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Knockout drops in
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Examiner Staff Writer

By Peter H. King ’

CHARLESTON, S.C. — The
lethal drink of Jonestown — cyan-
ide and Kool-Aid — also contained 2 |
hypnotic drug to render the follm{
ers of Jim Jones unconscious b4

fara tha naican tank hald and thil
IUVIT il pPpUISULL WUR LUUVIU allu luJ

writhing began.

Dr. Lynn Crook, a pathologist
who visited the settlement three
days after the death ritual, told The |
Examiner he found empty botties
of chloral hydrate scattered about
the vat where more than 900
persons lined up to die.

He said the presence of chloral
hydrate — commonly called knock-
out drops — in the potion would
painlessly put partakers to sleep in
less than two minutes. Cyanide 3
takes up to 10 minutes to kill. i

Crook theorized that Jones
could have used chloral hydrate &
the past to set up his congregati
for the ultimate act.

* *I have no proof,” he said. “but
I wonder if these folks thought they
were just taking knockout drops
again without knowing about the
cyanide.” . !

A pathologist at the Medwal;
University of South Carolina here, |
Crook said he was sent to Jones |

town only because he was “in the ;
wrong place at the right time.” *

L]

He had gone to Guyana expect- |
ing to treat survivors en a medical
flight out of the country. There was
ap; initial report that a poison that
hampers coagulation of the bi
héd been used in the murdery,
suicide. Crook was to go on the,
medical flight because he is an”
expert in thavficldu.
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But once %Sg;& America,
Crook was aske mbassy te . - ——t o
0 to Jonestown with an Air Force ‘ﬂr‘mk the lethal liqarter Fe i
olonel. They were to look for any ' He said the 900-plus bodies ‘had
igns of violence and to recommend| been clustered into family groups
‘hat should be done with thelof about six. The closer to the vat
odies. the groups were, the tighter ‘they
. . . y d, leading Crook to

At the incredible site, Crook]¥ST® gathere
said he found no evidence of believe the knockout drops wp;ked

sunolay. excent for wounds in the Uickly on most members.
Bulipidy, CALTPL U wuudliug i

heads of Jones and a woman found He said most of the victims had
in the cult leader’s bed, later Jain down to die. “It reminded me
identified as Jones’ nurse, Amy of a beach party,” Crook said.
Moore.
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"™ Crock—1aT Tittle doubt aboyt
the veracity of reports of arm
guards at the death ritual despife
his inability to gather any eviden
pointing to violence,

"~ He said many of the victims
were lying on blankets and covered
‘with blankets: “I doubt that they

ke i
k the poison and then went

side to get their blankets.”

He theorized fhat Jones' re-
ried talk of the dignity of dying,
he painless effect of the letha!

The iron tub used for the liquid
was surrounded by empty contain-|
ers. Crook said he found empty ofie-
pound bottles of powdered cyanide,

Crook said it appeared obvious'one-gallon jugs of chloral hydrate,
t the Jonestown settlers “had and spent packets of Kool-Aid.
cticed this sort of thing in some According to Crook, chloral hy-
drate is a harmless hypnotic dru

“The bodies were all rather
orderly,” he said in an interview
here yesterday. i

tha
pra
b

i
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rm or another before.” oL
1 ©¢pmmonly used in medicine. He
¢  Crook nevertheless remained siid that when swallowed it wi

convinced that—armed guards gpickly drop the consumer into §

threatened what he called “lead sleep that lasts about a half-hour. .

“It was -quite the rage "kt
cocktail parties 30 or 40 years ago,”
Crook said. “You put this ip-a
friend’s drink and watch thegnipu!s

IS

out.” )
}!Tbi&ﬂﬁ

The drugs also sound as though
thev (culd bave been used in the
death-to-life stunts used by Jones to
awe his following, Crook noted.

Crook wondered if Jones might
have used chloral hydrate in pre-
vious practices of the mass suicide:
members drinking poison and pafjs-
ing out, apparenily dead, only jjo
Jesurrect in 30 minutes or so.

\!
“If this was the case,” said
rook, “it might have been possible
B line up 50 in Jonestown)
and get them 1o start drinking.”

liquid, and the shock of seeing so
many others commit "suicide all
contributed to the ritual.

- “The guards probably -got it
going real good and then mass

hvataria toal grid
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- Crook said reports that another
sort of drink mix — not Kool-Aidj—
was used were incorrect. 1
know 13 I saw the packages therp,”
he said. “It was Knolddd. The same
kind of‘stuff 1 buy for my kids.”
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INQUIRY ON DEATHS
STARTING IN GUYANA

A Coroner's Jury Will Determine if
Murders Were Committed —
Survivors in Jeopardy

By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK
Special to The New York Tines

GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Dec. 12— A
coroner’s jury, sitting at the remote
northwest community of Matthews
Ridge, will begin an investigation tomor-
row to determine whether any of the %09
deaths at Jonestown on Nov. 18 constitute
murder under Guyanese law.

