
Section 8

8 . P a r o l e C o m m i s s i o n d o c u m e n t s
8.1. Pre-Hearing Assessment, 5/15/91
8.2. Initial Parole Hearing Transcription, 6/4/91
8.3. Initial Hearing Summary, 6/12/91
8.4. Comments by Regional Administrator Stoops, 6/21/91
8.5. Findings of Commissioner Reyes, 6/27/91
8.6. Findings of Commissioner Fechtel, 8/22/91
8.7. Notice of Action, 8/29/91

These are the official documents of the Parole Commission
and their findings and recommendation. They are of
importance in showing the relatively brief amount of time
they were able to devote to the case and the reasoning
underlying their decision.

In the initial parole hearing, the examiners relate that they
spent "hours " over two days studying the voluminous
documentation submitted to them. (Compare this with the
months of full-time work devoted to the case by Judge
Peckham and Mr. Buddress.) They also make errors of fact
throughout the hearing, the most important of which is the
question posed by Mr. Aranda when he asks Larry, "... what
are the names of the two people you killed? " (Larry killed
no one.) Moreover, in announcing their recommendation,
they make no mention of the extensive mitigating
circumstances surrounding the crime.



' R E - H E A R I N G A S S E S S M E N T

N A M E ; L A Y T O N , L a u r e n c e J o h n

D A T E O F B I R T H ; 1 / 1 1 / 4 6

SENTENCES LENGTH/TYPE; Li fe

D E TA I N E R : j X N O ] [ " Y E S l

I N S T I T U T I O N : F C I T e r m i n a l I s l a n d

R E G . N O . : 2 0 7 5 2 - 0 5 3

M O N T H S I N C U S T O D Y : A S O F :

P A R O L E E L I G I B I L I T Y D A T E : 4 / 1 / 8 9

( X 2/3RDS] I " STAT.MRlDATE: 4/1/14

FINES/RESTITUTION: [ X NO] [ " YES]

R E V I E W E R : S t o o p s p c m 5 / 1 6 / 9 1 D A T E : 5 / 1 5 / 9 1 1

I . P R E S E N T O F F E N S E :

(a) The pr isoner was conv ic ted by t r ia l o f : Consp i racy to K i l l a
Congressman; Aiding and Abetting the Murder of a Congressman; Conspiracyto Kill an Internationally Protected Person; Aiding and Abetting Attempted
Murder of an Internat ional ly Protected Person.

(b) The file material indicates that subject was a member of the
People's Temple and had joined this group in the early 70's. He ultimatelywound up ion Jonestown, Guyana and was there when Congressman Ryan and other
individuals from his office and the media arrived there in November, 1978.
On the day of 11/18/78, when Congressman and the other "defectors" were
preparing to leave, subject said to Jim Jones, the leader of the group wordsto the effect "This should have gotten stopped. I love you, you will proud
of me." Jones was of the belief that Layton was armed at the time that they
last spoke. Subject then boarded the truck going to the airport and made
the comment when questioned about feigning his defection, he stated "I hate
Jim Jones. I want to get out of Jonestown." After loading one of the two
planes with the instructions of killing the pilots after the plane had taken
off, thus killing everyone on board to avoid the "defectors from leaving."The "defectors" were allegedly CIA Agents. However, before the plane left
the ground, subject pulled out a gun and shot two individuals on the plane
and attempted to shoot a third when his weapon misfired. About the same
time, other individuals began firing at the Congressman's plane which was
t h e l a r g e r o f t h e t w o .

A s a r e s u l t o f t h e o v e r a l l b e h a v i o r , s e v e r a l i n d i v i d u a l s w e r e
murdered. Specifically, Congressman Ryan, three newsmen, one defector and
Patty Parks. On the 21st of November, subject made the statement taking
ful l responsibi l i ty for al l the deaths and injured that took place at the
Port Kai tuma Ai r St r ip .

(c) The offense behavior is rated as Category eight because you were
i n v o l v e d i n t h e m u r d e r o f s e v e r a l i n d i v i d u a l s .

I I . S A L I E N T F A C T O R S C O R E :

A = ( 3 ) S u b j e c t h a s 0 p r i o r c o n v i c t i o n s .

B = (21 Subject has 0 prior commitments of more than 30 days that
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were imposed prior to the last overt act of the current offense.
r - 131 Subiect was 32 years old at the commencement of the

current offense and does not have five or more prior commitments.
D = [11 Subject has no prior commitments.
E = [11 Subject is not aprobation/parole/confinement/escape status

v i o l a t o r .

p = [11 Subject does not have a history of opiate dependence.
(101= TOTAL SCORE

III. The guideline range is 100+ months.

IV OTHER SIGNIFICANT PRIOR RECORD/STABILITY FACTORS;

opinion, it does not excuse him from what he did.

financial impact that this incident had on them.
V . C O D E F E N D A N T S :

P lease see the Presentence Repor t .

VI. FORM USA-792, AO-235p AO-337:

N o n e .

VII. PAROLE ON THE RECORD:

V I I I . E V A L U A T I O N :

IX. PANEL RECOMMENDATION
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n u . . . . .

L a u r e n c e J o h n L a y t o n ^
I n i t i a l P a r o l e H e a r i n g T r a n s c r i p t i o n
J u n e A , 1 9 9 1 , P C I T e r m i n a l I s l a n d ^

D w y e r G o o d a f t e r n o o n .

F o r t h e r e c o r d , a r e y o u M r. L a u r e n c e J o h n L a y t o n ?

L a y t o n Y e s .

D w y e r M r . L a y t o n , I ' m H a r r y D w y e r a n d t o m y l e f t i s

M r . A r a n d a .

L a y t o n How do you do s i r.

D w y e r W e ' r e h e r e t o d o y o u r i n i t i a l h e a r i n g . I b e l i e v e

you were not ified that you were going to have this

h e a r i n g . I s t h a t c o r r e c t ?

L a y t o n Y e s s i r .

D w y e r D i d y o u h a v e a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e a d y o u r fi l e ?

L a y t o n Y e s s i r .

D w y e r W h e n d i d y o u d o t h a t ?

L a y t o n I s a w i t t o d a y .

D w y e r Y o u h a v e n ' t s e e n i t b e f o r e t h e n ?

L a y t o n A n d I ' v e s e e n i t b e f o r e .

D w y e r Y o u s a w i t a n d r e a d i t t o d a y ?

L a y t o n I l o o k e d i t o v e r t o d a y . I ' v e r e a d i t t h o r o u g h l y .

D w y e r W h e n ?

L a y t o n A b o u t a m o n t h . Y e a h I ' d s a y a b o u t a m o n t h .

D w y e r A l r i g h t , y o u h a v e t h e r i g h t t o r e a d y o u r fi l e 3 0

d a y s b e f o r e t o d a y ' s h e a r i n g . I f y o u w i s h t o g o

f o r w a r d w i t h t h e h e a r i n g a n d i t h a s n o t b e e n 3 0

d a y s , t h e n y o u h a v e t o w a i v e t h a t 3 0 d a y s o r y o u
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l e a v e u s n o a l t e r n a t i v e b u t t o c o n t i n u e t o t h e n e x t

d o c k e t w h i c h w o u l d b e ( s o u n d o b l i t e r a t e s w o r d s ) S o

w h a t ' s y o u r c h o i c e t o d a y ?

L a y t o n ( s t a t i c o b l i t e r a t e s r e s p o n s e )

D w y e r I can ' t . . .he re 's where you sa id you read your fi le

o n J u n e 3 0 . R i g h t ?

L a y t o n Y e s s i r .

D w y e r N o w t h e r e h a s b e e n s o m e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e b e t w e e n o u r

o f fi c e a n d y o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , M r. B e l l . U h t h i s

i s y o u r h e a r i n g . W e ' r e g o i n g t o p e r m i t y o u t o h a v e

a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o d a y s p e a k i n y o u r b e h a l f . T h e r e

a r e t h r e e p e r s o n s p r e s e n t s o y o u a r e g o i n g t o h a v e

t o c h o o s e w h o i s g o i n g t o b e y o u r m a i n

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .

L a y t o n A r t P i r e l l i .

D w y e r O k a y , M r . P i r e l l i i s g o i n g t o b e y o u r m a i n

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e b u t w e d o w a n t t o g e t t h e o t h e r

gentlemen's names for the record. Sir, may I please
h a v e y o u r n a m e .

B e l l Y o u m a y . F r a n k B e l l .

D w y e r Okay Mr. Be l l . Thank you ve ry much . And you r name

s i r ?

J o n e s I ' m S t e p h a n J o n e s .

D w y e r T h a t ' s S t e p h ?

J o n e s a n .

D w y e r a n ?
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J o n e s Y e s .

D w y e r And wha t c i t y a re you f r om?

J o n e s S a n R a f a e l , C a l i f o r n i a .

D w y e r O k a y. A n d y o u a r e a f r i e n d o f M r . L a y t o n ' s ?

J o n e s I ' d s a y a n a c q u a i n t a n c e , y e s .

D w y e r Okay. Now, wha t we re you go i ng t o t a l k abou t t oday

i n t e r m s o f M r . L a y t o n s o w e ' l l k n o w w h a t g r o u n d

r u l e s w e n e e d t o s e t a n d e v e r y t h i n g t o d a y .

J o n e s H i s t o r y l e a d i n g u p t o h i s c o n v i c t i o n a n d I w a n t e d

t o s h e d a l i t t l e l i g h t o n t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t i m e

s p e n t i n G u y a n a . H i s p r i s o n t e r m i n G u y a n a . A n d

j u s t s o m e e x p e r i e n c e s t h a t I h a v e t h a t I t h i n k a r e

u n i q u e a n d t h a t m i g h t e x p l a i n w h a t l e d u p t o w h a t

h a p p e n e d .

D w y e r I t h i n k y o u a r e t h e s o n o f J i m J o n e s . I s t h a t

c o r r e c t ?

J o n e s U h h u h .

D w y e r A n d t h a t fi g u r e i s g o n n a p l a y a r o l e i n t o d a y ' s

h e a r i n g a s a r e s u l t o f t h i s o f f e n s e . N o w I d o n ' t

w a n t t o g o . . . l e t m e e x p l a i n b e c a u s e M r . P i r e l l i , h e

a l ready knows because he 's ac ted as a representa t ive

b e f o r e . I d o n ' t w a n t y o u g o i n g b a c k a n d g o i n g o v e r

t h i n g s t h a t w e ' v e a l r e a d y c o v e r e d u n l e s s t h e r e i s

s o m e r e a l s p e c i fi c r e a s o n b e c a u s e I ' m g o i n g t o t e l l

a l l y o u g e n t l e m e n h e r e t o d a y t h a t M r. A r a n d a a n d I

l a s t w e e k , l a s t T h u r s d a y a n d F r i d a y s p e n t h o u r s
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going over this material and I'm going to give the

representat ives an oppor tun i ty to make a br ie f
s t a t e m e n t , a b r i e f s t a t e m e n t , a n d I k n o w w i t h

attorneys how that brief is but I'm gonna determine
i f i t ' s b r i e f o r n o t b u t I ' m g o i n g t o g i v e y o u a n

opportunity because as you gentlemen know there are

other people out there wai t ing and they are going

to ge t t he i r day t oday j us t as Mr. Lay ton . We ' re

n o t g o i n g t o s h o r t e n i t a n y. W e ' r e n o t g o i n g t o

t a k e h i s t i m e f r o m h i m a n d t h e n n o t g i v e i t t o

somebody e lse . Okay, so jus t keep your comments as

br ie f as you can. Jus t say what you need to say and

i f you ge t t o runn ing ove r a l i t t l e b i t I ' l l cau t i on

C a n I q u i c k l y d o o n e b o o k k e e p i n g t h i n g , s i r . T h e r e

w a s o n e l e t t e r I b e l i e v e w a s d e l i v e r e d t o t h e

C o m m i s s i o n o n J u n e 1 a n d I d o n ' t k n o w w h e t h e r y o u

h a v e t h a t o r n o t f r o m a G r a c e J o n e s ?

N o t h e l e t t e r w a s n o t d e l i v e r e d , M r . P i r e l l i ,

m a y h a v e t h e o r i g i n a l o n e .

