT DOUN THERE AKD RYAW'S

PEOPLE CONING UP WITH, 1WOULD ASSUAE, A SUBSTANTIAL ut-
568 OF TIDICATIONS TO THE CONTRARY? |

A ALL THAT OUR CONSULAR OFFICERS COULD PHYSICALLY DO,

RECOGNIZING THAT WE DID NOT HAVE A CONSULAR POST IN THE
UNCLASSIFIED
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COMMUNITY -OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT, IS TO SIT DOUN WITH A
PERSON AND TALK WITH THEY AND GIVE THEM EVERY OPPORTUNITY
IN PRIVATE TO RAISE ANY COMPLAINTS WITH THE SITUATION OF
THAT NATURE, THAT THEY COULDN'T LEAVE IF THEY VANTED TO
LEAVE, THAT THEY WOULD WANT TO RAISE. THEY DID KOT DO S0..

NOW, WHETHER, IN FACT, EVEN SOME OF THESE PEOPLE WHO

MAY SUBSEQUENTLY HAVE LEFT THE CAMP FELT THAT THERE WAS
SOME CONSTRAINT ON THEM, WHICH THEY DIDN'T BRING UP WITH
THE CONSULAR OFFICER, I COULD NOT SPEAK 10,

THE ﬁOLE‘OF THE CONSULAR OFFICER, -- REMEMBER THESE

ARE AMERICAN CITIZENS, BOTH IN THE CAMP AND COMPLAINING --
IS LIMITED CERTAINLY IN TERMS HE IS NOT ENGAGED 'IN INVES-
TIGATION, HE WAS ENGAGED IN TALKING WITH THEM FACE TO
FACE AND GIVING THEM AN OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE PROBLEMS THAT
THEY FELT THEY MIGHT HAVE HAD, |

WE DO KNOW, OF COURSE, THAT THERE ARE A NUMBER OF

PEOPLE WHO DID LEAVE THE CAMP,

93




[

““”I.—‘ e ’ h M . . - .
o

. THAT VANTED 70 LEAVE VITH RYAN, IF ANY OF THOSE PEOPLE HAD

- ADDRESS THAT,

1 UAS ASKING ARQUT DO YOU KNOY IF THE SET . PEOPLE
BEEN PREVIOUSLY CONTACTED DURING THESE CONSULAR VISITS?

A THIS IS OF THE SIX TO TEN PEOPLE WHO WERE LEAVING
WITH HIN,

VE DO NOT AT THIS MOYENT EVEN HAVE A CONPLETE SET OF
NAYES FOR THOSE PEOPLE, S0, UNTIL WE GET THAT WE CANNOT ;

UNCLASSIFIED
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Q JUST TO CLARIFY THAT, WAS THE DEPARTMENT APPROACHED
EITHER STATE OR JUSTICE, BY SUCH A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
REQUESTING EXTRADITION OF MR, JONES? |

A WELL, THIS DEPARTMENT AND THE OTHER DEPARTMENTS OF THE
COVERNENT ARE VERY BIG PLACES. IF VE WERE APPROACHED
FORMALLY, THE STATE DEPARTMENT WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE PRO-
CEEDED FORMALLY WITH IT,

I CANNOT SAY. FOR ALL THE PEQOPLE IN THIS BUILDING AND OTHER
BUILDINGS THAT NOBODY EVER HAD A CONVERSATION ABOUT IT.

Q JOHY, YOU CAN UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS A TREMENDOUS
AMOUNT OF INTEREST AT THIS POINT IN PRECISELY WHAT HAP-
PENED AT JONESTOWN, AND YOU HAVE ENDICATED THAT A NUMBER

OF PEOPL?«FROM JONESTOWN A%E NOW IN GEORGETOWN, WHERE PRE-‘
SUMABLY THEY. HAVE BEEN DEBRIEFED BY .LOCAL POLICE, AND WHERE
PRESUMABLY SOME OF YOUR PEOPLE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH.

