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SUBJECT: TRANSCRIPT OF THZ SPECIAL ON-TET-RECORD BRIEZTING
EY JOHN A. EUSENELL, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY, ARA ON THET
GUYANA INCIDENT, MONDAY, NOVEIMEFR 23, 1978
1. MRE. BUSENELL: I HAVE BEEN EANDLING THE TASY FORCE WEICE
WE HAVE SET UP OVER THE WEEKEND TO MANAGE TFE SITUATION IN
GUTANA.
I MIGET START BY TRYING IN VERY BROAD SWEEP TO GIVE YOU SEF
SITUATION IN A PREPARED STATEMENT AND TEEN I°LL RESPOND TO
YOUR QUESTIQNS. TEIS CAN ALL BF ON TEE RFCORD.
WE KNOW NOW TFAT TEERE HAS PEFN A GREAT CALAMITY IN GUYANA
INVOLVING A LARGET NUMBER OF AMERICAN CITIZENS. TEFRE HAVE
BEEN COLDBLOODED MURDERS AND APPARENTLY MANY SUICIDES.
ESTERDAY WE MANAGED TO EVACUATET THZ INJURED FROM TEE
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ATTACXS ON TEE CONGRZSSIONAL DELEGATION AT PORT XAITUMA.
TODAY OUR ATTENTION IS CONCENTRATED ON THE SITUATION IN
JONESTOWN, TEE CENTER FOR THE PFOPLES TEIMPLFT IN GUYANA.
TEZ ENTIRE SITUATION IS COMPLICATED BY THE VERY LARGE
LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS. JONESTOWN IS AROUT 15¢ MILES FR0M
GEORGETOWN, THE CAPITAL, 3Y AIR. THERZT ARE ONLY A COUPLE
OF VERY SMALL DIRT STRIPS IN THE AREA, AND THEY ARE SEVERAL
MILES FROM TEF COMPOUND ON TEE CENTER OF JONESTOWN ITSTLF.
TEIS MORNING THEE SITUATION WAS FURTHEER COMPLICATED BY
TORRENTIAL RAINS. WE EXPECT SHORTLY TO FAVE OFFICIAL AMERI-
CAN PERSONNEL IN JONESTOWN. IN FACT, I“VE JUST TALKED TO
THE AMBASSADOR IN GEORGETOWN AND HT BELIEVES THAT SOME
AMERICAN PERSONNEL EAVE NOW ARRIVED IN JONESTOWN: AND T
HOPE #ITHIN A COUPLE OF HOURS TO HAVE ADEQUATE RADIO COM-
MUNICATION WITE TEIM. WE DO NOT EAVE THAT AT TEFE MOMENT.
AT TEE MOMENT WE HAVE THE INFORMATION PASSED T0 OUR EMBASSY
3Y TET GUYANESE POLICE WHEQO ENTERED JONFSTOWN LAST NIGET.
TEIS IS FTRAGMENTARY AND INCOMPLETE BUT INDICATES A NUMBER
CF DEAD CURRENTLY ESTIMATED BY TEE GUYANESE POLICE AT AROUT
400.
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TERQUGEOUT TEIS INCIDENT, THE GOTERNMENT OF GUYANA EAS REEN
COOPERATING FULLY WITH US. TEUS FAR ALL T®T REPORTS INDI-
CATE TEAT TEE INCIDENTS ONLY INVOLVE AMERICANS. OF COURSE,
MAJOR CRIMES FAVE BIEN COMMITTED IN GUYANEST TERRITORY AND
TEAT GOVIRNMENT RECOGNIZES ITS RESPONSIRILITIES IN TPIS
AEFA.
TARLY ON IN TEIS CRISIS, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT OFFER-
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ED WEATEVER ASSISTANCE MIGHT BE NEEDED TO TEE GUYANESE
GOVERNMENT . GIVEN TEE MAGNITUDE OF THE PROBLEM, TEE
GUYANESE GOVERNMENT HAS ASKED US POR ASSISTANCE, PARTICU-
LARLY IN TEF FIELD OF TRANSPORTATION, AND WE ARE MAXING UR-
GENT ARRANGEMENTS TO INTRODUCE MILITARY HELICOPTERS INTO
THE AREA. WE ARE ALSO SUPPLYING A NUMBER OF OTHER NON-
LETHAL ITEMS, SUCE AS RADIOS, TO PEE GUYANESE POLICE AND
SECURITY FORCES OPERATING IN THE JONESTOWN AREA. :
ALTEQUGE A CONSIDERABLE NUMBXR OF AMERICAN -- LARGELY MILI-
TARY -- PERSONNEL WILL BT INVOLVED IN TEE SUPPORT OPERATION,
AT TEIS POINT THE PRIMARY LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY ¥OR SBRINGC-
ING THOSE WHO ARE GUILTY TO JUSTICE REMAIMS WITE® THF GUYAN-
ESE GOVEENMENT. AS I EAVE SAID, THEY ARE COOPERATING FULLY
WITHE US AND HAVE TORMED TEIS MORNING A CA3INET-LEVEL COM-
MITTEE TO COORDINATE THEIR EFFORTS IN THIS VERY UNFORTUNATE
SITUATION THAT FAS OCCURRED ON TEEIR TERRITORY.

Q COULD YOU SAY —=— YOUR COMMENT ABOUT THE MAJOR CRIMES

COMMITTED AND THE ZUYANESE GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZFS ITS E-
SPONSIBILITY -- DO YOU MZAN 3Y THAT TEAT YOU EAVE EAD DIS-
CUSSIONS WITE THEM REGARDING THE EXTRADITION OF ANY OF
TEESE PEOPLE UNDER THE TREATY TEAT WE FAVE WITE GUYANA?

A. WE EAVE NOT AT TEIS POINT EAD ANY DISCUSSIONS ON EXTRA-
DITION. TEE ZVIDENCE -— THF FACTS THAT WE EAVE -- I WOULD-
N°T CALL IT "EVIDENCE" AT THIS POINT ~~ THE FACT THAT™ WF
HAVE INDICATED TEAT CRIMES SUCH AS MURDER EAVFE TARTN PLACE
IN GUYANA. TEESE ARZ CRIMITS IN GUYANA; THEY ARE NOT CRIMES

IN TEE UGNITED STATES. AND INITIALLY THIS WOULD INVOLVE

TRIAL UNDER TEE GUYANESE LAW AND PROCEDURES, AND THEY

RECOGNIZE TEAT SITUATION.

IT IS CONCEIVABLE TEAT TEERE ARF CRIMES TFAT FAVE
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TAKEN PLACE IN THE UNITED STATES, PARTICULARLY INVOLVING

STCH ISSUES AS CONSPIRACY. THAT QUESTION IS UNDER INVESTI-

GATION BY OUR LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES. CONCEIVARLY,

TEAT COULD RESULT AT SOME POINT IN A REQUEST FOR EXTRADI-

TION. 3BUT TEAT IS A MORE UNCERTAIN SITUATION TEAN THF

SITUATION WE FAVE ON TEE GROUND PEERE TODAY.

