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On 11/29/78, Bureau qf Cons ”hﬁ Affairs,

I_gqmn:_ﬁt State, provided to Liaison Officer
., the original of a letter dated 9/3/73 to the District

Attorney of los Angeles County, los Angeles, California, fron the
"Residents at Peoples Temple Agricultural Mission Comzmunity, North
¥est Region, Guyans, South America." The letter was signed by
approximately 600 persons. | | was unable to furnish the
date the letter was glven by the losz Angeles District Attorney to
the State Department. ‘

Attached is the letter and its various signature pages.(“)
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Enclosed for San Francisco is the original of a
letter dated 9/3/78 to the lLos Angeles District Attorneys
Oftice from the Peoples Temple at Jonestown, Guyana.
enclosed is the original and two copies of a FD 302 showing
receipt of this letter from the U. S. Department of State.

Also:

FB81/00J4




[ -

N
PEOPLES TEMQE AGRICULTURAL MISSION ’
P.O. Box 893, Georgetown, Guyana, South America

September 3, 1978
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Tot John Van de Kamp "
District Attorney
Los Angeles County
210 W, Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA USA 90001

From: Residents at Peoples Temple Agricultural Mission
Community, North West Region, Guyana, South America

Dear Mr. Van de Kamps

As we learn more about the schemes to 'get Peoples
Temple through criminal indictments our of your office,
'We are increasingly outraged. But we are not naive.

For twenty-five years, Jim Jones and Peoples Temple
have worked tirelessly for equallty, austlce, and humani-
tarian service. We have organzzed around issues of civil
and human rlghts, 1nhuman conditions, and the crying need
for world peace and 1nternat10nal co~ operatlon. We have
a solid record of achievement in drug rehabllltatlon, in
providing opportunities for jobs and education for thou-
sands of young people, in helplng untold numbers of people
who were destltute. despondent, 1n need of medical help,
counseling, food, clothing, and even shelter. We are all
personal witnesses to this staggering achievement, which
has been given official recognition all over the United
States and even internationally. You can well understand
how a man like Rev. Jones will be the subject of malicious
gossip, lies, hate-campaigns, and even conspiracies orches-
trated inside government institutions and theiintelligence
establishment. We have been the obaect of constant, organized
harassment, vandallsm, vzolence, smear campalgns, arsonists,
racists, and even hired assassins.
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Political frame-ups are not unfamiliar to us, and truthfully,
We are not surprised that there is an effort to destroy us through
the courts. But the_reality of it is no less offensive, just be-
cause it was anticipated, even expected.'we cannot stand idly by
and stoically endure this injustice without protest. In fact,
Peoples Temple has earned its unpopularity with certain elements
in the United States’preciselyfbecause it has actively fought
against inaustice for so many years. We- do remember history. and
we prefer not to repeat it. These efforts that have been mounted
against us are indeed part of a shameful heritage of’ subterfuge
that has claimed many victims over the years: individuals and
organizations that were pursuing progressive directions in American
life, seeking to bring together oppressed people, overcome
racism, and work for economic and social austice.

You have been informed that there is an effort to destroy
Peoples Temple. Though we have not ''cracked' this conspiracy
completely, we are certain of enough facts to arocuse any just-
minded individuals, and those who wish the democratic system in
the United States to surVive would surely be alarmed. Some of
these facts have been presented to the press; the mass media,
however. has been: distinguished by its refusal to print any
reports that would pOint to what is really happening. An exception
to this is the black press (and some *Eastern establishment® press)
which has been completely supportive of us throughout, since they
recognize that attacks on Peoples Temple are attacks on the black
community. We refer you to statements made by Dr. Carlton Goodlett,
president of the National Newspaper Publshers Association (black
press of America), for further clarification.

