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SUBJECT: TRANSCRIPT OF THE SPECIAL ON-TEE-RECORD 3R
BY JOHN A. BUSENELL, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY, »R1 ON T^"^
GUYANA INCIDENT, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1978

M R . B U S E N E L L :
WE HAVE SET UP OVER TH'?'’
G U Y A N A .

IMIGHT START BY TRYING IN VERY BROAD SWEEP TO GIVE YOU SHE
SITUATION IN APREPARED STATEMENT AND THEN I'LL RESPOND TO
YOUR QUESTIONS. THIS CAN ALL BE ON THE RECORD.
WE KNOW NOW THAT THERE HAS BEEN AGREAT CALAMITY IN GUYANA
INVOLVING ALARGE NUMBER OF AMERICAN CITIZENS. THERE HAVE
BEEN COLDBLOODED MURDERS AND APPARENTLY MANY SUICIDES.
YESTERDAY WE MANAGED TO EVACUATE THE INJURED F^O'^ 7RE
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E 0 2

l E F I M G

1 . IHAVE BEEN HANDLING THE TASK FORCE WHICH
WEEKEND TO MANAGE THE SITUATION IN

S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2
ATTACKS ON TEE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AT PORT KAITUMA.
TODAY OUR ATTENTION IS CONCENTRATED ON THE SITUATION IN
JONESTOWN, TEE CENTER FOR TEE PEOPLES TEMPLE IN GUYANA.
TEE ENTIRE SITUATION IS COMPLICATED BY THE VERY LARGE
LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS. JONESTOWN IS ABOUT 150 MILES FROM
GEORGETOWN, THE CAPITAL, BY AIR. THERE ARE ONLY ACOUPLE
OF VERY SMALL DIRT STRIPS IN THE AREA, AND THEY ARE SEVERAL
MILES FROM TEE COMPOUND ON THE CENTER OF JONESTOWN ITS^LP
THIS MORNING THE SITUATION WAS FURTHER COMPLICATED BY ”'*
TORRENTIAL RAINS. WE EXPECT SHORTLY TO HAVE OFFICIAL AMERI¬
CAN PERSONNEL IN JONESTOWN. IN FACT, I'VE JUST TAL^^ED TO
THE AMBASSADOR IN GEORGETOWN AND HE BELIEVES THAT So'mE
AMERICAN PERSONNEL HAVE NOW ARRIVED IN JONESTOWN? AND WE
HOPE WITHIN ACOUPLE OF HOURS TO HAVE ADEOUGTE ’ADIO COM¬
MUNICATION WITH THEM. WE DO NOT HAVE "^EAT AT TEE MCMEN'^
AT TEE MOMENT WE HAVE THE INFORMATION PASSED TO OUR EMBASSY
BY TEE GUYANESE POLICE WHO ENTERED JONESTOWN LAST NIGHT
THIS IS FRAGMENTARY AND INCOMPLETE BUT INDICATES ANUMBER
OF DEAD CURRENTLY ESTIMATED BY THE GU'^ANESP POLICE AT Aa^OU'^
4 0 0 .
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U N C L A S S I P I 5 D
TEE G07EPNMENT 0? GUYANA HAS SEEM

THUS EAR ALL TEE REPORTS I.NUI-
OE COURSE,

THROUGHOUT THIS INCIDENT,
C O O P E R AT I N G E U L L I W I T H U S .
C A T E T E A T
MAJOR CRIMES HAVE BEEN
TEAT GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES
A R E A .

EARLY ON IN THIS CRISIS,
U N C L A S S I E I E D
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ED WHATEVER ASSISTANCE MIGHT 3E NEEDEU TO '̂ ’EE GU-^ANESE
GOVERNMENT .GIVEN TEE MAGNITUDE OE TEE PROSLEM, *THE
GUYANESE GOVERNMENT HAS ASKED US EOR ASSISTANCE, PARTICU¬
LARLY IN TEE EIELD OE TRANSPORTATION, AMD WE ARE MAKING UR¬
GENT ARRANGEMENTS TO
THE AREA. WE ARE ALSO SUPPLYING
LETHAL ITEMS, SUCH AS RADIOS, TO
SECURITY FORCES OPERATING
ALTHOUGH ACONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF AMERICAN —LARGELY MILI¬
TARY —PERSONNEL WILL BE INVOLVED IN THE SUPPORT OPERATION
AT THIS POINT THE PRIMARY LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY ^OR BRING¬
ING THOSE WHO ARE GUILTY TO JUSTICE REMAINS WITH THE GUYAN¬
ESE GOVERNMENT. AS IHAVE SAID, THEY ARE COOPERATING FULLY
WITH US AND HAVE FORMED THIS MORNING ACAB INST-LEV'^’L COM¬
MITTEE TO COORDINATE

TEE INCIDENTS ONLY INVOLVE AMERICANS.
COMMITTED IN GUYANESE TERRITORY ANU

I T S R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S I N T ^ I S

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT OFFER-

S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2

INTRODUCE MILITARY HELICOPTERS INTO
A N U M B E R O F O T H E R N O N -
TEE GUYANESE POLICE AND

IN THE JONESTOWN AREA.

^" EFFORTS IN THIS VERY UNFORTUNATE
SITUATION THA"^ HAS OCCURRED ON THEIR TERRITORY.
QCOULD YOU SAY —YOUR COMMENT ABOUT THE MAJOR CPIM'^’S
COMMITTED AND THE GUYANESE GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES ITS E-
SP0NSI3ILITY —DO YOU MEAN BY THAT THAT YOU HAVE HAD DIS¬
CUSSIONS WITH THEM REGARDING THE EXTRADITION 0? ANY OF
T H E S E PEOPLE UNDER THE TREATY TEAT WE HAVE WITH GUYANA?

WE HAVE NOT AT THIS POINT HAD ANY DISCUSSIONS ON EXTRA¬
DITION. THE^^E7IDENCE_^— THE FACTS THAT WE HA.VE —IWOULD¬
N'T CALL IT evidence” AT THIS POINT —T^E FAC^ THA"’ WE
HAVE INDICATED TEAT CRIMES SUCH AS MURDER*EAVE
IN GUYANA. THESE ARE CRIMES IN GUYANA,*
IN TEE UNITED STATES. AND INITIALLY THIS WOULD INVOLVE
TRIAL UNDER THE GUYANESE LAW AND PROCEDURES, AND THE''̂
R E C O G N I Z E T H AT S I T U AT I O N .
IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT THERE ARE CRIMES F « V E
UNCLASSIFIED " ‘
U N C L A S S I F I E D

A .

T A Y E N P L A C E
THEY ARE NOT CRIMES

P A G E 0 4 S T A T S 2 9 7 3 4 2
TAKEN PLACE IN THE UNITED STATES, PARTICULARLY INVOLVING
SUCH ISSUES AS CONSPIRACY. TEAT QUESTION IS UNDER INVESTI¬
GATION BY OUR LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES. CONCEIVABLY
TEAT COULD RESULT AT SOME POINT IN AREQUEST FOR EXTRADI¬
TION. '■ 'BUT TEAT IS AMORE UNCERTAIN SITUATION THAN THTi
SITUATION WE HAVE ON THE GROUND THERE TODAY.

