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" E x h i b i t " A "
a g r e e m e n t

Robert H. rabian, duly appointed Koeeiver of the
asaets of Peoples Tenple of the Disciples of Christ, and the
United States of America agree;

1. The United States and the ReceWer agree that it
^ as in their best interests to cooperate to repatriate to theUnited states, as promptly and as efficiently as possible.
Temple assets which may be located in foreign countries.,
pending a determination of rightful entitlement ihereto by
the courts of the United States.

2. The United States agrees "to use appropriate diplo
matic channels to assist itself and the Receiver in re- '
covering assets abroad,- however, this is not to be construed
as a binding obligation upon the Government to provide such
diplomat ic ass is tance.

3. The United States agrees to turn over to the
Receiver where permitted by law and not subject to assertion :
of privilege or attorney-wort product rule all information
in the possession of its attorneys regarding the location
and identity of Peoples Temple's assets in foreign countries.

«. I'he United States agrees to retain'and instruct
foreign counsel in Panama and Switzerland in an effort to
return to the United states any Temple assets which may be

. found in those countries. The United States agrees to
furnish the Receiver with information as to the progress of
Its efforts to recover such assets. The Receiver is not
abrogating his responsibilities in this effort, but recog
nizes that recovery will in all probability be expedited if
the Uni..,.. States completes the work- already begun in those
c o u n t r i e s .
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5. The proceeds of any recovery by the United States
of Peoples Teraple's assets in Panama and Switzerland will be
d i s p o s e d o f a s f o l l o v / s ;

a. Expenses incurred by the United States in

endeavoring to recover Temple assets will be submitted
to the Receiver who agrees to petition the Court for

authority to pay the bills as administrative expenses
out of assets recovered by the United States.

At any time at which the recovery does not exceed

the amount specified in (b), payment of these bills as

administrative expenses shall take precedence over

deposit of the money in the manner specified in (b).
b. -An amount equal to the claim of the United

States in the action filed in the United States Dis

trict Court for the North-rn District of California,
Civil Action No. 79-0126, will be deposited with that
Court under Rule 67, F.R.Civ.P. The part ies wi l l

endeavor to cause the funds to be invested in an int

erest-bearing investment. The parties hereto agree
jointly to petition the United States District Court
for leave to dsposit this amount with that Courf: sub

j e c t t o t h e t e r m s o f t h i s A g r e e m e n t .

c . A n y r e c o v e r y i n e x c e s s o f t h e a m o u n t s c o v e r e d

by (a) and (b) will be released to the Receiver for

disposition in the dissolution proceeding in the Cali
f o r n i a S t a t e C o u r t .

6 , T h e R e c e i v e r a g r e e s :

a. To move the Cali fornia State Court having

jurisdiction of the dissolution for an order finding,
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. SS191 and 192, tha t any lawfu l
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7 . T h e R e c e i v e r a g r e e s t o o b t a i n a n d f u r n i s h t h e

Un i ted S ta tes to the ex ten t he i s l ega l l y empowered to do so

a n y d o c u m e n t s , p o w e r s , r e l e a s e s o r o t h e r a u t h o r i z a t i o n s

which may be required in order to further recovery of Peoples

Temple assets in Panama and Switzerland and agrees whenever

n e c e s s a r y t o a p p l y t o t h e S t a t e C o u r t f o r a u t h o r i t y a n d
o r d e r s t o i m p l e m e n t t h i s p a r a g r a p h .

8 . N o t h i n g c o n t a i n e d h e r e i n s h o u l d b e c o n s t r u e d a s

r e q u i r i n g t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o c o n t i n u e t h e e f f o r t s d e s c r i b e d
■ i n p a r a g r a p h 3 o r 4 a f t e r s u c h t i m e a s i t h a s r e c o v e r e d t h e

a m o u n t s d e s c r i b e d i n p a r a g r a p h 5 o r d e t e r m i n e s t h a t f u r t h e r

e f f o r t s b y t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w o u l d n o t b e c o s t - e f f e c t i v e ,

p r o d u c t i v e a n d / o r f e a s i b l e , a t w h i c h t i m e t h e R e c e i v e r s h a l l

b e f r e e t o t a k e w h a t e v e r e f f o r t s a t r e c o v e r y h e c h o o s e s .

9 . I f s u m s a r e r e c o v e r e d b y t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s f r o m

a s s e t s o f t h e P e o p l e s Te m p l e l o c a t e d i n c o u n t r i e s o t h e r t h a n

Panama and Swi tzer land, the sums recovered wi l l be d isposed

o f i n the same manner app l i cab le to the p roceeds o f recovery

in Panama and Sw i t ze r l and spec i fied i n pa rag raph 5 , excep t

a s o t h e r w i s e p r o v i d e d h e r e i n .