Additional facts will be brought to light soon. The story
began years ago when certain individuals 3Oined Peoples Temple who
had prior experience workingwith the U.S. intelligence establish-
ment and in ultra-right wing organizations. The hard facts came
to light beginning in late 1976 when two military officers con~
nected with Senator Stennis were caught trespaSSing near our
church while a black woman mayor from MiSSiSSippi was speaking
to our congregation about her trip to the Peoples Republic of
China (we have no political alignmﬁmt with any country, and have
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always attgmptéd to kéép informed about alternative forms of
government and their accomplishments). The very fact that we

‘p@rsuéd these ag%nts and publishéd our startling findings about

their spying mission no doubt intensified the determination of
those out to harm us. Would it have been proper, or moral, to
remain sileit about it? We think not. Démocracy depends upon the
people knowing what is happening to them. What happens to Péoples
Temple is only an example, in some instances, a harbinger, of
what is planned for other minority groups.

We are confident that when you have the full picture of how
the current group of people who are specifically organized to
harass and persecute Peoples Temple have operated over the past
year and a half, first sécretly méeting to plot how to push smear
and slander articles in the sensationalist préss (théy even hired
a prominent, expensive public relations firm to help), then
conspired to pressure and recruit people who would join them
in lies and subtérfugés, then going further to harm innocent

,p%oplé using govérnment officials, and even threaténing to hire

mercenaries, you would not allow your office to be used and
compromised to further their schemes.

Only a few of the devices that have been used in the
attempts to destroy us include the following:

-~Government agents who have conspired directly with
nenbers of Mr. Stoen's group of 'concerned relatives!
that has pushed this campaign, have offered bribes and
have attempted to blackmail various people to lie about
and denounce Jim Jones and Peoples Temple. American
Indian Movement leader Dennis Banks was pressured to do
this and was offered help with his own serious legal
difficulties as an enticement.

--We. have documented efforts to cut off pensions and other
payments to elderly members of Peoples Temple residing in
Guyana. Checks have been re-routed -- hundreds of them ~--
with the active complicity of the U.S. Post Office Depart-
ment.

~-Our, mail and other communications have been monitored

and regularly sabotaged. One large batch of mail, including
important legal documents, was doused with a wine-smelling
substance. There have been many similar instances.
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~-Shipments. of vital medical and food supplles have
been interfered with by U.S. Customs agents. Some have
never been delivered.

-~The..same group of people who ave trying to pressure your
office into moving against us has also engineered a series
of. . legal maneuvers to force their children to return to
the U.S, As you know, the most notorious case involved-
Jim Jones' own.son, whom Mr. Stoen fraudulently claims.

to be his. Stoen, not surprlslngly, is leading the

current vendetta. .

~=News, artzcles, letters, -and other communlcatlons
des1gned to cast, aspersions on our organization and sow
confusion have been planted in various publlcatxons on
the 'left' and circulated everywhere in Guyana in the
modus. operandi COINTELFRO has used against various
fprogresszve and civil rlghts groups in.the United States.

~-~Other 'dirty tricks; have. 1ncluded making phone calls

of an harassing nature, 1mpersonat1ng menmbers of Peoples
Temple -- some to your own office -- to create hostility .
against Peoples Temple. Accusations and innuendoes have been
made to the effect that we have been guilty of various
‘crimes' when it is in fact our accusers who are the guilty
parties. In. one notable situation,. we were cleared by
the..Los Angeles Coroner after those participating in the:
attempts to destroy us_tried to insinuate that Peoples Temple:
was involved' in foulsplay.toncernirg the gsuicide’ of a young
man.who was not even in our church. What you are now. being
asked, to participate in is only the latest in a series of
trumped-up, fraudulent devices.

The'people in ch group of 'concerned relatives® formed by
Mc. Stoen are only the front line of a consplraoy. They have spent
tens of thousands of dollars to pursue thelr schemes. We are currently
1nvest1gat1ng the source of their fundlng. They have brazenly mas-
queraded as pzous, outraged, morally-offended people who are seeklng
honest redress of grlevances. But what .lies behind the mask?