IWANT TO FOLLOW UP TEAT POINT SPECIFICALLY
BECAUSE MR. HOLSINGER, WHO IUNDERSTAND IS AN AIDE TO THE
LATE CONGRESSMAN RYAN, HAS ALREADY CHARGED THAT THE ST^T^

UNCLASSIFIED - - _

0 .
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U N C L A S S I F I E D
DEPARTMENT IGNORED REQUESTS —OR, RATHER, THAT THE GUYANAM
GOVERNMENT IGNORED US COURT ORDER REQUEST’S TH t̂’ JONES ""bE
EXTRADITED. DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THAT "aT ALL?

TO MI KNOWLEDGE, THERE WAS NOT AN OFFICIAL REQUEST
COMMUNICATED IN. THE NORMAL WAY FOR THE EXTRADITION OF JONES
FROM GUYANA. IWOULD SAY ON THIS SUBJECT THAT THERE HAVE
BEEN ANUMBER OF LEGAL PROBLEMS WHICH HAVE ARISEN IN THE
INTERFACE BETWEEN LARGE NUMBERS OF AMERICANS AND THE GUY¬
ANESE SYSTEM. THESE HAVE PARTICULARLY INVOLVED THE CUSTODI¬
ANSHIP OF CHILDREN WHO WERE IN TEE COLONY IN GUYANA WFEPE
ONE OR ANOTHER PARENT OR RELATIVE WISHED TO CLAIM THEM*.
ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN IN SOME OF THESE CASES IN GUYANESE
COURTS,

A .

AND THIS .HAS BEEN AN ISSUE OF SOME “niSCUSSION ^ROM
TIMS TO TIME ~CERTAINLY BETWEEN OUR EMBASSY AND THE
GUYANESE AUTHORITIES —BUT IKNOW OF NO FORMAL
REQUEST HAVING BEEN MADS FOR MR. JONES.

MR. HOLSINGER ALSO SAID, MR. BUSHNELL, YESTERDAY
TEAT CONGRESSMAN RYAN WAS VERY CONCERNED AND HAD GOMPLATNED
T O H I S S TA F F T H AT T H E '

E X T R A D I T I O N

Q .

INFORMATION COMING FROM OUR EMBASSY
THERE WAS INADEQUATE —THAT HE WAS GETTING LESS THAN t’HE
IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS THAT HE WAS REQUESTING
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E 3 5

B A S E D U P O N R E P O R T S

S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2
FROM HIS CONSTITUENTS TEAT THEY HAD RELATIVES WPO WDRP
EEL INVOLUNTARILY IN TEE ENCAMPMEN

LET ME JUST SAY THAT THE CONSULAR SECTION OF OUR
EMBASSY HAS MADE REGULAR VISITS TO JONESTOWN IN ORDEp TO
PROVIDE CONSULAR SERVICES.
VOLUME OF REQUESTS WEIGH THEY HAD FROM AMERICAN-CITIZEN
FAMILY MEMBERS SUGGESTING TEAT MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILK
WERE BEING HELD IN JONESTOWN AGAINST THEIR WILL,
TRIED IN THESE CASES, WHERE THIS WAS BROUGHT TO THEIR AT¬
TENTION, TO HAVE PRIVATE FACF-TO-FACE DISCUSSIONS WITH
THESE PEOPLE IN JONESTOWN. THEY HAD ALARGE NUMBER, A
SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER —IDON'T HAVE AN EXACT FIGURE -- OVER
TEE COURSE OF THE LAST MANY MONTHS OF SUCH DISCUSSIONS.
THEY DID NOT FIND ANY CASE WHERE MEETING FACE TO FACE WITH
THE PERSON IN JONESTOWN THAT THAT PERSON INDICATED THEY
WERE BEING HELD THERE ANY WAY AGAINS7 w i l l .
WHAT THEY FOUND WAS REPORTED BACK TO THE CONCERNED
M E M B E R S .

IT OBVIOUSLY WAS NOT POSSIBLE, GIVEN T^E REMOT^NE^'S 0^
JONESTOWN AND OUR LIMITED CONSULAR STAFF AND SO FORTH,
ALWAYS RESPOND AS RAPIDLY AS CONCERNED FAMILY MEMBERS*
MIGHT LIKE NOR WITH AS MUCH DETAIL AS THEY MIG TLIKE;
BUT ITHINK TEAT IN THE CASES ON WHICH WE WERE MADE AWARE
TEE CONSULAR OFFICERS DID HAVE FACE-TO-FACE CONTACT IN
JONESTOWN WITH TEE INVOLVED FAMILY MEMBERS.
Q. MR. BUSHNELL, IS THERE ANYBODY LEFT ALIVE IN
GUYANA TO EXTRADITE —ACCORDING TO TEE RE'^ORTS YOU'VE
H A D ?

B E I N G
m

X «

. A .

B E C A U S E O F T H E S U B S TA N T I A L

T H E Y

F A M I L Y

T O

U N C L A S S I F I E D / PA G E
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TEEPS APS CERTAINLY ANUMBER OF PEOPL'^ 'VEO EjJ 7E

U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
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A .
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BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH TEE PEOPLES TEMPLE COLONY TEERF WEO
ARE STILL ALIVE. TEERE ARE ASMALL NUMBER VEO HAVE
THIS POINT MADE THEIR 'VAY INTO GEORGETOWN AND THERE ARE
SOME OTHERS TEAT EAVE MADE THEIR WAY TO VARIOUS POLIC"^
POINTS IN REMOTE AREAS OF THE COUNTRY. WHETHER OR NOT
ANY OF THESE PEOPLE WERE INVOLVED IN ANY OF THE DEPLORABLE
CRIMINAL ACTIONS, WE HAVE NO WAY OF KNOWING AT THIS TIME.
THE LAST REPORT THAT WE HAVE FROM THE GUYANESE POLICE ON
TEE GROUND IN JONESTOWN IS TEAT THEY DO NO'’’ —'’’HEM f/vR
NOT FOUND ANY L IV ING PERSONS THERE.
Q. WHAT ABOUT THE NINE THAT WERE SUPPOSEDLY ARRESTED?
A. IAM NOT AWARE OF SOME NUMBER OF NINE SUPPOSEDLY
ARRESTED. BUT TEERE ARE A.NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE COME
IN TO POLICE POSTS REMOTE FROM JONESTOWN, ANUMBER OF
MILES FROM JONESTOWN. THESE PEOPLE ARE UNDER POLICE
CUSTODY AT TEE MOMENT —IF WE WANT TO USE '’"Hj WORD
"CUSTODY" —UNTIL THE SITUATION IS SORTED OUT. WHETHER
OR NOT ANY OF THEM ARE RESPONSIBLE ROR ANY SORT OF CRI^^E
HAS CERTAINLY NOT YET BEEN DETERMINED. TEAT IS PRE¬
SUMABLY BEING LOOKED AT IN SOME RESPECT.
THERE IS ONE CASE THAT IKNOW OF —.^ND TFFRS MAM UF OTHER
CASES —WHERE THE GUYANESE AUTHORITIES HAVE DENIED—RE¬
FUSED TO ALLOW AMERICANS ASSOCIATED WI'’’H THE PEOPLE'S
TEMPLE TO LEAVE TEE COUNTRY BECAUSE OF FEE POTENTUL
SUSPICION AT LEAST THAT THEY WERE INVOLVED.
SO FAR AS IKNOW, TEERE IS NO-ONE-YET ARRFSTED BEARGED
W I T H T H E C R I M E .
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E 0 7
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QMR. BUSHNELL, MR. HOLSINGER SAID SOME OTHER THINGS TO
REPORTERS YESTERDAY.
ASKED STATE TO INVESTIGATE THIS,
N O C A U S E F O R A L A R

