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t h e e f f o r t s t o s i l e n c e a n o t h e r p r i n c ^ e d a n d o u t s p o k e n v o i c e f o r
s a n i t y a n d r e a l i t y i J i m J o n e s ,

(end of Foreword - begin the next part on a separate page) ^ ^
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I n r e c e n t w e e k s t h e o u t l i n e s o f a m a s s i v e c o n s p i r a c y a g a i n s t
J im Jones and Peop les Temple have begun to emerge . The e f fo r t invo lves
U.S. Treasury Department in formers, Interpol , paid-off government
officials, and a host of individuals who have been coerced (and
i n s o m e c a s e s b l a c k m a i l e d ) i n t o s u p p l y i n g f a l s e t e s t i m o n y t o a n
unusual ly eager and co-operat ive t r ibe of sensat ion-mongering
yel low journal ists. There even have been assassinat ion attempts.

The object o f i t a l l is a Disc ip les of Chr is t min is ter who has
adopted children of all racesl̂ ĵ ives very modestly, and who has
devoted his l i fe to breaking down racial barr iers and helping poor and
destitute persons. Moreover, Jim Jones is one of the most outspoken
a n d f e a r l e s s c r i t i c s o f A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y. T h o u s a n d s o f p e o p l e h a v e
joined his church, which, in its #ewer, unr^ and activism, can
be more p rope r l y ca l l ed a mfi fmssa tA ,

Currently Jim Jones is in Guyana, where~h'e"has been building a
huge co-operative community that has nearly one thousand residents,
and is growing.^ Despite the attempts to destroy him and his movement,
he remains today more determined than ever to persevere in his work.

Before en ter ing in to any de ta i led d iscuss ion o f the par t i cu la rs
of the current conspiracy against Jim Jones and Peoples Temple, it
is necessary to take the time to put some of the basic issues of his
life and work into perspective, and to explain why some of the most
powerful reactionary forces in America are going to great lengths
t o ^ s t o p h i m .
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Jim Jones grew up in the grinding poverty of the Depression-
sca r red M idwes t . He knew f rom pe rsona l expe r ience the m ise ry o f

hunger and want. More than anything else, it was this experience
tha t made h im de te rm ined t o do some th i ng abou t cond i t i ons t ha t ,
even in t imes of "prosper i ty, " have cont inued to leave mi l l ions o f
people impoverished and neglected in the midst of a nation of
v a s t w e a l t h . I t w o u l d b e t o t h e p e r e n n i a l " l o s e r s " w h o n e v e r
could seem to overcome their plight that Jim Jones would turn;
to those who never had the educational opportunit ies to real ize
their talents and potential; to those who suffered job discrimination
because of race or ethnic background, or who were stuck permanently
in the v ic ious cycle of poverty, unemployment, or s lavish labor;
or who turned to drugs, drink, or crime as a means of escape, or
e v e n s u r v i v a l . . . i t w o u l d b e t o s u c h d e s p e r a t e a n d r e j e c t e d p e o p l e
t h a t J i m J o n e s w o u l d d e v o t e h i s l i f e a n d h i s m i n i s t r y.

H e i s c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e a n s w e r t o t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f g r o s s

inequity can be found in the creation of co-operative, communal
social structures in which people work together on a basis of
total equality, for the common good and 'for an end to the seemingly
ineradicable condit ions of poverty, war, and racism plaguing man
kind. Whi le s t i l l in h is ' teens, he became a par t isan of soc ia l
justice "caiTses. One of his heroe&i was Mao Tse-tung, who was still
struggling to free the Chinese masses from horrible oppression and ̂
abuse.^\^//wSs^no4""?e£i|ious" in the conventional sense, though
he found a k ind o f second home in the Pen tecos ta l church , where
he received a measure of care, help,,understanding. He became
p a r t i c u l a r l y d r a w n b y t h e o f t h e e a r l i e s t C h r i s t i a n s ,
capsulized in the Acts of the Aoosties; where it is written that,
on the day of Pentecost, "All that believed were together, and
had all things common; and sold their possessions and goods, and
parted them to all men, as every man had need." (Acts 2:44-45)•
To Jim Jones, such a form of social organization pointed the way
to the self-overcoming of humanity.^It was this theme of sharing
suid ̂ ramunal living that he saw underlying the teachings not
onlŷ esus, but of a long series of religious leaders, moral
philosophers, and revolutionary social thinkers down through the

? ?
r .
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JO îapT OTq.sTi;Bunmmoo âq. Joj aAXJcq-s pxnoM %•B̂% * ®
pua Suxoaqs jo xapou.

oq •S.056I Jtt'iea aqq ux 'mxq pax vtqxûnq aoj uaaouoo sxh
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s,9xcio9d PT'6<i 'suoTq.BnqTS ssox̂dou 'poqoqoaM q.som oqq. q.no q.q§nos
joqsTUTui 9unoX oqi, ̂iCsuoui U9A9 puB'̂*iCp99U 9qq. oq.̂9uxqqox̂ posuodsxp

*quBanBq.s9a 99aj b At p9U9do 9X<iw91 S9x<i09ci 'poBpuBqs q.X'̂^TJJTP
oq SuxpaoooB 9axx oq (saoquioui qoonqo sxq qî-XM Suox̂) sqdui9q.q.B
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•̂ujnq.aa ut SuxqqĵuB aoj Sut3(SB q.noqq.TM SutatS
JO q.OB x"8nq.adaad b ajjx sxq 'axqnoaq. jo spuT3( xi^ •uoxq.BAJTBq.s
*suoTq.OTAa 'saansoxoaaoj 'XT^P uioaj paABS an 'Btsv ut

saq.nq.Tq.soad aSBuaaq. puB uamaoTAjas uBOTaamv joSuTadsjjo paq.uBMun aqq.
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•iCxaans sauixqauios 'iCxi-oa-̂TP saiuxiamos ' pâ.Bjado-oo qBqq| uojSxxaa b jo
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contrary, he was a social revolutionary who would, with his
teachings of "̂ letting the oppressed go free,•Overthrow the
established order of greed and abuses, of corruption and
wickedness in high places. Jesus was one of a line of great
rebe ls o f h is tory, wh ich J im Jones fee ls in t imate ly par t o f ,
jmdjmnm i miiiiiy ■ He preached the revolutionary Jesus, and like
Jesus, he re lent less ly cursed the pr iest c lass, the pushers of
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l o p i u m . B u t h i s a t t a c k w a s m u c h b r o a d e r.

Everywhere he has gone, Jim Jones has insisted on challenging
people's conscience with a relentless persistence. He is a specialist
at tearing down the elaboAe yet baseless rationalizations and com
promises that permeate our materiâ  lŝ c, self-centered social
ethos. He is particularly incensed^Sy^eople with even liberal and
progressive views can live in circumstances of relative comfort
and luxury while giving only symbolic and token concern for the
great injustices and undeserved human misery bred by American
capitalism. He is unwilling to countenance this sort ^hypocrisy,
which makes him an-'Wc^f-ogt^le.^p'oi"son-tor±g>_ar-ix*Rd many people
w h o s u f f e r f r o m i t .

Further, Jim Jones has been able to convince many privileged
people that they have been living well only at the expense of
the underprivileged. He does this in terras of the revolutionary
religious teachings that people either ignore or, grudgingly and
self-consciously, give mere lip-service to in church. And, using
the same arguments, chapter and verse, he has convinced gre^t num
bers of poor people that they not only should refuse to be content
with oppressive conditions, but that they can do something about
them. In fact, that is what Jesus Christ was all about. He pointed
the way by establishing a socialistic community of sharing that was
the Qiurch. The church was actually conceived as AN

"INSTRUMENT FOR ORGANIZING THE MSSES FOR FUNDAMENTAL SOCIAL CHANGE,
for the elimination of privilege through establishing a social order
based upon economic equality, itself an expression of a radical
compassion and identification among men of their common condition,
t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o o n e a n o t h e r .

Predictably, some have criticized Jim Jones for involving his
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church in what they loosely term "politics," as if this were
in some way Throughout his ministry, however, Jim Jones
has relentlessly and fearlessly exposed and attacked the reluctance
and outright refusal of the contemporary church to challenge
prevailing economic and social inequities and injustices. He has
charged that the church's silent complicity aĵ  even defense of
these conditions amount to a total betrayaljand perversion of its
revolutionary origins, and a travesty —indeed, a crucifixion— of
the life, example, and purpose of its martyred founder. He has
denounced many of the churches as perpetrators of a cruel hoax,
deliberately designed to oppress the poor, concocted, as we have
mentioned, out of a demeaning "opiate" of pie-in-the-sky theology and
deferred dreams. Not only has the "preacher class" of apologists for
the materialistic status quo been a favorite target, but also the
politicians and "pillars of society" who invoke God on the one
hand while giving their blessings to (and even instigating) the
most ungodly, inhumane exploitation of their fellow man on the
o t h e r .