WOULD YOU GIVE US AS MUCH AS YOU CAN WHAT YOU KNOW? q,§




A 1 WILL SAY THAT Wi@ARE IN THE PROCESS OF THIU@N: IN THE

COURSE OF THE MORNING, THERE HAVE BEEN SUCH CONTACIS 45 YOU
HAVE WENTIONED. THE PEOPLE THAT HAVE HAD THESE CONTACTS

IRE WRITING THIS UP, AID WE DO HOT PHYSICALLY HAVE IT HERE.
I KAVE NOT FELT THAT THIS WAS SOMETHING 1 SKOULD 60 INTO IN
DEPTH OVER THE PHONE, IT IS BETTER T0 GET THAT IN WRITING
S0, UE WILL HAVE THOSE REPORTS COMING IN TO US, AND AT THIS
POINT I CANNOT SAY ANY HCRE THAN THAT,

WE DO HAVE REPORTS FROM GUYANESE AUTHORITIES THAT A
SUICIDE PACT OF SOME SORT WAS IMPLEMENTED, THAT SOME PEO-
PLE FLED THE CAMP AREA, THE COMPOUND, THE AREA CALLED
JONESTO4N, S THAT PROCESS WAS UNDSRWAY,

Q MR, éUSHNELL,~LET ME JUST FOLLOW UP, IF I MAY, BECAUSE
UNCLASSIF IED

7Y




' PAGE 14 STATE 297342

K | .JLASSIFIED

YESTERDAY THERE WAS SOME INFORMATION WHICH CAME OUT OF THIS
DEPARTMENT TO THE EFFECT THAT A MESSAGE WAS SENT FROM
JONESTO4N TO THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE SECT IN GEORGETOUN
REQUESTING AN ADDITIONAL Alncaa?r, BECAUSE, SO THE MESSAGE
SAID, SOME EXTRA PEOPLE WANTED TO LEAVE. IS THAT ACCURATE,
FIRST OF ALL? AND, SECONDLY, HOW DOES THAT FIT IN WITH
WHAT OBV.IOUSLY HAPPENED THEREAFIER?

A THAT IS ESSENTIALLY ADEQUATE, AS .1 UNDERSTAKD IT. THE
£MBASSY, OF COURSE, WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING TRANSPORT,

ARRANING TRANSPORT, FOR THE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION, AS
1S NORMAL FOR CONGRESSIONAL DELEGAT IONS.

" IHE EMBASSY DOES NOT, AND DID HOT, AT THAT TINE, HAVE ANY

COMMUNICATIONS, AND HAS NEVER HAD ANY COMMUNICATION WITH
JONESTOWN, THERE ARE NO TELEPHONES. THERE ARE NO coMMUNI-
CATIONS,

" MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THE PEOPLE AT JONESTOWN HAVE COM-

MUNICATED BY ESSENTIALLY SHORT-WAVE AMATEUR RADIO, IN-
CLUDING COMMUNICATING WITH THEIR OFFICE IN GEORGETOWN.




-

v

AT ABOUT NOOH, GEORGE}'{"N TINE, ON SATURDAY,. THE BASSY
« UAS CALLEI') 3Y THE GERGETOVN OFFICE OF THE PEOPLES TEE
* UHICH SAID THAT THEIR PEOPLE IN.JONESTONN HAD CALLED AMD

" THERE VERE SOVE PEOPLE FROV JOVESTOUY THAT WISHED 10 LEAVE
WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL PARTY, THAT THIS VAS A NUMBER OF,. AS
I RECALL, SIX T0 TEN PEOPLE WERE GIVEN, AND THEREF(RE THERE
4AS A REQUEST THAT THE ENBASSY PROVIDE ADDITIONAL TRANSFORT
0 GRDER 10 BRING THOSE PEORLE OUT AT THE SHHE TINE 45 THE

COXGRESSIONAL PARTY,

UNCLASSIFIED
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THERE WAS NO INDICATION OF ANYTHING HAVING TO DO WITH MO-
TIVAT ION OF THIS, BUT THAT 1S THE REPORT THAT THE EMBASSY
DID RECEIVE, AND HAS BEEN REPEATED T0 ME BY EMBASSY OF-
FICIALS,

