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, .
1, - Honbxnel_pism;gn, soxzsmn, AND JEFF Dmsmc‘ ARA

PRESS OFFICEh, WERE FRESENT AT THE BRIEFING.

QUOTE: Q. GUYANA. ANY'WORD ON WHEN THE SURVIVORS WILL BE

TRAVEL ING? . \\\\\

A, NO. I DON'T.

Q@ THERE IS A REPORT THAT SEVEN WILL BE TRAVELING TO NEW
YORKX TONIGHT. '
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A. JEFF, DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT?

MR. DIETERICH: WE ARE NOT PROVIDING ANY TRANSPORTATION FOR
THE PEOPLE THAT ARE REPORTEDLY TRAVELING IN TODAY OR
TOMORROW. » 3




Q.' DO YOU S NOW" THA’HEY ARE, IN FACT; THAT TP"' WILL BE
SEVEN TRAVELING ON CONWERCIAL FLIGHTS?

MR. DIETERICH: I AM JUST NOT IN A POSITION TO CONFIRM
FOR YOU THE TRAVEL PLANS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS OVERSEAS.

Q. HODDING, ON GUYANA, :IT SEEMS THAT THE WASHINGTON
STAR'S CARTOONIST ALSO 1S SUGGESTING THAT PERHAPS THE
CHURCH WHOSE MINISTER IS RESPONSIBLE MIGHT CONSIDER PAY-
ING WHAT HE INDICATED WAS $8 MILLION. |

IS THAT AN ACCURATE FIGURE FOR COSTS OF THIS BODY TRANS-
PORTATION IN BRINGING BACK SURVIVORS, OR IS IT STILL AT
THREE OR WHAT?

A. 1 THINK I SAID YESTERDAY I AM REALLY NOT GOING TO
SORT OF GIVE A RUNNING TOTAL UNTIL WE HAVE A TOTAL. I
DON T KNOW. I AM NOT GOING TO QUARREL WITH ANYBODY'S
FIGURES.

Q. WHO IS ESTIMATING? 1 MEAN WHERE CAN WE FIND OUT WHAT
THE TOTAL OF ALL THIS BODY TRANSPORTATION AND SURVIVOR
TRANSPORTATION IS? IS THERE ONE AGENCY THAT IS HANDLING
I1?

A. I THINK THAT I WILL RELEASE IT AS FAST AS ANYBODY
WILL. OBVIOUSLY A GREAT BULK OF THE BURDEN IS BEING
UNCLASSIFIED
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TAKEN BY DEFENSE;

Q. IN THAT CONNECTION, HODDING, IS THE MONEY COMING OUT
OF THE DEFENSE BUDGET OR IS IT ALLOCATED TO THE VARIOUS
AGENCIES?  HOW IS IT WORKING?

A. THIS IS OBVIOUSLY AN UNPRECEDENTED EVENT, IN WHICH
WE HAVE WORKED TO CARRY OUT A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT PUR-
POSES INVOLVING A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT FEDERAL AGENCIES.
WE NOW HAVE INTENSIVE INTER-AGENCY DELIBERATIONS UNDER
WAY TO SORT OUT THE ISSUES AND THAT SPECIFIC ONE, OB-
VIOUSLY, IS ONE OF THEM; AND WE EXPECT TO HAVE ANSWERS
WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS.

Q. HODDING, DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT STILL THINK THERE

'IRE NO TERRORIST IMPLICATIONS IN THIS WHOLE SITUATION?

A. 1 AM REALLY NOT GOING TO COMMENT ON MATTERS SUCH AS
THAT. THERE IS A FULL REVIEW UNDER WAY. THERE ARE LEGQL
QUESTIONS INVOLVED; AND I AM REALLY KOT GOING TO BE
GIVING OBSERVATIONS ON THAT POINT AT THIS TIME.

