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Section 13

Letters to the President from...

People who lost loved ones in Jonestown
13.1. Rev. John and Barbara Moore

13.2. Dr. Rebecca Moore

13.3. Robert B. Moore

13.4. Fielding McGehee III

13.5. Lea Tow

13.6. Steven Katsaris -

13.7. Marilyn Pursley

13.8. Ezra Schacht

13.9. Zoanna Kille

These families have different beliefs about what happened in
Peoples Temple and the extent of personal responsibility.
Nonetheless, they all accept his penitence for his actions,
feel that Larry has paid his debt, and believe that no useful
purpose is served by keeping him imprisoned.



The Honorable Bill Clinton
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
washington, D.C. 20500

Re: Laurence John Layton
Dear President Clinton:

We join with the family of Laurence John Layton, and a host of others, in
urging you to exercise your clemency authority to commute Larry Layton’s
sentence.

In the light of Larry’s role in Peoples Temple, his two years in the
Georgetown, Guyana jail and twelve years in federal prison, Judge Peckham’s
sentencing recommendation. and Larry’s exemplary conduct while in prison, we
believe that justice has been served. Further incarceration of Larry will deter
no one from a similar act. Larry is more than ready to assume a productive role
in society.

At John's Stanford class reunion in October, 1991 we talked with Judge
Robert Peckham about Larry. Judge Peckham was clearly disturbed that his
sentencing recommendation had been ignored by the Parole Board. He assured us
that he had recently written to the Board requesting that they reconsider their
decision. Sadly, Judge Peckham died suddenly three or four months later.

If all members of Peoples Temple who carried any community responsibility
had survived and had been tried. Larry would have been judged to be the least
among them. He bears responsibility for his actions, but not for the actions of
Jim Jones and the others. Larry has been punished far beyond the recommendations
of the pre-sentencing officer., the judge, some of the jury members and even some
SuUrvivors.

It is painful for us to think about what was going on in the minds of our
children and friends and Larry during those fateful days in Jonestown., but we
know one thing for certain. Paranoia had been growing like a cancer in Jim Jones
and Peoples Temple throughout the ten years we knew Jim and the group. Jim was
always convinced that someone or some group was conspiring to destroy him and the
Temple. Their isolation in the jungle became an incubator for the destruction
of others and themselves. There can be no understanding of Larry’s actions that
day apart from Jim’s megalomania and the community’s paranoia.

We never believed that Larry had any leadership role in Peoples Temple.
Larry and Carolyn, our oldest daughter, were married for two years in the late
Sixties. We saw Larry from time to time, including during our visit to Jonestown
in Mary, 1978. John visited him in the Georgetown Jail in December, 1979. We
talked with him at his trial and have corresponded ever since.

We knew Larry as a pleasant and quiet young man. During his student days
at the University of California at Davis he never exercised leadership. It was
clear from our conversations with Carolyn and Jim Jones that Larry held no
responsible position in Peoples Temple.

Three of our family members died in Jonestown. From November 18, 1978, we
have looked upon Jonestown as a tragedy with many actors. The steps we took, and
the steps of others, were like streams converging into a raging river which led
to destruction. For eighteen years we have tried to bring whatever good we could
from the tragedy. We now appeal to you to grant clemency and to commute the
sentence of Laurence John Layton.

Cordially yours

TS asnlueie G %ﬂ ) Ji72<_

Barbara C. Moore hn V Moore
1700 Astoria Street,Davis, CA 95616



8 January 1997

The Honorable Bill Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

I am writing in support of commuting the prison sentence of Larry
Layton to the time that he has served.

Larry was married to my older sister Carolyn. They joined Peoples
Temple together and remained with it until the last day. Carolyn,
her son Jim-Jon, and my younger sister Annie all died in
Jonestown, as did many of our friends and acquaintances.

I do not think that keeping Larry in pPrison serves the cause of
justice any longer. For one thing, he was not responsible for the
deaths which occurred in Jonestown. For another, he has served
more than enough time for the crimes of which he was convicted. He
has been forgiven by the two innocent people whom he injured. The
judge in his case, and the federal probation officer, both
recommended and expected Larry to be out of prison in five years.
That was in 1991, six years ago.

But Larry has been incarcerated for about 14 years over the past
18. Considering that he is a gentle person, not given to violence
either before or since the events of November 18, 1978, this
length of incarceration seems unduly harsh.

For these reasons, I urge you to commute his sentence. In this way
some of the wounds of Jonestown might finally be healed.