W e ' v e g o t o n e t h e 3 0 t h .

O k a y, t h a t h a d t i m e t o g e t t h e r e . A p p a r e n t l y, t h e r e

w a s a n o t h e r l e t t e r t h a t . . .

Yo u m i g h t w a n t M r . A r a n d a t o l o o k a t t h a t f o r a

m o m e n t .

O k a y, s o w h a t w e ' r e g o i n g t o d o t o d a y M r. L a y t o n ,



w e ' r e g o i n g t o i n t e r v i e w y o u . W e ' l l h e a r t o w a r d s

t h e e n d o f y o u r h e a r i n g f r o m y o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

t h e n I ' l l a s k y o u t o s t e p o u t a n d c a l l y o u b a c k i n

a g a i n a n d g i v e y o u o u r r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . I w a n t t o

a d v i s e y o u u p f r o n t t h o u g h , w e m a y , w e m a y ,

r e c o m m e n d t o t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r t h a t y o u r c a s e b e

d e s i g n a t e d a s o r i g i n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n . D o y o u

u n d e r s t a n d o r i g i n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n ?

L a y t o n Y e s , s i r .

D w y e r A n d i f y o u a r e m a d e a n o r i g i n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n c a s e ,

y o u w i l l g e t t h e d e c i s i o n b a c k i n 3 t o 4 w e e k s , i t

w i l l s a y t h a t y o u r c a s e h a s b e e n r e f e r r e d t o t h e

N a t i o n a l C o m m i s s i o n . I t w i l l g o t o t h e N a t i o n a l

C o m m i s s i o n a s t h e y w i l l m a k e t h e d e c i s i o n . T h e y

w i l l s e n d y o u b a c k t h e d e c i s i o n a n d y o u c a n t h e n

a p p e a l t o t h e P a r o l e C o m m i s s i o n . T h e r e w i l l b e

i n s t r u c t i o n s h o w t o a p p e a l . I f y o u r c a s e i s n o t

m a d e o r i g i n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n , t h e y y o u ' l l g e t y o u r

h e a r b a c k i n 3 t o 4 w e e k s j u s t l i k e a n y b o d y e l s e .

T h e r e ' s t w o r e a s o n s f o r l o o k i n g a t y o u r c a s e f o r

o r i g i n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n . O n e i s t h e u n u s u a l p u b l i c i t y

t h a t y o u r c a s e r e c e i v e d , t h i s t h i n g w a s i n t h e

p a p e r s f o r a l o n g p e r i o d o f t i m e p l u s t h e f a c t t h a t

y o u s e r v e a t e r m o f f o r t y - fi v e y e a r s o r m o r e . S o

i t f a l l s u n d e r t w o c r i t e r i a . S o i t m a y w e l l b e t h a t

t h e C o m m i s s i o n m a y d e c i d e t o m a k e y o u r c a s e o r i g i n a l
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j u r i s d i c t i o n . O k a y .

N o w l e t » s g o b a c k a l i t t l e b i t . B a s i c a l l y , y o u

b e c a m e i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e J i m J o n e s C h u r c h . . .

L a y t o n Y e s .

D w y e r b a s i c a l l y a n d y o u w e r e i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e m f o r
severa l years . I th ink your mother and your s is ter

w e r e a l s o m e m b e r s o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n , r i g h t .

L a y t o n Y e s , s i r .

D w y e r And you were invo lved wi th the group when i t was up

i n N o r t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a i n c l u d i n g S a n F r a n c i s c o a n d

w h e n i t w e n t t o F r e n c h G u y a n a . R i g h t .

L a y t o n B r i t i s h G u y a n a . Ye s s i r .

D w y e r B r i t i s h ? I s i t B r i t i s h ?

L a y t o n W e l l i t ' s a n i n d e p e n d e n t c o u n t r y .

D w y e r O k a y. W e l l a n y h o w y o u w e r e w i t h h i m f o r a p e r i o d

o f y e a r s .

L a y t o n Y e s s i r .

D w y e r T h e P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e , r i g h t ?

L a y t o n Y e s s i r .

D w y e r A n d t h e n I t h i n k j u s t b e f o r e t h e m o s t r e c e n t t h i n g

h a p p e n e d d o w n t h e r e w h e n C o n g r e s s m a n R y a n a n d a l l

w e r e t h e r e , y o u h a d l o s t y o u r m o t h e r j u s t a s h o r t

t i m e b e f o r e t h a t .

L a y t o n T h a t i s c o r r e c t .

D w y e r N o t o n l y w a s y o u r s i s t e r d o w n t h e r e b u t a l s o y o u r

w i f e ?
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L a y t o n Y e s , s i r .

A n d y o u h a d b e e n i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e C h u r c h f o r a

cons ide rab le pe r iod o f t ime and then the Church was

r e c e i v i n g c o n s i d e r a b l e n e g a t i v e p u b l i c i t y . A s a

resu l t . Congressman Ryan , the Ambassador, a number

o f p e o p l e w e n t t o , I g u e s s t h e l a c k o f a b e t t e r

w o r d , i n v e s t i g a t e t h e P e o p l e ' s T e m p l e .

Y e s , s i r .

To s e e w h a t w a s g o i n g o n d o w n t h e r e b e c a u s e t h e y

had had compla ints f rom fami ly members in the Uni ted

S t a t e s . I t h i n k t h a t s o m e w h e r e b e t w e e n 8 0 0 a n d

1 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e l i v e d d o w n t h e r e . I s t h a t c o r r e c t ?

A n d t h e c r u c i a l t h i n g c o m e s i n t o w h e r e w h e n t h e

Congressman and a l l were ge t t i ng ready to say leave

the compound a n d e v e r y t h i n g

a n d a l l . A n d t h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l i n c i d e n t s w h i c h

b e a r d i r e c t l y o n y o u . N o w , t h e r e w e r e t w o p l a n e s

i f I r e m e m b e r c o r r e c t l y . O n e o f t h e m C o n g r e s s m a n

Ryan and a l l and another p lane in which you were on

the p lane and the re were some o the r pe rsons on the

p l a n e i n c l u d i n g s o m e p r e s s p e o p l e .

J u s t f o r m e r P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e m e m b e r s .

T h e r e w a s n o p r e s s p e o p l e o n t h e p l a n e ?

D w y e r I t hough t the re were some s t rangers o r someth ing on

t h e p l a n e .



L a y t o n N o , s i r .

D w y e r Okay. Well , in any event, there was some shooting
i n t h a t p l a n e t h a t y o u w e r e o n a n d t h e r e w a s

s h o o t i n g o v e r h e r e a t t h i s o t h e r p l a n e w h e r e

Congressman Ryan was at and ' o thers were k i l led
t h e r e .

L a y t o n Y e s , s i r .

D w y e r Now, how fa r a re we t a l k i ng whe re t hese two p l anes

a r e . H o w f a r a w a y a r e w e t a l k i n g ? W e r e t h e y a

ma t te r o f ya rds , a cons ide rab le d i s t ance o r how fa r?

L a y t o n I ' d s a y a f o o t b a l l fi e l d .

D w y e r 1 0 0 y a r d s ?

L a y t o n

D w y e r

G i v e o r t a k e .

O k a y. Yo u h a d b r o u g h t a g u n o n t h e p l a n e .

L a y t o n T h a t i s c o r r e c t , s i r .

D w y e r W h a t w e r e y o u r i n s t r u c t i o n s t o u s e t h e g u n ?

L a y t o n To s h o o t t h e p i l o t , s i r .

D w y e r S h o o t t h e p i l o t w h e n ? W h e n y o u w e r e i n t h e a i r ?

L a y t o n W h e n I w a s i n t h e a i r , s i r .

D w y e r O k a y, w h o g a v e y o u t h o s e i n s t r u c t i o n s ?

L a y t o n J i m J o n e s t h r o u g h h i s p e o p l e a n d t h e n I v e r i fi e d i t

f r o m h i m t h a t t h a t i s w h a t h e w a n t e d d o n e .

D w y e r O k a y . N o w , w h e n y o u s t a r t e d s h o o t i n g t h e p l a n e

had . . .we re the eng ines runn ing o r was the p lane j us t

s i t t i n g o n t h e g r o u n d ?

L a y t o n I t w a s t a x i i n g .
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D w y e r I t was i n t he p rocess o f t ak i ng o f f when you s ta r t ed

s h o o t i n g ?

L a y t o n Y e s .

D w y e r Okay. How many guns did you have on the plane?

L a y t o n J u s t o n e .

D w y e r And who gave you that gun?

L a y t o n One of Jones' secur i ty people, a person named Poncho

J o h n s o n . . . .

D w y e r W a s i s a r e v o l v e r o r w h a t ?

L a y t o n I t w a s a r e v o l v e r .

D w y e r W a s i t f u l l y l o a d e d ? D i d i t h a v e s i x o r fi v e ? D o

y o u r e c a l l ?

L a y t o n I ' m n o t s u r e .

D w y e r H o w ma n y sh o t s d i d yo u fi re .

L a y t o n I d o n ' t r e c a l l b u t t h e e v i d e n c e , w h i c h I a c c e p t a s

f a c t u a l , s h o w e d t h a t , I t h i n k f o u r s h o t s a n d 1

m i s fi r e .

D w y e r O k a y , a n d t h e n I t h i n k o n e o f t h e p i l o t s h e l p e d

s u b d u e y o u . W h o s u b d u e d y o u ? D o y o u r e c a l l ?

L a y t o n I d o n ' t h a v e a c l e a r r e c o l l e c t i o n . I a c c e p t t h a t

I w a s s u b d u e d . I w o u l d i m a g i n e t h a t M r . P a r k s . . .

D w y e r Okay, the plane never left the ground or got in the
a i r a n d fl e w a n y d i s t a n c e o r a n y t h i n g . I t w a s r i g h t

t h e r e .

L a y t o n Y e s , t h a t i s c o r r e c t .

D w y e r N o w I b e l i e v e t h a t y o u e v e n t u a l l y e s c a p e d i n t o t h e
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j u n g l e .

L a y t o n N o , n o . I s t a y e d t h e r e a n d I w a s a r r e s t e d b y w h a t

they ca l l a Supernumer ic Cons tab le by the name o f . . .

D w y e r That's okay. Now when you were told to ki l l people

i n t h e a i r t a k i n g o f f , d i d y o u h a v e a n y i d e a w h a t

was happen ing over here?

L a y t o n N o I d i d n ' t . I w a s n o t a w a r e . . .

D w y e r What was going to happen to the Congressman and his

g r o u p ?

L a y t o n N o , n o .

D w y e r I d o k n o w t h a t t h e r e w e r e s o m e t e n s e m o m e n t s a s t h e

g r o u p w a s l e a v i n g t h e c o m p o u n d a n d a l l r e g a r d i n g

the people who wanted to, ah, the members who wanted

t o , l e a v e d o w n t h e r e a n d t h e r e w a s s o m e t e n s e n e s s

t h a t w e n t o n a n d e v e r y t h i n g . W h e n a l l t h a t w a s

happening, d id you know what was supposed to go on

o v e r h e r e w i t h C o n g r e s s m a n R y a n ' s p l a n e ?

L a y t o n N o , I t h o u g h t t h a t o r i g i n a l l y I t h o u g h t t h a t

C o n g r e s s m a n R y a n w a s s t a y i n g b e h i n d . W h e n I w a s

fina l l y t o ld tha t I was supposed to go up i n th i s

p l a n e a n d d i e w i t h i t , I . . .

D w y e r H i s p l a n e o r t h e o t h e r p l a n e ?

L a y t o n T h e o t h e r p l a n e .

D w y e r T h e o t h e r p l a n e , o k a y .

L a y t o n I w a s t o l d t o g e t o n t h e p l a n e w i t h t h e d e f e c t o r s

a n d s h o o t t h e p i l o t . I w a s s h a k i n g a n d , a h , w a s
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n o t . . . I w a s b a s i c a l l y s a y i n g o k a y I ' v e g o t t o d o

t h i s I ' v e g o t t o d o t h i s a n d I w a s n ' t t h i n k i n g a l o t

a b o u t a n y t h i n g e l s e b u t t r y i n g t o k e e p m y c o u r a g e

t o d o w h a t I w a s t o l d . . .