He has pointed out, ̂ (irther, that tlih almost exclusive prê -
^̂ t̂ion of Christians with the Crû ixio\and fî al\dayŝ Christis a. ŝ i5l><om of aB=-en4y thinly-v̂ ed recognition of edacity ̂
\in thk| symfeb̂ ic murder — vrtiô m̂oral equivalent iŝ ;̂  . collectiveVefusaî f̂ "Chrisiiians" to ac<(ept the responsibilr̂  theV.sacrî ceIf emulating His Ulv̂ ĥus'perpetuating the cr̂ down thi>,ough
(the centvt̂ bs. The est̂ îi|hed church, then̂ ^̂ stead of fulfillingits orî nal'taission fS a MVâ ionary, wdleotive body that-̂
testifies to tfie go5f)el of equ l̂̂ l5j!̂ A)î . and liberation of
mankind, has become, according tq J><S>lones, a'tragic/ironic

/̂ mbol of guilt/4l,,betrayal -̂ using>predictably, on thedeath of its /ounder\ Clear]̂ ûch an analytî oes not endear
him to conventional churpK̂er̂ons, or to those Tq̂whom the
Christiap'religion ĥ t̂ een perverted In order to p>̂ t them
from w^ is almpsf selfWdent. that,'by the standardX î̂ s
foun̂ r, Chrî anity is/qtally incompatible î th the ̂ ĉapH îst
eĉ omiĉ ŝ t permeate Ameidca, and which sgiV̂ e form to\its phl̂

\ĵ cŝ ^̂ îal institut̂ ns, mabs mediaw and ixs exploitati,ve con roĵ
^r the economies of other nations
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waste, neglect, and deceit bred by the profit system. The answer
is, for J im Jones, social ism — a system of social organizat ion
based on ent i re ly d i f ferent premises and pr ior i t ies , where the
hea l th and we l l -be ing o f a l l peop le i s pu t fi rs t , and . . the
disease of profiteers, landlords, and conniving polit icians is
extirpated, rooted out. Jim Jones spesiks with the voice and
conscience, the outrage and articulateness of a champion of the
oppressed. He advocates an alliance of all races. poor an^
w o r k i n g c l a s s p e o p l e w i t h a l l p e o p l e o f c o n s c i e n c e , i n a
s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e c l a s s o f e x p l o i t e r s a n d a l l w h o s e r v e

A them. His compelling language, and the answers that he not only
has clearly formulated and enunciated, but which, in the mass
movement of Peoples Temple, -he has

IIaIia2^^^roving their rightness and validity^m2S^>^im one
of the most dangerous men in America. He is clearly and deliber-
ately a^ubversive,' using the church for its origntal purpose:
to organize the masses towards building a poor people's collective.,
a socialist moT^ment to challenge ^d hopefully alter or abolish
;Uie prevailing_sc^cial_^rdjr„.|fc^ has, in the language of ^
Jefferson, become destructive of the universal Rights of Man(£y

^ In spite of the thousands of hours he has preached, to
the point of pract ica l ly ru in ing h is voice, J im Jones has never
been content with or limited by the role of a mere man of words.
By inclination, he is an activist. From his youth, he has always
been-.a mover, a shaper, an organizer, an instigator.̂ His —.
childhood is replete with anecdotes of a Huck Finn-like rebel,
a mischievous, outrageous schemer who used his ingenuity to
stir up all kinds of trouble in his native Lynn (Indiana) where
he grew up, the only child of a disabled and unemployed war
v e t e r a n a n d a m o t h e r w o r k e d
two jobs to support "Bw'^'araily.

Let us, at this point, take a closer look at the central
focus of his activism: Peoples Temple. As we have said, Jim
Jones' conception of the "Temple" was not that of an ordinary
church. It would be the seed-model, the germ of a new, revolutionary
society that transcended privilege, class, race, generation gaps^

church that was no Sunday-morning ritual of pious inanities. It
would not even be just a "good works" church, though its charitable
and humanitarian activities are staggering in their scope. More



-[■BtiptATpuT iCq poo3 uonmioo aqq. ô. aoTAJas jo îapf am- qSnoJuq. Xpoq
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members^has been the core of the revolution of Peoples Temple. 5^

" p r i m ! i n g , p o o p -
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p e r s (

rsPair. J 'v iore

f g ^ ^ b p e r ^ l i i g - o n a l l l e v e l s , i t . n a s p o m

rsxs^acing a sociul^ baced upnn pelfip)
± i -gv7 f tFe g lo r iY tugHrO^ i^ f a few mo^
hse-irfa growing underciaiiB LrappetJ in
;han thatT^Jim Jones has uleaili' expusai
jiarTi QUI AT, as being a force that—has—si

the mov^mentp-ef pecrpla ail "around the world to rree xnemsulvco-frm
o f » n n n m i ^ f l u i i i l i Ta - c i o n a n d p e t t v d i c t a t o r s w h o h a v e

'been propped up b^ U.3.—dullai'S'. There has been no contradiction
in the mind of Jim Jones between his revolutionary religious
convictions, and his speaking out against the abuses of power,
money, and a military-industrial monster that is draining the
economy, pereptuating poverty, and terrorizing the world.

ttiose who accuse the church of "getting involved in politics"
not only do not realize the essentially inextricable connection
of the church with society and the forces that shape social
conditions, but, beyond that, are either consciously or stupidly
apologizing for an old doctrine that has been utilized to render
churches innocuous, to prevent them from being any more than
defenders or merely token antagonists of the prevailing social
order. The sham dichotomy of "religion" and "politics" (which is
now sanctified by the IRS) refuses to recognize that politics is>

In this connection. Peoples Temple has been very active
in the support of liberation struggles here in the United States
and abroad Recipients of this support have been efforts
for Southern African liberation from apartheid and economic exploita
tion, anti-fascist efforts in Chile, Northern Ireland, South Korea,
and many other nations. The Temple has assisted Chilean refugees
and Native Americans; hosted delegations from the Soviet Union in
the interests of understanding and friendship; given strong support
to countless victims of injustice and oppression; spoken out mil it ant-
ly against the treatment of the Pendelton 14 (victims of a
infested military)," and for the release of Rev. Ben Chavis and e
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F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e e x i s t e n c e o f P e o p l e s Te m p l e h a s e x p l o d e d s e v e r a l
myths purveyed by reactionary and bigoted elements in America. One
of these is that people of d i f ferent races (especia l ly b lacks and
whi tes) cannot work, l ive, and copoperate together on a l l levels.
T h e Te m p l e i s _ a _ l i y i n g j : : e . l t i t a t i Q n _ & f _ t h i s . _ c r u e j ^ h o ^ ; i t i s a m o d e l
o f in tegra t ion where economic , generat iona l , and cu l tura l d i f fe rences
have been ove rcome, subo rd ina ted to t he ach ievemen t o f a h ighe r
h u m a n i d e a l . T h e Te m p l e h a s a l s o t r i e d t o b e a f o r c e t h a t f o r g e s
c o n s t r u c t i v e a l l i a n c e s b e t w e e n o u r r e l i g i o u s c o m m u n i t i e s : e c u m e n i
city has been promoted as the Temple has sought areas of mutual .v'l
I c o n c e r n ^ ^ o n g a l o n g w i t h n o n -
religious people. Jim Jones has continually emphasized the impor-
tance o f un i t y. He v iews re l i g i ous , cu l t u ra l , and e thn i c d i ve rs i t y
a s f a c t o r s t h a t s h o u l d n o t d i v i d e , b u t r a t h e r e n r i c h a n d b r o a d e n
our society. The Temple has always sought the common bedrock of
human compassion and aspira t ion that underl ies the great faiths,
and even the major secialjar ideologies of the world, and has built
on that foundation a community of tolerance and imderstanding.

/) HE/iyy -To f/iy.

Obviously, J im Jones could not go very far in this sort of
work w i thout inv i t ing organ ized, es tab l ishment oppos i t ion . I t wou ld
not simply be a question of racists and fanatics venting their bigotry
and hatred against an interracial church (although the persecution
tha t has come f r om these peop le has been c rue l , v i c i ous , and ha r row
ing) . When Dr. Martin Luther King went beyond a civil rights plat
f o r m a n d l o o k e d o u t a t t h e m i l i t a r i s t i c a d v e n t u r e s o f t h e U n i t e d

S t a t e s i n S o u t h e a s t A s i a ; w h e n h e t a l k e d n o t o n l y a b o u t t h e p o v e r t y
o f b l a c k s i n t h e U . S . , b u t a b o u t t h e p n i t y o f b l a c k s t r u g g l e h e r e
with that of the poor and oppressed of the whole world, regardless
of race or nationality Indent ifjing a common struggle against a common
enemyr When he saw the issues in terms of economic exploitation rather
than merely a legislative problem (the Congress could pass laws, but
they could be easily sabotaged). Dr. King became a danger to the^
vested, established interests of the United States and further,„the
controlling neo-colonial interests of the capitalist oligarchy. He
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and his movemen't had "to be dealt with# He became the target of
a vicious conspiracy that used gossipi liest blackmail» and a
host of "dirty tricks." Finally, as he was organizing not just
black but an interracial group of poor workers, and preparing
to dramatize their case in a massive "poor people's march" on
Washington, he was assassinated.

The same pattern of persecution against Dr. King, Malcolm
X, and many other outspoken leaders who have cfied out against
A m e r i c a n i n j u s t i c e s , i s b e i n g R e v . J i m
Jones, whose ehaP>Bma, dynamism,̂ convictions^refusal to com
promise, plus his outstanding organizational abilities, and
ability to raise funds for the direct benefit of the donors
ffis well as for liberation causes around the world — have
infuriated and frightened establishment, reactionary forces.
This is why they are out to 'get* him.

Those who are famil iar with his ministry know that, over
y e a r s , J i m o

g a n . a ^ » « ^ ,
thoroughgotn^'"^ange to bring about a society based upon the
common good and not just the profit of a few. He has been
branded a race-mixerTW comm\inist^ (^d^with very

-l̂ Seftc qualification, he pleads guilty to <*11 ̂ liii'ec counts); -
he has been shot, knifed, poisoned, threatened innumerable times;
his family members, children, congregahts (and even their pets)
have been terror ized, beaten up, run offf the

. . ^ J O i S M n M W I ' Y . 1 3 >churches hava been fire—bombed, vandalized, and
H i s h a s b e e n i n fi l t r a t e d w i t h i n f o r m e r s , p r o v o c a
teurs (some of whom are now giving false testimony against him),
and subjected to severe, KcCarthyistic harassment, bogus investi
gations, yellow journalism, and torrents of malicious gossip and
h i g h l y - p u b l i c i z e d l i e s .

