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a spectacle of which it sees only the outer manifestations. What
is not seen, of course, is the massive, politically-motivated
persecution that is deliberately covered up by the carefully com-
posed stories, which never discuss the real reasons for the per-
K secution, but shift the grounds to an entirely different set
- ci:{:-of issues. Thus, the smear campaign is a very clever way to

It would take a separate volume to cut through the tangle
of lies, distortions, ht@exiretikGs and misrepresentations that
have been used in creating the smokescreen, the "red herring"
that has kept the truth hidden. But the stories follow a general

pattern that is worth examining, and helps us understand the NN

anatomy of yellow journalism. -

A human interest angle ic developed, on a level of third- -
rate melodrama, designed to generate public sympathy by portraying
a "vietim" of the "iIrFrritie" Temple.[L—Lecareé*fatherr' afraid |

' K—about_hi . s
—aé—*cEﬁEE?3ﬁ§'?‘a—ﬂistraught~d9ther7—battiiﬁg~£ef—her—chfIH“Tﬁat QQ#
ha$ been Spiri 's 'prison-camp' i
___S~W‘_ o oIeE oI 010 AmerrCta; < 522160 ‘.' e 0adi,
ars—beon ' public - umi i rtet—in—seme—weird rituai- '| The stories

call on stage a vomitous parade oE 'cozfageous' individuals vho,
s Chargpo et
the script goes, have ‘'dared' to s$ané—d¥:%e Jim Jones, the
‘Egmpde—tyeart . Together, the accounts form a maudlin catalogue
of sob-stories, conceived and concocted to appeal to the dregs
of, popular taste. The Grace Stoens, Joyce Shaws, Nadyne Houstons,
(CAFSc ~(SES .. ;
T{{neye ‘are many more), and the ever-present iiertles (Al and Jeanne
Mills) are cast on the pages of the newspapers or on television as

the fatuous symbols of outraged conventional morality.

This is the way that ‘off-beat’ organizations have so often
been smeared: by the insinuation that they are somehow offensive
or menacing to- the God-Apple Pie-liother moral totalitarianism that
governs American cultural religione Imperfectly concealed behind the.
pseudo-liberal, self-righteous posturing of the Tracy and Reiter-
" man articlesBd is the tired old myth of 'virtue offended.' Phil
Tracy's statement to Jim Jones during his never-used two-hour
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'interview with him, when he blurted out that the media can

make 'monsters' out of whomever it ¢ es, is more than
fulfulled in these shoddy press tale }ﬁigightened Parents,
ahgucteq\children,\iftrange suidides,' and big, bad,
power-brokering, tyragnical Jim Joges, who lords it over his
quivé}ing flock of brow-beaten, bra nwashed boot~licker§;7

[ ——
— - -
. AL 27 e ?

Throughout, people are gEiven to believe that they have been
‘used' or 'tricked' or 'really didn't know' what was ‘going on
inside the ¥emple... ' The press becomes,
then, a kind of preliminary tribunal in which the target is ac-
cused, given the aura of guilt, eonvicted, ang condemned in
the court of 'public opinion,*' as manipulated by the collaborators
in the media who are Pursuing the 'jnvestigation.' The strearn
of irmeerdee=— facelese accusers, d testimony, distortions )
and lies, leads to a form of 'Judgement.' The traffickers in «
this stuff know well its potency, and the effect it can have
in instigating people to take independent action against the
target. Already this potential has been realized as the level
of harassment, violence, death-threats and other actions has markeg
ly stepped up since the Smear campaign got underway. while many
People have seen through the sewage that has been aired in the
txaminer and other media, and have given their support to the
Temple, others have gone so far as to threaten to shoot anyone
stepping out of the front door of the San Francisco headquarters. -
And if anyone is shot, the media-provocateurs can take the blame. X

Two Hnvcsrigd oA S
Before closing this chapter on the abuses of the public

media, let us briefly look at two instances in which Press
stories that insinuated wrong-doing and pushed for official
investigations actually resulted in such investigations being
carried out and concluded. The first instance, initially written
about by Phil Tracy in New dest”? ‘and followed up on by Tracy's
collaborater, Marshall Kilguff of the Chronicle, .concerned a
young man who never was a member of Feoples Temple and who was
never more than remotely involved with church services or pro-

rams. He knew of the Temple because his family lived in the
Zgﬁgﬂkg?ggaﬁhere the Temple was located several years ago. liembers
knew him as a sensitive, though deeply troubled youth. He had
received a settlement after a serious motorcycle accident, which
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he donated to the Temple's human service ministry. In October,
1975, the young man committed suicide. Two years later, under
<« the pressure of Tracy and Kilduff, who were frantically
trying to find something to ‘pin' on Peoples Temple, a second
coroner's inquest was held in Los Angeles. Already, the Tracy
story (which had been picked up by other media) had charged that
there were 'strange' irregularities in the suicide, and the M"‘i“”‘
; W22 /e 07 Se ol 10) St oo
innuendo was clear that Peoples Temple had—markersd the mar, Fer 7
after getting his money from him. Because of pressure from ZZttﬂa
the media, medical examiners and witnesses to the event were <7

summoned to court. On October 20, 1977, the coroner's jury
upheld the verdict of death by suicide. :3¥;

