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SUBJ: STATEMENT ON PREPARATIONS FOR CONGRESMANJRYAN'S VISIT

e

TO GUYANA .AEJD EVENTS BEFORE DEPARTURE FOR JONESTOWN ON NOVEMBER 17 :

e F i '

REF: GEORGETOWN 4841 RECA%, ? 6 L/Q—é? ) /073)
1. EMBASSY PREPARATIONS FOR THE VISLT OF CONGRESSMAN RYAN,, nec 17 1978 ;
T0 GUYANA INITIALLY CENTERED ON TNSURING THAT THE DEPARTHENT  oomamt memme
HAD UP TO DATE AND SUFFICIENT INFORMATION FOR TRANSHISSION T0
THE COKGRESSHAN ON THE PHYSICAL, POLITICAL AND LEGAL ASPECTS
OF THE PROPOSED VISIT. THE DEPARTMENT 'S FIRST REPORT TO

GECRGETOYN REGARDING THE VISIT (STATE 241892) HAD STATED THATY
owc{y()BE AN gzarzwm TO BRING UITH HIN "A CLINICAL |




 PSYCHOLOGIST, WEDICAL DOCTOR, A MENBER OF THE PRESS, AMD
. POSSIBLY-SOME ceil@es oF tepLe vmegRs.” d"&ssroww 3138
WD 3600, AHONS OTHER HESSHGESPUTLISED THE EVBASSY"S AL
. CONCERNS, THE LATTER CABLE STATING THAT "WUST POINT OUT ONCE
* MORE THAT 1T 1S QUITE POSSIBLE FOR FRICITé%S 70 00CUR BETVEE!
CODEL AD JONESTOWN COMMUNITY UNLESS AGREEMENT TO THE VISIT
HAS BEEY OBTALUED PRIOR 70 THE ARRIVAL OF THE CODEL."

2. UITH STATE 277716 OF UOVEABER | GIVING THE COAPOSITION OF

THE CODEL AXD DATES OF IS VISIT AND STATE 281974 OF KOVEWBER 4

CONTALNLYG THE TEXT OF CONGRESSHAN RYAN'S CABLE 10 THE

PEOPLE" TEIPLE, ACTUAL PREPARATIONS COLLD BEGIN, DCH DVYZR
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TEL%PHONED ?HE PEOPLE® TEMPLE GEORGETOUYN OFFICE TO M3,

SHARON AMOS AND OFFERED TO MAKE AVAIPABLE TO HER THE TEXT OF

THE CONGRESSHAN'S MESSAGE TIF THT PECPLE'S TEZMPLE HAD NOT
ALREADY RECZIVED IT, WHICH IT H&D KNOT. 1IN THIS AXD SUBSEQUENT
CONVERSATIONS BETUEEN DCH DJYuR AXD CONSUL ELLICE WITH MS.

£10S AND OCCASIOWALLY OTHER MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLE'S T MPLE IT
NAS STRESSED THAT WHILE THE EMBASSY COULD KOT COMMIT LHC
COKGRESSMAN TO ANY OF THE COMDITIONS WHICH THE TENPLE MIGHT

YISH T0 IMPOSE (I.E., NO PRESS, NO RELATIVES, ETC.). THE ENBASSY
wOULD BE PLEASED TO TRANSMIT THE TEMPLE'S MESSAGE TO THE
COLGRESSMAN AND THE CONGRESSNMAN'S CONUMUNICATIONS TO THE TEMPLE.
70 FACILITATE THE DIALOG. EVENTUALLY, THE TEMPLE INFORNED

THE EMBASSY THAT IT'S REPLY TO COLGRESSMAN RYA y WOULD BE SENT
LPRSLGH LAqYaﬁ hARK LANE.' (GEORGETCU N 5714) THE AMBASSADCR
ALSO DISCUSSED WITH VISIT.VITH FORhIGI MIhISTVR JACKSON, W
YHO COHFIRNED%HIS YILLINGNESS TO MEET WITH CONGRESSHAN RYAN