But the persistent attempts to discredit and destroy Jim
Jones and his work have not succeeded. The original premise upon
which he founded Peoples Temple has proven strong^d sound. The
communal, family-like, fraternal structure u/•TiiLuî Ss Temple
a structure of sharing and support, compassion and co-operation
has continued to thrive. It has over the years been enormously
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l i e s a n d g r o s s d i s t o r t i o n s , p r e s s u r i n g o f e l e c t e d o f fi c i a l s ,
a n d d u b i o u s , p o s s i b l y f r o c u d u l e n t c o u r t p r o c e e d i n g s . T h e Te m p l e
h a s d u g a n d p r o b e d b e h i n d t h e s e n s a t i o n a l i s t i c , b i a s e d g a r b a g e
t h a t h a s b e e n p r i n t e d a b o u t J i m J o n e s . B e h i n d t h e r o t t e n s m e l l
o f the New Wes t and Examiner s to r ies , , t he g ross l i es , v i c ious
i n n u e n d o e s , a n d w i l d c h a r g e s , w e h a v e f o u n d a s t i n k i n g p l o t
t h a t w i l l b e e x p o s e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g p a g e s , a p l o t t h a t r e a c h e s
u p i n t o t h e s u b t e r f u g e a n d s t r a t a g e m s o f t h e N a z i - r i d d l e d . ^
I n t e r p o l o r g a n i z a t i o n , h o u s e d w i t h i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s T r e a s u r y
n T M i M t m r i r i t f . O ' . ,

A guT l i b le , c redu lous pub l i c i s t oday pa r t i cu la r l y vu lne ra -
1)10 to press stories that can manipulate opinion, or -i?r

I t w o u l d t a k e a

v o l u m e t o d e t a i l h o w t h i s h a s b e e n d o n e s y s t e m a t i c a l l y. B l a c k
e l e c t e d o f fi c i a l s , e s p e c i a l l y , h a v e b e e n t h e v i c t i m s o f

p o s t - Va a t e r g a t e w i t c h - h u n t i n g , w h e r e t h e p l o y o f " u n c o v e r i n g
corruption" has been used to mask og^smokescreen outright
p e r s e c u t i o n o f i n n o c e n t p e r s o n s . T n e u s e o f t h i s t a c t i c
aga ins t Peop les Temp le and J im Jones i s on l y a ve ry recen t
c h a p t e r i n a l o n g , s h a m e f u l h e r i t a g e o f a b u s e t h a t h a s c h a r a c
t e r i z e d A m e r i c a n s o c i a l h i s t o r y , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h i s c e n t u r y .

OF T/r r

i / i / e hope t ha t t he f o rego ing w i l l he lp reade rs unde rs tand
t h e r e a s o n s b e h i n d t h e o r g a n i z e d a t t a c k s t h a t h a v e b e e n l e v e l l e d

against Jim Jones and Peoples Temple. What follows will be a
p resen ta t i on and documen ta t i on o f some o f t he g row ing body o f
e v i d e n c e w h i c h ^ d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e e x i s t e n c e o f a c o m p l e x c o n s p i r a c y
to disrupt and systematical ly destroy Peoples Temple and i ts
leader. Vve have good reason to conc lude tha t the co l l us ion we

Jiayfi__di^overed represents only the tip of the iceberg that
'^ttJ^imately^involves very high, levels of government, especial ly
i n m i l i t a r y , p o l i c e , a n d i n t e l l i g e n c e s p h e r e s . T h e s c o p e o f t h e
a t t a c k s c o v e r s t h e Te m p l e ' s l o c a l p r o g r a m s i n S a n F r a n c i s c o ,
Redwood Valley, and Los Angeles, and its agricultural project/
community in Guyana, South America. We charge that the actions
o f peop le we know to be i nvo l ved a re t o t a l l y immora l and
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f n fi s r I - L D W ^ L E V c r c s ( P l i l T )
A D i < . * r v

In May, 1977, American Indian Movement leader Dennis
B a n k s w a s o f f e r e d a " d e a l . " a s v e r i fi e d b y B a n k s * o w n s t a t e m e n t ,
a m a n n a m e d D a v i d C o n n t r i e d t o b l a c k m a i l B a n k s b y s u g g e s t i n g
t h a t a s e r i o u s m a t t e r o f e x t r a d i t i o n h a n g i n g o v e r h i s h e a d w o u l d

go better for him if he would sign a public statement denouncing
J i m J o n e s .

D e n n i s B a n k s n o t i fi e d P e o p l e s Te m p l e r i g h t a w a y. T h i s
e v e n t w a s t h e fi r s t i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h e r e w a s i n d e e d a n a c t i v e

conspiracy targeting Jim Jones and his church for defamation
and destruction. The sworn statement of Mr. Banks,/which follows^
t e l l s a s h o c k i n g s t o r y '̂ r\tccv,ip€AkKyiA..

(here reprint - perhaps on a facing page in the text -
t h e e n t i r e s t a t e m e n t o f D e n n i s B a n k s )

In subsequent weeks. Temple members and friends gathered
i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m v a r i o u s s o u r c e s a b o u t D a v i d C o n n a n d o - h e r
i n d i v i d u a l s w h o s e n a m e s c a m e t o t h e s u r f a c e i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h

h i s . C o n fi d e n t i a l s o u r c e s h a v e r e v e a l e d t h a t C o n n c l a i m e d t o
have a "high priority number" with at least one federal agency:
the U.S. Treasury Department. Indeed, he confided to Dennis Banks
that he was working with the Treasury Department and an agent
o f t h e I R S . J i e h a v e e v i d e n c e t h a t h e h a s c o n t a c t e d v a r i o u s i n d i
viduals who are no longer members of Peoples Temple, and has
pressured them for information. Ke called in to a local radio
station and gave his name as a source of information on Peoples
Temple for anyone wishing to contact him. Evidence strongly
indicates that he has been conduct ing an " invest igat ion" of the
church for some six or seven years, and there is no doubt that he
is being sponsored in ĵ oncerted campaign* aeaiTrDt-"Ujc Tr mpl n

T h e C o n n - K l i n e m a n - M e r t l e C o n n e c t i o n

The Temple's investigation has been corroborated by "Bay Area
journalist Art Silverman. David Conn told Silverman of his collabor
ation with freelance journalist George Klineman of Santa Rosa in
approaching "various police and governmental agencies last
fall (1976), offering them witnesses and documents with which to
attack the Temple."̂  Both George Klineman and David Conn are
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directly connected to articles that appeared in 1^ "^est
magazine^^written by Phil Tracy and San Francisco Chronicle
reporter Marshall Kilduff, launching the massive media
smear campaign against Jim Jones, which still continues. Klineman
was credited with helping write the stories, while Conn was a
secondary source and appeared at a New Jest-sponsored press
conference held at the Sheraton-Palace Hotel in July, 1977^
to help promote the smear campaign. Interestingly enough,
David Conn has been for many years an intimate friend of the
two key original sources for much of the anti-Temple publicity,
Elmer and Deanna Mertle (a.k.a. A1 and Jeanne Kills). Mertle
and Conn worked together at Standard Oil Corporation up to the
time that Mertle joined Peoples Temple with his present wife,
Deanna, a veteran of ultra-right wing causes. Tl[^ Mertles
were members of the Temple throughout the seven-year period
dur ing which Conn was " invest igat ing" i t !

Conn, the Mertles, and Klineman each have a special
role to play; their collaboration is instructive, and gives
us a glimpse at the overall structure and functioning of
the conspiracy. First, there are individuals like David Conn
with direct connections to federal agencies; next, there are
"insiders" (the Mertles) who have infiltrated the organization

can help- identify and organiae othnrn as well as
former "dissident" members who will be wiling to co-operate
in giving "testimony" against the Templê finally, there are
operatives with media credentials (Klineman) who can worx
to bring the efforts of the other two into the public eye and,
hopefully, turn the general populace against the organization
through an "expose." But the scenario is not complete.

An ' Investigator' VJith A Record

Enter at this point a man who is perhaps the most critical
and active figure in all of the anti-Temple activity, an
individual who, in his own peculiar fashion, can be said to
be a kind of symbol of the conspiracy, embodying its special
c h a r a c t e r : J o s e p h K a z o r .
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I»ir. Mazor is working as a 'pr ivate invest igator* on behalf
of a group of former Temple members, led by the i'lertles, who
have spec ific "gr ievances" aga ins t the church. In th is ro le ,
Mazor styles himself as a champion of these ̂ SlfofuuiaLe viLLims

- w o . % J X I U U f A M W V I ^ C k W a . I W J M t a k i i ■ ■ • ^

But Temple Officials, along with Silvermsin of the Barb, have
inves t iga ted th is ' i nves t iga to r, * and the resu l ts have been
most in terest ing. I t turns out that Mazor has a lengthy cr iminal
r e c o r d . i n c l u d i n g a t l e a s t e i g h t a r r e s t s i n t h r e e s t a t e s f o r v a r i o u s
bogus check and fraud charges, six convict ions, and several . iai l
and p r i son te rms . He has a l so been re tu rned to confinemen t on
three separate occasions for v io lat ing probat ion and parole by
committ ing new cr ime si

Art Silverman^^ quotes from a confidential, l6-page California
Adult Authority report on Mazor, written in 1970: "He (Mazor)
i s a s m o o t h ' c o n - m a n * w i t h a n i n s a t i a b l e d e s i r e t o g e t a h e a d . . . .

