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. ' RE BUREAU TELETYPE DATED NOVEMBER 24, 1978, AMD
' ALBANY TELCALL TO SAN FRANCISCO ON NOVEWBER zs,,1978(uu
" RICHARD HONGISTO, ACTING COMMISSIONER, NEW YORK STATE
DEPARTHENT OF CORRECTIONS, ALBANY, NEW YORK, WAS CONTACTED
. ON NOVEMBER 28, 1978, RE HIS KNOWLEDGE OF REV. JAMES
' UARREN JONES, AND THE PEOPLES TEMPLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST. FKOKGISTO ADVISED THAT HE WAS

SHERIFF OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO FROM ‘

Jd972 - 1977. DURING THIS PERIOD HE BECAME AWARE OF THﬁtq -
SR e AT
| i REC-126 7 NOV 29 1978
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AL 8s-TE PAGE’WO UNCLAS ¢

"' PEOPLES TEMPLE CHURCH IN 1973 WHEN HE BEGAN RECEIVING
, LETTERS FROM CONGREGATION MEMBERS PRAISING HIS POLITICAL
7,5s%q§xrxo~ AKD WORK AS SKERIFF OF SAN FRANCISCO. HONGISTO
' STATED THESE LETTERS MADE REFERENCE TO THEIR LEADER
© JAMES JONES. IT WAS HONGISTO'S OPINION THAT JOMES
" EHCOURAGED MEMBERS OF HIS COKGREGATION TO WRITE THESE
COMPLIMENTARY LETTERS. HONGISTO WAS SOMEWHAT PUZZLED
BY THESE LETTERS SINCE THE LETTERS WERE POSTHARKED
UKIAH, CALIFORNIA, A DISTANCE OF 158 MILES FROM SAN
| FRANCISCO, WHERE THE CHURCH WAS LOCATED AT THAT TINE.
FOKGISTO COULD HOT UNDERSTARD WHY THESE PEOFLE VERE
' INTERESTED IN HIS PERFORMANCE As SHERIFF. HONGISTO
" STATES THAT AT APPROXIMATELY THIS TIME HE WAS APPROACHED
. BY (X).;EBXEEONE , ASSISTANT DISIRICT ATTORNEY.IN SAN
_ FRANCISCO r<'x'>‘."(\¢sronz WAS APPARENTLY A MEMBER OF THE
. CONGREGATION AND HKAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN ASSISTANT DISTRICT
ATTORNEY IN UKIAM, CALIFORNIA. DURING THIS MEETING STOMNE
MADE REFERENCE TO THE GOOD WORKS OF THE CONGRETATION AN
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. AL 89-70  PAGE THREE UNCLAS
THEIR INTEREST IN THE SOCIAL PROBLEMS OF THE POOR AND THE
" UNDERPRIVILEGED{

C HOMGISTO WENT ON TO SAY THAT IN 1975 OR 1976, }E

- RECEIVED INVITATIONS TO ATTEND CONGREGATION SERVICES AT
CIHEIR TEWPLE LOCATED AT GEARY AED FILNORE STREETS IN
SAN FRANCISCO, HE STATED THAT HE ATTENDED TWO SERVICES

AT THIS TEMPLE AND KOTED THAT REVEREND -JONES WAS CAUCASIAN

WHILE THE MAJORITY OF THE CONGREGATION WAS BLACK., HONGISTO

o STATED THAT HE FELT THE SERVICES BORDERED ON FAITH HEALING

AND REV. JONES MADE REFERENCES TO ESTABLISHING GOOD
wORKIhG RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LOCAL MUSLIM TEMPLE. JONES:
NADE GENERAL STATEMENTS PERTAINING TO THE RESHAPIKG OF SOCIETY
wWHICH HONGISTO INTERPRETED TO MEAN A TYPE OF SOCIAL ‘
. DEMOCRAdY AS IT IS IN THE SCANDNAVIAN COUNTRIES, AS OPPOSED
afTOKOUTRIGHT COMMUNISM. DURING THE COURSE OF HIS PREACHING,
(;JJONES MADE JOXES AND HONGISTO STATED THAT THE CONGREGATION

"“‘ APPEARED TO BE IN A BUOYANT HAPPY MOOD. DURING THE COURSE
OF THE SERVICE, JONES INTRODUCED HONGISTO TO THE CONCREGATION.
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PAGE FOUR UNCLAS
NOANCE AT THESE SERVICES WAS ESTIMATED BY HCKGISTO