Q MR. BUSHNELL, YESTERDAY MORNING AT THE FIRST BRIEFING,
THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAD SAID REALLY NOTHING IN REPLY TO |
A QUEST-ION, THE SPOKESMAN SAID, "WE DIDN'T WARN THE CON-
GRESSMAN."™ YESTERDAY AFTERNOON, THE STATE DEPARTMENT SATID
IT HAD GIVEN HIM LOGISTICAL WARQINGS. THIS MORNING YOU
MENTION HE WAS INFORMED OF ARMAMENTS, ARMED GUARDS, AND

OT HER PROBLEMS.

I AY WONDERING IF ALL OF THIS COMES DOWN TO THAT HE REALLY
WAS BEING TOLD WITHOUT THE ACTUAL WORDS BEING USED THAT
STATE WOULD RATHER HE NOT GO IN THERE, THAT IT WAS UNSAFE,
THAT 'IT WAS DANGEROUS, THAT HE MIGHT LOSE HIS LIFE.

A LET ME TRY TO PUT THIS IN PERSPECTIVE IN THE -FOLLOWING
WAY. WE HAVE HAD OVER THE LAST, MORE THAN A YEAR, A GREAT
MANY CONVERSATIONS BY STATE DEPARTMENT PEOPLE WITH THE
CONGRESSMAN AND PARTICULARLY WITH VARIOUS MEMBERS OF HIS
STAFF.. HE WAS, OF COURSE, INTERESTED IN THE SITUATION
THERE, IT WAS A MATTER IMPORTANT TO HIS OFFICE, TO HIM,
AND TO HIS CONSTITUENCY. |

9,¢1 .

B .. ‘




. VE VERE VERY HURE TIgiE STATE DEPRTHEAT THAT (T 49
- VE VERE VERY AUARE 1N THE STATE DEPARTHENT THAT JUST 4S
© OLR DESK OFFICERS VERE SEEING TIDIVIDUALS WHO HAD LEFT THE
" GOLONY, THAT THE CONGRESSHAN AWD HIS STAFF WERE SEEINS

THE‘SE SAME INDIVIDUALS, IN FACT, WE WOULD OFTEN REFER AN
INDIVIDUAL THAT WOULD COME TO ONE OF THEIR O?FICES FIRST

TO COME TO THE OFFICE, S0 WE WERE AVWARE FROM THIS LONGER
SERIES OF DISCUSSIONS THAT THE CONGRESSHAN HAD ESSENTIALLY
THE SAME BODY. OF KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THIS SITUATION AS WE HAD,

UNCLASSIFIED
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IN FACT, THERE ARE MANY OF US WHICK ASSWME THAT IF ANY-
THING, HE MIGHT HAVE, IN SOME ASPECTS, HAVE KNCWN MORE THAN
WE DID, BECAUSE HE HAD REPORTS FROM HIS CONSTITUENCY, FROM
HIS OFFICE, AND SO FORTH.

S0 IT WAS NOT AS THOUGH -- AND 1 THINK THIS IS PERHAPS THE
WISIMPRESSION THAT HAS GOTTEN AROUND -- THAT WHEN THE COM-
GRESSMAN CAME TO SEE US, WE BEGAN TO BRIEF HIM, AS THOUGH
THIS WAS A NEW SITUATION WHICH HE HAD NO FAMILIARITY WITH.

