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" 'Pecember 9, 1986
~;HonorablegRobe.§ P. Peckham
‘T.8 Courthouse  ;
. 850 Goldén Gate :Avenue
San Pranciscé, CA 95102

. i . R B
-dear Judse Peckham, i
o t : i i ! v .

-+ I'm writing to plea for lienancy in sentencineg Larry layton. : I
. Teel my gullty vlerdiet was legally correct; but in no.w y. morally
“Just. ' As: a membier of the Jjury banel, it was my: Job to:Jud&e the.
.ievidence and not' question the law itself. But Guring ‘the process
.1 was haunted by the, larger moral question; was Larxy Layton fully
‘responsible for his.actions. My fellow juvors convinedd me his
istate of mind, whether he was brainwashed, ‘coerced or pressured .

in any other way, ‘was not evidence in the ease.! Ve ALdinot kiow - . .

. :%he lepal definition’of brainwashed and therefore had no framewosk .
.%o test the evidence. That left me with no other: cholee than to. .
‘convict ‘Larry Layton. 3But in my mind he s mo dirferent. than any
- other vietim of Jim Jones. .I can not separate him: fromithése who-

' ’were found dead 4n the Jungle. The vast numbers of those: who died |
.are testimony to the extroardinary vower of that evil man. Larry . =
-Layton is; one of his victims. I feel as though I convieted a child,
‘Someone who d1d not have the capacity to question his ajthority.
"The ability to reason right from wrong was ,stripped a#ai;léns-ago;A
:This 1s not a man who belongs in jail, He:'is not'a threat to .
:anyone and :I belleve he has already beennpdnished,and-willlforever

be haunted by hiis past, whether he sits inifailior is ajlowed to:

-heal by becoming a contributing member of society. o
: i : .

. Respectfully, ' A S

G
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EL CAMING REAL ° SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 94403 . PRONE (415) 5740650

’ January 10 1987

'Deat Sir; . ?

This letter ig inm. regafrds to- r.he trial and sentencing of Mr. ll.mmmc:el John
Laytom. My name is Johanpe Germa:.n, and I am a member of the Ju:y yanel that
-convicted Mr. Layton of the crimes charged.

1 feel that it is wmy woral ruspensabiltiy and I.am peraonal;!.y cowpellpd o
write this letter regardms my strong thoughts and feelings about Mr. Lay:ons
‘sentencing. Altought we the jury did find Mr. Layton guilty of: the crimes charged,
we did discuss the fact that Mr. Laytom did play a very small part in the con-

:gpiriecy. Many of the jurors, including myself, did discuss .the: fact that' he
should be punished. But we did not feel that he should be punished sevexlely.

Aithough the defense could not plead insanity, we do feel that the carcum-’
stances were almost Unbearable. I kmow that I can only speak for myself Buf:
hopefully others ‘that felt the same as I will also speak up.

I.'feel that Mr Layton has already paid and suifered a great deal, and w:.ll
comtinue to pay carrymg this. tradgxc nighttare with him the rest of hia 1ife.
I certainly do not beheve that he is a threat to soczety Ny verdiece oi guilt
only comes witn & feelmg of justice if the sentence givin is minimal. I hope
that you will: consider mv verdict as a whole J.ncludmg this ‘letter.

- . This trial haé been a’ great learning experience for mé. It was nor ard easy
,L\ accompl:.shment for twelve jurors to come to ome verdict. "It was & pleasq.re to
serve my civie¢ duty for vou, and I sincerely thank you for t:akmg the time to

read this letter. Lo
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JOHANNE GERMAIN
2283 South El1 Camino Real
8an Mateo, California 94403

May 30, 1991

Commissioner

U.S. Parole Commission

1301 Shoreway Road, Fourth Floor
Belmont, California 94002

Re: Laurence ("Larry") Layton
Upcoming Parole Hearing

Dear Commissioner:

Please allow me to introduce myself: I am Johanne Germain,
and I am one of the twelve jurors in the re-trial of Larry Layton
who voted for his conviction. I do not know Mr. Layton beyond
what I heard of him, and saw of his actions and reactions in
court, during his trial, following which, after considering the
very distressing circumstances of this case, we found Mr. Layton
guilty as charged. I have just learned that Mr. Layton has
applied for parole and that his parole hearing will be held soon.
I hope you will consider this letter during your deliberations.

At the time of Mr. Layton's sentencing, I wrote Judge
Peckham, the trial judge, to express my concerns about this case.
In the event that you do not have that letter before you, I
indicated that I had strong thoughts and feelings about Mr.
Layton's sentencing and the punishment he would suffer. I
continue to hold these strong feelings.