DURING HIS VISIT TO GEORGETOWN. THE EMBASSY THERFORE

RESERVED THE GUYANA SUGAR CORPORATION CESSNA 402 AIRCRAFT FOR
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, IN THZ HOPEZ THAT THE TEMPLE WOULD AGREEL

T0 THE CONGRESSMAN'S VISIT ON THAT DATE. CONGRESSMAN RYAN

YAS INVITED TO STAY WITH THE AM3ASSADCR, UHILE MS. SPEIRES AND
MR. SCHOLLEART HAD ROCHS RESERVED FOR THEN AT THE PEGASUS

HOTELO ‘ 0




5. INFORHAL WORD OFgRHT POSSISLE TNCLUSION I g8 RYAN PARTY
(- OF AY 1BC TELEVISION CREY HAD BY THIS TINE aamgwumn 8Y
THE GHBASSY FROW LOCAL HOTEL AND ATRLINE PERSOKAEL AND THE
Zi3AS5Y THFORKED THE GOG OF ITS UIDERSTANDING THAT THE iBC
CREY WAS TRAVELING CONPLETELY IWDEPESDEMTLY OF THE COMGRESSHAR,
THE MBASSY RENIIDED THE DEPARTMERT THAT THE TELEVISION CREW
HOULD NEED PERHISSION FROR THE PEOPLE'S TEHPLE AW THE GOB
T0 VISIT JOVESTORH AID GUYANA (CEORGEIONH 3619). sapﬁrﬁv
BEFORE THE CONGRESSHAN UAS DUE T0' ARRIVE, THE EWBASSY HEARD
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SUORS THAT OTHER JOURNALISTS WOULD ALSO BE TRAVELING TO
GEOIGETOWH OF THE SAME AIRCRAFT AS THE' CONGRESSMAR, TOGETHER
JITH A GROUP OF COWCERWED RELATIVES ABOUT 4HOW THE ZHBASSY
vip BEEW ALERTED BY THE DEPARTNENT, THE EMBASSY WAS
" [NCREASTNGLY CGHCERNED THAT 1y ITS RELATIOKSHIPS WITH THE
CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION, THE VISITING JOURNALISTS AtD
TELEVISION CREY, AiD THE PEOPLE'S TENPLE MWD OTHER PRIVATE
ASTRICA CITIZERS VISITHG I8 OR-RESIDING 1N CUYANA, TRAT
""" LY CLEAR UMDLPJ$Aﬁa;wﬂ oxﬁf ;.
DEA THE PRIVACY cr \ Tity

5:DUTIES AMD




4: QONGRESSMAH RYAl@mlIS. SPEIERS, A!D MR, SCHOLLEART ARRIVED
AT AT'INEHR‘I AIRPORT AT ABOUT @215 HOURS !‘JOVEHEEH.I‘B(AND YERE
SCHEDULED TO DEPART SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, AT 1320 HOURS). THEY
UERE MET BY THE AMBASSADCR, DCH DUYER, AND EMBASSY GERERAL
SERVICES OFFICER MASON. THE CCDEL WAS GIVEN PREPARED
CRIENTATION FOLDERS, THE COKGRESSMAN AND MR. SCHOLLEART

YERE GIVEN ENVELOPES VITH OFFICIAL FUNDS AKD MS. SPIERS

(JHO 'JAS TRAVELING AT HER OWN EXPENSE) A4S OFFERED ACCOMMO-

" DATION FCREIGH CURRENCY EXCHANGE FACILITIES. THE CONGRESSMAN

TRAVELED TO THE RESIDENCE WITH THE eﬁBASSADOR, Dct DUYER
ACCOMPANIED MS. SPEIRES A!D MR, SCHOLLEART 1M A SECOND CAR,
WHILE GSO MASOY FOLLOWED YITHTHE GROUP'S LQGGAGE. THE NBC
TV TEAM, JOURALISTS, AID CONCERNED RELATIVES HAD ARRIVID

ON THE SAME FLIGHT.