Most of the’pEOple who have decided to collaborate in ‘these
maneuvers (some, ev1dently, after much pressure), are operatzng out
of personal resentments agalnst Peoples Temple and J1m Jones. They
did not want to follow the path of human service except on.a very
superfzczal level. While they fancied themselves humanitarians, they
were only posturlng. Eventually, they could not go on in the
contradlctlon, yet they could not leave goodness alone. They ‘became
eager to destroy Jinm JOnes, who represented to them the kind of
human commztment that they were 1ncapab1e of -- and didn't want to
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face that in themselves. This is a familiar syndrome, and made
many of these people susceptlble to belng used by others who were
interested in destroylng Peoples Temple for many years - people
with strong rzght-wzng, reactlonary 1mpulses, who could not stand
to see people of all races and backgrounds co- operatlng and pursuing
their fair share of rights and opportunltles in llfe. Another
group of individuals, not part of Peoples Temple, were furious
that their (grown) relatives chose t0'sp3nd their lives in service
to humanitarian goals and ideals rather than to fulfxlllng others'
expectatlons of them. They,.too, have a personal grudge against
Jim Jones and Peoples Temple, and have aozned the efforts to

harm us. (For example, we have proof belng held for court in

the form of sworn statements, from a prestlglous California
bus1nessman and church leader -~ not in our church -~ that

Mr. Stoen freely admltted to him that his efforts against

Peoples Temple are in fact a personal vendetta.)

The entire scenarlo is not unfamiliar to veterans of
civil rlghts struggles and the McCarthy Period. Thousands
of people all over California and the nation -~ progress;ve
leaders, civil rzghts and communlty actzvxsts, government
ofﬂzclals, przvate cltlzens, people who have worked w1th J;m
Jones ‘and Peoples Temple are aware of the fact that we are
just another target in a'long hlstory of what amounts to a
form of treason agalnst ordlnary people who are try;ng to
secure a decent llfe for themselVes. We are unusual, perhaps,
because we are actxvely demonstratlng a successful alternatlve
for people oppressed by raclsm, and we sense a deep responsm-
bzllty to keep allve the hope and opportunity we express for
others.

Our work, by,the way, has been thoroughly 1nvest1gated
by Guyana, and they have found nothlng to change their total,
enthusiastic support of Peoples Temple -=- in fact, it has become
even stronger over the past months. As a third world nation, Guyana
obviously cannot afford to place 1tself in an antagonzstlc relation-
ship with the Unlted States, asd we know for a fact they would
not back our presence here as resolutely as they have were there

anything about Peoples Temple that wewld be an embarassment to them
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or would cause difficulty for them.

The growing body of 4ndividuals who we have Just alluded
to are, wih us, infuriated and outraged and profoundly disturbed
by what is happenlng. We are determlned to expose the consplracy
against Peoples Temple. ﬂg ask that you not co-operate with it,

Mr. Van de Kamp, you may be 1nterested to know that ch
maaorlty of us s1gn1ng this letter come from the "Los Angeles
area. Many of us were not able to get out of the street- and
gang- cultures and dead-end llves that we were 1nvolved in, until
We were at a remove from that self-destructlve env1ronment Many
of us would still be on the swollen welfare rolls 1n Los Angeles
if we did not have this community. Among us there are peOple who
would have been dead, in prison, in street gangs, in organlzed
crlme, 1nvolved in drugs, prostitution;. who would today be
swellzng the welfare rolls, who would be a drain on an already
overburdened economy, who would have been abandoned 1n their
later years in squalld hotel rooms, who would have been victimized
by rapzsts, thleves, and muggers - had it not been for Peoples
Temple and sz Jones. Many of us were caught in that vicious
cycle of poverty, crlme, and despalr. We want you to know just
exaotly who it is that your offloe is belng pressured to
proceed against: people who have had very lzttle, if anythlng,
of their own; lousy nelghborhoods to live in, terrzble educational
facllltles, unsafe working conditions (if jobs were avallable)
people who have had to work hard for just a llttle bit of hope
for a future for thdir children. And many of us here are chzldren
of broken homES, and some of us have 3ven been sold into human
slavery, right here in the twentleth century, 1n the United
States. Today, thanks to our people s collect1Ve and our communlty
organizations, bullt on care and concern for people, as exempllfled
by a most pr;nczpled and self-sacrlflclng leader of men, we have
been able to achleve a measure of securlty and well—bexng that
We never before have had, and which we are determzned will not
be taken away from us. We are of one accord that should thls
klnd of frame-up be pursued through your offlce, we would be
ready to return to Los Angeles to actxvely join protest actions