Q. I WANT TO FOLLOW UP TEAT POINT SPECIFICALLY

BECAUSE MR. HOLSINGER, WEO I UNDERSTAND IS AN AIDE TO THE

LATE CONGRESSMAN RYAN, HAS ALREADY CEARGED THAT TFE STATE
UNCLASSIFIED / DAGE
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DEPARTMENT IGNORED REQUESTS —-— OR, RATHER, THEAT TEF SUYTANAN
GOVERNMENT IGNORED US COURT ORDER REQUESTS THAT JONES RT
EXTRADITED. DO YOU ¥NOW ANYTEING A3Q0UT THEAT AT ALL?
A. TO MY XNCWLZIDGE, THERE WAS NOT AN OFFICIAL REQUEST
COMMUNICATED IN. THE NORMAL WAY FOR TEE EXTRADITION OF JONES
FROM GUYANA. I WOULD SAY ON TEIS SUBJECT THAT TEERE HAVE
SBEEN A NUMBEE OF LEGAL PROBLEMS WHEICE TAVE ARISEN IN THET
INTIRFACT BETWEEN LARGE NUMBERS OF AMERICANS AND THF GUY-
ANESE SYSTEM. THESE EAVE PARTICULARLY INVOLVED TEE CUSTCDI-
ANSEIP OF CEILDREN WEQ WERE IN THE COLONY IN GUYANA WEERE
ONE OR ANOTEER PARENT OR RELATIVE WISFED TO CLAIM TEEM.
ACTION EAS BEEN TAXEN IN SOME OF THESF¥ CASE®S IN ZUYANESE
COURTS, AND TEIS .EAS BEEN AN ISSUE OF SOME DISCUSSION FROM
TIME TO TIME -- CERTAINLY BITWEEN OUR EM3ASSY AND THE
GUYANESE AUTEORITIES -- BUT I XNCW OF NO FORMAL EXTRADITION
REQUEST ZJAVING BEEN MADE FOR MR. JONES.
Q. MR. EOLSINGER ALSO SAID, MR. BUSENELL, YESTERDAY
TEAT CONGRESSMAN RYAN WAS VERY CONCERNED AND EAD COMPLAINED
T0 _EIS STAFF THAT THET INFORMATION COMING FROM OUR EMBASSY
TEERE WAS INADEQUATE -- THAT FE WAS GETTING LESS TEAN TEE
IN-DEPTE ANALYSIS TEAT HE WAS REQUESTING BASED UPON REPORTS
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FROM HIS CONSTITUENTS TEAT THEY FAD RELATIVES WFO WERE EEING
EEL INVOLUNTARILY IN TEF ENCAMPMENT.
. A. LET ME JUST SAY TEAT THE CONSULAR SECTION OF QOUR
EMBASSY FAS MADE REGULAR VISITS TO JONESTOWN IN ORDER TO
- PROVIDE CONSULAR SERVICES. BECAUSE OF THE SUBSTANTIAL
VOLUME OF REQUESTS WEICE TEEY HAD FROM AMERICAN-CITIZEN
FAMILY MEMBERS SUGGESTING TEAT MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILY
WERE BEING HELD IN JONESTOWN AGAINST THEIR WILL, THEY
TRIED IN THESE CASES, WHERF TEIS WAS BROUGET TO TEFIR AT-
TENTION, TO EAVE PRIVATE FACF-TO-FACE DISCUSSIONS WITE
THESE PEOPLE IN JONESTOWN. THEY HAD A LARGE NUMRER, A
SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER —— I DON’T EAVE AN ®XACT FIGURE -- OVER
TEE COURSE OF THE LAST MANY MONTHS OF SUCH DISCUSSIONS.
TEEY DID NOT FIND ANY CASF WHERE MEETING FACE TO FACE WITH
TEE PERSON IN JONESTOWN THAT THAT PERSON INDICATED TEZLY
WERE BEING HELD THERE ANY WAY AGAINST TFFIR WILL.
WEAT THEY FOUND WAS REPORTED BACK TO TFE CONCERNED FAMILY
MEMBEERS.
IT OBVIOUSLY WAS NOT POSSIBLE, GIVEN THY REMOTENESS OF
JONESTOWN AND OUR LIMITED CONSULAR STATF AND SO FORTE, 70
ALWAYS RISPOND AS RAPIDLY AS CONCERNED FAMILY MEMEFRS
- MIGET LIKE MOR WITH AS MUCE DETAIL AS THEY MIG T LIKE;
3UT I THINK TEAT IN THE CASES ON WHICE WE WERE MADE AWARE
TEE CONSULAR OFFICERS DID RAVE FACE-TO-FACE CONTACT IN
JONESTOWN WITE THF INVOLVED FAMILY MEM3ERS.
Q. MR. BUSENFLL, IS THERE ANY30DY LEFT ALIVF IN
GUYANA TO EXTRADITE — ACCORDING TO TFE REPORTS YOU’TVE

HAD?
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A. THERE ARE CERTAINLY A NUMBER OF PROPLF WFO FEAVE
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BEEN ASSOCIATED WITE TEEX PEOPLES TEIMPLE COLONY THFRFT WEO
ARE STILL ALIVE. TEZRE ARF A SMALL NUMBER WEO EAVE AT
TEIS POINT MADE TEHEIR WAY INTC GEORGETOWN AND THERE ARE
SOME OTEERS TEAT EAVE MADE TEFIR WAY TO VARIOUS POLICT
POINTS IN REMOTE AREAS OF TBE COUNTRY. WYHEETHER OR NOT
ANY OF TFESE PEQOPLE WERE INVOLVED IN ANY OF THF DFPLORA3LE
CRIMINAL ACTIONS, WE HAVE NO WAY OF XNOWING AT TEIS TIME.
TEE LAST REPORT THAT WE FAVE FROM THE ZUYANESE DPOLICF ON
TEE GROUND IN JONESTOWN IS THAT THEEY DC NOT -- THEY EAVE
NOT FOUND ANY LIVING PERSONS TEERE.

Q. WEAT ABOUT THE NINE THAT WERE SUPPOSEDLY ARRESTED?
A. I AM NOT AWARE OF SOME NUMBER OF NINE SUPPOSEDLY
ARRESTED, 3RUT TEERI ARE A NUMBER OF PFOPLT WHO FAVE COME
IN TO POLICE POSTS REMOTE FROM JOMESTOWN, A NUMBEE OF
MILES FROM JONESTOWN. THESE PEOPLE ARE UNDER POLICT
CUSTODY AT TEE MOMENT —-— IF WE WANT TO USE THEE WORD