If this five-member jury determines
that a crime was committed, it could
radically change the status of several of
the survivors of the tragedy who are still
in this country and possibly the status of
others in the United States.

The hearing may also shed new lighton
just how many of the Rev. Jim Jones's

VENEZUELA

GUYANA

The New York Tirnet/Dec. 1), 1§73

Guyanese investigation will be held
in Matthews Ridge, a remote area.

followers in the People’s Temple cult ac-
tually chose to end their own lives voluni-
tarily.

The United States authorities are coor-
dinating with the Guyanese officials on
the inquest and have agreed to withhold
final determinations on examinations
made at Dover, Del., until the Guyanese
jury can decide the issues. This has
delayed burial of some of the people at
Dover, the police authorities said.

Marks of Injections

The police and medical authorities are
expected to testify that they found more
than 70 bodies at Jonestown that showed
the marks of recent injecticns that sug-
gested that those people may not have
voluntarily ingested the cyanide and
fruit-flavored drink that killed them.

The police are also expected to intro-
duce testimony that may help the jury
determine whether Mr. Jooes took his
own life or was shot by an assailant in the
last minutes of the suicide ritual.

The police may also disclose the con-

" tents of a letter that they found in a valise

full of cash that three survivors said they
were ordered to carry to an uinamed em-
bassy. News repotts have suggested that
this letter was addressed to the Soviet
Embassy here. Its contents could well re-
veal what arrangements Mr. Jones may
have had with representatives of the
Soviet Government.

There is considerable speculation in
legal circles here that the jury will rule
that a large number of the deaths were
actually murder. In addition to the bodies
with the injection marks, there were
more than 260 children found dead at the
scene and the jury is expected to rule on
whether they could freely have chosen to
die with their parents.

“I found a 2-year-old child with injec.
tion marks,” said one Government offi-
cial privately. **Could that child have
voluntarily taken his own life?"

Police sources speculate that there
may have been unrelated violence in the
final hours when those still living became
embroiled in a dispute over the vast
amount of cash and jewelry that Mr.
Jones had cached away.
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The ¥1ds stuff is the worst.
The toys and small shoes of
children who died here.

Mayhe some of the adults, or
Yeven all of the adults, died here
for what they believed in. But
surely, not the kids. They didnt
die with Hra—dones pecause he
exhorted them 10.

Jit's all horrifying. The old peo-
[ples’ stuff — an ‘expensive
‘chrome wheelchair over there, a
alblonde-wood cane here — thal’s

Ansocrared Fress

\\ There were lots of drugs in Jim Jones' refrigerator

hesitate.

* On the other hand. it may
be an important document — it
may contain the secret of Jim
Jones, what made him what he
. was, what gave him the power of
death. 1

They died because someone
— their parents, & doctor, a
nurse — pumped poison into
them with a needle.

The kids’ stuff is worse, but

i grab it and read.

It is only neat, precise lec—]
ture notes, apparently kept”
faithfully dav: “Aug. 30.
Chinese Chairman Wu (sic} is

devastating, 100.
There's a notebook. My first.
impulse is t0 grab it and read it.

But that segms.&hqulish and |



talking to the shah of Iran while
the capital is on strike.” § 1
tlmm— %y ™
“Sept. 5. Somoza’s time Is
short-lived...” '

“Sept. 16. The rise of fascism
in Italy.."”

it goes on and on like that.

1 pick up a letter. It is
written in a girlish hand on lined
three-hole binder paper.

“Hi, Sherry,” it begins. I
was really glad and surprised to
ear from you. I'm so glad that
:}Aings have worked cut for you.”
1

L Tknow 1 can't finish reading
that one.

Groups of reporters are’

being shuttled from an airstrip
at Matthew's Ridge, 25 miles
away, and there is a schedule to
keep if we are to get back before
dark.

One of the two dozen or so

Guyanese soldiers guarding the
death camp urges me to see
what must be seen, and get back
to the helicopter. He emphasizes
this point by shifting his grip on
a sub-barreled machine gun.

1 get the point.

A laundry, a cook house. In
tke laundry, bags of unwashed
clothes. .

Staggering through ochre-
colored mud toward what ap-
pears to be a warehouse, I find a
survivor: '

A tiny, scrawny kitten.

flap torn open. =

,. The carlon contains hundreds of
packages — not of Koolaid, the drink
that has been reported as used in the
cyvanide drink — but of something called
“Fla-Vor-Aid.”

Similar to Kool-Aid, but not Kool
Aid. I've come across a hig scoop.

I pocket a single envelope of the
[stuff. 1 feel guilty because I've become a
ighoul and a looter, and I put it back.
}Then, once again, I pick up the envelope
and put it in my pocket.