THING WAS FINE AMONG THE TEMPLE FOLLOWERS IN GUYANA? THEY
SAID IT WAS APRIVATE MATTER BETWEEN RfiVADF CITIZENS ̂ ND
IRAN (SIC) SHOULD NOT GET INVOLVED.
AITHINK GIVEN THE LEVEL OF UNDERSTANDABLE EMOTION TEAT
WE HAVE SURROUNDING THIS WHOLE ISSUE AND WE H»VE UPSTAIRS
IN THE OPERATION CENTER ANUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN
ON TEE PHONE TO RELATIVES AND SO FOFTH OVFR TRF LAST
HOURS, '^ ■
M I G H T S AY,
I N A L L T E E T I M E .
A R I S E ,
QUENTLY THAT, ONE. THAT THE GOVERNMENT,
S R N M E N T I S ,
GUYANA,

HE SAID TEAT CONGRESSMAN RYAN HAD
BUT WAS ASSURED THERE WAS

AND HE SAID DIRECTLY TESY TOLD US EVERY-M
1 .

THERE ARE ALOT OF THINGS 'I’HICH, FORTUNATELY I
,WE IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT DON'T BECOME INVOLVED

B U T I N T E E S O R T O F FA M I LY T E N S I O N S T H AT
IN THIS SORT OF SITUATION, THERE is tHE FEELING ERE-

W H A ' T E V E R T H E G O V -
AND IN THIS CASE IT TENDS TO BE OUR EMBASSY IN

IS NOT ABLE TO SATISFY ALL OF THE QUESTIONS, 4LL
U N C L A S S I F I E D / P A G E A
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U N C L A S S l E I E D
TEAT CONCERN EAMILT MEMBERS RAISED.O F T H E A S R E C

T H I N K T H AT I S U N D E R S TA N D A B L E .
IWOULD SAY THAT WE HAD ASERIES 0? BRISEINOS FOP, THE CON¬
GRESSMAN AND FIS STAFF BEFORE HE MADE THIS '’’RT'c, WE "POINTED
OUT TO HIM, ON THE ONE HAND, TEATOUR' CONSULAR’oFFICERS EAd"
BEEN REGULARLY VISITING JONESTOWN? NONE OF THEM HAD EVER
BEEN MOLESTED IN ANY WAY? THESE VISITS HAD BEEN OPEN? THAT
THEY HAD BEEN ABLE TO TALK TO WHOEVER T^EM Wi.NTED TO, AS I
INDICATED EARLIER. NONETHELESS, WE POINTED OUT TO HIM
TEAT IT WAS WELL NOWN TO HIM, AS WELL AS TO US, THAT THE
CAMP HAD ARMED GUARDS? THAT IT WAS IN AVERY REMOTE AREA?
VERY HARD TO REACH? THERE WAS NOT ASIGNIFICANT GUYANESE
LAW ENFORCEMENT PRESENCE IN THE AREA. NONETHELESS, I
THINK-TEAT WE HAVE CERTAINLY-FOUNDIT IN THE STATE DEPART¬
MENT VERY DIFFICULT TO SAY TO ANY CONGRESSMAN TEAT HE
SHOULD NOT VISIT OTHER AMERICAN CITIZENS, PARTICULARLY
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E 0 3
THOSE WHO ARE HIS CONSTITUENTS, WHEREVER IN THE WORLD HE
M I G H T F I N D T H E M .

WE DID FEEL TEAT BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN VISITED PERSONALLY BY
ANUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO HAD LEFT THAT SETTLEf^ENT IN GUYANA
AND WHO HAD FIRST-HAND INFORMATION OF WHAT WENT ON THERE -
THEY HAVE ALSO VISITED US AND GIVEN US EXPLANATIONS GTVEN
T O H I M — T H AT, I N FA C T,
THERE ?
OF THIS GROUP OF PEOPLE? AS WE WERU.
WE DISCUSSED ALL THESE PROBLEMS WITH HIM AND HIS
STAFF IN DETAIL. WE POINTED OUT THE VERY REAL LIMITS OF
ANY AMERICAN EMBASSY ANYWHERE IN TEE WORLD IN TERMS O’’
SECURITY FOR VISITING PEOPLE, BUT WE HAD TO LEWE, AND I
THINK IT WAS PROPER FOR US TO LEAVE TO HIM, THE CPOICU O’’
WHETHER OR NOT HE MADE THE VISIT AND THE FINAL ARRANGEMENTS
F O R D O I N G S O .

HAS THE DEPARTMENT MADE CONTACT WITH GARY AND LANE
AND HAS IT LEARNED ANYTHING FROM THEM OR ANYONE ELSE AS TO
WHAT SPARKED IT EXACTLY,
IN TEE PRESS REPORTS?

IWOULD SAY, TO BE PERFECTLY FRANK WITH YOU, THIS
MORNING SOME OF OUR CONSULAR OFFICERS IN GEORGETOWN TALKED
FOR AN HOUR AND AHALF WITH MR. LANE.
AREPORT, WHICH IS AT THIS POINT ARRIVING HERE.
NOT READ IT. BUT WE HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT.
VIOUSLY SUBSTANTIAL PROBLEMS AND WILL HAVE OF THE PRIVACY
ACT IN TERMS OF REVEALING WHAT IS IN THE CABLE TO THE PRESS
EVEN AFTER WE HAVE LOOKED AT IT, BUT IT ma.y GIVE US SOME
A D D I T I O N A L I N F O R M AT I O N .
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E 0 9

i n

I

S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2

HE WAS AWARE OF THE S ITUATION
AS AWARE OF SOME OF THE PLANS AND THE PROCEDURES

Q

WHAT WENT ON BEYOND WHAT WE HAVE

A

T H E Y H A V E P R E P A R E D
I H A V E

W E H A V E O B -

S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2
CAN YOU BE ALITTLE MORE SPECIFIC ON THE INTER-RELA-

U N C L A S S I F I E D
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TEE UNITED STATES AND LOCAL AUTHOEITITOS'?

Y O U S P O Y E 3 E F 0 P E O F Q U E S T I O N I N G .
T I O N S H I ? B E T l v ' E E N
IN OTHEE WORDS,
AMERICAN OFFICIALS OR WILL TREY RE PR^SSN'^
O N I N G , PA R T I C I PAT E ?
OR ARE YOU CONFIDENT TEAT SOMEEOW,
T E E J O B A N D Y O U W I L L H E A R A B O U T I T ?
HOW INTER-RELATED OR EOW INV0L7ED IS TE^ U.S. GOYERN-
M E N T I N T E E I N Y E S T I G A T I O M ?

TEE BASIC RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE INVESTIGATION ^ND,
TEE BASIC CAPABILITY TO DO IT IS WITH TEE GUY-

WE HAVE OFFERRED ASSISTANCE OF VARIOUS SORTS.

A R E
A T S U C H C U E S T I -

I T I S S O R T O F A J O I N T I N V E S T I G A ' ^ I O M ?
YOU ENOW, THEY ARE DOING

A .

