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B A C K G R O U N D

On March 2, 1919, Mr. John L. Baine, Health and Welfare

Agency, Depar tment o f Soc ia l Serv ices , Lega l A f fa i rs , wro te to

Deputy At torney General Timothy Reardon wi th the fo l lowing

r e q u e s t :

" P u r s u a n t t o o u r r e c e n t t e l e p h o n e c o n v e r s a t i o n , w e a r e

f o r w a r d i n g t o y o u i n v e s t i g a t i v e r e p o r t s r e g a r d i n g t h e

P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e a n d s o m e o f i t s m e m b e r s . T h e r e p o r t s

i n d i c a t e n u m e r o u s a l l e g a t i o n s o f m i s c o n d u c t w h i l e t h e

i n d i v i d u a l s w e r e i n C a l i f o r n i a . [ 1 | ] W e a r e r e q u e s t i n g

y o u i n v e s t i g a t e t h e s e a l l e g a t i o n s . W e h a v e a d d i t i o n a l

h i s t o r i c a l Þ l e s a v a i l a b l e f o r y o u r r e v i e w . F o r f u r t h e r

a s s i s t a n c e , p l e a s e c o n t a c t M u r i e l E v e n s o f t h e l e g a l

s t a f f a t 4 8 5 - 0 3 2 1 ( A T S S ) . "

T h e " i n v e s t i g a t i v e r e p o r t s " t o w h i c h M r . B a i n e r e f e r r e d ,

c o n s i s t e d o f a o n e - p a g e r e p o r t e n t i t l e d " c o n Þ d e n t i a l c o m p l a i n t

r e p o r t " . T h e c o m p l a i n t r e p o r t n o t e s :

" C o n c e r n h a s b e e n e x p r e s s e d t h a t d e p e n d e n t w a r d s o f t h e

c o u r t s m a y h a v e b e e n p l a c e d w i t h f o s t e r c a r e p a r e n t s w h o

may have been members o f the church and have taken the

c h i l d r e n t o t h e c h u r c h ' s f a r m i n S o u t h A m e r i c a . [ I I ]

I Denn is Denny, D i rec tor o f Soc ia l Serv ices (we l fa re) o f
M e n d o c i n o C o u n t y h a s b e e n c o n d u c t i n g a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n

a n d h a s i n f o r m a t i o n . T e l e p h o n e : ( 7 0 7 ) 4 6 8 - 4 4 5 1 . "

T h e o n e - p a g e c o n Þ d e n t i a l c o m p l a i n t r e p o r t i s d a t e d

i O c t o b e r 2 5 , 1 9 7 7 . T h e s e c o n d d o c u m e n t i s a s i x - p a g e r e p o r t o f
I
i the inves t iga t ion in i t ia ted in response to the October 25 , 1977,
J
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c o n Þ d e n t i a l c o m p l a i n t r e p o r t , t h e s i X ' - p a g e r e p o r t s u b m i t t e d b y

J . C . Or t i z (he re ina f te r Or t i z Repor t ) i s da ted June 6 , 1978 .
r

The report summarizes information provided by informants whom Mr.

Or t i z ques t ioned in Mendoc ino Coun ty re la t i ve to impropr ie t ies

al legedly committed by People's Temple and i ts members, as wel l

as background informat ion on the establ ishment of People 's Temple

in Mendocino County; i ts subsequent moves, Þrst to San

Franc isco, then to Guyana, South Amer ica . The repor t o f fe rs the

f o l l o w i n g c o n c l u s i o n :

" T h e r e i s e v i d e n c e w h i c h i n d i c a t e s t h a t i r r e g u l a r i t i e s

do exist within board and care homes operated by* members

o f t h e P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e . T h e s e i r r e g u l a r i t i e s i n c l u d e

the embezzlement of resident funds, which has been

r e f e r r e d t o t h e M e d i - C a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n U n i t . . I c u r r e n t

l y f e e l t h a t t o c o n t i n u e t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n w i t h o u t t h e

aid of the Uni ted States Bureau of Special Counsular

Services would involve extensive t ime and money, as wel l

a s a d u p l i c a t i o n o f i n v e s t i g a t i v e s e r v i c e s . "

Inves t iga tor Or t i z recommended tha t the inves t iga t ion be c losed

and that the health agency extend help and cooperat ion to the

federal agencies then investigating Jim Jones and People's

T e m p l e .

T h e Þ n a l d o c u m e n t s u b m i t t e d b y M r . B a i n e c o n s i s t s o f a

single-page memorandum from Philip j, Manriquez, Deputy Director,

Planning and Review Division, Department of Social Services,

Health and Welfare Agency, to John Baine advising that the

Mendocino County Welfare Director, Dennis Denny, had provided the



name of James R. Randolph, Jr., alleging that Randolph was a

Temple member assigned to divert welfare warrant monies into the

People 's Temple organizat ion. The document a l leges that James

Randolph had been gather ing wel fare warrants, deposi t ing them in

a c c o u n t s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a n d t r a n s m i t t i n g t h e f u n d s t o

Guyana . Mr. Manr iquez reques ted , "p lease exp lo re the poss ib i l i t y

o f h a v i n g t h e A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l c o n d u c t a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f M r .

Randolph and his activities between March 1977 and the Guyana

i n c i d e n t . "

B y m e m o r a n d u m d a t e d A p r i l 2 4 , 1 9 7 9 , A s s i s t a n t A t t o r n e y

G e n e r a l E d w a r d P. O ' B r i e n , n o t e d t h a t t h e A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l ' s

O f Þ c e w a s t h e n " c o n d u c t i n g a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h e P e o p l e ' s

Te m p l e i n t w o a r e a s : ( 1 ) t h e i r a l l e g e d p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n m a s s i v e

v o t e r f r a u d a n d ( 2 ) m i s c o n d u c t b y P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e m e m b e r a n d

A s s i s t a n t D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y T i m S t o e n " . M r . O ' B r i e n t h e n

d i r e c t e d t h a t a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n b e c o m m e n c e d t o l o o k

" i n t o t h e p l a c e m e n t o f f o s t e r c h i l d r e n i n t o P e o p l e ' s

Te m p l e , t h e l i c e n s i n g a n d o p e r a t i o n o f t h e s e f a c i l i t i e s ,

a n d t h e r e m o v a l o f t h e f o s t e r c h i l d r e n t o G u y a n a . T h e

i n v e s t i g a t i o n w o u l d h a v e a d u a l r o l e : ( 1 ) d e t e r m i n i n g

w h e t h e r a n y i n d i v i d u a l s w e r e i n v o l v e d i n c r i m i n a l c o n

d u c t r e l a t e d t o f o s t e r c h i l d r e n a n d a l s o w h e t h e r a n y

p u b l i c o f Þ c i a l s s h o u l d b e r e m o v e d f r o m o f Þ c e d u e t o

m a l f e a s a n c e , m i s f e a s a n c e , o r n o n f e a s a n c e ; ( 2 ) a n i n v e s

t i g a t i o n o f t h e p l a c e m e n t , h a n d l i n g , a n d l i c e n s i n g

i n v o l v e d i n t h e f o s t e r c h i l d s y s t e m f o c u s i n g o n w h e t h e r

a n d w h e r e t h e s y s t e m f a i l e d i n c l u d i n g r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

3 .



f o r c h a n g e s i n c u r r e n t p r a c t i c e s , r e g u l a t i o n s , a n d / o r

c h a n g e s i n t h e l e g i s l a t i o n , "

T h e A p r i l 2 4 , 1 9 7 9 , m e m o r a n d u m d i r e c t e d t h a t a s e c o n d

a s p e c t o f t h e a s s i g n m e n t w o u l d b e t o c o n t a c t t h e M e n d o c i n o C o u n t y

G r a n d J u r y t o d e t e r m i n e t h e s t a t u s o f t h e i r i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n d

Þ n d i n g s w i t h r e g a r d t o a l l e g a t i o n s o f m i s h a n d l i n g o f w e l f a r e

f u n d s b y t h e P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e .

S C O P E O F I N Q U I R Y

P a r t I o f t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i v e r e p o r t a d d r e s s e s w h e t h e r

p u b l i c o f Þ c i a l s ( p r i m a r i l y w i t h i n t h e C a l i f o r n i a D e p a r t m e n t o f

H e a l t h / B e n e Þ t P a y m e n t s / S o c i a l S e r v i c e s ) w e r e r e m i s s i n t h e i r

h a n d l i n g o f i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d i n 1 9 7 7 - 7 8 w h i c h r a i s e d s e r i o u s

a l l e g a t i o n s t h a t c h i l d r e n w i t h i n t h e P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e w e r e b e i n g

s u b j e c t e d t o p h y s i c a l a n d m e n t a l a b u s e s .

P a r t I I o f t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i v e r e p o r t c o v e r s a r e v i e w o f

c o u n t y w e l f a r e f r a u d i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n t h e v a r i o u s c o u n t i e s

r e l a t i n g t o P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e ,

P a r t I I I r e p o r t s o n t h e r e s u l t s o f o u r i n v e s t i g a t i o n

i n t o t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f M r , J a m e s R , R a n d o l p h , J r . , w h o , i t i s

a l l e g e d , c o l l e c t e d w e l f a r e w a r r a n t s i n t h e B a y A r e a , d e p o s i t e d

the warrants, and then t ransmit ted the funds to People 's Temple

i n G u y a n a ,

P a r t I V r e v i e w s t h e f o s t e r c a r e a n d g u a r d i a n s h i p s y s t e m s

wi th recommendat ions for changes in cur rent prac t ices, regu la

t i o n s , a n d s t a t u t e s .