Sincerely,

Rehrecen /M~

Rebecca Moore

Department of Philosophy and Religion
University of North Dakota

Grand Forks, North Dakota 58202



1300 College Avenue
Redlands, Ca. 92374-3809
January 27, 1997

President Bill Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

I am writing to you on behalf of Larry Layton, who is a prisoner
at the Federal Correctional Institute at Lompoc, California. Larry
is in prison because of his involvement in the Jonestown, Guyana,
violence of November 18, 1978.

I am requesting executive clemency for Larry Layton.

My wife, Doris, and I were aunt and uncle to Carolyn and Annie
Moore who died at Jonestown, and grand-aunt and uncle to Carolyn's
young son, Jim Jon ("Kimo"). As you can imagine, our grief has been
great over these unspeakable losses.

Because of Larry's involvement in the violence, I have felt that
Larry should be held accountable--which included prison time.

However, I have come to believe that no worthwhile purpose is to
be served by Larry's remaining in prison, and certainly not to his
parole date of 2004.

I recently learned that the presiding and sentencing trial judge
(who died several years ago) felt that a five-year sentence would be
appropriate. We are far beyond that now.

I believe that the responsible authorities have never édequately
examined the record of Larry's involvement in this complex case. I
believe it is time to do so.

I befieve that Larry's time in prison has served its purpose--
that rehabilitation has taken place, and that upon his release, Larry
Layton will prove to be a constructive member of society.

I urge you to consider this case seriously and trust that you will
feel that executive clemency would be appropriate in the name of fairness
and justice.

Thank you.

Tk e

RObert B. Moore



503 Hamline St.
Grand Forks, ND 58203
701/746-0298

January 10, 1997

The Hon. Bill Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.-W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton;

T'urge you to exercise your powers of executive clemency and commute the sentence of
Larry Layton to the time he has served in federal prison. By any measure of justice, in my
opinion, Larry has been punished more than enough for the crimes of which he was
convicted.

Larry has been in prison far longer than anyone who is familiar with his case intended him
to be. The two people whom Larry wounded at the Port Kaituma airstrip in November
1978 forgave him long ago, and urged leniency in his sentencing following his conviction
in 1986. Four members of the jury which convicted him wrote to the judge, also asking for
leniency. The judge who presided over both of Larry's trials gave him the mandatory
sentence, but recommended that he be released after five years — a time period which
lapsed in 1991, six years ago. Even the people who were directly affected by the events in
Jonestown and who once favored a long sentence now believe the time has come for his
release.

Indeed, I believe the only reason Larry is still in jail is that the Parole Board considered
only the crime for which he was convicted and did not take the time to read the voluminous
material submitted in support of his release.

There is one additional factor I'd like to ask you to consider before reaching your decision. I
remember vividly the only times I met my wife's former brother-in-law. Rebecca Moore
and I traveled to Guyana in the spring of 1979 — six months after Congressman Leo Ryan's
assassination and the deaths in Jonestown — to visit Larry in the Georgetown jail. The
conditions of his incarceration were appalling by American standards: the cells were filthy
and stifling, there was little to do either in terms of recreation or rehabilitation, and his
contacts with friends and family were extremely limited. Yet none of the official tallies of
Larry's time in prison include the two hardest years — those he spent in Guyana before his
acquittal there and his return to the U.S.

Thank you for your consideration of my views in this matter.




Feboruary 14, 1997

RESIDINY WIZIIALN J. CLIETCH
Ht JHITE HOUSE

0 rennsyvlvaria Xme.
hington DC 10500

Lear Cir:

1 am a still grieving mother who lost her beautiful 31 year old daughter
in the Jonestown massacre. ¢he was the most precious verson in my lifc.
bhe was an idealist who first joined reoples Temple because she

wanted to help ovpressed people (remember the 60's). Zhe later became
disdlusioned and wanted to leave, but by then it was too lase. She was