D w y e r T h e n y o u g o t a r r e s t e d l i k e y o u s a i d .

L a y t o n Y e s , s i r .

D w y e r T h e n y o u s t a y e d d o w n t h e r e u n t i l w h a t ' 8 1 ?

L a y t o n I t h i n k t h a t ' s r i g h t

D w y e r And then t hey dec ided wha t? You neve r wen t t o t r i a l

o r a n y t h i n g .

L a y t o n Y e s , s i r . I w a s a c q u i t t e d i n G u y a n a o f t w o c h a r g e s

b u t b y G u y a n e s e l a w o n c e y o u a r e a c q u i t t e d o f t h e

t w o c h a r g e s w h i c h t h e y b a s e t h e o t h e r c h a r g e s o n .

y o u r ' r e fi n i s h e d .

D w y e r O k a y, t h e n y o u c a m e b a c k . Yo u c a m e i n t h e U n i t e d

S t a t e s . D i d t h e y d e p o r t y o u o r d i d y o u v o l u n t a r i l y

r e t u r n t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .

L a y t o n I r e t u r n e d t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w i t h F e d e r a l

M a r s h a l s . I d i d n ' t . . . t h e r e w a s n o l e g a l p r o c e d u r e .

D w y e r Y o u m a d e b a i l l a t e r o n . A n d I t h i n k t h a t y o u

fi n a l l y w e n t t o t r i a l . Y o u r c a s e w e n t t o t h e 9 t h

C i r c u i t a n d t h e r e w a s a r e t r i a l o n i t r i g h t ?

L a y t o n T h a t i s c o r r e c t . T h e r e w a s a h u n g j u r y t h e fi r s t

t r i a l a n d t h e n , e v i d e n c e t h a t h a d b e e n t h r o w n o u t

w a s l a t e r i n t r o d u c e d a n d t h e r e w a s a r e t r i a l fi v e

y e a r s l a t e r .
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D w y e r A n d a t t h e r e t r i a l t h e j u d g e g a v e y o u a l i f e

s e n t e n c e b u t h e d i d n o t u s e t h e t h i n g o f g i v i n g y o u

a ( b ) ( 1 ) .

L a y t o n Y e s , s i r .

D w y e r N o w , y o u ' v e h a d a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o l o o k a t t h e

g u i d e l i n e s r i g h t ?

L a y t o n Y e s , I ' v e s e e n t h e g u i d e l i n e s .

D w y e r C a t e g o r y 8 , S a l i e n t F a c t o r S c o r e o f 1 0 .

L a y t o n Y e s , s i r .

D w y e r W h e r e i s t h e S a l i e n t F a c t o r S c o r e , i s t h e r e

s o m e t h i n g I d o n ' t k n o w o r d o y o u h a v e a n y

c o n v i c t i o n s a n y w h e r e .

L a y t o n N o c o n v i c t i o n s .

D w y e r Okay, you we re ove r 26 when th i s happened , r i gh t?

L a y t o n Y e s , s i r .

D w y e r O k a y . N o w I k n o w y o u w e r e a d e v o t e d m e m b e r o f t h e

P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e a n d e v e r y t h i n g a n d I d o k n o w t h a t

a t va r ious t imes you had p rob lems ge t t i ng a long w i th

t h e h i e r a r c h y i n P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e . Y o u h a d p r o b l e m s

g e t t i n g a l o n g w i t h y o u r s i s t e r , y o u h a d p r o b l e m s

g e t t i n g a l o n g w i t h y o u r m o t h e r .

L a y t o n N o t w i t h m y m o t h e r . I t w a s m y s i s t e r .

D w y e r There were some other th ings about money too wasn ' t

t h e r e . T h a t y o u a n d y o u r m o t h e r a n d s i s t e r w e r e

a l l a r g u i n g o v e r .

L a y t o n W e l l i t w a s m o r e , t o b e p e r f e c t l y c a n d i d w i t h y o u ,
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a n d t h e r e ' s n o r e a s o n n o t t o b e , t h e P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e

w h i p p e d u p , y o u k n o w, b a s i c a l l y a l i e t h a t m y s i s t e r

h a d s t o l e n m o n e y a n d t h e y d i d t h i s s o r t o f t h i n g t o

p e o p l e t h a t . . . .

D w y e r S o t h e y c o u l d b r i n g p e o p l e i n l i n e a n d k e e p p e o p l e

i n l i n e .

L a y t o n B a s i c a l l y. A n d t h e y u s e d m y n a m e a n d I d o n ' t h a v e

a r e c o l l e c t i o n o f a c t u a l l y b e i n g i n v o l v e d i n a t h i n g

b u t i f s o m e b o d y h a d t o l d m e t o , a n d I ' m s u r e t h a t

t h e y d i d , y o u s a y s u c h a n d s u c h , I w a s w e a k e n o u g h

a t t h a t t i m e a n d I ' d s a y w h a t I w a s t o l d t o s a y .

A n d I a c c e p t t h e o r e t i c a l l y t h a t t h a t ' s p r o b a b l y w h a t

h a p p e n e d . I d o n ' t h a v e a c l e a r r e c o l l e c t i o n o f i t

a n d y e t , I h a v e a h a z y r e c o l l e c t i o n o f i t .

D w y e r Do you remember shoot ing the peop le?

L a y t o n N o , I d o n ' t h a v e a c l e a r r e c o l l e c t i o n b u t I r e m e m b e r

b e i n g a n g r y a n d I a c c e p t c o m p l e t e l y , a c c e p t

c o m p l e t e l y , u h . . .

D w y e r Do you remember be ing in the p lane?

L a y t o n Y e s .

D w y e r D o y o u r e m e m b e r t h e p l a n e t a x i n g ?

L a y t o n I d o . I r e m e m b e r t h e p l a n e t a x i n g a n d I r e m e m b e r

n o t g e t t i n g o f f t h e g r o u n d a n d t h e r e w a s a s t r u g g l e

a n d I a c c e p t , I a c c e p t w h a t t h e P S I s a y s c o m p l e t e l y .

I , I , I d o n ' t t a k e i s s u e w i t h i t . B u t I d o n ' t h a v e

a . . .
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Do you remember making a commitment to do this

b e f o r e y o u g o t o n t h e p l a n e ?

I r emember mak ing a commi tmen t t o shoo t t he p i l o t .

To s h o o t t h e p i l o t a n d b r i n g t h e p l a n e d o w n .

Y e s , s i r .

Now, go ing back a l i t t l e b i t be fo re then . D id you

k n o w w h a t w a s g o i n g t o h a p p e n ? D i d a n y b o d y t e l l

you what was going to happen to Congressman Ryan?

No, I though t Congressman Ryan was s tay ing .

W a s s t a y i n g b a c k . B u t I ' m t a l k i n g a b o u t . . . L e t m e

reph rase the ques t i on . D id you know wha t was go ing

t o h a p p e n a t t h e a i r fi e l d r e g a r d i n g t h e o t h e r p l a n e .

N o I d i d n ' t , I d i d n ' t . I t h o u g h t t h e r e w a s

b a s i c a l l y a w a r b e t w e e n P e o p l e ' s T e m p l e a n d t h e

d e f e c t o r s a n d I w a s t o l d t h a t i f t h e d e f e c t o r s l e f t

w e w o u l d b e s t u c k i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r l o c a t i o n i n

t h e j u n g l e , w h i c h i s h o r r e n d o u s l y h o r r i b l e , a n d i f

w e h a d t i m e w e ' d b e a b l e t o m o v e t o a b e t t e r

l o c a t i o n a n d t h a t ' s w h a t I k n e w. M y i m p r e s s i o n a n d

t h e i m p r e s s i o n o f t h e p e o p l e t h a t I w a s a r o u n d w a s

t h a t C o n g r e s s m a n R y a n w a s f a v o r a b l e t o P e o p l e ' s

Te m p l e a n d h e w a s n ' t a p r o b l e m t o P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e .

To t h e d e g r e e I s a w h i m I t h o u g h t h e w a s a n i c e

k i n d l y m a n a n d I . . .

O k a y , l e t m e a s k y o u t h i s . D i d t h i s k i n d o f r e a l l y

p o p o f f w h e n t h e d e f e c t o r s , w h e n t h e y t o l d t h e



d e f e c t o r s t h e y w e r e g o i n g t o t a k e t h e m o u t . A n

Ambassador and a Congressman and all. Did this kind

o f r e a l l y e x p l o d e t h e s i t u a t i o n . Yo u s a i d y o u

thought everything went fairly well with Congressman

R y a n .

Y e s .

Wh e n t h e d e fe c to r s g o t r e a d y t o l e a ve , i s t h a t w h e n

t h i s t h i n g k i n d o f e x p l o d e d a s t o , y o u k n o w , y o u

w e r e t o l d t o b r i n g t h e p l a n e d o w n a n d t h e n a s w e

know wha t happened a t the o the r p lane .

Ye s , t h e r e i s a t i m e p e r i o d t h e r e w h e r e I d o n ^ t

r e m e m b e r. . . I g u e s s a f a t h e r w a s t a k i n g s o m e o f t h e

m o t h e r s ' c h i l d r e n b a c k a n d t h e r e w a s a s c r e a m i n g

a n d t h a t ' s w h e n t h i n g s , i t b l e w u p .

T h a t ' s w h e n i t b l e w u p .

T h a t ' s r i g h t .

Okay, now the who le i ssue o f today 's hear ing , you 've

s e r v e d 7 y e a r s a n d 2 m o n t h s a t t h i s p o i n t . T h e r e

was an unusua l t r agedy tha t occu r red a l l a round th i s

t h i n g . N o t o n l y w h a t h a p p e n e d a t t h e a i r fi e l d b u t

w h a t h a p p e n e d l a t e r o n . T h e b o t t o m l i n e i s w h y d o

y o u t h i n k y o u p e r s o n a l l y, w e ' r e g o i n g t o h e a r f r o m

y o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e l a t e r o n , w h y d o y o u t h i n k w e

o u g h t t o e v e r p a r o l e y o u ?

W e l l , m y s t a t e m e n t w o u l d b e t h i s . . . I w a n t t o

express my s incere sor row to what happened and the



p e r s o n t h a t I w a s t h e n , I a m n o t n o w . I w a s a

really weak, easily pushed around person and I had

e n t e r e d P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e b e c a u s e I w a n t e d t o h e l p

people basical ly but I knew I was a weak person even

t h e n . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s w a s t h e w o r s t p l a c e t o

go to find any k ind o f therapeut ic s i tua t ion and I
b e c a m e l i k e e v e r y b o d y e l s e a t P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e t h a t

c o m m i t t e d s u i c i d e , j u s t a n a u t o m o t o n f o r P e o p l e ' s

Te m p l e a n d I t h i n k I ' v e c h a n g e d . I t h i n k I h a v e
b e c o m e r a t h e r s t r o n g i n m y a b i l i t y t o d e a l w i t h

p e o p l e a n d y o u c a n a s k a r o u n d t h e i n s t i t u t i o n .

W e d i d d o t h a t .

I i n v i t e y o u t o t a l k w i t h m y c o u n s e l o r a n d o t h e r

m e m b e r s . M y a c t i o n s a t t h e t i m e w e r e t e r r i b l e a n d

I ' m t e r r i b l y s o r r y .

Y o u w e r e b o u n d t o P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e f o r a n u m b e r o f

y e a r s . F r o m w h a t I r e a d , y o u s p e n t a g r e a t d e a l o f

t i m e a t t e n d i n g s e r v i c e s , d o i n g w o r k f o r t h e Te m p l e

a n d e v e r y t h i n g .

Y e s .

B e s i d e s w o r k i n g a t y o u r o w n j o b a n d b a s i c a l l y

c o n t r i b u t i n g e v e r y t h i n g t h a t y o u w e r e m a k i n g t o t h e

C h u r c h .

D w y e r

T h a t ' s t r u e . I u s u a l l y w o u l d w o r k d o u b l e s h i f t s a n d

j u s t t u r n e v e r y t h i n g o v e r .