OBVIOUSLY HE HAD IMMENSE FAMILIARITY WITH IT.. HE KNEW

VIRTUALLY ALMOST AS MUCH ABOUT IT AS WE DID, S0 THAT T0 A
CONSIDERABLE EXTENT, WHAT WE CONCENTRATED ON BRIEFING HIM

WERE THOSE THINGS WE THOUGHT HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN FA-
MILIAR WITH; FOR EXAMPLE, ON WHAT OUR CONSWU.AR OFF ICERS
WHO HAD BEEN VISITING THE AREA HAD DONE, WHAT THEY HAD
ENCOUNTERED THERE, AND S0 FORTH, SUCH AS THE PRESENCE OF
ARMED GUARDS IN THE CAMP, AMND THE VERY DIFFICULT PROBLEMS
THAT WE WOULD FACE IN HANDLING A CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION,
OF MOVING THEM .UP THERE, PARTICULARLY IF, IN ADDITION TO -
THE OFFICIAL MEMBERS OF THE PARTY THERE WERE OTHER MEMBERS
OF.THE PARTY THAT WANTED TO GO AT THE SAME TIME, AND SO
FORTH.

9




i

1T DID Nor SEEN T0 T“ PEOPLE THAT WERE GIVING;&‘I_S BRIEF-

. NGPTHAT THEY UEEDED TO SAY I SO HANY YORDS THAL THIS WAS

4 DANGEROUS UNDERTAKING, 1 TRINK THAT THAT WAS, IN SOME
RESPECTS,, CLEAR TO EVERYONE INVOLVED 1IN THE ISSUE,

00 THE OTHER HAKD, I SUPPOSE IN SOME RESPECTS, IT HAS BEEN

SOUEWHAT DANGEROUS, IN RETROSPECT, AT LEAST, FOR OUR UON-

SULAR OFFICERS TO BE GOING IN THERE ONCE A NONTH, AND YET

THEY HAVE BEEN DOING THAT, AD DOING IT SUCCESSFULLY FOR
UNCLASSIFIED
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SOME TINME.

SO THAT IS THE GENERAL PERSPECTIVE OF WHICH ONE SHOULD LOOK
AT THIS SITUATION OF WHAT WE TCLD THE CONGRESSMAN AND HIS
SIAFF BEFOREHAND.

Q MR.. BUSHNELL, CAN YOU ASSUME THAT THE STATE DEPARTHENT

IN THE FIELD WOULD KNOW MORE THAN A CONGRESSMAN HEARING
REPORTS FROM HIS CONSTITUENIS?

A AS I SAID, WE DID BRIEF THE CONGRESSHAN ON WHAT THE EM-
BASSY HAD SENT IN. THAT WAS THE PARTICULAR VIEW WHICH UE
COULD ADD TO THE VIEW THAT HE WAS GETTING INDEPENDENTLY FROM
PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN THERE, AND SO FORTH.

1 DO NOT MYSELF HAVE ANY PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT ANY SO-

_CALLED SUICIDE PACT, AND SO FORTH.. WE DO HAVE, AS YOU

'XNOW, WE OPERATE UNDER CONSIDERABLE RESTRAINTS IN TERMS

OF OUR OWN CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM,

AND SO FORTH. AND I THINK ALL CONSULAR OFFICERS OF THE

FOREIGN SERVICE HAVE TO BE CIRCUMSPECT 'IN THE SORTS OF

QUEST IONS IN TERMS OF RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES AND SO FORTH

THAT THEY MIGHT ASK, AND INFORMATION THAT WE MIGHT ASK

OF THAT NATURE. | 93
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, S0 I THINK VE DID SH“J WITH HIM THE SORT OF INFGaIMATION

<7 THAT WE HAD IN GIVING HIM AS FULL A BRIEFING ON THE SITU-

_ ATION AS WE COULD,

Q 1 WODER IF, PICKING UP ON BEING CIRCUMSPECT, DO YOU
SUPPOSE THAT POSSIBLY WHY YOUR OFFICIALS WERE ABLE TO GET
IN AND OUT SAFELY., AND POSSIBLY WHY YOUR OFFICIALS WERE
NOT ABLE TO FIND ANYBODY WHO J4S BEING HELD AGALNST HIS
UILL WAS BECAUSE POSSIBLY == AND I DON'T WANT TO PUT WORDS
IN YOUR MOUTH, BUT I'D LIKE YOU TO SPECULATE - THEY WERE