Why, 1 have no Mea.

I

l - Later, I discover there is other life

in Jonestown beside the kitten and the
soldier and the newsmen.

In a garden beside a wood-frame
house — a barracks, or an apartment —
a small, healthy-looking pig is rooting
contentedly. Not far away is a hlack
duck.

Several hundred yards away are
ahout 50 smaller cottages, each about 12

bv 20 feet, all also neatly huilt. They are
freshly paintedinpaste! colors — green,

Two Japanese journalists :

discover the kitten at almost the
same time. One shoots 10 or 12
pictures of the kitten. The kitien
looks hungry, mews pathetically.

The photographer grins.
He’s made some nice pictures.
We move on.

On the back stoop, j
bgside the warehouse, about 30
yérds from where the cyanide
potion was distrihuted last Satur-
day, is a cardboard carton with a

blue, pink and beige. Another reporter

om———— T,

4

gets a peek inside one, andsays there are

a dozen bunks in the place.

The cottage said 10 have belongeq, to
Jones is about 100 yards away from fhe
central pavilion. It is perhaps twicel'as
large as the small cottages, but certairlly
not a palace.

Like nearly all the others, it has

i
|

been sealed by Guyanese soldiers or '

police. But on the small veranda, stuff
and junk is littered about.

Feeling no guilt at all, now. I kneel
and go through it. I find several plastic
syringes and a number of bottles of
drugs — Penthedine, Penothal 1 (aren’t
these truth syrums?) Thorazine and
Valium (tranqulizers) and morphine sul-
fate.

Now one of the soidiers is moving us
along toward the heliport. In ten
minutes, we are airborne.

From the air, the jungle clearing in
which Jonestown is built fooks peaceﬁ,ul
and almost pretty. . i;

- And in the air, moving away frgm
Jonestown at 150 m.p.h., we find the
stink of death syddenjy gone.
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US..TEAMS FIND HUNDREDS MORE BODIES IN

Telephone Rm.
Ditector’s Sec’y _

By Jeremlsh O'Leary
and Henry S. Bradsher

Washingion Star Stall Writer

GEDRGETOWN, Guyana —
American troops removing the mass
suicide-murder victims at the Peo-
ple’s Sl'emple settlement_ at LJn_'qes-
town now have found 779 DOGIES,
nearly twice as many as had bgen
thought earlier, United States ¢ffi-
cials said today.

They said the toll may exceed 8(10.
The’ U.S. Embassy here was In-
formed by radio at 11 a.m. _EST that
the oyiginal body count of just over
400 made by Guyanese police and de-
fense forces now has been found to be

o e
geripusly in error. The number of
additisnal bodies at the settlement
where the Rev. Jim Jones prdered all
his followers to join him in commii-
ting wuicide last Saturday may now
approximate the more than 800
American passports that were foi nd
inalocked fnox at Jonestown,

© GRAVES REGISTTRATION troops
of the U.S. Army reported by radio
from the scene of the horror that t_lle ‘
fourd many bodies, inciuding ci-,
cﬂ";l{? underneath the corpses of their .

arents and other members of the

. Peojile’s Temple.

U.5. officials have been troubled
from the first by the insistence of
Guyana officials that only 400-odd
.bodies had been counted in the farm-
ing community.

In Washington, the head of lthe
State Department’s task force taid
that the number of bodies :)Ew
counted pius the number of known
survivors “‘seems to be in the vicinity
of what other sources indicate was

last Saturday'' more than 800,

The official, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State John A. Bushuell,
said that there is no trace of \ny
additional survivors still in the jungle
around Jonestown but the search is
continuing. The United States is
proviling logistical support to a bat-
talion pf approximately 350 Guyatiese
defenst forces troops still searching
the region while U.S. helicopters ‘{ly
overhead. 3

BUSHNELL SAID 870 passports

have been recovered from Jones-
town, possibly including some dupli-
cations, Six hundred single beds were
counted in the community, and a re.
ceni petition of suppori for thy laie
Jim‘Jones contained between 609 and
700 names. Based on these iddica-
tions, it now appeared that virtually
everyone was acounted for.

Bushnell said approximatbly 485
bodies had been moved by U.§. mili-
tary personnel from Jonestowi) by 11
a.m. today. Twenty more have been
bagged for movement and 270 more

have been counted. This totals 775.
Five other cult members died in
Georgetown on Saturday.

Between 70 and 80 survivors'were

P T PR

the airport gwhere Rep. Leo Ryal and :

in the cult's Georgetown officetr at .

four other Americans were

iled |

Saturday, and fled into the jungle,

but have since been found.

He aid the U.S. government plans !

to turh the bodies over to *‘the nor-
mal sommercial funeral system”
after identification and processing at
Dover, Del. “We’ll be in the middle,"”
Bushnell said of critics who think the

U.S5. government should not have met .

