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\_<GUBSECIN\RELEASE OF DEPARTMENT'S REPLY TO CONGRESSHAN

7ABLOCKI’ REJSONEST OW N
n . V "

I CHAIRMAN ZABLOCKI OF THE HOUSE COMMITTIEE ON INTER-

NATIONAL RELATIONS IS RELEASING FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15 TO

PRESS DEPARTMENT 'S REPLY TO HIS LETTER OF NOVEMBER 21,

1978, REQUESTING DOCUMENTS AND ASKING QUESTIONS RE
CONGRESSMAN RYAN'S VISIT TO GUYANA., TEXT OF DEPARTMENT *S
LETTER TO ZABLOCKI FOLLOWS,

2. QUOTE DEAR MR, CHAIRMANS

THIS RESPOMDS TO YOUR NOVEMBER 21, 1978, LETTER RE-
UNCLASSIFIED
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| QUESTINé DOCUMENTS AND ASKING QUESTIONS WITH RESPECT TO"

CONGRESSMAN RYAN'S TRAGIC VISIT TO JONESTOWN, GUYANA,

IN THE SECRETARY'S INTERIM REPLY DATED DECEMBER 8, KE
NOTED THAT THE DOCUMENTS HAD ALREADY BEEN DELIVERED 10
YOU, AS WE HAVE INDICATED 10 MR, BERDES OF YOR STAFF,
THE DOCUMENTS SHOULD NOT BE MADE PUBLIC WITHOUT PRIOR
CONSULTATION WITH THE DEPARIMENTS OF STATE AN JUSTICE;
SOME ARE CLASSIFIED, SOME CONTAIN INFCRMATION PRO-

TECTED BY THE PRIVACY ACT, AND OTHERS (MAY BECONE
IMPORTANT WITR RESPECT TO THE ONGOING\CRIMINAL INVESTIGA-

|

TION, ‘
|
VE RESPOND BELOW TO THE CONMITTEE'S SPECIFIC QUES- .

TIONS, THE ANSWERS ARE PREFACED BY A BRIEF BACKGROUMND
SUMMARY THAT MAY HELP PUT THE ANSWERS IN PERSPECTIVE,

BACKGROUND (\))

M o
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.'IHEFRFP RIMENT HAS NO FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE
.-ES{EBD;Q;MENT OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE SETTLEMENT IN
GUYANA., REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE IN
CALIFORNIA APPARENTLY VISITED GUYANA INITIALLY IN 1973
TO EXPLORE THE PéSSIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING AN AGRICUL-
TURAL DEVELOPMENT THERE. 1IN FEBRUARY. 1974, THE PEOPLE'S
TEMPLE, THROUGH TWO OF ITS TRUSTEES, APPLIED TO THE
GUYANESE GOVERNMENT FOR A LONG-TERM LEASE OF 25,002
ACRES OF LAND NEAR PORT KAITUMA, APPROXIMATELY 130 MILES
NORTHWEST OF GEORGETOWN. THIS REGION OF GUYANA IS
PRIMARILY TROPICAL RAIN FOREST, SPARSELY POPULATED, AND
INACCESSIBLE BY LAND FROM. THE CAPITAL. PEOPLE'S TEMPLE
MEMBERS BEGAN TO DEVELOP A SITE IN THAT AREA SOME TIME
IN 1974, ALTHOUGH IT WAS NOT UNTIL FEBRUARY 1976 THAT
THE GUYANESE GOVERNMENT FINALLY GRANTED THE TEMPLE A
UNCLASSIFIED
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THE EMBASSY'S FIRST RECORDED CONTACT WITH MEMBERS
OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE WAS IN JUNE 1974, WHEN TWO OF 115
NEMBERS APPEARED BEFORE THE CONSUL TO SIGN ON AS CREW
ABOARD A U.S, FLAG SHIP JUST PURCHASED BY THE TEMPLE,
THE MS CUDJOE, AT ABOUT THE SANE TIME, THE VENEZUELAN
GOVERIWENT EXPRESSED CONCERN -ABOUT REPORTS OF U.S,
CITIZENS ESTABLISKING COMMUNITIES IN GUYANA NEAR THE
VENEZUELAN BORDER, AN AREA IN DISPUTE BETWEEN THE TWO

| COUNTRIES, 1IN JULY 1974, EMBASSY OFFICERS VISITED THE

N0 AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITIES BEING ESTABLISHED IN THE
VICINITY OF KAITUMA--THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE AGRICUL-
TURAL MISSION (NOT YET CALLED JONESTOWN) AND THE SHALOM
COOPERATIVE, WHICH LATER FAILED, NINE AMERICANS VERE
© THEN LIVING AT THE PEOPLE'S TENPLE SITE AID BEGINNING T0
[ CLEM IT FOR DEVELOPUENT. THEY REPORTED THAT THE MISSION
WAS EXPECTED TO HAVE ROUGHLY FIFTY MEMBERS BY MID-1975,




~3 L, e b 3 B
S THE mssx SN - OF THE ’PEOPLE‘S‘T'L“ l
CONTACTED THAR S GECESSARY, FOR CONSULAR SERVICES,

AMBASSADOR MAX V, KREBS MET WITH A. GROUP FROM THE TEMPLE
AT HIS REQUEST IN GEORGETOWN ON JANUARY 23, ‘1975, AND
VISITED THE 'PROJECT :IN MARCH OF THAT YEAR, IN .CONNECTION.
WITH A TRIP TO A GUYANESE LIVESTOCK PROJECT IN THE SAME
MREA. THE AMBASSADOR FOUND SEVERAL HUMNDRED ACRES IN
‘VARIOUS STAGES OF CLEARING, SOME OF THEM ALREADY PLANTED,
AND FIFTEEN TO TWENTY MEN LIVING AT THE SITE, THE VISIT
WAS WITHOUT INCIDENT,

SOMETIME 'IN 1975 THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE ESTABLISHED AN
OFFICE IN.GEORGETOWN TO CARRY OUT ADMINISTRATIVE TASKS,
ACT ‘AS LIAISON WITH THE GUYANESE'GOVERNMENT, AND PROMOTE
THE JONESTOWN COMMUNITY,

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED




[

q,gﬁeg‘¢4 P STATE 316757

" In maY 1976, WADE MATTHEWS, THEN DEPUTY CHIEF OF
MISSION, VISITED THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE ALONG WITH MEM-
BERS OF HIS FAMILY. SOME 49 INDIVIDUALS APPEARED TO BE
LIVING THERE, A NUMBER OF RUSTIC BUILDINGS AND SHEDS
HAD BEEN COMPLETED, AND A DOZEN OR MORE PIECES OF LARGE
MECHANIZED AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT WERE VISIBLE, RESI-
DENTS SPOXE ENTHUSIASTICALLY ABOUT THEIR WORK.