W e l l y o u k n o w i t ' s j u s t l i k e a n y t h i n g e l s e , w e a l l



m a y f e e l t h a t w e h a v e a r i g h t e o u s i n d i g n a t i o n a t

what happens a t cer ta in t imes a l though we migh t fee l

t h a t w e g o t a r i g h t t o d o c e r t a i n t h i n g s b e c a u s e o f

t h e s i t u a t i o n b u t t h a t i t d o e s n ' t a l w a y s w o r k o u t .

A n d s o m e t i m e s w e fi n d o u r s e l v e s i n a s i t u a t i o n t h a t

w e h a v e s o m e r e a l s e r i o u s d i f fi c u l t y w i t h . O k a y ,

w e ' v e c o v e r e d a l o t o f t e r r i t o r y w i t h i n a s h o r t

p e r i o d o f t i m e . L e t ' s t a l k a l i t t l e b i t a b o u t

w h a t ' s b e e n h a p p e n i n g t o y o u s i n c e y o u ' v e b e e n

s e r v i n g y o u r s e n t e n c e . I b e l i e v e t h a t y o u w e r e

c o m m i t t e d t o t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n f r o m c o u r t .

B a s i c a l l y .

B a s i c a l l y , y e s . A n d I k n o w y o u ' v e w o r k e d w i t h

m e c h a n i c a l s e r v i c e s a n d t h i n k y o u ' v e w o r k e d o v e r i n

e d u c a t i o n . A r e y o u s t i l l i n e d u c a t i o n .

W e l l , I , I w o r k e d e d u c a t i o n . . . p r i m a r i l y m y t w o ,

t h r e e m a j o r j o b s h e r e h a v e b e e n e d u c a t i o n , t r a i n i n g

c e n t e r a n d p s y c h s e r v i c e s , p s y c h o l o g y s e r v i c e s .

O k a y, w h e r e a r e y o u n o w ?

P s y c h o l o g y s e r v i c e s .

W h a t d o y o u d o t h e r e .

I ' m t h e o r d e r l y .

O k a y . B e e n i n v o l v e d w i t h a n u m b e r o f d i f f e r e n t

c o u r s e s .

Ye s , I s p e n t a l o t o f t i m e w i t h t h e V T.

D o y o u p l a n t o fi n i s h t h a t V T ?



L a y t o n W e l l t h e y k e e p b r i n g i n g o n n e w p r o g r a m s a n d I a l s o
v o l u n t e e r t o h e l p o u t t r a i n i n g s o m e o f t h e p e o p l e

i n t h e p r o g r a m s I ' v e a l r e a d y b e e n t h r o u g h .

D w y e r N o m i s c o n d u c t r e p o r t s o f a n y k i n d . Y o u g e t a l o n g

w e l l w i t h e v e r y b o d y. A n d y o u r r e l e a s e y o u p l a n t o

g o t o P i e d m o n t a n d l i v e w i t h y o u r s i s t e r a n d

b r o t h e r - i n - l a w . I b e l i e v e y o u w e r e a c t i v e i n t h e

r e a l e s t a t e fi e l d a n d a l l w h y y o u w a n t a p p e a l b o n d

a n d e v e r y t h i n g . . .

L a y t o n Y e s , s i r .

D w y e r A n d t h e r e w a s n o a r r e s t o r a n y t h i n g . Y o u r f o r m e r

e m p l o y e r a s r e a d i n t h e p r e s e n t e n c e r e p o r t s p o k e

h i g h l y o f y o u . O k a y . I s t h e r e a n y t h i n g n o t i n t h e

p r o g r e s s r e p o r t t h a t y o u w o u l d l i k e t o b r i n g t o o u r

a t t e n t i o n o r d o e s i t p r e t t y w e l l c o v e r w h a t h a s

happened to you s ince you ' ve been he re .

L a y t o n T h e o n l y t h i n g I w a n t t o a d d i s t h a t I h a v e

t r e m e n d o u s r e g r e t a n d s o r r o w a t w h a t h a p p e n e d a n d

I d o t h i n k t h a t I h a v e g a i n e d e s p e c i a l l y f r o m s o m e

o f t h e h a r s h e r e x p e r i e n c e s I ' v e b e e n t h r o u g h a n d t h e

a b i l i t y t o w o r k w i t h p e o p l e t h a t a r e h a v i n g

d i f fi c u l t i e s a n d I t h i n k t h a t a t s o m e p o i n t i n t h e

f u t u r e I ' l l p r o b a b l y g o i n t o a fi e l d w h e r e I c a n

d e a l w i t h p e o p l e t h a t a r e m a y b e c r i t i c a l l y i l l o r

w i t h p e o p l e t h a t a r e h a v i n g p r o b l e m s .

D w y e r A l r i g h t . D o y o u h a v e a n y q u e s t i o n s a t t h i s p o i n t M r .
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A r a n d a ?

A r a n d a Jus t one th ing I j us t wan t to go ove r and make su re

I u n d e r s t a n d . Y o u h a d i n d i c a t e d t h a t y o u h a d a

weapon and you were aboard the p lane and your task

w a s t o s h o o t t h e p i l o t o n c e i t w a s i n t h e a i r .

L a y t o n Y e s , s i r .

A r a n d a The Presen tence Repor t i nd ica tes tha t you had ta l ked

t o J o n e s p r i o r t o t h i s i n c i d e n t a n d y o u s a i d w o r d s

t o t h e a f f e c t t h i s s h i t h a s t o s t o p , I l o v e y o u a n d

y o u ' l l b e p r o u d o f m e .

L a y t o n T h a t ' s , t h a t ' s w h a t J o n e s * a t t o r n e y s a i d J o h n s a i d

t h a t .

A r a n d a I d i d n ' t s a y t h a t . I t h i n k a t t h a t p o i n t J o n e s

w a n t e d t o m a k e s u r e t h a t t h e L a y t o n f a m i l y , h e w a s

a t w a r w i t h m y l i t t l e s i s t e r , w a s t e r r i b l e w i t h

a f t e r h e w a s l o n g g o n e . I d o n ' t r e c a l l s a y i n g t h a t .

A r a n d a N o w , w h o s e , y o u r i n s t r u c t i o n w a s t o k i l l t h e p i l o t

r i g h t ?

L a y t o n R i g h t .

A r a n d a A n d o n t h e o t h e r p l a n e , w h a t w a s t o h a p p e n w i t h t h e

o t h e r p l a n e .

L a y t o n I w a s n o t a w a r e a n y t h i n g w a s t o h a p p e n w i t h t h e

o t h e r p l a n e . O b v i o u s l y . . .

A r a n d a N o b o d y s a i d a n y t h i n g w o u l d h a p p e n t o t h e o t h e r

p l a n e ?

L a y t o n N o .
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D w y e r

I t d i d n ' t e n t e r y o u r m i n d i f y o u w e r e o n o n e a n d

y o u w e r e t o s h o o t t h e p i l o t w h a t w a s t o h a p p e n t o

t h e o t h e r .

No, because I was suppose to go on that plane with

t h e d e f e c t o r s a n d I d i d n o t k n o w a b o u t w h a t t h e y

w e r e g o i n g t o d o .

T h a t ' s a l l I h a v e .

Why don' t we ask Mr. Jones to make h is comments at

t h i s p o i n t . M r. J o n e s p u l l y o u r c h a i r u p a l i t t l e

b i t . O k a y M r . J o n e s .

O k a y , I ' m t r y i n g t o t h i n k h o w t o d o t h i s s o I c a n

s a y i t a s b r i e fl y a s p o s s i b l e . Yo u ' v e g o t m y l e t t e r

s o I w o n ' t g o o v e r w h a t I ' v e a l r e a d y w r i t t e n i n m y

l e t t e r . U m , I t h i n k t h e b e s t w a y t h a t I c a n g e t i t

a c r o s s i s t h a t fi r s t o f a l l I f o u g h t m y f a t h e r a s

s t r o n g l y a s a n y b o d y t h r o u g h o u t t h e t i m e t h a t I w a s

w i t h t h e Te m p l e w h i c h w a s a l l o f m y l i f e a n d I h a d

a n a t u r a l r e b e l l i o n t o m y f a t h e r a n d I s a w a l o t

t h a t L a r r y w a s n ' t p r i v y t o a n d a l o t o f p e o p l e

w e r e n ' t p r i v y t o a b o u t h o w h e d e c e i v e d a n d u s e d

p e o p l e a n d I ' v e s t r u g g l e d w i t h t h i s f o r a l o t o f

years and I know that with all that I fought him on

a n d a l l t h e t i m e s t h a t I w e n t a g a i n s t h i m , h a d I

b e e n t h e r e , I w o u l d h a v e d i e d t h e r e . A n d I c a n ' t

t e l l y o u I w o u l d n ' t h a v e b e e n a t t h e a i r s t r i p .

N o w r e p e a t t h a t f o r m e , I d i d n ' t c a t c h a l l o f i t .



J o n e s I f I h a d b e e n t h e r e , I k n o w I w o u l d h a v e d i e d t h e r e

a n d I c a n ' t t e l l y o u t h a t I w o u l d n ' t h a v e b e e n a t

t h e a i r s t r i p . A n d , u h , t h a t ' s v e r y h a r d f o r m e t o

say. Because l ook ing back a t t h i nk i ng how c razy
t h a t w a s . . .

D w y e r W e r e y o u b a c k i n t h e s t a t e s ?

J o n e s I w a s p l a y i n g b a s k e t b a l l i n J o n e s t o w n . I f y o u

b e l i e v e i t o r n o t , t h a t ' s a c t u a l l y w h a t w e w e r e

d o i n g . A l o t o f p e o p l e h a v e s p e c u l a t e d t h a t

s o m e t h i n g e l s e w a s u p a n d i t w a s n ' t . T h a t ' s n o t

h o w i t w o r k e d . A s a m a t t e r o f f a c t , t h e y h a d t o

d rag me in the re to p lay because I was a p i t i f u l

p l aye r. As a ma t te r o f f ac t , we we re asked , we we re

t o l d , o r d e r e d t o c o m e b a c k a n d I t o l d h i m t h a t I

wasn ' t go i ng t o do t ha t bu t anyway t ha t ' s bes i de t he

p o i n t . A n d t h e o n l y t h i n g t h a t I ' d l i k e t o , t h a t

I c a n b e s t e q u a t e t h e e x p e r i e n c e i n J o n e s t o w n

People's Temple, the best way I can describe it and

b r i e fl y i s t o p r i s o n b e c a u s e I s p e n t n e a r l y 3 m o n t h s

in a Guyanese p r i son and I 'm su re you may have an

i d e a b u t i t i s a h e l l h o l e . A n d w h e n I w a l k e d i n

the re w i th every th ing e lse tha t had happened knowing

t h a t I h a d n o b o d y t o c o m e o u t t o o r t h i n k i n g t h a t

I h a d n o b o d y t o c o m e o u t t o , I t h o u g h t I ' l l n e v e r

m a k e i t a d a y. I w o n ' t m a k e i t . A n d w i t h i n a w e e k

b e c a u s e I h a d n o a l t e r n a t i v e , I h a d l e a r n e d t o
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f u n c t i o n i n t h a t p r i s o n a n d t h a t ' s h o w b e s t I c a n

d e s c r i b e f o r y o u w h a t h a p p e n s i n a p l a c e l i k e

People's Temple. When you bel ieve what's crammed

down your throat about what 's in the outside world

a n d w h a t y o u ' l l b e f a c e d w i t h i f y o u l e a v e t h e

Temple and you have a dream and when you first come

t o t h e Te m p l e y o u s e e a b e a u t i f u l t h i n g , t h e r e ' s

i n t e g r a t i o n a n d p e o p l e t h a t s e e m t o b e l i v i n g i n

harmony so you buy into that dream and you commit
to t ha t d ream and once you ' ve done tha t , i t ' s a ve ry

p o w e r f u l t h i n g t h a t c o m m i t m e n t . A n d y o u l e a r n t o

f u n c t i o n a n d y o u d o t h i n g s t h a t y o u . . . l o o k i n g b a c k