Although we, the jury, did reach a verdict of "guilty" on
the charges against Mr. Layton, and did feel that he should be
punished, we did not feel that he should be punished severely.
The basis for our feeling was that we felt that Mr. Layton had
played only a very small part in the conspiracy.

Through the evidence and testimony presented by the
prosecution, we also learned of the appalling and almost
inconceivable circumstances endured by Mr. Layton and other
members of the Peoples Temple in Jonestown, and before. Being
involved in a situation like what they were in understandably
created a environment where almost anyone, any of us, would have
given in. Jonestown was another world, a nightmare. The
brainwashing and total subjugation and enslavement of these
people and particularly Mr. Layton, to the control and
manipulations of the Reverend Jim Jones was obvious.



Page 2

Although the defense did not plead insanity, we did feel
that the circumstances in which Mr. Layton lived and which led up
to the offenses he was charged with, were almost unbearable. I,
along with several of the other jurors with whom I did discuss
this, did pot believe that Mr. Layton would have participated,
even in a very small way, if he had been in relatively normal
circumstances, or not under Rev. Jones's total control.

Along with the other jurors, I did feel that, at the time of
the trial in 1986, Mr. Layton had already paid and suffered a
great deal. We also felt that he will continue to pay by carrying
the nightmare of Jonestown and all that Rev. Jones did to him,
for the rest of his life.

I continue to feel what I expressed to Judge Peckham. I feel
that the prison time Mr. Layton has served, which is about 7
years altogether now, is more than enough to punish him for his
minimal role in what happened in Jonestown and at Port Kaituma.
As I mentioned to Judge Peckham, my verdict of guilt only came
with a feeling of justice if the sentence given was minimal. I
had hoped that the sentence would have been less than what was
ordered, and was surprised and disappointed to learn that Judge
Peckham was required by law to impose the life terms. I was
pleased to learn that by ordering that Mr. Layton would be
eligible for parole after he had served five years, Judge Peckham
ensured that Mr. Layton could then be released without having to
serve more time.

I write to recommend and request that your Commission take
that action. I certainly do not believe that Larry Layton is a
threat to society. He has more than paid for his crimes through
his imprisonment and his terrible experiences under Jim Jones.
Mr. Layton, too, lost family and friends at Jonestown, and it is
time, I believe, to permit Mr. Layton to be back with his family
and to try to re-establish his life in a normal world. He has

been in one form of prison or other since he joined Peoples
Temple.

Please consider this recommendation for Mr. Layton's
release.

Sincerely,
" _ :
. VARV .
S/l N s g dewrer

ohanne Germain



Section 4

Letters from jurors to Chief Judge Peckham requesting
leniency in sentencing

4.1. Karen Provenza

4.2. Johanne Germain (1986 & 1991)

4.3. Jai Hubel

4.4. John Littrell

Chief Judge Peckham noted that the letters pleading for
leniency from four of the jurors that had just convicted Larry
were unprecedented in his experience. He was obviously
moved by them.



JOHANNE GERMAIN
2283 S8outh El Camino Real
S8an Mateo, California 94403

May 30, 1991

Commissioner

U.S. Parole Commission

1301 Shoreway Road, Fourth Floor
Belmont, California 94002

Re: Laurence ("Larry") Layton
Upcoming Parole Hearing

Dear Commissioner:

Please allow me to introduce myself: I am Johanne Germain,
and I am one of the twelve jurors in the re-trial of Larry Layton
who voted for his conviction. I do not know Mr. Layton beyond
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court, during his trial, following which, after considering the
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guilty as charged. I have just learned that Mr. Layton has
applied for parole and that his parole hearing will be held soon.
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The basis for our feeling was that we felt that Mr. Layton had
played only a very small part in the conspiracy.

Through the evidence and testimony presented by the
prosecution, we also learned of the appalling and almost
inconceivable circumstances endured by Mr. Layton and other
members of the Peoples Temple in Jonestown, and before. Being
involved in a situation like what they were in understandably
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Although the defense did not plead insanity, we did feel
that the circumstances in which Mr. Layton lived and which led up
to the offenses he was charged with, were almost unbearable. I,
along with several of the other jurors with whom I did discuss
this, did not believe that Mr. Layton would have participated,
even in a very small way, if he had been in relatively normal
circumstances, or not under Rev. Jones's total control.

Along with the other jurors, I did feel that, at the time of
the trial in 1986, Mr. Layton had already paid and suffered a
great deal. We also felt that he will continue to pay by carrying
the nightmare of Jonestown and all that Rev. Jones did to him,
for the rest of his life.