OF COURSE,
A N E S E .

THEY EAYE TAKEN US UP ON TEE OFFER OF PARTICULARLY TRANS¬
P O R T A M D T H I N G S L I K E T H I S .
OF LEGAL ATTACHES —THOSE ARE ATTACHES OF TEE FBI
IMG TO GUYANA AS SOON AS WE CAN ARRANGE IT. THESE ARE
PEOPLE TEAT WOULD HAVE HAD EXPERTISE WITH TEE SO^T OF SIT¬
UATION THAT HAS ARISEN THERE TEJitT COULD H^^’LP '^EFM I '
TERVISWING AND SO FORTH.
WE HAVE INDICATED TEAT WE WILL MAKE AVAILABLE LABORA¬
TORY WORK AND OTHER SORTS OF TFINGS LIKE THAT troM TF^
U N I T E D S T A T E S .
AT THIS STAGE IN THE INVESTIGATION, WHICH IS TEE VERY
INITIAL STAGES, WE ARE ESSENTIALLY STANDING OPNE TO PRO¬
VIDE WHATEVER MIGGT BE USEFUL THAT THEY WOULD REQUIRE AND
UNTIL THE INVESTIGATION ADVANCES WE WILL NOT’ KNOW PRT^CISE-
LY W E AT T E S Y W I L L B E .

MR. 3USHNELL, AT THIS POINT ARE YOU CLEAR AT ALL ON

W E A N T I C I PAT E H AV I N G A N U M B E R
- G O -

I N -

Q
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E 1 2 S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2
HOW MANY OF THE AMERICAN DEATHS TEAT WERE REPORTED THIS
MORNING WERE SUICIDES AND HOW MANY WERE MURDERS?
WEAT DO THE GUYANESE POLICE REPORT TO YOUR PEOPLE?

FRANKLY, WE ARE NOT CLEAR ON TEAT UNTIL WE GET’ T'HR
REPORTS FROM OUR OWN PEOPLE IN TEAT AREA.
THE INITIAL REPORT TEAT WE HAD INDICATED TFIT AT
LEAST MANY OR MOST OF THE BODIES WHICH THEY HAD SEEN
SEEMED TO HAVE NO SIGNS OF EXTERNAL TRAUMA OR. DAMAGE.
TEAT, HOWEVER, WAS MOT ACOMPLETE INVENTORY.
WANT TO RULE OUT THAT THERE ARE BODIES WITH THAT SIGN,
AT LEAST THE INITIAL REPORT FROM THE PEOPLE INITIALLY
ARRIVING INDICATED TEAT TEE BODIES THAT THEY SEEM TO BE
INSPECTING AND SEEING CLOSELY DID NOT HAVE ANY SIGNS OF
EXTERNAL DAMAGE.

THAT WOULD STILL LEAVE ABOUT 700 AMERICANS NOT AC¬
COUNTED FOR. THERE ARE 400 BODIES IND YESTERDAY YOU EO-
PLS SAID THERE WERE 1100 PEOPLE THERE.

IWANT TO STAY AWAY,
GOING TO RAISE ALOT OF HOPES,

A

I W O U L D N O T
B U T

Q

A I F W E C A N , A N D I T H I N K I T I S
PERHAPS UNNECESSARILY, IN

THIS COUNTRY WITH TOO MUCH OF ANUM3ERSGAMS.
OUR ESTIMATE OF 1100 AMERICANS IN THAT COLONY WAS AN
ESTIMATE AS OF SOME MONTHS AGO. IT IS NOT SOMETHING WHICH

U N C L A S S I F I E D / P A G E 6
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U N C L A S S I S I E S
WS EAVE ANY EACILITY FOE KEEPING UP TO DATE EYEEY TI^'■!^
T H E R E I S A b i r t h ,

JOHN,
VISITS IM RECENT MONTHS,
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E 1 1

EVERY TIME ANYBODY LEAVES, AND SO FORTE.
IS IT POSSIBLE TO GET ACHRONOLOGY OF CONSULA.R

I N C L U D I N G T H O S E T H AT R E L AT E D TO
0

S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2
TEE SPECIFIC COMPLAINTS FROM RELATIVES?

WE CAN PREPARE FOR YOU, ITHINK, FROM THE RECORDS OF
TEE EMBASSY —WE WILL PROBABLY EAVE TO CONTACT THEM to DO
THIS —ALIST OF TEE DATES OVER 1978, LET'S SAY. AT WHICH
CONSULAR OFF ICERS V IS ITED JONESTOWN.
IN ALL OF THESE VISITS THEY TOOK UP SOME PROBLEMS
RAISED BY FAMILY MEMBERS. SO THAT, THE LIST OF VISITS
WOULD INCLUDE —ALL THOSE VISITS WOULD INVOLVE TI^AT
P R O B L E M .

A

SIR, IN THOSE VISITS TEAT THESE CONSULAR OFFICERS
MADE, ITHINK YOU SAID IN YOUR OPENING REMARKS THAT THEY
HAD NOT COME UP WITH ANY INSTANCE IN WHICH IN APRIVATE
CONVERSATION WITE AMEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY THOSE PEOPLE
EXPRESSED EITHER THE FACT TEAT THEY WANTED TO LEAVE OR
THAT THEY WERE BEING HELD AGAINST'THEIR WILL.
BUT IN YOUR BRIEFINGS WITE CONGRESSMAN RYAN AND HIS
STAFF, CERTAINLY THEY PRESENTED INDICATIONS TO THE CON-
TRAY, INDICATIONS WHICH MAY EAVE TURNED OUT TO BE T^UE, IF
WE CAN CREDIT THOSE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN SAID BY TEE SU -
VIVORS OF THE INCIDENT AT TEE AIRPORT THE OTHER DAY.
NOW, IAM WONDERING HOW THE DEPARTMENT AND TEE CON¬
GRESSMAN'S STAFF MANAGED TO RECONCILE IN THE BRIEFINGS
TEAT WERE HELD BEFORE HE WENT DOWN THERE WHAT APPEARED
BE AN INCONSISTENCY OF THE STATUS OF THE PEOPLE W^^O WERE
LIVING IN THAT COMPOUND; YOUR CONSULAR OFFICERS SAYING

T H E R E A N D RYA N ' S
I W O U L D A S S U M E , A S U B S TA N T I A L N U M

Q

T O

TEAT EVERYTHING WAS ALL RIGHT DOWN
P E O P L E C O M I N G U P W I
B S R O F I N D I C AT I O N S TO T H E C O N T R A RY ?

ALL THAT OUR CONSULAR OFFICERS COULD PHYSICALLY DO,
RECOGNIZING THAT WE DID NOT HAVE ACONSUL/R POST IN TEE
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E 1 2

m r r
i C ,

A

S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2
COMMUNITY OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT, IS TO SIT DOWN WITE A
PERSON AND TALK WHTE THEM AND GIVE TEEM EVERY OPPORTUNITY
IN PRIVATE TO RAISE ANY COMPLAINTS WITH TEE SITUATION O'^
TEAT NATURE,
L E AV E ,
NOW, WHETHER, IN FACT,
MAY SUBSEQUENTLY EAVE LEFT THE CAM? FELT TEAT THERE WAS
SOME CONSTRAINT ON THEM, WHICH TESY DIDN'T BRING UP WI7R
THE CONSULAR OFFICER,
THE ROLE OF TEE CONSULAR OFFICER,
ARE AMERICAN CITIZENS,

THAT THEY COULDN'T LEAVE IF THEY WANTED TO
THAT THEY WOULD WANT TO RAISE. TESY DID NOT DO SO.

