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D e c e m b e r 9 , 1 9 8 6

, H o n o r a b l e - R o b e r t ; P. , P e c k h a n
Courthouse . i

: ^50 Golden Gate Avenue
San Pranbisco, CA 9^102

J Dear Judge Peckhjain,
■ ' ■ i ' ■ ! : ; i ' • ■ j■ I'm writing to plea for llenancy in sentencing Larry Dayton• I I

; feel gjailty v|erdict v/as legally correct^ but! In ho. morally >
Just, AS; a nemfcier of the Jury panel, it was ny-Job totluciie thelevinence not; question the law Itself. iSut during: the-process 1

;1 was haunted by; the, larger moral questloni was Larry liytori- fully
{ r e s p o n s i b l e f o r M s a c t i o n s . M y f e l l o w J u r o r s c o i i v i n e S I n e h i s i

:• fixate of mind, T^hether he was brainwashed,'coerced-or n^essured jIn any other, wayi, .was not evidence in the case, i '»7e did j not know ; j
. :. the legal; definitions of brainwashed and therefore had inO- friamework ' {

.to test the evldfence. That left ne v/lth no other, choii i than toconvict :Larry Lgyton* But in my mind he IS no different, than any • ; -j.. ether victim of ;Jim Jones. I can not separate hln; frcit! those .who
.were found dead'Iri .the Jungle^ The. vast" numbers of thOSe^ Who died 1
. are tes.tlmqny toj the extroardlnary power of that evli;aianfc Larry . ; j• Layton. lSi one of his victims. I feel as though'I convicted a child. !• someone who did inot have the capacity to question his .a^thoritv, i
^e abi l i ty to Reason r ight from wrong wa8,str lpt)ed awdy long aso. ' 1:This Is .not a man who belongs in Jail. Heils nbt a thrlbat to I
•anyone and J beMeve. he has already been pUnlshed and .will .forever 1oe haunted by hJjs past, whether he sits IniJalli or Is allowed to ^
heal by bjecomlns a contributing member of society. ■ •

i
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2321 EL CAMIHO REAL • SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 9̂  • RHONE (415) S74-WS0
! i ! '

I J a n u a ^ 1 0 , 1 9 8 7

■D e a r , ; S i r ; ■ . i '
This letter is in regerds to the trial and sentencing of MrL LawrencejJohn

Laytorn. H7 nanffi is Johaone Germain, and Z am a member of the jury panel that;
c o n v i c t e d M r . L a y t o n o f C r i m e a c h a r g e d .

1 ;feel that it is my moral reaponsablltiy and Z am pefaonaljLy compolljed; to
vrite this letter regarding my strong thoughts and feelings about Mr. Lsiytons
sentenciog. Altought we the jnry did find Mr. Layton guilty ofj the crimeje charged,
we did discuss , the fact ihat Mr. Layton did play a very small part in tiie con'*
rspiricy. Many of-the jurors, including myself, did discuss the' fact tha^ heshould be punished. But \^e did not feel that he should be punished' seveziely.

Although the diefease could not plead insanity, we do feel that the cijrcuith
s tances were a lmos t unbearab le . I know tha t I can on l y speak fo r myse l f . ; Bu t .
hopefully others that feU the same as I will also speak up.

1 feel that Mr. Layton has already paid and suffered a great deal, and will
continue to pay carrying; this: tradgic nightmare with him the riest of his life.
I certainly do not belieye that he is a threat to society. My y.erdict as guilt
only comes with a feeling of justice if the sentence givin is minimal, i hope
that you will consider my verdict as a whole including this letter.

This trial hai been a:great learning experience for me. It was not ad easy
accomplishment for twelve jurors to come to one verdict. It was a pleasure, to
serve my civic duty for you, and I sincerely thank you for taking the time to
r e a d t h i s l e t t e r :

S i n c e r e l y ,



f 1RR-29 -1997 16 :41 FROM MAILBOXES ETC. T O 1 5 1 0 6 5 8 2 6 3 8 P . 0 2

/ - S v

. i . A r f V J ; • , , f ^ ; ' . . j y,
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J O K A M M E G E R M A I N
2 2 8 3 S o u t h E l C a m l n o R e a l

S a n M a t e o , C a l i f o r n i a 9 4 4 0 3

M a y 3 0 , 1 9 9 1

C o m m i s s i o n e r
U . S . P a r o l e C o m m i s s i o n
1 3 0 1 S h o r e w a y R o a d , F o u r t h F l o o r
B e l m o n t , C a l i f o r n i a 9 4 0 0 2