%0 CIRCUNSPECT THAT THEY DIDN'T RUFFLE ANYBODY OR DIG TOO
UNCLASSIFIED
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DEEPLY?
A -~THAT THE CONSULAR OFFICER HAS A CERTAIN SERVICE TO

PROVIDE, ISSUING BIRTH CERTIFICATES, PASSPORTS, THE VARI-
0US SORTS OF THINGS THAT HE NEEDS TO DO, THIS BRINGS HIM
IN VERY DIRECT PERSONAL CONTACT WITH A VIDE RANGE OF PEO-
PLE. THE INDIVIDUAL CONSULAR OFFICERS REQUESTED TO SEE

THE INDIVIDUALS WHERE THEY HAD RECEIVED REQUESTS FROM

FAMILY MEMBERS; THOSE INDIVIDUALS APPEARED, TALKED WITH
THEM, THE CONSULAR OFFICERS HAD PREVIOUSL? READ THE LET-
TERS FROM THEIR INVCLVED FAMILY MEMBERS OF WHAT THEY HAD
SAID; THEY EXPLORED WHAT WAS SAID Ik THOSE LETTERS; THEY

"TALKED BACK AND FORTH. I THINK I WOULD AT LEAST ARGUE

THAT OUR CONSULAR OFFICERS ARE, BY AND LARGE, AND CERTAIN-

LY OUR ONES IN GUYANA ARE VERY SENSITIVE INDIVIDUALS. THEY
WOULD CERTAINLY NOT TRY TO EMBARRASS ANY AMERICAN CITI-

ZEN SITTING IN FRONT OF HIM, BUT THEY, SINCE THEY WOULD
THEN GO BACK AND THEMSELVES DRAFT WHAT IN MANY CASES WAS
AN AGONIZINGLY HARD LETTER TO DRAFT, DESCRIBING TO THE
FAMILY MEMBER WHAT THEY HAD FOUND,. I THINK THEY WOULD
WATCH ‘FOR THE NUANCE, THEY WOULD WATCH FOR WHAT WAS SAID
IN ORDER T0 GET A FEELING FCR THAT SITUATION.

Q 'WHAT IS YOUR EXPLANATION FOR WHY YOUR PEOPLE COULD

. GO IN AND OUT WITH APPARENT EASE AND THESE PEOFLE €OT

GUNNED DOWN ON THE RUAWAY?

‘ ol
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ISt BE SPECULATING O mzs STUTION, OB IOUSLY, SQE-
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/

THIS RAISES A LARGE NUMBER OF QUESTIONS AND WE SIMFLY DO
NOT HAVE THE ANSWERS TO THOSE QUESTIONS, AKD WE HAVE A
LOT OF ISVESTIGATING TO DO, A'LOT OF PEOPLE TO TALK TO.

1 SUSPECT, AS OFTEN IN THESE CASES, THE STORIES WILL,NOT
BE IDENTICAL -- WE WILL HAVE TO DO SOME SORTING OUT OF
THE SITUATION, THERE IS, OBVIOUSLY, A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
A SUBSTANTIAL CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AKD THE VISIT OF
AN INDIVIDUAL CONSULAR OFFICER WHO 1S COMING ON, WHAT IS
GENERALLY PERCEIVED TO BE INPORTANT BUSINESS IN TERMS OF
ESTABLISHING THE RIGHTS OF MMERTCAN CITIZENS OF THE OTHER
PEOPLE 1N THE COMPOUSD.

@  NR. BUSHNELL, I WOULD LIKE TO FOLLOW UP THAT QUEST-
10N ALSO, THE QUESTION I WOULD RAISE WITH YOU IS WHETHER
A CONSULAR OFFICER GOING IN WOULD BE EMPOWERED T0 SAY,
"I'ti PREPARED TO TAKE YOU OUT WITK ME IF IN FACT YOU WANT
TO LEAVE." MNIGHT THAT NOT BE A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN WHAT A CONSULAR OFFICER HAS TO SAY ARD AND WHAT

~ CONGRESSMAN RYAN HAD TO SAY?




