
Sect ion 13

Letters to the President from,..

People who lost loved ones in Jonestown
13.1. Rev. John and Barbara Moore
13.2. Dr. Rebecca Moore
13.3. Robert B. Moore
13.4. Fielding McGehee III
13.5 . Lea Tow
13.6. Steven Katsaris
13.7. Marilyn Pursley
1 3 . 8 . E z r a S c h a c h t -
1 3 . 9 . Z o a n n a K i l l e -

These families have different beliefs about what happened in
Peoples Temple and the extent of personal responsibility.
Nonetheless, they all accept his penitence for his actions,
feel that Larry has paid his debt, and believe that no useful
purpose is served by keeping him imprisoned.



T h e H o n o r a b l e B i l l C l i n t o n
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s
1600 Pennsy l van ia Avenue , N .W.
Wa s h i n g t o n , D . C . 2 0 5 0 0

R e : L a u r e n c e J o h n L a y t o n
D e a r P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n :

We join with the family of Laurence John Layton, and a host of others, in
u r g i n g y o u t o e x e r c i s e y o u r c l e m e n c y a u t h o r i t y t o c o m m u t e L a r r y L a y t o n ' s
s e n t e n c e .

I n t h e l i g h t o f L a r r y ' s r o l e i n P e o p l e s Te m p l e , h i s t w o y e a r s i n t h e
Georgetown. Guyana ja i l and twe lve years in federa l p r ison. Judge Peckhara 's
sentenc ing recommendat ion, and Larry 's exemplary conduct whi le in pr ison, we
be l ieve tha t jus t i ce has been served . Fur ther incarcera t ion o f Lar ry w i l l de te r
no one from a similar act. Larry is more than ready to assume a productive role
i n s o c i e t y.

At John 's Stanford c lass reun ion in October, 1991 we ta lked wi th Judge
R o b e r t P e c k h a m a b o u t L a r r y. J u d g e P e c k h a m w a s c l e a r l y d i s t u r b e d t h a t h i s
sentencing recommendation had been ignored by the Parole Board. He assured us
that he had recent ly wr i t ten to the Board request ing that they reconsider the i r
decis ion. Sadly, Judge Peckham died suddenly three or four months la ter.

If all members of Peoples Temple who carried any community responsibility
had survived and had been tried, Larry would have been judged to be the least
among them. He bears responsib i l i ty for h is act ions, but not for the act ions of
Jim Jones and the others. Larry has been punished far beyond the recommendations
of the pre-sentencing officer, the judge, some of the jury members and even some
s u r v i v o r s .

It is painful for us to think about what was going on in the minds of our
children and friends and Larry during those fateful days in Jonestown, but we
know one thing for certain. Paranoia had been growing like a cancer in Jim Jones
and Peoples Temple throughout the ten years we knew Jim and the group. Jim was
always convinced that someone or some group was conspiring to destroy him and the
Temple . The i r i so la t ion in the jung le became an incuba to r fo r the des t ruc t ion
of others and themselves. There can be no understanding of Larry's actions that
day apart from Jim's megalomania and the community's paranoia.

We never bel ieved that Larry had any leadership role in Peoples Temple.
Larry and Carolyn, our o ldest daughter, were marr ied for two years in the late
Sixt ies. We saw Larry from t ime to t ime, including during our visi t to Jonestown
in Mary, 1978. John vis i ted him in the Georgetown Jai l in December, 1979. We
talked wi th h im at h is t r ia l and have corresponded ever s ince.

We knew Larry as a pleasant and quiet young man. During his student days
at the University of California at Davis he never exercised leadership. It was
clear from our conversations with Carolyn and Jim Jones that Larry held no
responsib le posi t ion in Peoples Temple.

Three of our family members died in Jonestown. From November 18, 1978, we
have looked upon Jonestown as a tragedy with many actors. The steps we took, and
the steps of others, were like streams converging into a raging river which led
to destruction. For eighteen years we have tried to bring whatever good we could
from the tragedy. We now appeal to you to grant clemency and to commute the
sentence of Laurence John Layton.

C o r d i a l l y y o u r ^ /

B a r b a r a C . M o o r ee ^ h n V M o o r e
1700 Astoria Street,DaY/s, CA 95616



8 January 1997

T h e H o n o r a b l e B i l l C l i n t o n
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s
T h e W h i t e H o u s e
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

D e a r P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n ;

I am writing in support of commuting the prison sentence of Larrv
L a y t o n t o t h e t i m e t h a t h e h a s s e r v e d .

