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THERE WERE NO QUESTF&S ON GUYANA AT THE DEPARTHENT'S
NOON PRESS BRIEFING, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30,

AT THE PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE, NOVEMBER 38, ONLY ONE
QUESTION ON GUYANA 'WAS ASKED. FOLLOWING IS TEXT:

Q¢ DOES THE NATURE OF THAT CULT 'SAY ANYTHING ABOUT

~AMERICA AND SECONDLY WHAT CAN THE GOVERNMENT DO TO AVOID

FUTYRE JONESTOWNS?

At WELL I OBVIOUSLY DON'T THINK THAT THE ‘JONESTOWN CULT
WAS TYPICAL IN ANY WAY OF AMERICA. I THINK THESE WERE
PEOPLE WHO BECAME OBSESSED WITH A PARTICULAR LEADER'S
PHILOSOPHY, THEY WERE OBVIOUS.Y MISLED, A TRAGEDY
RESWTED, IT DID NOT TAKE FLACE IN OUR OWN COUNTRY, 'IN
RETROSPECT ALL OF US CAN DEPLORE WHAT DID OCCUR., IT°'S
UNCONSTITUTIONAL FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF OUR COUNTRY TO
INVEST IGATE OR TO ISSUE LAWS AGAINST ANY GROUP NO MATTER
HOW MUCH THEY MIGHT DEPART FROM NORMAL CUSTOM WHICH IS
BASED ON'RELIGIOUS BELIEF, THE OM.Y EXCEPTION IS WHEN
THERE IS SOME SUBSTANTIVE ALLEGATION THAT THE ACTIVITIES

. OF THOSE REL'IGIOUS GROUPS DIRECILY VIOLATE A FEDERAL LAW..

I MIGHT POINT OUT THAT CONGRESSMAN RYAN AND OTHER
CONGRESSMEN DID GO TO THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SEVERAL WEEKS
OR MONTHS AGO TO GO INTO THE SO CALLED BRAINWASHING
ASPECTS OF A FEW RELIGIOUS CULTS AROUND THE COUNIRY,

MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THE SO CALLED PEOPLE®'S TEMPLE
WAS NOT ONE OF THOSE THOUGHT BY THEM AT THAT TIME TO




BE xmwms INBRAINWASHING. 11445 4 RECEAT, LME
* DEVELOPHENT THAT Mo ‘e %0 FAR AS T KNOW VAS AB’TO
,;AmeMEMTOM%%AMwma%mIDMTTMWTMI

WE OUGHT T HAVE AN OVER REACTION BECAUSE OF THE JONES-

104N TRAGEDY BY INJECTING THE GOVERNMENT INTO TRYIG 10

(ONTROL PEOPLES' RELIGIOUS BELIEFS; AND I BELIEVE THAT

VE ALS0 DON'T NEED T0 ‘DEPLORE ON . NATIOMVIDE BASIS THE

FACT THAT THE JONESTOWN CILT, S0 CALLED, WAS TYPICAL OF

AMERICA, BECAUSE IT IS 10T, END TEXT VANCE
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