












Expos ing the Expose

"We can make monsters out of anyone we choose."
New VJes t repo r te r Ph i l Tracy

(spoken to Rev. Jim Jones-'in an
i n t e r v i e w t h a t w a s n e v e r u s e d )

The New West story 1^1 aunched a frenzied, bizarre campaign
that has been carried in the local and even national electronic
and print media portraying Peoples Temple as a cruel, exploitative
organization. Accusations have been rehashed a hundred times. The
public has been barraged with lurid, innuendo-filled press stories,
twisting around truth, ajnalgamating distortions and embellishments
with gross lies. Those who have closely followed the attacks
have recognized, in the words of one noted co3^mnist, that there
has been "a lot of smoke, but no smoking gun."̂  Wherever
investî ^ons have actually been carried out by official agencies,
no evidence of wrongdoing has been uncovered: the allegationo
have proven to be groundless. Beyond the smokescreen oj. flimsy,
unsubstantiated charges paraded as "news," is one of the most
highly-coordinated and well-financed attempts to discredit and
destroy a politf^^lly progressive organization.

We note that the same tactic was used extensively during the
[••icCarthy period — a tactic borrov/ed from a man who brought it
to a state of great refinement several decades ago: Nazi propa
ganda minister Joseph Goebbles. According to Goebbles, the first
step in destroying an individual or organization was to use the
press to lay down a relentless, brutal barrage of bad publicity.
The strategy ie to create, through an almost daily repetition of
the 'desp icab le acts ' or 'c r imes ' o f the person or group
(usually in the form of unsubstantiated charges), a prejudicial
climate of public opinion, tearing down trust, reputation, and
sowing confusion. Then, when something 'happened' to the nov/-
infamous reprobate, who has been 'exposed' to the public,
nobody got upset. If anyone raised any objections, they, in turn,
were also suspect. A red-baiting, yellow American press, in the
hands of media magnates linked right in with the power elite,
has been used extensively in this manner. The flimsier the
charges, the more they are rehashed. The public is treated to
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he donated to the Temple's human service ministry. In October,
1975, the young man committed suicide. Two years later, under

the pressure of Tracy and Kilduff, who were frantically
trying to find something to 'pin' on Peoples Temple, a second
coroner's inquest was held in Los Angeles. Already, the Tracy
story (which had been picked up by other media) had charged that
there were 'strange' irregularities in the suicide, and the
i n n u e n d o w a s c l e a r t h a t P e o n i e s Te m p l e h a d t h e _ m a n /
after gett ing his monev from him. Because of pressure from cUc:^
the media, medical examiners and witnesses to the event were
summoned to court. On October 20, 1977. the coroner's jury
upheld the verdict of death by suicide

A second story given heightened media coverage (front
page all over Sain Francisco) was that Temple high schoolstudents "domî êd" the school that many of them attended.
The articles^^were ludicrous, transparent attempts to grasp
at straws and manufacture *nev«s* out of practically nothing
at all. Nonetheless, the Temple was again maligned in the
public eye, accused of some vague form of wrongdoing that
hinted of • dark plott ing and behind-the-scenes f inagl ing.
Investigations that resulted from the scandal-mongering articles
turned up absolutely nothing. The media's sources mo^ed that
they were misquoted, and denied their statements.̂ ^ As wii,h
other such trur̂ d-up allegations t̂he rebuttal statements that
totally exonerated the Temple were given low-key, low-
priority coverage, buried in the back pages. But the effect
of the smear was achieved. There were no apologies or explana
t i o n s .

"TV Ge^r^ fUTo Thr Acr

Electronic media coverage used its own gimmickry. One
reporter had former Temple members give interviews with their
backs to the camera, as if they were in some kind of danger for
"testifying," contributing further to the monstrous implication
that former members of Peoples Temple were 'scared to death.'
However, hundreds of people in the church who viewed these
newscasts knew exactly who these persons were. For whose
benefit, then, was the act staged?
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On another occasion, the TV cameraman working with
the same reporter ran at breakneck speed to corner a group
of Temple senior citizens in a public park who were preparing
to board a bus and, while filming this for television, screamed
at the top of his lungs for them to call him a name, trying
to bait them into making a response that might make for
some sensatinnalistic footage on the TV news!

As ^(icMcnJoK)

It is important to emphasize that the press smear campaign
has been actively promoted around the nation. Tracy and Kilduff
have gone on television, talk shows, have held special press
c o n f e r e n c e s , c a l l e d u p i n v e s t i g a t i n g p u s h i n g a n d
promoting their stories to the hilt. But̂ e sensationalism
and smears of the Examiner and New 'Vest articles, low and
sickening from the start, have succeeded in conjuring up a
controversy around Jim Jones, they have not produced ^
"Watergate" that promoters and perpetrators hoped for̂ Some

planted in England and Can^a^

■-̂ l̂ l̂ ighly libelous articled about Peoples Temple and the mission/
community that Jim Jones has established in Guyana. The intensily
of the articles is alarming enough, but the fact that they
were printed in the two very cities where the largest popu
lations of Guyanese are located outside of Guyana leads to
one conclusion: a wel l -coordinated effor t is being made to
r^ifirT-Pdit and rim interference with the Temple's Guyana project^.