P A R T I

INQUIRY INTO POSSIBLE MALFEASANCE, MISFEASANCE,
O R N O N F E A S A N C E O N T H E P A R T O F S T A T E O F F I C I A L S

RELATIVE TO THE JUNE 6, 1978, ORTIZ REPORT
A N D M E D I A I N F O R M AT I O N O N P E O P L E ' S T E M P L E

T h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n w a s c o m m e n c e d b y t r a c i n g t h e " J u n e 6 ,

1 9 7 8 , O r t i z r e p o r t " f r o m t h e i n i t i a t i o n o f t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n

w i t h i n t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h ; t h e r o u t i n g o f t h e r e p o r t a n d

i t s e v a l u a t i o n b y t h e s t a f f o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s ;

a n d , Þ n a l l y , t h e a c t i o n t a k e n i n r e s p o n s e t o t h e r e p o r t . B u t ,

p r e f a t o r y t o t r a c i n g t h e O r t i z r e p o r t t h r o u g h t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f

H e a l t h a n d , s u b s e q u e n t l y , t h r o u g h t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f S o c i a l

S e r v i c e s , i t i s o f p a r a m o u n t i m p o r t a n c e t o k e e p i n m i n d t h a t t h e

D e p a r t m e n t o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s e v o l v e d f r o m t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f

H e a l t h d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f i n t e r e s t t o t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n . T h e

D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h w a s r e o r g a n i z e d b y S e n a t e B i l l 3 6 3 , c h a p

t e r e d i n t o l a w O c t o b e r 1 , 1 9 7 7 ( S t a t s . 1 9 7 7 , c h . 1 2 5 2 ) .

I n e n a c t i n g S B 3 6 3 , t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h a n d D e p a r t

ment o f BeneÞt Payments were d ismant led, e ffect ive Ju ly 1 , 1978;

a n d t h e D e p a r t m e n t s o f H e a l t h S e r v i c e s , M e n t a l H e a l t h , D e v e l o p

m e n t a l S e r v i c e s , A l c o h o l a n d D r u g A b u s e , S o c i a l S e r v i c e s a n d t h e

O f Þ c e o f S t a t e w i d e H e a l t h P l a n n i n g a n d D e v e l o p m e n t w e r e p l a c e d

wi th in the Heal th and Wel fare Agency. The Depar tment o f BeneÞt

Payments merged in to the Depar tment o f Soc ia l Serv ices . F ina l ly,

and equally important, the Community Care Licensing Program moved

t o t h e L i c e n s i n g a n d A s s e s s m e n t D i v i s i o n a n d t h e S o c i a l S e r v i c e s

program moved to the Adul t and Family Services Divis ion, at the

Depar tment o f Soc ia l Serv ices . A l though the Ju ly 1 , 1978,

5 .



r e o r g a n i z a t i o n d i s m a n t l e d t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h , t h e r e s p o n -
I

s i b i l i t i e s f o r l i c e n s i n g a n d s o c i a l s e r v i c e s w e r e p a s s e d o n t o

t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s . T h e r e f o r e , k e e p i n g i n m i n d

t h a t t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s i s a b u r e a u c r a t i c h y b r i d

c o n t i n u i n g p r o g r a m s a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s w h i c h h a d b e e n d e l e g a t e d

t o t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h , t h e r o u t i n g , e v a l u a t i o n a n d a c t i o n

t a k e n o n t h e O r t i z r e p o r t a n d Þ l e , m a y n o w b e e x a m i n e d .

T h r e s h o l d Q u e s t i o n a s t o w h o I n i t i a t e d O r t i z ' I n v e s t i g a t i o n

The Þrst problem encountered was determining who was

I responsible for initiating the Department of Health's investigation. Mr. Verner Felker, presently Children's Placement pian-

n i n g . D e p a r t m e n t o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s , s t a t e d t h a t a f t e r r e a d i n g

the Augus t 1977 New Wes t magaz ine a r t i c l e and va r i ous newspape r

a r t i c l e s o n P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e , h e t e l e p h o n e d M r . D e n n i s D e n n y,

M e n d o c i n o C o u n t y D e p a r t m e n t o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s ' d i r e c t o r . H e

c a l l e d M r . D e n n y b e c a u s e h e b e l i e v e d t h e a r t i c l e s r a i s e d t h e

p o s s i b i l i t y o f p a y m e n t s b e i n g i m p r o p e r l y m a d e t o P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e

m e m b e r s . H o w e v e r, w h e n h e r e a c h e d M r. D e n n y o n t h e t e l e p h o n e ,

M r . F e l k e r s a i d , M r . D e n n y w a n t e d t o d i s c u s s t h e m a t t e r w i t h

" s o m e o n e a t a h i g h e r l e v e l . " A s a r e s u l t , M r . F e l k e r s a i d t h e

i n f o r m a t i o n h e h a d g a t h e r e d f r o m t h e m e d i a w a s t u r n e d o v e r t o M r.

Ly m a n L a m b e t h w h o i n t u r n a s s i g n e d J . C . O r t i z t o i n v e s t i g a t e .

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , M r. D e n n y s a y s i t w a s h e w h o i n i

t i a l l y t e l e p h o n e d t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h " b e c a u s e o f t h e

experience our Department had with the organizat ion when they

were headquar te red in [Mendoc ino ] coun ty. " (See Denny 's le t te r

of June 14, 1979, and memo to People's Temple Þle, July 16,

I



1 9 7 9 . ) M r . D e n n y s a i d h i s :

" . . . m a j o r c o n c e r n , o f c o u r s e , w a s a r o u n d f o s t e r

c h i l d r e n a n d / o r a n y y o u n g s t e r s t h a t p o s s i b l y c o u l d b e

i n t i m i d a t e d a n d / o r l e d b y t h e c h u r c h ' s p h i l o s o p h y

p o s s i b l y a g a i n s t t h e i r w i l l . I a l s o h a d c o n c e r n a b o u t

i n d i v i d u a l s t h a t w e r e i n r e c e i p t o f S S I / S S P b e n e Þ t s a n d

t h e p o s s i b l y i l l e g a l u s e o f s u c h f u n d s b y t h i s r e l i g i o u s

g r o u p , I f e l t c o m p e l l e d t o i n f o r m t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f

H e a l t h f e e l i n g t h e y , i n f a c t , c o u l d m a k e t h e n e c e s s a r y

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . "

M r . D e n n y e x p r e s s e d t h e b e l i e f i t m a y h a v e b e e n M r . G e o r g e B r o w n

w h o m h e h a d t e l e p h o n e d .

I n f o r m a t i o n f r o m o t h e r w i t n e s s e s d o e s n o t r e s o l v e t h e

q u e s t i o n w h e t h e r i t w a s V e r n e r P e l k e r w h o Þ r s t c a l l e d D e n n i s

D e n n y , o r w h e t h e r i t w a s M r . D e n n y w h o t e l e p h o n e d t h e D e p a r t m e n t

o f H e a l t h . ( S e e m e m o s t o P e o p l e ' s T e m p l e Þ l e : G e o r g e B r o w n ,

J u n e 2 9 , 1 9 7 9 , a n d M a r y S u l l i v a n , J u l y 9 , 1 9 7 9 . ) H o w e v e r ,

r e g a r d l e s s o f w h o Þ r s t m a d e t h e t e l e p h o n e c a l l w h i c h l e d t o

i n i t i a t i o n o f t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n , M r . J . C . O r t i z w a s e v e n t u a l l y

a s s i g n e d t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e i m p r o p r i e t i e s a l l e g e d a g a i n s t

P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e .

S u m m a r y o f C o n t e n t s o f O r t i z * R e p o r t

T o b e g i n w i t h , t h e c o m p l a i n t r e p o r t f r o m M r . V e r n e r

F e l k e r s t a t e d i n t h e c o m p l a i n t s y n o p s i s t h a t " c o n c e r n h a s b e e n

e x p r e s s e d t h a t d e p e n d e n t w a r d s o f t h e c o u r t s m a y h a v e b e e n p l a c e d

w i t h f o s te r ca re p a re n t s w h o ma y h a ve b e e n me mb e rs o f t h e

[ P e o p l e ' s T e m p l e ] a n d h a v e t a k e n t h e c h i l d r e n t o t h e c h u r c h ' s



f a r m i n S o u t h T V m e r i c a . " M r . O r t i z o n t h e f a c e s h e e t o f h i s

i nves t i ga t i ve repo r t s t a tes t he a l l ega t i on as an i n f r i ngemen t o i !

personal l iber ty or at tempt to assume ownership of persons, a

v i o l a t i o n o f P e n a l C o d e s e c t i o n 1 8 1 . T h e r e p o r t s u m m a r y n o t e s

that " i t was repor ted that members were physica l ly and menta l ly

a b u s e d w h i l e a t t e n d i n g c h u r c h s e r v i c e s " a n d t h a t " i t h a s n o w b e e n

a l l e g e d t h a t J i m J o n e s , p r i n c i p [ a l ] h e a d o f P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e , h a s

p l a c e d c h i l d r e n a n d a d u l t s i n G u y a n a , t h a t p h y s i c a l a n d m e n t a l

abuses a re tak ing p lace , tha t these ind iv idua ls a re no t be ing

a l l o w e d t o r e t u r n , a n d t h a t s t a t e a n d f e d e r a l f u n d s a r e b e i n g

u s e d t o Þ n a n c e t h e o p e r a t i o n i n G u y a n a . " T h e r e p o r t n o t e s t h a t

Þ n d i n g s o f i n f r i n g e m e n t o f p e r s o n a l l i b e r t y w e r e " u n c o n Þ r m e d " .

T h e c o n c l u s i o n t h e a l l e g a t i o n s o f p h y s i c a l a n d m e n t a l a b u s e s a n d

i n f r i n g e m e n t o f p e r s o n a l l i b e r t y w e r e " u n c o n Þ r m e d " w i l l b e

d i s c u s s e d p o s t a t p p . 1 0 - 1 3 .