R e : L a u r e n c e ( " L a r r y " ) L a y t o n
U p c o m i n g P a r o l e H e a r i n g

D e a r C o m m i s s i o n e r :

Please allow me to introduce myself: I am Johanne Germain,
and I am one o f the twe lve ju ro rs in the re - t r ia l o f Lar ry Lay ton
who voted for his conviction. I do not know Mr. Layton beyond
w h a t I h e a r d o f h i m , a n d s a w o f h i s a c t i o n s a n d r e a c t i o n s i n
court , dur ing his t r ia l , fo l lowing which, af ter consider ing the
very distressing circumstances of this case, we found Mr. Layton
guilty as charged. I have just learned that Mr. Layton has
applied for parole and that his parole hearing will be held soon.
I hope you wil l consider this letter during your deliberations.

At the time of Mr. Layton's sentencing, I wrote Judge
Peckham, the trial judge, to express my concerns about this case.In the event that you do not have that letter before you, I
indicated that I had strong thoughts and feelings about Mr.
Layton's sentencing and the punishment he would suffer. I
continue to hold these strong feelings.

Although we, the jury, did reach a verdict of "guilty" on
the charges against Mr. Layton, and did feel that he should be
punished, we did not feel that he should be punished severely.The basis for our feeling was that we felt that Mr. Layton had
played only a very small part in the conspiracy.

Through the evidence and testimony presented by the
prosecution, we also learned of the appalling and almostinconceivable circumstances endured by Mr. Layton and other
members of the Peoples Temple in Jonestown, and before. Being
involved in a situation like what they were in understandably
created a environment where almost anyone, any of us, would have
given in. Jonestown was another world, a nightmare. The
brainwashing and total subjugation and enslavement of these
peop le and pa r t i cu la r l y Mr. Lay ton , to the con t ro l and
manipulations of the Reverend Jim Jones was obvious.



P a g e 2

A l though the defense d id not p lead insan i ty, we d id fee l
that the circumstances in which Mr. Layton l ived and which led up
to the offenses he was charged with, were almost unbearable. I ,
a long wi th severa l o f the other jurors wi th whom I d id d iscuss
this, did not believe that Mr. Layton would have participated,
even in a very smal l way, i f he had been in re lat ively normal
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , o r n o t u n d e r R e v . J o n e s ' s t o t a l c o n t r o l .

A l o n g w i t h t h e o t h e r j u r o r s , I d i d f e e l t h a t , a t t h e t i m e o f
the t r ia l in 1986, Mr. Layton had a l ready pa id and suffered a
grea t dea l . We a lso fe l t tha t he w i l l con t inue to pay by car ry ing
the nightmare of Jonestown and al l that Rev. Jones did to him,
f o r t h e r e s t o f h i s l i f e .

I cont inue to feel what I expressed to Judge Peckham. I feel
that the pr ison t ime Mr. Layton has served, which is about 7
years al together now, is more than enough to punish him for his
minimal role in what happened in Jonestown and at Port Kaituma.
As I mentioned to Judge Peckham, my verdict of guilt only came
with a feeling of justice if the sentence given was minimal. I
had hoped tha t t he sen tence wou ld have been l ess t han wha t was
ordered, and was surprised and disappointed to learn that Judge
Pec)cham was required by law to impose the life terms. I was
pleased to learn that by ordering that Mr. Layton would be
eligible for parole after he had served five years. Judge Peckham
ensured that Mr. Layton could then be released without having to
s e r v e m o r e t i m e .

I write to recoimuend and request that your Commission take
that action. I certainly do not believe that Larry Layton is a
threat to society. He has more than paid for his crimes through
his imprisonment and his terrible experiences under Jim Jones.
Mr. Lay ton , t oo , l os t f am i l y and f r i ends a t Jones town , and i t i s
time, I believe, to permit Mr. Layton to be back with his family
a n d t o t r y t o r e - e s t a b l i s h h i s l i f e i n a n o r m a l w o r l d . H e h a s
been in one form of pr ison or other since he joined Peonies
T e m p l e .