IN MARCH 1977, THE EMBASSY LEARNED THROUGH THE
GUYANESE FOREIGN MINISTER THAT THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE IN
CALIFORNIA HAD DECIDED TO HAVE 389 OF THEIR MEMBERS
IMMIGRATE TO GUYANA., THE GUYANESE MINISTER OF HOME
AFFAIRS ASXED THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE TO POSTPONE THE
ARRIVAL OF THESE IMMIGRANTS SO THAT THE GUYANESE EMBASSY
IN WASHINGTON COULD REVIEW THEIR IMMIGRATION APPLICA-
TIONS. THE GUYANESE GOVERNMENT SUBSEQUENTLY GRANTED
PERMISSION TO IMMIGRATE.,

IN JULY 1977, AN ARTICLE IN NEW WEST MAGAZINE

ACCUSED THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE IN CALIFORNIA OF VIOLATING
THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF MEMBERS AND POSSIBLY THE CRIMINAL
LAWS, OTHéR ARTICLES CRITICAL OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE
FOLLOWE&. (QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE

IN SAN FRANCISCO ANDXLOS ANGELES HAD BEEN RAISED

{




EARLIER IN 1977 BY THE CALIFORNIA AUTHORITIES AND PRESS,
- +BUT NEITHER THE DEPARTMENT NOR THE EMBASSY WAS AWARE OF .
THEM AT THE TIME.)

IN AUGUST 1977, JIM JONES RESIGNED AS HOUSIKG

DIRECTOR FOR THE CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO AXD MOVED TO

JONESTOWN, IN SEPTEMBER, THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PARENTS

OF JOHN VICTOR STOEN CAME TO GUYANA TO TRY TO ENFORCE A
UNCLASSIFIED
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kCALIFORNIA COURT ORDER GRANTING CUSTODY OF THE CHILD TO

HIS 'MOTHER, THEN LIVING IN CALIFORNIA, (THE STOEN
CUSTODY CASE BEFAQE!A MAJOR ISSUE IN RELATIONS AMONG
THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE, THE EMBASSY, AND THE GUYANESE
GOVERMMENT, THE EMBASSY TWICE RAISED THE MATTEé WITH
WITH THE GUYANESE GOVERNMENT TO URGE AN IMPARTIAL
JUDICIAL RESOLUTION OF THE DISPUTE. THE CASE WAS
IMPORTANT BOTH TO THE PEOPLE'S TEWMPLE AND TO THE
ORGANIZATION OF CONCERNED RELATIVES, OF WHICH

THE STOENS WERE LEADERS,)

DURING THE FALL OF 1977, THE DEPARTMENT AND THE

EMBASSY BEGAN RECEIVING NUMEROUS INQUIRIES FROM FRIENDS
AND RELATIVES OF JONESTOWN RESIDENTS INDICATING CONCERN
ABOUT THEIR WELL-BEING AND, ON OCCASION, CHARGING THE
TEMPLE WITH SPECIFIC ABUSES OF ITS MEMBERS. THE POPULA-
TION OF JONESTOWN WAS THEN APPROXIMATELY 828. (IT
EVENTUALLY APPROACHED 1288.) THE EMBASSY INITIATED A
POLICY (NOT CUSTOMARY IN NORMAL CONSULAR PRACTICE) OF
SCHEDULING PERIODIC VISITS BY CONSULAR OFFICERS TO
JONESTOWN TO FOLLOW UP ON THESE INQUIRIES--BY INTER-
VIEWING THE JONESTOWN RESIDENTS WHO WERE ALLEGEDLY BEING
MISTREATED --AS WELL AS TO PERFORM OTHER CONSULAR FUNC-
TIONS (I.E., ADVISING ON SOCIAL SECURITY, REGISTERING

| et e T e

BIRTHS AND DEATHS). Q \ :’

Fomre,




THE'U¥2??38NSUL, RICHARD MC COY, COMUCTED SOME 75 | l‘
INTERVIEWS DURING THREE VISITS BETWEEN AUGUST 1977 AND "““%{ |
MAY 1978, BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF THE ALLEGATIONS THEN

BEING MADE AGAINST THE TEMPLE, PRECAUTIONS WERE TAKEN TO

ENSURE THAT THE INTERVIEWEES COULD SPEAX FREELY, THE

PEOPLE INTERVIEWED DENIED THE ALLEGATIONS OF MISTREATMENT !
MADE BY THEIR FRIENDS AND RELATIVES; SO FAR AS COULD BE ,
OBSERVED, THE DENIALS APPEARED TO BE GENUINE., IN NO ;g
CASE DID AN INTERVIEVEE ACCEPT THE CONSUL'S OFFER 10
ESCORT HIM/HER FROW JONESTOWN AND ENSURE REPATRIATION TO

UNCLASSIFIED
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THE UNITED STATES, (THE INTERVIEWS ARE DESCRIBED IN
GREATER DETAIL IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION NUMBER 5.)

BEGINNING IN THE SUMMER AN FALL OF 1977, SOME
WORXING LEVEL OFFICIALS IN THE GUYANESE POLICE AND OTHER

AGENCIES BEGAN TO EXPRESS CONCERN TO THE EMBASSY ABOUT
THIS LARGE COLONY OF AMERICANS LIVING IN A REMOTE AREA
WHERE EFFECTIVE JURISDICTION A}D CONTROL WAS LIMITED,
THERE WAS SOME CONCERN THAT THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE MIGHT BE
SMUGGLING ARMS, CURRENCY, OR OTHER CONTRABAND OR THAT IT
MIGHT BE ENGAGED IN OTHER CRIMINAL ACTIVITY. GUYAMNESE
AUTHORITIES BEGAN TO PAY GREATER ATTENTION TO PEOPLE'S
TEMPLE ACTIVITIES, THE TRAWLER BELONGING TO THE TEMPLE
WAS REQUIRED TO STOP AT PORT MABARUMA FOR CUSTOMS AND
IMMIGRATION INSPECTIONS, SO FAR AS WE ARE AVARE, HOw-
EVER, GUYANESE AUTHORITIES WERE NOT ABLE TO CORROBORATE
THEIR SUSPICIONS, \x




*IN Mg 1578, DEBORAH LAYTON BLAKEY, A MEMBER OF THE
__P£0PLE?S'T£MPLE LIVING IN GEORGETOWN, ASKED THE EMBASSY
10 HELP HER RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES., THE EMBASSY
PROVIDED THE NECESSARY ASSISTANCE. IN CONVERSATIONS
WITH THE CONSUL, MR. MC COY, MRS, BLAKEY REVEALED MUCH OF
THE INFORMATION INCLUDED IN THE AFFIDAVIT SHE LATER
DISTRIBUTED, INCLUDING THE REHEARSAL OF MASS SUICIDE,

MR. MC COY URGED MRS, BLAKEY TO TAKE HER INFORMATION TO :

U.S. LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES, ’

b6 E
AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME FATHER OF bIC

FORWARDED TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE TWO PETITIONS :