1 0 . S o l o n g a s t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h a s n o t m a d e a d e t e r

m i n a t i o n u n d e r p a r a g r a p h 8 t o d i s c o n t i n u e r e c o v e r y e f f o r t s ,

t h e R e c e i v e r a g r e e s t o d o n o t h i n g i n d e r o g a t i o n o f t h e

U n i t e d S t a t e s ' a t t e m p t s t o r e c o v e r f u n d s f r o m P a n a m a a n d
I

S w i t z e r l a n d , i n c l u d i n g t h e fi l i n g o f a s e p a r a t e s u i t f o r

r e c o v e r y o f t h e a s s e t s i n t h o s e c o u n t r i e s . N o t h i n g i n t h i s

A g r e e m e n t s h a l l b e c o n s t r u e d t o p r e v e n t t h e R e c e i v e r f r o m

fi l i n g s u i t t o r e c o v e r P e o p l e s T e m p l e a s s e t s i n o t h e r

c o u n t r i e s .

1 1 . T h e t e r m s a n d c o n d i t i o n s o f t h i s A g r e e m e n t s h a l l

n o t e x t e n d t o a n y a c t i o n t a k e n b y t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a g a i n s t

t h e Te m p l e o r t h e R e c e i v e r i n G u y a n a a n d / o r i n o p i i o r . i t i o n t o
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the c la im asser ted by the government o f Guyana or o thers .
1

Howeve r, t o t he ex ten t t ha t t he Un i ted S ta tes succeeds i n
' effecting any recovery in Guyana, the United States agrees '

to reduce its total claim against the Temple proportionally.
The preceding sentence of this paragraph'shall not be con- (
strued as a waiver by the Receiver of any right to challenge |
the recovery mentioned in that sentence in a proper forum. i

12. In furtherance of this Agreement, the United ■ |
States agrees not to assert that its claims are entitled t{) \

. . i
p r i o r x t y o v e r n e c e s s a r y a n d r e a s o n a b l e c o s t s o f a d m i n i s

t ra t i on i ncu r red up to and inc lud ing December 31 , 1979 ,

e i ther upon such terns and condi t ions as may be agreed in

f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n s b e t w e e n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d t h e

R e c e i v e r o r a s a p p r o v e d b y t h e C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e C o u r t . T h e

p a r t i e s c o n t e m p l a t e f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n s x v i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e

r e l a t i v e p r i o r i t i e s a p p l i c a b l e t o t h e p e r i o d b e g i n n i n g

J a n u a r y 1 , 1 9 8 0 .

I t i s u n d e r s t o o d t h e R e c e i v e r d e n i e s t h a t t h e F e d e r a l

p r i o r i t y s t a t u t e , 3 1 U . S . C . § § 1 9 1 , 1 9 2 , g i v e s a d e b t o w e d

t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s p r e c e d e n c e o v e r t h e c o s t s o f a d m i n i s t r a -
%

t i o n .

1 3 . T h i s A g r e e m e n t i s n o t a n d s h a l l n o t b e c o n s t r u e d

a s a s u b m i s s i o n b y t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n o f

t h e S u p e r i o r C o u r t o f t h e S t a t e o f C a l i f o r n i a f o r t h e C i t y

a n d C o u n t y o f S a n F r a n c i s c o .

1 4 . T h i s A g r e e m e n t s h a l l b e c o n s t r u e d p u r s u a n t t o ' a n d

i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e l a w o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a .

1 5 . T h i s A g r e e m e n t s h a l l b e s u b m i t t e d b y t h e R e c e i v e r

t o t h e C o u r t w h i c h a p p o i n t e d h i m . I t s h a l l e n t e r i n t o f o r c e

i m m e d i a t e l y u p o n t h e R e c e i v e r ' s r e q u e s t f o r a n d r e c e i p t o f

t h a t C o u r t ' s a p p r o v a l f o r t h e R e c e i v e r t o e n t e r i n t o a n d b o

b o u n d b y t h i s A g r e e m e n t .
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I C . T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a s s e r t s t h a t t h e ' o r d e r o f t h e

C a l i f o r n i a S u p e r i o r C o u r t w h i c h p u r p o r t s t o s t a y p a r t o f t h e

suit brought by the United States, Civil Action No. 79-012C,

N o r t h e r n D i s t r i c t o f C a l i f o r n i a , i s i n e f f e c t i v e t o d o s o .

Never the less , w i thou t any ag reement concern ing whe the r tha t

o r d e r i s e f f e c t i v e t o d o s o , t h i s A g r e e m e n t s h a l l n o t b e

effective unti l such time as the California Superior Court

w h i c h a p p o i n t e d t h e R e c e i v e r e x p l i c i t l y v a c a t e s t h a t o r d e r.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have on April

13 , 1979, execu ted th is Agreement in two cop ies , o f wh ich

e a c h s i g n a t o r y h a s r e t a i n e d o n e .

R O B E R T H . F A B I A N
R e c e i v e r

U N I T E D S T A T E S o f A M E R I C A

S T U A R T E . S C K I F F E R '

D e p u t y A s s i s t a n t A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l
C i v i l D i v i s i o n
D e p a r t m e n t o f J u s t i c e