A second story given heightened media coverage (front
page all over San Francisco) was that Temple high school '
students "dominated" the school that many of them attended.
The article§§§~were ludicrous, transparent attempts to grasp
at straws and manufacture 'news' out of practically nothing
at all. Nonetheless, the Temple was again maligned in the
public eye, accused of some vague form of wrongdoing that
hinted of - dark plotting and behind-the-scenes finagling.
Investigations that resulted from the §candal-mongering articles
turned up absolutely nothing. The media's sources moaned that
they were misquoted, and denied their statements.3§63; with
other such trumgd-up allegationglthe rebuttal statements that
totally exonerated the Temple were given low-key, low
priority coverage, buried in the back pages. But the effect
of the smear was achieved. There were no apologies or explana-.
tions.

™V Gers wm THE Acr

Electronic media coverage used its own gimmickry. One
reporter had former Temple members give interviews with their
backs to the camera, as if they were in some kind of danger for
"testifying," contributing further to the monstrous implication
that former members of Peoples Temple were 'scared to death.’
However, hundreds of people in the church who viewed these
newscasts knew exactly who these persons were. For whose
benefit, then, was the act staged?
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On another occasion, the TV cameraman working with
the same reporter ran at breakneck spted to corner a group
of Temple senior citizens in a public park who were preparing
to board a bus and, while filming this for television, screamed
at-the top of his lungs for them to call him a name, trying
to bait them into making a response that might make for
some sensatinnalistic footage on the TV news!

News As flomoTioN

It is important to emphasize that the press smear campaign
has been actively promoted around the nation. Tracy and Kilduff
have gone on television, talk shows, have held special press
conferences, called up investigating agencies, pushing and
promoting their stories to the hilt. But, the sensationalism
and smears of the Examiner and New iWest articles, low and
sickening from the start, have succeeded in conjuring up a —

~ vr\,' /"5'
controversy around Jim Jones, they have not produced the _ A

"Watergate" that promoters and perpetrators hoped for¥ Some

2k Jrsct have egn “4R%cessfully planted in England and Canlia,
hanE;ert;9he—&orenIe~run?18u¥ﬁ&nuhxr££g§;1§;bgpth cavrieda — Ors
hlghly libelous art1cle‘§ about Feoples Temple and the mission/
community that Jim Jones has established in Guyana. The intensity
of the articles is alarming enough, but the fact that they |

were printed in the two very cities where the largest popu-
lztions of Guyanese are located outside of Guyana leads to
one conclusion: a well-coordinated effort is being made to

discredit and run interference with the Temple's Guyana pro ject.

C}\That is another chapter in the conspiracy which we will soon

examine in some detail. But, in.order to understand that
chapter, we need to look behind the media-manipulation of
the public, behind the smear campaign which, in the final
analysis is a diversion. iie even have to look behind the
sleazy tribe of slick, fork-tongued operatives and informers,
the Mazors and Conns who are busily engaged in blackmail,
coercion of testimony, and assorted schemes to build their
cases

The Temple's continuing investigatioh of the plots against
Jim Jones reveals that they are being orchestrated at a
higher: level.
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Prer @ " Moving Up to the Higher Levels
INCOP SisTel Ces
After hearing that Davig Conn was in some way connected

with the Treasury Department, severzl members of Feoples Temple
wrote to that department asking for confirmation or clarificatior
of any kind of investigation that might be going on. Responses
came from the Internal Revenue Serice, the Treasury Departnment,
and U.S5. Customs Service. KNone acknowledged any investigations
involving Peoples Temple .38

In April, 1977, however, Rev. James (J.R.) Furifoy, a
former member of Peoples Temple, reached Jim Jones by tele-
pPhone in Guyana, South America. Purifoy had been telephoned by
a man who said he worked with the Treasury Department and who
wanted to know anything Purifoy could remember about Feoples
Temple and its Pastor. Purifoy, refused to talk to the caller, B¢

Dack he —_—

Also, in the written notes taken during his ..ay, 1977
meeting with David Conn, Dennis Banks hag noted that "Grace
(Stoen) has been visited by Treasury agents."S s, Stoen,

a former member of Feoples Temple, was one of the sources used
in the original New west story, and has been a key figure in sub-
sequent media attacks against the Temple.

Several other incidents have taken place indicating that
the denial of the Treasury and its related agencies of being
involved in any investigation of the activities of Feoples Temple
is not true. Each event has represented an invasion of the
Constitutional rights of Peoples Temple as a religious organi-
zation. .

Fovrine procepures

On September 29, 1977; Temple officials learned from
the church's freight forwarder in Miami, Floridalthat agents
of the U. S. Customs Service (an arm of the U. S. Treasury
Department) had helgd up a Temple cargo shipment bound for the
agricultural Project in Guyana. Seven Customs men pulled crates
at random for inspection. The attorney for Feoples Tenple,
Charles Garry, wrote to the Customs Service demanding an ex-
planation, or at least a statement of fair cause for this

AN bl

aCtiOn. ha MOV AN S~ Do o
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they were exempt from disclosure and the search was merely
a "routine procedure.”