CUSTODY =-— UNTIL TEE SITUATION IS SORTED OUT. WHETHER
OR NOT ANY OF TEEM ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY SORT OF CRIME
HAS CERTAINLY NOT YET BEEN DETERMINED. TEAT IS PRE-
SUMABLY BEING LOOKED AT IN SOME RESPECT.
_THERE IS ONE CASET TFAT I KNOW OF -— AND THERE MAY 3F OTFER
_CASES —— WHERE THE GUYANESE AUTEORITIE®S EAVF DENIZD--RE—~
"FUSED TO ALLOW AMERICANS ASSOCIATED WITE TRY PEOPLE’S
- TEMPLE TO LEAVE TEE COUNTRY BECAUSE OF THE POTENTIAL
SUSPICION AT LEAST TFAT THEY WERE INVOLVED.
SO FAR AS I XNOW, TEERF IS NO-ONE-YET ARRFSTFD BEARGFD
WITE THE CRIME.
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Q MR. BUSHNELL, MR. HOLSINGER SAID SOME OTHER THINGS TO
REPORTERS YESTERDAY. EE SAID TEAT CONGRESSMAN RYAN HAD
ASKED STATE TO INVESTIGATE TEIS, BUT WAS ASSURED THERE WAS
NO CAUSE FOR ALARM AND EE SAID DIRECTLY TEZY TOLD US EVFRY-
TEING WAS FINE AMONG TET TEMPLE FOLLOWERS IN GUYANA; THTY
SAID IT WAS A PRIVATTE MATTER RETWEEN PRIVATT CITIZENS AND
IRAN (SIC) SEOULD NOT GET INVOLVED.
A I THINK GIVEN THE LEVEL OF UNDERSTANDASLF EMOTION TEAT
WE HAVE SURROUNDING TEIS WEOLE ISSUE AND WE EAVE UPSTAIRS
IN THE OPERATION CENTEZR A NUMRER OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE BETYN
ON THEE PHONE TO RELATIVES AND SO FORTE OVZR THF LAST 49
- HOURS, TEERF ARF A LOT OF TPINGS WEICF, FORTUNATELY I
“MIGHET SAY, WE IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT DON’T BECOME INVOLVED
IN ALL TEF TIME. 30T IN THE SORT OF FAMILY TENSIONS THAT
ARISE, IN TEIS SORT OF SITUATION, THERF IS TEE FFELING FRF-
QUENTLY THAT, ONE. THAT THE GOVERNMENT, WEATEVER THE GOV-
_ERNMENT IS, AND IN THIS CASE IT TENDS TO BE OUR EMBASSY IN
GUYANA, IS NOT ABLE TO SATISFY ALL OF TEBE QUESTIONS, ALL
UNCLASSIFIED / .
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OF TEE ASPECT, THAT CONCERN TAMILY MEMBFRS RAISED. I
TEINK THAT IS UNDERSTANDABLE.
I WOULD SAY TEAT WZ HAD A SERIZS OF BRIEFINGS FOR THE CON-
GRESSMAN AND FIS STAFF 3EFORE HE MADE TFIS TRIP. WE POINTED
OUT TO HIM, ON THE CNE FAND, TEATOUR' CONSULAR OFFICERS EAD
BEEN REGULARLY VISITING JONESTOWN; NONT OF THEM EAD EVER
3EEN MOLESTED IN ANY WAY; THESE VISITS FAD BEEN OPFN; TEAT
TEEY HAD BEEZN ABLE TO TALK TO WEOEVER TFEY WANTED TO, AS I
INDICATED EARLIER. NONETETLESS, WF POINTED OUT TO EIM
TEAT IT WAS WELL NCWN TO FIM, AS WRLL AS TO US, THAT THE
CAMP EAD ARMED GUARDS; THAT IT WAS IN A VERY RFMOTE AREA;
VERY EARD TO REACH; THERE WAS NOT A SIGNIFICANT GUYANESE
LAY ENFORCEMENT PRESENCE IN THE AREA. NONETHELESS, I

- -TEINK--TEAT .YE FAVE CERTAINLY- FOUNDIT IN TEE STATE DEPART= ~- = "~

MENT VERY DIFFICULT TO SAY TO ANY CONGRESSMAN TEAT EE
SHOULD NOT VISIT OTEER AMERICAN CITIZENS, FARTICULARLY
UNCLASSIFIED
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TEQOSE WED ARE HIS CONSTITUENTS, WEEREVER IN TET WORLD HE
MIGET FIND THEM.

WE DID FEEL TEAT EECAUSE EF FAD BEFN VISITED PERSCNALLY EBY
A NUMBER OF PEOPLE WEO FAD LEFT THAT SETTLEMENT IN GUYANA
AND WEO HAD FIRST-EAND INFORMATION OF WEAT WENT ON THERF --
TEEY EAVE ALSO VISITED US AND GIVEN US EXPLANATIONS GIVEIN

TO EIM -- THAT, IN TFACT, EZ WAS AWARE OF TEE SITUATION

- THERE; AS AWARE OF SOME OF THE PLANS AND THE PROCEDURES

OF TEIS GROUP OF PEOPLE; AS WE WERF. :

WE DISCUSSED ALL THESE PROBLEMS WITH EIM AND EIS

STAFF IN DETAIL. WE POINTED OUT THE VERY REAL LIMITS OF
ANY AMERICAN EMBASSY ANYWHERE IN THE® WORLD IN TERMS OF
SECURITY FOR VISITING PEOPLE, 3UT WE FAD TO LEAVE, AND I
TEINK IT WAS PROPER FOR US TO LFAVE TO KIM, THE CPOICFY OF
WEETHER OR NOT HE MADE THE VISIT AND THE FINAL ARRANGEMENTS
FOR DOINZ SO.

Q HAS THE DEPARTMENT MADE CONTACT WITE GARY AND LANF
AND BAS IT LEARNED ANYTHING FROM TEEM OR ANYONE ELSE AS TO
YEAT SPARKED IT EXACTLY, WHAT WENT ON BEYOND WHAT WE HAVE

IN THE PRESS REPORTS? —
A I WOULD SAY., TO 3E PERFECTLY FRANX WITH YOU, THIS "
MORNING SOME OF OUR CONSULAR OFFICERS IN GEORGETOWN TALKED i
FOR AN HOUR AND A HALF WITF MR. LANE., THEY HAVE PREPARFD

A REPORT, WHICH IS AT TEIS POINT ARRIVING EERE. I FAVE

NOT READ IT. BUT WE EAVE BEEN IN CONTACT. WF EAYE OB- L//
VIOUSLY SUBSTANTIAL PROBLEMS AND WILL HAVE OF THE PRIVACY
ACT IN TERMS OF REVEALING WEAT IS IN TEE CABLY TO TEE PRESS
EVEN AFTER WE HAVE LOOKED AT IT, BUT IT MAY GIVE US SOME
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.
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Q CAN YOU 3E A LITTLE MORE SPECIFIC ON THE INTER~-RELA~-
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TIONSEIP BETWEEN TEE UNITED STATES AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES?
IN OTHER WORDS, YOU SPOXE BEFORE OF QUESTIONING. ARE
AMERICAN OFFICIALS OR WILL TFEY 3E PRZSENT AT SUCE QUESTI-
ONING, PARTICIPATE? IT IS SORT OF A JOINT INVESTIGATION?
OR ARE YOU CONFIDEINT TEAT SOMEEOW, YOU XNOW, THEY ARE DOING
TEE JOB AND YCU WILL HEAR ABOUT IT?

HEQW INTEFR-RELATED OR EOW INVOLVED IS THF U.S. GOVEIRN-

MENT IN TEE INVESTIGATION?