SIGNED BY 57 MEMBERS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF CONCERNED
RELATIVES--ONE CALLING ON THE SECRETARY T0 LAUNCH AN 15
UNCLASSIFIED 1
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IWESTIGATION. OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE INUGUYANA, THE
OTHER ADDRESSED FOR A SIMILAR jURPOSE T0 THE PRIME
MINISTER OF GUYANA. MR. STOEN :ALSO SENT COPIES OF THE
SECOID PETITION-DIRECTLY TO PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM AND
THE EMBASSY IN 'GEORGETOWN. MR, [MC COY DISCUSSED THE

, SEéOND PETITION WITH'POLICECOFFICIALS~0E THE GUYANESE

GdVERHMENT,‘WHO SAID THEY DID iOi FEEL THAT THEY COULD ,

‘PURSUE THE MATTER WITHOUT.EVIDFNCE:OF CRIMINAL CONDUCT

BY' THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE,

VHEN CONGRESSHAN RYAN PROPOSED! A VISIT 10 JONESTONN
EARLLER THIS YEAR, THE DEPARTHEAT OFFERED 175 COOPERATION
AD ASSISTANCE. VIRON Pu VAKY) ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR

© INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS, AID OTHER DEPARTHENT OFFICERS

~  MET VITH THE CONGRESSUAN AN MEMBERS OF HIS STAFF ON
SEPIENBER 15 TO DISCUSS THE VISIT, AMONG THE ISSUES
DISCUSSED WERE LOGISTICAL PROB?EMS OF TRAVELING T0

JONESTOWN, THE IMPORTANCE OF GFINING PEéMISSION IN AD-
l

VANCE TO VISIT THE'COMNUNITY, KD THE DIFFICULTY WHICH

MIGHT BE ENCOUNTERED IN OBTAI ING SUCH PERMISSION IF

' REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEDIA % CONCERNED RELATIVES OF
‘ o




@

TEMPLE MEMBERS WERE IN THE RYAN PARTY. ADDITIONAL
BRIEFING SESSIONS WERE HELD IN THE DEPARTMENT DURING Jf“‘;f
OCTOBER AN EARLY NOVEMBER, NR. MC COY, WHO HAD JUST 1
RETURNED FROM HIS TOUR AS CONSUL IN GEORGETOWN TO BECOME |
THE GUYANA DESK OFFICER, WAS IN FREQUENT CONTACT WITH
THE CONGRESSMAN'S STAFF.

THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE'S REPRESENTATIVES INITIALLY
SEEMED AGREEABLE TO THE RYAN VISIT, BUT SUBSEQUENTLY
INFORMED EMBASSY OFFICIALS THAT CONGRESSMAN RYAN WOULD g
NOT BE RECEIVED IN JONESTOWN WHEN THEY LEARNED THAT

MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES AND CONCERNED RELATIVES WOULD

BE ACCOMPANYING HIM, THE EMBASSY AN THE GUYANESE GOVERN-

MENT BOTH INTERVENED WITH THE TEMPLE IN AN EFFORT TO

UNCLASSIFIED
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PERSUADE IT TO ACCEPT THE VISIT. THE TEMPLE THEN AGREED
TO THE VISIT ON THE CONDITIONS THAT THE DELEGATION
INCLUDE PEOPLE SYMPATHETIC TO THE TEMPLE, THAT THERE BE
NO MEDIA COVERAGE ASSOCIATED WITH THE VISIT TO JONESTOWN,
AND THAT THE TEMPLE'S ATTORNEY, MARK LANE, ACCOMPANY THE
DELEGATION TO JONESTOWN.

IN ADDITION TO MAKING ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE DELEGA~-

TION'S STAY IN GEORGETOWN, AMBASSADOR BURKE AND EMBASSY
OFFICERS BRIEFED CONGRESSMAN RYAN AND HIS PARTY AFTER
THEY ARRIVED ON THE STATUS OF THE PROPOSED VISIT TO
JONESTOWN AS WELL AS THE TENTATIVE ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGE-
MENTS WHICH HAD BEEN MADE FOR THE TRIP, CONGRESSMAN
RYAN'S PARTY, INCLUDING NEWSMEN AND SOME CONCERNED
RELATIVES, LEFT FOR JONESTOWN AT MIDDAY ON NOVEMBER 17,

AT THAT TIME, PERMISSION HAD NOT BEEN RECEIVED FROM THE
PEOPLE*S TEMPLE FOR THE VISIT. ATTORNEYS MARK LANE AND
CHARLES GARRY ACCOMPANIED THE GROUP, AS DID DEPUTY CHIEF
OF MISSION RICHARD DWYER. THAT AFTERNOON AN EMBASSY
OFFICER WENT TO THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE OFFICE IN GEORGETOWN
AND SPOKE WITH MR, DWYER OVER THE RADIO LINK WITH JONES-
TOWN TO MAKE SURE THAT THE DELEGATION HAD BEEN ADMITTED \

——— - = w  mam—_

e s e =




TO THe SETTLEMENT AND THAT ALL WAé GOING WELL. MR. DWYER
REFCRTED THAT THE DELEGATION HAD BEEN ADMITTED AND THAT
PRESS AND CONCERNED RELATIVES HAD ALSO BEEN RECEIVED,

HE ALSO REPORTED THAT, DUE TO THE LATENESS OF THE DELE-
GATION'S ARRIVAL, IT HAD BEEN DECIDED THAT THE CONGRESS-
MAN AND HIS STAFF WOULD SPEND THE NIGHT AT JONESTOWN,
WHILE OTHERS WOULD FIND QUARTERS IN PORT KAITUMA., SEVEN
MILES FROM JONESTOWN, THIS WAS THE LAST WORD THE EMBASSY
HAD OF THE DELEGATION UNTIL THE FOLLOWING AFTERNOON WHEN
AMBASSADOR BURKE WAS INFORMED URGENTLY BY PRIME MINISTER
BURNHAM THAT THE PARTY HAD APPARENTLY BEEN ATTACKED AT
UNCLASSIFIED
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THE PORT KAITUMA AIRSTRIP WHILE BOARDING AIRCRAFT TO

RETURN TO GEORGETOWN, AND THAT CONGRESSMAN RYAN AND SOME
OF THOSE ACCOMPANYING HIM MIGHT HAVE BEEN KILLED.

RESPONSES TO THE COMMITTEE'S QUESTIONS

l. TO WHAT EXTENT WERE THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AN THE
AMERICAN EMBASSY IN GEORGETOWN, GUYANA, AWARE OF THE
POTENTIAL DANGER TO THE RYAN DELEGATION OF A VISIT BY
THEM TO JONESTOWN?

THE DEPARTMENT AND THE EMASSY HAD NO REASON TO
ANTICIPATE THE POSSIBILITY OF THE VIOLENT ATTACK AGAINST
CONGRESSMAN RYAN'S DELEGATION WHICH OCCURRED ON NOVEMBER

18, 1978, THERE WAS NO PRIOR INSTANCE--KNOWN OR ALLEGED -~

OF THE USE OF PHYSICAL VIOLENCE AGAINST A VISITOR.