Larry was married to my older sister Carolyn. They joined Peoples
Temple together and remained with it until the last day. Carolyn,her son Jim-Jon, and my younger sister Annie all died in
Jonestown, as did many of our friends and acquaintances.
I do not think that keeping Larry in prison serves the cause of
justice any longer. For one thing, he was not responsible for thedeaths which occurred in Jonestown. For another, he has served
more than enough time for the crimes of which he was convicted. He
has been forgiven by the two innocent people whom he injured. The
3udge in his case, and the federal probation officer, bothrecommended and expected Larry to be out of prison in five years.
That was in 1991, six years ago.

But Larry has been incarcerated for about 14 years over the past
18. Considering that he is a gentle person, not given to violence
either before or since the events of November 18, 1978, this
length of incarceration seems unduly harsh.
For these reasons, I urge you to commute his sentence. In this way
some of the wounds of Jonestown might finally be healed.

S i n c e r e l y,

/VL®Tfv-<
R e b e c c a M o o r e
Department of Philosophy and Religion
Universi ty of North Dakota
Grand Forks, North Dakota 58202



1 3 0 0 C o l l e g e A v e n u e
R e d l a n d s , C a . 9 2 3 7 4 - 3 8 0 9
J a n u a r y 2 1 , 1 9 9 7

P r e s i d e n t B i l l C l i n t o n
T h e W h i t e H o u s e
1600 Pennsy lvan ia Avenue, N .W.
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . 2 0 5 0 0

D e a r P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n :

I am writing to you on behalf of Larry Layton, who is a prisoner
at the Federal Correctional Institute at Lompoc, California. Larry
is in prison because of his involvement in the Jonestown, Guyana,
violence of November 18, 1978.

I am requesting executive clemency for Larry Layton.

My wife, Doris, and I were aunt and uncle to Carolyn and AnnieMoore who died at Jonestown, and grand-aunt and uncle to Carolyn's
young son, Jim Jon ("Kimo"). As you can imagine, our grief has been
g r e a t o v e r t h e s e u n s p e a k a b l e l o s s e s .

Because of Larry's involvement in the violence, I have felt that
Larry should be held accountable—which included prison time.

However, I have come to believe that no worthwhile purpose is tobe served by Larry's remaining in prison, and certainly not to his
p a r o l e d a t e o f 2 0 0 4 .

^ recently learned that the presiding and sentencing trial judge
(who died several years ago) felt that a five-year sentence would be
a p p r o p r i a t e . W e a r e f a r b e y o n d t h a t n o w.

I believe that the responsible authorities have never adequately
examined the record of Larry's involvement in this complex case. I
b e l i e v e i t i s t i m e t o d o s o .

I bq^eve that Larry's time in prison has served its purpose
that rehabilitation has taken place, and that upon his release, Larry
Layton will prove to be a constructive member of society.

I urge you to consider this case seriously and trust that you will
feel that executive clemency would be appropriate in the name of fairness
a n d j u s t i c e .

T h a n k y o u .

Sir^fierely^^;^ j

R c t e e r t B . M o o r e



503 Hamline St.
Grand Forks, ND 58203
7 0 1 / 7 4 6 - 0 2 9 8

January 10,1997

The Hon. Bill Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton;

I urge you to exercise your powers of executive clemency and commute the sentence of
Larry Layton to the time he has served in federal prison. By any measure of justice, in my
opinion, Larry has been punished more than enough for the crimes of which he was
c o n v i c t e d .

Larry has been in prison far longer than anyone who is familiar with his case intended him
to be. The two people whom Larry wounded at the Port Kaituma airstrip in November
1978 forgave him long ago, and urged leniency in his sentencing following his conviction
in 1986. Four members of the jury which convicted him wrote to the judge, also asking for
leniency. The judge who presided over both of Larry's trials gave him the mandatory
sentence, but recommended that he be released after five years - a time period which
lapsed in 1991, six years ago. Even the people who were directly affected by the events in
Jonestown and who once favored a long sentence now believe the time has come for his
re lease.

Indeed, I believe the only reason Larry is still in jail is that the Parole Board considered
only the crime for which he was convicted and did not take the time to read the voluminous
material submitted in support of his release.

There is one additional factor I'd like to ask you to consider before reaching your decision. I
remember vividly the only times I met my wife's former brother-in-law. Rebecca Moore
and I traveled to Guyana in the spring of 1979 - six months after Congressman Leo Ryan's
assassination and the deaths in Jonestown - to visit Larry in the Georgetown jail. The
conditions of his incarceration were appalling by American standards: the cells were filthy
and stifling, there was little to do either in terms of recreation or rehabilitation, and his
contacts with friends and family were extremely limited. Yet none of the official tallies of
Larry's time in prison include the two hardest years - those he spent in Guyana before his
acquittal there and his retum to the U.S.

Thank you for your consideration of my views in this matter.