^That is another chapter in the conspiracy which we will soon
examine in some detail. But, in.order to understand that
chapter, we need to look behind the media-manipulation of
the public, behind the smear caunpaign which, in the final
analysis is a diversion. We even have to look behind the
sleazy tribe of slick, fork-tongued operatives and informers,
the Mazors and Conns who are busily engaged in blackmail,
coercion of testimony, and assorted schemes to build their
c a s e .

The Temple's continuing investigation of the plots against
Jim Jones reveals that they are being orchestrated at a
h i g h e r ' l e v e l .
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they were exempt f rom d isc losure and the search was mere ly
a " r o u t i n e p r o c e d u r e . "

^ The freight forwarder, however, confirmed that the Customs
C u L f i ' f ^ '

a g e r . " ^ i n v o l v e d n o t t h e r e g u l a r C u s t o m s a g e n t s I s e e a r o u n d
"her^C^ fanrrio of Dihii, v,vhl frum "UiC-ur nt Clearly, more
was go ing on t han a me re ' r ou t i ne * p rocedu re

Short ly thereafter, a package containing important documents
a n d c h u r c h - r e l a t e d b u s i n e s s a r r i v e d i n S a n F r a n c i s c o f r o m G u y a n a
at the Post Office. The package had been opened, tampered with,
and completely ruined. A substance the color and scent of wine
had been pourecjCor̂ pm^ over all the paperŝ ĥicĥ
important affadavits and legal documentsjf̂ A'lette? re4uesting an
explanation was sent to the Postmaster of San Francisco. As
yet, no reply has been received by the Temple.

A m o s t r e c e n t i n t r u s i o n i s t h e b l a t a n t i n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h

t h e S o c i a l S e c u r i t y c h e c k s o f h u n d r e d s o f s e n i o r c i t i z e n s ,
members of Peoples Temple who are now res id ing in Guyana at the

agricultural community. The Temple has received word from a con
fi d e n t i a l s o u r c e t h a t a m e s s a g e w a s c i r c u l a t i n g i n t h e S a n F r a n -
ciscff Post Office branches ordering that any SSA (Social Security)
checks wh ich have a fo rward ing o rde r to Guyana be re tu rned to the
Social Security Administration (Department^f Health, Education
and We l fa re ) . Fo r mon ths , t hese checks J i ave no t been ' rece i ved

by their owners. All members of Peoples Temple who have taken up
residence in Guyana and who are legally entit led to receive these
benefi ts , fi l ed app rop r i a te f o rms (SSA-21 ) dec la r i ng the i r i n ten
t i o n t o l i v e o u t s i d e t h e t e r r i t o r i a l b o r d e r s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .

3v law. Social Secur i ty checks are to be sent to the recipient,
wherever he may choose to res ide .

Lette35a. of inquiry were sent to Congressman Philip ^rton
and letters of ̂ rot̂ t̂ wer̂ ^N^ent the \o.cal po^ma t̂er î Xll

sec^e^Na\o>y ̂  the ̂ tbal ̂ mo wh\cJ\or̂ '̂ ^y M the
^̂ iChecksSio where tJî  postN)ffiĉ has â orŵ l̂̂ ngN̂ êr\IyCfcuyana. The illegality of this order is clear. Still, t^re has

; e s H o d a i ê N̂ U.rte<5̂
'e^Na^o"^ o

lal is^e.̂ jh^Smeantime
I mo whkchXo]
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I h i b a j m l i l i t i ' " l u i H r i r p p r n r p fl n r a ? ' ' v ; h a t h a s b e c o m e
-3 clear is that the 'routine' is more of a, pattern of deliberate

o f fi c i a l g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c y h a r a s s m e n t . I t i s n o t w i t h i n t h e

s c o p e o f t h i s d o c u m e n t t o g o i n t o t h e m y r i a d i n s t a n c e s o f
t h i s t y p e o f h a r a s s m e n t , w h i c h h a v e i n c l u d e d m u l t i p l e i n s t a n c e s
of surveil lance^^, mail tampering, payoffs, bribes, blackmail,
and even hired assassins sent through the jiggle across
international _^rders.. .besides what liihL a most cruel
a n d i n h u m a n © i s f e A o " s t a r v e o u t " t h e h u n d r e d s o f Te m p l e m e m b e r s

i n G u y a n a b y h o l d i n g u p t h e i r G o c i a l S e c u r i t y b e n e fi t s t h a t
a r e r i g h t f u l l y t h e i r s . H o w e v e r , w e h a v e b e g u n t o u n c o v e r a r e a s
o f w h a t i s s h a p i n g u p a s a v e r y f a r - r e a c h i n g , i n s i d i o u s c o n

s p i r a c y t h a t c a r . h e l p u s t o e x p l a i n a l l o f t h e f o r e g o i n g a n d ,
h o p e f u l l y , g e t t o t h e h e a r t o f i t . .