He is br ight , wel l -educated, and so wel l -versed in the law that
he had five attorneys in the Pomona area convinced that he hac
a law degree. . . . I t is fe l t that the subject is a menace to the
community."^2

Mazor was hired to investigate Peoples Temple back in

November̂ 19?6. But he refused to disclose who employed him,
beyond the statement that it was an outsider, someone who was
not and never had been connected with Peoples Temple. (Later,
we will shed some light on that most important matter). It was
a l s o d i s c l o s e d t h a t M a z o r h i r e d o n e o f t h e l a r g e s t a n d

prestigious public relations firms in San Francisco. (fewsSSr, /,
Russom, and Leeper) to help promote his anti-Temple activity
by fronting material to the media. Who financed this? The Barb
reported that ?J!azor asked this firm to co-ordinate a publicity
promotional effort to maximize the coverage.A source close to
Low^ry, Russom, and Leeper also told Silverman that Mazor came
to the company "saying that he wanted to become San Francisco's
next Hal Lipset (a famous investigator) ,** and that the Peoples
Temple controversy "presented an excellent opportunity" to
garner publicity. Bob Kenney, an account executive at the pu.blic
relations firm, told Silverman that he had been working for Mazor
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"on this Peoples Temple project, showing him how to handle
the media." Kenney's work for Mazor reportedly included sending out
letters to selected journalists offering them —through Mazor —
exclusive material of an^incriminatin^nature against Peoples
Temple. 2^

So Joseph Mazor is not content, evidently, with just
helping out ex-members in various schemes against the Temple
No, iv'lr. Mazor is busy helping himself in the bargain. The
crusading private eye (whose efforts have eentered around a
"bring 'em back alive" kidnapping campa^n^oj^e jungles of
Guyana, complete with chartered jets, bogws court orders, and
the like) is hardly ashamed of the naked opportunism with which
he has used the situation to cover up his criminal past. And,
in his quasi-legal shennanigans, his self-promotional campaign
and his eagerness to refashion his image from con-man to a
•champion of justice,* good-guy private-eye, and hero of the
innocent good citizens whose loved ones have been whisked av/ay to
some kind of Devil's Island 'prison* by the evil Peoples Temple,
Joseph Mazor is the very pattern, the prototype of the person
that is preferred by more powerful forces that are paying his
b i l l s , t o d o t h e i r d i r t y w o r k . ^

There are several matters involving Mr. Mazor that have
not been clarified. One extremely interesting question (which
Peoples Temple h^ asked Governor Brown^ and to which it ic

just how a three-t ime
felon' was able to secure a State Investigator's license shortly
after being relaased from prison^— a liooncd which, incic' i / ) < 5 1 - C O r \ i / 0 ( .■ - / - i o

. < • K C X H d « a

i n c i d e n t a l l y .

to carry a concealed weapon.

Mazor, Conn, and Klineman, along with their chief accomplices
and star media witnesses, the Mertles (who, again̂ ,̂ d̂ <̂
work, infiltrating tĥ emplefor̂ even years), ffepw-ẑ wt'l̂ CSHrfts
on the lower rungs of 'cin îra^y, reaching with one hand, so
to speak, to"government, police, and intelligence agencies, and
with the other, to the news media.

Vtfe are, then, faced with a question of overriding importance.
A high-powered public relations firm, several attorneys, reporters.
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i n fi l t r a t o r s , a n d t h i s m o s t q u e s t i o n a b l e ' p r i v a t e i n v e s t i g a t o r '
have a l l been work ing on the campaign to mal ign and dest roy Peoples
Temp le f o r ove r a yea r. vVho has co -o rd i na ted and financed t h i s
e l a b o r a t e l y p l a n n e d a n d o r c h e s t r a t e d e f f o r t ? E v i d e n c e p o i n t s
d i r e c t l y t o a r e a s " h i g h e r u p " i n m i l i t a r y - p o l i c e - i n t e l l i g e n c e
c i r c l e s . B e f o r e w e d i s c u s s t h e m i n d e t a i l , h o w e v e r , l e t u s

t a k e a c l o s e r l o o k a t t h e " f r o n t l i n e " o f t h e c o n s p i r a c y .

f n ^ T u
PI cOi/i-

T h e m e d i a p l a y s a c r i t i c a l r o l e i n c o n s p i r a c i e s s u c h a s
the one d i rec ted aga ins t Peop les Temple . As we have ment ioned ,
a s e n s a t i o n a l i s t i c ' s m e a r ' c a m p a i g n c r e a t e s a s m o k e s c r e e n t h a t

a t o n c e c o v e r s i l l e g a l p l o t t i n g a n d j u s t i fi e s i t s r e s u l t s . K l i n e m a n
C o n n , t h e I ' . j e r t l e s . - a n d J o s e p h i l a z o r - b e g a n e a r l y i n 1 9 7 7 t o
m o v e o n t h i s f r o n t .

i n o r d e r t o w o r k e f f e c t i v e l y t h r o u g h t h e m e d i a , t h e

g roundwork had t o be l a i d . Je know today t ha t by Feb rua ry,
1 9 7 7 # . fi v e f u l l m o n t h s b e f o r e t h e fi r s t h e w V J e s t s t o r y b r o k e ,
a group of some thirteen former members of Peoples Temple hadi

/

afe^eady met with David Conn and an agent -of the r
^Treasury Department and Interpol.The PR firm oiLLowJry,

Russom, and Deeper had already been hired by I'iaz017^0 help with
p r o m o t i o n a l a n g l e s . A c c o r d i n g t o o f fi c i a l r e p o r t s t h a t h a v e b e e n
made available to u s, ^£ad:s^JistiTTgr in 1) 1 h sur y' Depart me 111
the med ia ' smear ' campa ign was cooked up us ing th is g roup o f
f o r m e r m e m b e r s a s i t s v e h i c l e , b e c a u s e t h e a g e n c i e s e n g i n e e r i n g

t h e p l o t s a g a i n s t J i m J o n e s c o u l d fi n d n o e v i d e n c e o f a n y

c r i m i n a l w r o n g d o i n g t h a t c o u l d l e g i t i m i z e t h e i r e f f o r t s . ( To
d a t e , a f t e r a g r e a t a m o u n t o f s o u n d a n d f u r y, n o f o r m a l c h a r g e s
h a v e b e e n fi l e d ) .

These secret meeting of former members and government agents
are a key element in the conspiracy. The efforts to launch the
smear campaign in which the former members would play starring
roles finally found its sponsors in Chronicle reporter marshall
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T h e c o v e r a g e w a s f u l l o f J t h a t P e o p l e s Te m p l e
w a s r e s p o n s i b l e . A n d f o r s e v e r a l d a y s t h e m e d i a c o n t i n u e d t o
c o v e r t h e ' b r e a k i n , ' a h i g h l y q u e s t i o n a b l e i n c i d e n t w h i c h ,
s t r a n g e l y, r e c e i v e d p u b l i c i t y f a r o u t o f p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s
fl imsy, unsusbstant ia l nature. Something was up. The effect of
t h e p u b l i c i t y w a s , o f c o u r s e , t o b u i l d u p s u s p e n s e i n t h e p u b l i c
a b o u t t h e f o r t h c o m i n g a r t i c l e o n t h e Te m p l e , a n d t o m a k e i t s e e m
t h a t P e o p l e s Te m p l e w a s s o d e s p e r a t e t o k e e p t h e s t o r y o u t o f

pr int , or whatever, that i t t r ied to break into Kew i« 'est to gl impse
i t , o r f o r s o m e o t h e r o b s c u r e p u r p o s e .

Peop les Temp le responded by ca l l i ng fo r an immed ia te and
t h o r o u g h p o l i c e i n v e s t i g a t i o n . T h e o f fi c i a l p o l i c e r e p o r t o f
that investigation^^ concluded that there was no break-in, and
that if any tampering was done, it was very likely done by one
of the magazine's own employeesi The police investigation brought
o u t w h a t t h e E x a m i n e r a n d C h r o n i c l e s t o r i e s m y s t e r i o u s l y d i d n o t
mention; that Jon Carroll, a New VJest employee (who also has
written columns in the Examiner) only a few days previously had
t o ' b r e a k i n ' t o t h e i d e n t i c a l o f fi c e t h r o u g h t h e i d e n t i c a l
w i n d o w v ^ h e r e t h e b u r g l a r w a s a l l e g e d t o h a v e e n t e r e d . C a r r o l l
e x p l a i n e d t h a t h e h a d " l o c k e d h i m s e l f o u t o f h i s o f fi c e w h e n h e
w e n t t o t h e b a t h r o o m " l a t e o n e n i g h t ! i ' i r . C a r r o l l , h o w e v e r , d i d
n o t o f f e r t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n u n t i l t h e p o l i c e i n v e s t i g a t i o n w a s
c o m p l e t e d a n d i t w a s d i s c l o s e d t h a t t h e o n l y fi n g e r p r i n t s o n
t h e w i n d o v / t h a t w a s a l l e g e d l y b r o k e n i n t o w e r e h i s .

S o w h a t w a s t h i s ' b r e a k i n ' a f t e r a l l b u t a s h o d d y p u b l i c i t y

s t u n t , a h o a x . I t s e f f e c t , a s w e h a v e m e n t i o n e d , w a s a s c l e a r a s
i t s p u r p o s e : t o p r o m o t e p u b l i c i n t e r e s t i n t h e P e o p l e s Te m p l e s m e a r

campaign that was soon to fol low. And i t revealed, too, that
the local media, most notably the San Francisco Examiner, would
w i l l i n g l y p r o s t i t u t e i t s f r o n t p a g e s t o t h e e f f o r t . I t s e a g e r,
though shameful coverage of the 'great New VJest break-in' was
t o f o r e s h a d o w i t s l a t e r r o l e i n t h e a t t e m p t s t o d e s t r o y J i m J o n e s .



Expos ing the Expose

"We can make monsters out of anyone we choose."
New VJes t repo r te r Ph i l Tracy

(spoken to Rev. Jim Jones-'in an
i n t e r v i e w t h a t w a s n e v e r u s e d )

The New West story 1^1 aunched a frenzied, bizarre campaign
that has been carried in the local and even national electronic
and print media portraying Peoples Temple as a cruel, exploitative
organization. Accusations have been rehashed a hundred times. The
public has been barraged with lurid, innuendo-filled press stories,
twisting around truth, ajnalgamating distortions and embellishments
with gross lies. Those who have closely followed the attacks
have recognized, in the words of one noted co3^mnist, that there
has been "a lot of smoke, but no smoking gun."̂  Wherever
investî ^ons have actually been carried out by official agencies,
no evidence of wrongdoing has been uncovered: the allegationo
have proven to be groundless. Beyond the smokescreen oj. flimsy,
unsubstantiated charges paraded as "news," is one of the most
highly-coordinated and well-financed attempts to discredit and
destroy a politf^^lly progressive organization.