Please consider this recommendation for Mr. Layton's
r e l e a s e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Z y / k t / i i u ) v / )
J o h a n n e G e r m a i n



Sect ion 4

4. Letters from jurors to Chief Judge Peckham requesting
leniency in sentencing
4 . 1 . K a r e n P r o v e n z a
4.2. Johanne Germain (1986 & 1991)
4 . 3 . J a i H u b e l
4 . 4 . J o h n L i t t r e l l

Chief Judge Peckham noted that the letters pleading for
leniency from four of the jurors that hadjust convicted Larry
were unprecedented in his experience. He was obviously
moved by them.



J O H A N N E G E R M A I N
2 2 8 3 S o u t h E l C a a i n o R e a l

S a n M a t e o , C a l i f o r n i a 9 4 4 0 3

M a y 3 0 , 1 9 9 1

C o m m i s s i o n e r
U . S . P a r o l e C o m m i s s i o n
1 3 0 1 S h o r e w a y R o a d , F o u r t h F l o o r
B e l m o n t , C a l i f o r n i a 9 4 0 0 2

R e ; L a u r e n c e ( " L a r r y " ) L a y t o n
U p c o m i n g P a r o l e H e a r i n g

D e a r C o m m i s s i o n e r :

Please allow me to introduce myself: I am Johanne Germain,
and I am one of the twelve jurors in the re-trial of Larry Layton
who voted for his conviction. I do not know Mr. Layton beyond
w h a t I h e a r d o f h i m , a n d s a w o f h i s a c t i o n s a n d r e a c t i o n s i n
court , dur ing his t r ia l , fo l lowing which, af ter consider ing the
ve^ distressing circumstances of this case, we found Mr. Laytonguilty as charged. I have just learned that Mr. Layton has
applied for parole and that his parole hearing will be held soon.
I hope you wil l consider this letter during your deliberations.

At the time of Mr. Layton's sentencing, I wrote Judge
Peckham, the trial judge, to express my concerns about this case.
In the event that you do not have that letter before you, I
indicated that I had strong thoughts and feelings about Mr.
Layton's sentencing and the punishment he would suffer. I
continue to hold these strong feelings.

Although we, the jury, did reach a verdict of "guilty" onthe charges against Mr. Layton, and did feel that he should be
punished, we did not feel that he should be punished severely.The basis for our feeling was that we felt that Mr. Layton hakd
played only a very small part in the conspiracy.

Through the evidence and testimony presented by the
prosecution, we also learned of the appalling and almost
inconceivable circumstances endured by Mr. Layton and other
members of the Peoples Temple in Jonestown, and before. Being
involved in a situation like what they were in understandably
created a environment where almost anyone, any of us, would have
given in. Jonestown was another world, a nightmare. The
brainwashing and total subjugation and enslavement of these
peop le and par t i cu la r l y Mr. Lay ton , to the con t ro l and
manipulations of the Reverend Jim Jones was obvious.
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Al though the defense d id not p lead insani ty, we d id fee l
that the circumstances in which Mr. Layton l ived and which led up
to the offenses he was charged with, were almost unbearable. I ,
a long wi th several of the other jurors wi th whom I d id d iscuss
this, did not believe that Mr. Layton would have participated,
even in a very small way, if he had been in relatively normal
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , o r n o t u n d e r R e v. J o n e s * s t o t a l c o n t r o l .

A l o n g w i t h t h e o t h e r j u r o r s , I d i d f e e l t h a t , a t t h e t i m e o f
the t r ia l in 1986, Mr. Layton had a l ready paid and suffered a
grea t dea l . We a lso fe l t tha t he w i l l con t inue to pay by car ry ing
the nightmare of Jonestown and al l that Rev. Jones did to him,
f o r t h e r e s t o f h i s l i f e .

I continue to feel what I expressed to Judge Peclcham. I feel
that the pr ison t ime Mr. Layton has served, which is about 7
years altogether now, is more than enough to punish him for his
minimal role in what happened in Jonestown and at Port Kaituma.
As I mentioned to Judge Peckham, my verdict of guilt only came
with a feeling of justice if the sentence given was minimal. I
had hoped tha t t he sen tence wou ld have been less than wha t was
ordered, and was surprised and disappointed to learn that Judge
Peckham was required by law to impose the life terms. I was
pleased to learn that by ordering that Mr. Layton would be

for parole after he had served five years. Judge Pec3cham
ensured that Mr. Layton could then be released without having to
s e r v e m o r e t i m e .