Q. HODDING, GOING BACK TO THE SURVIVORS AND THEIR TRAVEL
PLANS, MAYBE I COULD APPROACH THE QUESTION FROM A

DIFFERENT ANGLE. \\




CHISIDERTIG THE SPECAIL NATURE OF THESE 1WOIVIDILLS, IS
THE GOVERMIENT PLANNING ANY SPECIAL CUSTONS AM)*R It
MIGRATION SERVICE, AND VHAT PORT OF EVTRY MIGHT THAT
SPECIAL SERVICE BE SET (P AT

b 1DONT KHOW AWTHLNG ABOUT 1T,
IR, DIETERICH: AGAIN WE ARE IN THE PROSLEN OF CONFIRMING

PEOPLE'S TRAVEL PLANS, WHICK WE CANNOT DO AT ANY RATE,
UNCLASSIFIED
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- Q. YOU CAN TALK ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT'S PLANS?

MR. DIETERICH: YES.

AT ANY RATE, IF YOU ARE DISCUSSING MATTERS INVOLVING VWHAT
HAPPENS TO THE PEOPLE IN THE AIRPORT, IT CERTAINLY WOULD
APPEAR TO ME THAT§IS A MATTER YOU HAVE TO TAKE UP WITH
THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT AND HEW, THE PEOPLE THAT HAVE
RESPONSIBILITY ONCE THESE PEOPLE ARE IN THE UNITED STATES.

A. 1 DON'T XNOW IF THIS WAS POSTED OR ROT.

ON THE QUESTION OF COSTS AND MONEY AND FUNDS, AS PART
OF THE PROCESS OF ADDRESSING A WHOLE RANGE OF LEGAL |
QUESTIONS WHICK HAVE ARISEN RELATING TO THIS TRAGEDY, THE
STATE DEPARTMENT IS CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITY OF TRYING
TO CLAIM SOME OF THE FUNDS OR PROPERTY FOUND IN GUYANA.
THIS 1S OBVIOUSLY A COMPLEX LEGAL MATTER WHICH WILL HAVE
T0 BE SORTED OUT.

A MEMBER OF THE LEGAL STAFF OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT TRA-
VELED TO GUYANA YESTERDAY TO ASSIST THE E{BASSY IN AD-
DRESSING THIS WIDE RANGE OF LEGAL ISSUES.

INSOFAR AS PEOPLES TEIMPLE FUNDS IN THE UNITED STATES ARE .
CONCERNED , THIS 1S, IN FACT, A QUESTION THAT OUGHT TO BE

ADDRESSED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OR STATE OFFICIALS.
— R C o PN Y ”g e e o
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" Q. THAT- UAS‘%‘T AGTUA.Y MY QU:‘.STION. I VAS THIHNG

THEY HAVE KIND OF TAKEN ALL THEIR FUNDS. WHAT I WAS
THINKING ABOUT WAS 1.3 MILLION MEMBERS OF THE DISCIPLES
OF CHRIST WHO LICENSED THIS GUY, ORDAINED HIM, ACCEPTED
| UNCLASSIFIED |
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MONZY FROM HIM YEAR AFIER YEAR.

A. 1 THINK YOU RAISED IT BEFORE AND I THINK THE ANSWER
T0 THAT IS NO, I XNOW OF NO PLANS TO GO TO THE COURT.

Q. ‘HO PLANS.

THE REASON I ASX THIS -- IF I COULD FOLLOW-UP -- THE
SUPRENMS COURT HAS JUST RULED, AS I UNDERSTAND IT,. THAT
THE INHABITANTS OF SEVERAL M..THODIST RETIREMENT CENTERS
NOW HAVE A RIGHT IO SUE THE ENTIRE METHODIST CHURCH.
AND.I WOULD SEE NO REASON WHY THE STATE DEPARTMENT SHOULD

SADDLE THE TAXPAYERS -- \o
\‘ PR S el
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A. TN ANY CASE, LES,I’TUALLY THAT ISN'T A eussrsa THAT
THE STATE DEPARTIENT WOULD DEAL WITH AGAIN.

d. 1 SEE. THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
A. IT IS A DONESTIC MATTER.

Q. WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT GETTING MONEY BACK FROM GUYAMA,
HOW MUCH MONEY ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT?