We note that the same tactic was used extensively during the
[••icCarthy period — a tactic borrov/ed from a man who brought it
to a state of great refinement several decades ago: Nazi propa
ganda minister Joseph Goebbles. According to Goebbles, the first
step in destroying an individual or organization was to use the
press to lay down a relentless, brutal barrage of bad publicity.
The strategy ie to create, through an almost daily repetition of
the 'desp icab le acts ' or 'c r imes ' o f the person or group
(usually in the form of unsubstantiated charges), a prejudicial
climate of public opinion, tearing down trust, reputation, and
sowing confusion. Then, when something 'happened' to the nov/-
infamous reprobate, who has been 'exposed' to the public,
nobody got upset. If anyone raised any objections, they, in turn,
were also suspect. A red-baiting, yellow American press, in the
hands of media magnates linked right in with the power elite,
has been used extensively in this manner. The flimsier the
charges, the more they are rehashed. The public is treated to
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ÛBm axxq« -̂BMjapun qo3 uSxBduiBO jBams aqq aouxs dn paddaqs yCx

paqjBo, SBq suoxqoB jaqqo puB sqaaaqq-qqaap -aouaxoxA .quamssBjBq jo
■caAax aqq sb pasxxaaj uaaq sBq x̂xquaqod sxqq yCpaajxy -qaSjBq
aqq qsuxBSB uoxqoB quapuadapux aqaq oq axdoad 3uxqB3xqsux ux
aABq UBO qx qoajja aqq puB '.Couaqod sqq xiaM «ouq jjnqs sxqq

o ux saaqoxjjBjq aqx .-quamaSpnC. jo uijoj b oq spaax 'saxx pub
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he donated to the Temple's human service ministry. In October,
1975, the young man committed suicide. Two years later, under

the pressure of Tracy and Kilduff, who were frantically
trying to find something to 'pin' on Peoples Temple, a second
coroner's inquest was held in Los Angeles. Already, the Tracy
story (which had been picked up by other media) had charged that
there were 'strange' irregularities in the suicide, and the
i n n u e n d o w a s c l e a r t h a t P e o n i e s Te m p l e h a d t h e _ m a n /
after gett ing his monev from him. Because of pressure from cUc:^
the media, medical examiners and witnesses to the event were
summoned to court. On October 20, 1977. the coroner's jury
upheld the verdict of death by suicide

A second story given heightened media coverage (front
page all over Sain Francisco) was that Temple high schoolstudents "domî êd" the school that many of them attended.
The articles^^were ludicrous, transparent attempts to grasp
at straws and manufacture *nev«s* out of practically nothing
at all. Nonetheless, the Temple was again maligned in the
public eye, accused of some vague form of wrongdoing that
hinted of • dark plott ing and behind-the-scenes f inagl ing.
Investigations that resulted from the scandal-mongering articles
turned up absolutely nothing. The media's sources mo^ed that
they were misquoted, and denied their statements.̂ ^ As wii,h
other such trur̂ d-up allegations t̂he rebuttal statements that
totally exonerated the Temple were given low-key, low-
priority coverage, buried in the back pages. But the effect
of the smear was achieved. There were no apologies or explana
t i o n s .

"TV Ge^r^ fUTo Thr Acr

Electronic media coverage used its own gimmickry. One
reporter had former Temple members give interviews with their
backs to the camera, as if they were in some kind of danger for
"testifying," contributing further to the monstrous implication
that former members of Peoples Temple were 'scared to death.'
However, hundreds of people in the church who viewed these
newscasts knew exactly who these persons were. For whose
benefit, then, was the act staged?
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On another occasion, the TV cameraman working with
the same reporter ran at breakneck speed to corner a group
of Temple senior citizens in a public park who were preparing
to board a bus and, while filming this for television, screamed
at the top of his lungs for them to call him a name, trying
to bait them into making a response that might make for
some sensatinnalistic footage on the TV news!

As ^(icMcnJoK)

It is important to emphasize that the press smear campaign
has been actively promoted around the nation. Tracy and Kilduff
have gone on television, talk shows, have held special press
c o n f e r e n c e s , c a l l e d u p i n v e s t i g a t i n g p u s h i n g a n d
promoting their stories to the hilt. But̂ e sensationalism
and smears of the Examiner and New 'Vest articles, low and
sickening from the start, have succeeded in conjuring up a
controversy around Jim Jones, they have not produced ^
"Watergate" that promoters and perpetrators hoped for̂ Some

planted in England and Can^a^

■-̂ l̂ l̂ ighly libelous articled about Peoples Temple and the mission/
community that Jim Jones has established in Guyana. The intensily
of the articles is alarming enough, but the fact that they
were printed in the two very cities where the largest popu
lations of Guyanese are located outside of Guyana leads to
one conclusion: a wel l -coordinated effor t is being made to
r^ifirT-Pdit and rim interference with the Temple's Guyana project^.

^That is another chapter in the conspiracy which we will soon
examine in some detail. But, in.order to understand that
chapter, we need to look behind the media-manipulation of
the public, behind the smear caunpaign which, in the final
analysis is a diversion. We even have to look behind the
sleazy tribe of slick, fork-tongued operatives and informers,
the Mazors and Conns who are busily engaged in blackmail,
coercion of testimony, and assorted schemes to build their
c a s e .

The Temple's continuing investigation of the plots against
Jim Jones reveals that they are being orchestrated at a
h i g h e r ' l e v e l .
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*uaoq.g •sj:.̂...sq.ua3a yCansaaaj; Xq pâxsxA uaaq saq (uaoîc)
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they were exempt f rom d isc losure and the search was mere ly
a " r o u t i n e p r o c e d u r e . "

^ The freight forwarder, however, confirmed that the Customs
C u L f i ' f ^ '

a g e r . " ^ i n v o l v e d n o t t h e r e g u l a r C u s t o m s a g e n t s I s e e a r o u n d
"her^C^ fanrrio of Dihii, v,vhl frum "UiC-ur nt Clearly, more
was go ing on t han a me re ' r ou t i ne * p rocedu re

Short ly thereafter, a package containing important documents
a n d c h u r c h - r e l a t e d b u s i n e s s a r r i v e d i n S a n F r a n c i s c o f r o m G u y a n a
at the Post Office. The package had been opened, tampered with,
and completely ruined. A substance the color and scent of wine
had been pourecjCor̂ pm^ over all the paperŝ ĥicĥ
important affadavits and legal documentsjf̂ A'lette? re4uesting an
explanation was sent to the Postmaster of San Francisco. As
yet, no reply has been received by the Temple.

A m o s t r e c e n t i n t r u s i o n i s t h e b l a t a n t i n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h

t h e S o c i a l S e c u r i t y c h e c k s o f h u n d r e d s o f s e n i o r c i t i z e n s ,
members of Peoples Temple who are now res id ing in Guyana at the

agricultural community. The Temple has received word from a con
fi d e n t i a l s o u r c e t h a t a m e s s a g e w a s c i r c u l a t i n g i n t h e S a n F r a n -
ciscff Post Office branches ordering that any SSA (Social Security)
checks wh ich have a fo rward ing o rde r to Guyana be re tu rned to the
Social Security Administration (Department^f Health, Education
and We l fa re ) . Fo r mon ths , t hese checks J i ave no t been ' rece i ved

by their owners. All members of Peoples Temple who have taken up
residence in Guyana and who are legally entit led to receive these
benefi ts , fi l ed app rop r i a te f o rms (SSA-21 ) dec la r i ng the i r i n ten
t i o n t o l i v e o u t s i d e t h e t e r r i t o r i a l b o r d e r s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .

3v law. Social Secur i ty checks are to be sent to the recipient,
wherever he may choose to res ide .

Lette35a. of inquiry were sent to Congressman Philip ^rton
and letters of ̂ rot̂ t̂ wer̂ ^N^ent the \o.cal po^ma t̂er î Xll

sec^e^Na\o>y ̂  the ̂ tbal ̂ mo wh\cJ\or̂ '̂ ^y M the
^̂ iChecksSio where tJî  postN)ffiĉ has â orŵ l̂̂ ngN̂ êr\IyCfcuyana. The illegality of this order is clear. Still, t^re has

; e s H o d a i ê N̂ U.rte<5̂
'e^Na^o"^ o

lal is^e.̂ jh^Smeantime
I mo whkchXo]
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I h i b a j m l i l i t i ' " l u i H r i r p p r n r p fl n r a ? ' ' v ; h a t h a s b e c o m e
-3 clear is that the 'routine' is more of a, pattern of deliberate

o f fi c i a l g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c y h a r a s s m e n t . I t i s n o t w i t h i n t h e

s c o p e o f t h i s d o c u m e n t t o g o i n t o t h e m y r i a d i n s t a n c e s o f
t h i s t y p e o f h a r a s s m e n t , w h i c h h a v e i n c l u d e d m u l t i p l e i n s t a n c e s
of surveil lance^^, mail tampering, payoffs, bribes, blackmail,
and even hired assassins sent through the jiggle across
international _^rders.. .besides what liihL a most cruel
a n d i n h u m a n © i s f e A o " s t a r v e o u t " t h e h u n d r e d s o f Te m p l e m e m b e r s

i n G u y a n a b y h o l d i n g u p t h e i r G o c i a l S e c u r i t y b e n e fi t s t h a t
a r e r i g h t f u l l y t h e i r s . H o w e v e r , w e h a v e b e g u n t o u n c o v e r a r e a s
o f w h a t i s s h a p i n g u p a s a v e r y f a r - r e a c h i n g , i n s i d i o u s c o n

s p i r a c y t h a t c a r . h e l p u s t o e x p l a i n a l l o f t h e f o r e g o i n g a n d ,
h o p e f u l l y , g e t t o t h e h e a r t o f i t . .