Sincerely,

Fielding M. McGeftee III



F e b r u a r y 1 4 , 1 9 9 7

I R i i S I D b K T r / i : i I A L : J . C ] I I : T C I '
T H F m K I T E h o u s e
1600 I -ennsy lvar. ia Mae.
V. ashing ton DO I0500

D e a r S i r :

I am a still grieving mother '.vho lost her beautiful 3I year old dauf^hter
in the Jonestov/n massacre. She was the most precious "oerson in my Ijfo.
ohe was an idealist v/ho first . ioined ieoples Temple because she
v/anted to help oppressed people (remember the 60*s). She later became
dis(^lusioned and Vv-anted to leave, but by then it v/as too late. She was
married to larry layton (ordered by Jones), v:ho is now in a federal prison
f o r c o n s p i r a c y. T h i s i s s u c h a t r a v e s t y, t h a t 3 : s t i l l c a n ' t b e l i e v e i t
h a p p e n e d , x a r r y w a s a n o t h e r i d e a l i s t w h o s e i n t e n t i o n s v / e r e h o n o r a b l e
a n d fi l l e d w i t h l o v e f o r h i s f e l l o v v m a n . A l s o t h e g u i l t o f t h e a f fl u e n t
young white person for the blacH treatment. ?.y the t ime this massacre
tooAplace, Jim Jones v;as oaranoid - insane, byt these young people were
so thoroughly brainvv'ashed and under his control, that they would not
h a v e d a r e d t o d i s o b e ^ r h i s o r d e r s . J i m J o n e s r u l e d a . b s o l u t e . . / h a t h e s a i d
i s w h a t w a s d o n e , i a r r y i s t h e o n l y n e r s o n t o b e n u n i s h e d f o r t h e c r i m e s
Jim Jones ordered . l -pst of the others are dead. I feel that 3 arry has
s u f f e r e d e n o u g h d . H i s f a m - i l y h a s s u f f e r e d e n o u g h . H o t h i n e ^ c a n b e s e r v e d

b y k e e p i n g j a r r y l o c k e d u p . H e s h o u l d n e v e r h a v e b e e n c o n v i c t e d .
C n e p e r s o n a l o n e i s m o s t r e s n o n s i b l e f o r h i s c o n v i c t i o n . T h e i s J a c k i e

Dpeir, who was the aide to Hen. leo Ryan. The was responsible for br inging
i n a s l e w o f . i o u r n a l i s t s a n d t e l e v i s i o n r e p o r t e r s i n t o v / h a t s h e I - n e w t o b e
a h igh l y vo la t i l e s i t ua t i on . They were ce r ta in l y warned ho ' v dangerous
4 i m J o n e s w a s a t t h a t t i m e . r e r h s . p s p u b l i c i t y f o r 3 e p . " r . y a n w a s " h a t
c a u s e d J i m t o g o c o m p l e t e l y c r a z y. P i i s p a r a n o i a w a s c o n t a g i o u s a n d h i s
power abso lu te , i a r ry wa .s a v i c t im as - - ve i l as my daugh te r v. ' ho was bea ten
a n d i n j e c t e d w i t h p o i s o n . I b e s e e c h y o u i n y o u r d e m o c r a t i c c o m p a s s i o n
t o f ' e e t h i s m a n a t l a s t a n d l e t h i m l i y e w h a t i s l e f t o f h i s l i f e i n p e a c e .

1 a m s o r r y 1 a m n o t m o r e e l o q u e n t ( o r a b e t t e r t y p i s t ) b u t p l e a s e , i f i t
is in your power, release 3 arry 3. ay ton.

e a T o w

2 3 5 H e d b u d D r i v e
Parad ise Ca 959^9 916 -872 -824?



J a n u a r y 1 0 , 1 9 9 7

P r e s i d e n t B i l l C l i n t o n
T h e W h i t e H o u s e
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , 1 0 5 0 0

D e a r P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n :

I n e a r l y 1 9 7 8 I m a d e t w o u n s u c c e s s f u l t r i p s t o G u y a n a a t t e m p t i n g
t o e f f e c t t h e r e l e a s e o f m y d a u g h t e r M a r i a f r o m t h e P e o p l e s
Te m p l e c o m p o u n d i n t h a t c o u n t r y. B e c a u s e o f m y c o n c e r n f o r
he r l i f e and the oppos i t i on I encoun te red t r y ing to b r ing her
home, I became one of the organizers of the group of concerned
relatives that asked Congressman Leo Ryan to accompany us to
G u y a n a i n N o v e m b e r o f t h a t y e a r .