5, DURING THE APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR DRIVE FROM THE AIRPORT

TO THE HOTEL, DCH DWYER EXPRESSED CONCERN T0 MR. SCHOLLEART
(JHOM- HE HAD KNOWN PREVIOUSLY AS A FELLOY LANGUAGE STUDENT AT THE
FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTZ IY 1963-72) HIS VIEJ THAT ADDITIONAL
STAFF JORK WOULD HAVE FACILITATED THE CONGRZSSMAN'S VISIT,

AND, SPECIFICALLY, A VISIT BY A MEMBER OF THE CONGRESSMAN'S
" IR 3

: | ,‘JIJ’ "Q

STAFF TO GEORGETOWY PRECEDING THE
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~ THE COIVZRSATION THERE WAS A DISCUSSION OF WHAT IMATERIAL THE -

_.STATED THAT SUCH A PRELIMINARY VISIT WOULD HAVE CLEARED UP

44j---------lIllIIIIlllllIIIl.--...I.I.............!
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VISIT OF THE CONGRESSMAN HIMSELF MIGHT HAVE HELPED 1IN
GETITING APPROVAL FRO! THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE TO VISIT JONESTOWN
AND TO DECIDE UPON THE REQUISITE LOGISTICS. IMR. DWYER FURTHER

CONFUSION SUCH AS THAT THE PRESS AND CONCERNED RELATIVES WERE

"NOT ACCOMPANYING CODEL RYAN" (STATE 289798) ALTHQQGH THEY

HAD OBVIOUSLY TRAVELED WITH HIM. MRf SCHOLLEART NOTED THAT

HE HAD OKLY RECENTLY BEEN ASSIGNED TO ACCOMPANY THE CONGRESSNMAMN,

BUT WITH !1S. SPEIERS EXPLAINED AT SOME LEKGTH THE VERY CON- |
SIDERABLE PREPARATIONS THE CONGRESSMAN AND HIS STAFF HAD MADE

FOR THEIR VISIT TO THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLZ. AT ANOTHER POINT IN

TMBASSY COULD MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE CODEL AND HOY THE EMBASSY
MIGHT ASSIST IN OBTAINING THE AGREEMENT OF THE TEMPLE TO

THE VISIT WITHOUT VIOLATING THE PRECEPTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT.
MS. SPEIERS' INTERPRETATION AS TO THE EXTENT THE EMASSY

MIGHT PROCEED WITHOUT FIMDING ITSELF 1IN VIOLATION OF THE _
PRIVACY ACT APPEARED TO BE [IORE LIBERAL THAVN THE INSTRUCTLOhS
WITH VHICH THE EUBASSY HgD BEEN PROVID;D“QQ-}RE DFPARTméﬁT
(STATE 225461). LOOKI te ‘BACK AT THE CONVERSATION, DCM DUYER
CONCLUDES, SOMEWHAT REG? FULLY, THAT HI% FIRST

CONCERNS Q“GA?DING THu VISIT WERE WITH THE IMMEDIATE,

-

PRACTICAL PHYSICAL AND LEGAL ASPECTS OF THE VIS3IT, WHEREAS
MS. SPEIERS AND MR. SCHOLLEART WERE QUITE NATURALLY PREOCCUPIED

WITH INVESTIGATORY ASPECTS OF THE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION3'S
VisIiT.
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JORESTOUN TAKEN BY MR. DWYER DURING HIS VISIT T0 JONESTOWN
o NA{ 19 VITH THEN-CONSUL MCCOY, FOLLOWING THE BRIEFING, A
GENERAL DISCUSSION WAS HELD OF THE OBJECTIVES OF THE
CONGRESSMAN'S VISIT AND THE BEST METHODS TO ACHIEVE THEM,