i n e i n t e r C o n n e c t i o n

T h e i r r e g u l a t i t i e s t h a t h a v e b e e n p a s s e d o f f a s " r o u t i n e "
r e c e i v e d a g r e a t m e a s u r e o f c l a r i fi c a t i o n w h e n , i n N o v e m b e r
1 9 7 7 . s e v e r a l Te m p l e o f fi c i a l s c o n d u c t i n g i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n t o
the conspiracy v.ere given accessor (through government sources)
t c a l e n g t h y d o c u m e n t o r i g i n a t i n g i n I n t e r p o l . T h e c o v e r i n g
l e t t e r o f t h e d o c u m e n t b o r e t h e n a m e o f I ' i r . l o u i s B . S i m s o f

t h e f■S I■ a n d I n t e r p o l . T h e d o c u m e n t d i s c u s s e d J i m J o n e s ,

x - e o p l e s Te m p l e m e m b e r s , a n d c h u r c h a c t i v i t i e s f r o m i n f o r m a t i o n
p rov ided by th i r t een ex -members who had me t w i th an agen t i den
t ified only by his number. The meeting took place in February,
w e l l b e f o r e a n y o f t h e s m e a r a r t i c l e s w e r e p u b l i s h e d . A m o n g
t h e s e f o r m e r m e m b e r s w a s G r a c e S t o e n , t h e s a m e p e r s o n w h o

David Conn said (to Dennis Banks) had talked to agents of
the Treasury depar tment . Typ ica l o f In te rpo l i nxe l l i gence
reports'^ tne document was riddled with fabrications and out
r i g h t l i e s a b o u t t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f P e o p l e s Te m p l e a n d o f m e m b e r s
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whose na.'iies v.cri cited in the report. The report discusses
the 'political influence' of Rev. Jones and the Temple in the
u n i t e d S t . a t . p - ^ - , r - + h n + n n . •■■■■■ n r f - ^ p ^ - r ^
thr n1li| 111 mill in liim prniiii hmrr liiin \n ^"^ytihi'^C It confirms
that the thir teen former members had contacted reporters to
spur more investigatinns, and that articles had subsequently
appeared in the press. The report confirms that special ob
se rve rs had been s ta t i oned i n Hous ton , New Or l eans , and K iam i ,
assigned to watch for^hipments leaving the country from Peoples
Teir.ple. The report m@^c.ncd the meeting between Dennis Banks
and David Conn. It also alleges that Jim Jones took part in some
sor t o f demons t ra t i on i n Guyana du r ing a t ime pe r iod v.hon he was
ne t i n the counx ry a t =^11 .

3 i g n i f i c . . n t l y, t h e I n t e r p o l d o c u m e n t d i d n o t -■e a t e n c o n c e r n
i tse l f w i th the "charges" and a l legat ions out o f wh ich the
me d i a sme a r ca mp a i g n i i a s b e e n f a b r i ca te d * i t s co n ce rn s r e ve a l e d
the unde r l y i ng reasons beh ind the smear campa ign and the

p lo t t i ng o f . . . azo r, . . . e r t l e , Conn and Co . aga ins t J im Jones and
h i s o r g a r . i z a t i o n ; p o l i t i c a l p e r s e c u t i o n . J i m J o n e s w a s p i c t u r e d
a s a ' t h r e a t e n i n g ' p r e s e n c e , a d a n g e r o u s r a d i c a l , a f r i e n d o f

' b l a c k p o w e r ' o r g a n i z a t i o n s s u c h a s t h e B l a c k P a n t h e r s a n d t h e
I ' a t i o n o f I s l a m , a r e v o l u t i o n a r y c r g 3 t n i z e r w h o , a l o n g w i t h h i s
' s u b v e r s i v e ' o r g a n i z a t i o n , h a d t o s o m e h o w b e s t o p p e d . T h e m e d i a
s m e a r s t o r i e s w e r e s h o v. n b y t h e I n t e r p o l d o c u m e n t t o b e p r e c i s e l y
what Peop les Temple has sa id a l l a long tha t i t wc^s- : an enormous
r e d h e r r i n g , a d i v e r s i o n .

T̂ e conclusions recomiaended further action; more observers.
m o r e o f fi c i a l s t o w a t c h f o r t r a f fi c , a n d m o r e

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s t o b e i n i t i a t e d .

Je are at tempt ing at th is t ime to acquire copies of the

report.^IL 1j iiumyyui that thn rinm-npnt benn dinratnhod
'tu auyai.cx LbUih Jimm ulm^, l i iLlJeii lall jn iu uIjo the pnnnn,

haj bueiH' largely responsible for the campaigj is waged against
the Church of Scientology in recent years. That organizat ion has
done extensive invest igat ions of Interpol, s ind has documented
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I n t e r p o l ' s N a z i c o n n e c t i o n s

. . H A T I S I N T E R I C L ?

I n t e r p o l i s a p r i v a t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i c e
organization niade up of national police representativesfrom over 100 nations. Supposedly organized to apprehend
criminals, control drug traffic, etc., Interpol (in the
0.3.) is funded, staffed, and housed in the Treasury
Department, across the street from the .vhite House. It has
a direct hook-up to the computer ized Nat ional Cr ime Infor
mation Center (NCIC;, run by the F3I, and direct contact
with State and local police. All Interpol nations have
aceess to US files and records denied to US citizens. Any
police state, or private group in any member nation, via
their police can obtain information on US citizens, busi
nesses , tour is i t s , i io ra ig ran ts - , suspects , e tc . w i thout re
g a r d t o v a l i d i t y , r e l e v a n c e , t r u t h o r s o u r c e . T h e N C I C c o m
pu te r i zed fi les a t the d i sposa l o f I n te rpo l a re mass ive . A
fore ign agency, opera t ing through In terpo l , cou ld even
piant in format ion in US government fi les .

I n t e r p o l i s b a s i c a l l y a N a z i o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t s V i c e -
Fresident in the 1930*s and ^O's was Nazi General Kurt
Daluege, executed later for war crimes. During Hitler's
power per iod, Interpol was headquartered in Ber l in, and
has been r idd led wi th h igh-ranking Nazi po l ice and mi l i
ta ry o ffic ia ls ever s ince. I ts 1939 conference was he ld
under^the patronage of the Reichsfuehrer, the SiD, andNazi Chief of Pol ice Heinr ich Himmler. In 1963, Paul
^ickopf, a high-rar.king official in Hitler's SecretService (SD), was elected president of interpol. During
his term in office, the organization became affluent, due
to large contributions by three member nations in particular,
Venezuela, Brazil, and Switzerland where, coincidentally,the most powerful units of the underground "Odessa" organi
zation of former top Nazis are located, and are still quite
a c t i v e

The Interpol involvement in the plot against Jim Cones at
the upper levels of the conspiracy is interesting aind instructive
for many reasons. Let us recall again the role of the Treasury
Department in much of the anti-Temple activity* Conn's connections
with the Treasury, h is insistence that Dennis Banks meet wi th
Treasury agents in the proposed "deal" in which Banks would give
false testimony against Jim Jones in exchange for protection in
his extradi t ion case, and the var ious forms of harassment
(i.e.. Customs) that originated in that department. Let us also be
reminded that the Treasury Department has been used, practically
as a second FBI , fo r in te l l igence ga ther ing and po l i t i ca l perse
cution (especially through the Internal Revenue Service, a major



agency of the Treasury). Grace 3toen, a key media 'witness* and
a v\o:;.ar. who has played a maior role in efforts to harass Peoples
Terr.ple, was noted by Ccnn (in his conversation with Dennis Banks)
to have met with Treasury agents. The Treasury Department, by
t h e w a y, h a s b e e n i n c r e a s i n g l y r e l i e d u p o n f o r t h e k i n d o f w o r k
t h a t w a s f o r m e r l y t h e e x c l u s i v e d o m a i n o f t h e F B I b e c a u s e o f

the new Freedom of Information (FCl) legislation^which does not
c o v e r t h e T r e a s u r y.

I n t e r e s t i n g l y, I n t e r p o l i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s d i r e c t l y
u n d e r t h e w i n g o f t h e T r e a s u r y D e p a r t m e n t , w h i c h i s t h e o f fi c i a l
U.S. representat ive to Interpol . The Chairman of the US delegat ion
of Interpol 's General Assembly is none other than the Special
Ass is tant tc the Secretary o f the Treasury ( for Enforcement) .
. . o r e o v e r , a l l I n x e r p o l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s a n d a c t i v i t i e s a r e
f a r m e d o u t t o t h e U . S . S e c r e t S e r v i c e , C u s t o m s , t h e B u r e a u

o f - ' a r c o t i c s , a n d t h e I R S — a l l a g e n c i e s o f t h e U . S . T r e a s u r y
v ; h i c h e f f e c t i v e l y p u t s t h a t e n t i r e d e p a r t m e n t a t t h e s e r v i c e o f
Interpol h n i r r ^-ni 11 Ti* ^ 11 * - 1 i^he Trramiry Drpnrtmrnt

T h e f a c t t h a t I n t e r p o l i s a N a z i - r i d d l e d o r g a i i i z a t i o n i s
•well-known (see bo;:). In fact, it -was for many years run by top-
r a n k i n g U c i O i ^ . E v e n a s l a t e a s 1 9 7 2 , o n e o f h i t l e r ' s t o p S D
(secret service) officials, Paul Dickopf, was its director.<^ut
what readers may not know is that Peoples Temple has been one
o f t h e m o s t m i l i t a n t l y o u t s p o k e n a n t i - N a z i o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h e
United States^Through its newspaper. Peoples Forum. Peoples
Temp le has repea ted l y and f ea r l ess l y denounced and exposed t he
r i se and dangers o f neo-Naz is .m in San Franc isco and a round the
United Statesv^ It has also run front-page exposes on U.S.
government compl ic i ty (w i th in the Immigra t ion and Natura l iza t ion
Serv ice , espec ia l l y ) in sh ie ld ing top Naz i bu tchers f rom prosecut icn
o r depo r ta t i on , wh i l e t he^ l i ve comfo r tab l y, even l uxu r i ous l y,
S t . J « « - « J _ J ^ ^ V » . >in the United States. Jim Jones has adwo spoken out" publicly
o n t h i s i s s u e , a n d h a s i n s i s t e d t h a t s o m e t h i n g b e d o n e a b o u t
it. He has also spearheaded drives, with other concerned organi
zations in the community, to combat the neo-Nazi upsurge.