WE WERE AWARE OF ALLEGATIONS THAT THE PEOPLE’S

TEMPLE USED CORPORAL PUNISHMENT TO MAINTAIN DISCIPLINE
AMONG COMMUNITY MEMBERS, BUT WE HAD HAD NO REPORTS OF
PHYSICAL VIOLENCE DIRECTED AGAINST OUTSIDERS.,

-

F ™ o~
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R {
PR40R“T0 THE VISIT OF THE RYAN DELEGATION, THE

,'DgpARTN$N§ AN THE EMBASSY HAD RECEIVED INFURMAJION CON=-
Y \
CERNING A LARGE NUMBER OF VISITS 70 JONESTOWN BY OUT~

SIDERS. 1IN ADDITION TO VISITS BY EMBASSY OFFICERS AND
BY OFFICIALS OF THE GOVERMIENT OF GUYANA, WE HAD RE-
CEIVED REPORTS CONCERNING VISITS BY PRIVATE IND IVIDUALS,
SEVERAL OF WHOM WERE REGARDED AS ANTAGONISTIC. IN NONE
OF THESE CASES, SO FAR AS WE WERE AWARE, WAS PHYSICAL
VIOLENCE DIRECTED OR THREATENED.

o, WHAT ADVICE DID THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND THE

EMBASSY IN GUYANA GIVE CONGRESSMAN RYAN WITH RESPECT TO

THE POTENTIAL VIOLENCE WHICH COULD ARISE AS A RESULT OF
UNCLASSIFIED
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SUCH' A VISIT IN VIEW OF THE PRESENCE OF WEAPONS IN
JONESTOWN AND THE MOOD OF ITS INHABITANTS WITH RESPECT

10 VISITS BY OUTSIDERS?

WE DID NOT SPECIFICALLY. ADVISE CONGRESSMAN RYAN WITH
RESPECT TO POTENTIAL 'VIOLENCE BECAUSE, AS IMICATED IN
OUR ANSWER TO QUESTION 1, WE DID NOT ANTICIPATE VIOLENCE,

‘EMBASSY OFFICERS WERE AWARE THAT THE JONESTOWN COMMU=-
NITY HAD SOME WEAPONS: NEITHER THE QUANTITY NOR THE TYPE OF

WEAPONS WAS UMISUAL FOR A FRONTIER SETTLEMENT IN.A JUNGLE -

REGION, (WEAPONS -ARE DISCUSSED IN MORE DETAIL IN OUR
RESPONSE T0 QUESTION 7 BELOW,) THE PRESENCE OF WEAPONS AT
THE serLEMENr WAS DISCUSSED WITH CONGRESSMAN RYAN AT A
MEETING ATTENDED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE DEPARTMENT AND
TWO "DEFECTORS" FROM THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE ON NOVEMBER 13,
1978, AT THAT MEETING, MS. DEBORAH BLAKEY NOTED THAT
THERE WAS A SQUAD OF SECURITY GUARDS AT JONESTOWN WHO
‘OFTEN CARRIED PISTOLS. A DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE ASKED
MS., BLAKEY WHETHER TO HER KNOWLEDGE THE GUARDS HAD EVER
DRAWN THEIR VEAPONS TO INJURE OR INTINIDATE PEOPLE,

MS. BLAKEY RESPONDED IN THE KEGATIVE, |

A\

| elmPegas >
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L X " Ny
- THE mgpd OF THE PEOPLE'S TEWPLE MEMBERS TOWARD OUT-

,- SIDERS. WAS ALSO DISCUSSED WITH CONGRESSMAN RYAN AN MEMBERS
0% HIS STAFF, THE DEPARTMENT AND THE EMBASSY HAD EMPHA-
SIZED THAT THE CONGRESSMAN COULD NOT COMPEL THE PEOPLE'S
TEMPLE TO GRANT HIM ACCESS TO THE JONESTOWN COMMUNITY, AND
THAT THE TEMPLE'S CONSENT TO HIS VISIT WOULD THEREFORE BE
NECESSARY, WE ADVISED THE CONGRESSMAN THAT THE PEOPLE'S

| TEMPLE WAS ANTAGONISTIC TOWARDS AN SUSPICIOUS OF THE
"CONCERNED RELATIVES™ GROUP AND THE PRESS, AN THAT
UNCLASSIFIED
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INCLUDING THESE GROUPS ON THE DELEGATION WOULD BE AN
OBSTACLE TO OBTAINING THE TEMPLE'S CONSENI.

3, ONCE MR, RYAN MADE KNOWN HIS INTENT TO VISIT
JONESTOWN, DID THE AMERICAN EMBASSY REQUEST THE GOVERN-
MENT OF GUYANA TO PROVIDE THE DELEGATION WITH SECURITY
PROTECTION OR OTHER ASSISTANCE? IF NOT, WHY NOT, AND IF
SO, WHAT WAS THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF THE RESPONSE ON THE
PART OF THE GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA?

THE GOVERIMENT OF GUYANA WAS NOT ASKED T0 PROVIDE
SECURITY PROTECTION TO THE RYAN DELEGATION, THE DELEGA-
TION DID NOT REQUEST PROTECTION; THE EMBASSY HAD XO
REASON TO BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD BE NECESSARY, WE HAD HAD
NO INDICATIONS OF POTENTIAL VIOLENCE FROM THE RESIDENIS

OF THAT COMMUNITY OR FROM OTHER SOURCES, (SEE OUR RESPON-

SES TO QUESTIONS | AND 2 ABOVE,)




: q;rﬁ~g§sgagr TO OTHER FORMS OF ASSISTANCE, THE ENBASSY o
 INFORMED THE GOVERNYENT OF GUYANA OF THE DELEGATION'S , )
VISIT WELL IN ADVANCE, THE GUYANESE AMBASSADOR TO THE .
U.S. RGED OFFICIALS OF THE TEMPLE TO RECEIVE THE DELE-

' GATION, THE FOREIGN MINISIRY OF GUYANA RECEIVED THE

CONGRESSMAN FOR AN HOUR-LONG MEETING ON NOVEMBER 15,

THE GUYANESE AIRWAYS CORPORATION PROVIDED AN AIRCRAFT TO

THE DELEGATION ON A CHARTER BASIS, NEVILLE ANNIBOURME,

AN OFFICIAL OF THE GUYANESE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION,

ACCOMPANIED THE DELEGATION TO JONESTOWN,

4, WHAT COMMUNICATION FACILITIES WERE AVAILABLE TO THE
RYAN DELEGATION DURING THE MEMBER'S STAY IN éEORGETOWN

AND PORT KAITUMA? WHAT SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR COMMUNI- '
CATIONS WITH JONESTOWN, IF ANY, WERE MADE FOR THE RYAN
DELEGATION?