IT WAS AGREEDWTHAT MR, SCHOLLEART ON BEHALF OF THE COKGRESSMAN

SHOLD DISCUSS THE'PROPOSED VISIT TO JONESTOWN DIRECILY WITH
THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE PERSONNEL IN GEORGETOWN. THE CONGRESSMAN
LUNCHED WITH THE AMBASSADOR AMD AT 1559 HOURS THE AMBASSADOR

- AND CONGRESSMAN RYAN PAID A COURTESY CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER

JACKSON. (GEORGETOWN ). q




[]

1, CONGRESSHAN RYA4ID DCH AID RS, DUYER DIfgd WITH
" W1BASSADOR BURKE THAT EVENING WHILE MS, SPEIERS AND MR,

5030LLEART ATTENDEé A DINNER GIVEN BY ANOTHER SENIOR STAFF
MEMB%R. FOLLOW{NG DINNER, CONGRESSMAN RYAN EXPLAINED AT SOME
LENGTH HOW HE HAD BECOME INTERESTED IN THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE
AND SIMILAR: GROUPS., IT UAS APPARENT THAT HE AND HIS STAFF
HeD DEVOTED SIGNIFICANT TIME AND EFFORT TO THE SUBJECT

OVER A PERIOD OF SOME TIME, AID THAT HE HAD A FANILIARITY WITH

THE PEOPLE' TEMPLE, PARTICULARLY THE CALIFORNIA-BASED END
OF THE ORGANIZATIONS, WHICH FAR EXCEEDED THE EMBASSY'S AlD
PROBABLY EVEN THE DEPARTMENT 'S, AT APPROXIMATELY 2132 HOURS
THE CONGRESSMAN LEFT T0 GO TO THE PE@ASUS HOTEL T0.MEET QITH

HIS STAFF AMD THE OTHERS WHO HAD TRAVELED WITH HIM T0 GEORGETOWN.

(IT IS KNOWN THAT HE WENT TO THE GEORGETOWN KEADQUARTERS OF
THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE BY HINMSELF LATER IHAT EVENING, THERE HE
UNCLASSIFIED
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MET WITH SHARON AMOS.)

8, ON NOVEMBER 16 CONGRESSMAN RYAN BREAKFASTED ALONE AT THE
REISIDENCE (THE AMBASSADOR HAD LEFT FCR THZ CHANCERY VHICH

OPENS AT 273%) AND THEN APPARENTILY JOINED HIS STAFF AT THE

HOTEL., AT 1130 THE CONGRESSMAN GAVE AN INFORMAL PRESS

CONFERE:SCE AT THE PEGASUS HOTEL, WHICH WAS ATTE!DED BY THE

MISSION PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER. PRIOR TO A SCHEDULED MEETING BETWEE!

THE AMBASSADOR, THE "CONCZRNZD RELATIVES™ GROUP AND THE CODEL
SET FOR 2:08 P.M., DCM DUYER MZT UITH MS. SPEIER ALD

MR, SCHOLLEART. MS. SPEIERS SAID THAT WHILE SHE HAD ACCEPTED
THE DEPARTHENT'S INTERPRETATION OF THE PRIVACY ACT AT THE

TINE OF THE DSPARTMENT'S BAIEFIKG ARRANGED FOR HER AND IR.
SCHOLLEART (STATE 285461), SHE HAD SINCE BEEN ABLE TO

STUDY THE LAY ITSELF AID HAD REACHED THE CONCLUSION THAT

THE DEPARTMENT'S AD EMBASSY'S INTERPRETATIONS UERE T00

WRROJ. 1R, DUYER NOTED THAT WHILE HE UAS HOT A LAWYER HINSELF
AUD THERFORE COULD 4OT UNDERTAKE TO ARGUE THE LEGALITIES
CONCERNED, HE 4OULD BE PLEASED TO TRANSMIT ANY PRESENTATION