i n e i n t e r C o n n e c t i o n

T h e i r r e g u l a t i t i e s t h a t h a v e b e e n p a s s e d o f f a s " r o u t i n e "
r e c e i v e d a g r e a t m e a s u r e o f c l a r i fi c a t i o n w h e n , i n N o v e m b e r
1 9 7 7 . s e v e r a l Te m p l e o f fi c i a l s c o n d u c t i n g i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n t o
the conspiracy v.ere given accessor (through government sources)
t c a l e n g t h y d o c u m e n t o r i g i n a t i n g i n I n t e r p o l . T h e c o v e r i n g
l e t t e r o f t h e d o c u m e n t b o r e t h e n a m e o f I ' i r . l o u i s B . S i m s o f

t h e f■S I■ a n d I n t e r p o l . T h e d o c u m e n t d i s c u s s e d J i m J o n e s ,

x - e o p l e s Te m p l e m e m b e r s , a n d c h u r c h a c t i v i t i e s f r o m i n f o r m a t i o n
p rov ided by th i r t een ex -members who had me t w i th an agen t i den
t ified only by his number. The meeting took place in February,
w e l l b e f o r e a n y o f t h e s m e a r a r t i c l e s w e r e p u b l i s h e d . A m o n g
t h e s e f o r m e r m e m b e r s w a s G r a c e S t o e n , t h e s a m e p e r s o n w h o

David Conn said (to Dennis Banks) had talked to agents of
the Treasury depar tment . Typ ica l o f In te rpo l i nxe l l i gence
reports'^ tne document was riddled with fabrications and out
r i g h t l i e s a b o u t t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f P e o p l e s Te m p l e a n d o f m e m b e r s
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whose na.'iies v.cri cited in the report. The report discusses
the 'political influence' of Rev. Jones and the Temple in the
u n i t e d S t . a t . p - ^ - , r - + h n + n n . •■■■■■ n r f - ^ p ^ - r ^
thr n1li| 111 mill in liim prniiii hmrr liiin \n ^"^ytihi'^C It confirms
that the thir teen former members had contacted reporters to
spur more investigatinns, and that articles had subsequently
appeared in the press. The report confirms that special ob
se rve rs had been s ta t i oned i n Hous ton , New Or l eans , and K iam i ,
assigned to watch for^hipments leaving the country from Peoples
Teir.ple. The report m@^c.ncd the meeting between Dennis Banks
and David Conn. It also alleges that Jim Jones took part in some
sor t o f demons t ra t i on i n Guyana du r ing a t ime pe r iod v.hon he was
ne t i n the counx ry a t =^11 .

3 i g n i f i c . . n t l y, t h e I n t e r p o l d o c u m e n t d i d n o t -■e a t e n c o n c e r n
i tse l f w i th the "charges" and a l legat ions out o f wh ich the
me d i a sme a r ca mp a i g n i i a s b e e n f a b r i ca te d * i t s co n ce rn s r e ve a l e d
the unde r l y i ng reasons beh ind the smear campa ign and the

p lo t t i ng o f . . . azo r, . . . e r t l e , Conn and Co . aga ins t J im Jones and
h i s o r g a r . i z a t i o n ; p o l i t i c a l p e r s e c u t i o n . J i m J o n e s w a s p i c t u r e d
a s a ' t h r e a t e n i n g ' p r e s e n c e , a d a n g e r o u s r a d i c a l , a f r i e n d o f

' b l a c k p o w e r ' o r g a n i z a t i o n s s u c h a s t h e B l a c k P a n t h e r s a n d t h e
I ' a t i o n o f I s l a m , a r e v o l u t i o n a r y c r g 3 t n i z e r w h o , a l o n g w i t h h i s
' s u b v e r s i v e ' o r g a n i z a t i o n , h a d t o s o m e h o w b e s t o p p e d . T h e m e d i a
s m e a r s t o r i e s w e r e s h o v. n b y t h e I n t e r p o l d o c u m e n t t o b e p r e c i s e l y
what Peop les Temple has sa id a l l a long tha t i t wc^s- : an enormous
r e d h e r r i n g , a d i v e r s i o n .

T̂ e conclusions recomiaended further action; more observers.
m o r e o f fi c i a l s t o w a t c h f o r t r a f fi c , a n d m o r e

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s t o b e i n i t i a t e d .

Je are at tempt ing at th is t ime to acquire copies of the

report.^IL 1j iiumyyui that thn rinm-npnt benn dinratnhod
'tu auyai.cx LbUih Jimm ulm^, l i iLlJeii lall jn iu uIjo the pnnnn,

haj bueiH' largely responsible for the campaigj is waged against
the Church of Scientology in recent years. That organizat ion has
done extensive invest igat ions of Interpol, s ind has documented
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I n t e r p o l ' s N a z i c o n n e c t i o n s

. . H A T I S I N T E R I C L ?