I c a n ' t i m a g i n e s o m e o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t I l o o k e d t h e

o t h e r w a y f o r a n d w e n t a l o n g w i t h . A n d , i t ' s

i m p o s s i b l e f o r y o u t o u n d e r s t a n d u n l e s s y o u h a v e

e x p e r i e n c e d i t , b u t I e q u a t e i t b e s t t o p r i s o n . Yo u

l e a r n t o f u n c t i o n . H u m a n b e i n g s a r e r e s i l i e n t

c r e a t u r e s a n d m y g o o d n e s s , I h a d m u c h m o r e c o n t r o l

o v e r m y l i f e t h a n L a r r y d i d a n d I c a n ' t t e l l y o u

t h a t I w o u l d h a v e , I k n o w t h a t I w o u l d n ' t h a v e

s t o p p e d a n y t h i n g t h a t h a p p e n e d d o w n t h e r e a n d I

p r o b a b l y w o u l d h a v e p a r t i c i p a t e d i n i t . A n d t h e

o n l y o t h e r t h i n g I w a n t t o p o i n t o u t i s t h a t L a r r y

s p e n t t w o y e a r s i n a p r i s o n t h a t w o r d s c a n ' t

d e s c r i b e a n d i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e c o n d i t i o n s d o w n

t h e r e a n d I k n o w t h a t i n t h e t h r e e m o n t h s t h a t I
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spent there I stayed up much of the night killing
v e r m i n a n d w a s n o t a l l o w e d a b l a n k e t b e c a u s e t h e y

s a i d I w o u l d k i l l m y s e l f a n d w o r s e t h a n t h a t I w a s

in pr ison wi th a bunch of b lack. . . [ tape fl ipped

at th is point ] The worst part of pr ison for me and

I s a w l i t t l e o f L a r r y w h e n w e w e r e i n t h e r e b u t I

know tha t he was kep t i n the same, we were kep t i n

w h a t w a s c a l l e d t h e s t r o n g m a n c e l l s a n d t h e w o r s t

part of i t was that we were in prison with a bunch
o f b l a c k m e n w h o s e . . . t h e n e w s p a p e r t h a t t h e y w e r e

reading, which was government controlled, was saying

that white people took black people into the jungle

and pretty much exterminated them. And that made it

a w o r s e h e l l t h a n I c a n d e s c r i b e a n d h a d I b e e n

t h e r e a n o t h e r m o n t h , I h a d d e c i d e d t h a t I w a s g o i n g

t o t a k e m y l i f e . I c l i n g t o l i f e w i t h a v i g o r a n d

I c o u l d n ' t h a v e t a k e n a n y m o r e s o I c a n ' t i m a g i n e

b e i n g t h e r e t w o y e a r s a n d I w o u l d n ' t e q u a t e t w o

y e a r s i n a G u y a n e s e p r i s o n t o t w o y e a r s i n a n y

p r i s o n i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .

D w y e r O k a y , t h a n k y o u v e r y m u c h . A p p r e c i a t e y o u r c o m m e n t .

O k a y, M r. P i r e l l i w h y d o n ' t w e h a v e y o u r c o m m e n t s

a t t h i s p o i n t .

P i r e l l i O k a y . I w o u l d l i k e t o s u b m i t M r . D w y e r a n d M r .

A r a n d a t h a t w e h a v e a n o f f e n s e h e r e t h a t ' s l e s s

s e r i o u s t h a n t h e r a t e d o f f e n s e . I b a s e t h a t o n t h e
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f a c t t h a t L a r r y , i n t e r m s o f t h e o v e r a l l c o n d u c t ,

t h a t h a p p e n e d h e r e w a s s o m e w h a t p e r i p h e r a l l y

i n v o l v e d a n d c e r t a i n l y d i d n o t c o n t e m p l a t e w h a t t h e

o v e r a l l c o n d u c t w a s o r t h e fi n a l r e s u l t w o u l d b e .

I t h i n k t h a t ' s e v i d e n c e d b y J u d g e P e c k h a m ' s c o m m e n t s

w h e r e h e s t a t e s t h a t L a r r y w a s m i n o r r e l a t i v e t o

other conspirators and that he did not shoot at this

C o n g r e s s m a n ' s p l a n e o r p l a n t h e a t t a c k . I t h i n k

t h a t i t ' s e v i d e n c e d b y t h e v i c t i m s ' c o m m e n t s w h o

s t a t e t h a t L a r r y h i m s e l f w a s a v i c t i m a n d a f o l l o w e r

a n d t h a t t h i s i n c i d e n t w o u l d h a v e h a p p e n e d w i t h o r

w i t h o u t L a r r y L a y t o n . A n d fi n a l l y b y t h e j u r o r s *

c o m m e n t s , s o m e o f w h o m c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e y

f e l t t h e y h a d t o fi n d h i m t e c h n i c a l l y g u i l t y b u t

t h a t h e w a s r e a l l y a v i c t i m a n d t h a t t h e p u n i s h m e n t

s h o u l d r e fl e c t t h a t . I b e l i e v e t h a t t h e s e c o n d

c r i t e r i a w o u l d b e d i m i n i s h e d c a p a c i t y a n d I

r e c o g n i z e t h a t u n d e r t h e r e g u l a t i o n s t h a t g e n e r a l l y

s p e a k s o f a g e a n d i n t e l l i g e n c e l e v e l b u t I d o t h i n k

t h a t i t c a n b e e x t e n d e d i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n

i n t e r m s o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l ' s a b i l i t y t o f o r m u l a t e

a n y i n d e p e n d e n t t h o u g h t , w h i c h a g a i n w a s r e fl e c t e d

in Judge Peckham's comments when he ind ica ted tha t

t h e w h o l e s i t u a t i o n h e r e w a s t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f

i n d i v i d u a l w i l l a n d t h o u g h t p r o c e s s . T h e m o s t

i m p o r t a n t a r e a I b e l i e v e t h a t a l l o w s a n y d e p a r t u r e
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d o w n w a r d f r o m t h e g u i d e l i n e s w o u l d b e d u r e s s . I

s u b m i t t h a t t h e r e i s c o n fi r m e d e v i d e n c e t h i s d u r e s s

was ove r t l y exe rc i sed to fo rce h im to commi t the

o f f e n s e . T h i s a g a i n i s e v i d e n c e d b y s t a t e m e n t s f r o m

v i c t i m s , o t h e r m e m b e r s a n d j u r o r s . We ' r e t a l k i n g

b r a i n w a s h i n g a s t o t h e t h r e a t t o t h e o n l y k n o w n

w o r l d a n d b r a i n w a s h i n g a s t o t h e m a n i p u l a t i o n i n

g e n e r a l . T h e o n e t h i n g t h a t a l l o f t h e

psychiat r is ts who were involved in th is case agree

o n i s t h a t t h e r e w a s d u r e s s a n d c o e r c i o n . A n d e v e n

t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s m a i n p s y c h i a t r i s t s a i d , a n d I q u o t e

h i m , " t h e e v i d e n c e i s s t r o n g t h a t t h e d e f e n d a n t w a s

sub jec ted t o coe rc i ve pe rsuas ion " . I f u r t he r po in t
o u t a s L a r r y a n d y o u , M r . D w y e r , c o v e r e d e a r l i e r

that in Guyana where the law al lowed consideration

o f d u r e s s a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s t o a m o r e

b r o a d d e g r e e i n t e r m s o f m e n t a l c o m p e t e n c y a n d

m e n t a l c o m p e t e n c y n o t b e i n g t h e l e g a l i s s u e , t h a t

L a r r y w a s i n f a c t a c q u i t t e d a n d t h e fi n d i n g w a s t h a t

h e c o u l d n o t b e h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e i n t h a t

e n v i r o n m e n t . I t h i n k t h e r e w a s a l s o e x t r e m e

p r o v o c a t i o n a n d a g a i n I ' m n o t t a l k i n g a b o u t o n e o n

o n e p r o v o c a t i o n b u t r a t h e r t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l p r o c e s s

t h a t t o o k p l a c e r e l a t i v e t o t h e b r a i n w a s h i n g a n d

w h a t t h e s e p e o p l e w e r e a f r a i d w a s g o i n g t o h a p p e n

a s a r e s u l t o f d e f e c t o r s o r i n t e r f e r e n c e f r o m t h e
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o u t s i d e . I ' d a l s o s u b m i t t h a t L a r r y i s a b e t t e r

p a r o l e r i s k t h a n t h e g u i d e l i n e s i n d i c a t e a n d a g a i n

I r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h a t ' s g e n e r a l l y b a s e d o n t h a t t h e

S a l i e n t F a c t o r S c o r e i s n o t p r o p e r l y r e fl e c t e d a n d

o b v i o u s l y L a r r y h a s t h e b e s t s c o r e . B u t I t h i n k

t h a t w e c a n t a k e i t a g a i n a s t e p f u r t h e r a n d e x t e n d

t h a t p h i l o s o p h y a n d s a y t h a t n o t o n l y h a s L a r r y g o t

a l a c k o f r e c o r d b u t t h i s i n c i d e n t w a s a h o r r e n d o u s

i n c i d e n t t h a t w a s s i t u a t i o n a l i n n a t u r e , i t i s n e v e r

g o i n g t o o c c u r a g a i n a n d f o r t h a t r e a s o n I t h i n k

i t ' s a t h r o w b a c k t o a s s a u l t s a n d c r i m e s o f t h i s

na tu re t ha t use t o happen i n t he pas t and rec id i v i sm

o f s u c h o f f e n s e s w a s t h e l o w e s t o f a n y t y p e o f c r i m e

t h a t w a s c o m m i t t e d . I ' d a l s o p o i n t o u t t h a t I t h i n k

t h a t t h e t w o y e a r s o f c o n fi n e m e n t t h a t h e w e n t

th rough under dep lo rab le cond i t i ons i n Guyana shou ld

b e g i v e n n o t a d a y - f o r - d a y q u a l i fi c a t i o n b u t t h a t

h e s h o u l d b e g i v e n e x t r a c r e d i t f o r t h a t a n d I ' m n o t

g o i n g t o b e p r e t e n t i o u s e n o u g h t o s p e a k a b o u t t h a t ,

y o u h e a r d f r o m S t e p h a n a b o u t t h a t . B u t t h e j u d g e

a g a i n s a i d t h a t t h a t s h o u l d b e f a c t o r e d i n a n d t h a t

i s o n e o f t h e r e a s o n s I b e l i e v e h e s e t t h e p a r o l e

e l i g i b i l i t y a t 5 y e a r s a n d I a g a i n b e l i e v e t h a t h e

m e a n t r e a l t i m e s e r v e d a n d t h a t i t c o u l d p o s s i b l y

b e d o n e o n b e t t e r t h a n o n a d a y - f o r - d a y b a s i s . I

t h i n k t h a t y o u ' r e d e a l i n g w i t h t w o c o n s i d e r a t i o n s
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here. Mainly a danger to the community and I don't

b e l i e v e t h a t a l o t o f t i m e h a s t o b e s p e n t o n t h a t

because Lar ry was f ree on ba i l fo r a per iod o f 5

years and the o f fense occur red 13 years ago and

a g a i n w a s v e r y s i t u a t i o n a l . T h e r e w e r e n e v e r a n y

i n c i d e n t s w h e n L a r r y w a s o u t o n b a i l a n d

i n t e r e s t i n g l y a n d i m p o r t a n t l y e n o u g h t h e r e w a s n o

adverse communi ty reac t ion when he was out on ba i l .

I ' d s u b m i t t h a t t h e r e i s n o d i s p u t e a n d i n f a c t t h a t

t h e r e w a s n ' t a n y d i s p u t e a t t h e t i m e o f s e n t e n c i n g

a s t o w h e t h e r o r n o t L a r r y w a s a d a n g e r t o s o c i e t y.