ITfrarn oLt % AR
- agent§involved Twase’ not the regular Customs agents I see around

A
'BQV Clearly, more

heré?..gr—.n ot

was going on than a mere 'routine' procedure.

The freight forwarder. hoeﬁvgg confirmed that the Customs
(24
€

Shortly thereafter, a package containing important documents
and church-related business arrived in San Francisco from Guyana
at the Fost Office. The package had been opened, tampereé¢ with,
and completely ruined. A substance the color and scent of wine
)( had been poure over all the paper;%*_*fvhlg%;%lud;dmm‘ﬁ
important affadavits and legal oocuments A letter requesting an
explanation was sent to the Postmaster 0¢ San Francisco. As
yet, no reply has been received by the Temple.

() A most recent intrusion is the blatant interference with
the Social Security checks of hundreds of senior citizens,
members of Feoples Temple who are now residing in Guyana at the
agricultural community. The Temple has received word from a con-
fidential source that a message was circulating in the San Fran-
cisc# Fost Office branches ordering that any SSA (Social Security)
checks which have a forwarding order to Guyana be returned to the
Social Security Administration (Department pof Health, Education
and #Welfare). For months, these checks.ﬁg;:pnot been’'recdeived
by their owners. All members of Peoples Temple who have taken up
residence in Guyana and who are legally entitled to receive these
benefits, filed appropriate forms (SSA-21) declaring their inten-
tion to live outside the territorial borders of the United States.
By law, Social Security checks are to be sent to the recipient,
wherever he may choose to reside.

_\?f 1nqu1ry were sent to Congressman Philip Burton

thz>z\t
E the retury o
Check\\¢ ‘

uyana. The 1llega11ty of this order is clear. Still, tRere has

Olosrf .



~.

3

"

' What has become '
<——— ___“> clear is that the 'routine' is more of a pattern of deliberate
official government agency harassment. It is not within the
scope of this document to go into the myriad instances of

tnhics type of harassment, which have includecd nultiple instances
0of surveillarnce™~, mail tampering, payoffs, bribes, blackmail,

and even hired ascassins sent throuvh tre %pgle across

‘u&{' IM e
internatioral borders...besides wnat a most cruel

and irhuman 3&527’0 "starve out" the hundreds of Temple members
ir Guyara by holding up their Social Security benefits that

are rightfully theirs. However, we have begun to uncover areas
of what i. shaping up as a very far-reaching, insidious con-
spiracy that can help us to explain ali of the foregoing and,

hopefully, get to the heart of it..

The lntézyé%;éonnection

The irregulatities that have been passed off as "routine"
received a great measure of clarification when, in November
1977, several Temple officials conducting investigations into
the conspiracy were given access# (through government sources)
tc & lengthy document originating in Interpol. The covering
letter of the document bore the name of 'ir. louis B. Sims of
the—desiede—airC Interpol. The document discussec¢ ciin Jones,
reoples Temple members, anc church activities from information
provideé by thirteen ex-members who had met with an agent iden-
tified only by his number. The meeting tock place in February,
well before any of the simear articles were published. Among
these former members was Grace Stoen, the sane person who
David Conn said (to Dennis 3anks) had talked to agents of
the Ireasur wepartment. Typical of Interpol inteliligence
reportég;'t e document was riddled with fabrications and out-
right lies about the activities of Feoples Temple and of members



whose names wers cited in the report. The report cdiscusses
the 'political irfluence' of Rev. Jones and the Temple in the

Uniteld States, - s -2
3 f i > : : 2 ing. It confir:as ag
that the thirteer former memberc had contacted reporters to -
-

spur more investigatibns, and that articles had subsequently
appeared in the press. Il.e report confirms that special ob-
servers had been stationed in Houston, New Orlezns, and iiami,
assigned to watch for shipments leaving the country from Feoples
Te::ple. The report ;Egiisasé the meeting between Dennis Banks
ard savid Joni.. 2t also alleges that Cim Jones tookx part in some

avi
rt ol demonsiration in Guyana during a2 time period whien he was

)

net L the counzry Lt 21l.

signific.ntly, tre Interpol document did not-exen concern
itself with the "charge:z" and allegations out of which the
medla cmear campalgn las teen fabricateds its concerns revealed
the uncerlyirg reasons behind the smear campaign and the
ttirg of ..azor, ..ertle, Conn and Co. against Jim Jones and
his orgarization: political persecutiorn. Jim Jones was pictured
ar a 'threatening' presence, a dangerous radical, a friend of
'black power' organicationg such as the Black ranthers and the

ke
',..l
O

Zation of Islarm, a revoluticnary corganizer who, alorg with his
‘sutversive' organizatior, had to somehow be stopped. The media
smear storiesz were shown ty the Interpol document to be precisely
what Teorles Temple has said all along that it-was: an enormous

. . . +hey were
rec¢ herrirg, a diversion. ‘4

The conclusions recomaended further action: more observers,

more A n officials to watch for traffic, and more

investigations to be initiated.

i
-~

we are attempting at this time to acquire copies of the o

report.