-—

THE RYAN DELEGATION HAD ACCESS TO COMMERCIAL AND '
UNCLASSIFIED
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EMBASSY COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES WHILE IN GUYANA,
GEORGETOWN IS REASONABLY WELL SERVED BY INTERNATIONAL
TELEPHONE AN TELEGRAPH COMPANIES, AND THE EMBASSY MADE
ITS FULL COMMUNICAITON APPARATUS AVAILABLE TO THE CON-
GRESSMAN, THE EMBASSY EXPLAINED TO HIM THAT THE OMNLY
DIRECT LINK BETWEEN GEORGETOWN AND JONESTOWN WAS BY
MATEUR RADIO OPERATED BY THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE., JONESTOWN
DID NOT HAVE TELEPHONE SERVICE, THE AIRCRAFT USED BY THE
RYAN PARTY HAD THE USUAL RADIO EQUIPMENT, BUT IT WAS OF
LIMITED UTILITY ON THE GROUND.

THE CONGRESSMAN DID NOT REQUEST ANY SPECIAL COMMUNI-
CATIONS ARRANGEMENTS FOR HIS TRIP TO JONESTOWN. 1IN ANY
EVENT, THE EMBASSY HAD NO MOBILE RADIO EQUIPMENT CAPABLE
OF REACHING GEORGETOWN FROM EITHER JONESTOWN OR PORT
KAITUNMA,

5. HOW MANY VISITS TO JONESTOWN HAS THE AMERICAN EMBASSY
MADE ON BEHALF OF CITIZENS® INQUIRIES SINCE THE INCEPTION
OF THE SETTLEMENT? WHAT WERE THE SPECIFIC FINDINGS AN
RESULTS OF THESE VISITS? DID THE EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVES
HAVE FULL AN) COMPLETE ACCESS TO THE INHABITANTS AND
FACILITIES IN JONESTOWN? AD

F v agy




K REPRESEN{;L‘VES OF THE EMBASSY AND THE DEPARTMENT

MADE EIGHT VISITS T0 JONESTOWN SINCE THE CONMUNITY WAS
FOUNDED IN 1574, FOUR WERE CARRIED OUT BY U.S, CONSULAR
OFFICERS FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING INQUIRIES ON BEHALF
OF RELATIVES AS TO THE WELFARE OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF
THE COMMUNITY AND OF PERFORMING OTHER CONSULAR FUNCTIONS,
SUCH AS REGISTERING BIRTHS AND DEATHS OF U.S, CITIZENS,
THESE FOUR VISITS TOOX PLACE ON AUGUST 38, 1577, JANUARY
11, MAY 18, AND KOVEMBER 7, 1978,

UNCLASSIFIED
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OUR CONSPLAR OFFICERS ADOPTED A PROCEDURE FOR THESE
VISITS DESIGNED TO ASSURE FULL ACCESS TO INHABITANTS OF

THE COMMUNITY, TO MINIMIZE THE POSSIBILITY THAT JONES-

04N RESIDENTS VHO THE CONSUL WISHED T0 SEE WOULD BE
ABSENT FRON THE COMMUNLTY DURING WIS VISIT, OR THAT THEY
COULD BE CONCEALED DURING A VISIT ON THE PRETENSE THAT
THEY VERE ABSENT, HE GRALLY GAVE A LIST OF SUCH PERSONS
10 THE GEORGETONN OFFICE OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE, HOW-
EVER, HE VITHHELD SOME NAES OF INTERVIEWEES AMD ASKED
10 SEE THEM OWLY AFTER HE ARRIVED AT JONESTOWN, THOSE
HE WISHED TO INTERVIEW, BOTH THOSE ON THE LIST HE PRE-
VIOUSLY FROVIDED AND THOSE WHOSE NAMES HE HAD WITHHELD,
VERE PRODUCED AID HE WAS ABLE TO INTERVIEW THEM, KE
FURTHER REQUIRED THAT INTERVIEWEES PRODUCE THEIR PASS-
PORTS T0 AVOID ANY POSSIBILLITY OF SUBSTITUTIONS CR

1

INCORRECT IDENTIFICATIONS, M\

.y
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DIRING HIS TiRee VISI%9~10HJONEST8WH, CONSUL RICHARD
! ) o

| ~MCCOY CONDUCTED SOME 75J1nnsnv1£ws OF JONESTOWN RESIDENTS
AS A RESULT OF INQUIRI?& FRLM CONCERNED RELATIVES, ON
EACH OCCASION, HE WAS ACCOM%ANIED BY A GUYANESE OFFICIAL,
MORE THAN 40 OF THESE I}FERVIEws WERE CONDUCTED UMNDER
CIRCUNSTANCES DESIGNED TO ASSURE PRIVACY, MOST OF THESE
INTERVIEWS WERE COMUCTE 1& AN OPEN SPACE AT A DISTANCE
FROM ANY STRUCTURE AN W rﬂ'UHIMPEDED VISION IN ALL
DIRECTIONS, OTHER INTERVIEYS WERE CONDUCTED IN A CORNER
OF THE JONESTO4N PAVIL{ON, A LARGE OPEN STRUCTURE WHICH
PERMITTED PRIVACY AND M NI@IZED THE POSSIBILITY OF

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLAKCE. . |

IN CONDUCTING INTERVIEWS, THE CONSUL WOULD LOOK FOR
SIGNS OF MISTREATMENT IN CAXES WHERE PHYSICAL ABUSE OF
AN INDIVIDUAL HAD BEEN ALLEGED BY CONCERNED RELATIVES.

* HE WOULD ASK THE INDIVIDUAL T& DESCRIBE HIS GENERAL
SITUATION AND WOULD STATE IHE\s ECIFIC CONCERNS THAT HAD

UNCLASSIFL
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BEEN RAISED BY HIS FRIENDS OR RELATIVES, HE WOULD THEN 5 %

T g — 2 -

ASX THE PERSON IF THESE ALLEGATIONS WERE TRUE, HE WOULD
ALSO OFFER TO ESCORT THE PERSON FROM THE JONESTOWN
COMMUNITY IMMEDIATELY AND TO PROVIDE THE ASSISTANCE
NECESSARY FOR REPATRIATION TO THE UNITED STATES,

——

THE RESULTS OF THESE INTERVIEWS VARIED IN TERMS OF

THE SPECIFIC RESPONSES OF INDIVIDUALS 10 QUESTIONS FROM "t
THEIR RELATIVES OR TO SUGGESTIONS THAT THEY COMMUNICATE ,
WITH THEIR RELATIVES, ETC, THOSE WHOSE RELATIVES HAD “
EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT THEY WERE BEING HELD AGAINST >

THEIR WILL OR OTHERWISE MISTREATED, DENIED THE ALLEGA-
TIONS,




THE CONSUL'S OFFER OF ASSISTANCE 70 RETURN T0 THE

) mrm?)‘sr‘;\“fss WAS NOT ACCEPTED BY ANY OF THE PERSONS

INTERVIEWED, DURING A VISIT IN AUGUST 1977 CONSUL MCCOY £
INTERVIEVED LEO BROUSSARD A RESIDENT OF THE SETTLEWENT

1N MATTHEWS RIDGE, AT MR. BROUSSARD'S REQUEST, IfR.