T h e r e p o r t i n t h e s e c t i o n e n t i t l e d " D e t a i l s " i s d e v o t e d

t o s u m m a r i z i n g M r . O r t i z ' i n t e r v i e w w i t h p e r s o n s w h o w e r e f o r m e r

m e m b e r s o f t h e P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e , e . g . , M r . R o s s C a s e . M r . O r t i z

u s e d h i s i n t e r v i e w o f M r . C a s e t o p r o v i d e b a c k g r o u n d m a t e r i a l f o r

t he o r i g in o f Peop le ' s Temp le and i t s j ou rney to Ca l i f o rn ia , t hen

t o G u y a n a . C a s e s a i d t h a t t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e c h u r c h w e r e k e p t i n

a " c l i m a t e o f f e a r " ; t h a t R e v e r e n d J o n e s g a v e a u t h o r i t y t o c e r

t a i n c h u r c h m e m b e r s t o " b e a t u p " o n p e o p l e ; a n d t h a t c h i l d r e n

were forced to work such long hours that they would fa l l as leep

i n t h e c l a s s r o o m s . C a s e a l s o e x p r e s s e d h i s b e l i e f t h a t R e v e r e n d

Jones ordered peop le to be k i l l ed , ind ica t ing tha t Tru th Har t and

R o b e r t H o u s t o n , J r . , w e r e k i l l e d o n J o n e s ' o r d e r s .
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T h e r e p o r t n e x t s u m m a r i z e d t h e c o m p l a i n t a g a i n s t

P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e p r o v i d e d b y M r . D o n a l d F o n t s . F o n t s c o m p l a i n e d

t h a t h i s d a u g h t e r , 1 4 y e a r s o f a g e a t t h e t i m e o f t h e i n t e r v i e w ,

h a d b e e n t a k e n t o G u y a n a b y h e r m o t h e r , L o i s A . F o n t s , i n s p i t e

o f a c o u r t o r d e r d i r e c t i n g t h a t t h e d a u g h t e r n o t b e t a k e n o u t o f

C a l i f o r n i a . F o n t s e x p r e s s e d t h e v i e w h i s d a u g h t e r h a d b e e n

" b r a i n - w a s h e d " b y t h e Te m p l e . ( T h e i n t e r v i e w w i t h F o n t s o c c u r r e d

o n N o v e m b e r 2 9 , 1 9 7 7 , a n d b o t h L o i s A . F o n t s a n d D o n n a L o u i s e

F o n t s , m o t h e r a n d d a u g h t e r , a p p e a r o n t h e J o n e s t o w n d e a t h l i s t . )

O r t i z , o n p a g e 5 o f h i s r e p o r t , b r i e ß y s u m m a r i z e d h i s

e f f o r t s t h r o u g h t h e I m m i g r a t i o n O f Þ c e , P o s t a l D e p a r t m e n t , a n d

S o c i a l S e c u r i t y o f Þ c e s , t o t r a c e t h e w h e r e a b o u t s o f c h i l d r e n i n

G u y a n a . H e n o t e s t h e s e e f f o r t s w e r e f r u i t l e s s , a p p a r e n t l y

b e c a u s e o f t h e l a c k o f a n y g u i d e l i n e s f o r o b t a i n i n g t h e n a m e s o f

t h e c h i l d r e n i n G u y a n a .

O r t i z m e n t i o n e d h i s i n t e r v i e w o f T i m o t h y O l i v e r S t o e n ,

f o r m e r l y D e p u t y D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y i n M e n d o c i n o C o u n t y a n d f o r

m e r l y A s s i s t a n t D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y i n S a n F r a n c i s c o . O r t i z n o t e s

t h a t M r . S t o e n s e p a r a t e d f r o m P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e i n J u n e 1 9 7 7 a n d

h a d b e e n o n a c a m p a i g n s i n c e t h e n t o r e g a i n c u s t o d y o f h i s e i g h t -

y e a r - o l d s o n , t h e n i n G u y a n a u n d e r t h e c a r e o f J i m J o n e s . S t o e n

s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e w e r e " c u r r e n t l y 8 5 0 A m e r i c a n s w i t h o v e r 2 0 0

c h i l d r e n i n G u y a n a " a n d t h a t h e i s " n o t a w a r e o f a n y a b u s e s

t o w a r d c h i l d r e n d u r i n g h i s s t a y . " S t o e n d i d e x p r e s s a b e l i e f

t h e r e w a s a " d e p r i v a t i o n o f p s y c h o l o g i c a l f r e e d o m " a s m e m b e r s

w e r e n o t a l l o w e d t o a c c e p t o r s e n d m a i l w i t h o u t c e n s o r s h i p a n d

t h a t a l l t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s w e r e u n d e r c o n s t a n t s u r v e i l l a n c e .



Stoen advised that the United States State Department was then

involved in an investigation regarding People's Temple activit ies

in Guyana. The Ortiz report goes on to say that Stoen explained

that if Ortiz wanted a list of names of U.S. citizens in Guyana,

he should contact "El izabeth Powers, U.S. State Department,

Bureau of Specia l Consular Services, Washington, D.C., te lephone

(202) 632-9461." Al though Stoen recommended that Ort iz contact

Ms. Powers, Ort iz made no attempt to do so. (Ms, Muriel Evens,

Legal Affairs, Department of Social Services, did attempt to

reach Ms. Powers. See page 28. ) Fur ther, Stoen adv ised that "he

[had] personally prepared most of the guardianships in Mendocino
i

I County and that the children in Guyana have always obtained permission from at least one parent before going there."

The Stoen interview is followed by the report of Mr.

Ortiz' telephone conversation with Lawyer Charles Garry, 1256

Market Street, San Francisco, attorney for People's Temple. When

a s k e d w h a t h e k n e w a b o u t a l l e g e d m i s t r e a t m e n t o f c h i l d r e n i n

Guyana, Mr. Or t i z quo tes Gar ry as s ta t ing tha t a l lega t ions o f

abuse against any child or adult are "'sheer bullshit'", and went

on to say that the chi ldren l ive in a " 'beauti ful paradise'".

i n J o n e s t o w n

Mr. O r t i z d i d no t men t i on i n h i s r epo r t h i s i n t e r v i ew o f

M r. R o n C r a w f o r d , a n a t t o r n e y w h o v i s i t e d J o n e s t o w n a n d w a s
1

a l l o w e d t o r e t u r n t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . T h e i n t e r v i e w o f

Crawford took place, according to the transcription of the tape
i

1 provided by Mr. Ortiz, on December 6, 1977. Mr. Crawford
I
s

! 1 0 .



d e s c r i b e d h o w m e m b e r s o f t h e P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e w e r e n o t a l l o w e d t o

l e a v e J o n e s t o w n . M r . O r t i z a s k e d C r a w f o r d , " A r e t h e y s t i l l c o n

t i n u i n g t h e b e a t i n g s a n d t h e s p a n k i n g s a n d t h i n g s o f t h i s

n a t u r e ? " M r . C r a w f o r d r e s p o n d e d : " T h e y w e r e w h e n I w a s t h e r e .

T h e y a r e d o i n g s o m e r e a l l y c r a z y t h i n g s , y o u k n o w, t h a t I w a s

c o n c e r n e d [ a b o u t ] . " M r. C r a w f o r d r e l a t e d h o w To m m y B o g u e , a b o y

a b o u t 1 4 y e a r s o l d , w a s s e v e r e l y d i s c i p l i n e d f o r u n a u t h o r i z e d u s e

o f b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s .

I Mr. Crawford said Bogue's hair was shaved off, he wasf o r c e d t o c o n t i n u a l l y w e a r a h a r d h a t , t h e t y p e t h a t c o n s t r u c t i o n

w o r k e r s w e a r , a n d w a s n o t p e r m i t t e d t o t a l k t o a n y o n e . H e w a s

f o r c e d t o w o r k a l l n i g h t d i g g i n g a p l a c e f o r a l a t r i n e 1 0 t o 1 5

f e e t d e e p a n d t h e n h a d t o w o r k i n t h e Þ e l d s t h e n e x t d a y, h i s

r e g u l a r w o r k a s s i g n m e n t . H e h a d t o r u n e v e r y w h e r e h e w e n t a n d

I could not talk to anyone. He was ostracized. (See pages 4-5 of
t h e R o n C r a w f o r d T r a n s c r i p t . )

C r a w f o r d t o l d M r . O r t i z t h a t o n e W e s l e y B r e i d e n b a c h

w a n t e d t o r e t u r n t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ( W e s l e y K a r l B r e i d e n b a c h ,

b o r n i n Wa l n u t C r e e k , C a l i f o r n i a , a p p e a r s o n t h e J o n e s t o w n d e a t h

l i s t ) . A l s o , M r . C r a w f o r d s a i d a J a m e s E d w a r d s d e s i r e d t o r e t u r n

t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s b u t c o u l d n o t . ( M r . J a m e s E d w a r d s a l s o i s

o n t h e J o n e s t o w n d e a t h l i s t . ) M r . C r a w f o r d d e s c r i b e d h o w t h e

people in Jonestown were forced to work from 6:30 in the morning

to a round 10 :00 a t n igh t , day a f te r day, w i th no ho l idays . The

feverish work pace was brought on by the newspaper art icles and,

especially, the August 1977 New West magazine article severely

cr i t i ca l o f J im Jones and Peop le 's Temple . J im Jones reso lved to

1 1 .
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t r a n s p o r t a l l t h e p e o p l e f r o m t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o J o n e s t o w n

b e f o r e t h e N e w W e s t a r t i c l e w a s c i r c u l a t e d .

A l t h o u g h R o n C r a w f o r d t o l d O r t i z h e h a d b e e n a n o n - t h e -

s c e n e o b s e r v e r o f t h e c o n d i t i o n s a n d a b u s e s i n J o n e s t o w n , t h e

i n f o r m a t i o n h e p r o v i d e d w a s n o t i n c l u d e d i n t h e O r t i z r e p o r t .

W h e n q u e s t i o n e d a s t o w h y h e o m i t t e d f r o m h i s r e p o r t t h e i n f o r

m a t i o n p r o v i d e d b y M r . C r a w f o r d , M r . O r t i z r e p l i e d h e o m i t t e d i t

b e c a u s e " i t d i d n o t s u b s t a n t i a t e a n y t h i n g . " W h e n I p o i n t e d o u t

i t w a s a n e y e w i t n e s s a c c o u n t w h i c h p r o v i d e d d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n

o n a b u s e t o o n e b o y. To m m y B o g u e , O r t i z r e p l i e d t h e B o g u e i n c i - ^

d e n t w a s o n l y o n e i n c i d e n t . A l s o , a s O r t i z r e c a l l e d , M r .