EVEN SOME OF THESE PEOPLE WHO

I C O U L D N O T S P E A K T O .
— R E M E M B E R T H E S E

B O T E I N T E E C A M ? A N D C O M P L A I N I N G -
IS LIMITED CERTAINLY IN TERMS HE IS NOT ENGAG'^'D tn INV^J’S-

U N C L A S S I F I E D / P A G E 7
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U N C L A S S I E I E D
hi VAS engaged in TALKING VITE TEEM EACE TO

THEM AN OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE PROBLEMS T^^.AT
T H E Y m i g h t h a v e F A D .

VE DO SNOW, OE COURSE, TEAT THERE ARE ANUMRE^? 0?
PEOPLE WHO -DID LEAVE THE CAMP.

I WA S A S K I N G A B O U T D O Y O U K N O W I ^
TEAT WANTED TO LEAVE WITH RYAN,
BEEN PREVIOUSLY CONTACTED DURING THESE

T I G A T I O N .
P A C E A N D G I V I N G
t h e y p e l t

Q ■ T E E S E T O E P E O P L E
I E A M T O E T H O S E P E O P L E H A D

C O N S U L A R V I S I T S ?
THIS IS OE TEE SIX TO TEN PEOPLE WHO WERE LEAVINGA

W I T H H I M .
WE DO NOT AT THIS MOMENT EVEN HAVE ACOMPLETE SET OF
NAMES FOR THOSE PEOPLE. SO, UNTIL WE GET TEAT WE CANNOT
A D D R E S S T H A T .
U N - C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E 1 3 S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2
QJUST TO CLARIFY THAT, WAS THE DEPARTMENT APPROACHED
EITHER STATE OR JUSTICE, BY SUCH ALAW ENFORCEMENT O^tticttp
R E Q U E S T I N G E X T R A D I T I O N O F M R . J O N E S ?
AWELL, THIS DEPARTMENT AND TEE OTHER DEPARTMENTS OE THE
GOVERNMENT ARE VERY BIG PLACES. IF WE WERE APPROACHED
FORMALLY, THE STATE DEPARTMENT WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE P'^O-
C E E D S D F O R M A L LY W I T H I T.
ICANNOT SAY FOR ALL THE PEOPLE IN THIS BUILDING AND OTHER
BUILDINGS TEAT NOBODY EVER HAD ACONVERSATION ABOUT IT.
■Q JOHN, YOU CAN UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS ATREMENDOUS
AMOUNT OF INTEREST AT THIS POINT IN PRECISELY WHAT HAP-

■PENSD AT JONESTOWN, AND YOU HAVE INDI3ATSD THAT ANUMBER
OF PEOPLE FROM JONESTOWN ARE NOW IN GEORGETOWN, WHERE PRE¬
SUMABLY THEY HAVE BEEN DEBRIEFED BY LOC.iL POLICE, AND WH^R^
PRESUMABLY SOME OF YOUR PEOPLE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH.
WOULD YOU GIVE US AS MUCH AS YOU CAN WHAT YOU KNOW?
AIWILL SAY THAT VE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF THIS. IN THE
COURSE OF TEE MOP. ING, THERE HAVE BEEN SUCH CONTACTS AS YOU
HAVE MENTIONED. THE PEOPLE TEAT HAVE HAD THESE CONTACTS
ARE WRITING THIS UP, AND WE DO NOT PHYSICALLY HAVE IT HERE.

S H O U L D G O I N T O I N
I T I S B E T T E R T O G E T T H AT I N W R I T I N G .

A N D A T T H I S

Ihave NOT FELT TEAT THIS WAS SOMETHING I
D E P T H O V E R T E E P H O N E .
SO, WE WILL HAVE THOSE REPORTS COMING IN TO US,
POINT ICANNOT SAY ANY MORE THAN THAT.

DO HAVE REPORTS FROM GUYANESE AUTHORITIES THAT A
OF SOME SORT WAS IMPLEMENTED, THAT SOME PSO-

THE COMPOUND, THE AREA CALLED
AS THAT PROCESS VAS UNDERWAY.

MR. BUSHNELL, LET ME JUST FOLLOW UP, IF IM^T, BECAUSE
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D

W

S U I C I D E P A C T
PLE FLED THE CAMP AREA,
JONESTOWN,
r \

P A G E 1 4 C ^ 4 m TW 1 A i J l ; 2 9 7 3 4 2

YESTERDAY THERE WAS SOME INFORMATION WHICH CAME OUT OF THIS
DEPARTMENT TO TEE EFFECT THAT AMESSAGE WAS SENT FROM
JONESTOWN TO THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE SECT IN GEORGETOWN
REQUESTING AN ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT, BECAUSE, SO '^HE MESS^G"!^

U N C L A S S I F I E D / P A G E q
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U N G L A S S I E I S
SAIL, SOME EXTHA PEOPLE WAMTEL TO L^AVE.
E I H S T O E A L L ? A N D ,
WEAT OIV IOUSLT HAPPENEL TESF.SAETER?
ATHAT IS ESSH^JTIALLY ALEQUA'^E, AS
EM3ASSY, 0? COURSE,
A R R A N I N O T R A N S P O R

T \
U

IS A . C C U R 4 . T S
SECOMDLY, EOl^ DOES THAT FIT IN WITrf

I U N D E R S T A N D I T .
'has RESP0NSI5LE FOR PROVIDING- TRANSPORT,
FOR TEE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION, AS

IS NORMAL FOR CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATIONS.
TEE iMBASSY DOES NOT, AND DID NOT, AT THAT TIME, RAVE ANY
COMMUNICATIONS, AND HAS NEVER HAD ANY COMMUNICJiTION WIT
J O N E S T O W N .
C A T I O N S .
MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THE PEOPLE AT JONESTOWN HAVE COM¬
MUNICATED BY ESSENTIALLY SHORT-WAVE AMATEUR RADIO, IN¬
CLUDING COMMUNICATING WITH THEIR OFFICE IN GEORGETOWN.
AT ABOUT NOON, GEORGETOWN TIME, ON SATURDAY, THE EMBASSY
WAS CALLED BY TEE GEORGETOWN OFFICE OF THE PEOPLES TEMPLE
WHICH SAID TEAT THEIR PEOPLE IN JONESTOWN HAD CALLED AND
THERE WERE SOME PEOPLE FROM JONESTOWN TH\T WISHED TO LS^VS
WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL PARTY, THAT THIS WAS ANUMBER OF, AS
IRECALL, SIX TO TEN PEOPLE WERE GIVEN, AND THEREFORE THERE
WAS AREQUEST THAT TEE EMBASSY PROVIDE ADDITIONAL TRANSPORT
IN ORDER TO BRING THOSE PEOPLE OUT \7 THE SIME TIME AS
C O N G R E S S I O N A L P A R T Y.
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D

■T

THERE ARE NO TELEPHONES. THERE ARE NO COMMUNI-

P A n * 7
V J i j 1 5 S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2

THERE WAS NO INDICATION OF ANYTHING HAVING TO DO WITH MO¬
TIVATION OF THIS, BUT THAT IS TEE REPORT THAT THE EMBASSY
DID RECEIVE, AND HAS BEEN REPEATED TO ME BY EMBA.SSY O'P’-
F I C I A L S .