4

A VHAT THE CONSLgR OFFICER COULD HAVE noni'sﬂ THAT
- CASE, OF COURSE, NEVZR AROSE, HOWEVER,. WE DID WT, AS I
HAVE SAID, ENCOUNTER ANY SITUATION 1N WKICK ANYONE INDI-

CATED TO A CONSULAR OFFICER THAT HE OR SHE WISHED TO LEAVE

THE CAMP AND WAS BEING DETAINED, IF HE WAS..

q THAT'S NOT THE QUESTION 1 WAS RAISING.. THE QUES-
TI0N 1 WAS RAISING WAS WHETHER A CONSULAR OFFICER WOULD

VOLUNTEER THE INFORMATION THAT IF SOMEONE WANTED TO LEAVE,,

KE, WITH THE POWER OF THE U.S, GOVERNMENT BEHIND HIM, WAS
?REPARED TO FACILITATE THAT,

A 1 THINK THAT IT WOULD BE IMPLICIT OR EXPLICIT IN

WHAT HE SAID THAT SHOULD AN INDIVIDUAL INDICATE THAT HE

WISHED TO LEAVE, THAT HE.WOULD WORK TOWARDS THAT END,
UNCLASSIFIED
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Q MR, BUSHNELL, YOU MAY HAVE ANSWERED THIS: WAS ANY
ATTEMPT MADE Td’ELICIT ANY INFORMATION FROM THE LECAL |
COUNSEL WHO WERE REPRESENTING THE PEQPLES TEMPLE ABOUT
WHAT CONDITIONS MAY HAVE BEEN LIKE, THERE?

A WE HAVE HAD SOME CONVERSATIONS WITH THEIR LEGAL
COUNSEL, BOTH ON INDIVIDUAL PROBLEMS SUCH AS CUSTODY
PROBLEMS AND ON THE GENERAL SITUATION,

.9 MR. BUSHNELL, I'M FINDING IT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND.
'IF THIS GROUP WAS CAUSING ENOUGH CONCERN TO WARRANT ONCE-

A-MONTH VISITS BY YOUR CONSULAR OFFICERS, WHEN THEY WOULD
1SSUE BIRTH CERTIFICATES AND WHATNOT, AND SINCE IT 1S SO
UNUSUAL FOR A RELIGIOUS GROUP TO TRANSFLANT ITSELF IN
LARGE NUMBERS TO A FOREIGH COUNTRY, WHY YOU DON'T HAVE

A REAL COUNT ON WHO THESE PEOPLE WERE. DID YOU HAVE ANY
DISCUSSION WITH THE GUYANESE GOVERNMENT AS TO HOW MANY
WERE THERE, WHY THEY WERE THERE REALLY, AND WHY THE GUYA-

NESE LET THEM STAY THERE?
A

5




rm
) A LET ME SAY TH THAT 1N RELATION TO THE iJNT IT 15

» THEWORNAL PROCEDURE THAT MER ICAN EMBASSIES EVERYWHERE
IN THE WORLD ASK THAT AMERICANS RESIDENT, TN THE COUNTRY

7 REGISTER WITH THEY, GIVING THEIR ADDRESSES, PHONE NUNBERS

AND S0 FORTH, SO THAT THEY ARE REGISTERED WITH THE EMBASSY,

THIS REQUEST HAS BEEN MADE REPEATEDLY, BOTH OF IMDIVIDUAL

AIERICANS AD OF THE GROUP LEADERSHIP AT THE PEOPLES

TEMPLE, BUT VERY. FEW IN FACT REGISTERED,

Xow, IN TERMS OF YOUR VISIT OF ONCE A HONTH, THE

PRIMARY CONTROLLING FACTOR HERE WAS NOT AN ELEMENT OF

CONGERY, 1T UAS A MATTER OF TRYING T0 PROVIDE CONSULAR
UNCLASSIFIED
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SERVICES TO A SUBsTANTIAL NUMBER OF AMERICANS 'IN A VERY
1SOLATED REGION. WE WERE NOT GOING THERE BECAUSE VE WERE
CONCERNED ABOUT THEM IN SOME SENSE. WE WERE GOING THERE
TO PROVIDE THE CONSULAR SERVICES OF ISSUING BIRTH CERTI-
FICATES, DEATH CERTIFICATES, PASSPORTS, ALL OF THESE SCRTS
OF THINGS THAT WE DO FOR AMERICANS OVERSEAS, AND BECAUSE
IT WAS ‘INHERENTLY INCONVENIENT FOR THEM TO COME TO THE