I continue to feel what I expressed to Judge Peckham. I feel
that the prison time Mr. Layton has served, which is about 7
years altogether now, is more than enough to punish him for his
minimal role in what happened in Jonestown and at Port Kaituma.
As I mentioned to Judge Peckham, my verdict of guilt only came
with a feeling of justice if the sentence given was minimal. I
had hoped that the sentence would have been less than what was
ordered, and was surprised and disappointed to learn that Judge
Peckham was required by law to impose the life terms. I was
pleased to learn that by ordering that Mr. Layton would be
eligible for parole after he had served five years, Judge Peckham
ensured that Mr. Layton could then be released without having to
serve more time.

I write to recomuend and request that your Commission take
that action. I certainly do not believe that Larry Layton is a
threat to society. He has more than paid for his crimes through
his imprisonment and his terrible experiences under Jim Jones.
Mr. Layton, too, lost family and friends at Jonestown, and it is
time, I believe, to permit Mr. Layton to be back with his family
and to try to re-establish his life in a normal world. He has
been in one form of prison or other since he joined Peoples
Temple.
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release.

Sincerely,
O . .
./ NIV T
Slt s /- N s gy le1er

ohanne Germain
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*'December-9, 1986 ,
-,Honorablggnobelé P. Peckham . j
‘U.8 Courthouse | . i
.. 850 Goldeén Gate :Avenue 3
San Francised, CA 95102 ;
:Dear Judse PeckHam, ¥
. ) s e ‘

-+ I'm writing to plea for lienancy in sentencing Larry layton. I

. Jeel my guillty verdict was legally correct, but in no. way: morally
"Just.  As a mermber of the Jury panel, it was my: Job ‘to:Judfe the.
;evidence and not' question the law itself. :But Quring ‘the: process

‘I was hiunted by the, larger moral question; was Llarry Lavton fully
‘responsible for his.actions. My fellow jurors convinced meé his

istate of .mind, whether he was brainwashed, ‘coerced or pyessured .

in any other way, was not evidence in the ease.' Ve Aidinot kaow - | .
:the legal definition’ of brainwashed and therefore had né¢ framewpzk .

| ito test the evidence. That left me with ng other. chole than to..

‘convict ‘Larry Layton, But in my mind he is no different. than any
. Other vietim of Jinm Jones. .I can not separate him: fromithése who

' ’were found dead ‘4ni the Jungle, The. vast numbers of the e! who died :
. are testimony ta the extroardinary power of that evil min. Larry -
‘Layton i8; one of his victims. I feel as though I convieted a child, .
:8omeone who d1d not have the capacity to question his althority, :
‘The abflity to reason right from wrong was.stripped awa . long -ago. .
:This 18 not a man who belongs in jail, He'is not' a threat to.
:anyone and :I bélleve he has already been punished and will forever
be haunted by hiis past, whether he sits in:failjor 1s dallowed to:
-heal by becoming a contributing member of society. T

i .
, i . Respectfully, ’ | -
o Keww
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{ Januai:'y . 10 , 1987

Layton. My naue is Johanne Germain, and I am a member of ‘the jury panel thet
convicted Mr. Layton of the crimes charged. - : oo

1 feel that it is wy woral ruspunsabiltiy and 1 .am peéadnal}y_cowbelﬂed%qo

This letter is iniregérdé to the trial and sentenciugfof-ur‘lLautenc’inﬁh

.arité this letter vegarding my strong thoughts and feelings about Mr. Laytons

‘sentencing. Altought we the jury did find Mr. Laytoem guilty of the crimes charged,
we did discuss the fact that Mr. Layton did play a very small part in the con-

‘.gpiriey. Many of the jurors, including myself, did discuss the fact that he

should be punished. But we did not feel that he should be punished severiely.
Aithough the defense e¢ould not plead insanity, we do feel that the :ﬁrcuﬁ‘
stances were almost unbearable. I know that I can only speak for myself. But
hopefully others that felt the same as I will also spesk up. S
1 feel that Mr, Layton has already paid and suffered a great deal, and will
continue to pay carrying:this tradgic nighttiare with him’'the rest of hig lifa.

I certainly do not bélieye that he is a threat to society. My werdier af guilt
only comes with a feeling of justice if the sentence givin is minimal. I hope

‘that you will'.consider my verdict as a whole including this ‘letter.

1is trial has been a2 great learning experience for me. It was noz'aQLeaQy

accomplishment for twelve jurors to come to one verdict. It was a pleasyre to
serve my civic duty for you, and I sincerely thank you for taking the time to

read this letter. L o
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