0MR. 3USHNELL, YESTERDAY MORNING AT TEE FIRST BRIEFING,
THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAD SAID REALLY NOTHING IN REPLY TO
AQUESTION. THE SPOHESMAN SAID, "WE DIDN'T WARN TEE CON-

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON, TEE STATE DEPARTMENT SAIDG R E S S M A N .
IT HAD GIVEN HIM LOGISTICAL WARNINGS. THIS MORNING YOU
MENTION HE WAS INFORMED OF ARMAMENTS, ARMED GUARDS, AND
O T H E R P R O B L E M S .
IAM WONDERING IF ALL OF THIS COMES DOWN TO THAT HE REALLY
WAS BEING TOLD WITHOUT THE ACTUAL WORDS BEING USED THAT
STATE WOULD RATHER HE NOT GO IN THERE, THAT IT WAS UNSA^^E,
THAT IT WAS DANGEROUS, THAT HE MIGHT LOSE HIS LIFE.
ALET MS TRY TO PUT THIS IN PERSPECTIVE IN THE FOLLOWING
WAY. WE HAVE HAD OVER THE LAST, MORE THAN AYEAR, AGREAT
MANY CONVERSATIONS BY STATE DSPA.RTMENT PEOPLE WITH THE
CONGRESSMAN AND PARTICULARLY WITH VARIOUS MEMBERS OF HIS
STAFF. HE WAS, OF COURSE, INTERESTED IN '^FS SITUATION
THERE. IT WAS AMATTER IMPORTANT TO HIS OFFICE, TO HIM,
A N D TO H I S C O N S T I T U E N C Y.
WE WERE VERY AWARE IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT TEAT JUST AS
WE WERE VERY AWARE IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT TEAT JUST AS
OUR DESK OFFICERS WERE SEEING INDIVIDUALS WHO HAD LEFT THE
COLONY, THAT THE CONGRESSMAN AND HIS STAFF WERE SEEING

U N C L A S S I F I E D / P A G E



? A S E K M I C H A E L S
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U N C L A S S I F I E D
THESE SAME INDIVIDUALS. IN FACT. WE WOULD OFTEN REFER AN
INDIVIDUAL TEAT WOULD COME TO ONE OF TH'=’IR OFF'^CE'^ FI-'^^T
TO COME TO TEE OFF ICE .
S E R I E S O F D I S C U S S I O N S T H AT
THE SAME BODY OF KNOWLEDGE ABOUT
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E 1 6

SO WE WERE AWARE FROM THIS LONGER
THE congressman H*D ESSENTIALLY

-THIS SITUATION AS WE HAD.

S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2
IN FACT, THERE ARE MANY OF US WHICH ASSUME TFA7 IF 4NM-
THING, HE MIGHT HAVE, 7" "
WE DID, BECAUSE HE HAD REPORTS

'HIS OFFICE, AND SO FORTH.
SO- IT WAS NOT AS THOUGH —AND ITHINK THIS IS PERHAPS TH''’
MISIMPRESSION THAT HAS GOTTEN AROUND
GRSSSMAN CAMS TO SEE US,
THIS WAS ANEW SITUATION WHICH HE HAD NO FAMILIARITY WITH.
OBVIOUSLY HE HAD IMMENSE FAMILIARITY WITH IT. HE UNEW
VIRTUALLY ALMOST AS MUCH ABOUT IT AS WE DID, SO THAT TO A
CONSIDERABLE EXTENT, WHAT WE CONCENTRATED ON BRIE'̂ ING HI^^
WERE THOSE THINGS WE THOUGHT HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN FA¬
MILIAR WITH; FOR EXAMPLE, ON WHAT OUR CONSULAR OFFICERS
WHO HAD BEEN VISITING THE AREA HAD DONS, WHAT TFE7 FAD
ENCOUNTERED THERE, AND SO FORTH, SUCH AS TEE PRESENCE OF
ARMED GUARDS IN THE CAMP, AND THE VERY DIFFICULT PROBLEMS
THAT WE WOULD FACE IN HANDLING ACONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION,
OF MOVING THEM UP THERE, PARTICULARLY I^, IN ADDITION TO
TEE OFFICIAL MEMBERS OF THE PARTY THERE WERE OTHER MEMBERS
OF THE PARTY THAT WANTED TO GO AT THE SAME '^IME, AND SO
F O R T H . ■

IT DID NOT SEEM TO TEE PEOPLE TEAT WERE GIVING THIS BRIEF¬
ING TEAT THEY NEEDED TO SAY IN SO MANY WORDS THAT THIS WAS
ADANGEROUS UNDERTAKING. ITEIN^ THAT 7HA7 WAS, IN SOMu'
RESPECTS. CLEAR TO EVERYONE INVOLVED IN THE ISSUE.
ON THE OTHER HAND, ISUPPOSE IN SOME RESPECTS, IT HAS BEEN
SOMEWHAT DANGEROUS, IN RETROSPECT, AT LEAST, FOR OUR CON¬
SULAR OFFICERS TO BE GOING IN THERE ONCE AmoNTH, AND YET
THEY HAVE BEEN DOING TEAT, AND DOING IT SUCCESSFULLY t^O?
UNCLASSIFIED ' '
U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E 1 7
S O M E T I M E .

SO TEAT IS TEE GENERAL PERSPECTIVE OF WHICH ONE SHOULD LOO"
AT THIS SITUATION OF WHAT WE TOLD THE CONGRESSMAN AND FIS
STAFF BEFOREHAND.
QMR. BUSHNELL, CAN YOU ASSUME THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT
IN TEE FIELD WOULD KNOW MORE THAN ACONGRESSMAN HEJ^RING
REPORTS FROM HIS CONSTITUENTS?
AAS ISAID, WE DID BRIEF THE CONGRESSMAN ON ¥H\T "^H^ RM-
■BASSY HAD SENT IN.

IN SOME ASPECTS, HAVE KNOWN MOp7 t^AN
FROM HIS CONSTITUENCY, FROM

T H A T W H E N T H E C O N -
WE BEGAN TO BRIEF HIM, AS THOUGH

S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2

_ T H A T W A S T H E P A R T I C U L A R V I E W W H I C H W E
COULD ADD TO THE VIEW THAT HE WAS GETTING INDEPENDENTLY FROM
PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN THERE, AND SO FORTH.
IDO NOT MYSELF HAVE ANY PERSONAL KNOWLED

U N C L A S S I F I E D
G E A B O U T A N Y S O -

/ P A G E 1 0
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U N C L A S S i n S D
CALLED SUICIDE PACT, AND SO EOR'T’H.
KNOW,
OF OUR OWN CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS ON RELISI0U‘=:
A M D S O F O R T H . A N D I T H I N K A L L
F O R E I G N S E RV I C E H AV E TO 3 E
QUESTIONS IN TERMS OF RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES AND
TEAT THEY MIGHT ASK, AND INFORMATION T^'A]' wE
O F T E A T N A T U R E .

