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.SUBJECT: PEOPLES’TEMPLE AND THE COMMUNITY AT JONESTOWN
1. DISCUSSION. AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE CONSIDERABLE

:PUBLIC,. PRESS AND CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST EAS BEEN FOCUSED,
OVER THE LAST TEAR, ON THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE SETTLEMENT AT
JONESTOWN. LOCATED IN AREMOTE PART OF NORTHWEST GUYANA.

■THIS AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY CONSISTS OF AGROUP OF AMERICAN
CITIZENS THOUGHT TO NUMBER IN EICESS OF 1000 WHO HAVE IMMI-

:GRATED TO GUYANA FROM VARIOUS PARTS OF THE U.S . TEE PRE¬
PONDERANCE OF ATTENTION HAS TURNED AROUND THE QUESTION OF
TEE WELFARE WHERJABOUTS OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE
COMMUNITY RAISED''"by'THEIR NEXT OF KIN IN THE U.S
DIRECTLY OR BY USING THE INTERMEDIARY OF VARIOUS SENATORS
A N D C O N G R E S S M E N .
2 . RESPONDING TO THIS INTEREST, THE EMBASSY EAS ESTABLISHED

- A P R O C E D U R E W H E R E B Y O N E O F T H E C O N S U L A R O F F I C E R S V I S I T S
JONESTOWN ON AQUARTERLY BASIS TO PERFORM ROUTINE
CONSULAR FUNCTIONS AND TO COMMUNICATE WITH VARIOUS
INDIVIDUALS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY WHO MAY HAVE BEEN THE
SUBJECT OF SPECIFIC INQUIRIES. (IT SHOULD BE NOTED
THAT BECAUSE OF ITS REMOTE LOCATION, TRAVEL TO JONESTOWN
F R O M G E O R G E TO W N A N D B A C K R E Q U I R E S S O M E T H R E E TO F O U R
DAYS USING THE UNCERTAIN COMMERCIAL TRANSPORT FACILITIES
L I M I T E D O F F I C I A L U S E
L I M I T E D O F F I C I A L U S E
P A G E 0 2
A V A I L A B L E .