I n t e r p o l i s a p r i v a t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i c e
organization niade up of national police representativesfrom over 100 nations. Supposedly organized to apprehend
criminals, control drug traffic, etc., Interpol (in the
0.3.) is funded, staffed, and housed in the Treasury
Department, across the street from the .vhite House. It has
a direct hook-up to the computer ized Nat ional Cr ime Infor
mation Center (NCIC;, run by the F3I, and direct contact
with State and local police. All Interpol nations have
aceess to US files and records denied to US citizens. Any
police state, or private group in any member nation, via
their police can obtain information on US citizens, busi
nesses , tour is i t s , i io ra ig ran ts - , suspects , e tc . w i thout re
g a r d t o v a l i d i t y , r e l e v a n c e , t r u t h o r s o u r c e . T h e N C I C c o m
pu te r i zed fi les a t the d i sposa l o f I n te rpo l a re mass ive . A
fore ign agency, opera t ing through In terpo l , cou ld even
piant in format ion in US government fi les .

I n t e r p o l i s b a s i c a l l y a N a z i o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t s V i c e -
Fresident in the 1930*s and ^O's was Nazi General Kurt
Daluege, executed later for war crimes. During Hitler's
power per iod, Interpol was headquartered in Ber l in, and
has been r idd led wi th h igh-ranking Nazi po l ice and mi l i
ta ry o ffic ia ls ever s ince. I ts 1939 conference was he ld
under^the patronage of the Reichsfuehrer, the SiD, andNazi Chief of Pol ice Heinr ich Himmler. In 1963, Paul
^ickopf, a high-rar.king official in Hitler's SecretService (SD), was elected president of interpol. During
his term in office, the organization became affluent, due
to large contributions by three member nations in particular,
Venezuela, Brazil, and Switzerland where, coincidentally,the most powerful units of the underground "Odessa" organi
zation of former top Nazis are located, and are still quite
a c t i v e

The Interpol involvement in the plot against Jim Cones at
the upper levels of the conspiracy is interesting aind instructive
for many reasons. Let us recall again the role of the Treasury
Department in much of the anti-Temple activity* Conn's connections
with the Treasury, h is insistence that Dennis Banks meet wi th
Treasury agents in the proposed "deal" in which Banks would give
false testimony against Jim Jones in exchange for protection in
his extradi t ion case, and the var ious forms of harassment
(i.e.. Customs) that originated in that department. Let us also be
reminded that the Treasury Department has been used, practically
as a second FBI , fo r in te l l igence ga ther ing and po l i t i ca l perse
cution (especially through the Internal Revenue Service, a major



agency of the Treasury). Grace 3toen, a key media 'witness* and
a v\o:;.ar. who has played a maior role in efforts to harass Peoples
Terr.ple, was noted by Ccnn (in his conversation with Dennis Banks)
to have met with Treasury agents. The Treasury Department, by
t h e w a y, h a s b e e n i n c r e a s i n g l y r e l i e d u p o n f o r t h e k i n d o f w o r k
t h a t w a s f o r m e r l y t h e e x c l u s i v e d o m a i n o f t h e F B I b e c a u s e o f

the new Freedom of Information (FCl) legislation^which does not
c o v e r t h e T r e a s u r y.

I n t e r e s t i n g l y, I n t e r p o l i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s d i r e c t l y
u n d e r t h e w i n g o f t h e T r e a s u r y D e p a r t m e n t , w h i c h i s t h e o f fi c i a l
U.S. representat ive to Interpol . The Chairman of the US delegat ion
of Interpol 's General Assembly is none other than the Special
Ass is tant tc the Secretary o f the Treasury ( for Enforcement) .
. . o r e o v e r , a l l I n x e r p o l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s a n d a c t i v i t i e s a r e
f a r m e d o u t t o t h e U . S . S e c r e t S e r v i c e , C u s t o m s , t h e B u r e a u

o f - ' a r c o t i c s , a n d t h e I R S — a l l a g e n c i e s o f t h e U . S . T r e a s u r y
v ; h i c h e f f e c t i v e l y p u t s t h a t e n t i r e d e p a r t m e n t a t t h e s e r v i c e o f
Interpol h n i r r ^-ni 11 Ti* ^ 11 * - 1 i^he Trramiry Drpnrtmrnt

T h e f a c t t h a t I n t e r p o l i s a N a z i - r i d d l e d o r g a i i i z a t i o n i s
•well-known (see bo;:). In fact, it -was for many years run by top-
r a n k i n g U c i O i ^ . E v e n a s l a t e a s 1 9 7 2 , o n e o f h i t l e r ' s t o p S D
(secret service) officials, Paul Dickopf, was its director.<^ut
what readers may not know is that Peoples Temple has been one
o f t h e m o s t m i l i t a n t l y o u t s p o k e n a n t i - N a z i o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h e
United States^Through its newspaper. Peoples Forum. Peoples
Temp le has repea ted l y and f ea r l ess l y denounced and exposed t he
r i se and dangers o f neo-Naz is .m in San Franc isco and a round the
United Statesv^ It has also run front-page exposes on U.S.
government compl ic i ty (w i th in the Immigra t ion and Natura l iza t ion
Serv ice , espec ia l l y ) in sh ie ld ing top Naz i bu tchers f rom prosecut icn
o r depo r ta t i on , wh i l e t he^ l i ve comfo r tab l y, even l uxu r i ous l y,
S t . J « « - « J _ J ^ ^ V » . >in the United States. Jim Jones has adwo spoken out" publicly
o n t h i s i s s u e , a n d h a s i n s i s t e d t h a t s o m e t h i n g b e d o n e a b o u t
it. He has also spearheaded drives, with other concerned organi
zations in the community, to combat the neo-Nazi upsurge.