(and we suppose that the Welfare Department would, in that
o - - e - -
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event, be aware of our%es'e‘nce) ‘

Mr. Van de Kamp, we have palnstaklngly built thls community,
this movement, and it has not been easy. We have gone through all
kinds of harassments, our bulldlngs have been burned, our animals
kllled, our chlldren s llves threatened. We have carved out of the
v1rg1n Jungles here a model of human co-operatlon and love, where
people who were once at each others' throats ln an env1ronment that
fostered v;olence and gave People no creatlve outlet for thelr
lzves, are now working together peacably, building a solzd, secure
future for thelr children. Do you thlnk that, having come so far
and having made SO many sacrlflces, we are g01ng to sit 1dly
by and allow a sleazy, polltlcally-motlvated frame-up carried out
by 1nd1v;duals on a personal vendetta, take all or 3ven part of
what we have worked for away from us?

Yet this is preczsely what is 1ntended by the group of people
who are trylng to use your offlce to hand down 1ndlctments against
members of Peoples Temple. There is a sxnxster d1mens1on to all of
this that we thlnk you may grasp. The efforts to frame up a few
of our staff members in Los Angeles is actually a dev1ce to tie
up_our flnances, to paralyze our church, and effectlvely cut off
the ploneer communlty here zn Guyana from vital asszstance. This
is no mere attempt to proceed agalnst one or two or a few people
whowareﬂaccused of 'crlmes' they have never commltted or whould

have ever concelved of committing: it 1s a move against an entlre
pgogle, Mr. Van de Kamp, an act of v1olgncg and violation of the

human and 1nal;gnablg rights of all of us, a dgsglcable attack on

e W oaw

our work, our hopes, our achievements, our live s, our futurg.

It is 31gn1flcant that a person high up in government, in
the U. S. Department of State, as well as another top official
in the FCC, are fully prepared to state that we are vzctlms
of consplracy. They will be subpoenaed for testlmony if necessary.
Our work on behalf of the poor and underpr1v1leg3d - especlally
the bulldzng of thls 1nterraczal co~ operatlve community ~- has
been prazsed w;dely by hzgh government off1clals and _many pro=
minent v;s;tors to the proaect from Guyana, the Unlted States,
and other natlons. One recent visitor, author-lnvestlgator
Donald Freed (Executive Action, The Killing of RFK, Glass House _gpg_)

-7 -
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said that Jonestown was "the grEatESt, nmost compass1onate community
he has ever seen, a communzty that Dr. Martln Luther King, had

he llved, would have recognxzed as the next step toward the
reallzatzon of his dream of human brotherhoods" When you contrast
such statements ~-- and there have been many of them -- W1th the
despxcable slanders that have-been prlnted about us in the sensa-
tionalist press, it is obvious who as telllng the truth and who

is lying.