T h i s a g a i n i s e v i d e n c e d b y t h e p s y c h i a t r i s t , b y t h e

j u d g e , b y t h e v i c t i m s , b y t h e j u r o r s a n d m o s t

s i g n i fi c a n t l y L o r e n B u d d r e s s , t h e P r o b a t i o n O f fi c e r

s a i d " M r . L a y t o n p o s e s n o t h r e a t t o a n y o n e a n d i s

n o t i n n e e d o f f u r t h e r r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . " T h a t ' s a l s o

t h e u n a n i m o u s o p i n i o n , a s I u n d e r s t a n d i t , w i t h t h e

s t a f f h e r e a t T e r m i n a l I s l a n d w h o h a v e c o m e i n

c o n t a c t w i t h L a r r y w h i l e h e ' s b e e n h e r e t r y i n g t o

s t r a i g h t e n h i m s e l f a r o u n d e m o t i o n a l l y i n t e r m s o f

e m p l o y a b i l i t y . I t h i n k , M r . D w y e r , y o u a r e c o r r e c t ,

you ind icated that what do we do now and what is an

a p p r o p r i a t e s e n t e n c e ? A n d a g a i n w e h a v e a v e r y

s e r i o u s o f f e n s e b u t I t h i n k t h a t i t h a s t o b e t a k e n

i n t h e c o n t e x t i n w h i c h i t o c c u r r e d . L a r r y ' s

c o n s p i r a c y w a s t o k e e p t h e J o n e s t o w n s e c r e t a n d a s
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a r e s u l t h e i s l e g a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e t o t a l i t y

o f w h a t h a p p e n e d . T h i s i s w h a t t h e j u r o r s , I

b e l i e v e , r e f e r t o w h e n t h e y s a y t h a t t h e y w e r e

l i m i t e d i n t e r m s o f t h e c o n v i c t i o n b u t s e v e r a l o f

t h e m s e n t l e t t e r s a n d p r a y e d f o r l e n i e n c y i n h i s

sentencing. He nei ther par t ic ipated and p lanned or

had any control over the total harm or conduct which

again was pointed out by Judge Peckham, and I think
i s t h e o t h e r r e a s o n J u d g e P e c l c h a m s e t t h e 5 y e a r

p a r o l e e l i g i b i l i t y. L a r r y ' s c o n d u c t w a s a i m e d a t

t h e d e f e c t o r s a n d i t w a s t h r o u g h h e b r a i n w a s h i n g ,

m i n d c o n t r o l , a n d c o e r c i v e p e r s u a s i o n p r o c e s s t h a t

h e b e l i e v e d , t r u l y , t h a t t h a t w a s a t h r e a t t o a l i f e

t h a t h e w r o n g l y b e l i e v e d w a s p o s i t i v e f o r h i m s e l f

a n d a l l t h e o t h e r m e m b e r s o f t h e Te m p l e . N o w, i s

a n y l o n g e r s e n t e n c e n e c e s s a r y i n t h i s c a s e t o

s a t i s f y s o c i e t y a n d t h e n e e d f o r j u s t i c e ? N o r m a l l y,

a s w e a l l w e l l k n o w , t h a t i s a v e r y v e r y d i f fi c u l t

d e t e r m i n a t i o n f o r y o u r g e n t l e m e n t o m a k e b e c a u s e i t

i s b a s i c a l l y s u b j e c t i v e , b u t i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c a s e

w e h a v e t h e s e n t e n c i n g j u d g e , t h e j u r o r s , i n e x c e s s

o f 6 0 l e t t e r s a n d m o s t i m p o r t a n t l y , v i c t i m s

t h e m s e l v e s t h a t h a v e a s k e d f o r l e n i e n c y i n t h i s

c a s e . J u d g e P e c k h a m a g a i n s e t t h e 5 y e a r

e l i g i b i l i t y a n d m a d e s t a t e m e n t s t h a t h e w a s n o t

c o n v i n c e d t h a t L a r r y w a s a n a c t i v e l e a d e r i n
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p lann ing the murde rs . A l l psych ia t r i s t s ag reed on

t h e d o m i n a t i o n o f M r . J o n e s , p o i n t i n g o u t t h a t t h e

whole concept was the destruct ion of individual wi l l

a n d t h a t ' s d e m o n s t r a t e d b y t h e f a c t t h a t w e

t r a g i c a l l y h a d 9 0 0 s u i c i d e s , s o m e o f w h i c h e v e n

o c c u r r e d i n a d i f f e r e n t p h y s i c a l l o c a t i o n , j u s t

d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h e p o w e r o f t h e m a n t h a t w a s

c o n t r o l l i n g t h e s i t u a t i o n . T h e n w e h a v e t h e

j u r o r s . . .

D w y e r W e ' r e c o v e r i n g t h e s a m e g r o u n d o v e r a n d o v e r . Te l l
m e s o m e t h i n g n e w.

P i r e l l i W e l l l e t m e g e t t o t h e m o s t s i g n i fi c a n t , t o t h e

a c t u a l b o t t o m l i n e . W e h a v e t h e v i c t i m s h e r e w h o

h a v e c o m e f o r t h o n L a r r y ' s b e h a l f . T h e r e i s To m

Bogue who was a shoo t i ng v i c t im and sa id La r r y

s h o u l d n e v e r h a v e b e e n t r i e d , h e w a s a s m u c h a

victim as anyone, I would have done the same thing.

A n d t h e r e i s m o s t s i g n i fi c a n t l y t h e t w o v i c t i m s t h a t

L a r r y i s i n v o l v e d i n d i r e c t l y w h o h e s h o t a t . T h e

fi r s t o n e i s V e r n o n G o s n e y w h o s a y s L a y t o n w a s

subject to a great deal of pressure and this should

b e t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t . H e n e e d e d R e v . J o n e s '

a p p r o v a l , h e i s a t o t a l l y d e s t r o y e d p e r s o n a n d

p r e s e n t s n o t h r e a t t o a n y o n e a n d M o n i k a B a g b y w h o

w a s t h e o t h e r d i r e c t v i c t i m s a y s t h a t s h e h a s n o

animosi ty for Mr. Layton and she says " I guess i f
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t h e s a y i n g e v e r y a p p l i e s , y o u h a d t o b e t h e r e t o

u n d e r s t a n d . " T h a t ' s t h e c r u x o f t h i s t h i n g . T h a t

y o u h a d t o b e t h e r e t o u n d e r s t a n d a n d t h e p e o p l e

t h a t w e r e t h e r e a n d t h e p e o p l e t h a t w e r e i n v o l v e d

h a v e c o m e f o r t h a n d h a v e a s k e d f o r l e n i e n c y . I

d o n ' t t h i n k t h e r e ' s e v e r p r o b a b l y b e e n a c a s e w h e r e

t w o d i r e c t v i c t i m s i n a n i n c i d e n t l i k e t h i s h a v e

c o m e f o r w a r d a n d a s k e d f o r l e n i e n c y . A n d i f t h e

v i c t i m s f e e l t h a t w a y t h e n c e r t a i n l y s o c i e t y a s a

w h o l e f e e l s t h a t w a y a n d i f t h e y d o n ' t , I s u b m i t

i t ' s o n l y b e c a u s e , a g a i n , y o u h a d t o b e t h e r e t o

unders tand wha t was happen ing and how i t re la tes to

c u l p a b i l i t y , r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a n d a p p r o p r i a t e

s e n t e n c e . W h a t w e ' r e a s k i n g f o r h e r e t o d a y b y

a s k i n g t h a t L a r r y b e p a r o l e d w i t h t h e t i m e t h a t h e

has a l r eady se rved , i s , I be l i eve , wha t eve ryone who

h a s b e e n c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h i s c a s e a n d b e e n c o n n e c t e d

w i t h L a r r y a n d w h o m o s t i m p o r t a n t l y u n d e r s t o o d t h e

s i t u a t i o n a s i t e x i s t s h a s a s k e d f o r , a n d I w o u l d

a s k y o u g e n t l e m e n t o p l e a s e c l o s e t h e b o o k o n t h i s

s i t u a t i o n a n d l e t e v e r y o n e g o o n . T h a n k y o u v e r y

m u c h .

D w y e r O k a y . M r . L a y t o n y o u ' r e t h e o n e w h o h a s t o s e r v e

t h e s e n t e n c e a n d n o t M r . A r a n d a o r m y s e l f o r y o u r

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o d a y . T h i s i s y o u r h e a r i n g , w h a t

d i d w e m i s s t h a t y o u w a n t e d t o s a y .
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I t h i n k y o u ' v e c o v e r e d a b s o l u t e l y e v e r y t h i n g a n d I

j us t wan t t o say t ha t I 'm mak ing a commi tmen t when

I d o l e a v e h e r e t o d o t h i n g s t o h e l p o t h e r p e o p l e

t o m a k e u p f o r t h e t r a g e d y t h a t I w a s i n v o l v e d i n

I ' m l o o k i n g a t t h e r e p o r t s h e r e . . . w h a t a r e t h e n a m e s

o f t h e t w o p e o p l e y o u k i l l e d .

T h e y a r e a l i v e .

I t w a s a t t e m p t e d m u r d e r .

That was Vern Gosney and Monica BagJ^sy.

T h e d e a t h s o c c u r r e d a t t h e o t h e r p l a n e .

A n d a g a i n , I r e p e a t t h o s e a r e t h e t w o p e o p l e t h a t

I j u s t r e f e r r e d t o .

O k a y i f y o u g e n t l e m e n w i l l s t e p o u t w e ' l l c a l l y o u

b a c k .

I w a n t e d t o a n s w e r a q u e s t i o n t h a t I d i d n ' t k n o w

w o u l d c o m e u p , t o t h i s g e n t l e m a n , I ' m s o r r y I ' v e

f o r g o t t e n y o u r n a m e . Yo u a s k e d a b o u t m y f a t h e r

s a y i n g t h a t h e s a i d t o t h e l a w y e r , I n e v e r k n e w

a b o u t t h a t s t a t e m e n t e v e r a n d I j u s t w a n t t o t e l l

y o u t h a t I ' v e h e a r d h i m m a n y t i m e s d o t h a t . H e

n e v e r a c c e p t e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r w h a t h e i n i t i a t e d ,

h e m a d e i t s o u n d l i k e i t w a s j u s t t h i s s t r e n g t h o f

l o y a l t y t h a t m a d e p e o p l e d o t h i n g s a n d t h e y

v o l u n t e e r e d t o d o t h e s e t h i n g s f o r h i m . A n d I

w a n t e d t o o f f e r t h a t a s a n e x p l a n a t i o n . H e d i d n ' t
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a c c e p t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r w h a t h e d i d . H e a l w a y s

sa id somebody e l se had the i dea .

[eve ryone l e f t and now came back i n ]

D w y e r H a v e a s e a t . O k a y , a s I i n d i c a t e d a t t h e b e g i n n i n g
o f t h e h e a r i n g w e w e r e g o i n g t o a d v i s e y o u w h e t h e r

o r n o t w e ' r e g o i n g t o r e f e r y o u r c a s e t o t h e

R e g i o n a l C o m m i s s i o n e r f o r o r i g i n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n

( s o u n d o b s c u r e s t h e v o i c e s ) a n d o u r b a s i s o f t h a t

i s t he l eng th o f sen tence , 45 yea rs o r mo re and t he

unusua l med ia a t t en t i on tha t you r case has rece i ved .

N o t j u s t t h e m e d i a a t t e n t i o n b u t a l s o t h e a t t e n t i o n

f o c u s s e d a r o u n d t h e v i c t i m s . S o , a s I i n d i c a t e d

e a r l i e r , i f y o u ' r e d e s i g n a t e d o r i g i n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n ,

y o u ' l l h e a r b a c k w i t h i n 3 w e e k s t h a t i t ' s b e e n

d e s i g n a t e d t h e n i t w i l l t a k e a n o t h e r c o u p l e o f

w e e k s , a b o u t 3 w e e k s b e f o r e y o u h e a r b a c k f o r t h e

fi n a l d e c i s i o n a n d , o f c o u r s e , y o u c a n a p p e a l t h a t

t o t h e e n t i r e C o m m i s s i o n . W e w e n t o v e r y o u r

G u i d e l i n e s , t h e y ' r e 1 0 0 p l u s m o n t h s , y o u ' v e s e r v e d

8 6 m o n t h s . M r . L a y t o n , w e ' v e v e r y c a r e f u l l y

c o n s i d e r e d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t y o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

h a v e s e n t i n y o u r b e h a l f , w e ' v e c o n s i d e r e d M r .