~ o -

n —i—ateo—tire—Pperson,
who—has-hé%%"largely responsible for the campaigns waged against
the Church of Scientology in recent years. That organization has

done extensive investigations of Interpol, and has dccumented

.
o0 ' .
L )

}t-is-ﬂv1ewvr#hy-¢he#-tha_daaumeni.has.been—dispaigngg_:?3

a4
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Interpdl's vazi connections.lé?

«HAT I3 INTERFCL? —}

Interpol is a private international police
organization made ur of national police representatives
from over 100 nations. Supposedly organized to apprehend
criminals, control drug traffic, etc., Interpol (in the
U.3.) is funded, staffed, and housed in the Treasury
Departmert, across the street from the <hite House. It has
a direct hook-up to the computerized National Crime Infor-
nation Center (NCIC), rurn by the F3I, and direct contact
with State and local police. All Interpol nations have
aceess to Us files and records denied to US citizens. Any
police stzte, or private group in any member nation, via
their police can obtain information on Us citizens, busi-
nesses, tourisits, immigrants, suspecte, etc. without re-
gard to validity, relevance, truth or source. The NCIC com-

uterized files at the disposal of Interpol are massive. A
foreign agency, operating through Interpol, could even
piznt information in Us government files.

anterpol is basically a Nazi organization. Its Vice-
President in the 1930's and 40's was Nazi General Kurt
Daluege, executed later for war crimes. Suring Hitler's
power period, Interpol was headquartered in Berlin, and
t has been riddled with high-ranking ivazi police and mili-
© tary offic ials ever since. its 1939 conference was held
urider the patronage of the Reichsfuehrer, the 5o, and
ivazi Chief of Tolice Heinrich Himmler. in 1968, Ffaul
~ickopf, a high-rarking official in Eitler's secret
Service (52), was elected president of interpol. During
his term in office, the organization became affluent, due
to large contributions by three member nations in particular,
Vernezuela, Brazil, and Switzerland where, coincidentally,
the most powerful urnits of the underground "Odessa" organi-
zation of former top Nazis are located, and are still quite

active .‘?49

The Interpol involvenent in the plot against Jim Jones at
the upper levels of the conspiracy is interesting and instructive
for many reasons. Let us recall again the role of the Treasury
Department in much of the anti-Temple activity: Conn's connections
with the Treasury, his insistence that Dennis Banks meet with
Treasury agents ir the proposed "deal" in which Banks would give
false testimony against Jim Jones in exchange for protection in
his extradition case, and the various forms of harassment
(i.e., Customs) that originated in that department. Let us also be
reminded that the Treasury Department has been used, practically
as a second FBI, for intelligence gathering and political perse-
cution (especially through the Internal Revenue Service, a major
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agercy ¢f the Treasury). Grace 3toen, a key media ‘'witness' and
a wonan who has played a major role in efforts to harass Feoples
Ternpie, was noted by Ccrn (in his conversatior with Dennis Banks)
to have met with Treasury agents. The Treasury Department, by
the way, has been increasingly relied upon for the kind of work
that was formerly the exclusive domain of the FBI because of

the new Freedom of Information (Ful) legisliation,which does not
cover the Treasury.

- . ~
.

.Iﬁzg;gstingly. Interpol in the United States is directly
under tre wing of the Treasury Department, which is the official
v.ZS. representative to Interpol. The Chairman of the U3 delegation
of Interpol's General Assembly is none other than the Special
- assistant tc the Secretary of the Ireasury (for Enforcement).
~oreover, ali interpol investigations and activities are
farmed out to the U. S. Secret Service, Customs, the Bureau
7 MNarcotics, anc the IRD -- all agencies of the U.S5. Treasury
which effectively puts that entire department at the service of

Interpol whiehe>itrhe-lailed=b4ntecr—is-the Treasury Department.

The fact that Interpcl is a Nazi-riddled organizatior is
well-inown (see box:). Irn fact, it was for many years run by top-
rarking eiic. Zven as late as 1972, one of nitler's top 53
(cecret service) officials, Faul Dickopf, was its director.But
what readers may not kxrow is that Feoples Temple has been one
of the most militantly outspoken anti-Nazi organizations in the
United States;>Through its newspaper, Peoples Forum, Peoples
Temple has repeatedly and fearlessly denounced and exposed the
rise and dangers of neo-Nazism in San Francisco and around the
Unitec States. It has also run front-page exposeé on U.C.
government complicity (within the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, especially) in shielding top Iazi butchers from prosecutim
or deportation, while they live comfortably, even luxuriously,
in the United Stategf'him Jones has ad=so spoken out publicly
on this issue, ané has insisted that something be done about
it. He has also spearhgeded drives, with other concerned organi-
zations in the community, to combat the neo-Nazi upsurge.

