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Decembgg_’ 6, 1978

TIDIRAL GOVERMMENT . ALIMINFORMATION CONTAINED
m CLASSIFIED
Ve-BY{oW]
MEMORANDUM FOR: PHILIP HEYMANN
Assistant Attorney Genexal ow
FROM: ROBERT LIPSHUTZ y,
Counsel to the President ‘
‘ 'RE: Guyana Mattex “Cﬁ”\ :
i&/ | N W
Attached for your information is a memoxandum from & FD({ s

member of .the White House staff, Charles O'Keefe, xe~ S Kl\cle
lating to this situation. . . w g

' 1 do not have any further information about it; nox any
knowledge about Dx. Hardat Sukhdeo.

-~

Nevertheless, I felt that it was important to pass this

along to you for your use in handling this entixe matt o
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MEMORANDUM FOR BOB LIPSHUTZ H

FROM: CHARLES O'KEEFFE

'SUBJECT: RETURNING MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE

I recieved a telephone call yesterday from Dr. Haxdat .
Sukhdeo, who is Chxef of Psychiatxy and Deputy Chairxman
for Clinical Sexvices .in the Department of Psychiatry at
the New Jexrsey College of Medicine. He has just retuxned

fxom Guyana and extensive conversations with the survivors

from Jonestown. .

Dx. Sukhdeo expressed his deep concexrn for ‘the mental
health of the survzvors and indicated that he believes

that nany of them, in’ their present state of mind, pose
a serious threat to both themselves and to soc;ety. He

indicated that the survivorxs can be placed in threé cate- -

-goxies. The first being that group who were placed in the

Park Hotel immediately after returning from Jonestown. He

‘believes that this group .of . principally older membexs who

were subgected to the subsequent media attention and were
engaged in' extensive dialogue with large numbexs of non-
membexs in the hotel, may have been thus benefitted in

.theix transition to an open society.

The second and thixd groups, about whom he is expressing.
most concern, are those who axe cuxrrently in the Park Hotel,

who have been recently released by Guyanese officials (some

20 - 25 in number), and those still being held by the.Guyan-

ese in "Lamaha House" (some 40 in numbex).

Dr. Sukhdeo traveled from GEOrgetown to New York with ‘the
women who returned on Sunday evenxng and told me that they,

as well.as the remaining survivors arxe "absolutely brainwashed”,
are dedicated to "restarting the movement™, and believe that
"Jones is God" and "“Jonestown .was wonderfnlﬂ. He .said -that
they are firmly convinced that "U.S. society is dangexous"

and will be "harmful to them". He said that these individ-
vals who are "very parxanoid” have been totally isolated from
the time they entered Jonestown and have remalned xﬁflated
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from the outside world and with each other since they werxe

taken £rom Jonestown and moved to Georgetown. He believes

that as they move from this total isolation to open society
.they represent "potential tzme bombs"

I've discussed his concens with appropriate individuals at
State, Justice, H.E.W. and Treasury. The purpose of - this
memo is to apprise you of his concerns, for any action which

you may deem appropriate.
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