Section 5

Letters from prosecution witnesses
5.1. Thom Bogue

5.2. Harold Cordell

5.3. Michael J. Carter

These three people, who were witnesses for the prosecution,
also pleaded for leniency for Larry. They recount personal

knowledge and experience regarding Larry’s character and
the pressure that all the Jonestown residents, and especially
Larry, lived through.

Chief Judge Peckham also referred to letters from the two
people that Larry shot indicating that they did not hold him
responsible for what happened. (We did not have copies of
these letters to include.)
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Jarusry 2,1987

Horerable Robert F. Feckham
Federal Eldg. - 19th Filr.
450 Golden Gate Ave.

San Francisco, Calif. 94102

Dear Judge Feckham,

I am 3 survivor from Jonestown. I testified for the
prosecution in the triasl of Larery Lagton. I suffered a huge
personal loss from the traqgic events that took place on
November 18, 1978, My wife and child, my sister and eight
other relatives of mine were killed., I can empathizre with
those who knew and loved corgressmarn Ryan. Eut I do rot
feel that it is right that Larry Layton has become the
scapeqoat for the evernts that took place.

I was a3 member of the Feoples Temple for sim Yyears.,
I was a teenager at that time. I looked up to the people in
leadership in the qrouwp. Althowah I knew Larry, he wasn’t
in a3 position of leadership inm the oraanizationm. As I
testified, Larry was just another persom am rot part of any
leadership or managing arowp., It is incorceivable to me
that he conspired with aryone to do anything agqainst the
congressman or the consul. He was mot ore to be taken into
confidence by those people who were the leaders and
manipulators. He was just in the wrong place at the wrongq
time., He has already suffered tremendously and is rot 3
person who deserves to have any more of his life takern 3way
from him simply because he was decieved by 3 man who
enjoyed manipulating and using people.

I’m not able to qo into all of the psycholoqical
manipulations that were used on those of us in the Feoples
Temple when we lwere in Guyana. But 31l of us were
influerced by these manipulations. Our concept of reality
was distorted.If I were to have another child, I would
trust Larry enough to care for my child, He is a good human

being.Thank yYou for your time.
Ri;%ffjf 11.

Mich J. Carter