T h u s i t i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t e f f o r t s t o s t o p , s i l e n c e ,
or destroy Jim Jones would be instigated in the ultra-right.
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^^--feel that the letter has state;..€nts in it that contradict sor.co f t he ma in t ex t o f t h i s boo ] : , and cou ld pe rhaps be o r i i t t ed . Be s i des ,^ is quite long, i erhaps just a fevv l ines of summary that ucru.
BroAT. wrote to Senator Stennis and give general contents of letter,
then pri .nt the recept sl ip, not ing as you did that no reply has
b e e n r e c e i v e d .



ANOTHER SPECIAL SECTION INSERT TO TigS KJOKt

hLjKci i?: mEOifl Guar IN SHAM "n^fose''ot! fetfm fernu
"ANSWERING CHARGES" A GAME WITH 'L0A13ED* DICE I

After twisting, distorting, or ignoring everything that Peoples
Temple has-published about what our attorney, C'^arles Garry, has called
"an orchestrated, organized, premeditated government campaign to
destroy a politically progrssive church," the sensationalist press .
has extended to us the opportunity of •defending* ourselves by
•answering questions* they have posed concerning a series of
allegations that ksxcxfesn tiiey have^^nified with front-page
h e a d l i n e s , a s i f t h e l i e s w e r e f a c t s .

After the * prosecution* has (for the time being) rested its
•case,* and the verdict of *^ilty* has been pronounced by direct
implication in the kangaroo court of public opinion (concocted,
rehearsed, staged, and edited by the Hearst/teurdoch press — for
reasons which we shall soon clarify), the * guilty* are a&ed to
say a few words, to * explain themselvesl*

In a way we are grateful that we have^ beai asked to do this,
because it gives us an opportunity to once more, and perhaps
more fully, expose exactly what is going on, to demonstrate to
the public how various reporters have either been manipulated
or have knowingly collaborated in wfeat amounts to a conspiracy
to destroy us — a conspiracy that is at once propagated and
covered up through slanderous and outrageously biased newspaper
s t o r i e s .

Questions are posed that concern the bel iefs and practices of
Peoples Temple and Jim Jones. They once again reiterate ^d focus
upon the 'charges* which, str ict ly speaking, have never been
p r e s e n t e d a s c h a r g e s , b u t a s f a c t s o r , m o r e p r e c i s e l y, a s * n e w s * —
a ra the r s l i ppery ca tegory wh ich may have the shape and sound
of truth, but (heaven knowsl) not the substance.

Such 'quest ions,* then, serve to perpetuate the i l lus ion o f the
ent i re media campaigni a l legat ions and 'charges* are g iven real i ty
b y o u r r e s p o n d i n g t o t h e m . I t ' s a c l e v e r t r a p .

A familiar psychology is at work here. Even the denial of
a s vicious and totally false accusation does* not at all dispel'the
effect of its having been madet it only reinforces it in the public
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i m a g e s n o r e t r a c t i o n s o f ' o t h e r - s i d e - f t f - t h e - s t o r y ' s t u f f c a n u n d o
what has been done. For the purpose of the media here has assxiredly
a n d d e m o n s t r a b l y n o t b e e n t o g e t a t t h e t r u t h — e v e n t h o u g h t h a t
has been the shape of the subterfuge all alongt an 'expose.' Even
though the newspaper may finally publish a few lines of the truth, they
have succeeded in creat ing enough of a controversy, a sensat ional ist ic
smoke-screen of charges, countercharges, and hel labal loo, that the
p u b l i c w i l l n e i t h e r n o t i c e n o r d i s a p p r o a v e o f t h e u n d e r h a h d e d w o r k
that goes on behind the sau. smokescreen, or pich regard what
Peoples Tempie may s.ay in its 'defense.' The 'i^ed herring' gas
e i the r th rown the pb l i c p f f . t he t rack , ,o r c rea ted such a s t i nk
that i t doesn't make any difference anymore.

WHAYs Be:M6 Cjovctep uf ?
This'is the devious psychology of public-manipulation that

several rpporters and editors have engaged in —and not only in our, —
c a s e — t h a t m a k e s a m o c k e r y o f a ' f r e e ' p r e s s . A n d i t h a s b e e n t h e
role that so much of our media has played to pfotect vested interests*.
And yet. Peoples Temple, which has been one of the leading candidates for
the 1977 Media Victim of the Year Award, has resolutely defended the
Freedom of the Press, has gone on marches for th is cr i t ical Const i tut ional
b u f f e r a g a i n s t t o t a l i t a r i a n a b u s e s .