J o n e s ' s t a t e m e n t h e r e , w e ' v e g o n e b a c k o v e r t h e

p r e s e n t e n c e r e p o r t . W e fi n d t h i s c a s e t o b e o f

u n u s u a l m a g n i t u d e . W e d o n o t b e l i e v e w e s h o u l d

r e c o m m e n d p a r o l e a t t h i s t i m e . W e ' r e g o i n g t o
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r e c o m m e n d a m a x i m u m c o n t i n u a n c e . T h e m a x i m u m

continuance is a 15 year reconsiderat ion hearing in

June 2000. Now, your gu ide l ines a re 100 p lus months

and we bel ieve we should exceed your guidel ine range

by more than 48 months. The Commission says if you
h a v e a c a t e g o r y 8 o f f e n s e i f y o u g o m o r e t h a n 4 8

m o n t h s a b o v e t h e m i n i m u m , i n o t h e r w o r d s 1 4 9 m o n t h s

o r 1 5 0 m o n t h s o r w h a t e v e r y o u g o , i f y o u g o 4 8

mon ths above tha t m in imum, we have to g i ve spec i fic

r e a s o n s . T h e r e a s o n w e ' r e g o i n g m o r e t h a n t h a t i s

t h a t t h e r e w e r e m u l t i p l e v i c t i m s w h o w e r e m u r d e r e d

i n t h i s e n t i r e i n c i d e n t a n d t h e r e w e r e a n a t t e m p t

o f m u l t i p l e m u r d e r s o f o t h e r s , e s p e c i a l l y b y y o u .

S o w e b e l i e v e t h i s c a s e i s o f u n u s u a l m a g n i t u d e s o

t h a t ' s t h e r e a s o n w e ' r e g i v i n g y o u t h e m a x i m u m

cont inuance tha t can be g iven by the Commiss ion per

i t s r e g u l a t i o n s a t t h i s t i m e . N o w , w h a t e v e r c o m e s

b a c k c a n n o t b e a n y m o r e t h a n t h a t . I t c o u l d b e l e s s

t h a n t h a t . W e w i l l s e e y o u a g a i n i n t w o y e a r s .

You 've done ex t reme ly we l l , we have no quar re ls w i th

y o u r i n s t i t u t i o n a l a d j u s t m e n t . I t ' s j u s t t h a t w e

d o n o t f e e l t h a t w e c a n p a r o l e y o u a f t e r s u c h a

s h o r t p e r i o d o f t i m e . N o w, w h a t e v e r c o m e s b a c k , i f

y o u f e e l t h a t w e r e t r e a t e d u n f a i r l y o r a n e r r o r h a s

been made, by a l l means exerc ise your appea l r igh ts .

Thank you ve ry much fo r coming in .
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L a y t o n T h a n k y o u .
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I N I T I A L H E A R I N G S U M M A R Y

Cassette Number; 86347
Name: LAYTON, Laurence John Sever i ty Category: 8 SFS: 10
R e g . N u m b e r : 2 0 7 5 2 - 0 5 3 G u i d e l i n e R a n g e : 1 0 0 +

Inst i tut ion: FCI Terminal Is land Recommended Release; 15 Yr Recon.Hrq

H e a r i n g D a t e : 6 / 4 / 9 1 A f t e r s e r v i c e o f 2 M o n t h s .
H e a r i n g P a n e l : D w y e r / A r a n d a

pcm 6/12791
I. The panel has discussed the prisoner's severity rating, salient factor '
s c o r e a n d g u i d e l i n e s w i t h t h e p r i s o n e r. Th e p r i s o n e r a d m i t s t o t h e
d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e o f f e n s e b e h a v i o r , s a l i e n t f a c t o r s c o r e i t e m s a n d t h e
g u i d e l i n e r a n g e .

Subject indicates that he has difficulty recalling some of the events
occurring and does remember being given a firearm and being told that oncethe plane was in the air that he was to kill the pilot. Subject states that
he was told by one of the Jim Jones' trusted lieutenants to kill the pilot
t o c a u s e t h e p l a n e t o c r a s h a n d t o k i l l t h e d e f e c t o r s t h a t w e r e o n t h e
plane. Subject states that he does not remember shooting the people on the
plane, but does not deny that he shot them. He bel ieves that i t has been
wel l establ ished that he ^ id in fact shoot them, but he is unable to recal l
the shooting. Subject states that he was not aware that Congressman Ryan
and his party were to be ambushed by Jones' followers and that he had no way
participated in the shooting at the other plane. Subject states that he wasnot aware that any harm was to come to Congressman Ryan and others in that
he thought the visit with Congressman Ryan had gone rather well. Subject
states that he was blindly following the instructions given to him and he
though t t he i ns t ruc t i ons had come f rom J im Jones .

Subject s ta tes that he had been an av id fo l lower of J im Jones for a
number of years working full time, devoting considerable time and monies to
the Peoples Temple and eventually traveling to South America to be with Jim
Jones. Subject states that he is very remorseful for having participated in
the instant offense and realizes his actions were completely wrong. Subject
indicates that because of the passage of time and the way that he has
conducted himself in recent years, he believes that he can be a contributing
member to society and requests that he be released at this time.

II. MODIFICATIONS/ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS FROM PREHEARING ASSESSMENT:

N o n e .

I I I . I N S T I T U T I O N A L F A C T O R S :

( a ) D i s c i p l i n e :

Sub jec t has ma in ta i ned a c l ea r conduc t r eco rd .
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( b ) P r o g r a m A c h i e v e m e n t :

S u b j e c t h a s w o r k e d i n t h e E d u c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t , M e c h a n i c a lServices, and is currently assigned to Psychology Services as an orderly.
Subject has been very act ive in the Academic Program tak ing Stress
Management courses. Chemical Dependency, Compulsive Addiction Behavior and
Dis funct iona l Fami ly courses. Vocat iona l Tra in ing in Const ruc t ion and
Hearing and Air Condit ioning and Intellectual Pursuits. Subject also hasbeen involved in an Apprentice Printing Program and subject volunteers to
print posters for the Recreation Department. Subject gets along well with
staff and has not presented any problems.

I V. F I N E S / R E S T I T D T I O N :

N / A

V . R E L E A S E P L A N S :

S u b j e c t p r o p o s e s t o r e t u r n t o P i e d m o n t , C a l i f , w h e r e h e w i l l r e s i d e
wi th h is s is te r and bro ther - in - law. Sub jec t was invo lved in the rea l es ta te
field previously and alSjq has part icipated in computer science and art
classes. Subject hopes to be employed in the computer field when* he is^ r e l e a s e d .

V I . R E P R E S E N T A T I V E :

S u b j e c t h a d t w o r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

The first representative was the son of Jim Jones, Stephen Jones of San
Rafael, Calif. Mr. Jones referred to his letter and stated that he fought
w i t h h i s f a t h e r a s s t r o n g l y a s a n y o n e a n d h i s f a t h e r d e c e i v e d a n d u s e d
o t h e r s . I f h e h a d b e e n o n t h e s c e n e h e w o u l d h a v e d i e d l i k e t h e o t h e r s a n d
may have been involved in the airfield incident. At the t ime, Mr. Jones was
involved in the sporting match in Georgetown and was later arrested, but
r e l e a s e d .

He describes his life in the Peoples Temple like being in a prison and
that he learned to function within the Temple. Initially, the Peoples
Temple looked like a great dream, but he went along with it, but thingswere not as they were made to believe. He specifically noted that subject
has spent 2 years in prison in Ghana under very horrible conditions and was
in prison with black men whose Government newspaper reported that the group
had taken blacks into the jungle and ki l led them.

Mr. Jones indicates that prior to his being released from prison in
Ghana, he seriously thought of taking his life and it is quite obvious that
Mr. Jones bel ieves that subject should be considered for early release.

The second rep resen ta t i ve was Ar t Per r i l l i , A t to rney, San F ranc isco ,
C s l i f . M r. P e r i l l i p o i n t e d o u t t h a t h e a n d M r. B e l l h a v e p r e s e n t e d
c o n s i d e r a b l e m a t e r i a l f o r t h e C o m m i s s i o n t o c o n s i d e r i n t h i s c a s e . M r.
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P e r i l l i b e l i e v e s t h a t t h i s i s a n o f f e n s e w h i c h i s l e s s s e r i o u s t h a n a s
rated. He does not believe that subject contemplated the seriousness of the
offense and the incident would have happened whether subject was there or
not. He believes that subject was suffering from diminshed mental capacity
due to the elimination of will by Jim Jones over subject and others.
Subject's behavior was subjected to stress as pointed out by statements of
witnesses, Juarez, etc. and there was cursiveness and that subject was
acquitted by the Ghana Government on the basis of brain-washing. Hebelieves that subject is a better risk than indicated by the salient factor
score in that he has a complete lack of prior record and that the offense j
w a s s i t u a t i o n a l .

Subject spent 2 years in prison in another country which should beviewed as extra credit to release subject earlier. He notes that the Judge
gave subject a parole eligibility date after the service of 5 years. Theoffense occurred some 13 years ago and the subject presented no problems
whatsoever while on bail for the instant offense. There is no dispute as to
the subject being a threat to the community and quite to the contrary,
according to quotes by the USPO in the PSI. Subject has performed extremelywell during this commitment and the jurors prayed for leniency for subject
a n d s u b j e c t ' s c o n d u c t t o w a r d s t h e d e f e c t o r s .

• Perrilli does not believe that more time in custody is necessary
and the victim (shooting victims of subject) have come forward and asked for
leniency for subject. They have written in in subject's behalf and one
s ta ted tha t " you have to be the re to unders tand" . A t th i s t ime , Mr.
Perr i l l i i s ask ing that subject be cons idered for immediate re lease.

There was another representat ive present , Frank Bel l , but he d id not
make any statements during the hearing.

V I I . E V A L U A T I O N ;

S u b j e c t i s s e r v i n g a L i f e s e n t e n c e f o r a m o s t s e r i o u s o f f e n s e t h a toccurred outside the continental U.S. and in a foreign country. Subject
claims to have been given orders by the head of the Peoples Temple through
a lieutenant to board an aircraft that was taking defectors from the Peoples
Temple and subject was to kill the pilot in flight and cause the plane tocrash killing all on board. Subject was quite willing to give up his life
for Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple and subject did in fact begin to shoot
passengers on board the a i rcra f t pr ior to i ts tak ing off .

In addition to the shooting by subject, a U.S. Congressman and numerous
others were fired upon resu l t ing in a la rge number o f deaths. Later,
members o f t he Peop les Temp le a t t he d i r ec t i on o f i t s l eade r commi t t ed
suicide. This is an extremely serious offense and subject had been a blind
follower of Jim Jones for a number of years despite his having been
humil iated by Jim Jones, subject remained fai thful .

This case is being referred to the Regional Commissioner for Original
J u r i s d i c t i o n c o n s i d e r a t i o n b a s e d o n t h e u n u s u a l m e d i a a t t e n t i o n t h e c a s e i s
receiving, including the assassination of a Congressman, numerous victims
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dying and subject serving a lengthy term of more than 45 years. Subject hasnow served slightly more than 7 years in custody and the panel does not
b e l i e v e t h a t a c c o u n t a b i l i t y h a s b e e n f u l fi l l e d i n t h i s c a s e a n d i s
recommending that sub ject be g iven the maximum cont inuance.

V I I I . PA N E L R E C O M M E N D AT I O N :

1. Refer to Regional Commissioner for Original Jurisdiction consideration.
2. Continue for a 15 year Reconsideration Hearing in June, 2006.
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M e m o r a n d u m

S u b j e c t D a t e

L a y t o n , L a u r e n c e J o h n 6 / 2 7 / 9 1
R e g . N o . 2 0 7 5 2 - 0 5 3
F C I T e r m i n a l I s l a n d

N a t i o n a l C o m m i s s i o n e r s Victor M.F. R^es
A c t i n g C o m m i s s i o n e r
W e s t e r n R e g i o n a l O f fi c e

This case is referred pursuant to 28 C.F.R. 2.17(b)(3) and (4)
u n u s u a l n o t o r i e t y a n d l i f e s e n t e n c e c a s e .