A. TEE BASIC REZSPONSIBILITY FOR THE INVESTIGATION AND,
OF COURSE, TEE BASIC CAPARILITY TO DO IT IS WITE TEF GUY-
ANESE., VWE HAVE OFFERRED ASSISTANCE OF VARIOUS SOR?S.
TEEY EAVE TAKEN US UP ON THE OFFER OF PARTICULARLY TRANS-
PORT AND TEINGS LIXE TEIS. WE ANTICIPATFE HAVING A NUMEFR
OF LEGAL ATTACHES —— THOSE ARE ATTACEES OF TEX FRI -- GO-
ING TO GUYANA AS SOON AS WE CAN ARRANGE IT. TEHESE ARE
PEOPLE TEAT WOULD BAVE BAD EXPERTISE WITH THE SORT OF SIT-
UATION THEAT EAS ARISEN THERE THAT COULD HELP TEEM WITH IN-
TERVIEZWING AND SO FORTH.

WE HAVE INDICATED TEAT WE WILL MAXE AVAILABLE LABORA-

TCRY ¥ORX AND OTHER SORTS OF TFEINGS LIKE THAT FROM TET
UNITED STATES.

AT TEIS STAGE IN THE INVESTIGATION, WFICH IS THEZ VERY
INITIAL STASES, WE ARE ESSENTIALLY STANDING OPNF TO PRO-
VIDE WEATEVER MIGGT BE USEFUL THAT THEY WOULD REQUIRE AND
UNTIL THE INVESTIGATION ADVANCES WE WILL NOT XKNOW PRECISE-
LY WEAT TEEY WILL EE.

- Q MR. BUSENELL, AT TEIS POINT ARE YOU CLEAR AT ALL ON
- UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE 12 STATE 297342

HOW MANY OF TFE AMERICAN DEATES TFAT WERF REPORTED TEIS

MORNING WERE SUICIDES AND HOW MANY WERE MURDERS?

WEAT DO THE GUYANESE POLICE REPORT TO YOUR PTOPLE?

A FRANKLY, WE ARE NOT CLEAR ON THAT UNTIL WE GET THE

REPORTS FROM QUR OWN PEOPLE IN THAT AREA.

TEE INITIAL REPORT TEAT WE HAD INDICATED TFAT AT

LEAST MANY OR MOST OF TEE BODIES WHICE THEY HAD SEEN

SEEMED TO EAVE NO SIGNS OF EXTERNAL TRAUMA OR DAMAGE.

'TEAT, EOWEVER, WAS NOT A COMPLETE INVENTORY. I WOULD NOT

WANT TO RULE QUT THAT TFERE ARE BODIES WITHE THAT SIGN, RUT

(AT LEAST THE INITIAL REPORT TROM THE PEOPLE INITIALLY

ARRIVING INDICATED TEAT TEE BODIES THAT THEY SEEM TO 3E

INSPECTING AND SEEING CLOSELY DID NOT HAVE ANY SIGNS OF

EXTERNAL DAMAGE.

Q THAT WOULD STILL LEAVE AROUT 709 AMERICANS NOT AC-

. COUNTED FOR. TEERE ARE 400 BODIES AND YESTERDAY YOU EO-

PLE SAID TEHERE WERE 119¢ PEOPLE THERE.

A I WANT TO STAY AWAY, IF WE CAN, AND I THINK IT IS

GOING 7O RAISE A LOT OF HOPES, PERHAPS UNNECESSARILY, IN

TEIS COUNTRY WITE TOO MUCH OF A NUMBERSGAME.

_OUR ESTIMATE OF 110¢ AMZRICANS IN THAT COLONY WAS AN

ESTIMATE AS OF SOME MONTES AGO. IT IS NOT SOMETHING WHICE
UNCLASSIFIED / PAGE
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¥E HAVE ANY FACILITY FOR KEEPING UP TO DATF EVERY TIME
TEERE IS A BIRTH, FVERY TIME ANYBODY LEAVES, AND SO FORTEH.
Q JOEN, IS IT POSSIBLE TO GET A CERCNOLOGY OF CONSULAR
VISITS IN RECENT MONTHES, INCLUDING THOSE THAT RELATED T9
UNCLASSIFIED
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TEE SPECIFIC COMPLAINTS FROM RELATIVES?
A WE CAN PRIPARE FOR YCU, I THINX, FROM THE RFCORDS OF
TEE EMBASSY -— WE WILL PROBABLY EAVE TO CONTACT TEEM TO DO
TEIS —— A LIST OF TEE DATES OVER 1978, LET’S SAY, AT WHICH
CONSULAR OFFICERS VISITED JONESTOWN.
IN ALL OF THESE VISITS PEEIY TOOK UP SOME PROBLEMS
RAISED BY FAMILY MEMBERS. SO PHAT, TFT LIST OF VISITS
YOULD INCLUDE -— ALL TEOSE VISITS WOULD INVOLVE TEAT
PROBLEM.
Q SIR, IN THOSE VISITS TEAT THEISFT CONSULAR OFFICERS
MADE, I THINK YOU SAID IN YOUR OPENING 3EMARXS THAT THEY
2AD NOT COME UP WITH ANY INSTANCE IN WFICE IN A PRIVATE
CONVERSATION WITH A MEMBER OF TET COMMUNITY TECSF PFOPLE
EXPRESSED EITPFER TEE FACT TEAT THEY WANTED TO LEAVE OR
TEAT THEY WEPE BEING HELD AGAINST "THEEIR WILL.
BUT IN YOUR ERIEFINGS WITH CONGRESSMAN RYAN AND EIS
STAFF, CERTAINLY TEEY PRESENTED INDICATIONS TO THE CON-
TRAY, INDICATIONS WEICH MAY EAVE TURNED QUT TO BE TRUE, IF
WE CAN CREDIT THOSE TEINGS TEAT HAVE BEEN SAID BY TEF SU -
. VIVORS OF THE INCIDENT AT TEE AIRPORT TEE OTFER DAY..
NOW, I AM WONDERING FZOW TEE DEPARTMENT AND THE CON-
GRESSMAN’S STAFF MANAGED TO RECONCILE IN THE BRIEFINGS
TEAT WERE HELD BETORE HE WENT DOWN THERE WEAT APPSARED TO
- BE AN INCONSISTENCY OF THE STATUS OF THE PEOPLE WEO WERE
LIVING IN THAT COMPOUND; YOUR CONSULAR OFFICERS SAYING
TEAT EVERYTEING WAS ALL RIGET DOWN THERE AND RYAN’S
PEOPLE COMING UP WITE, I WOULD ASSUME, A SUBSTANTIAL NUM-
BER OF INDICATIONS TO TEE CONTRARY?
A ALL TEAT OUR CONSULAR OFFICERS COULD PHYSICALLY DO,
RECOGNIZING TEAT WE DID NOT EAVE A CONSULAR POST IN TEE
UNCLASSIFIED
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COMMUNITY OR ANYTEING LIXE THAT, IS TO SIT DOWN WITE A
PERSON AND TALK WETE TFEM AND GIVE THEM EVERY OPPORTUNITY
IN PRIVATE TO RAISE ANY COMPLAINTS WITF THE SITUATION OF
THAT NATURE, THAT TFEY COULDN’T LEAVE IF THFY WANTED TO
LEAVE, THAT TEEY WOULD WANT TO RAISE. TEEY DID NOT DO SO.
NO#, WEETHER, IN FACT, EVEN SOME OF THESE PFOPLE WFO
MAY SUBSEQUENTLY EAVE LEFT TEE CAMP FFLT TEAT THERE WAS
SOME CONSTRAINT ON TEEM, WRICE THEY DIDN ‘P BRING UGP WITH
THE CONSULAR OFFICER, I CCULD NOT SPEAX TO.
TEE ROLE OF TEE CONSULAR OFFICER, —— REMEM3ER TEFSE
ARE AMERICAN CITIZENS, BOTE IN THE CAMP AND COMPLAINING —-—
IS LIMITED CERTAINLY IN TERMS HX IS NOT ENGAGED IN INTES-
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TIGATION. EE WAS ENGAGED IN TALXING WITE THEM PACE 70
FACE AND GIVING TEEM AN OPPORTUNITY TO RAISF PRORLEMS TEAT
TEZY FELT TEEY MIGET HAVE FAD.
4% DO KNOW, OF COURST, TFAT THERE ARE A NUMRER OF
PEZOPLE WHO DID LEAVE TEE CAMP,
Q - I WAS ASXING A30UT DO YOU XNOW IF TEE SET OF PEOPLE
TEAT WANTED TO LEAVE WITH RYAN, IF ANY OF TEOSE PFOPLF FAD
SEEN PREVIOUSLY CONTACTED DURING THEST CONSULAR VISIT™S?
A THIS IS OF TEE SIX TC TEN PECPLE WHO WERE LFAVING
YITE EIM.