Ao 1 DON'T XNOW THE EXACT FIGURE. I THINK THAT IS STILL
BEING PUT TOGETHER.

Q. AND YOU DON'T LITERALLY MEAN FROM GUYANA; DO YOU?

A. NO, I MEAN THE NMONEY THAT IS THERE, WHICH IS IN
VARIOUS HANDS,

Q. THAT IS WHAT I WAS GOING TO ASK YOU.
YOU DON'T HAVE A FIGURE OF HOW MUCH HAS BEEN RECOVERED

DOWMN THERE?
UNCLASSIFIED
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A. 1 DON'T HAVE A FIGURE,

Q. I THINX YOU SAID THE OTHER DAY THE UNITED STATES WAS
NOT CONSIDERING TRYING TO RECOVER FUNDS FROM THE PEOPLES
TEMPLE HERE?

A. YES.
Q. THAT MAY BE CHANGED?

A. NO. I SAY THAT IS 4 VMATTER THAT I CAN'T ADDRESS THAT
1 AM BEING ASKED.

LET ME GO THROUGH SOMETHING WHICH, IN FACT, I THINK THE
JORKING GROUP AND OTHERS WOULD JUST LIKE MEZ TO SAY AGAIN.

ON THE QUESTION OF PEOPLE COMING HERE UNDER OUR AUSPICES,.

1.E. BEING FLOWN TO CHARLESTON SPECIFICALLY, THERE WILL
BE A MILITARY FLIGHT OF SURVIVORS FROM GUYANA TO THE
UNITED STATES IF AND WHEN THERE IS A LARGE ENOUGH GROUP
OF PEOPLE ELIGIBLE TO LEAVE GUYANA WHO WISH TO TRAVEL
IN SUCH A GROUP. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR US AT THIS TIME
TO PREDICT THE TIMING OF THAT FLIGHT. IT NOW APPEARS
FOR YOUR PLANNING PURPOSES UNLIKELY THAT IT WILL HAPPEN
BEFORE THE END OF THIS WEEK. (k




JIF RND WHEW A Dscmo$s MADE T0 SCHEDULE SUCH A FLIGHT,
THE STATE DEPARTIENT WILL MAXE EVERY EFFORT T0 NCWFY
MAJOR NEWS ORGANIZATIONS AT LEAST TWELVE HOURS IN ADVANCE.

0w, AS TO WHETHER IT IS DEFINITELY GOING TO BE CHARLES-
UNCLASSIFIED
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'TON THAT THEY COME TO -- THAT IS OUR PRESENT PLAN, ASSUN-
1M THERE 1S A GROUP -- IT IS POSSIBLE, AND AGAIN VE
VILL TRY TO LET YOU KNOW, THEY WILL HAVE T0 ENTERTAIN
OTHER POSSIBILITIES.

THE PROBLEM ABOUT GIVING YOU A TIME IS ESSENTIALLY BOUND
UP ON TWO POINTS.

FIRST, WE QAN'T BE SURE WHEN THE GUYANESE GOVERNMENT
1S GOING TO ALLOW SOME OF THESE PEOPLE TO LEAVE GUYARNA.

— e




. SECOID, WE KAVE TO THEN ASCERTAIN WHAT THE WISHES_ARE OF
THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES. THEY HAVE THE ULTIMATE m’ar 10

DECIDE HOW AND WHEN THEY WILL RETURN T0 THE UNITED
STATES, IF AT ALL.

Q. THE PLEDGE YOU TALKED ABOUT YESTERDAY OF REIMBURSING
THE GOVERNMENT WOULD APPLY TO SUCH AN AIRLIFT; WOULDN'T
112 |

A. I BELIEVE THAT ALL RETURN FLIGHTS IN WHICH THE PEOPLEZ
DON'T HAVE THE CASH IN HAND CARRIES WITH IT A STANDARD
FORM OR PLEDGE OF REIMBURSEMENT.