SO ITHINK WE DID SHARE WITH HIM THE SORT OF INFORMATION
TEAT WE HAD IN GIVING HIM AS FULL ABRIEFING ON TH^ SITU¬
AT I O N A S W E C O U L D .

IWONDER IF, PICKING UP ON BEING CIRCUMSPEC'^, DO TQU
SUPPOSE that POSSIBLY WHY TOUR OFFICIALS WERE ABLE TO GET
IN AND OUT SAFELY, AND POSSIBLY WHY YOUR OFFICIALS WERE
NOT ABLE TO FIND ANYBODY WHO WAS BEING HELD AGAINST HIS
WILL WAS BECAUSE POSSIBLY
IN YOUR MOUTH,
SO CIRCUMSPECT TEA
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E I S
D E E P L Y ?

WE DO HAVE, AS YOU
Wi OPERATE UNDER CONSIDERABLE RESTRAINTS IN T E R M S

FREEDOM,
CONSULAR OFFICERS OF THE

CIRCUMSPECT IN THE SORTS OF
S O F O R T H

M I G H T A S K

O'

-AND IDON'T WANT TO PUT WORDS
BUT I'D LIKE YOU TO SPECULATE —THEY WERE

THEY DIDN'T RUFFLE ANYBODY OR DIG TOOm
* X

S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2

—THAT THE CONSULAR OFFICER HAS ACERTAIN SERVICE TO
PA S S P O R T S , T E E VA R I -

T E I S B R I N G S H I M
W I D E R A N G E O F P E O -

THS INDIVIDUAL CONSULAR OFFICERS REQUESTED TO SEE
THE INDIVIDUALS WHERE THEY HAD RECEIVED REQUESTS FROM
FAMILY members; THOSE INDIVIDUALS APPEARED, TALKED WITH
THEM. THE CONSULAR OFFICERS HAD PREVIOUSLY READ TRH LHT-
TSRS FROM THEIR INVOLVED FAMILY MEMBERS OF WHAT THEY HAD
said; they EXPLORED WHAT WAS SAID IN THOSE LETTERS; THEY
TALKED BACK AND FORTH. ITHINK IWOULD AT LEAST ARGUE*
TEAT OUR CONSULAR OFFICERS ARE, BY AND LARGE, AND CERTAIN¬
LY OUR ONES IN GUYANA ARE VERY SENSITIVE INDIVIDUALS.
WOULD CERTAINLY NOT TRY TO EMBARRASS ANY AMERICAN CITI¬
ZEN SITTING IN FRONT OF HIM, BUT THEY, SINCE THEY WOULD
ThEN GO BACK AND THEMSELVES DRAFT WHAT IN MANY CASES V;_
AN AGONIZINGLY HARD LETTER TO DRAFT, DESCRIBING TO THE

I T H I N K T H E Y W O U L D
THEY WOULD WATCH FOR WHAT WAS' SAID

IN. ORDER TO GET AFEELING FOR THAT SITUATION.
WHAT IS YOUR EXPLANATION FOR WHY YOUR PEOPLE COULD

GO IN AND OUT WITH APPARENT EASE AND THESE PEOPLE GOT
GUNNED DOWN ON THE RUNWAY?

UNTIL WE HAVE ALOT MORE ^4GTS,
JUST BE SPECULATING ON THIS SITUATION.
THING HAPPENED SOMEHOW AT ACRITICAL TIMS.
BACK OVER IT, THE
TO'THE CAMP,
OCCURRED, NOT AT THE CAMP BUT AT THE AIRPORT.
U N C L A S S I F I E D

A

PROVIDE, ISSUING BIRTH CERTIFICATES,
OUS SORTS OF THINGS THAT HE NEEDS TO DO.
IN VERY DIRECT PERSONAL CONTACT WITH A
P L E .

T H E Y

WA S

FAMILY MEMBER WHAT THEY HAD ^OUND,
WATCH FOR THE NUANCE,

Q

A I T H I N K W E W O U L D
O B V I O U S LY, S O M E -

I F W E L O O K
CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION WAS ADMITTED

IT WAS THERE FOR SOME TIME; TEE SHOOTING
O B V I O U S LY,

U N C L A S S I F I E D / PA G E 1 1
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UN CLASSlEIED
U N C L A S S I F I E D
? A U E 1 9
T H I S R A I S E S A
N O T H A V E T H E

S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2
LARGE NUMBER OF QUESTIONS AND WE SIMPLY DO

ANSWERS TO THOSE QUESTIONS, AND WE HAVE A
LOT OF INVESTIGATING TO DO, ALOT OF PEOPLE TO
ISUSPECT, AS OFTEN IN THESE CASES,
H E I D E N T I C A L -
T E E S I T U A T I O N .
ASUBSTANTIAL CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AND THE 7ISIT OF
AN INDIVIDUAL CONSULAR OFFICER WHO IS COMING ON, WHAT IS
GENERALLY PERCEIVED TO BE IMPORTANT BUSINESS IN TERMS OF
ESTABLISHING THE RIGHTS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS 07 TCE
P E O P L E I N T H E C O M P O U N D .

MR. BUSHNELL, IWOULD LIKE TO FOLLOW UP TEAT QUEST¬
ION ALSO. THE QUESTION IWOULD RAISE WITH YOU IS WHETHER
ACONSULAR OFFICER GOING IN WOULD BE EMPOWERED TO S*7,

I'M PREPARED TO TAKE YOU OUT
TO LEAVE." MIGHT THAT MOT BE A
BETWEEN WHAT ACONSULAR OFFICER HAS TO SA^ AND AND WFAT
CONGRESSMAN RYAN HAD TO SAY?

WHAT THE CONSULAR OFFICER COULD HAVE DONS IN
CASE, OF COURSE, NEVER AROSE. ^
HAVE SAID, ENCOUNTER' ANY SITUATION

T A L K T O .

T H E S T O R I E S W I L L N O T
VE WILL HAVE TO DO SOME SORTING OUT OF
THERE IS, OBVIOUSLY, ADIFFERENCE BETWEEN

Q

W I T H M E I F I N FA C T Y O U WA N T
S I G N I F I C A N T D I F F E R E N C E

A TEA T
HOWEVER, WE DID NOT, AS I
- - ’ I N W ^ I C H A N Y O N E I N D I ¬

CATED TO ACONSULAR OFFICER TEAT HE OR SHE WISHED TO LEAVE
TEE CAMP AND WAS BEING DETAINED, IF HE WAS.

THAT'S NOT THE QUESTION ’l WAS RAISING.Q THE QUES¬
TION IWAS RAISING WAS WHETHER ACONSULAR OFFICER WOULD
VOLUNTEER THE INFORMATION TEAT
E E ,
P R E PA R E D T O FA C I L I TAT E T E AT.

ITHINK THAT IT WOULD BE IMPLICIT OR EXPLICIT
WHAT HE SAID THAT SHOULD AN INDIVIDUAL INDICATE THAT EE
WISHED TO LEAVE, THAT EE WOULD WORK TOWARDS THAT END.
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
r A G E 2 0

IF SOMEONE WANTED TO LEAVE,
WITH TEE POWER OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT BEHIND HIM, WAS

■ A I N

S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2

_hR. BUSHNELL, YOU MAY HAVE ANS^RED THIS:
nrx MADE TO ELICIT ANY INFORMATION FROM THE LEGAL

COUNSEL WHO WERE REPRESENTING THE PEOPLES TEMPLE ABOUT
WHAT CONDITIONS MAY HAVE BEEN LIKE, THERE?