The Congressman's death at the Kaituma airstr ip and the tragic
e v e n t s t h a t e n s u e d a r e a s a d p a r t o f t h e h i s t o r y o f t h o s e t i m e s .
For me the tragedy was deeply personal. My daughter died along
with the others at the compound and my twenty-three year old
son An thony, who had gone w i th me to Guyana to he lp re lease
h i s s i s t e r , w a s s e r i o u s l y w o u n d e d a t t h e a i r s t r i p . H e s u r v i v e d
o n l y a f t e r b e i n g fl o w n t o o u r N a v a l B a s e a t R o o s e v e l t R o a d s
i n P u e r t o R i c o f o r e m e r g e n c y s u r g e r y.

I r e c o u n t t h e s e e v e n t s t o t e l l y o u o f m y o w n g r i e f a n d l o s s
w h i c h i s a s d e e p l y f e l t t o d a y a s i t w a s e i g h t e e n y e a r s a g o w h e n
i t a l l h a p p e n e d .

H o w e v e r , l i f e g o e s o n a s i t m u s t f o r e v e r y o n e w h o s u r v i v e d .
T h o u g h i t h a s b e e n d i f fi c u l t t o o v e r c o m e m y b i t t e r n e s s I h a v e
learned i t is better to forgive those who in any way might have
been responsible for Maria's death and Anthony's wounds.

I t i s not l igh t ly that I u rge you to show c lemency to Lar ry
L a y t o n . H e h a s s u f f e r e d e n o u g h a n d m o r e t h a n p a i d f o r h i s
ac t i ons . He , l i ke Mar i a , o r i g i na l l y became i nvo l ved w i t h Peop les
Te m p l e i n a b e l i e f t h a t t h e y w e r e h e l p i n g c r e a t e a b e t t e r
A m e r i c a . I t i s t i m e n o w f o r h i m t o g o h o m e . P l e a s e m a k e t h a t
p o s s i b l e ^ f o r y o u a r e t h e o n e n o w t h a t c a n h e l p u s a l l p u t c l o s u r e
o n t h i s i s s u e . I b e g y o u t o d o s o .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

S t e v e n A . K a t s a r i s
4 9 3 L i t t l e B e a v e r C r e e k
T r o u t C r e e k , M o n t a n a 5 9 8 7 4

4 0 6 8 2 7 - 4 0 2 8



January 23, 1997

P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n
T h e W h i t e H o u s e
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 10500

D e a r P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n :

I am writing this letter on behalf of Larry Layton.

I lost two daughters and my only two grandchildren at Jonestown in 1978. I
believe that Larry was caught up in the evil manipulations of Jim Jones, and was
as much a victim as my children were.

I know Larry Layton to be a gentle and caring person. Because of the circum
stances and the many years Larry has spent in prison, I urge you to exercise your
powers of executive clemency on his behalf.

Respectfully submitted.

Marilyn Pursley

5 5 5 P i e r c e S t r e e t # 7 0 3
Albany, California 94706



M y d e a r P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n ,

Your love of govern ing, and of the Amer ican People co l lec t ive ly,
cont inues to sh ine in your speeches and leg is la t ion.

As the New York Times writer said, as though in wonderment,
" C l i n t o n h a s r u n a n d w o n , b u t c o n t i n u e s t o r u n . "

May I ask you to g ive considerat ion to th is request for
President ial pardon from pr ison for Larry Layton, a member of the
Jones town commune in Guyana , who was i nvo l ved i n the v io lence a t
the Por t Ka i tuma a i rpo r t , bu t who d id no t k i l l o r se r ious ly hu r t
a n y o n e .

Unfor tunate ly, the te r r ib le t ragedy a t Jonestown, in wh ich many
of us lost fami ly members, caused al l of us to lose s ight of the
g r e a t s o c i a l e x p e r i m e n t t h a t P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e a n d J o n e s t o w n
r e p r e s e n t e d .

People's Temple still has a lesson to teach the United Sta^tes, as
you lead us toward a revi ta l ized program to replace the
i n a d e q u a c i e s o f w e l f a r e t o d a y.

L a r r y L a y t o n h a s h a d m a n y y e a r s i n p r i s o n t o t h i n k a b o u t t h e s e
p r o b l e m s , a n d I k n o w, i f p a r d o n e d , c o u l d p l a y a c o n s t r u c t i v e
ro l e , as a sens i t i ve and resou rce fu l c i t i zen , i n imp rov ing
c o n d i t i o n s f o r h i s f e l l o w A m e r i c a n s .

K e e p o n r u n n i n g , M r . P r e s i d e n t ,

E z r a L . S c h a c h t , P . E .
2 A F e b r u a r y 1 9 9 7

1 6 2 0 W e s t M a i n S t r e e t
H o u s t o n , T e x a s 7 7 0 0 6

T e l e p h o n e : 7 1 3 - 5 2 3 - 0 5 1 5
F a x : 7 1 3 - 5 2 3 - 0 5 3 0
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