MCCOY INFORMED REVEREMD JONES THAT HE HAD REQUESTED

ASSISTANCE IN RETURNING TO THE U,S. THE EMBASSY LATER

CONFIRMED THAT THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE ASSISTED BROUSSARD

AID THAT HE HAD RETURNED TO THE U.S. IN NAY 1978, MR,

MCCOY ASSISTED MS. DEBORAH BLAKEY, WHO RESIDED IN GEORGE- J

TOWN AT THE TIME, TO RETURN TO THE U.S., IN THE FACE OF
APPARENT DISAPPROVAL BY TEMPLE OFFICIALS.

6. WHAT INFORMATION DOES THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAVE
4ITH RESPECT TO THE RELATIONSHIP BETYEEN THE GOVERIMENT
OF GUYANA, ITS OFFICIALS, AND THE PEOPLE'S TENPLE CHURCH ]

SETTLEMENT IN JONESTOWN AD ITS FACILITY IN GEORGETOWN? i

uncLAssxeagi\ ’
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TkE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE OF THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

CHURCH WAS INCORPORATED BY ACT OF THE GUYANESE PARLIA-
MENT ON MARCH 7, 1975, AFTER EXPLORATORY DISCUSSIONS
BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE AND
OFFICIALS OF THE GUYANESE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
DEVELOPMENT, A LEASE WAS EXECUTED IN FEBRUARY 1976
GRANTING THE PECPLE'S TEMPLE USE OF 3,842 ACRES OF LAND
IN THE NORTH WEST DISTRICT OF GUYANA., 1IN EXCHANGE FOR A
NOMINAL RENT, THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE AGREED TO CLEAR,
CULTIVATE, AND OCCUPY A MINIMUM OF 1/2 OF THE LEASED
ACREAGE DURING THE INITIAL SEVEN YEARS OF THE LEASE
PERIOD,. IN SEEKING APPROVAL OF THE LEASE, THE PEOPLE'S
TEMPLE STATED ITS INTENTION TO INVEST APPROXIMATELY
$402,209 U.S. IN THE PROJECT DURING THE INITIAL TWO
YEARS, AKD DEPOSITED A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF CAPITAL

WITH A GOVERNMENT OWNED BANK, THE LEASE REQUIRED THE
PEOPLE*'S TEMPLE TO SUBMIT REPORTS ON ITS OPERATIONS TO

THE GOVERNMENT AT INTERVALS OF FI%IE YEARS.,
K




" ASIDEVFAON THE LESAL RELATIONSHIP ESTABLISKED BY

THE ACT OF INCORPORATION AtD THE LEASE, THERE WERE
ONGOING CONTACTS BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE'S
TENPLE AND OFFICIALS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA 0CCA-
SIONED BY THE PRESENCE OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE AND,
ULTIMATELY, A LARGE KUMBER OF ITS MEVBERS IN GUYANA,

THE DOCUMENTS TRANSHITTED EARLIER TO THE COMMITTEE
REFLECT THE EXTENT OF THE DEPARTMENT'S KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH

CONTACTS,

1§ GENERAL, THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE APPEARS TO HAVE

ENJOYED GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE GUYANESE GOVERNMENT.

THE GOVERMIENT APPEARS TO HAVE APPROVED OF THE GROUP'S

PLANS 7O DEVELOP AND SETTLE A REMOTE AREA OF THE COUNTRY

AND OF ITS GENERAL PHILOSOPHY OF COOPERATIVE SOCIALISM.

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF AGRICULTURAL
UNCLASSIFIED
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DEVELOPMENT PTOLEMY REID WAS REGARDED AS A SUPPORTER OF
THE TEMPLE, AT THE SAME TIME, GUYANESE POLICE, CUSTOMS
AND IMMIGRATION OFFICIALS HAD SOME CONCERN ABOUT THEIR
ABILITY TO ENFORCE LOCAL LAWS IN A LARGE COMMUNITY OF
FOREIGN NATIONALS LIVING IN A REMOTE AREA, THE TRANSPOR-
TATION AND ADMINISTRATIVE RESOURCES OF THE GOVERNMENT
WERE SEVERELY LIMITED; THE DAILY ROUTINE OF THE PEOPLE'S
TEMPLE WAS BEYOND CLOSE SCRUTINY BY THE GOVERKMENT.

7. WAS THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND/OR THE AMERICAN
ENBASSY AVARE OF THE PRESENCE IN JONESTOWN OF EXTENSIVE
QUANTITIES OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION? IF SO, WAS THIS
INFORMATION GIVEN TO THE RYAN DELEGATION? DID THE PRES-
ENCE OF THE FIREARMS AN AMMUNITION CONFORM TO RELEVANT
GUYANESE LAWS? IF NOT, WHAT ACTION, IF ANY, DID THE
GOVERKMENT OF GUYANA TAKE WITH RESPECT TO THE PRESENCE
OF THE WEAPONS? ckb

W{‘ P -

T ——a——— 1
ey
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L ALTHOUGH EARLY MEDIA REPORTS REFERRED TO LARGE

QUANTITIES OF SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS, IT IS OUR .UNDER-
STAIDING THAT IN THE SEARCH OF THE JONESTOWN AREA FOL-

LOVING THE TRAGEDY, THE ONLY FIRARMS DISCOVERED WERE 10
PISTOLS, 13 SMALL CALIBER RIFLES, AND 7 sxorcuné. THREE
PISTOLS WERE TAKEN FROM MEMBERS WHO SURVIVED THE MASS
SUICIDE,

AS INDICATED IN OUR RESPONSE TO QUESTION 2, THE

- EMBASSY. AND THE DEPARTMENT WERE AVARE THAT THE INHABI-

TANTS OF JONESTOWN HAD SOME FIREARMS, ALTHOUGH WE DID
NOT KNOW HOW MANY OR WHAT KIND, FIREARMS WERE DISCUSSED
DURING A MEETING -ATTEMDED BY CONGRESSMAN RYAN, DEPART-
MENT REPRESENTATIVES, AN "DEFECTORS" :FROM THE PEOPLE'S
TEMPLE COMMUNITY,

[
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@y k4

DURING A MEETING WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY VAKY ON
SEPTEMBER 15, 1978, COMGRESSMAN RYAN ASKED IF THE EMBASSY
OR THE DEPARTMENT WAS AWARE OF REPORTS THAT THERE WERE 9
LARGE STOCKS OF WEAPOKS AT JONESTOWN. DEPARTMENT OFFI- |
CERS REPLIED THAT THEY WERE AWARE OF SUCH REPORTS AND 5
HAD DISCUSSED THEM WITH GUYANESE OFFICIALS, BUT THAT
NEITHER WE NOR THE GUYANESE HAD BEEN ABLE TO VERIFY
THEM.