Thus it is not surprising that efforts to stop, silence,
or destroy Jim Jones would be instigated in the ultra-right,
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ANOTHER SPECIAL SECTION INSERT TO THE BOOK: .
L ACCES s MEDIA GUILT IN SHAM "EXfosE ™ oN fevtes Tew,ip

“ ANSWERING CHARGES" --- A GAME WITH °LOADED® DICE!

After %wisting. distorting, or ignoring everything that Peoples

Temple has published about what our attorney, c®arles Garry, has called '
*an orchestrated, organized, premeditated government campaign to

destroy a polltlcally progrssive church,” the sensatlonalist press .
has extended to us the opportunity of *defending’ ourselves by
*answering questions' they have posed concerning a series of
allegations that kaxmxksmn thoy hawgudignified with front-page
headlines, as if the lies were facts.

After the 'prosecution’ has (for the time being) rested its
‘case,' and the verdict of 'guzlty' has been pronounced by direct
implication in the kangaroo court of public opinion (concocted,
reharrsed, staged, and edited by the Hearst/Murdooh press -- for
reasons which we shall soon clarify), the ‘guilty* are gked to
say a few words, to *explain themselves!'®

In a way we are grateful that we have been asked to do this,
because it gives us an'oﬁportunity'to once more, and perhaps
more fully, expose ekactly’what is going-on. to demonstrate to
the public how various reporters have either been manipulated
or have knowingly collaborated in wgat amounts to a conspiracy

to destroy us -- nsi that is at onc ted and
covered up through slanderous and outrageously biased newspaper
stories.

Questions are posed that concern the beliefs'and'p:actices of
Peoples Temple and Jim Jones. They once again reiterate and focus
upon the 'charges*® which, strickly speakidé. have never been
presented as charges, but as factg or, more precisely. as 'news' --
a rather slippery category which may have the shape and sound
of truth, but (heaven knows!) not the substaaoe.

Such 'questions,® then, serve to perpetuate the illusion of the
entire media campaigns allegations and ‘charges® are giﬁen reality
by our responding to them. It's a clever trap.

A familiar psychology is at work here. Even the denial of
a g vicious and totally false accusation doesm not at all dispel‘the
effect of its having been mades it only reinforces it in the public




mind. This is especially true in our cynical post-Watergate
climate, where accusations practically presume guilt, and denials
become the equivalent' of lies. Accuse someone of a crime (and

some wemkdxke scandal-mongering editors and reporters have shown
themselves adept at cooking up a case practically ex nihile), and
even though innocent,' there is a feeling aroused that he may just
“be guilty; the power of theApress is such that, at the very leass,
a connection is made between the accused and the *crime' that works
to tear down the integrity of the accused -- often without a shred
of evidence -- thus making him gullty' in a more subtle manhner.
People who have gone through the McCarthy period are familiar with
this » sort of perfidy. ’ . '

The point is that to dignify 'questions' posed by the sensationalist

press in such an atmosphere co-operates with the basic stragegy of

the' architects of the smear campaigns it keeps the grounds of the

entire situation removed to a different place, focuged upon bogus

and spurious issues. And when the accusations and innuendoes are
multiplied, it becomes evédant that, far from what one publisher has
called a *decent, comprehensive report’ which should be character-

ized as '1nvest1gat1ve.' we have g deliberate attemtpt to portray

Peoples Temple as a disreputable organization.

We are not naive. We know that mmy smear cappaigns are
diversions, often subterfuges. To pretend that the stories about
Peoples Temple zx constitute some kind of 'legitimate inquiry!
into our work is preposterous. though the material is .carefully
masked as such. Yet attempts persist to perpetrate and dignify what
has been a shamefully outrageous and despicable effort to confuse
the public, to create a plcture of Peoples Temple that is completely

the oppo31te of real:.ty. TF v S //'fz "fb
<
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The sensatlonallst media aske us to ex] explain ourselves. We

accuse, instead, that they have never explained themselves. We i

ask/ them:

- Why g:ﬁ?have never xxkznx undertaken to reveil what
we have made clear about the conspiracy against uss that over a
dozen of the media *witnesses® wlio appear in the press (according
to one editor) xx in g ' spontaneousik and "courageous" fashion to
denounce the Temple, CONSPIRED TOGETHER TO CONCOT AND PROMOTE
THESE ATTACKS FULLY SIX MONTHS BEFORE THEY APPEARED IN THE PRESS!

- Why¢h;;e\they refused to reveal the facts that tive



images no retractions of 'other-side-@f-the-story' stuff can undo

what has been done. For the purpose of the media here has assuredly
and demonstrably not been to get at the truth -- even though that

has been the shape of the subterfuge all alongs an ‘expose.' Even
though ‘the newspaper may finally publish a few lines of the truth, they
have succeeded in creating enough of a controversy, a sensationalistic
smoke~screen of charges, countercharges, and hellabdlloo, that the
public will neither notice nor disapproave of the underhanded work
that goes on behind.the =mme smokescreen, or much regard what

Peoples Temple may say in its 'defense.' The ‘red herring' has

either thrown the pblic off the track,.or created such a stink

that it doesn't make any difference anymore.