MS. SPEIZRS UISHED TO MAKE BACK TO THE DEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY
FOR CONSIDIRATION BY THE APPROPRIATE LEGAL OFFICERS. THE
CODEL, UR. DUYER AMD CONSUL ELLICE ATTEIDED THE 1498 HOURS
NEETISG OF THE AUBASSADOR UITH THE COUCERNED RELATIVES
(GEGRGETOUN 3761). )




{
Y

KA THE CONGRESSHA! i\JAS HOPEFUL THAT 1T MIGHT POSSIBLE T0

AS PEOPLE'S TEMPLE LAY YEPS CHARLES GARRY AID MARK LANE WERE

SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE 11 GECRGETOUN FROM | THE UNITED STATES LATE

NOVENBER 16, DCH DUYER SPENT HOST OF REMATNDER OF THE AFTER-

NOON VITH THE ASSISTARCE OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION IN

FLIDING AN AIRCRAFT SUITABLE FOR THE CONGRESSMAN'S VISIT.

MAJOR MCPHERSON OF THE LSUYANA DEFENSE FORCE REGRETTED THAT
UNCLASSIFIED
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A
VISIT JONESTOUY THE FOLLOWING DAY, HOVENBER lz: PARTICULARLY




o

HE COULD NOT MAKX3 o ISLANDER ¢ wmaaw.as IMPORTAY

" TROOP NOVIMENTS WERZ SCHEDULED A!D AS THE GDF %WAS ALREADY
SHORT OF AIRCRAFT DUE T0 FACT THAT A GDF ISLAIDER HAD BROKEY

A NOSE UHEEL SCMZ DAYS PREVIOUSLY AID WAS STRANDED AT PORT

 KIATUMA, THE GUYANA SUGAR CORPCRATION CESSHA WHICH HAD BEEN

RESERVED FOR NOVEMBER 16 UAS ROT AVAILABLE FOR NOVEMBER 17 AS
1T HAD LONG BEFORE BEEN SCHEDULED 710 TAXE INPORTANT FOREIGHN
SUGAR BUYERS ON A TOUR OF THE SUGEAR ESTATES. THE SECOWD TUIW
ENGINE AIRCRAFT IN GEORGETOWH AFVAILAEL“ FOR COMMERCIAL CHARTER
UNFORTUNATELY WAS LEAVING THAT DAY ON A YEEK'S CHARTER

ABROAD, FINALLY, AFTER CONSIDERABLE PERSUASION, THE GUYANA
COMIERCIAL AIRLINE AGREED TO INTERRUPT ITS DOMESTIC SCHEDULE
FCR NOVEMBER 17 AMD MAXE A TVIN OTTER AVAILABLE TO THE
CONGRESSMAN, THE OTTER COULD SEAT NINETTEEN PERSONS., CUYANA
ALRIAYS CORPCRATION HAD TO HAVE A FIRNM COMMITMINT THAT DAY,
HONEVEﬁ, AUD, AFTER CONSULTING UITH MS. SPEIZRS, MR, SCHOLLEART
AND THE COUGRESSMAN, MR. DUYZR MADE THAT COMMITMZuT.

1%, AT 29205 NOVEMBER 16 CONGRESSMAN RYAN RETURNED TO THE
RESIDENT FOR A‘NIGHTCAP WITH TH&NAMBASSADOR, SAYING THAT HE
HAD GIVEN A DINNER FOR THE JOURMALISTS AND CONCERNED RELATIVES
AT THE HOTEL PEGASUS. LATER HE MET SEPARATELY VITH THE PRESS