C r a w f o r d s a i d p e o p l e i n J o n e s t o w n c o u l d n o t l e a v e n o t b e c a u s e

t h e y w e r e r e s t r a i n e d f r o m l e a v i n g , b u t r a t h e r t h a t t h e y h a d n o

m o n e y t o d o s o . O r t i z g a v e n o i n d i c a t i o n h e d i s b e l i e v e d C r a w f o r d .

R a t h e r t h a n m e r e l y d e s c r i b i n g i s o l a t e d p h y s i c a l a n d m e n

t a l a b u s e t o o n e b o y , M r . C r a w f o r d p r o v i d e d a b e l i e v a b l e a c c o u n t

o f " i nsane" behav io r. Mr. C rawfo rd answered a fÞ rma t i ve l y when

a s k e d i f t h e b e a t i n g s a n d s p a n k i n g s w e r e c o n t i n u i n g . T h e a c c o u n t

of Tommy Bogue's extreme and cruel punishmentÑostracism, shaving

o f f a l l h is ha i r, hard pun ishment work a t n igh t fo l lowed by regu

lar work during the dayÑfor what amounted to no more than boyish

m i s c h i e f , c e r t a i n l y w o u l d a p p e a r g e r m a n e t o e s t a b l i s h i n g

i n f r i n g e m e n t o f p e r s o n a l l i b e r t y. M o s t i m p o r t a n t l y, M r. C r a w f o r d

was interviewed on December 6, 1977, almost a ful l year before

the Jonestown mass death r i tua l . Or t iz completed and submi t ted

h i s r e p o r t f u l l y s e v e n m o n t h s a f t e r t h e C r a w f o r d i n t e r v i e w . I n

sum, ev idence obta ined by Ort iz but omi t ted f rom his repor t
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reasonab ly tended to conÞrm both the a l legat ions o f phys ica l and

menta l abuse and in f r ingement o f pe rsona l l i be r ty. The Crawford

eyewitness account of Jonestown and the "crazy" " insane" events

occurr ing may have added a sense of urgency that certain state

o f Þ c i a l s f o u n d l a c k i n g i n t h e r e p o r t .

O r t i z ' T r a i n i n g a n d E x p e r i e n c e ; O r t i z ' C o m m e n t s o n D i f Þ c u l t y o f

A s s i g n m e n t

P r i o r t o b e c o m i n g a n i n v e s t i g a t o r w i t h t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f

H e a l t h , o r o t h e r d e p a r t m e n t s i n t h e H e a l t h a n d W e l f a r e A g e n c y,

M r . O r t i z h a d b e e n a n A i r F o r c e p a t r o l m a n . B u r n s s e c u r i t y d e t e c

t i v e , a n d a p s y c h i a t r i c t e c h n i c i a n . H e a d v i s e d h e h a d h a d v i r

t u a l l y n o c r i m i n a l i n v e s t i g a t i v e e x p e r i e n c e p r i o r t o h i s P e o p l e ' s

Te m p l e i n v e s t i g a t i o n . M r . O r t i z s a i d h e h a d b e e n c a r r y i n g a

c a s e l o a d o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 0 i n v e s t i g a t i o n s a t t h e t i m e h e

c a r r i e d o u t h i s P e o p l e ' s T e m p l e i n v e s t i g a t i o n d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d

O c t o b e r 2 5 , 1 9 7 7 , t h r o u g h J u n e 6 , 1 9 7 8 . M r . O r t i z c o n c e d e d t h a t

h i s h e a v y i n v e s t i g a t i o n c a s e l o a d a n d t h e c o m p l e x i t i e s o f t h e

P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e i n v e s t i g a t i o n m a y h a v e i m p e d e d h i m f r o m r e a c h i n g

m o r e c o n c l u s i v e Þ n d i n g s . D u r i n g o n e i n t e r v i e w , M r , O r t i z c o n

c e d e d h e h a d b e e n " i n o v e r h i s h e a d . "

O r t i z R e p o r t C o n s i d e r e d A l o n g W i t h O t h e r I n f o r m a t i o n i n F i l e

I n s p i t e o f t h e o m i s s i o n s i n t h e O r t i z r e p o r t a n d O r t i z '

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n t h a t t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n b e c l o s e d , t h e r e p o r t s t i l l

r a i s e d s e r i o u s a l l e g a t i o n s o f p h y s i c a l a n d m e n t a l a b u s e s b e i n g

p e r p e t r a t e d a g a i n s t c h i l d r e n a n d a d u l t s ; r a i s i n g e v e n t h e p o s s i

b i l i t y o f t h e u l t i m a t e d e p r i v a t i o n o f l i b e r t y , m u r d e r . W h e n M r .

O r t i z c o m p l e t e d h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n d s u b m i t t e d h i s r e p o r t o n



J u n e 6 , 1 9 7 8 , t h e c a s e Þ l e f o r P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e i n c l u d e d m o r e

t h a n j u s t h i s s i x - p a g e r e p o r t . T h e Þ l e c o n t a i n e d n u m e r o u s

n e w s p a p e r a n d m a g a z i n e c l i p p i n g s e x p a n d i n g u p o n t h e a l l e g a t i o n s

o f p h y s i c a l a n d m e n t a l a b u s e t o u c h e d u p o n i n t h e O r t i z r e p o r t .

R e v e l a t i o n s o f A u g u s t 1 9 7 7 N e w W e s t A r t i c l e

The^ Augus t 1977 New West magaz ine a r t i c le on Peop le 's

Te m p l e e n t i t l e d " I n s i d e P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e " r e p o r t s t h a t d u r i n g J u n e

a n d J u l y 1 9 7 7 , t h e p e r i o d i n w h i c h t h e m a g a z i n e w a s r e s e a r c h i n g

t h e a r t i c l e o n P e o p l e ' s T e m p l e , t h e m a g a z i n e ' s e d i t o r s a n d a d v e r

t i s e r s w e r e s u b j e c t e d t o a b i z a r r e l e t t e r a n d t e l e p h o n e c a m p a i g n

t o d i s s u a d e t h e m a g a z i n e f r o m p u b l i s h i n g t h e a r t i c l e . T h e

m a j o r i t y o f l e t t e r s a n d p h o n e c a l l s c a m e f r o m Te m p l e m e m b e r s a n d

s u p p o r t e r s , b u t o t h e r s c a m e f r o m p r o m i n e n t C a l i f o r n i a n s , s u c h a s

L i e u t e n a n t G o v e r n o r D y m a l l y a n d S a n F r a n c i s c o b u s i n e s s m a n C y r i l

M a g n i n . T h e ß u r r y o f l e t t e r s a n d p h o n e c a l l s w a s r e p o r t e d i n a n

a r t i c l e i n t h e S a n F r a n c i s c o E x a m i n e r b y n e w s m a n B i l l B a r n e s . A

s i d e - e f f e c t o f t h i s m e d i a a t t e n t i o n t o P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e w a s t h a t

Temp le members began con tac t i ng t he New Wes t magaz ine to re l a te

p e r s o n a l a c c o u n t s a n d o b s e r v a t i o n s o f R e v e r e n d J o n e s ' i n c r e a s i n g

c r u e l t y t o t h e Te m p l e c o n g r e g a t i o n .

T h e N e w W e s t m a g a z i n e a r t i c l e r e p o r t e d t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e

Temple members who con tac ted the magaz ine w ished to rema in anony

m o u s , a n u m b e r o f t h e m a g r e e d t o m e e t i n p e r s o n , b e p h o t o g r a p h e d ,

a n d t e l l t h e i r s t o r i e s f o r p u b l i c a t i o n . B a s e d u p o n p e r s o n a l

a c c o u n t s o f Te m p l e m e m b e r s . N e w We s t m a g a z i n e d e s c r i b e d l i f e

i n s i d e P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e a s " a m i x t u r e o f s p a r t a n r e g i m e n t a t i o n ,

f e a r , a n d s e l f - i m p o s e d h u m i l i a t i o n . " T h e S u n d a y s e r v i c e s , t o
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which dignitaries were invited, were orchestrated events, atypi

cal of services attended by only Temple members. The humiliation

sessions began "to include physical beatings with a large wooden

paddle, and boxing matches in which the person on the ßoor was

occasionally knocked out by opponents selected by Jones himself."

(See page 24, New West article, August 1, 1977.) During regu

larly scheduled "'family meetings,* attended by up to 1,000 of

the most devoted followers, as many as 100 people were lined up

to be paddled for such seemingly minor infractions as not being

a t t e n t i v e e n o u g h d u r i n g J o n e s ' s e r m o n s . "

E l m e r a n d D e a n n a M e r t l e ( M i l l s ) o f B e r k e l e y , C a l i f o r n i a ,

were among the Þrst to speak out . E lmer Mer t le re la ted to New

West that when he Þrst jo ined the Temple, he thought Reverend

Jones was compassionate and loving, but later the atmosphere

changed to cruelty and punishment. Members would be singled out

I and disgraced and humiliated before the congregation. The
M e r t l e s c l a i m e d t o h a v e r e c e i v e d p u b l i c s p a n k i n g s a s e a r l y a s

1972, hav ing been h i t w i th a be l t abou t th ree t imes . The be l t

was replaced Þrst by a paddle, and then by a large board known

a s t h e " b o a r d o f e d u c a t i o n " . T h e M e r t l e s r e l a t e d t h a t t h e n u m b e r

o f t i m e s a d u l t s a n d , Þ n a l l y , c h i l d r e n w e r e s t r u c k i n c r e a s e d t o

12, 25, 50, and even ICQ t imes in a row. Temple nurses treated

t h e i n j u r e d .

