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_w Ef{BASSY HAS GIVEN MUTH THOUGHT TO BEST POSSIBLE LEGAL TALENT,

WHICH MIGHT BE ENGAGED TO ASSIST I} OUR EFFORT TO IDENTIFY -
(1) THE MAGNITUDE OF THE GUYANESE-BASED ASSETS OF THE PEOPLES
TEHPLE, AND (2) THE APELICATION OF LOCAL LA TO THE LIQUIDATION
OF THE PERSONAL ESTATES LEFT BY JOUES AMD THE INDIVIDUAL
MEMBERS OF PEOPLES TEMPLE WHO DIED NOVEMBER 18 AT JONESTOWH.

2 BEFQRE CONSIDER ING THE EQGAGEMENINDF ANY- LOCAL COUNSEL
EMBASSY WAS OBLIGED TO DISCARD Iné NANES OF MANY COMPETENT |
LAWYERS WHO HAVE BEEN ACTIVE POLITICALLY IN TRE RECENT PAST
BECAUSE' OBVIOUSLY ANY LEGAL COUNSEL WHON WE ENGAGE MUST |
HAVE IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO THE VARIOUS OFFICES OF THE GOVT OF
GUYANA IF HE IS TO DO THE JOB FROMPILY AND COMPLETELY; IT
WAS ALSO NECESSARY THAT ANY COUNSEL WITH WHOM WE BROACHED
THESU3JECT HOT HAVE A CURRENT LEﬁALCONNECTION:&ITHITHE\
COEEIBENFF




TR e cwe o 2
p

L Q

PAGE 32 GEORGE £3938 2698577

PEOPLES TEMPLE.WITH THESE CONSIDERATONS TN MIND THE

AMBASSADCOR MET AT NOON NOVEMBER 25 WITH

OE OF THE BEST-KNOWN ATTORNEYS IN GEORGETGWN AND A
MAN WHO HAS SPECIALIZED IN. THE PAST IN CIVIL LAV, AND
/O HAS REPRESENTED SUCH AMERICAN FIRNS AS REYHOLDS
_AND TEXACO IN THEIR RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE GOVERANMENT

OF GUYANA. FIRM, WHICH INCLUDES HIS ELDER
EROTHER, SIR LIONEL, IS ONE OF THE OLDEST AND MOST
PRESTIGIOUS LAW FIRMS IN GEORGETOWW.

3. DURING THE CONVERSATION WITH , IT UAS. MADE

CLEAR THAT DUE TO THE DIMENSIONS OF THE PROBLEM WHICH
HAD BEEN CREATED BY THE mqungE'MURDERSASUTCIDES AT
JONESTOWN, IT WAS oSt IMPORTANT AT THE OUTSET TO
ESTABLISH CERTAIN FUNDAMENTAL POINIS:

A) THE LEGAL RELATIONSHLP BETWEEN, THE GOG AND JINM
. JONES AND THE PEOPLES TEMPLE, ?
B) WHETHRER' OR HOT JOVESTOWH EXISTED WITHIN GUYANA -
'AS A CORPORATE ENTITY OR AS OSME OTHER FORM OF LEGAL
PERSONALITY, S

C) WHAT THE TOTAL ASSETS IN. GUYANA MIGHfiBE BOTH

IN TERMS OF REAL PROPERTY.AND BANK ACCOUNTS.
. : =) .
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4 THE BASSIDGR EXRYALIED 10

UEHAD AUTHORITY. 1) 10 HAKE THIS PRELIILARY SOUIDING
WITH HIN TO FIID OUT FROM Iy IF HE, ERE

LEGALLY LISIBITED ROV TAKIVG SUCK A CASE SEGALSE OF i
- SOIE PREVIOUS R CONTINUING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE

FEORLES THIPLE, 41D 2) 10 DETSRALIE IF HE AW A1

INTEREST 10 THE CASE, 1N ANSHER T0 THE LTTER QUESTION,
SAID. HE WOULD BE FREE AND AVAILABLE TO SERVE
45 LEGAL ADVISER 70 THE USG LY GUYAWA N RESOLVLNG

CEEBFHFTAL
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THE LEGAL PROBLEMS OF THE JONESTOWN DISASTER.

De. SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN A PAST RELATION-

SHIP BETYEEN HIS FIRM AND THE PEOPLES TEWPLE 1WOLVING

THE STOEN CUSTODY CASE. IN THAT FROCESS, HIS BROTHER

SIR LIONEL, ACTED 1N DEFENSE OF JONES, BUT HE HINSELF

HAD NOT MAD ANY DIRECT INVOLVEMENT. HE ADDED THAT HIS

EROTHER A RENOWNED. CRIMINAL TRIAL LAUYER WHO APPEARS

LK THE GUINESS BOOK OF RECORDS AS THE SUCCESSFUL

DEFENDER OF OVER 200 MURDER CASES, HAS BEEN APPROACHED

BY AT LEAST ONE OF THE AWERICANS UHO HAS BEEN CHARGED ' oot
WITH HURDER STNGE THIS EPISODE AT JONESTOUN BEGAN.

(E}iBASSY HAS HEARD INFORMALLY TODAY THAT AMCIT LARRY

(]
XLAYION,UHO HaS BEEN afibareemioeThir GED IN CONNECTION
WITH THE SHOTTING AT PORT xATTUMA'i&ﬁgTRt? WHICH RESULTED
IN THE DEATH OF CONGRESSHAN RYAN AND OTHERS OF HIS PRTY,

HAS BEEN SEEKING TO ENGAGE SIR LIONEL AS
DEFENSE COUNSEL. SUSPECTING THAT AMBASSADOR'S REQUEST 0
FOR A METTIG MIGHT BE RELATED TO THE .JONESTOWN EPISODE

TOLD HIS BROTHER TO DELAY ACCEPTANCE OF

* THE CASE AS DEFENSE COUNSEL PEKDING HIS TALK WITH THE
AMBASSADOR) , S
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- FIRST THSTANCE, HIS TASK WOULD BE 4 RELATIVE ARROY

ONE DEALLYG LARGELY WITH DETERWINING THE CORPORATE
- RELATONSHIP OF JIH JOIES MWD THE PEGPLES TEPLE WITH
" THE G0& A IDENTIFYIVG THE LOGAL ASSETS OF i JONES ;
”‘zi AL, HE WAS TOLD THAT IT VAS QUITE LIKELY THAT THE
OFFICE OF LEGAL And}sa'Of THE DEPARTHENT OF STATE - .
WOULD BE SENDING A WENBER OF ITS STAFF 10 6EOR GETOVY |
10 TAKE OVERALL CHIRGE OF SUCH AW HWVESTIGTION 41o
THE PRECISE DETIALS OF HIS.ENGAGEHENT WOULD THEW BE
WORKED OUT SHOULD BOTH PARTTIES BE PREPARED TO ACCEPT
THEfARRANGEMEQTS,

CONE




v wmI N RE TR LT Ty T

PAGE 04

GECRGE 53938 2688572

T CONMENT :

15 PROBAELY AS QUALIFIED AS LEGAL

ADVISER AS CAH BE OBTAINED it GEORGETOWN AT THIS

NOMENT, THE POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT OF HIS BROTHR AS

DEFEHSE ATTORGEY FOR AN AMERICAN CITIZEN ACCUSED OF

MURDER IN CONNECTION WITH THE SHOOTING OF CONGRES SN

RYAN, HOYEVER, IS A POTEWTIAL PROBLEM, IF THAT IS

NOT AN OVERRIDING CONSIDERATION,IT IS RECOMMEDED. THai

UE MAKE A DECISION VERY QUICKLY TO ENGAGE

AND HOVE PRONPILY T0 DRAFT THE TERWS OF REFERENCE WITHIN

BUR KE

- WHICH WE EXPECT HIM TO WORK,
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