- . WE DO NOT AT THIS MOMENT EVEN HAVE A COMPLETE SET OF

NAMES FOR TEOSE PTOPLE. SO, UNTIL WE GET THAT WE CANNOT
ADDRESS TEHAT.
UNCLASSIFIED B
UNCLASSIFIED
PAGE 13 STATE 297342 .
Q JUST T0 CLARIFY TEAT, WAS THEE DEPARTMENT APPROACHED
EITEEZR STATE OR JUSTICE, BY SUCHE A LAY ®NFORCEMENT OFFICER
REQUESTING EXTRADITION OF MR. JONES?
A WELL, TEIS DEPARTMENT AND THEE OTEER DEPARTMENTS OF TFE
GOVERNMENT ARE VERY BIG PLACES. IF WE WERF APPROACHED
FORMALLY, TEE STATE DEPARTMENT WOULD CERTAINLY FAVE PRO-~
CEEDED FORMALLY WITE IT.
"I CANNOT SAY FOE ALL THE PEOPLE IN THIS RUILDING AND OTEFR
BUILDINGS TEAT NOBODY EVER EAD A CONVERSATION ABOUT IT.
'Q JOEN, YOU CAN UNDERSTAND TEAT THERE IS A TREMENDOUS
AMOUNT OF INTEREST AT TEIS POINT IN PRECISFLY WPAT HAP-
" PENED AT JONESTOWN, AND YOU EAVE INDIBATED TEAT A NUMBER
- OF PEOPLE FROM JONESTOWN ARF NOW IN GFORGETOWN, WEERE PRF~-
_SUMABLY TEEY FAVE BEEN DEBRIFFED BY LOCAL POLICE, AND WEERE
PRESUMARLY SOME OF YOUR PTOPLE HAVE BFEN IN TOUCE.
YOULD YOU GIVE US AS MUCE AS YOU CAN WEAT YOU EKNOW?
A I WILL SAY TEAT WE ARE IN THF PROCESS OF TEZIS. 1IN THE
COURSE OF THE MOR ING, THERF FAVF BEEN SUCH CONTACTS AS YOU
"HAVE MENTIONED. TEX PEOPLE TEAT EAVE HAD THESE CONTACTS
ARF WRITING TEIS UP, AND WE DO NOT PEYSICALLY FAVE IT EFRE.
I EAVE NOT FELT THAT TEIS WAS SOMETEING I SHOULD GO INTO IN
'DEPTH OVER TEE PHONE. IT IS RETTER TO GET TFAT IN WRITING.
S0, WE WILL EAVE THOSE REPORTS COMING IN TO US, AND AT THIS
"POINT I CANNOT SAY ANY MORE TEAN THAT.
4EX DO EAVE R_EPORTS FROM GUYANESE AUTEORITIES TEAT A
" SUICIDE PACT OF SOME SORT WAS IMPLEIMENTED, THAT SOME PRO-
PLE FLED THE CAMP ARZA, TEE COMPOUND, TTYE AREA CALLED
"JONESTOWN, AS THAT PROCESS WAS UNDERWAY.
¢ MRE. BUSANELL, LET ME JUST FOLLOW UP, IF I MAY, BECAUST
- UNCLASSIFIED
UNCLASSIFIZED
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YESTERDAY THERE WAS SOME INFORMATION WHICE CAME OUT OF TEIS
DEPARTMENT TO THE EFFECT TPAT A MESSAGE WAS SENT FROM
"JONESTOWN TO THE FEADQUARTERS OF TFE SECT IN GFORGETOWN
REQUESTING AN ADDITIOMAL AIRCRAFT™, BECAUSE, SO THEE MESSAGEF
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SAID, SOME TXTRA PECPLE WANTED TO LFEAVE. IS TEAT ACCURATE,
FIRST OF ALL? AND, SECONDLY, EOY DOES THAT FIT IN WITH
WEAT OEVIOUSLY HAPPENED TEEREATTER? .
A THAT IS ESSENTIALLY ADEQUATE, AS I UNDERSTAND IT. TZE
EMBASSY, OF COURSE, %AS RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING TRANSPORT,
\RRANING TRANSPORT, FOR TEZ CONGRESSIONAL DELEZATION, AS
IS NORMAL FOR CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATIONS.
TET EMBASSY DOES NOT, AND DID NOT, AT TUAT TIME, SAVE ANY
COMMUNICATIONS, AND HAS NEVER HAD ANY COMMUNICATION WIT
JOg%STOWN. TEERE ARE NO TELEPHONZS. THERE ARF NO COMMUNI-
CATIONS.
MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT TEE PEOPLF AT JONESTOWN HAVE GCOM-
MUNICATED BY ESSENTIALLY SHORT-WAVE AMATEUR RADIO, IN-
CLUDING COMMUNICATING WITE TEEIR OFFICE IN GEORGETOWN.
AT ABOUT NOON, GEORGETOWN TIME, ON SATURDAY, TEF EMPBASSY
WAS CALLED BY TEE GEORGITOWN OFFICE OF THE PEOPLES TEMPLE
WHICH SAID TEAT THEIR PEOPLE IN JONESTOWN HAD CALLTD AND
TEERE WERE SOME PEOPLE FROM JONESTOWN TEAT WISEED TO LTAVE
YITE THE CONGRESSIONAL PARTY, THAT THIS WAS A NUMBER OF, AS
I RECALL, SIX TO TEN PEOPLE WERE GIVEN, AND THERZFORE TFERE
WAS A REQUEST THAT TEE EMBASSY PROVIDE ADDITIONAL TRANSPORT
IN ORDER TO RRING TEOSE PEOPLE OUT AT TKF SAME TIME AS THE
CONGRESSIONAL PARTY.
UNCLASSIFIZD
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THERE WAS NO INDICATION OF ANYTEING HAVING TO DO WITE MO-
TIVATION OF TEIS, BUT TEAT IS TFE REPORT THAT TEE EMBASSY
DID RECEIVE, AND EAS BEEN REPEATED TO ME BY EMBASSY OF-
FICIALS. )
Q MR. BUSHNFLL, YESTERDAY MORNING AT TEEZ FIRST BRIETFING,
TEE STATE DEPARTMENT EAD SAID REALLY NOTHING IN REPLY TO
A QUESTION. THE SPOKESMAN SAID, "WE DIDN’T WARN TEE CON-
GRESSMAN.” YESTERDAY AFTERNOON., THE STATE DEPARTMENT SAID
IT HAD GIVEN HIM LOGISTICAL WARNINGS. TEIS MORNING YOU
MENTION HE ¥AS INFORMED OF ARMAMENTS, ARMED GUARDS, AND
OTHER PROBLEMS.
I AM YJONDERING IF ALL OF THIS COMES DOWN TO TEAT EE REALLY
YAS BEING TOLD WITHOUT TWE ACTUAL WORDS BEING USED THAT
STATE WOULD RATEZR EE NOT GO IN TEFRE, THAT IT WAS UNSAFE,
THEAT IT WAS DANGEROUS, TEAT BE MIGET LOSE HIS LIFE.
A "LET ME TRY TO PUT TEIS IN PERSPECTIVE IN TEE FOLLOWING
WAY. YE EAVE HAD OVER THE LAST, MORE TEAN A YFAR, A GREAT
MANY CONVERSATIONS BY STATE DEPARTMENT PEOPLE WITH THE