T h e M e r t l e s a l s o r e l a t e d t h a t t h e i r d a u g h t e r , L i n d a , w a s

c a l l e d u p f o r d i s c i p l i n e b e c a u s e s h e h a d h u g g e d a n d k i s s e d a

w o m a n f r i e n d s h e h a d n o t s e e n f o r a l o n g t i m e . T h e M e r t l e s s a i d

t h a t t h e y s t o o d a m o n g t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n o f 6 0 0 o r 7 0 0 w h i l e t h e i r
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d a u g h t e r , t h e n . 1 7 , w a s s t r u c k o n h e r b u t t o c k s 7 5 t i m e s , " ' S h e

was beaten so severe ly* " sa id E lmer, " ' tha t the k ids sa id her

b u t t l o o k e d l i k e h a m b u r g e r . * " L i n d a M e r t l e t o l d t h e N e w W e s t

i n t e r v i e w e r s t h a t s h e c o u l d n o t s i t d o w n f o r a w e e k a n d a h a l f

a f t e r t h e b e a t i n g . I n s p i t e o f t h e b e a t i n g o f t h e i r d a u g h t e r ,

t h e M e r t l e s s t a y e d i n t h e Te m p l e f o r m o r e t h a n a y e a r a f t e r t h e

publ ic beat ing of the daughter because they had nothing on the

outs ide to go to , hav ing g iven a l l the i r money to People*s

Temple. The Mertles changed their names to A1 and. Jeannie Mills.

(See N^ West ar t ic le, August 1, 1977, page 34.) (Al and Jeannie

Mil ls, and daughter Daphene, were murdered in Berkeley on

F e b r u a r y 2 6 , 1 9 8 0 . )

The next personal account reported by New West comes

f r o m B i r d i e M a r a b l e o f U k i a h , C a l i f o r n i a . B i r d i e M a r a b l e r e l a t e d

t e c h n i q u e s u s e d b y J o n e s t o c o n v i n c e n e w c o n v e r t s t o t h e c h u r c h

that he was God. In order to convince people he was a prophet,

Jones would d i rect ch i ldren and other people to make inqui r ies

about people who would come to services. Jones would then single

the person out dur ing a service and surpr ise the person by

r e l a t i n g t h e f a c t s h e h a d l e a r n e d f r o m h i s " s p i e s " . B i r d i e

Marable also related the horrors of a three-week Temple vacation

t r i p t o t h e S o u t h a n d E a s t t a k e n b y b u s . S h e s a i d t h e b u s e s w e r e

loaded with people in San Francisco and in Los Angeles; people

were s i t t ing on the ßoors , in the luggage racks, and somet imes

people were underneath in the compartments where luggage was

s t o r e d .
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Wayne Pietila of Petaluma^ and Jim and Terri Cobb, of

San Francisco, told how Reverend Jones pretended to remove can

cers from members of the congregation. Pietila was licensed by

the Mendocino County Sheriff's Department to carry a concealed

Þrearm and it was he and Jim Cobb who were assigned by Reverend

Jones to guard the cancers, some foul-smelling meat wrapped in a

napkin. Jones gave instructions to Pietila and Cobb that if any
one tried to touch the cancers, they were to either eat the can

c e r s o r " d e m o l i s h t h e g u y " .

The Touchette family moved to Redwood Valley and there

operated a home for emotionally disturbed boys. Micki Touchette
related how she took part in letter-writing activities, directed

by Temple ofÞcials, in which they would write to various politi
cians of one persuasion or another praising them for something

they had done. Micki Touchette recalled Jones saying that "any

college student who was going to leave the church would be

k i l l ed . " (New West , Augus t 1 , 1977 , page 35 . )

Wal ter Jones fo l lowed h is wi fe , Caro l , to Redwood Val ley

in 1974, where they took over a home for emotionally disturbed

boys. The home had belonged to Charles and Joyce Touchette,

parents of Micki Touchette. Walter Jones related that after the
Touchettes left Redwood Valley to emigrate to Guyana, that Rick

and Carl Stahl had replaced them in the home and had done such a

poor job that "'the care home, at that time, was under surveil

lance of the authorities because of the poor conditions. Some of

the boys had scabies due to the Þlth.'" (New West article,

August 1, 1977, page 35.) After the Joneses were granted their

1 7 .



l i c e n s e t o r u n t h e h o m e i n 1 9 7 5 , t h e y r e c e i v e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y

$ 2 , 0 0 0 a m o n t h i n A l a m e d a C o u n t y f u n d s f o r u p k e e p a n d c a r e o f t h e

b o y s . Wa l t e r J o n e s s a i d a p p r o x i m a t e l y $ 9 0 0 t o $ 1 , 0 0 0 a m o n t h w a s

t u r n e d o v e r t o t h e c h u r c h .

L a u r a C o r n e l i u s , o f O a k l a n d , w a s b o t h e r e d b y c o n s t a n t

d e m a n d s f o r m o n e y. J o n e s m a d e i t k n o w n t h a t e v e r y o n e w a s

e x p e c t e d t o t i t h e 2 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e i r e a r n i n g s t o t h e Te m p l e .

T h e y w e r e t o l d t o b a k e c a k e s f o r s a l e s a n d t o d o n a t e t h e i r

jewel ry and o ther va luab les in order to ra ise money. They gave

u p t h e i r h o m e s , f u r s , a n d t h e r e s t o f t h e t h i n g s t h e y o w n e d .

Jones had adv i sed t hem tha t t he money was needed t o bu i l d up t he

Te m p l e f a r m i n G u y a n a , t h e p r o m i s e d l a n d . T h e l a s t s t r a w f o r

L a u r a C o r n e l i u s w a s w h e n R e v e r e n d J o n e s b r o u g h t a s n a k e i n t o t h e

s e r v i c e s a n d p l a c e d i t o n a w o m a n i n h e r e i g h t i e s . T h e w o m a n

s c r e a m e d i n t e r r o r . ( N e w W e s t m a g a z i n e a r t i c l e , A u g u s t 1 , 1 9 7 7 ,

p a g e 3 6 . )

The next personal account came from Grace Stoen, wife of

T e m p l e a t t o r n e y T i m o t h y O l i v e r S t o e n . G r a c e S t o e n d e s c r i b e d t h e

horrendous bus trips between San Francisco and Los Angeles in

Te m p l e b u s e s w h e r e i n 7 0 t o 8 0 p e o p l e w o u l d b e p a c k e d i n a 4 3 - s e a t

bus. She said Jones' goal in San Francisco was to become a pol i

t i c a l f o r c e . P a r t o f h i s s t r a t e g y w a s t o " i n g r a t i a t e h i m s e l f

w i t h f e l l o w l i b e r a l a n d l e f t i s t f i g u r e s Ñ D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y

Fre i t as , She r i f f Hong i s to , Po l i ce Ch ie f Cha r l es Ga in , Denn i s

Banks, and Angela Davis, to name a few." She related how Mayor

I Moscone eventually placed Reverend Jones on the Housing Authority

I and then used his inßuence to secure Jones the chairmanship of

I
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the Authority. She recalled that Temple members vomited and uri

nated upon one man as a punishment for sleeping too much.

T h e N e w W e s t a r t i c l e n o t e d t h a t i n o n e o f t h e l a s t

issues of People's Forum, the Temple newspaper, there were refer

ences to a c la im tha t 130 d is tu rbed or incor r ig ib le youths were

going to be sent to the Temple's farm in Guyana. The magazine

a r t i c l e s t a t e d t h a t " a c h u r c h s p o k e s m a n c o n Þ r m e d t h a t t h e s e

youngsters were released to the Temple by 'Federal courts, state

courts, probation departments' and other agencies. '" One art icle

i n t h e P e o p l e ' s F o r u m d e s c r i b e d a w r e s t l i n g m a t c h b e t w e e n y o u n g

people which. New West noted, sounded very similar to the "boxing

matches" described by former Temple members. New West appealed

t h a t " i f t h e r e i s e v e n t h e s l i g h t e s t c h a n c e o f a n y m i s t r e a t m e n t

of 130 youths the Temple claims to have under i ts guidance in

Guyana, a complete invest igat ion by both s ta te and federa l

author i t ies would be requi red." Also, New West recommended that

an investigation of the care homes run by Temple members in

Redwood Valley would be appropriate since both Walter Jones and

M i c k i To u c h e t t e s t a t e d t h a t a n y w h e r e f r o m $ 8 0 0 t o $ 1 , 0 0 0 i n

month ly funds prov ided for the care of the boys in the Touchet te

h o m e w e r e t u r n e d o v e r t o P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e .

N e w W e s t ' s C a l l f o r I n v e s t i g a t i o n o f P e o p l e ' s T e m p l e

I n s u m , t h e N e w W e s t a r t i c l e o f A u g u s t 1 , 1 9 7 7 , s t r o n g l y

urged that People 's Temple members, adul ts and chi ldren a l ike,

w e r e b e i n g s u b j e c t e d t o m e n t a l a n d p h y s i c a l a b u s e s , a n d c a l l e d

f o r i n v e s t i g a t i o n b y f e d e r a l a n d s t a t e a g e n c i e s . N u m e r o u s n e w s

p a p e r c l i p p i n g s p r e s e n t i n t h e P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e Þ l e , v a r i o u s l y
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r e p o r t i n g a b u s e s a n d o t h e r i m p r o p r i e t i e s , a l s o p l e a d e d f o r ,

i n v e s t i g a t i o n b y s t a t e a n d f e d e r a l a g e n c i e s .

O r t i z D e l i v e r s H i s R e p o r t t o D e p a r t m e n t o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s

T h e s i x - p a g e r e p o r t b y M r . J . C . O r t i z a n d Þ l e w i t h

s u p p o r t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g t h e N e w W e s t m a g a z i n e a r t i c l e

a n d a s s o r t e d n e w s p a p e r c l i p p i n g s , w e r e h a n d e d b y M r. O r t i z a n d

L y m a n L a m b e t h o n J u n e 7 , 1 9 7 8 , t o M r . G e o r g e B r o w n , t h e n C h i e f o f

t h e D i v i s i o n o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s f o r a c t i o n . M r . O r t i z e x p l a i n e d

i n a n i n t e r v i e w o n O c t o b e r 1 5 , 1 9 7 9 , t h a t a l t h o u g h h e r e c o m m e n d e d

i n h i s r e p o r t t h a t t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n b e c l o s e d , h e m a d e t h i s

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n b e c a u s e t h e S p e c i a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n s U n i t o f t h e
i

D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h w a s d u e t o b e d i s b a n d e d a s a r e s u l t o f t h e

r e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h o n J u l y 1 , 1 9 7 8 , M r .