EMBASSY, WHICH IS WHAT WE WOULD NORMALLY REQUIRE OF PEC-
PLE IN THIS SITUATION., THEY WOULD BE EXPECTED TO COME TO

THE EMBASSY FOR THESE SERVICES, THERE WERE, AS YOU KNOW,

A GREAT MANY YOUNG PEOPLE IN THAT CAMP. THERE WERE FRE-
QUENT BIRTHS, AND SO FORTH, AND THAT WAS WHAT CONTROLLED

THE APPROXIMATELY ONCE-A-MONTH VISITS.

Q JOHN, WHEN THE DEPARTMENT RECEIVED COMPLAINTS OR
INQUIRES FROM RELATIVES OF PEOPLE IN JONESTOWN, TO FOLLOW
UP, WHO EXERCISED THE PRINCIPAL POLICY AND ADMINISTRATIVE
CONTROL .IN TERMS OF REFERRING THESE TO THE EMBASSY? WOULD
THIS BE ARA OR WAS IT THE BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS?

A 1 SUPPOSE IT WOULD DEPEND ON WHO GOT THE LETTER

" FIRST. THEY WOULD COME IN IN SOME CASES TO CONSULAR

AFFAIRS; THEY WOULD COME IN IN SONE CASES TO ARA. THE
DESK OFFICER AND THE PEOPLE WORKING ON THAT IN CONSULAR

AFFAIRS WOULD CONSULT.. IN SOME CASES, IF IT WERE SORT OF
NON-SPECIFIC, GENERAL REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION THAT WOULD

. o
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BE REAURED, I WOUL‘Bn PROVIOED BY THE APPROPRLATE
sumu, [ OTHER CASES, T WOULD BE REFERRED ro’m |

EMBASSY, IN THE SORT OF CASES WHERE UE HAVE RAISED WHERE
THE LETTER MADE THE ACCUSATION THAT AN INDIVIDUAL WAS BE-

B
|
|

116 HELD THERE N SONE RESPECTS AGALNST WIS WILL, THEN THE \
CONSULAR OFFICER ON KIS NEXT VISIT VOULD TRY TO TALK VITH ;

THAT PERSOU, AID S T SAID, HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN DOTNG

S0, D OILD THEN KIASELF PREPARE THE RESPONSE, EITHE

JIRECILY R BACK THROLGH CHAMIELS HERE DEPEIDLYG OV VAt ;
WLSSIFID |
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WAS APPROPRIATE,

q WHAT 1 WAS GETTING AT WAS, IN IHE DAYS JUST PRIOR TO

THE LAST VISII TO GUYANA, THE VISIT THAT CONGRESSMAN RYAN
MADE TO GUYANA, WAS ANY CONSULATION DONE WITH MR. LANE OR

YR. GARRY ABOUT THE PROBABILITY OR THE POSSIBILITY OF
SUCH AN EVENT AS TOOK PLACE ON SATURDAY?

A 1 DOUBT IF SOMEONE RAISED THAT SORT OF AN EVENT.
THERE WERE SOME CONTACTS, I THINK, BETWEEN SOME STATE

DEPARTMENT PEOPLE AND BETWEEN THE CONGRESSMAN'S OFFICE

AND THESE PEOPLE, 1.AM NOT FULLY INFORMED AT THIS POINT
ON THAT, SO I CANNOT ANSWER THAT QUESTION VERY DEFINITI-
VELY, CHRISTOPHER

%
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