married to Larry iayton (ordered by Jones), who is now in a federal Trison
for conspirscy. This is such z travesty, thet I still can't helieve it
happened. rarry was another idealist whose intentions were honorabhle
anc fillec¢ vith love for his fellow man.Also the guilt of the affluent
young white person for the black treatment. 3y the time this massacre
tookplace, Jim Jones was Daranoid - insane, byt these young people were
so0 thoroughly breinweshed and under his control, that they would not
have cdared to disobey his orders. Jim Jones ruled absolute. .that he said
is whet was done. l1arry is the onlv nercon to be punished for the crimes
cim lones ordered. iost of the others are dead. I feel that  arrv has
suffered enoughé. His family has suffered enough. Ilothing can he served
by keeping :earry locked un. He should never have been convicted .
Cne vperson alone is most resmonsihle for his conviction. She is Jackie
“peir, who vas the aide to hen. 1eo Xyan. Che wvas rescvonsihle for bringins
in a glew of journalists and television reporters into what she :new to he
a highly volatile situation. They wvere certainly warned how dangerous
Jim Jones was at that time. Ierhaps publicity for “ep. tyan was hat
czused c¢im to go completely crazy. His paranoia was contagious and his
power absolute. Iarry was 2z victim as well ag my daughter who was bhezten
and injected with poisdpn. 1 beseech you in vour democratic compassion
to fee this men at last and let him live what is left of his life in peace.
i am sorry 1 am not more eloquent (or a better typist) but please, if it
is in your power, release }arry iayton.
. 0

7 sy e

incerely
i1ea Tow

235 kedbud vrive
Ieradise Ca 959€9 016-872-8247



January 10, 1997

President Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 10500

Dear President Clinton:

In early 1978 I made two unsuccessful trips to Guyana attempting
to effect the release of my daughter Maria from the Peoples
Temple compound in that country. Because of my concern for

her life and the opposition I encountered trying to bring her
home, I became one of the organizers of the group of concerned
relatives that asked Congressman Leo Ryan to accompany us to
Guyana in November of that year.

The Congressman's death at the Kaituma airstrip and the tragic
events that ensued are a sad part of the history of those times.
For me the tragedy was deeply personal. My daughter died along
with the others at the compound and my twenty-three year old
son Anthony, who had gone with me to Guyana to help release

his sister, was seriously wounded at the airstrip. He survived
only after being flown to our Naval Base at Roosevelt Roads

in Puerto Rico for emergency surgery.

I recount these events to tell you of my own grief and loss
which is as deeply felt today as it was eighteen years ago when
it all happened.

However, life goes on as it must for everyone who survived.
Though it has been difficult to overcome my bitterness I have
learned it is better to forgive those who in any way might have
been responsible for Maria's death and Anthony's wounds.

It is not lightly that I urge you to show clemency to Larry
Layton. He has suffered enough and more than paid for his
actions. He, like Maria, originally became involved with Peoples
Temple in a belief that they were helping create a better
America. It is time now for him to go home. Please make that
possible, for you are the one now that can help us all put closure
on this issue. I beg you to do so.

Respectfully,

Stemon A . Kabsgres

Steven A. Katsaris
493 Little Beaver Creek
Trout Creek, Montana 59874

406 827-4028



January 23, 1997

President Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 10500

Dear President Clinton:

I am writing this letter on behalf of Larry Layton.

| lost two daughters and my only two grandchildren at Jonestown in 1978. |
believe that Larry was caught up in the evil manipulations of Jim Jones, and was
as much a victim as my children were.

I know Larry Layton to be a gentle and caring person. Because of the circum-
stances and the many years Larry has spent in prison, | urge you to exercise your
powers of executive clemency on his behalf.

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Pursley

555 Pierce Street #703
Albany, California 94706



My dear President Clinton,

Your love of governing, and of the American People collectively,
continues to shine in your speeches and legislation.

As the New York Times writer said, as though in wonderment,
"Clinton has run and won, but continues to run."

May I ask you to give consideration to this request for
Presidential pardon from prison for Larry Layton, a member of the
Jonestown commune in Guyana, who was involved in the violence at
the Port Kaituma airport, but who did not kill or seriously hurt
anyone.

Unfortunately, the terrible tragedy at Jonestown, in which many
of us lost family members, caused all of us to lose sight of the
great social experiment that People's Temple and Jonestown
represented.

People's Temple still has a lesson to teach the United States, as
you lead us toward a revitalized program to replace the
inadequacies of welfare today.

Larry Layton has had many years in prison to think about these
problems, and I know, if pardoned, could play a constructive
role, as a sensitive and resourceful citizen, in improving
conditions for his fellow Americans.

Keep on running, Mr. President,

T Ao A

Ezra L. Schacht, P.E.

24 February 1997
1620 West Main Street
Houston, Texas 77006

Telephone: 713-523-0515
Fax: 713-523-0530



PRES jpe pT  CLINTON N - v,
THE wH/TE HOUSL L reE.N.W.