WE HAVE HAD SOME CONVERSATIONS WITH THEIR LEGAL
COUNSEL, BOTH ON INDIVIDUAL PROBLEMS SUCH AS CUSTODY
PROBLEMS AND ON TEE GENERAL S ITUATION.

MR. BUSHNELL, I'M FINDING IT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND.
IF THIS GROUP WAS CAUSING ENOUGH CONCERN TO WARRANT ONCF-
A-MONTH VISITS BY TOUR CONSULAR OFFICERS. WHEN THEY WOULD
ISSUE BIRTH CERTIFICATES AND WHATNOT, AND SINCE IT IS SO
UNUSUAL FOR ARELIGIOUS GROUP TO TRANSPLANT ITSELF IN
LARGE NUMBERS TO AFOREIGN COUNTRY, WH^ YOU DON'M HAVE
AREAL COUNT ON WHO THESE PEOPLE WER7.
DISCUSSION WITH THE GUYANESE GOVERNMENT AS
WERE THERE, WHY THEY WERE THEKE

U N C L A S S

Q W A S A N Y

A

Q

D I D Y O U H A V E A N Y
T O H O W

A N D W H Y T H E G U Y A -
/ P A G E 1 2
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U N C L A S S I F I E D
N E S E L I T T H E M S TAY T H S H E ?

LET ME SAT THIS, THAT IN RELATION TO THE
THAT AMERICAN SM3ASSIES EVERYWHERE

C O U N T R Y
N U M 5 S R S

R A S S Y.
R O ' ^ H O F I N D I V I D U A L

S H I ? AT T H E P E O P L E S

A C O U N T I T I S
THE NORMAL PROCEDURE
IN THE WORLD ASY THAT
REGISTER WITH TEEM, GIVING
AND SO FORTH, SO THAT
T H I S R E Q U E S T H A S
AMERICANS AND OF

A M E R I C A N S R E S I D E N T I N T H E
THEIR ADDRESSES, PHONE

THEY ARE REGISTERED WITH THE
REIN MADE REPEATEDLY,
T H E G R O U P L E A

TEMPLE, RUT VERY FEW IN FACT REGISTERED.
NOW, IN TERMS OF YOUR VISIT OF ONCE A
PRIMARY CONTROLLING FACTOR
C O N C E R N , I T WA S A M AT T E R O F T R Y I N G
U N C L A S S I F I E D

- U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E 2 1

EM

1 U

O N T H , T E E
HERE WAS NOT AN ELEMENT OF

T O P R O V I D E C O N S U L A R

M

S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2
SERVICES TO ASURSTANTIAL NUMBER OF AMERICANS IN AVERY
ISOLATED REGION. WE WERE NOT GOING THERE RT^CAUSE W^^ WE^"
CONCERNED ABOUT THEM IN SOME SENSE. WE WERE GOING THEP.i"
TO PROVIDE THE CONSULAR SERVICES OF ISSUING BIRTH CERTI¬
FICATES, DEATH CERTIFICATES, PASSPORTS, ALL OF THESE RORTS
OF THINGS THAT WE DO FOR AMERICANS OVERSEAS, AND BECAUSE
IT WAS INHERENTLY INCONVENIENT FOR TEEM TO COME T’O T^S
EMBASSY, ^
PLE IN THIS SITUATION. THEY WOULD BE
THE EMBASSY FOR THESE SERVICES.
AGREAT MANY YOUNG PEOPLE
QUENT BIRTHS, AND SO FORTH,
TEE APPROXIMATELY ONCE-A-MONTH VISITS.

JOHN, WEEN THE DEPARTMENT RECEIVED COMPLAINTS OR
INQUIRES FROM RELATIVES OF PEOPLE IN JONESTOWN, TO FOLLOW
UP, WHO EXERCISED TEE PRINCIPAL POLICY AND ADMINISTRATIVE
CONTROL IN TERMS OF REFERRING THESE TO THE EMBASSY?
THIS EE ARA OR WAS IT TEE BUREAU OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS?

ISUPPOSE IT WOULD DEPEND ON WHO GOT TEE LETTER
TaEY V/OULD COME IN IN SOME GASES TO CONSULAR

THEY WOULD COME IN IN SOME GASES TO ARA. TEE
AND THE PEOPLE WORKING ON THAT IN CONSULA.R

IN SOME CASES, IF IT WERE SORT 0^

WHICH IS WHAT WE WOULD NORMALLY REQUIRE OF PEO-
E X P E C T E D T O C O M E T O

THERE WERE, AS YOU KNOW,
T H E R E W E R E F R E -I N T H A T C A M P .

AND THAT WAS WHAT CONTROLLED

0

WOULD

A
F I R S T .
A F F A I R S ;
D E S K O F F I C E R
AFFAIRS WOULD CONSULT.
NON-SPECIFIC, GENERAL REQUESTS FOR INFORMi^TION THAT W0UL7
BE REQUIRED, IT WOULD BE PROVIDED ET
bureau; IN OTHER CASES,
E M B A S S Y.

T H E A P P R O P R I A T E
IT WOULD BE REFERRED TO THE

IN '"EE SORT OF CASES WHERE WE HAVE RAISED WHERE
.THE LETTER MADS THE ACCUSATION THAT AN INDIVIDUAL WAS BE¬

ING HELD THERE IN SO^E RESPECTS AGAINST EIS WILL, THEN '^HE
CONSULAR OFFICER ON HIS NEXT VISIT WOULD TRY TO TALK WITH
TEAT PERSON, AND AS ISAID, HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN DOING
SO, AND WOULD TEEM HIMSELF PREPARE THE RESPONSE, EITHER
DIRECTLY OR BACK THROUGH CHANNELS HERE DEPENDING ON WHAT
U N C L A S S I F I E D
U N C L A S S I F I E D
P A G E 2 2 S T A T E 2 9 7 3 4 2
W A S A P P R O P R I A T E .

U N C L A S S I F I E D / P A G E 1 3
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U N C L A S S i r i l D
WHAT IWAS F i t t i ng a t was , i n t h i :

THI LAST VISIT TO GUYANA, TnL V IS IT TF ' iT
MADE TO GUYANA, WAS ANY CONSULATION DONE WITH MR.
MR. GARRY ABOUT TEE PR03A3ILITY OR THE POSSIBILITY OE
SUCH AN EVENT AS TOOK PLACE ON SATURDAY?

IDOUBT IE SOMEONE RAISED THAT RORT O'^’ AN EV^^NT.
THERE WERE SOME CONTACTS,
DEPARTMENT PEOPLE AND BETWEEN
A M D T H E S E P E O P L E .
O N T E AT,
' / E L Y .
U N C L A S S I E I E D

V i -

D AY S J U S T P R I O R TO
C O N G R E S S M A N R YA N

L A M E O R

y

A

I T H I N E , B E T W E E N S O M E S TAT E
TEE CONGRESSMAN'S OFEICE

IAM NOT FULLY INFORMED AT THIS POINT
SO ICANNOT ANSWER THAT QUESTION VSR'^ DE'R’INITI-

C H R I S T O P H E R

P A G E 1 4