But today, we must speak out, and for that very dame reason. Because
when that precious freedom is abused, and turned into an open-season
hunting license to malign and smear selected targets that are deemed
a threat to the interests af -that Big Media xxxxxmciixts protects,
then we are indeed on the verge of tyranny. Today, the adversary role of
the media has all but Yawtxhed been abliterated; it is quickly becoming
innocuous entertainment, protecting the interests of the owning
classes, and only presenting enpugh of the truth about the massive
corruption in American affairs to perpetuate the il lusion that it
is the 'watchdog' for the people's interests, when it really is more of
a protector o f the r ich and the super- r ich.

Until the offending newspapers get to the bpttcra the Peoples
Temple 'case*, revealing and 'investigating the right-wing plotting
that has been going on behind the scenes, we are not interested in
playing the game of charge/countercharge for the entertainment
(and confusion) of a bored public that may or may not crave such
amusement, but which /newspapers nonetheless provide them with in
order to turn over a profit. One of the questions that has been put to
us is why we haven't einswered the 'chp,rges' against us, ^ if yie have



n o t m a d e t h e r e a s o n s c r y s t a l c l e a r m a n y t i m e s . T h e q u e s t i o n i s a s k e d
with a kind of decptive, mock-innocence. But from the beginning we
have made it clear that we are not about to joing the iHxds^xdxKK
gSBBX 'crap* g^e in which the dice are loaded.

- j W r T fi j C K M S '
We h a v e h a d o u r fi l l o f r e p o r t e r s w h o h a v e u s e d d e c e p t i o n ,

e v e r y f o r m o f c o n n i v i n g a n d c o z e n i n g i n o r d e r t o b u i l d t h e i r c a s e .
We have #r*oof of some who have gone far and wide asking leading and
loaded quest iohs in order to e l ic i t the k ind o f rep l ies they needed.
They have also made slanderous and vicious comments designed to cast-
asperions on us. ̂ r->exefcqiple*̂ >Aftei<Jiflh-Jmeŝ -euf£Bre<Ler̂ coĤ pse

^•iieu«lng--AtrWierirtyHneeting_-(4*ekJiad.jio-€J,eefi.;Wie-^fttght^be^Por e
•tfec^RIWTie-^was-^coun§BJLI,ng)-»^_oae--.of-<he-«epoaste*iS<^wh€f'4iae-"^to€TV

{We know how questions and comments can be made which carry hiddenaccusations. This is an old tr ick in the bag of the sensat ion and

I scandal-monger. Another collaborator, Phil Tracy, interviewed Jim
Jones for two hours and did not use a word of his in-depth interview in
any of the long stories he wrote about us. In another story concerning
the tragic death of one Temple member, the reporter interviewed the
mans former wi fe for at . least kcxk hal f an hour —* but pract ical ly
n o r e o f h e r t e s t i m o n y w a s i n c l u d e d i n t h e s t o r y s i n c e , w e s p e c u l a t e ,
i t coht rad ic ted the tenor o f the v ic ious innuendoes that the s tory
w a s e x p r e s s l y w r i t t e n t o p u t b e f o r e t k t h e p u b l i c .

On numerous occasions, reporters have baited Temple members for
information that they later twisted so far out §!?^?5Rtl8? as to
defy cMdulity. On one memorable oeeasion, a national newsweekly magazine
reporter attenopted to l ie his way into a Peoples Temple service,
identifying himself as a 'Harvard graduate* who was sent there by
the American Friends Service Committee. His name appeardd on the
by- l ine o f s scur r i lous s tory about Peoples Temple that was fi l led wi th
g r o s s l i e s a n d l u r i d s e n s a t i o n a l i s m .

Such 'reporters' have eroded practically to zero our ability
to t rust the establ ishment media. They have disgraced their profession.
We have had 'newsmen' come by our church and members' homes using their
cameras to spy and pry at all houBs of the day and night, a cruel
fr ightening twist where the camera becomes an Orwell ian monitoring devise:
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that the people who she misquoted, when faced with an investigation,
disavowed their statements which, only a few days ftarl ier, had been
displayed on the front pages tax as the gospel truth! (Of course,
their d isavowals were i not carr ied or, in one case, nt iHagtud bur ied
to the back pages). This points directly to tha why we have stayed
out of the game of "why don't you answer the accusations?" It is
not, however, the only case where investigations were carried out
by official agencies in the wake of highly-publicized incidents
in which Peoples Temple was supposed to be guilty of some crime.
There have veen several such investiagions, and IN EACH CASE,
NO OFFICIAL INQUIRY HAS TURNED UP ANYTHING WHATSOEVER TO SUBSTANTIATE
THE TEMPLE'S INVOLVEMENT IN ANY WRONGDOING. IN FACT, IT WAS MADE
CLEAR IN EACH CASE THAT NOT ONLY WAS THE TEMPLE NOT INVOLVED IN ANY
ALLEGED "CRIME," BUT THAT NO CRIMES EVEN TOOK PLACE!