WHaTS BENG coversp uf ?
This is the devious psychology of public-manlpulatlon that

several rpporters and editors have engaged in --and not only in our

_case =-- that makes a mockery of d 'free' press. And it has been the

role that so much of our media has played to protect vested interests.

And yet, Peoples Temple, which has Yeen one of the leading candidates for
the 1977 Media Victim of the Year Award, has resolutely defended the
Freedom of the Press, has gone on marches for this crifical Constitutional
buffer against totalitarian abuseés. ' -

But today, we must speak out, and for that very dame reason. Because
when that precious freedom is abused, and turned into an open-season
hunting license to malign and smear selected targets that are deemend
a threat to the interests mf that Big Media imxzwmemxtE protects,
then we are indeed on the verge of tyranny. Today, the adversary role of
the media has all but xamixhmd been aebliterated; it is quickly becoming
innocuous entertainment, protecting the interests of the owning '
clasees, and only presenting enough of the truth about the massive
corruption in American affairs to perpetuate the illusion that it
is the *watchdog® for the people's interests, when it really is more of
a protector of the rich and the super-rich.

Until the offending newspapers get to the bottom the Peoples
Temple ‘case', revealing and 'investigating the right-w1ng plotting
that has been going on behind the scenes, we are not interested in
Playing the game of charge/bountercharge for the entertainment
(and confusion) of a -bored pPublic that may or may not crave such
amusement, but which .newspapers nonetheless provide them with in
order to turn over a profit. One of the questions that has been put to
us is why we haven't answered the ‘charges*’ against us, as if we have



not made the reasons.crxstal clear mang times. The question is asked
with a klnd of decptive, mock-innocence. But from the beginning we
have made it clear that we are not about to joing the kmadmdxdizm

EameEx ‘crap' game in which the dice are loaded.
T SCANDAL-MongeRS TRiICKk BAG
We have had our fill of reporters who have used deception,

every form of conn1ving and cozenlng in order to build their case.
We have Proof of some who have gone far and wide asking leading and
loaded questiohs in order to elimit the kind of replies they needed.
They have also made slanderous and wicious comments designed to cast

asperions on us.Eggkexample‘,atter\Jim~Jones*sufiered/aﬁcoilgpse

‘2t “a-Heusing Authertty-meeting (he _had no-—sleep tite—night—~hefore

) Q

quite—active~in-promoting~the—smearn_campaign asked T he Was enmdrygs.
"We know how questions and comments can be made which carry hidden
_accusations. This is an old trick in the bag of the sensation and

scandal-monger. Another collaborator, Phil Tracy, interviewed Jim

Jones for two hours and did not use a word of his in-depth interview in
any of the long stories he wrote about us. In another story-concerning
the tragic death of one Temple member. the reporter interviewed the
mans former wife for at_least keax half an hour --' but practically

nore of her testimony was included in the story since, we speculate,

‘it cohtradictedl the tenor of the vicious innuendoes that the story

was expressly written to put beforexk the public.

On numerous occasions, reporters have baited Temple members for
1nformat10n that they later twisted so far out 3?3885t3§9 as to
defy cmiulity. On one memorable oeeasion, a national newsweekly magazine
reporter attempted to lie his way into a Peoples Temple service,
identgfying himself as a 'Harvard graduate' who was sent there by
the American Friends Service Commlttee. His name appeardd on the
by-line of g scurrilous story about Peoples Temple that was filled with
gross lies and lurid sensationalism. ‘

Such ‘'reporters' have eroded practically to zero our ability
to trust the establishment media. They have disgraced their profession.
We have had 'newsmen' come by our church and members' homes using their
cameras to spy and pry at all houss of the day and nlght, a cruel
frightening twist where the camera becomes an Orwellian monitoring devieet:



One television news rdporter had his cameraman film him interviewing
witnesses with their backs to the TV audience even though hundreds of
people in the Temple knew their 1dentity full well. The act was obviously
staged for the public to make it appear that these individuals were
in some danger for making their statements. On another occasion, a
TV cameraman cornered a group of senior citizens at a San Franclsco .
park, and filmed them while shouting at the top of his lungs in an’ ‘
attempt to terrorize them, and provolle them into behaving irrationally
for the cameral These are but a few of the many examples that illustrate
how the media can “make monsters” out of whomever it chooses. This
phrase was used by one of the reporters weiting about us. It speaks
volumes.