I write to recomiuend and rec[uest that your Commission take
that action. I certainly do not believe that Larry Layton is a
threat to society. He has more than paid for his crimes through
his imprisonment and his terrible experiences under Jim Jones.
Mr, Layton, too, lost family and friends at Jonestown, and it is
time, I believe, to permit Mr. Layton to be back with his family
a n d t o t r y t o r e - e s t a b l i s h h i s l i f e i n a n o r m a l w o r l d . H e h a s
been in one form of prison or other since he joined Peoples
Te m p l e .

Please consider th is recommendat ion for Mr. Layton's
r e l e a s e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

o h a n n e G e r m a i n
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December 9 , 1$BG

Honorable Roberti F* Peckhaa
U . S C o u r t h o u s e . ;
^50 Ga ldeh Ga te Avenue
San Franbisec, CA 94102

Dear JuUjse PeckJ^aa,

I m wrltinc to plea for llenancy In sentencing Larry Dayton. I. reel my gjillty v{erdlct was legally correcti but i In no '#y; liioraliy
Just, AS; a nembier of the Jury panel, it was ny Job toJuiite the ■; evidence not; question the law Itself. iSut during: the process
I was haunted by the, larger laoral questioni was Larry Myton fully
responsible for I l ls actions. My fellow Jui'ors coiivinoeS ne his

istate of jalhd, Whether he was brainwashed, coerced or tyessureaIn any other way, was not evidence in the case.= 'Je dldjnpt; know-• the legal; defliil'tlon;- of brainwashed and therefore had ini franework .
.to test the evld^ence. That left ne v;lth no other, chole^ thian to
convict :Larry Lajyton. But In my mind he IS no dlfferejiit. than any

. other victim of ;J'la Joiies. I can not separate hla fr^lthose .who
were founjl dead'Iri the Jungle. The vast numbers of thote'who died
are test imony tci the extroardlnary power of that evl l iaanL Larry. Layton IS; one of his victims. I feel as though'I conl^lcted a child,

^^meone who did inot have the capacity to question his itthorltv,
^e ability to Treason right from wrong was strlpoed awSy l.^n5 ago;:^ls Is not a main who belongs In Jail. He :1s nbt' a thrbat to
a n y o n e a n d
b e h a u n t e d

I beJ-leve. he has already been piinlshed and will .forever
by hljs past, whether he sits IniJalli or Is sflowed to ;heal by bisconlns a contributing member o? society.

E e s p e c t f u l l y ,
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2321 EL CAMIHO REAL • SAH MAT60« CALIFORNIA F4403 • FHONG (415> S74.04S0

! J a n u a ^ 1 0 , 1 9 8 7

' D e a r . S i r ; ' • { ■ * ' i . ■ ' -

This letter is in regards to the trial and sentencing of Mrj, Lawtcnc^ John
Layton. Ify nane is Johaone Germain, and I am a ineiri>er of the jury panel ithat-convicted Kr, :Lay'con of ̂ e erimea charged,

I ^Ceel that it is foy ipoxal responsahiltiy and 1 am peraonaljLy compelled; t?o
«rlte this letter regarding my strong thou^ts and feeliiigs about Mt. Lajytons
sentencing. Altodghtve the jury did find Mr. Lay ton guilty of j Che crimes charged^
we did disexiss the fact that Mr. Lay ton did play a very stBall part in con-
■:Spiriey. Many of-the jurors, including myself, did discuss the fact tha^ heshould be punished. But ^e did not feel that he should be punished seve^ly.

Although the defease could not plead insanity, we do feel that the cijrcum-
stances were almost vuibearable. 1 know that I can only speak for myself.! But.
hopefully others that felt the same as I will also speak up- |1 ;feel that Mr. Layton has already paid and suffered c deal, ai^d will
continue to pay carrying:this•tradgic nightmare with him the rest of hi^ life.
I certainly do not beliefe that he is a threat to society. My jwerdifet os guilt
only comes with a feeling of justice if the sentence glvin is minimal. I hope
that you will consider my verdict as a whole including this letter. • =

This trial haa been a! great learning experience for me. It was not atj easy
accomplishment for ti?eXve jurors to come to one verdict. It was a pleas4re. to
serve my civic duty for you, and I sincerely thank you for taking the t^me to
r e a d t h i s l e t t e r ^

S i n c e r e l y , w m i i

l a
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S>eo.r ..JuJje fet-kUm,
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