CONGRESSMAN AND PARTICULARLY WITF VARIOUS MEMBERS OF BIS
- STAYF. HE WAS, OF COURSE, INTERESTED IN TPE SITUATION
TEFRE. IT WAS A MATTER IMPORTANT TO HIS OFFICE, TO EIM,
AND TO EIS CONSTITUENCY.
WE WERE VERY AWARE IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT TEAT JUST AS
WE WERE VERY AWARE IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT THAT JUST AS
OUR DESK OFFICERS WERE SEEING INDIVIDUALS WEO KAD LEFT THE
COLONY, TEAT THE CONGRESSMAN AND HIS STAFF WERE SEEING
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TEESE SAME INDIVIDUALS. IN FACT, WE WOULD OFTEN REFER AN
INDIVIDGAL TEAT WOULD COME TO ONE OF THTIR OFFICES FIRST
TO COME TO TEF OFFICE. SO WE WERE AWARE FROM TEIS LONGTR
SERIES OF DISCUSSIONS TEAT TEE CONGRESSMAN TAD ZSSENTIALLY
TEE SAME BODY OF XNCWLEDGE ABOUT THIS SITUATION AS WE Ha7.
UNCLASSIFI®D
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 IN FACT, TEERE ARE MANY OF US YEICE ASSUME TEAT IF ANY-
TEING, HZ MIGHT FAVE, IN SOME ASPECTS, HAVET KNOWN MORE THAN
WE DID, BECAUSE HE EAD REPORTS FROM HIS CONSTITUENCY, FROM
"HEIS OFFICE, AND SO FORTH.
SO. IT WAS NOT AS THOUGE —- AND I TEINK THIS IS PSREAPS TFE
MISIMPRESSION TEAT HAS GOTTEN AROUND — TEAT WEEN THE CON-
GREISSMAN CAME TO SEE US, WE 3EGAN TO BRIEF FIM, AS TEHOUGE
TEIS WAS A NEW SITUATION WEICH KE HAD NO FAMILIARITY WITE.
“OBVIOUSLY EEZ EAD IMMENSE FAMILIARITY WITE IT. HE XNEW
VIRTUALLY ALMOST AS MGCE ABQUT IT AS WE DID, SO TEAT TO A
CONSIDERABLE EXTENT, WEAT WE CONCENTRATZD ON BRIEFING HIM
WERE TEOSE THINGS WE THOUGHT FE WOULD NOT FAVE SEEN FA-
MILIAR WITE; FOR EXAMPLE, ON WHAT OUR CONSULAR OFFICERS
WHO EAD BEEZN VISITING TEE AREA HAD DONE, WEAT TFEY HAD
"ENCOUNTERED TFERE, AND SO FORTH, SUCH AS THE PRESENCE OF
_ARMED GUARDS IN TFE CAMP, AND TFE VERY DIFFICULT PROBLEMS
THAT WE WOULD FACE IN EANDLING A CONGPESSIONAL DELEGATION,
OF MOVING TEEM UP TEZRE, PARTICULARLY IF, IN ADDITION TO
_TEE QFFICIAL MEMBERS OF TEE PARTY TEERE WERT OTETR MEMBERS
OF TEE PARTY THAT WANTED TO GO AT THE SAME TIME, AND SO
FORTH.

IT DID NOT SEEM T0 TEE PEOPLE TEAT WERE GIVING TEIS BRIEF-
"ING THAT TEEY NEEDED TO SAY IN SO MANY WORDS TEAT THEIS WAS
A DANGEROUS UNDERTAKING. I TEINX TEAT THAT WAS. IN SOME
_RESPECTS, CLFAR TO EVERYONE INVOLVED IN THE ISSUE.
. ON THE OTHER HAND, I SUPPOSE IN SOME RESPECTS, IT EAS BEEN
'SOMEWEAT DANGEROUS, IN RETROSPECT, AT LTAST, FOR OUR CON-
SULAR OFFICERS TO 3E GOING IN THERE ONCE A MONTH, AND YZT
TEEY EAVE BEEN DOING TEAT, AND DOING IT SUCCESSFULLY FOR
UNCLASSITIED |
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SOME TIME.
'S0 THAT IS TEF GENERAL PERSPECTIVE OF WFICE ONE SEOULD LOCX
AT TEIS SITUATION OF WEAT WE TOLD THE CONGRESSMAN AND EIS
~ STAFF BEFOREEAND.

'Q MR. BUSHNELL, CAN YOU ASSUME THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT

- IN TEEZ FIELD WOULD KNOW MORE THAN A CONIRESSMAN HEARING
"REPORTS FROM KIS CONSTITUENTS?

A AS I SAID, WE DID 3RIEF THE CONGRESSMAN ON WEAT TEF EM-
"BASSY HAD SENT IN. THAT WAS TFE PARTICULAR VIEY WEICHE WE
"COULD ADD TO THE VIEW TEAT HE WAS GETTING INDEPENDENTLY FROM
_PEOPLE WEO EAD BEEN THERF, AND SO FORTH.