T h u s i t i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t e f f o r t s t o s t o p , s i l e n c e ,
or destroy Jim Jones would be instigated in the ultra-right.
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BroAT. wrote to Senator Stennis and give general contents of letter,
then pri .nt the recept sl ip, not ing as you did that no reply has
b e e n r e c e i v e d .



ANOTHER SPECIAL SECTION INSERT TO TigS KJOKt

hLjKci i?: mEOifl Guar IN SHAM "n^fose''ot! fetfm fernu
"ANSWERING CHARGES" A GAME WITH 'L0A13ED* DICE I

After twisting, distorting, or ignoring everything that Peoples
Temple has-published about what our attorney, C'^arles Garry, has called
"an orchestrated, organized, premeditated government campaign to
destroy a politically progrssive church," the sensationalist press .
has extended to us the opportunity of •defending* ourselves by
•answering questions* they have posed concerning a series of
allegations that ksxcxfesn tiiey have^^nified with front-page
h e a d l i n e s , a s i f t h e l i e s w e r e f a c t s .

After the * prosecution* has (for the time being) rested its
•case,* and the verdict of *^ilty* has been pronounced by direct
implication in the kangaroo court of public opinion (concocted,
rehearsed, staged, and edited by the Hearst/teurdoch press — for
reasons which we shall soon clarify), the * guilty* are a&ed to
say a few words, to * explain themselvesl*

In a way we are grateful that we have^ beai asked to do this,
because it gives us an opportunity to once more, and perhaps
more fully, expose exactly what is going on, to demonstrate to
the public how various reporters have either been manipulated
or have knowingly collaborated in wfeat amounts to a conspiracy
to destroy us — a conspiracy that is at once propagated and
covered up through slanderous and outrageously biased newspaper
s t o r i e s .

Questions are posed that concern the bel iefs and practices of
Peoples Temple and Jim Jones. They once again reiterate ^d focus
upon the 'charges* which, str ict ly speaking, have never been
p r e s e n t e d a s c h a r g e s , b u t a s f a c t s o r , m o r e p r e c i s e l y, a s * n e w s * —
a ra the r s l i ppery ca tegory wh ich may have the shape and sound
of truth, but (heaven knowsl) not the substance.

Such 'quest ions,* then, serve to perpetuate the i l lus ion o f the
ent i re media campaigni a l legat ions and 'charges* are g iven real i ty
b y o u r r e s p o n d i n g t o t h e m . I t ' s a c l e v e r t r a p .

A familiar psychology is at work here. Even the denial of
a s vicious and totally false accusation does* not at all dispel'the
effect of its having been madet it only reinforces it in the public
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i m a g e s n o r e t r a c t i o n s o f ' o t h e r - s i d e - f t f - t h e - s t o r y ' s t u f f c a n u n d o
what has been done. For the purpose of the media here has assxiredly
a n d d e m o n s t r a b l y n o t b e e n t o g e t a t t h e t r u t h — e v e n t h o u g h t h a t
has been the shape of the subterfuge all alongt an 'expose.' Even
though the newspaper may finally publish a few lines of the truth, they
have succeeded in creat ing enough of a controversy, a sensat ional ist ic
smoke-screen of charges, countercharges, and hel labal loo, that the
p u b l i c w i l l n e i t h e r n o t i c e n o r d i s a p p r o a v e o f t h e u n d e r h a h d e d w o r k
that goes on behind the sau. smokescreen, or pich regard what
Peoples Tempie may s.ay in its 'defense.' The 'i^ed herring' gas
e i the r th rown the pb l i c p f f . t he t rack , ,o r c rea ted such a s t i nk
that i t doesn't make any difference anymore.

WHAYs Be:M6 Cjovctep uf ?
This'is the devious psychology of public-manipulation that

several rpporters and editors have engaged in —and not only in our, —
c a s e — t h a t m a k e s a m o c k e r y o f a ' f r e e ' p r e s s . A n d i t h a s b e e n t h e
role that so much of our media has played to pfotect vested interests*.
And yet. Peoples Temple, which has been one of the leading candidates for
the 1977 Media Victim of the Year Award, has resolutely defended the
Freedom of the Press, has gone on marches for th is cr i t ical Const i tut ional
b u f f e r a g a i n s t t o t a l i t a r i a n a b u s e s .

But today, we must speak out, and for that very dame reason. Because
when that precious freedom is abused, and turned into an open-season
hunting license to malign and smear selected targets that are deemed
a threat to the interests af -that Big Media xxxxxmciixts protects,
then we are indeed on the verge of tyranny. Today, the adversary role of
the media has all but Yawtxhed been abliterated; it is quickly becoming
innocuous entertainment, protecting the interests of the owning
classes, and only presenting enpugh of the truth about the massive
corruption in American affairs to perpetuate the il lusion that it
is the 'watchdog' for the people's interests, when it really is more of
a protector o f the r ich and the super- r ich.

Until the offending newspapers get to the bpttcra the Peoples
Temple 'case*, revealing and 'investigating the right-wing plotting
that has been going on behind the scenes, we are not interested in
playing the game of charge/countercharge for the entertainment
(and confusion) of a bored public that may or may not crave such
amusement, but which /newspapers nonetheless provide them with in
order to turn over a profit. One of the questions that has been put to
us is why we haven't einswered the 'chp,rges' against us, ^ if yie have



n o t m a d e t h e r e a s o n s c r y s t a l c l e a r m a n y t i m e s . T h e q u e s t i o n i s a s k e d
with a kind of decptive, mock-innocence. But from the beginning we
have made it clear that we are not about to joing the iHxds^xdxKK
gSBBX 'crap* g^e in which the dice are loaded.

- j W r T fi j C K M S '
We h a v e h a d o u r fi l l o f r e p o r t e r s w h o h a v e u s e d d e c e p t i o n ,

e v e r y f o r m o f c o n n i v i n g a n d c o z e n i n g i n o r d e r t o b u i l d t h e i r c a s e .
We have #r*oof of some who have gone far and wide asking leading and
loaded quest iohs in order to e l ic i t the k ind o f rep l ies they needed.
They have also made slanderous and vicious comments designed to cast-
asperions on us. ̂ r->exefcqiple*̂ >Aftei<Jiflh-Jmeŝ -euf£Bre<Ler̂ coĤ pse

^•iieu«lng--AtrWierirtyHneeting_-(4*ekJiad.jio-€J,eefi.;Wie-^fttght^be^Por e
•tfec^RIWTie-^was-^coun§BJLI,ng)-»^_oae--.of-<he-«epoaste*iS<^wh€f'4iae-"^to€TV

{We know how questions and comments can be made which carry hiddenaccusations. This is an old tr ick in the bag of the sensat ion and

I scandal-monger. Another collaborator, Phil Tracy, interviewed Jim
Jones for two hours and did not use a word of his in-depth interview in
any of the long stories he wrote about us. In another story concerning
the tragic death of one Temple member, the reporter interviewed the
mans former wi fe for at . least kcxk hal f an hour —* but pract ical ly
n o r e o f h e r t e s t i m o n y w a s i n c l u d e d i n t h e s t o r y s i n c e , w e s p e c u l a t e ,
i t coht rad ic ted the tenor o f the v ic ious innuendoes that the s tory
w a s e x p r e s s l y w r i t t e n t o p u t b e f o r e t k t h e p u b l i c .

On numerous occasions, reporters have baited Temple members for
information that they later twisted so far out §!?^?5Rtl8? as to
defy cMdulity. On one memorable oeeasion, a national newsweekly magazine
reporter attenopted to l ie his way into a Peoples Temple service,
identifying himself as a 'Harvard graduate* who was sent there by
the American Friends Service Committee. His name appeardd on the
by- l ine o f s scur r i lous s tory about Peoples Temple that was fi l led wi th
g r o s s l i e s a n d l u r i d s e n s a t i o n a l i s m .

Such 'reporters' have eroded practically to zero our ability
to t rust the establ ishment media. They have disgraced their profession.
We have had 'newsmen' come by our church and members' homes using their
cameras to spy and pry at all houBs of the day and night, a cruel
fr ightening twist where the camera becomes an Orwell ian monitoring devise:



'* • — L«»-w at*4^.0UB JO S0TX
ani o?. ssauiaSea ia6B|UOTot{(to;Cu saSad îuoaj aiaq̂ paitn̂t̂soid
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that the people who she misquoted, when faced with an investigation,
disavowed their statements which, only a few days ftarl ier, had been
displayed on the front pages tax as the gospel truth! (Of course,
their d isavowals were i not carr ied or, in one case, nt iHagtud bur ied
to the back pages). This points directly to tha why we have stayed
out of the game of "why don't you answer the accusations?" It is
not, however, the only case where investigations were carried out
by official agencies in the wake of highly-publicized incidents
in which Peoples Temple was supposed to be guilty of some crime.
There have veen several such investiagions, and IN EACH CASE,
NO OFFICIAL INQUIRY HAS TURNED UP ANYTHING WHATSOEVER TO SUBSTANTIATE
THE TEMPLE'S INVOLVEMENT IN ANY WRONGDOING. IN FACT, IT WAS MADE
CLEAR IN EACH CASE THAT NOT ONLY WAS THE TEMPLE NOT INVOLVED IN ANY
ALLEGED "CRIME," BUT THAT NO CRIMES EVEN TOOK PLACE!

We Accuse
. ' I

We could go into a much lengthier discussion of how our
work has been d is tor ted, monster ized, l ied about , and del iberate ly
mangled beyond recognition by some in the media. It is not just
a question of false Accusations. It goes beyond that^ fxsxkyBioi
into vicious smear campaigns which are directly linked to what
have now been revea led to be tk i rxKffwTf tgxgfxnf ta twgiaety i tES a whole
ser ies o f e f fo r t s , i nc lud ing harassment , v io lence , aw i se t -ups ,
COINTELPRO tactics, and the like that the public is never made
a w a r e o f .