O r t i z s a i d h e h a d n o t e x h a u s t e d a l l i n v e s t i g a t i v e l e a d s a n d

w a n t e d t h e n e w l y f o r m e d D e p a r t m e n t o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s t o c o n t i n u e

t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n . I n h i s " c o n c l u s i o n " i n t h e J u n e 6 , 1 9 7 8 ,
\

r e p o r t M r . O r t i z s a i d : " . . . I c u r r e n t l y f e e l t h a t t o c o n t i n u e

t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n w i t h o u t t h e a i d o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s B u f e a u o f

S p e c i a l C o n s u l a r S e r v i c e s w o u l d i n v o l v e e x t e n s i v e t i m e a n d m o n e y,
1

a s w e l l a s a d u p l i c a t i o n o f i n v e s t i g a t i v e s e r v i c e s . " B y t h i s M r .

Or t i z s ta ted he in tended tha t the inves t iga t ion be con t inued and

t h a t t h e B u r e a u o f S p e c i a l C o n s u l a r S e r v i c e s b e c o n t a c t e d . H o w

e v e r , M r . O r t i z d i d n o t s p e c i f y i n h i s r e p o r t h e r e c o m m e n d e d

c l o s i n g t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n d u e t o t h e r e o r g a n i z a t i o n e f f e c t e d b y

S e n a t e B i l l 3 6 3 . A l s o , M r . O r t i z c o n c e d e s h e d i d n o t c o n t a c t t h e

B u r e a u o f S p e c i a l C o n s u l a r S e r v i c e s .

/
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O r t i z ' S p e c i a l R e p o r t

A s a n a i d t o o u r i n v e s t i g a t i o n , M r . O r t i z i n J u n e , 1 9 7 9 ,

w a s r e q u e s t e d t o s u b m i t a s u p p l e m e n t a l r e p o r t s e t t i n g o u t h i s

c o n t a c t s i n M e n d o c i n o C o u n t y . O r t i z d e l i v e r e d t h i s s u p p l e m e n t a l

r e p o r t ( h e r e i n a f t e r s p e c i a l r e p o r t ) o n J u n e 1 4 , 1 9 7 9 . O n p a g e 6

o f t h e u n d a t e d S p e c i a l R e p o r t , O r t i z a d v i s e d :

" M y r e p o r t o f i n v e s t i g a t i o n d a t e d J u n e 6 , 1 9 7 8

r e c o m m e n d e d c l o s u r e s i n c e , a s a r e s u l t o f S B 3 6 3 , t h e

D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h c e a s e d t o e x i s t a s o f J u n e 3 0

[ 1 9 7 8 ] . A s o f t h a t d a t e , t h e S p e c i a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n s

U n i t , t o w h i c h I w a s a s s i g n e d , w o u l d a l s o n o l o n g e r

e x i s t . T h i s i s t h e p r i m a r y r e a s o n w h y t h e w h o l e c a s e

Þ l e w a s l e f t w i t h t h e D i v i s i o n o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s

w h i c h , a s o f J u l y 1 , b e c a m e a p a r t o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f

S o c i a l S e r v i c e s . "

M r . O r t i z s t a t e d t h a t o n o r a b o u t J u n e 1 3 , 1 9 7 9 , h e m e t w i t h

P h i l i p J . M a n r i q u e z , R o b e r t R o w l e y, a n d A 1 B r o w n , O r t i z '

s u p e r v i s o r . M r . O r t i z s a i d t h e p u r p o s e o f t h e m e e t i n g w a s t o

devise a depar tmenta l response to the At torney Genera l 's request

f o r a s u p p l e m e n t a l r e p o r t . M r . O r t i z s a i d t h a t M r . M a n r i q u e z

tr ied to persuade him to change the reason for recommending clo

s u r e o f t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n , q u o t e d j u s t a b o v e . A c c o r d i n g t o

O r t i z , M r. M a n r i q u e z a s k e d h i m t o s a y h e r e c o m m e n d e d c l o s u r e

b e c a u s e a l l i n v e s t i g a t i v e l e a d s h a d b e e n e x h a u s t e d a n d t h e r e w a s

n o w h e r e e l s e t o g o . M r . O r t i z s a i d h e r e f u s e d .



I n t e r v i e w o f G e o r g e B r o w n

M r. G e o r g e B r o w n w a s i n t e r v i e w e d o n J u n e 2 1 , 1 9 7 9 , a t

h i s o f Þ c e . S t a t e P e r s o n n e l B o a r d , S a c r a m e n t o . M r . B r o w n t r a n s

f e r r e d f r o m t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h i n J u n e 1 9 7 8 t o t h e S t a t e

P e r s o n n e l B o a r d . M r . B r o w n a d v i s e d t h a t t h r o u g h o u t J . G . O r t i z *

i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e , h e ( O r t i z ) k e p t M r . B r o w n

app r i sed o f t he p rog ress o f h i s i nves t i ga t i on by o ra l r epo r t s .

Mr. B rown sa id tha t he i n tu rn o ra l l y repo r ted the Þnd ings to

Ray Procunier and Robert Rowley. Mr. Brown acknowledged

rece i v i ng t he comp le ted i nves t i ga t i on repo r t f r om J . C . O r t i z .

I n t e r v i e w o f M a r y S u l l i v a n

The report was then routed to Mary Sull ivan, who was the

Chief o f the Chi ldren and Socia l Serv ices Branch, Socia l Serv ices

Division, Department of Health (currently Chief, Adoption Branch,

Adul t and Fami ly Serv ices Div is ion, Department of Socia l Ser

v i c e s ) . A f t e r r e v i e w i n g t h e O r t i z r e p o r t a n d s u p p o r t i n g i n f o r

ma t i on , Ms . Su l l i van re tu rned t he Or t i z r epo r t and Þ le t o Mr.

G e o r g e B r o w n f o r h i m t o b r i n g t h e r e p o r t t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e

l i c e n s i n g b r a n c h o r w h o e v e r M r. B r o w n b e l i e v e d s h o u l d b e m a d e

a w a r e o f i t . M s . S u l l i v a n a d v i s e d d u r i n g a n i n t e r v i e w o n J u n e

28, 1979, that, in her opinion, the Ortiz report raised l icensing

i s s u e s a n d f o r t h i s r e a s o n d e t e r m i n e d t h a t i t s h o u l d b e f o r w a r d e d

to the l i cens ing b ranch . Mr. George Brown, in tu rn , fo rwarded

the report and Þle to Mr. Daniel Brunner who headed the legal

staff for the Department of BeneÞt Payments (the Department of

S o c i a l S e r v i c e s a f t e r J u l y 1 , 1 9 7 8 ) .



È

I n t e r v i e w o f D a n B r u n n e r

On June 21, 1979, Deputy Attorney General John Moy and

Special Agent Richard Violett interviewed Mr. Dan Brunner,

Directing Attorney, Western Center on Law and Poverty, 1900 K

Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, California. Mr. Brunner acknow

ledged receiving the Ortiz report in June 1978 from Mr. George

Brown. Mr. Brunner said that Mr. Brown was the Deputy Director

for Social Services, Department of Health, at that time. Mr.

Brunner sa id tha t some t ime ear l ie r than June , in an t i c ipa t ion o f

the reorganization of the Department of Health, issues were dis

cussed which would affect the new unit , the Department of Social

Serv ices. Mr. Brunner be l ieved that George Brown br ie fed Rober t

Rowley and Marion Woods that the Ortiz report was going to pre

sent a problem to the Department of Social Services. Mr. Brown

also showed Mr. Brunner a newspaper art ic le, possibly f rom

Mendocino or San Francisco. Mr. Brunner sa id the br ieÞng by Mr.

George Brown could have taken place even two months before the

Ortiz report was forwarded to him after June 7, 1978.

A f t e r Þ n a l l y r e c e i v i n g t h e c o m p l e t e d O r t i z r e p o r t , M r.

Brunner assigned the Þle and Ortiz report to Ms. Muriel Evens, a

staff attorney. Mr. Brunner assumed that Muriel Evens read the

newspaper articles in the Þle, talked with people within the

Department, and made telephone calls to Mendocino County, and

possibly San Francisco County, for supplemental information. Mr.

Brunner acknowledged that both he and Muriel Evens were disturbed

by the se r i ous a l l ega t i ons o f abuse i n t he repo r t . Mr. B runner

said he never reached any Þrm conclusion as to whether l icensing



issues were raised, but his feeling was "It was a matter that

should be pursued to Þnd out whether there was any real problem

with it." (Dan Brunner Transcript, page 7.) Mr. Brunner said

that "there wasiv't anything that [Ms. Evenf] found beyond what

w a s i n t h i s r e p o r t . "

His recollection was that she had talked to county

placement ofÞcials in both San Francisco and Mendocino, and

federal ofÞcials in the Passport OfÞce. Aside from Muriel

Evens, Mr. Brunner said that he is sure he discussed the Ortiz

report with Mr. Gary Adams, presently Deputy Director, Disability
and Evaluation Division, Department of Social Services (formerly

Deputy Director, Audit and Evaluation Division, Department of
BeneÞt Payments), and Mari Goldman, Chief of the Community Care

Licensing Branch, Department of Social Services (as of July 1,
1978). Mr. Brunner stated that he would have been more likely to
discuss the matter with Gary Adams rather than Marl Goldman

because at the time Mari Goldman would have been a subordinate to

Gary Adams. The Deputy Director in charge of licensing prior to

July 1, 1978, would have been Gary Adams.