I DO NOT MYSELF HAVE ANY PERSONAL XNOWLEDGE ABOUT ANY SO-
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CALLED SUICIDE® PACT, AND SO FORTE. WE DO EAVE, AS YOU
KNOY, WE OPEZEATE UNDER CONSIDERABLE RFSTRAINTS IN TIRMS
OF QUR OYWN CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS ON RFLIGIOUS FRDEZDOM,
AND SO FORTE. AND I TPINK ALL CONSULAR OFFICEIRS OF TEHT
FOREIGN SERVICE HAVE TO BE CIRCUMSPECT IN THZ SORTS OF
QUESTIONS IN TERMS OF RELIGICUS CFREMONIZS AND SO FORTH
THEAT THEY MIGET AS%X, AND INFORMATION TEAT WE MIZET ASZ
OF TEAT NATURE.
SO I THINK WE DID SEARE WITH EIM TEE SORT OF INFORMATION
THAT %E EAD IN GIVING HIM AS FULL A BRIEFING ON TEE SITU-
ATION AS WE COULD.
Q. I WONDER IF, PICKING UP ON BEING CIRCUMSPECT, DO YOU
SUPPOSE TEAT POSSIBLY WHY YOUR OFFICIALS WERE ABLE TO 3ET
IN AND OUT SAFELY, AND POSSIZLY WEY YOUR OFFICIALS WZRE
NOT ABLE-TO FIND ANYBODY WHO WAS BEING HELD AGAINST HIS
W#ILL WAS BECAUSE POSSIBLY == AND I DON’T W¥ANT TO PUT WORDS
IN YOUR MOUTH, BUT I’D LIKE YOU TO SPECTLATY —- TEFY WERE
SO CIRCUMSPECT THAT THEY DIDN'T RUFFLT ANY30DY 02 DIZ TOO
UNCLASSIFIED
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DEEPLY? i

A ~=THAT THE CONSULAR OFFICER HAS A CERTAIN SFRVICE TO

PROVIDE, ISSUING BIRTH CERTIFICATES, PASSPORTS, THEE VARI-
OUS SORTS OF THINGS THAT EFX NEEDS TO DO. TEIS BRINGS EIM
IN VERY DIRECT PERSONAL CONTACT WITH A WIDE RANGE OF PEO-
PLE. THZ INDIVIDUAL CONSULAR OFFICERS REQUESTED TO SEE
THE INDIVIDUALS WEERE TEEY HAD RECEIVED RFQUESTS FROM
FAMILY MEMBERS; THOSE INDIVIDUALS APPFARED, TALKED WITE
TEEM. THF CONSULAR OFFICERS FAD PREVIOUSLY READ THE LET-
TERS FROM TEEIR INVOLVED FAMILY MEMEERS OF WFAT TEEY HAD
SAID; TEHZY EXPLORED WEAT WAS SAID IN TROSE LETTERS; THEY
TALKED BACK AND FORTE. I THINK I WOULD AT LEZAST ARGUE
THAT OUR CONSULAR OFFICERS ARE, BY AND LARSE, AND CERTAIN-
LY OUR ONES IN GUYANA ARE® VERY SENSITIVT INDIVIDUALS. TEEY
#OULD CERTAINLY NOT TRY TO EMBARRASS ANY AMERICAN CITI-
ZEN SITTING IN FRONT OF HIM, RUT TEEY, SINCE THEY WOULD
THEN GO BACK AND TEEMSELVES DRAFT WEAT IN MANY CASES WAS
AN AGONIZINGLY HARD LETTER TO DRAFT, DFSCRIEING TO TEI
FAMILY MEMBER WEAT THEY HAD FOUND, I TEINK TEEY WOULD
WATCE FOR THE NUANCE, TEEY WOULD WATCE FOR WFAT WAS -SAID
IN ORDER TO GET A FEELING FOR TFAT SITUATION.

Q WHAT IS TOUR EXPLANATION FOR WHY YOUR PFOPLF COULD
GO IN AND QUT WITH APPARENT EASE AND TEFSE PEOPLE GOT
GUNNED DOWN ON THE RUNWAY?

A UNTIL WE HAVE A LOT MORE FACTS, I THINK WE WOULD
JUST BE SPECULATING ON THIS SITUATION. ORVIOUSLY, SOME-
THING HAPPENED SOMEHOW AT A CRITICAL TIME. IF WE LOOX
3ACK OVER IT, THE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION WAS ADMITTED
TO"TEE CAMP, IT WAS THERE FOR SOME TIME; THE SHOOTING
OCCURRED, NOT AT THE CAMP 3UT AT THE AIRPORT. OBVIOUSLY,

UNCLASSIFIZD '
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_THIS. RAISES 4 LARGE NUMBER OF QUESTIONS &ND WE SIMPLY DO
NOT HAVE THE ANSWERS TO TEOSE QUESTIONS, AND WF EAVE &
LOT OF INVESTIGATING TO DO, A LOT OF PIOPLE TO TALX TO.

I SUSPECT, AS OFTEN IN TEESE CASES, THE STORIES WILL NOT
3E IDENTICAL —— WE WILL HAVE TO DO SOME SORTING OUT OF
"TEZ SITUATION. TEERE IS, ORVIOUSLY, A DIFFERENCE BETWTEN
_A SUBSTANTIAL CONGRESSIONAL DTLEGATION AND TEE VISIT OF
AN INDIVIDUAL CONSULAR OFFICER WHO IS COMING ON, WHAT IS
GENERALLY PERCEIVEFD TO BE IMPORTANT BUSINESS IN TERMS OF
_ESTABLISEING TEE RIGETS OF AMERICAN CITIZINS OF TEE OTTYER
PEOPLE IM TEE COMPOUND.

Q MR. BUSHNZLL, I WOULD LIKE TO FOLLOW UP TFAT QUEST-
ION ALSO. TEE QUESTION I WOULD RAISE WITE YOU IS WHETETR
A CONSULAR OFFICER GOING IN WOULD BF EMPOWERED TO SAY,

I'M PREPARED TO TAXE YOU QUT WITH ME IF IN FACT YOU WANT

TO LEAVE, MIGET TEAT NOT BE A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN WHAT A CONSULAR OFFICFR EAS TO SAY AND AND WEAT
CONGRESSMAN RYAN EAD TO SAY? :

A WEAT THE CONSULAR OFFICER COULD HAVE DONE IN THAT
CASE, OF COURSE, NEVER AROSE. FEO¥EVER, WE DID NOT, AS I
EAVE SAID, ENCOUNTER ANY SITUATION IN WPICE ANYONE INDI-
"CATED TO A CONSULAR OFFICER TEAT HE OR SHFE WISEED TO LEAVF
_TEF CAMP AND WAS 3EING DETAINED, IF HE WAS.

Q THAT’S NOT THE QUESTION T WAS RAISING. THE QUES-
TION I WAS RAISING WAS WHETHER A CONSULAR OFFICER WOULD

' VOLUNTEER TEE INFORMATION THAT IF SOMEONE WANTED TO LEAVE,
EE, WITE THEE POWFR OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT BEEIND FIM, ¥AS
PREPARED TO FACILITATE TEAT.