We have experienced the most shameful, disgusting duplicity from
several members of the press to the extent that we almost regret our
years of work to champion the rights of the media, for which our
church was commended in the Congressional Record, and for which Rev.
Jones has received awards. But we recognize that this is by no means
the full picture, and there are many very responsible and courageous
pPeople in the field of. journalism. o

Still, it is interesting that when one of the best investigative
reporters in the Bay Area did an in-depth story on Peoples Temple, even

living in Rev. Jones*' home for several days, his story was completely

killed by his home. paper: not a word was ever printed. However, xhmx

rankinxexsf one. of the most notorious scandal-mongering *religion®
writers in the nation was able to get his ranting, slanderous
poison plastered all over the front Pages when he added Jim Jones
to the long list of progressive, black and Exxxkxeightx pro-civil
rights religious leaders he has publlcly pPilloried. Note Well: this
individual has since been kicked out of the Washington Press Corps
and has been wﬁ&mmw
hi icule denounce ' black A nations as a smokescreen for

the 3 lic of Squth A where the corporation
hgxg_1hg;z_ﬂgl;jugi__JL_a;gg and on whose xmkkx semi-slave labor they
reap profits! Members of Peoples Temple flnally had to sue this scoundrel
for slander when he was about to peddle his racist venom in another
newspaper which carried him as imhxi their columnlst, the San Francisco
Progress. This newspaper was upset that Peoples Temple sued their
blue-ribbon columnist for slander. xextkey To retaliate, they eagerly

prostltuted _their front pages with nymphomanlacal eagerness to the
lles of anothpr Qbhea"'wnnn'lvt..-b —aacad e OO0 . - - .
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that the people who she misquoted, when faced with an investigation,
digavowed their statements which, only a few days #arlier, had been
displayed on the front pages £mx as the gospel truth! (Of course,
their disavowals were X not carried or, in one case, EEimagkmd buried
to the back pages). This points directly to kke why we have stayed
out of the game of "why don't you answer the accusations?" It is
not, however, the only case where investigatibns were carried out
by official agencies in the wake of highly-publicized incidents
in which Peoples Temple was supposed to be guilty of some crime.
There have veen several such investiagions, and IN EACH CASE,

NO OFFICIAL INQUIRY HAS TURNED UP ANYTHING WHATSOEVER TO SUBSTANTIATE
PHE TEMPLE®*S INVOLVEMENT IN ANY WRONGDOING. IN FACT, IT WAS MADE
CLEAR IN EACH CASE THAT NOT ONLY WAS THE TEMPLE NOT INVOLVED IN ANY

We could go into a much lengthier discussion of how our
work has been distorted, monsterized, lied about, and deliberately
mangled beyond recognition by some in the media. It is not just
a question of false &ccusations. It goes beyond thaty Laxexkyund
into vicious smear campaigns which are directly linked to what
have now been revealed to be xkExmffmrkxxafxEximiratxkygREs a whole
series of efforts, including harassment, violence, am® set-ups,
COINTELPRO tactics, and the like that the public is never made
aware of. : - :

WE ACCUSE the perpetrators of these smears of concocting a
kangaroo court of ‘charges®' that are ca3t in such a way as to
make response to them impossible: we reply again xkax by saying
that the charges are not only false in substance,,K but they are
themselves a ruse to trick the public. Once again, we are being
set-up. The charges are not being made so that they can be 'answered'
and the 'truth®' brought out. They are being aired in the public
media for one reason onlys to prejudice. public opinion agginkt the
Temple, and to assasinate the character of Jim Jones. Merely to
air a false accusation prejudices the public ipse facto,  especially
if it is done with the stamp of truth and authenticity ('news') that
the media can bring to its 'official' portrayal of reality.




Actually, we are weary of being constantly placed in the position of
having to answer queétions as if we were guilty of crimes. The accused,
who has already been most unfairly and scurrilously portrayed in the
news media, is surrounded with an aura of guilt which is only
hei inten i en he i a i itio

‘defendeant’ d to 'vindicate' himgelf. He never
can come out winning in such a-situation, especially when his
*side' of the story is at the mercy of being mangled by the very
organs of populat taste that saw fit to print the original lies,
and even to invent them. How can there be any fairness in such

a situation? Though there is an appearance of equity, the deck
is stacked.

> o
=§E;§* The Temple and Jim Jones are guilty of nothings but to

“state this alone gives credence to the bogus issue of 'guilt’

—==. and 'innocence.® Note the devious mentality that engineers the

f—————f wifepdilemma. The asking of the question ostensibly provides the

whole charade. It is close to the "have you stopped beating your

= Yaccused’ thn w1th ‘the opportunity to *vindicate' himself from .
guilt for sawmeme’ he never Gugicikmd. Even the .answer "I never &

,,.iagzv' beat her ‘in the first place" does not erase the stigma that the

ver osing of the esthn esumes. 'ggﬁeone has made the accusation:

in the workd of the public media, that's tantamount to guilt. The

denials and apologies, as we have said, complete the illusion

of a legitimate process. Beyond that, the real guilty party

emerges: the media magicians and make-up artists who have flim-flammed the
entire thing, staging £t for the express purpose of selling newsprint.