A SEARCH OF OUR RECORDS FOLLOWING THE TRAGEDY HAS
REVEALED A COPY OF AN INTERIM REPORT PREPARED BY THE f
U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE DATED AUGUST 26, 1977, THIS REPORT |
CONCERNS AN INVESTIGATION CARRIED OUT BY THE CUSTOMS

SERVICE BETWEEN FEBRUARY AND AUGUST 1577 WITH RESPECT TO

THE POSSIBLE ILLEGAL EXPORT OF UP TO 172 GUNS FROM

CALIFORNIA TO JONESTOWN, GUYANA, THE DEPARTMENT AP~

PARENTLY RECEIVED NO FURTHER REPORTS OF THIS INVESTI- f
GATION., (THE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS WHO BRIEFED CONGRESS-
MAN RYAN WERE NOT AWARE OF THE REPORT.) THE CUSTOMS ;
SERVICE HAS INFORMED US THAT SUBSEQUENT INVESTIGATIONS %
RESULTED IN ONE SEARCK OF A SHIPMENT BOUKD FOR GUYANA, é\\\\

BUT THAT NO CONTRABAND WAS DISCOVERED.
YV -




A5 REGARDS POTENTIAL VIOLATIONS OF GUYANESE LA¥,

“THE GOVERMENT OF GUYANA HAS ADVISED US THAT IT ISSUED
FOUR LICENSES 10 POSSESS FIREARMS 10 MEMBERS OF THE
JONESTOUN CONMUNITY AM THAT SEVERAL LICENSE APPLICA-
TIONS WERE PENDING, THUS, IT VOULD APPEAR THAT THE
REMAINING WEAPONS FOUKD AT JONESTOVN WERE NOT REGISTERED
IN ACCORDANCE WITH GUYANESE LAW AID PROCEDURES, (AS
NOTED ABOVE, GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS SUSPECTED THAT THE
PEOPLE'S TEMPLE MIGHT BE IMPORTING FIREARMS ILLEGALLY,
AID INSTITUTED CUSTONS SEARCHES OF PECPLE'S TENPLE
VESSELS, NO EVIDENCE VAS FOUID TO SUPPORT THE SUSPICIONS,

"UNCLASSIFIED
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8  WERE THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE CHURCH
INVESTIGATED BY THE FBI AND/OR OTHER U.S. GOVERMIENT
AGENCIES AND, IF SO, WERE THEIR FINDINGS MADE AVAILABLE
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE?

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS INFORMED THE DEPART-

MENT THAT IT COMDUCTED NO INVESTIGATIONS OF THE PEOPLE'S
TEMPLE PRIOR TO THE DEATH OF CONGRESSMAN RYAN., WE HAVE
BEEN INFORMED THAT THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
INVESTIGATED USE OF AMATEUR RADIO STATIONS BY THE
PEOPLE'S TEMPLE TO DETERMINE WHETHER THAT USE VIOLATED
THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 19534,

THE DEPARTMENT IS UNAWARE OF ANY OTHER INVESTIGA~-

TIONS THAT MAY HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED BY OTHER U.S. GOV~
ERNMENT AGENCIES OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE OR‘ITS ACTIVITIES
OTHER THAN THE SINGLE REPORT OF THE CUSTOMS INVESTIGATION
NOTED IN OUR RESPONSE TO QUESTION 7 ABOVE,

9.  WHAT EFFORTS WERE UNDERTAKEN BY THE U.S. EMBASSY IN
GUYANA TO INSURE THAT AMERICAN LIVES AND PROPERTY OF THE
JONESTOWN INHABITANTS WERE ADEQUATELY SAFEGUARDED?




Z‘Iﬂ}VItH OF THE LARGE NUMBER OF U.S. CITIZENS RESIDENT

L IN Jongsxcgn, AN THE REMOTENESS OF THE AREA, THE EMBASSY S
INSTITUTED PERIODIC CONSULAR VISITS TO THE COMMUNITY IN jﬁj\\\

AUGUST 1977 TO PROVIDE NORMAL CONSULAR SERVICES FOR THE T
RESIDENTS. THE SPECIFIC NEASURES TAXEN BY THE EMBASSY |
WITH RESPECT TO INDIVIDUALS ALLEGEDLY MISTREATED OR' HELD
AGAINST THEIR WILL ARE DESCRIBED IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION . § '*“
i ' \

e

IN RESPONSE Td ALLEGATIONS THAT ELDERLY MEMBERS OF
UNCLASSIFIED
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4
THE COMMUNITY WERE BEING DEFRAUDED OF SOCIAL SECURITY },
PAYMENTS, IN JANUARY OF 1978 THE CONSUL PERSONALLY |
DELIVERED THE PAYEES CHECKS THAT HAD BEEN TRANSMITTED TO

THE EMBASSY FOR DELIVERY., DURING THIS VISIT HE ALSO j
INTERVIEWED ANNUITANTS AT JONESTOWN WHO SAID THAT THEY

RECEIVED THEIR CHECKS AND PERSONALLY ENDORSED THEM.

MANY JONESTOWN RESIDENTS ADMITTED MAKING DONATIONS TO ;
THE COMMUNITY BUT SAID THAT THEY WERE VOLUNTARY AND THAT
IT WAS THEIR RIGHT TO MAKE THEM,

THE CONSULAR OFFICERS ALSO SOUGHT TO MAKE THE RESI- ]s’
DENTS OF THE COMMUNITY AWARE OF THE TYPES OF CONSULAR

ASSISTANCE THEY WERE IN A POSITION TO PROVIDE T0 U,S, i
CITIZENS OVERSEAS AN TO ENCOURAGE THEM TO TAKE ADVAN-

TAGE OF THESE SERVICES WHENEVER NECESSARY.

16, WAS THE U.S. EMBASSY IN GUYANA AWARE OF ANY REPORTS j}
OF PHYSICAL VIOLENCE BEING DIRECTED AGAINST MEMBERS OF
THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE CHURCH AND, IF S0, WAS THIS INFOR-
MATION MADE AVAILABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE IN

WASHINGTON? .,)‘0




" IHE EMBASEY WAS AVARE OF GENERAL ALLEGATIONS THAT e
CORPOR AL, PUNISHAENT WAS USED BY THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE FOR |
DISCIPLINARY PURPOSES, SPECIFIC ALLEGATIONS OF SUCH

PUNISHMENT WERE INVESTIGATED IN THE COURSE OF THE CON=

SULAR VISITS DESCRIBED IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION 5, AND ‘
THE RESULTS TRANSMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT, TO THE f
EXTENT PERMISSIBLE UMNER THE PRIVACY ACT, THE RESULTS

WERE FORWARDED TO THE RELATIVES. THE ALLEGATIONS WERE

NOT CORROBORATED.

.11« WAS THE GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA EVER REQUESTED TO
INVESTIGATE THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE
CHURCH? IF NOT, WHY NOT?

s e Ty il P T
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fHE GOVERNMENT. OF GUYANA WAS NOT ASKXED TO INVESTI-
GATE THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE. WE RECEIVED
ALLEGATIONS THAT U.S. CITIZENS WERE BEING MISTREATED,
AND THE GUYANESE GOVERNMENT HAD SOME CONCERNS ABOUT
POSSIBLE ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES BEING CONDUCTED IN GUYANA.
ALLEGATIONS CALLED TO OUR ATTENTION WERE INVESTIGATED
DURING CONSULAR VISITS; THE ALLEGATIONS WERE NOT COR-
ROBORATED., SIMILARLY, ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE GUYANESE
GOVERNMENT, SUCH AS THE CUSTOMS INSPECTION OF THE
PEOPLE'S TEMPLE TRAWLER DID NOT :PRODUCE EVIDENCE OF
WRONGDOING BY THE TEWPLE, !