/é& 2 D PE‘/(/NJ"UL'_I/K’/V/A_
WAS & 1/0eTasr MDC /0500

M RR PRES ) DEAT CL/A//_()/V)

JVE Wk (TTEN TO CHELSE @ Turp R /NG HER For
SHARING BoT7TH 0F YoU wHEL oo THKIED 7O CHRILEE
THE MmEPLIC R L SPsTE /",'/"SU/"PO,Q?‘//U@ MpeS, CL/ AT
Wl SHE WHS BPEING RID)CULED FOR SPER & /NG
7o NEw ASE T PERSINS  ADUISING YoU T O NOT &0
Lo THRT WESAT IVE /&ono/sa T RFE MoCc/ wokvlL D
NOT ST/RKR To Yovk FEET AAD I PLERSED T &
SRy T NEVER HEARD FTov BEING NVESAT | VE ONCE
DU/ pg 7T HE U HOLE CAMPRIG// . AND DODUBL Y
PLEASED THRT ToU WEFe /e.e-[-_'z.ec‘./‘e,z?_,{?

WOW T 'pt ASK NG YOU For PREcIDENT IRL
Ch\EMENC Y PLD T HE RELERSE OF LARAY LAYTON
RO THE FEDEK at EORARELCYT o i/ mpre [A/ST /7 o 7C
IN C ol

T REALIZE THERE |s g STRONGECGET JOUGH "
RT7/7 ULE RBPUT PRISOAE RS JND MORE CONCERN
oK T NE VICT/IMS 0F CAIME RARAD LEPERT OFFEND-
ERS BYT I TRULY Po BELIEVE LARRY LAPToN /5
Vo7 R THRERT To So</ET7 S, HIS ]§ & WHOLE DIFFce-
ST CIRC UM STRAIUCE ,

MY FORMER NWUSE AXVD WAS /AN PEOP LES JTEMmpPpLE
RArD T oF v mr S CHILORE N Wé')eé) 700} For seven
YEARS RAND THEY WEAT (N FOR THE SAME ALTR U—
’/S‘_Z'/C RERFS OoAMNS LARARRY D/D WE WELE RLWAYS
A 7’;21//\/5 IN THE clvic RIGHTS mode mEAT . Mé',e//

MY NosRperd) WEALT TO SELMA RLABAMR T O MERC 4
WI?T /o MNMART )N LUTHER K/vs, WE sp60 oV R
HOME T O R BLACK FLAMI LY /A P WHITE NEIGHES/

a



AN OD  JoCcAL LY WE EXNCOURAGED JFLACK S#ND
WH/T& CHORCHES T & EXCHANMNGE M, [STEAS
AArO TS WERSEHIP wiTy EACky—o07 HERS CoNnGELE-
53/77/47%/52576, S/ivee THE SD’s F¢0's )T 1S HERD
7o TE& zié. IF pmUCH PROGCRESS HNHAS BEEA MmADE N
THE ypiTED sTRTES Y
MERT WARAS S0 /[MPRESSED T Y THE Wﬁ/@/'/lj(ﬁ/?//uél—

CROSS-CULTURRL AT mos PAFERE HE Axvd WIS SECONMND
W/(FE CBSERVED WHEN THEY VISITED THE PeoPLeS
TEMFLE (0 1F7¢ I4LCGF THAT HE GU T N/Is To8 wiT 4
S7enwd ARD 0/ CAFTER 2.0 PERRS, RND THE ¥ WERE
IMMED (RTE LY |mmeRsed J/N RLL THE QCTIVITIES
Ad THE TEMPLE WHEN THEY moved 70 (//(’/,4‘1‘/;,
Crilf, 88D FEDWOOD URLLEY creiF. IT'S 4 LoN&
ST OLY onDdD S/Mm)l AR T O Lﬂ/ﬂ&gz‘)léjﬁclf JHE Y
DIPNMNT GO To GUYANA AMD TAEY WERE NOT
FORCE D T2 LISTELN To T/ ToO~rESsS LY HoUr
LoV D SPEANE R ARM BLENGS, AS HE BECAmME
MORE PNYSICRALLY S EMmoT /oM ALY /JLL,
ANMND T HE PEOFPLE /N BUYANARA WERE 5 p
[SOL ATED ANAMND CoNTROL z.s,D} JT 1S HRrReD
70 IMARSINEG ANY OF THEM ESCAPED ,BUT £ FEW
D/D,AMoIG TAEM LARKY'S 5/575@ DEB B /E |