Reg iona l Commiss ione r ' s Eva lua t i on , Orde r and Vo te :

S u b j e c t r e c e i v e d a 4 2 0 5 ( B ) ( 1 ) l i f e s e n t e n c e , w i t h a m i n i m u m
term of 5 years for Aiding and Abetting the Murder of a
Congressman. He also received three addit ional 15 year (b)(1)
sentences, with a minimum of 5 years, for Conspiracy to Kill a
Congressman; Conspiracy to Ki l l an Internat ional ly Protected
Person; and Aiding and Abetting the Attempted Murder of an
International ly Protected Person. The 15 year sentences were
t o r u n c o n c u r r e n t w i t h e a c h o t h e r a n d w i t h t h e l i f e s e n t e n c e ^
At the t ime of h is in i t ia l hear ing at FCI Terminal Is land,
subject had been in federal custody for a total of 86 months.
T h e i n s t a n t o f f e n s e o c c u r r e d o n 11 / 1 8 / 7 8 . M a t e r i a l w o u l d
reflect that subject was a member of the People's Temple
headed by Jim Jones and had traveled to Jonestown, Guyana, and
was there when Congressman Ryan and other ind iv iduals f rom h is
o ffice and the hews med ia a r r i ved in November 1978 . On
11/18/78, when Congressman Ryan and other "defectors" were
p r e p a r i n g t o l e a v e s u b j e c t s a i d t o J i m J o n e s " T h i s s h o u l d h a v e
g o t t e n s t o p p e d . I l o v e y o u , y o u w i l l b e p r o u d o f m e . "
S u b j e c t t h e n b o a r d e d o n e o f t h e t w o a i r c r a f t a n d w h e n
q u e s t i o n e d a b o u t h i s d e f e c t i o n , h e s t a t e d " I h a t e J i m J o n e s .
I want to get out of Jonestown." The plan was to kil l the
pi lot af ter the plane had taken off thus causing i t to crash,
k i l l ing everyone onboard. However, p r io r to take o f f , o ther
individuals began firing at the second plane on which the
Congressman was to board. The Congressman, along with several
others, was ki l led. Subsequently, he began shoot ing at
individuals on the plane on which he was riding, prior to take
off, wounding two of them and was subsequently disarmed before
h e c o u l d fi r e a t h i r d t i m e .



A s a r e s u l t o f t h e o v e r a l l b e h a v i o r , s e v e r a l i n d i v i d u a l s w e r e
murdered. Specifically, Congressman Ryan, three newsmen, one
defector, and Patt i Parks. On 11/21/78, subject made the
s t a t e m e n t t a k i n g f u l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r a l l t h e d e a t h s a n d
injuried that took place at the Port Kaituma airstrip.

Subject received his in i t ia l hear ing at PCI Terminal Is land on
6/4 /91 . The examiners recommended tha t he be con t inued fo r a
15 yea r r econs ide ra t i on hea r i ng i n June 2006 and re fe r red t he
c a s e f o r O r i g i n a l J u r i s d i c t i o n c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

The case has drawn a great deal of news media coverage and is
still very much the interest of the sentencing judge. Judge
Robert F. Peckham. There is a letter dated 6/14/91 from Judge
Peckham which goes into great detail pertaining to the fact
t h a t s u b j e c t w a s t o t a l l y u n d e r t h e i n fl u e n c e o f J i m J o n e s a n d
because of the total influence Jones had over subject and
others, that subject should be released at or near his parole
e l i g i b i l i t y d a t e .

T h e r e i s n o q u e s t i o n t h a t s u b j e c t w a s u n d e r t h e i n fl u e n c e a n d
v e r y p o s s i b l y u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l o f J i m J o n e s t o t h e e x t e n t o f
being completely brain washed by Jones, However, an analogy
t o t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n w o u l d b e t o c o m p a r e t h i s c a s e w i t h
the circumstances surrounding Adolph Hitler and the
c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t l e a d t o W o r l d W a r I I , H i t l e r ' s i n fl u e n c e
ove r m i l l i ons o f peop le wh i ch l ead t o t he wa r and he inous
b e h a v i o r i n c l u d i n g t h e m a s s a c r e o f m i l l i o n s o f J e w s . T h e s e
individuals were subsequently prosecuted at the Nuremberg
t r i a l s a n d w e r e f o u n d g u i l t y a n d s e n t e n c e d . T h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s
were obviously influenced to commit the crimes they did by
their leadership but they were subsequently held accountable.
I n m y o p i n i o n , t h e r e i s l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h i s c a s e
and that of the one described above and see no reason why
subject should not be held accountable. His adjustment in the
i n s t i t u t i o n h a s b e e n i m p e c c a b l e . D u e t o t h e s e r i o u s n e s s o f
the or ig ina l o f fense, I be l ieve sub ject should be he ld to ta l ly
a c c o u n t a b l e f o r h i s b e h a v i o r .

M y o r d e r a n d v o t e a r e a s f o l l o w s :

1. Refer to the National Commissioners for Original
J u r i s d i c t i o n c o n s i d e r p u r s u a n t t o 2 8 C . F. R . 2 . 1 7 ( b ) ( 3 ) a n d
( 4 ) .

2 . C o n t i n u e f o r a 1 5 y e a r r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n h e a r i n g i n J u n e
2 0 0 6 .



C . R e a s o n s ;

Your offense behavior is rated as Category Eight because it
involved conspiracy to kill a Congressman. Your salient
factor score is 10. You have been in federal confinement as a
resul t of your behavior for a tota l of 86 months. Guidel ines
established by the Commission indicate a range of 100+ months
to be served for cases with a good institutional adjustment
a n d p r o g r a m a c h i e v e m e n t .

A decision more than 48 months above the minimum guideline
range is warranted because there were multiple victims who
were murdered and there was attempted murder of others.

As required by law, you have been scheduled for a statutory
i n t e r i m h e a r i n g i n J u n e 1 9 9 3 .

V M F R / N S / h j



F I N D I N G S

L A Y T O N , L a w r e n c e J o h n
R e g . N o . 2 0 7 5 2 - 0 5 3

T h i s c a s e h a s b e e n r e t u r n e d t o m y d e s k a l o n g w i t h d o c u m e n t s
s u b m i t t e d b y A t t o r n e y F r a n k B e l l f o r m y r e v i e w a s e c o n d t i m e ,
b e c a u s e I d i d n o t h a v e t h e F r a n k B e l l i n f o r m a t i o n b e f o r e m e w h e n L

^ f irst ̂ eĉ ded on tĥ case.
I h a v e a g a i n t h o r o u g h l y r e v i e w e d t h i s c a s e a l o n g w i t h t h e c o m m e n t s
o f t h e v i c t i m s c o n t a i n e d i n t h e P S I , a s w e l l a s t h e l e t t e r s f r o m
t h e v i c t i m s , j u r o r s , a n d o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n i n t h e o r i g i n a l fi l e ,
a s w e l l a s t h a t s u b m i t t e d b y A t t o r n e y P r a n k B e l l .

I originally voted with Commissioner Reyes and the panel for a 15-
year reconsiderat ion hear ing in the year 2006. I am modi fy ing my
v o t e t h i s d a t e b e l i e v i n g t h a t t h e s e r v i c e o f 2 0 y e a r s , a
d e t e r m i n a t e p a r o l e d a t e , i s a m i n i m a l l y a c c e p t a b l e d a t e f o r t h e
p u r p o s e s o f a c c o u n t a b i l i t y a n d p u n i s h m e n t .

T h i s i s a h i g h l y u n u s u a l c a s e . W h a t s i g n i fi c a n t l y d i s t i n g u i s h e s
t h i s c a s e f r o m o t h e r s w h e r e i n a m u r d e r w a s a t t e m p t e d i s t h a t t h e r e

overwhelming mit igat ing c i rcumstances presented by the v ict ims,
^ jurors, and others who have been very close to this offense by^ personal experience, or by extensively being involved in the trial

p r o c e e d i n g s .

T h e r e a r e m a n y a r g u m e n t s p r e s e n t e d i n t h i s c a s e r e g a r d i n g
d i m i n i s h e d m e n t a l c a p a c i t y , s u b j e c t b e i n g " b r a i n w a s h e d , " a n d s o
fo r th . I do no t t o ta l l y "buy - i n " t o t hose a rgumen ts , and my v iew
i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f C o m m i s s i o n e r R e y e s .

I do , however, accep t the v iews o f those who have been deep ly
i n v o l v e d i n t h e o f f e n s e a n d a s v i c t i m s a n d o b s e r v e r s o f t h e t r i a l ,
t h a t M r . L a y t o n s h o u l d n o t b e h e l d f o r t h e m a x i m u m t h a t t h e l a w
w o u l d a l l o w h i s s e n t e n c e t o r e q u i r e , a n d I b e l i e v e t h a t
c o n s i s t e n c y w i t h o t h e r v o t e s o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n w o u l d m a n d a t e a
v o t e f o r t h e s e r v i c e o f n o t m o r e t h a n 2 0 y e a r s .

I t i s c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t o n a p p e a l , h a v i n g t h e b e n e fi t a n d
o p p o r t u n i t y o f a n o p e n d i s c u s s i o n w i t h t h e o t h e r P a r o l e
C o m m i s s i o n e r s , t h a t I w o u l d v o t e f o r a l e s s e r d a t e . D u e t o t h e
r e l a t e d e v e n t s s u r r o u n d i n g M r . L a y t o n ' s s p e c i fi c a c t s ( t h e d e a t h
a n d s u f f e r i n g o f m a n y o t h e r p e r s o n s ) , I c a n n o t a t t h i s t i m e fi n d a
j u s t i fi c a t i o n f o r t h e s e r v i c e o f l e s s t h a n 2 0 y e a r s .

C O M M I S S I O N E R : D A T E :



U.S. l^partment or Justice
United States Parole Commission
Chew Chase. MD 20815

Notice of Act?

N a m e L A Y T O N f L a w r e n c e

R e g i s t e r N u m b e r 2 0 7 5 2 - 0 5 3

In the case of the above-named parole aciior. was ordered:

I n s t i t u t i o n T e r m i n a l I s l a n d

Continue for a presumptive parole after the service of 240 months on April 4,
2 0 0 4 . ^

R E A S O N S :

Your offense behavior has been rated as Category Eight severity because it''
i nvo lved a consp i racy to k i l l a congressman. Your sa l ien t fac to r score i s 10 .
You have been in federal confinement as a result of your behavior for a total
o f 86 mon ths . Gu ide l i nes es tab l i shed by t he Commiss ion wh i ch cons ide r t he
above fac tors ind ica te a gu ide l ine range o f 100+ months to be served before
release for cases with good institutional adjustment and program achievement.
Af ter rev iew of a l l re levant factors and informat ion presented, a decis ion
outs ide the gu ide l ines a t th is cons idera t ion i s no t found war ran ted .

SALIENT FACTOR SCORE (SFS-81): Your sal ient factor score i tems have been
c o m p u t e d a s s h o w n b e l o w. F o r a n e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e s a l i e n t f a c t o r s c o r e
i t e m s , s e e t h e r e v e r s e s i d e o f t h i s f o r m .

"^TEM A[ 3 ]; B[ 2 ]; C[ 2 r> ( ); D[ 1 ]; E[ 1 ]; F[ 1 ]; Total[ 10 ]
*If five or more prior commitments, place an *x' in the parenthesis in Item C.
After review of all relevant factors and information presented, a decision
more than 48 months above the minimum guideline range is warranted because
there were multiple victims who were murdered and there were attempted murders
o f o t h e r s .

As required by law, you have also been scheduled for a statutory interim
h e a r i n g d u r i n g J u n e 1 9 9 3 .

Appeals Procedure:
—_ The above decision is appealable to the National Appeals Board under 28 C.F.R. 2.26;

T^he above is an original jurisdiction decision, and is appealable to the Commission under 28 C.F.R. 2.27;
THE ABOVE DECISION IS NOT APPEALABLE.

A u g u s t 2 9 , 1 9 9 1
(Date of Notice) (Region) ( N a t i o n a l C o m m i s s i o n e r s )

U . S . . P « A « t M O f f i c e r « ( i C e m m i s s i o o . ( )̂ F0IA

- o v