The thrust of Mr. Bruner's discussions with Gary Adams
on the Ortiz report centered on what action they could take to

deal with the problem. Dan Brunner said that mostly he kept ask

ing questions about what could they do about the Ortiz report,
and his recollections is that Gary Adams similarly asked

questions about what could be done. Mr. Brunner could not recall
i

j Gary Adams ever having expressed an opinion whether the Ortiz
report raised licensing issues. Mr. Brunner could not recall

i

I
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M a r i G o l d m a n e x p r e s s i n g a n o p i n i o n t h a t t h e O r t i z r e p o r t r a i s e d

p l a c e m e n t i s s u e s a s o p p o s e d t o l i c e n s i n g i s s u e s , M r . B r u n n e r ,

r e g a r d l e s s o f w h a t M a r i G o l d m a n m a y h a v e t h o u g h t , a d h e r e d t o t h e

view in June-July, 1978, that i t was an open quest ion whether

l icensing issues as opposed to placement issues were raised by

t h e r e p o r t . M r. B r u n n e r c o u l d n o t r e c a l l e v e r t e l l i n g M a r i

G o l d m a n t h a t n o l i c e n s i n g i s s u e s w e r e r a i s e d . M r . B r u n n e r s a i d

h e n e v e r t o l d M u r i e l E v e n s t h e O r t i z r e p o r t w a s a c l o s e d c a s e a n d

t o s t o p w o r k i n g o n i t . M r . B r u n n e r e m p h a s i z e d t h a t t h e d e c i s i o n

to s top wo rk ing on the case was no t made by h im .

I n t e r v i e w o f G a r y A d a m s

M r. G a r y A d a m s w a s i n t e r v i e w e d b y D e p u t y A t t o r n e y

General John B. Moy and Special Agent Richard Violett on June 28,

1979 , i n Mr. Adams* o fÞce . Mr. Adams, con t ra ry to the reco l l ec

t i o n o f M r . B r u n n e r , s t a t e d h e d i d n o t s e e t h e s o - c a l l e d O r t i z

repor t unt i l a f ter the November 18, 1978, deaths at Jonestown,

G u y a n a . M o r e o v e r , M r . A d a m s s t a t e d h e c o u l d n o t r e c a l l h a v i n g

d iscussed any par ts o f the Or t i z repor t w i th Deputy D i rec to r o f

Lega l A f fa i r s , Dan ie l B runne r, a t any t ime . Mr. Adams d id s ta te ,

howeve r, t ha t h i s i n i t i a l imp ress ion o f t he Or t i z r epo r t (when he

did see it) was that the Department of Health was attempting to

"pass the buck" to the Department of BeneÞt Payments (Department

o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s ) . M r . A d a m s s a y s h e r e a c h e d t h i s c o n c l u s i o n

from the fact the information in the report was at least eight

months o ld a t the t ime the repor t was Þna l ly submi t ted and tha t

persons in the Department of Health had been aware of that report

du r i ng the pe r i od o f i nves t i ga t i on . Mr. Adams sa id he be l i eved



that the Ortiz report disclosed placement problems, not licensing

p r o b l e m s .

I n t e r v i e w o f M u r i e l E v e n s

Ms. Muriel Evens was interviewed by Deputy Attorney

General John Moy and Special Agent Richard Violett on June 7,

1979. Ms. Evens stated she received the Ortiz report and accom

panying Þle in June 1978 from Mr. Dan Brunner who was the Deputy

Director of Legal Affairs in the Department of BeneÞt Payments

at that time. Mr, Brunner requested Ms. Evens to read the report

and check into whether it raised any valid claims or complaints..

She said she was dismayed by the allegations that foster children

were being removed from California to Guyana, as well as by the

allegations of fraud and murder, in checking out the allegations

of the Ortiz report, Ms. Evens stated she telephoned Messrs.

Dennis Denny and Fred Kendall of the Mendocino County Department

of Social Services (formerly County Welfare Department). She was

advised by Mr. Denny, the Director, that People's Temple had

moved out from Mendocino County in the summer of 1972, relocating
Þrst in San Francisco, then in Guyana. The actual Temple struc

t u r e w a s e m p t y i n 1 9 7 8 .

Ms. Evens also discussed the Ortiz report with fraud

investigators in her Department at that time, Larry Harrison and
Fred Turra. Mr. Harrison and Mr. Turra advised Muriel Evens that

before they would investigate they would need a list of names and

addresses of foster children and authorization from their deputy

director. Ms. Evens did not have a list of names of foster

children to provide, Ms. Evens stated that the issue of having
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the f raud uni t carry on an invest igat ion was not pressed because,

i n h e r o p i n i o n , t h e O r t i z r e p o r t r a i s e d l i c e n s i n g i s s u e s , n o t

f r a u d i s s u e s .

M s . E v e n s ' C o n c l u s i o n t h e O r t i z R e p o r t R a i s e d L i c e n s i n g I s s u e s

M s . E v e n s c o n c l u d e d t h a t l i c e n s i n g i s s u e s w e r e r a i s e d

f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g r e a s o n s . F i r s t o f a l l , s h e h a d d e t e r m i n e d t h a t

a l i c e n s i n g i s s u e w a s r a i s e d i f f o s t e r p a r e n t s s e n t a f o s t e r

c h i l d t o l i v e a t a n o t h e r a d d r e s s , w i t h o u t o b t a i n i n g a h o m e Þ n d i n g

l i c e n s e . ( H e a l t h a n d S a f e t y C o d e s e c t i o n 1 5 0 2 ( a ) ( 4 ) . ) N e x t , 2 2

C a l i f o r n i a A d m i n i s t r a t i v e C o d e s e c t i o n 3 1 1 2 9 p r o v i d e s i n p a r t

" f o s t e r f a m i l i e s s h a l l p r o v i d e g o o d p h y s i c a l c a r e a n d h e l p e a c h

c h i l d g r o w a n d d e v e l o p p h y s i c a l l y , m e n t a l l y , e m o t i o n a l l y , a n d

s p i r i t u a l l y . . . . " I f f o s t e r c h i l d r e n w e r e b e i n g t r a n s p o r t e d t o

G u y a n a w i t h o u t b e i n g a c c o m p a n i e d b y t h e l i c e n s e d f o s t e r p a r e n t s ,

i t w o u l d a p p e a r t h a t t h i s s i t u a t i o n w o u l d c o n s t i t u t e a v i o l a t i o n

o f t h e c o d e . L a s t l y , 2 2 C a l i f o r n i a A d m i n i s t r a t i v e C o d e s e c t i o n

3 1 1 3 3 s p e c i Þ e s t h a t d i s c i p l i n e o f t h e c h i l d r e n m u s t b e f a i r a n d

r e a s o n a b l e , a n d c o r p o r a l p u n i s h m e n t i s n o t p e r m i t t e d . S i n c e t h e

O r t i z r e p o r t a n d m e d i a i n f o r m a t i o n i n d i c a t e s t h a t c h i l d r e n ,

i n c l u d i n g f o s t e r c h i l d r e n , w e r e b e a t e n , i t w o u l d a p p e a r t h i s c i r

c u m s t a n c e , i f e s t a b l i s h e d , w o u l d h a v e c o n s t i t u t e d a v i o l a t i o n o f

t h e c o d e . M s . E v e n s c o n c l u d e d t h a t i f t h e c h i l d r e n s e n t t o

G u y a n a c a m e f r o m l i c e n s e d h o m e s i n C a l i f o r n i a , t h a t t h e D e p a r t

m e n t w o u l d h a v e h a d a n o b l i g a t i o n t o l o c a t e t h e h o m e s , n o t i f y

p l a c e m e n t a u t h o r i t i e s i n t h e c o u n t i e s , a n d t a k e m e a s u r e s t o

r e v o k e t h e l i c e n s e s .

/

2 7 .



M s . E v e n s ' U n s u c c e s s f u l E f f o r t s t o A s c e r t a i n N a m e s o f F o s t e r

C h i l d r e n i n G u y a n a

A s i d e f r o m c o n t a c t i n g p l a c e m e n t a u t h o r i t i e s i n S a n

F r a n c i s c o a n d M e n d o c i n o C o u n t i e s , M s . E v e n s t e l e p h o n e d E l i z a b e t h

P o w e r s , w h o w a s l i s t e d i n t h e O r t i z r e p o r t a s t h e p e r s o n i n t h e

S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t i n Wa s h i n g t o n , D . C . , w h o h a d a l i s t o f p e r s o n s

w h o h a d e m i g r a t e d t o G u y a n a . M s . E v e n s w a s u n a b l e t o r e a c h M s .

P o w e r s , w h o , M s . E v e n s r e c a l l e d , w a s e i t h e r o n v a c a t i o n o r h a d

t r a n s f e r r e d t o a n o t h e r j o b . B u t , i n a n y e v e n t , M s . E v e n s t a l k e d

t o a n e m p l o y e e o f t h e S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t w h o a d v i s e d t h a t t h e r e w a s

n o r e q u i r e m e n t f o r A m e r i c a n s i n G u y a n a t o r e g i s t e r o r i d e n t i f y

t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s G o v e r n m e n t p e o p l e t h e r e , t h i s

p a r t i c u l a r S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t e m p l o y e e , M s . E v e n s r e c a l l e d , s t a t e d

h e w a s a w a r e o f c o m p l a i n t s a b o u t P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e a n d a d v i s e d t h a t

S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t s t a f f v i s i t e d J o n e s t o w n e v e r y f e w m o n t h s b u t

t h a t t h e r e w a s n o t h i n g t h e y c o u l d d o .