Vou SHOUVLD NEAR HER sTOorR Y 50/1457‘//2/6
’_\Sﬂe TRIED To GET PEOPLE 70 BeLIE vE
- JE TE/E’.RO/Q/OPP/QESS /O N, PRACT ICE S o F
NARSS SUIC [ DES THAT we RE GOo/AvG ON /N
GUYANA 8(/7 WHNS COUVLD Poss/py Becieve
SucC 4 ALE BEFORE | T BECAMERNEARLITY

4



o~ HOW LARRY LAYTON HAS WeNnNDLED HIS LIFE
SINCE THRT TERR IBLE Dry Aapd HIS YEARS N
PRISON |S TUST £ SMALL JNDICRTION CF Ho W

PRoDuUCTIVE HE WoU LD j3E OUT /N Soc/ET Y AS
A FREE MRAN,

L A CoNVINCED T HE WHOLE NHOKRDAE OF
TIM T ONES mMARODUNESS WRS NEAPED o N LARFRS
LAYToMS WEAD BECALSE WE ps R Soc,g T F
COVLLO NMOT7T PUXNISH T/ p TOINES,

FROm py EXPERIENCES RS L PRRENT o F
FoORMER TEMPLE //BF:'/‘/."BE'QS/ PRA D JTHE) R
P/FFIcv LT 7/mE RECOVERING FRO M THE
RROGRAM m e oF JToMEs CUL 7, (Rrnvp THEF
. OT o UT BEFORE THE GUYANA MoVE A D .
mAD NC—SS) L R IMPRESSED BY mY CA’/LD/FE‘/V'(
S7RENNGT H OF CHARACTER RAD THE CLODSE LKAUD
BEAUVTIFUEL FAMIL T WE HrVE Becon’z

LWV SORE ¢«rRRRY 'S FemiLy /s EQUALLY
CLos&E RAMD SUPFz)/&//u(_—‘ AAD NE WoU LD
WEVER BE A THRERT 7S SoCc 1T Y

PLEASE CornsSIDER HIS clhcuvm s Tmrces
CRAREFULLY pPAD GCGRANMNT N/m A PARDD /U ,

:;//ucE/eg/_'V jw’
z ornn 4 K/LLt:m’d 3j//f
205 E.R/ICHAMmON D ﬂUc. 7 ;’f:
Pos/mMT 1R (1 C WMo 0 crllF 9982/
PHNIAE /0 -RI3&—/75¢



4.

P S. 04 A& MmO RE PERSOAMARL MNOTE

/1= AARD T )rmes EI7 /S KLl FOJ oK
MANRE o J ST/QONG-Q/Q_ Yod 3 musrsr Be
Be Co a7 //VG-“/»’E/QCUA-E,«QA/// 14

;&//&%

774/5 J-‘/ C‘,é /N 50/,4/ OFM/ﬁ/PV)))( 7/8/(4’[-5‘
/N NIPES o F WIS RELERSE, FVEN o 0F sHe

VYRORS DIO 4 AFSEAK/NMNE For LENVJENMNC V.,

PRLS CouvilT THN/S AS SLETTERS SBECHUSE
L KXo w My EX—HNOSTALD AD N}/s W/~ =
Wov e BE WR)T /e T o You ASS .

I AESY WERE BOT L MU IDERED EXECUTZIA
STYLE /N FEROF]FFO AFTENR RECe ! U/ NG
MANY DERT A TAHRE #Ts FrRo-2 PR AY 0T HENA
CUvLT & BECAUSE THEY HAD GONE ON AN,
RADLIQ TLRLAK SHOw S 7O T LY 70 aLERT
PEQPLE THeT TUST BECAUSE TorSs wWAS
DERD pDI/ONTMEAN THE O7THER COLT S
%&ﬁﬁ woT ST /LL QUT THERE BUT THEY
P OO T US T BECOME LESS FLAMB) YR AT
AMORE SUBT L€’7 AiD HeD [.E;O/EUEJB FRo m JONES

NISTRKE S f Al



o~ b g
WIS IS o E and Y HERCULERANT ST/DS.
1/
PLEASE Do A7 427 Fre'SP/r D2€72/S
Corp VI NMNEE FO O Foo CAnvT ARARFFOARD T o SHO W

PNEMENMCY a5 PART 0F poup LEGARCY T'VE

SEEN Pouv €0 ACA/NET THNE FlLow BEFORE
WHEN WHAT'S prewT s varopUL AR ANLD THIS

MAY BE oNME cF 7XH0S5S€ T/me S .

//"//A\/\/KS AECARIN)

ae KL,
W