WE ACCUSE the perpetrators of these smears of concocting a
kangaroo court of 'charges' that are csSt in such a way as to
make response to them impossiblei we reply again tka± by saying
t h a t t h e c h a r g e s a r e n o t o n l y f a i l s e i n s u b s t a n c e , . b u t t h e y a r e
t h e m s e l v e s a r u s e t o t r i c k t h e p u b l i c . O n c e a g a i n , w e a r e b e i n g
set-up. The charges are not being made so that they can be 'answered'
and the ' t ru th ' brought out . They are being a i red in the publ ic
media for one reason onlyi to pre.iudice, public opinion againfet the
Te m p l e . a n d t o a s s a s i n a t e t h e c h a r a c t e r o f J i m J o n e s . M e r e l y t o
air a false accusation prejudices the public ipse facto,' especially
if it is done with the stamp of truth and authenticity ('news') that
the media can br ing to i ts 'official ' portrayal of real i ty.



Actual lyt we are weary of being constantly placed in the posit ion of
having to answer questions as if we were guilty of crimes. The accused,
who has already been most unfairly and scurri lously portrayed in the
news media, is surro\mded with an aura of guilt which is only

H e n e v e r

can come out winning in such a situation, eispecially when his
•side* of the story is at the mercy of being mangled by the very
organs of populat taste that saw fit to print the original lies,
and even to invent them. How can there be any fa i rness in such
a situation? Though there is an appearance of equity, the deck
i s s t a c k e d .

The Temp le and J im Jones a re gu i l t y o f no th ings bu t t o
state this alone gives credence to the bogus issue of 'gui l t*
and^innocence.* Note the devious mentsdity that engineers the
w h o l e c h a r a d e . I t i s c l o s e t o t h e " h a v e y o u s t o p p e d b e a t i n g y o u r
wifefp'^dilemma. The asking of the question ostensibly provides the
• a c c u s e d * t k a w i t h t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o ' v i n d i c a t e * h i m s e l f f r o m
g u i l t f o r n e v e r t h e a n s w e r " I n e v e r
b e a t h e r ' i n t h e fi r s t p l a c e " d o e s n o t e r a s e t h e s t i g m a t h a t t h e
verv posing of the ouestmn presumes. ' Someone has made the accusat ioni
in the workd of the public media, that's tantamount to guilt. The
denials and apologies, as we have said, complete the i l lusion
of a legitimate process. Beyond that, the real guilty party
emerges i the med ia mag ic iau is and make-up ar t i s ts who have fl im-flammed th (
ent i re th ing, stagnng ±t for the express purpose of sel l ing newspr int .

We feel today that to try to expose this kind of thing is
p e r h a p s f r u i t l e s s . T h e h e a r t o f t h e p r o b l e m i s t h a t t h e p u b i c ,
wh i ch has been nu r t u red on a d i e t o f pu l p , p robab l y doesn ' t wan t
a n y t h i n g e l s e . I t i s a l m o s t a t r u i s m t h a t t h e m e d i a ' s p e n c h a n t f o r
sena t i ona l i sm has made the k ind o f . smear campa ign th t t has 'beeb
m o x i n t e d a g a i n s t u s p o s s i b l e . B u t , a s w e h a v e c l a r i fi e d i n o t h e r
c o n t e x t s , t h e t r u t h g o e s d e e p e r. T h e p r e s u m e d c r e d u l i t y o f t h e
p u b l i c — p r o g r a m m e d i n t o u s f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f e n t e r t a i n i n g a n d
diverting us while we are being fleeced by the owning classes (in
whose interests Big Media works) is cynically manipulated so that
progressive organizations and humanitarian leaders who oppose those
v e s t e d i n t e r e s t s c a n b e p i l l o r i e d a n d d i s g r a c e d , a n d t h e i r e f f e c t i v e i y s s



We a r e n o w p r a c t i c a l l y c o n v i n c e d t h a t , f o r t h e s e r e a s o n s , t h e d e e p e r
t r u t h a b o u t P e o p l e s Te m p l e w i l l n e v e r b e s d l o w e d t o g e t i n t o p r i n t .

We wish to make i t abundant ly c lear that we have never had

any avers ion to d iscuss ing o \ i r be l ie fs , or sp i r i tus i l hea l ing, or
our work with extreme cases, with individuals who have been^^^^,^
•salvaged* largely because of iStŝ oris/patience and~willingness.\*-̂
to wo rk w i t h peop le who , i n many cases , nobody x i e l se was w i l l i ng
to take'on, and get them out of desperate, dead-end situations in
l i f e . I n f a c t , w e h a v e t a l k e d a b o u t t h e s e i s s u e s f o r y e a r s . We h a v e
s e n t o u t p r e s s n o t i c e s , i n v i t e d m e d i a t o o u r c h u r c h t o l e t t h e m
k n o w a b o u t o u r w o r k , n o t f o r p u b l i c i t y ' s s a k e , b u t s o t h a t p e r h a p s
what we are doing could be a kind of •catalyst* for godd, an
encouragement to ±xk others. But there has been very little interest.
A n d w e d o n o t r e a l l y w o n d e r w h v. A r t i c l e s a b o u t c r i m e p r e v e n t i o n
a n d s o l u t i o n s t o s o c i a l p r o b l e m s s e l l f e w e r p a p e r s t h a n l u r i d s t o r i e s
a b o u t k i l l e r s o n t h e r a u n p a g e , • s e x f i e n d s * t e r r o r i z i n g c o - e d s ,
o r ' b l a c k r i o t e r s . ' A n d t h e s e n s a t i o n a l i s t p r e s s i s t o b e b l a m e d
f o r t h a t , a l o n g w i t h t h e d i e t o f s m i l a r s t u f f o n t e l e v i s i o n . A r i x a i i y x .

KgxkanraxfBnrxAxthgjacthinraTrtKyBigxexwfxaxdKKtTfKxtBxgiHBBTTXH It is almost
a s i f t h e m e d i a X B K k t x k s n e e d s t o h a v e k i l l e r s , r a p i s t s , r i o t e r s ,

and gang wars aroundl-o^ art ticcncTtucy I
aiL4^

s We a re^beg inn ing to weary o f ques t ions ask ing "wha t re l i g ious
b e l i e f s w e r e p r e s e n t " — q u e s t i o n s t h a t c a r r y w i t h t h e m t t h e p e r n i c i o u s

inquendo that we are familiar witfe, hidden under the SExk cloak of an
i n n o c e n t q u e r y X K t B X H X x , a s i f P e o p l e s Te m p l e ' s " r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s "
were somehow so odd , so b iza r re . . . so mrKgggtyxwx h igh ly unor thodox
that they needed to be .justified by some "special explanation T Not only
t h a t , b u t t h e r e ± x s i s a l s o a d i s t u r b i n g r i n g t o t h e q u e s t i o n t h a t
t h e r e m a y i n d e e d b e s o m e r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s t h a t a r e u n a c c e p t a b l e :
t h e q u e s t i o n i s l o a d e d w i t h t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s t h a t i f t h e r e l i g i o u s
beliefs we have are somehow not 'proper* (compared to what?), we are
s u s p e c t . B u t t h e v e r y f a c t t h a t s u c h a q u e s t i o n i s p o s e d r e n d e r s
us already suspect. There is innuendo in this question that appeals
to bigotry — i t is the kind of quest ion that is more proper to the
Inquisit ion or the Salem trials of the 17th century than what we might
expect of an̂ êm ônment that is ̂ supposed to foster freedom of thought
and religion. Such a question works to poison, to undern^ine that very
f r e e d o m .
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We have never functioned •behind closed doors.' On the
contrary, more people have attended services at Peoples Temple
than practically any, church in California. Our church is the
most open and accepting afic imaginable, with a congregation of

^ people from every walk of life, from all backgrounds, allrac4s Md colors, sharing the ideals of universal human, broth
equality aggx.-|uqtice, ̂ nd compassion...and who are willing towork for the realisation of those ideals in human society. We
are a peat extended family, and our emphasis is on what must
be dchieved in the 'here and now' for the relief of human misery
and suffering. We are not centered on the ̂ hereafter.' We follow

the.original̂ iples of Christ, by living communallyd̂ sharing. We are not P̂ -̂̂ eomf̂able with the termreligion.. The wor/̂ tSteS^^^ abuses, stupidity, andhuman felly and crime cominitted in its' name that we are pledged
to combat and overcome.,In that sense, though we are affiliated
and active within a national religious denomination (the
Christian Church/bisciples of Christ), we are a kind of 'gadfly
presence among churches because we point out that religion ±x
as proven itself a force tha1?̂ h"as subverted human progressTto

a great eitent.)Even the great teachers, thinkers, and social
activists who have shared this view are often themselves made into
founders' of 'religious systems' that wholly pervert the meaning and

example of their lives and ccnvictions.

More could, and will be said. There is no escaping the fact
that in all of this, Jim Jones and Peoples Temple have been

wronged. Several reporters, editors and news media
ĥrjI shameful role in it, and we will continue to remindpu 10 of It until there are apolggies and restitution. XXUKXX

fs

ruinep becaui ewi-h) ^

iha ju WaoTS fi i h i Jo

t h e s m e a r s

k - o i y w i

i e r i m
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P«\^*JtoxABqaq quexAap JCxxaxoos pire

•sSAip 'arnxJO jo ssaxx moaj paqaqxXT<lBlaa axdmai saxdoaj suo?jad
JO spaapunq jCxrem aqq uo quads aq oq aAaq q.upxp qaqq soaxxop Jo

spuBsnoqq jo spaapunq jCxPawnopun paAss aaaM oqM ~ sn 3uxu3xxbw
saxoxqoB aqq jo saapaaa Suxpnxoux — saaiCadxaq aq osxa XXX« sauof

™Tr paqxpaaosxp aASq qsqq suSxadnreo oaams aqq jo smxqoxA