"A I TEINK THAT IT WOULD BE IMPLICIT OR EXPLICIT IN
WHAT HE SAID THAT SEOULD AN INDIVIDUAL INDICATE THAT EE
WISEED TO LEAVE, THAT EE WOULD WORK TOWARDS TEAT END.

UNCLASSIFIED -
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Q fin. BUSHNELL. YOU MAY TAVE ANSWERED THIS: WAS ANY

allskrT MADE TO ZLICIT AMNY INFORMATION FROM THE LEGAL

COUNSEL WHO WERE REPRESENTING TFE PROPLES TEMPLF ABOUT

WEAT CONDITIONS MAY EAVE BEEN LIXE, THERE?

A WE HAVE HAD SOME CONVERSATIONS WITHE TEEIR LFGAL

COUNSEL, BOTH ON INDIVIDUAL PROSLEMS SUCH AS CUSTGDY

PROBLEMS AND ON THE GENERAL SITUATION.

Q MR. BUSENELL, I'M FINDING IT DIFFICULT TO GNDERSTAND.

IT THIS GROUP WAS CAUSING ENOUGE CONCERN TO WARRANT ONCF-

- A-MONTE VISITS 3Y TOUR CONSULAR OFFICERS, WHEN TEEY WOULD

ISSUE PIRTE CERTIFICATES AND WHATNOT, AND SINCE IT IS SO

UNUSUAL FOR A RELIGIOUS GROUP TO TRANSPLANT ITSELF IN

LARGE NUMBERS TO A FOREIGN COCUNTRY, WHY YOU DON’T HAVE

A REAL COUNT ON WEO THESE PEOPLE WERF. DID YOU HAVE ANY

DISCUSSION WITH THE GUYANESE GOVERNMENT AS TO EOW M.z

4ERE THERE, WEY TEEY WERE TEFKE .aail¥, AND WHY TFT GUTA-
UNCLASS1lrizy / PAGE 12
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NESE LET THEEM STAY TEZERE?
A LET ME SAY THIS, TEAT IN RELATION ™0 THE COUNT IT IS

TEE NORMAL PRCCEIDURE TEAT AMERICAN EMRASSIES EVERYYHERE
IN THE WORLD ASX TEAT AMFRICANS RESIDENT IN TEE COUNTRY
RIGISTER WITE TEEM, GIVING TEEIR ADDRESSES, PPONE NUMBERS
AND SO FORTE, SO THAT THEY ART REIGISTERED WITE ™FT EMBASSY.
THIS REQUEST HAS BEEIN MADE RFPFATEDLY, TO™E OF INDIVIDUAL
AMERICANS AND OF THE 3R0U? LTADERSEIP AT TUT PEOPLES
TEMPLE, EUT VERY FE¥ IN FACT RZEGISTERZD.

NOW, IN TERMS OF YOUR VISIT OF ONCE A MONTE, TEE

PRIMARY CONTROLLING FACTOR HERE WAS NOT AN FLEMENT OF
'CONCEZRN, IT WAS A MATTER OF TRYINZ TO PROVIDE CONSULAR
UNCLASSIFIZ®D
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SERVICES TC A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBZR OF AMERICANS IN A VERY
ISOLATED REGION. WE WERZ NOT GOING THERE BECAUSE WE WERE
CONCERNED A30UT TEEM IN SOME SENSF. WE WERE GOING THFRE
TC PRCVIDE TEE CONSULAE SERVICES OF ISSUIN3 SIRTH CERTI-
FICATES, DEATE CERTIFICATES, PASSPORTS, ALL OF THESF RORTS
OF THINGS TEAT WE DO FOR AMEZRICANS OVFRSEAS, AND BECAUSE
IT WAS INHERENTLY INCONVENIENT FOR TEEM TO COME TO TYHE
EMBASSY, WEICE IS WFAT WE WOULD NORMALLY REQUIRE OF PEO-
PLE IN TEIS SITUATION. THEY WOULD BE EXPECTED TO COM®E TO
TZE EMBASSY FOR TYESE SERVICES. TEERE WERE, A4S YOU XNOW,
A GREAT MANY YOUNG PEOPLE IN TEAT CAMP. THERT WERF FRE-
QUENT BIRTHS, AND SO FORTH, AND THAT WAS WHAT CONTROLLED
THE APPROXIMATELY ONCE-A-MONTH VISITS.

Q JOEN, WHEN TEE DEPARTMENT RECTIVED COMPLAINTS OR
INQUIRES FROM RELATIVES OF PEOPLE IN JONESTOWN, TO FOLLOW
UP, WHO SXERCISED THE PRINCIPAL POLICY AND ADMINISTRATIVFE
CONTROL IN TERMS OF REFERRING TEESE TO TIF EMBASSY? WOULD
THIS BF ARA OR WAS IT TEX BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS?

A I SUPPOSE IT WOULD DEPEND ON WFO GOT TEE LETTER
FIRST. THEY WOULD COME IN IN SOME CASES TO CONSULAR
AFFAIRS; TEEY WOULD COME IN IN SOMF CASYS TO 4RA. THE
DESX OFFICER AND TEE PEOPLE WORKING ON THAT IN CONSULAR
AFFAIRS WOULD CONSULT. IN SOME CASES, IF IT WERE SORT OF
NON-SPECIFIC, GENERAL REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION THAT WOULD
BE REQUIRED, IT WOULD BE PR0OVIDED BY TEE APPROPRIATE
BURZATU; IN OTFER CASES, IT WOULD 3F REFERRED TO TFE
EMBASSY. IN THE SORT OF CASES WHERE WE BAVE RAISED WEERE
. TEE LETTER MADE TEE ACCUSATION THAT AN INDIVIDUAL WAS BE-
ING EELD THERE IN SOME RESPECTS AGAINST FIS WILL, THEN TEE
CONSTLAR CFFICER ON ZIS NEXT VISIT WOULD TRY TO TALX WITH
THAT PERSON, AND AS I SAID, FAD BEEN SUCCESSTUL IN DOING
SO, AND WOULD THEM FIMSELF PREPARE TFE RESPONSE, EITHEER
DIRECTLY OR BACK TEROUGH CHANNELS HERE DEPFNDING ON WEAT
UNCLASSIFIZED
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WAS APPROPRIATE.
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'WHAT I WAS GETTING AT WAS, IN TFE DAYS JUST PRIOR TO

.’

HE LAST VISIT TO GUYANA, TEE VISIT TEAT CONGRESSMAN RYAN
MADE TO GUYANA, WAS ANY CONSULATION DONET WITE MR. LANT OR
M. GARRY ABOUT TEE PROBABILITY OR TEE POSSIBILITY OF
SUCE AN EVENT AS TOOK PLACE ON SATURDAY?

A I DOCBT IF SOMEONE RAISED THAT RORT OF AN EVENT.

TEERE #ERE SOME CONTACTS, I TEINX, BETWEEN SOME STATE
DEPARTMENT PEOPLZ AND RBETWEEN TEF CONGRESSMAN’S OFFICE
AND TEESE PXOPLE. I AM NOT FULLY INFORMED AT TEIS POINT
ON TEAT, SO I CANNOT ANSWER THAT QUESTION VERY DEFINITI-
VELY. CERISTOPHER
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