E I T H E R● ♦
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ACCOMPLISHED IN ONE DAY BUT THIS REQUIRES THAT AN AIR¬
C R A F T B E C H A R T E R E D A N D T H AT G R O U N D T R A N S P O R T F R O M T E E
N E A R E S T A I R S T R I P B E P R O V I D E D B Y T H E N E A R E S T G O V E R N M E N T
OF GUYANA ADMIN ISTRAT IVE OFF ICE . ) SO FAR THERE HAVE
B E E N T H R E E S U C H V I S I T S A N D T E E P R O C E D U R E S E E M S T O B E
F U N C T I O N I N G S A T I S F A C T O R I L Y .
3 . D U R I N G T E E C O N S U L A R V I S I T S I T H A S B E E N O B S E R V E D T H A T
T H E L O C A L G U Y A N E S E A D M I N I S T R A T I O N S I E R C I S E S L I T T L E O R N O
CONTROL OVER THE JONESTOWN COMMUNITY, AND THAT TEE
’SETTLEMENT'S AUTONOMY SEEMS VIRTUALLY TOTAL. THIS IS DUE
T O A V A R I E T Y O F R E A S O N S W H I C H I N C L U D E T H E F A C T T E A T T H E
AREA IN QUESTION IS" REMOTE AND THUS THE GOVERNMENT'S
R A T H E R P R I M I T I V E A D M I N I S T R A T I V E M A C H I N E R Y I S A L R E A D Y O V E R ¬
S T R A I N E D B Y I T S O B L I G A T I O N S T O T H E G U Y A N E S E C I T I Z E N S
L IV ING IN THE REGION. AS WELL AS AN UNDERSTANDABLE DIS-
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INTEREST ON THE PART OF THE LOCAL OEFICIALS TO BOTHER
W I T H A N A P P A R E N T L Y S E L F - S U F F I C I E N T C O M M U N I T Y O F N O N -
G U Y A N E S E W H O O B T I O U S L Y A R E N O T A C T I Y E L Y S E E K I N G A N Y
E X T E N S I V E " C I O W TA C T W I T H T H E G U YA N E S E E N V I R O N M E N T I N
W H I C H T H E I R S E T T L E M E N T I S L O C A T E L .
4 . WHAT WE HAVE, THEREFORE, IS ACOMMUNITY OF AMERICAN
C I T I Z E N S E X I S T I N G A H A S E L F - C O N T A I N E R A M R S E L F - G O V E R N I N G
UNIT IN AFOREIGN LAND AMR WHICH, FOR ALL INTENTS AND
PLTIPOSES, IS FURNISHING TO TEE RESIDENTS ALL OF TEE
C O M M U N I T I S E R V I C E S S U C H A S C I V I L A R M I N I S T A R T I O N , P O L I C E
AND F IRE PROTECTION, EDUCATION, HEALTH CARE, ETC . ,
N O R A M L LY P R O V I D E D B Y A C E N T R A L G O V E R N M E N T W I T H I N I T S
T E R R I T O R Y .
5 . GIVEN THE NATUEE OF MANY OF THE INOUIRIEH, BOTH
L I M I T E D O F F I C I A L U S E
L I M I T E D O F F I C I A L U S E
P A G E 0 3
PRIVATE AND CONGRESSIONAL,. CONCERNING THE WELFARE/
W H E R E A B O U T S O F VA R I O U S M E M B E R S O F T H E R E S I D E N T S O F
JONESTOWN, AS WELL AS MANY OF THE ARTICLES APPEARING IN
T E E P R E S S W H I C H H AV E A L L E G E D T H AT I N D I V I D U A L S W E R E B E I N G
HELD IN TEE COMMUNITY AGAINST THEIR WILL, TEE LACK OF
A N Y O B J E C T I V E E L E C T E D O R A P P O I N T E D P O L I T I C A L ' P R E S E N C E
IN JONESTOWN RAISES ALEGAL QUESTION WHICH THIS MISSION
I S N O T ’ Q U A L I F I E D T O A N S W E R .
6 . T E E E M B A S S Y I S N O T, O F C O U R S E , I N A P O S I T I O N TO
E X E R C I S E A N Y C O N T R O L O V E R P R I VAT E A M E R I C A N C I T I Z E N S T
HOWEVER, PRIVATE AMERICANS' TRAVELING TO OR RESIDENT IN
A F O R E I G N C O U N T R Y A R E E X P E C T E D T O O B S E R V E A N D C O N F O R M T O
TEE LAWS OF TEE HOST GOVERNMENT. CONVERSELY, CAN THE
H O S T G O V E R N M E N T ' B E O B L I G E D T O E X T E N D I T S G O V E R N M E N TA L
CONTROL AND TEE PROTECTION OF ITS LEGAL SYSTEM OVER AN
INDIVIDUAL OR GR6'uP"'0'F ALIENS RESIDING WITHIN ITS
T E R R I T O R Y ?
7 . RECOMMENDATION: IT IS REQUESTED THAT THE OFFICE OF
THE LEGAL ADVISER REVIEW THE SITUATION DESCRIBED ABOVE,
A S W E L L A S O T H E R P E R T I N E N T D ATA C O N C E R N I N G T H E P E O P L E ' S
T E M P L E A N D T E E J O N E S T O W N C O M M U N I T Y W H I C H A R E AVA I L A B L E
I N C A / S C S I N T H E D E PA R T M E N T. I F, A F T E R S U C H R E V I E W,
A N D A S S U M I N G T H AT T H E A N S W E R T O T E E Q U E S T I O N P O S E D I N
THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH IS AFFIRMATIVE, IT IS REQUESTED
T E AT W E B E I N S T R U C T E D T O A P P R O A C H T H E G O V E R N M E N T O F G U YA N A
AT AN APPROPRIATE LEVEL TO DISCUSS THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE
COMMUNITY AND REQUEST. THAT-TEE GOVERNMENT EXERCISE NORMAL
A D M I N I S T R A T I V E J U R I S D I C T I O N O V E R T H E C O M M U N I T Y, P A R T I C U ¬
L A R L Y T O I N S U R E T H A T A L L O F I T S R E S I D E N T S A R E I N F O R M E D
A N D U N D E R S TA N D T E AT T H E Y A R E S U B J E C T T O T H E L A W S A N D
A U T H O R I T Y O F T H E G O G A N D T H AT T H E Y E N J O Y T E E P R O T E C T I O N
O F T E E G U YA N E S E L E G A L S Y S T E M .
B U R K E
L I M I T E D O F F I C I A L U S E
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