We feel today that to try to expose this kind of thing is
perhaps fruitless. The heart of the problem is that the puble,
which has been nurtured on a diet of pulp, probably doesn't want
" anything else. It is almost a truism that the media's penchant for
senationalism has made the kind of smear campaign that has'beeh
mounted against us possible. But, as we have clarified in other
contexts, the truth goes deeper. The presumed credulity of the
public -~ programmed into us for the purpose of entertaining and
diverting us while we are being fleeced by the owning classes (in
whose interests Big Media works) is cynically manipulated so that
progressive organizations and humanitarian leaders who oppose those

vested interests can be pilloried and disgraced, and their effectivedpgss




We are now practically convinced that, for these reasons, the deeper
truth about Peoples Temple will never be allowed to get into print.

We wish to make it abundantly clear that we have never had ‘
any aversion to discussing our beliefs, or spiritual healing, or [ X
our work with extreme cases; with individuals who have been “¥;
*salvaged® largely because of ouv pastop's/patience and Willingness.
to work with people who, in many cases, nobody mk else was willing ¢
to take on, and get them out of desperate, dead-end situations in
life. In fact, we have talked about these issues for years. We have
sent out press notices, invited media to our church to let them
know about our work, not for publicity's sake, but so that perhaps
what we are doing could be a kind of ‘catalyst' for godd, an
encouragement to xme others. But there has been very little interest.
And we do not really wonder why. Artickes about crime prevention
and solutions to social problems sell fewer papers than lurid stories
about killers on the rampage, 'sex fiends' terrorizing co-eds,
or 'black rioters.' And the sensationalist press is to be blamed
for that, along with the dlet of sibilar stuff on television. Amxuakiyy .
wrxhaxaxLound xkh o, EXRBXRXELXS : gxamexize It is almost
as if the media wemkdxke needs to have klllers, rapists, rioters,
and gang wars aroundteo an rononu¢.¢44z1¢'
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2 We are,beginning to weary of questions asking “what rellglous
beliefs we represent” -- questions that carry with them % the pernicious

ingjuendo that we are familiar witg, hidden under the EEak cloak of an
innocent query imkmxmux, as if Peoples Temple's "religious beliefs"
were somehow so odd, so bizarre...so xnspnxtxxnx highly unorthodox
that they needed to be justified by some speclal explanation. Not only
that, but there xax is also a dlsturblng ring to the question that
there égx indeed be some religious beliefs that are unacceptable:

the question is loaded with the implications that if the religious
‘beliefs we have are somehow not 'proper' (compared to what?), we are
suséect. But the very fact that such a question is posed renders

us already‘suspect. There is innuendo in this question that appeals

to bigotry -- it is the kind of quesfion that is more proper to the
Inquisition or the Salem trials of the 17th century than what we might
expect of an nvironment that is supposed to foster freedom of thought

and religion. Such a question works to poison, to undermine that very
freedom,




We have never functioned 'behind closed doors.' On the
contrary, more people have attended services at Peoples Temple
than practically any church in California. Our churech is the
most open and accepting mfx imaginable, with a congregation of
peopie from every walk of iife, from all backgrounds, all

racés and colors, sharing the ideals of universal human.brotherpood,
equality ggngustice; and compassion...and who are willing to

work for hhe realization of those ideals in buman society. We

are a great extended family, and our emphasis is on what must

be dchieved in the *here and now' for the relief of human miéery
and suffering. We are not centered on the 'hereafter.’ We follow
the example of the original disciples of Christ, by living communally
and sharing. We are not comfortable with the term
‘religion.' IXX¥X The \r«mr(;“"7 Gaﬂf‘u}%r?) & abuses, stupidity, and
human folly and crime committed in its name that we are pledged

to combat angd overcome}zin that sense, though we are affiliated

and active within a national religious denomiﬁétion (the

Christian Church/Disciples of Christ), we are g'kind of 'gadfly’
Presence among churches because we point out that religion ix

has proven itself a force that¥has subverted human progress (to

4 great extentf)Evéh'the great teachers, thinkers, and social

3\, activists who have shared this view are often themselves made into

*founders®' of ‘religious systems' that wholly pervert the meaning and
example of their lives and convictions.

More could, and will be said. There is no escaping the fact
that in all of this, Jim Jones and Peoples Temple have been
grievously wronged. Several reporters, editors and news media
have 'played a shameful role in it, and we will continue to remind
the public of it until there are apolggies and restitution. XXXTKXX A
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Victims of the smear campaigns that have discredited Jim

Jones will also be taxpayers -- including readers of the articles
maligning us -- who were saved undoudbtedly hundreds of thousands
of ddllars that didn't have to be spent on the many hundreds of
prersons Peoples Temple rehabil%}ated from lives of crimq**d gs,
and socially deviant behavior. And what about those who wsé be
robbed, mugged, perhaps even killed by some desperate young person

vyt %need;%m i‘-;lple, or a Jim Jones to show some care for -
him, but who m find one, and so‘"@ down the well-trodden
pPath that tells the tragic tale of many of America's inner cities?

Is is possible that some of the blame mich ced on
the sensationalist press, glorifying violence, manufacturing
scandal in the _'mahlin_insm itz is supposed to represent?
Perhaps that's a question that those who have given themselves to
the media campaign to destroy one of the most promising organizations
in the United States, one which was providing some answers to

the problems thaB sell newspapers, might ask themselves.
V4
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