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1. CONSUL MET TODAY (FEB 24) VITH MINISTER OF JUSTICE

SEAFABUDDEEN TC DISCUSS IN GENERAL TEEMS ST(EN CASE. MINISTER
SEAEASUDDEEN ADVISEDR COKSUL THLT GUYANTSE COURT DECISIONS
AWARDING CUSTODY GENERALLY FPOLLOW AMERICAN LAY, I.E., LEGAL
FATEER IS CONSIDERZD TO HAVE CUSTODY VITH MOTEER EAVING
SECONDARY CUSTCDY RICETS. EOWEVER, COURT LLWAYS RESEOQTES RIGHT
TO DECIDE CASE ON WHAT 1S B3S? FOR TEEX CEILD .

2. SEAEA3UDDFEN FURTHEE INPOURMED ﬁOﬁSUZ TEAT SINCE CHAILD
CUSTODY CASES ARE CIVIL DISPUTES, 2EZREX IS NO LEGAL HEQUIREMENT
FOR HEARINGS T0 BE SCHEDULED WIIHIN 4 SPECITIC PEIRIOCD OF TIME.
SOME CASTS CAN BE RESOLVED OUICKXLY AND OYHERS TAKT LONGER
DEPENDING UPOR YHE SCOPE OF TES CASE. SHAHABUDDEEN STATED

" TEAT WEEN A JUDGE IN GUYARA DECIDES TO GI¥E EB1S DECISION IN
* 4RITING SUCH AN OPINION CAN TAXE AT LTAST FOUR HONTHS

BEPORE KIS DECISION IS BYILFASED. WHEN SHAEABUDDEPN
ASXED YWHIN TEE LAST HEARING ¥WAs EELD AND THE JUDSE'S
DECISION ON FCW HEZ /TEE JUDGYE) PLL&HED TO PROCEED FUR-
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ) }
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE e T
PAGE 42 GEORGY 20631 2415882

TFER, CONSUL EKEPLIED THY LASY RPARING WAS Hmcn oN
JANUARY 19 AND THE JUDGE ANNOUNCED EF YOULYL. $1%y EIS
OPINICN IN WRITING. SYAEARBUDDEEN THEN rQMMgNTEa»THAT THE
DELAY %0 DATE ¥OULD NOT 3X CONSIDERED EXCPSSIVE. :

3. CONSUL SEOWED MINISTER SHABARULDEYN STATY TELFGRAM
43I63E2 WEICE REPORTYED THE HEAYY CONGREJBIONZL INTIREST
IN TEE STOQEN CASE. CONSUL VERY CAREFULLY EXPLAINHED TC
TEE MINISTER TEAT EIS VISIT W48 SIMPLY YOR INFORMATIONAL

_PUBPOS&S AND NOT 70 INDICATZ U CONCTHy YIME GUYANEST JUDI IAL

ROMESS IN TEIS CASE. SHABABUDBEN R!P*I”D ZEAT FY UNDERSTOO0D.

. % E MINISTER TEEN REMARKED TEAT EE BELIRVES EYX WAS

APP INTED TO THE CABINET POSITIQN gy THE PRIME MINISTTR
BECAUSE OF HIS REPUTATION AS A "LBo.L TECENYCIAN WEO
d0ULD DETEND TEE INDSPENDENCE OF TEEX JUPICIAEY FROM ZXECU-
TIVE (AEAD SOVERMAENT) INTEIRFERENCE. ZIPECTED TO
MAINTAIN EIS REPUTATION WEILE HE VAS MFy’STFR. Ef THIN
TOLL CONSUL TjjaT EX (SEAHAIUDDEEN) WAS ~YAILABLE AT ANY
TIME FOR ADVI/Z ON THIE MATIER OH ON ANY OTEEIR LEGAL E
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Y QUYSTION THAT MAY ARISE.
s 4. COMMENT: SEAFARUDDEEN HAS BEEN FASILY ACCESSIELY AND
©. HELPFUL TO PMBASSY. HE IS COMSIDERED EIGELY COMPETEx™
" A%D PROBABLY WOULD RESIST POLITICAL PRESSURES T0 INTZR-
;gxr on THIS OR ANY OYEER CASFE. ”
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