Q. HODDING, OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS MY PUBLICATIONS
HAVE OBTAINED DOCUMENTS LARGELY FROM GOVEZRNMENT AG;NCIES
THROﬁGH FOIA REQUESTS. THEY DOCUMENT THAT THIS CULT

AND OTHER CULTS LIKE IT ARE NOT RELIGIOUS, BUT WERE
DELIBERATE SYNTHETIC CREATIONS PART OF A SERIES OF PRO-
JECTS THAT INCLUDED THE MK-ULTRA OPERATION, THAT WAS

RUN THROUGH BRITISH INTELLIGENCE CONTROL OVER A SECTION
OF THE CIA, WAS RUN THROUGH ALDOUS HUXLEY AND GREGORY
BATES OUT OF PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA.. SINCE THIS INFORMA-
TION IS IN THE HANDS OF VARIOUS GOVERNMEDT AGENCIES,

IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT LOOKING AT THE ANGLE THAT PER-
UNCLASSIFIED
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HAPS THIS WAS NOT ‘A RELIGION AT ALL AND, THEREFORE,
DOES NOT COME UNDER THE KINDS OF RIGHTS THAT A RELIGION
WOULD HAVE?

AN I WOULD LIKE TO RAISE THE QUESTION AGAIN OF THE
TERROR IST INPLICATIONS, BECAUSE IT APPEARS NOW THAT

THAT INFORMAT ION IS BEING BROUGHT OUT BY PEOPLE WHO WANT
T0 GIVE A COVER T0 THE OUTBREAK OF TERRORISM AS SOME
KID OF SPONTANEOUS UPRISING BY THESE KINDS OF CULTS.,

NOW, THIS IS A VERY SERIOUS QUESTION, AND I THINK THE
STATE DEPARTMENT HAS AVOIDED IT FOR TWO WEEKS.

A. 1 THINK IT IS A SERIOUS QUESTION. I THINK QUESTIONS
WERE ASKED SERIOUSLY. YESTERDAY, ALLEGING SOMETHING
CONSIDERABLY DIFFERENT, WHICH IS THE POSSIBILITY OF IT
BEING COMMUNIST INSPIRED AND RUN. |

1 MEAN THERE ARE ANY MNUIBER OF POSSIBILITIES. MY PRO-
BLEM WITH ALL OF THESE, LAURA, IS THAT WE ARE IN THE
PROCESS OF AN ONGOING INVESTIGATION OF A RATHER UNPRE-
CEDENTED , DRAMATIC AND TRAGIC EVENT, AND I CAN'T SIT
HERE AND GIVE A RUNNING COMMENTARY ON HOW THAT INVESTI-
GATION IS GOIIG.

\
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Q. THE POINT IS -- EXCUSE ME -- JOHN BUSHNELL ORIGIHALLY
SAID THAT TKEY WERE NO‘NVESTIGATING THE TERRORI'
IMPL ICAT.ION.

A. LOOK, OBVIOUSLY ALL ASPECTS OF THIS CASE WILL BE
PURSUED .

Q. HODDING., AS FAR AS THE PEOPLE GOING INTO NEW YORK
UNCLASSIFIED
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THIS EVENING, WHY ARE THOSE PEOPLE ARRIVING ON A COU-
MERCIAL FLIGHT, AND WHY MIGHT THE OTHERS HNOT ARRIVE ON
A COMMERCIAL FLIGHI?

A. I DON'T KNOW. IN EACH CASE IT WILL HAVE TO DO VITH
THEIR OWN CASH POSSIBILITIES, I.E. THAT THEY CAN AFFORD
PERKAPS TO FLY COMMERCIALLY AND, THEREFORE, WISH TO DO
SO IMMED IATELY AS OPPOSED -- N Y




Q. OUR UNDERSTANDING ZS THAT THE SEVEN PEOPLE COMING
INTO MEW YORK THIS Ev:—:gue WERE RECEIVING FUMNDS FQ’I
THE STATE DEPARTTMENT TO MAKE THAT COMMERCIAL FLIGHT.