WEEN 388 AND 522 PEOPLE, WHICH WAS THE CAPACITY
H: TENMPLE., HORGISTO NOTED THAT AT THE SECOND

[xa

DANCE TROUPE FROM THE LGCAL MUSLIN

3>

E4DED,
F AFRICAN DANCES AS PART OF
i RELIGIOUS PROGRAM, JONES ALSC STATED DURING THE COURSE
'H1S SERMCES THAT IN EFFECT, SOME ILLMESSES ARE PSYCHC-
MATIC AND SPOKE ABOUT THE POWER OF THE MIND Ik
CRELATION TO THE HEALING OF BODILY ILLS, HOYGISTO
STATED IT ¥AS HIS OPINION THAT JOKES DID §OT HAVE ANY
MYSTICAL POVERS OVER THE CONGREGATION, AD THERE WAS A
COMOUNAL IRVOLVEMENT I¥ THE SERVICES, AS A RESULT OF
\EWSPAPER ACCOUNTS, HONGISTC STATED THAT HE WAS AWARE
OF LARGE MCKETARY CONTRIBUTIONS BY THE CHIRCH HENBERS TO
HE TEMPLE, HOWEVER HE HAD WO PERSCNAL KMOWLEDGE ARQUT

SUCH PERSCHAL CONTRIBUTIONS CR THE DEGREE OF CONCREGATION

PARTICIPATION IN SUCH FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES.‘M,
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'HONGISTQ ADVISED THAT HE NOTICED AN EVOLUTION IN
THE PEOPLES TEMPLE BETWEEN THE PERIOD HE FIRST ATTENDED
THEIR SERVICES TO THE TIME HE WAS ASKED TO OBTAIN GUN
PERMITS FOR MENMBERS OF JONES' STAFF 'IN EARLY 1977,
HONG'ISTO STATED THAT IT WAS HIS FEELING THAT THERE WAS
AN AIR OF PARANOIA AMONG MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH HIERARCHY,
HE SAID THAT HE WAS APPROACHED BY MEMBERS OF THE
TEMPLE;QHO HE ASSUMED WERE SPOKESMEN FOR JOKES AMND
THEY REQUESTED GUN PERMITS FOR JONES' BODYGUARDS.. AS
JUSTIFICATION FOR THESE PERMITS THEY ELUDED TO ACTS
OF VANDALISH BEING COMMITTED AT THE TEMPLE AN JONES'
FEELING THAT HE WAS BEING PERSECUTED BY UNNAMED ‘FEDERAL

AGENCIES, HONGISTO IDENTIFIED THE PERSONS MAKING THE REQUEST

FOR PISTOL PERMITS AS (X) MIKEARROKES (X) AN (X) 'FNU
WEN (PHONETIC) (X). HONGISIO WAS CONTACTED SEVERAL

TIMES OVER THE COURSE OF SEVERAL MONTHS IN REFERENCE
-T0 THESE PISTOL PERMITS, BUT HE NEVER ISSUED THEM TO
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AL 85-7 ‘PAGE‘JIX UKCLAS ®
MEVBERS OF THE PEOPLES TEMPLE. HE STATED THAT HE
DECLINED TO ISSUE THESE PERMITS SINCE HE WAS NOT
ASLE TO SUBSTANTIATE ANY OF THE ALLEGATIONS MADE
CONCERNING THEATS EITHER T0 THE TEMPLE ITSELF OR
10 REVEREND JONES.. HE STATES THAT HE FINALLY SUGGESTED
T0 CONGREGATION REPRESENTATIVES THAT THEY EMPLOY PRIVATE
PROTECTIVE AGENCIES SUCH AS PINKERTON, IF THEY NEEDED
ARMED P,Ro*rscrzmn.kw,

HOKGISTO SPECULATED THAT "THE WORLD WAS CATCKING
UP WITH JONES® WHEN NEWS MEDIA ITEREST WAS BEING
GENERATED ABOUT, THE CONGREGATION'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS
SUCH AS SOURCES OF REVENUE. ‘RIS PUBLICITY RESULTED
IN JONES MOVING HIS TEMPLE TO summ‘q.‘!w

HONGISTO STATED IT WAS KIS OPINION THAT JONES
DESIRED TO BE A GREAT SOCIAL LEADER WORKIKG THROUGH
HIS CHURCH. HONGISTO FEELS HE ACHIEVED THIS POWER BY
DEVELOPING A CONGREGATION WHICK WAS DEVELOPED PRIMARILY
CF UNSOPHISTICATED AND UNEDUCATED WINORITIES.(w)
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IN CONCLUSION, HONGISTO STATED THAT IT WAS HIS
FIRM OPINION THAT THERE WAS NO ASSOCIATION BETWEEN
REVEREND JONES AND THE PEOPLES TEMPLE AM THE RECENT
MURDER OF SAN FRANCISCO MAYOR GEORGE MOSCONE AN CITY
SUPERVISOR HARVEY MILK, ALLEGEDLY COMMITTED BY DAN WHITE. |
; HONGISTO COULD ONLY DRAW A PARALLEL BETWEEN JONES AND
WHITE IN THAT THESE MEN BOTH SAW THEIR WORLD CRUMBLING
AROUND THEM AKD LASHED OUT IN ﬂsmum'mw

THROUGHK RE TELCALL, SAN FRANCISCO ADVISED THAT
FNU STONE INTERVIEWED .WEEK OF NOVEMBER 19, .1978,(w)

FD 382 FOLLOWS.. ARMED AND bANGERous.W.
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