REPRESENTATIVSES WHO WERE ANXIOUS TO DISCUSS THE DETAILS OF
THE PROPOSED TRIP TO JONESTOWN. |




¥ {, THE CO%\‘GRESSHAN?&AKFASTED WITH THE AMBASC“DOR AT ABOUT
NL 9736 AND THEN PROCE:ZDED TO THE PEGASUS HOTEL' rUR DISCUSSSIONS
”ITH HIS STAFF, THE MEDIA AND CONCER HED RELATIVES, APD WITH
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLF'S TEMPLE, INCLUDING LAWYERS |
LAN% AND GARRY. AT ABOUT 1115 HOURS AMBASSADOR BURKE
. TELEPHONED CONGRESSMAN RYAN AT THE HOTEL TO SAY THAT AIRCﬁAFT
WAS READY FOR HIM AND HIS PARTY AT THE AIRPORT., THE CONGRESSF'
MAN STATED THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF

THE GEORGETOWN OFFICE OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE AND LAWYERS GARRY

AND LANE WERE STILL 1IN PROGRESS REGARDING THE ARRANGEMENTS
_ UNCLASSIFIED
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W%
FOR THE VISIT TO JONESTOWN. HE NONETHELESS EXPECTED TO LEAVE
FOR THE AIRPORT AT ABOUT NOON. THE ANBASSADOR REPLIED THAT
DCM DWYER WOULD BE AT.IHE HOTEL SHORTLY'BEFORE KOON TO
ACCOMPANY HIM TO THE AIRPORT AND TO PORT KAITUMA.




—

2. UPOY SRRIVAL Af"“aa HOTEL AT X00u, DCH Dz:\i FOUND THAT
X The PEOPLES TTIPLE GROUP AND THEIIR LAYYIRS UER: DEPARTIIG FCR
THE GECRGETC!Y PEOPLE'S TEMPLE HZADOUARTERS FOR DISCUSSIONS
BY SHORT-WAVE RADIO WITH THE GROUP AT JONESTOWN AID HAD

AGREED TO RETURY AT 1420 HOURS TO THE HIOEL. NR. DUYER
OBSFRVED TO THE CODEL THAT A 1400 HOUR DEPARTURE FROM THE
HOTEL YOULD GET THEM TO THE AIRPORT AT ABOUT 1582 HOURS,

DEPARTURE ARRANGEMENTS WOULD TAKE FIFTEEZN MINUTES TO A HALF

N
L
:‘x

HCUR, A!D THE AIRCRAFT COULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IH PORT
KAITUMA BEFORE 1632 OR 17¢0 HOURS., IF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE

YWERE TO APPROVE THE VISIT TO JONESTOW! AWD PROVIDE THE NECESSARY
TRANSPORT FROM PORT KAITPMA, THERE VOULD BE NO WAY LN

JHICH THZ GROUP COULD RETURN TO PORT KAITUMA 1IN TIME FOR THE
AIRCRAFT "S MANADATORY (BECAUSE OF DARKNESS)

DEPARTURE AT 1822 HOURS. THE CONGRESSMAN THEN DECIDED TO
TAVE FOR THE AI&PORT AFTER INFORMING THE GECRGETOUN HEAD-
QUARTERS OF THE PECPLE'S TEMPLEZ OF HIS INTENDED DEPARTURE AND
SUGGESTING THAT THé TEIPLE REPRESENTATIVES MIGHT MEET 'THE
CODEL AT THE AIRPORT. MS. AMOS, OTHER MEMBERS OF THE TEWPLE,
AND TEMPLE LAYYERS LANE A!D GARRY DID MEET THE CODEL AT THE
AIRPCRT. IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO THE DEPARTURE CONGRESSHAN

RYAN EXPLAINED TO THE ASSE(BLED GROUP THAT WHILE HE WAS
PLEASED THAT THEY COULD ACCCMPANY HIM TO PORT KAITUMA, HE
COULD NOT PROMISE ACCESS TO JONESTOYH TO ALL KOR COULD HZ
ASSURE THE RETURY TRANSPORTATION OF PRIVATE. MEMBERS OF THE
CROUP.

EURKE

\5 *’-
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