15 THAT TRUZ?
A. WITHOUT ADDRESSING THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE

SEVEN PEOPLE ARE COMING IN TONIGHT OR ANYTHING ELSE, I
THINK THAT THE ARRANGENENIS THAT ARE MADE ON THE INDI-
VIDUALS ARE JUST SINPLY UP T0 EACH ONE TO MAKE FOR THEWN-
SELVES BASED ON THEIR OWN CASH POSSIBILITY.

IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT WE HAVE NOT MADE FUNDS AVAIL-
ABLE TO THOSE WHO FLY COMMERCIALLY.

Q. HODDING, DO YOU KNOW IF THE GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA HAS
ANY CLAIMS ON THESE FUNDS OF THE PEOPLES TEMPLE FOR
EXPENSES THAT THAT GOVERNMENT MAY HAVE HAD?

A. THAT IS A GOOD QUESTION, I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THEY
HAVE, IN FACT, PUT FORWARD A CLAIM. I WILL TAKE THAT
QUSSTION; WHETHER THEY HAVE SUGGESTED THAT THEY HAVE A
CLAIM ON SOME OF THAT MONEY FOR THEIR OWN COSTS.

Q. HODD'ING, HAS THE 1.3 MILLION MEVMBER DISCIPLES OF

CHRI ST MADE ANY OFFER TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT OR ANY

OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCY TO HELP PAY FOR THE COST OF
UNCLASSIFIED \«5
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BRIIGING THESE BODIES OR PEOPLE BACK?

A. TO MY KNOWLEDGE, NO, AND, FRANKLY, LES, I DON'T THINK
THAT THEY WOULD =~

Q. WOULD YOU TURN IT DOWN IF THEY DID,. HODDING?
A. WE'WOULD NOT TURN DOWN ANY MONEY.
Q. YOU WON'T TLRN DOWN ANY MONEY. OKAY.

A. GIVEN THE BUDGET IMPLICATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN PUT ON
Us, WE WILL TAKE IT.

Q. HODDING, ARE YOU SAYIHNG THAT YOU CAN'T SAY YET
WHETHER THESE SEVEN PEOPLE ARE COMING INTO NEW YORK THIS

"EVENIIG?

A. 1 AM MERELY SAYING THAT IF THEY WANT T0 ANNOUNCE
THEIR ARRIVAL THEY WILL. '

Q. BUT THE STATE DEPARTMENT DOESN'T INTEND TO ON ANYONE
THAT ‘IS COMIMG IN ON COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS?

A, THAT IS CORRECT. ‘U\




. Q. "HCDDIIG , IF I‘CAN‘SK ONE MORE QUESTION ABOUT GUYANA.

AS 1 UIDERSTAND IT, WWHAVE A MILITARY TRANSPORT W.ANE

WAITING DOWN THERE NOW. IS THAT CORRECI?
A. LET ME SEE IF I CAN TELL YOU WHAT WE STILL HAVE OH

THE GROUND, OR WHETHER THAT'S BEEN --
UNCLASSIFIED
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Q. WHAT I AlM WONDERING IS, HOW LONG DOES THE US INTEND
TO KEEP THAT TRANSPORT PLANE THERE IN THE POSSIBILITY
THAT THESE PZOPLE MIGHT COME BACK VIA MILITARY TRANSPORT

i

AS OPPOSED TO COMMERCIAL PLANES?

A. I DON'T KNOW. JEFF?




JRDIETERICH: oy uwsrzsmmm 1S THAT THERE IS 0T A ,

WILITARY TRANSRORT PLIVE VAITIIG 1OV IN GEORGETOI.
SHOWD THLS FLIGKT BECONE NECESSHRY, OV VILL B DIS-
PATCIED FRON SOUE PLACE 1% THE UNITED STATES,

IR, CARTER: AS I SEE 1T, WKAT WE BASICALLY HAVE - 1T 1S
NOBILE DOYN THERE AS OF LAST MIGHT VITH THO LONG-RAMGE
KELIOOPIERS, EMD QUOTE.  VANCE