We Accuse
. ' I

We could go into a much lengthier discussion of how our
work has been d is tor ted, monster ized, l ied about , and del iberate ly
mangled beyond recognition by some in the media. It is not just
a question of false Accusations. It goes beyond that^ fxsxkyBioi
into vicious smear campaigns which are directly linked to what
have now been revea led to be tk i rxKffwTf tgxgfxnf ta twgiaety i tES a whole
ser ies o f e f fo r t s , i nc lud ing harassment , v io lence , aw i se t -ups ,
COINTELPRO tactics, and the like that the public is never made
a w a r e o f .

WE ACCUSE the perpetrators of these smears of concocting a
kangaroo court of 'charges' that are csSt in such a way as to
make response to them impossiblei we reply again tka± by saying
t h a t t h e c h a r g e s a r e n o t o n l y f a i l s e i n s u b s t a n c e , . b u t t h e y a r e
t h e m s e l v e s a r u s e t o t r i c k t h e p u b l i c . O n c e a g a i n , w e a r e b e i n g
set-up. The charges are not being made so that they can be 'answered'
and the ' t ru th ' brought out . They are being a i red in the publ ic
media for one reason onlyi to pre.iudice, public opinion againfet the
Te m p l e . a n d t o a s s a s i n a t e t h e c h a r a c t e r o f J i m J o n e s . M e r e l y t o
air a false accusation prejudices the public ipse facto,' especially
if it is done with the stamp of truth and authenticity ('news') that
the media can br ing to i ts 'official ' portrayal of real i ty.



Actual lyt we are weary of being constantly placed in the posit ion of
having to answer questions as if we were guilty of crimes. The accused,
who has already been most unfairly and scurri lously portrayed in the
news media, is surro\mded with an aura of guilt which is only

H e n e v e r

can come out winning in such a situation, eispecially when his
•side* of the story is at the mercy of being mangled by the very
organs of populat taste that saw fit to print the original lies,
and even to invent them. How can there be any fa i rness in such
a situation? Though there is an appearance of equity, the deck
i s s t a c k e d .

The Temp le and J im Jones a re gu i l t y o f no th ings bu t t o
state this alone gives credence to the bogus issue of 'gui l t*
and^innocence.* Note the devious mentsdity that engineers the
w h o l e c h a r a d e . I t i s c l o s e t o t h e " h a v e y o u s t o p p e d b e a t i n g y o u r
wifefp'^dilemma. The asking of the question ostensibly provides the
• a c c u s e d * t k a w i t h t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o ' v i n d i c a t e * h i m s e l f f r o m
g u i l t f o r n e v e r t h e a n s w e r " I n e v e r
b e a t h e r ' i n t h e fi r s t p l a c e " d o e s n o t e r a s e t h e s t i g m a t h a t t h e
verv posing of the ouestmn presumes. ' Someone has made the accusat ioni
in the workd of the public media, that's tantamount to guilt. The
denials and apologies, as we have said, complete the i l lusion
of a legitimate process. Beyond that, the real guilty party
emerges i the med ia mag ic iau is and make-up ar t i s ts who have fl im-flammed th (
ent i re th ing, stagnng ±t for the express purpose of sel l ing newspr int .

We feel today that to try to expose this kind of thing is
p e r h a p s f r u i t l e s s . T h e h e a r t o f t h e p r o b l e m i s t h a t t h e p u b i c ,
wh i ch has been nu r t u red on a d i e t o f pu l p , p robab l y doesn ' t wan t
a n y t h i n g e l s e . I t i s a l m o s t a t r u i s m t h a t t h e m e d i a ' s p e n c h a n t f o r
sena t i ona l i sm has made the k ind o f . smear campa ign th t t has 'beeb
m o x i n t e d a g a i n s t u s p o s s i b l e . B u t , a s w e h a v e c l a r i fi e d i n o t h e r
c o n t e x t s , t h e t r u t h g o e s d e e p e r. T h e p r e s u m e d c r e d u l i t y o f t h e
p u b l i c — p r o g r a m m e d i n t o u s f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f e n t e r t a i n i n g a n d
diverting us while we are being fleeced by the owning classes (in
whose interests Big Media works) is cynically manipulated so that
progressive organizations and humanitarian leaders who oppose those
v e s t e d i n t e r e s t s c a n b e p i l l o r i e d a n d d i s g r a c e d , a n d t h e i r e f f e c t i v e i y s s



We a r e n o w p r a c t i c a l l y c o n v i n c e d t h a t , f o r t h e s e r e a s o n s , t h e d e e p e r
t r u t h a b o u t P e o p l e s Te m p l e w i l l n e v e r b e s d l o w e d t o g e t i n t o p r i n t .