A f t e r c a l l i n g t h e S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t ' s F r e e d o m o f I n f o r m a

t i o n O f Þ c e , M s . E v e n s a d v i s e d t h a t s h e w a s r e f e r r e d t o t h e P a s s

p o r t O f Þ c e a s a s o u r c e o f o b t a i n i n g n a m e s o f p e r s o n s , i n c l u d i n g

f o s t e r c h i l d r e n , w h o h a d e m i g r a t e d t o G u y a n a , t h e O f Þ c e o f

L e g a l A f f a i r s i n t h e S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t a d v i s e d h e r t h a t i t w a s

p o s s i b l e t o e m i g r a t e f r o m t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o G u y a n a w i t h o u t a

p a s s p o r t b y g o i n g t h r o u g h M e x i c o . F u r t h e r m o r e , d u e t o p r i v a c y

l a w s t h e y w e r e u n a b l e t o r e l e a s e a l i s t o f p a s s p o r t s i s s u e d , b u t

w o u l d b e a b l e t o a d v i s e i f c e r t a i n p e r s o n s h a d r e c e i v e d p a s s p o r t s

i f t h e y w e r e p r o v i d e d w i t h a l i s t o f n a m e s . I n t u r n , M s . E v e n s

a d v i s e d t h e P a s s p o r t O f Þ c e t h a t t h e l i s t o f f o s t e r c h i l d r e n



( c h i l d r e n r e c e i v i n g A i d t o F a m i l i e s W i t h D e p e n d e n t C h i l d r e n -

B o a r d i n g H o m e s a n d I n s t i t u t i o n s , h e r e a f t e r A P D C - B H I ) w o u l d p o s s i

b l y t o t a l 1 7 , 0 0 0 n a m e s . M s . E v e n s r e c a l l e d t h a t t h e P a s s p o r t

O f Þ c e b e c a m e r e l u c t a n t t o p r o c e e d f u r t h e r d u e t o t h e s i z e o f t h e

l i s t o f n a m e s , a n d t h a t M s . E v e n s h a d a d v i s e d t h a t t h e B H I l i s t

c o u l d n o t b e r e l e a s e d a s i t w a s c o n Þ d e n t i a l u n d e r C a l i f o r n i a l a w .

M s . E v e n s s t r e s s e d t h a t s h e a s k e d t h e S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t

p e o p l e o n l y f o r a s s i s t a n c e i n i d e n t i f y i n g t h e f o s t e r c h i l d r e n

t a k e n t o G u y a n a , p o s s i b l y i n v i o l a t i o n o f C a l i f o r n i a l a w . T h e

S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t p e o p l e w i t h w h o m s h e s p o k e d i d n o t o f f e r m u c h

a s s i s t a n c e e x c e p t t o p r o v i d e t h e a d d r e s s o f t h e " w e l f a r e / w h e r e

a b o u t s o f Þ c e r i n t h e c o n s u l s e c t i o n o f t h e E m b a s s y i n G e o r g e

t o w n . " T h e w e l f a r e / w h e r e a b o u t s o f Þ c e r h a d t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o

c h e c k o n t h e w e l f a r e o f p e r s o n s i n G u y a n a ; h o w e v e r , t h i s o f Þ c e r

w o u l d Þ r s t r e q u i r e t h e i d e n t i t y o f t h e p e r s o n w h o s e w e l f a r e h e

i s t o i n q u i r e a b o u t . T h e c o n v e r s a t i o n s w i t h t h e S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t

p e r s o n n e l a n d P a s s p o r t O f Þ c e t o o k p l a c e o v e r J u l y 6 a n d 7 , 1 9 7 8 .

M s . E v e n s ' O p i n i o n t h e O r t i z R e p o r t R a i s e d S e r i o u s C o n c e r n s

M s . E v e n s s t a t e d t h a t i n h e r c o n t a c t s w i t h D a n i e l

B r u n n e r s h e r e p e a t e d l y e m p h a s i z e d t h e c h a r g e s i n t h e O r t i z r e p o r t

w e r e " r e a l l y s e r i o u s " a n d s e e m e d t o h a v e " f o u n d a t i o n " . A l t h o u g h

she d i d no t a t t ha t t ime t h i nk ch i l d ren wou ld ac tua l l y be k i l l ed ,

she did bel ieve that they were being forced to work long hours in

t h e t r o p i c a l s u n w i t h a t t e n d a n t m e n t a l a n d p h y s i c a l a b u s e s . S h e

a d v i s e d t h a t i n J u n e a n d e a r l y J u l y 1 9 7 8 , M r. B r u n n e r s e e m e d t o

a c c e p t h e r v i e w s o n t h e O r t i z r e p o r t .

/
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T h e J u l y 2 4 , 1 9 7 8 , S t a f f M e e t i n

On July 24, 1978, Muriel Evens attended a meeting with

Mari Goldman; also present were Dan Louis and Marsha Rios of the

lega l s ta f f . Ms. Evens s ta ted that she, Dan Lou is , and Marsha

R i o s w e r e e a c h m e e t i n g w i t h M a r i G o l d m a n f o r a d i f f e r e n t r e a s o n .

A t t h e t i m e o f t h e m e e t i n g , M a r i G o l d m a n w a s t h e C h i e f o f t h e

C o m m u n i t y C a r e L i c e n s i n g B r a n c h o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f S o c i a l

S e r v i c e s . ( I n D e c e m b e r , 1 9 7 8 , t h e L i c e n s i n g B r a n c h b e c a m e a

D i v i s i o n , a n d M a r i G o l d m a n w a s m a d e D e p u t y D i r e c t o r . ) M s . E v e n s

s a i d t h a t s h e s u m m a r i z e d t h e i s s u e s p r e s e n t e d b y t h e O r t i z r e p o r t

a n d t h e Þ l e s u b m i t t e d w i t h i t a n d a d v i s e d M s . G o l d m a n t h a t t h e

i s s u e s r a i s e d w e r e v e r y s e r i o u s . S h e e m p h a s i z e d t h a t a l l e g a t i o n s

w e r e r a i s e d t h a t f o s t e r c h i l d r e n w e r e b e i n g t a k e n t o G u y a n a a n d

w e r e b e i n g a b u s e d . M s . E v e n s s a i d t h a t s h e t e r m e d t h e a l l e g a

t i o n s " v e r y s e r i o u s " a n d r e q u e s t e d M a r i G o l d m a n t o o r d e r a n

i n v e s t i g a t i o n . M s . E v e n s s t a t e d t h a t M a r i G o l d m a n a l r e a d y s e e m e d

t o h a v e s o m e k n o w l e d g e o f t h e s i t u a t i o n , a p a r t f r o m t h e b r i e Þ n g

M s . E v e n s t h e n p r o v i d e d h e r . M a r i G o l d m a n i n d i c a t e d t h a t s h e h a d

s o m e d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e m a t t e r w i t h M r . D o n S c o r e o f C l i e n t

P r o t e c t i o n S e r v i c e s . M s . E v e n s s t a t e d s h e h a d t h e i m p r e s s i o n

t h a t M a r i G o l d m a n h a d a l r e a d y m a d e u p h e r m i n d a n d t h e r e w a s n o

r e a l d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e O r t i z r e p o r t . M u r i e l E v e n s r e c a l l e d t h a t

M a r i G o l d m a n s a i d t h a t t h e C o m m u n i t y C a r e L i c e n s i n g B r a n c h d i d

n o t h a v e t h e r e s o u r c e s t o e x p e n d o n a b i g - n a m e p o l i t i c a l - t y p e

c a s e l i k e P e o p l e ' s Te m p l e , o r S y n a n o n ; t h a t t h e y h a d h i g h e r

p r i o r i t i e s , s u c h a s u n l i c e n s e d f a c i l i t i e s t o w o r k o n .



Further, Ms, Evens stated that Mari Goldman announced

that she agreed with Mr. Don Score that since other agencies were

invest igat ing the case (FBI and Alcohol , Tobacco and Fi rearm Uni t

of the Treasury Department) that there was nothing more to be

d o n e o n t h e c a s e . M u r i e l E v e n s s t a t e d s h e d i s a g r e e d w i t h M a r i

G o l d m a n ' s d e c i s i o n t h a t t h e C o m m u n i t y C a r e L i c e n s i n g B r a n c h

s h o u l d n o t b e c o m e i n v o l v e d i n i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e O r t i z r e p o r t

a l l e g a t i o n s . M s . E v e n s s a i d s h e w a s u n a b l e t o p e r s u a d e M a r i

G o l d m a n t o o r d e r a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n , e v e n t h o u g h i n v e s t i g a t o r s w e r e

a v a i l a b l e i n t h e C l i e n t P r o t e c t i o n S e r v i c e s B u r e a u u n d e r t h e

d i r e c t i o n o f M a r i G o l d m a n ' s C o m m u n i t y C a r e L i c e n s i n g B r a n c h . M s .

E v e n s b e l i e v e d f o l l o w u p o n O r t i z ' i n v e s t i g a t i o n w a s w a r r a n t e d .

To M s . E v e n s ' k n o w l e d g e , d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d b e t w e e n t h e

J u l y 2 4 , 1 9 7 8 , m e e t i n g w i t h M a r i G o l d m a n a n d t h e t r a g e d y o n

N o v e m b e r 1 8 , 1 9 7 8 , n o f u r t h e r a c t i o n w a s t a k e n b y t h e D e p a r t m e n t

o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s o n t h e a l l e g a t i o n s d i s c l o s e d i n t h e O r t i z

r e p o r t a n d a c c o m p a n y i n g Þ l e . F a i l i n g t o p e r s u a d e M a r i G o l d m a n

t o o r d e r a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n , M s . E v e n s s a i d s h e c o u l d g o n o f u r t h e r

a s t h e l i c e n s i n g a t t o r n e y s h a d b e e n t o l d b y R o b e r t R o w l e y, C h i e f

D e p u t y D i r e c t o r o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f S o c i a l S e r v i c e s , t h a t " t h e

p r o g r a m b e l o n g e d t o t h e p r o g r a m " a n d n o t t h e l e g a l d i v i s i o n .

T h a t i s , t h e f u n c t i o n o f t h e l e g a l s t a f f w a s o n l y t o r e n d e r l e g a l

a d v i c e .

M s . E v e n s s a i d t h a t a f t e r M a r i G o l d m a n d e c l i n e d t o t a k e

a n y a c t i o n , t h a t M r . B r u n n e r p r o m i s e d t o d i s c u s s t h e c a s e w i t h

G a r y A d a m s , w h o w a s t h e n t h e d i r e c t o r o f t h e d i v i s i o n t h a t

i n c l u d e d l i c e n s i n g . W h e n M s . E v e n s q u e s t i o n e d M r . B r u n n e r a s t o
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