Mr. Donald Freed, 1nczdenta11y, is an expert in the
exp051ng of government conspzracles, along with author*attorney
Mark Lane (;ush to Judggment): both are convinced that Peoples
Temple 1s the victim of a vast consplracy that is now trylng
tocperate rlgh out,_g your office. Mr. Freed =-- who spent a
Week 1n Jonestown very recently =~ is prepared to offer testzmony
and is engaged with Mark Lane in a speclal lnvestlgatlon of what
is going on. We now have a publlsher who has offered to go ahead
with a book in preparatzon on this conspzracy. It w;ll help
111ustrate graphlcally how flrst the press, then government
agencles, are used (and 1ndeed, prostltuted) 1n well-orchestrated,
well ~financed campazgns to destroy progress;ve groups and church
leaders in the Unlted States. Our story -- and xt is an exploszve
one —-- Wlll be told to an- 1nternatzonal audience which 1s
deeply 1nterested in how a poor peoples organlzatlon like Peoples
Temple, and a prznclpled humanltarlan leader llke Jin Jones, are
made the victim of subverszon and government frame-ups, and
violations of human rlghts. We have not brought the Los Angeles
Dlstrlct Attorney s offlce into the story yet, because, desplte
what we have heard, we are not prepared to belzeve that you are
or would become a party to these efforts. However, we are
qulte serlous and deeply comm;tted to our cause, and are certalnly
prepared -~ and capable -~ (and 1ndeed, anxious) to go to the
llmzt to make the publlc fully aware of what is happenzng. And
we now have EVEry reason to believe that the publlc ~- both in
the U.S, and in many other nations -~ is most lnterested to know
the anatomy of this sort of hzgh treason agalnst innocent people
that is allowed to take place, and is glven every sanction, within
institutions of a supposedly free soclety.
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_ Agaln, we ;ntend to publzclze our story to the world, and
we are already assured that lt W1ll be wrltten about and w;dely
spoken of by many around the United States and in many nat;ons of
the world who have taken a profound 1nterest in what Peoples Temple
is do;ng for 1nternatlona1 co-operatlon in Guyana 1n settlng up

a model, multlraczal communzty, “and in what 1s happenlng to w1pe
out perhaps the most successful and actlve peoples organization
in the United States.

Our only and basic desire is to ve left in pEace. However,
if this political frame-up is serlously pursued, we Will be acqutlng
support from all groups in the Los Angeles area as well as all over
California and elsewhere who have offered to protest on a broad
front in our defense. Many have recognlzed the campalgns agaznst
Peoples Temple as an attack on all poor and oppressed people N
(urban blacks in partzcular, who make _up the maaor;ty of those
of us signing thls letter), and all people who are trylng to work
for social and economic Justlce in America. It will be considered
a serious matter for your off;ce to try to make a civil rlghts
church that has been in the forefront for raczal austxce for
twenty five years look like it preys upon elderly blacks by
dlgnlfylng this cruel plot Many of us know the couple concerned
in the case that is belng prepared, and were present when thezr
property was dlscussed The fact of the matter is that there was
no coerclon or any sort of 'deal! made: 1ndeed the posztzon taken
by Rev. Jones on the only occasion he referred to the matter was
that Peoples ‘I‘emple did not want t EZ‘__EQLX in gugstlon. Many of
us were present and can testlfy in support of this. The plot bezng
hatched is a tangle of lies.

Make no mlstake about our resolve. We are pledged to
defend our 1ntegr1ty, our communlty, and the austzce of our
cause. We are not afrald, and have been through battles before.
We are an embattled people, with a herztage of struggle. We have
no antagonlsm towards you at all ~-~ we, have no reason to beleﬁE
that you are not a hzghly prlnczpled person. But we want to make
lt clear that we have been pushed to the wall, that we have gone

very far in this cause, which for us ig 1dent1f1ed with our very

9
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llves. and whlch represents a hope for our dhlldrel
dldn't have in the mean streets of Watts and other'
the city -~ and wz will Very actlvely, dramatlcall
reszst any attempts, from whateVer quarter, to put
organization in aall, or other sfhemes to hurt ouri

For that reason we have come together to comp:
you this letter, whlch we hope Wlll move you 10 rei
perhaps more completely comprehend our 81tuat10n, {
of frame-up that is belng prepared against us.

Thank you VEry much for your consideration.
Signed,

RESIDENTS OF THE PEOPLES TEMPLE AGRICULIU]
NORTH WEST REGION, GUYANA, SOUTH A¥EL
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