We wish to make i t abundant ly c lear that we have never had

any avers ion to d iscuss ing o \ i r be l ie fs , or sp i r i tus i l hea l ing, or
our work with extreme cases, with individuals who have been^^^^,^
•salvaged* largely because of iStŝ oris/patience and~willingness.\*-̂
to wo rk w i t h peop le who , i n many cases , nobody x i e l se was w i l l i ng
to take'on, and get them out of desperate, dead-end situations in
l i f e . I n f a c t , w e h a v e t a l k e d a b o u t t h e s e i s s u e s f o r y e a r s . We h a v e
s e n t o u t p r e s s n o t i c e s , i n v i t e d m e d i a t o o u r c h u r c h t o l e t t h e m
k n o w a b o u t o u r w o r k , n o t f o r p u b l i c i t y ' s s a k e , b u t s o t h a t p e r h a p s
what we are doing could be a kind of •catalyst* for godd, an
encouragement to ±xk others. But there has been very little interest.
A n d w e d o n o t r e a l l y w o n d e r w h v. A r t i c l e s a b o u t c r i m e p r e v e n t i o n
a n d s o l u t i o n s t o s o c i a l p r o b l e m s s e l l f e w e r p a p e r s t h a n l u r i d s t o r i e s
a b o u t k i l l e r s o n t h e r a u n p a g e , • s e x f i e n d s * t e r r o r i z i n g c o - e d s ,
o r ' b l a c k r i o t e r s . ' A n d t h e s e n s a t i o n a l i s t p r e s s i s t o b e b l a m e d
f o r t h a t , a l o n g w i t h t h e d i e t o f s m i l a r s t u f f o n t e l e v i s i o n . A r i x a i i y x .

KgxkanraxfBnrxAxthgjacthinraTrtKyBigxexwfxaxdKKtTfKxtBxgiHBBTTXH It is almost
a s i f t h e m e d i a X B K k t x k s n e e d s t o h a v e k i l l e r s , r a p i s t s , r i o t e r s ,

and gang wars aroundl-o^ art ticcncTtucy I
aiL4^

s We a re^beg inn ing to weary o f ques t ions ask ing "wha t re l i g ious
b e l i e f s w e r e p r e s e n t " — q u e s t i o n s t h a t c a r r y w i t h t h e m t t h e p e r n i c i o u s

inquendo that we are familiar witfe, hidden under the SExk cloak of an
i n n o c e n t q u e r y X K t B X H X x , a s i f P e o p l e s Te m p l e ' s " r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s "
were somehow so odd , so b iza r re . . . so mrKgggtyxwx h igh ly unor thodox
that they needed to be .justified by some "special explanation T Not only
t h a t , b u t t h e r e ± x s i s a l s o a d i s t u r b i n g r i n g t o t h e q u e s t i o n t h a t
t h e r e m a y i n d e e d b e s o m e r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s t h a t a r e u n a c c e p t a b l e :
t h e q u e s t i o n i s l o a d e d w i t h t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s t h a t i f t h e r e l i g i o u s
beliefs we have are somehow not 'proper* (compared to what?), we are
s u s p e c t . B u t t h e v e r y f a c t t h a t s u c h a q u e s t i o n i s p o s e d r e n d e r s
us already suspect. There is innuendo in this question that appeals
to bigotry — i t is the kind of quest ion that is more proper to the
Inquisit ion or the Salem trials of the 17th century than what we might
expect of an̂ êm ônment that is ̂ supposed to foster freedom of thought
and religion. Such a question works to poison, to undern^ine that very
f r e e d o m .
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We have never functioned •behind closed doors.' On the
contrary, more people have attended services at Peoples Temple
than practically any, church in California. Our church is the
most open and accepting afic imaginable, with a congregation of

^ people from every walk of life, from all backgrounds, allrac4s Md colors, sharing the ideals of universal human, broth
equality aggx.-|uqtice, ̂ nd compassion...and who are willing towork for the realisation of those ideals in human society. We
are a peat extended family, and our emphasis is on what must
be dchieved in the 'here and now' for the relief of human misery
and suffering. We are not centered on the ̂ hereafter.' We follow

the.original̂ iples of Christ, by living communallyd̂ sharing. We are not P̂ -̂̂ eomf̂able with the termreligion.. The wor/̂ tSteS^^^ abuses, stupidity, andhuman felly and crime cominitted in its' name that we are pledged
to combat and overcome.,In that sense, though we are affiliated
and active within a national religious denomination (the
Christian Church/bisciples of Christ), we are a kind of 'gadfly
presence among churches because we point out that religion ±x
as proven itself a force tha1?̂ h"as subverted human progressTto

a great eitent.)Even the great teachers, thinkers, and social
activists who have shared this view are often themselves made into
founders' of 'religious systems' that wholly pervert the meaning and

example of their lives and ccnvictions.

More could, and will be said. There is no escaping the fact
that in all of this, Jim Jones and Peoples Temple have been

wronged. Several reporters, editors and news media
ĥrjI shameful role in it, and we will continue to remindpu 10 of It until there are apolggies and restitution. XXUKXX
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aoj ajBO awos mohs o% sauof mxr a ao 'axdmai m-̂Eôjb ♦apaaûpuM
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