IN JUNE 1978 OUR EMBASSY REQUESTED THE DEPARTMENT'S
VIEW REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY OF A REQUEST TO THE GOV~
ERNMENT OF GUYANA TO EXERCISE ITS JURISDICTION IN JONES-
TOWN MORE EFFECTIVELY., THE DEPARTMENT CONCLUDED, HOWEVER,
THAT ABSENT SOME CREDIBLE ‘EVIDENCE OF WRONGDOING OR
UNLAWFUL ,CONDUCT AT JONESTOWN, A U.S. GOVERNMENT‘REQUEST
TO INWESTIGATE THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE
'MIGHT WELL HAVE RAISED LEGAL AND POLICY ISSUES RELATED
BOTH TO CONCERNS FOR THE PRIVACY OF U, S, .CITIZENS AND

FOR FREEDOMS OF ASSOCIATION AND RELIGION,

| Qﬁ;

%
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12, "D3D BEPRESENTATIVES OF ANY U,S. GOVERNMENT AGENCY Aos |
~ INTERVIEW INDIVIDUALS WHO HAD DEFECTED FROM THE PEOPLE'S
TEMPLE CHURCH IN GUYANA? IF SO, WAS THIS INFORMATION

MADE KNOWN TO CONGRESSMAN RYAN?

RICHARD MCCOY, HEAD OF THE CONSULAR SECTION OF THE

EMBASSY, INTERVIEWED MRS, DEBORAH BLAKEY IN MAY 1578 ON

THE PLANE RETURNING TO THE UNITED STATES AND HAD A

FURTHER CONVERSATION WITH KER BY TELEPHONE AFTER SHE HAD

RETURNED TO CALIFORNIA, THE CONSUL'S INTERVIEW WITH
UNCLASSIFIED
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LEON ,BRO’USSARD IN AUGUST 1977 AND HIS ACTION IN ASSISTING
BROUSSA;‘!D 7O LEAVE THE PEOPLE®'S TEMPLE AMD RETURN TO THE
U.S. fS DISCUSSED ABOVE, THE CONSUL ALSO MET WITH
TIMOTHY AND GRACE STOEN IN JANUARY 1978, THEY WERE
DEFECTORS OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE, BUT HAD LITTLE PER-
SONAL EXPERIENCE WITH COMNDITIONS AT JONESTOWN SINCE THEY
LEFT THE TEMPLE PRIOR TO THE MASS MIGRATION OF TEMPLE
MEMBERS TO GUYANA. THEY DID DESCRIBE THE PRACTICES AND
METHODS OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE UP TO THE TIME THEY
SEVERED RELATIONS WITH THE ORGANIZATION.

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE CUSTOMS INVESTIGATION

CITED ABOVE, THE DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED NO REPORTS OF
INTERVIEWS OF FORMER PEOPLE'S TEMPLE MEMBERS WHICH MAY
HAVE BEEN COMNDUCTED BY OTHER AGENCIES OF THE U.S. GOV-
ER NMENT. ?

THE DEPARTMENT DID NOT COMMUNICATE TO CONGRESSMAN ‘
RYAN SPECIFIC INTERVIEWS BETWEEN I1TS REPRESENTATIVES AN

FORMER TEMPLE MEMBERS. AS NOTED ABOVE, CONGRESSMAN RYAN

WAS PRESENT AT A MEETING AT THE DEPARTMENT OF NOVEMBER
13 DURING WHICH MRS, BLAKEY AND MRS. STOEN DISCUSSED
ALLEGATIONS WHICH THEY HAD MADE EARLIER CONCERNING THE
PEOPLE'S TEMPLE, l{b

|
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- 13, WAS ANY CONSIDERATION GIVEN TO RESTRICTING THE

C e

BASSPOﬁES OF POTENTIAL INHABITANTS OF JONESTOWN WHO
d

APPLIED FOR A PASSPORT FOR THE PURPOSE OF GOING TO

GUYANA PURSUANT TO 22 UsS.C. 211A, AS AMENDED?

THE DEPARTMENT DID NOT CONSIDER RESTRICTING THE

ISSUANCE OF PASSPORTS TO POTENTIAL JONESTOWN RESIDENTS

UNDER 22 UsS.Cs 211(A), AS AMENDED, SECTION 211 (A) WAS

AMENDED ONLY ON OCTOBER 7 OF THIS YEAR-~BY WHICH TINE

JONESTOWN HAD NEARLY REACHED ITS FINAL POPULATION,

EXISTING DEPARTMENT REGULATIONS, WHICH DO NOT YET RE~-
UNCLASSIFIED
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ALECT THE AYENDNENT 10 SECTION 211(h), PROVIDE FOR AREA
RESTRICTIONS ON PASSPORTS OILY UPON DETERMINATION BY THE
SECRETARY THAT A COUNTRY OR AREA ISt (A) A COUNTRY

VITH WHICH THE UNITED STATES IS AT WAR, QR (8) A COUMTRY
@R (REA WHERE ARMED HOSTILITIES ARE IN.PROGRESS, OR (C)

A COUNTRY (R AREA TO WHICH TRAVEL MUST BE RESTRICTED IN
THE&NATIONAL’ INTEREST BECAUSE SUCH TRAVEL WOULD SERIOUSLY
INPAIR THE COMUCT OF U,S, FOREIGN AFFAIRS:s4s 28

C,F,Ry 51,72, NONE OF THESE STAWDARDS IS APPLICABLE 10
OUR RELATIONS WITH-GUYANA OR THE SHUATIO!} THERE SINCE

ST
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", y~"RECENT AMENDMENT TO SECTION 211(A) ELIMINATES

_J FOREIGN POLICY AS A GROUNDS FOR RESTRICTING PASSPORTS
AND SUBSTITUTES IN PLACE OF CATEGORY (C) ABOVE: (A
COUNTRY) WHERE THERE IS IMMINENT DANGER TO THE PUBLIC
HEALTH ‘0R THE PHYSICAL SAFETY OF UNITED STATES TRAVELLERS.
PUBLIC LAV 95-426, EVEN UNDER THE NEW STAWDARD, IT IS
UM.IKELY THAT THE DEPARTMENT WOULD HAVE SOUGHT 10 RE-
STRICT TRAVEL TO GUYANA, PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 18, THE
DEPARTMENT HAD NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THERE WAS
~INMINENT DANGER™ TO THE PHYSICAL SAFETY OF U.S. TRAV-
ELLERS TO GUYANA,

SINCERELY,
DOUGLAS J. BENNET, JR.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
FOR CONGRESSIONAL RELATIONS

END QUOTE  CHRISTOPKER
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