See CULT, A4
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Continued From A-1

any of the cc_/sts caused by the mass
suicides and those who think the U.S.

government should provide for final

burial, Bushnell noted.

Any unidentifiable or unclaimed
bodies will be buried by the govern-
. mentinthe Dover area.

...... p
has spent between $2 and $3 million
on the operation so far,

EMBASSY officials have been
working night and day trying to
match up the passports with the
known and identified dead. So far
U.S. and Guyanese officials have
been able to identify only 200, but
until this morning no one was aware
that the death toll could be nearly
twice the figure that officials have
been using all week.

It had been estimated, when offi-
cials had put the toll at just over 400
dead in the bizarre suicide-murder
rite, that the evacuation of the Jones-
town fatalities might be completed
by Sunday. Now the Americar) Joint
Task Force expects the task t} take
much lorger. } :

The djscovery of the addilional
bodies alded to the near-incompre-
hensible ‘horrors umcovered at the
cult settlement, but it aiso helped to
clear up some of the mystery caused
by earlier indications that there were
many more hundreds of persons ljv-
ing at the settlement and the discov-
ery of the more than 800 passports.

GEORGETOWN WAS beginning to
seethe with rumors that the Rev.
Jones might have been carrying out
individual killings of untrusted fol-
fowers at ihe commune he founded
four years ago in the rain forest 150
miles from Guyana's capital. Guya-
nese officials seid there was no evi-
dence of any such killings, but they
too were unable to account for the
difference between the number of
bodies and the number of passports.

Police Commissioner Lloyd Barker

o o - -

UG Y MM 2, T

and Minister of Information Shirley :

Field-Ridley said there was some
evidence that an unknown number of
Jones' foliowers may have escaped
into the jungle because there was evi.
denae of foot travel along pathn lead-
ing lo Amerindan viillages in the re-
gion| But CID Chief Skip Ri.berts
said. today he seriously d¢ubted
whether very many survivors had
taken flight when Jones used the
commune loudspeaker to summon
his followers for their last assembly.

A handful of People’s Temple fol-
lowers escaped death by various
meahs when lones snnouncedy that
everone was going to diel and
ordeked the fatal potion of cyjinide
and 'tranquilizers mixed with \}ool-
Aid administered to all. The discov-
ery today that many children, previ-
ously uncounted among the dead,
were lying under other bodies is not
inconsistent with the fact that Jones
ordained that the children should die

first.

THE SURVIVORS include an

.elderly woman who was overlooked
" because she was in the bathroom, a

76-year-old man who wandered away
without being stopped by Jones’
guards and a handful of young men
who escaped by hiding until the mass
suicides were completed, )

The suicides came after Temple
members had killed Rep. Ryan and
four other Americans in his investi-
gating group at Port Kaituma, about
7 miiles from Jonestown last (Satur-
day, . : 'll

Meanwhile, a Peoples Temple
member who escaped the sifcides
today told United Press International
that when the hundreds of cultists

T —————— .

were told their fate was death by poi-
s(ning, only one woman tried to ob-

jett.

qi.‘i!ones' followers shouted clown the
protester and branded her i '‘trai-
tor,” the witness said. '

The witness to the suicide ritual,
Odell Rhodes, 36, of Detroit, said
Jones calmly decreed death for his
followers last Saturday, and they
obeyed his command. .

Infants and children were first in
line at a table in the group’s assem-
bly hali, Rhodes said, where a nurse
squirted suicide poison down their
throats by syringe, then gave them a
grape drink for a chaser, .

“The first adult to die was a young
woman who went up with a baby in
her arms, had the poison shot down
her throat, walked into a field and sat
down and died,”” said Rhodes, who
managed to escape when he was sent
with the nurse to get a stethoscope.

Tones called a meeting minutes
after Rep. Ryan and his pardy had
left Jonestown for the Port Kajtuma
airsirip.

"They will never reach the United
States and we will all comrit sui-
cide," Rhodes quoted Jones as say-
ing.

.

JONES ASKED il there was any
objection, Rhodes said. Only one
woman spoke up. She said suicide
was not the only option, that the cult-
ists could go to the Soviet Union or

. Cuba. :

Rhades said she was shoute:! down

. with éries of “‘traitor!" V. -

|

|
n warka
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Rhoves said the poison :
quickly and each cultist died withi
four to five minutes — a brief period
of agony.

“It was evident that this was not a

]
. drill,” Rhodes said. ‘‘People started

i going into convulsions, foam came

rom their
crying.”

The group became panicky, and
Jones shouted into the camp’s loud-
speaker system: ‘'You must die with
dignity.”

Rhodes said he leaned against the
fence while waiting his turn in line

lips and many were

" and thought about trying to get out of

there. At that time the commune's

© doctor, Dr. Larry Schacht, called out

for a nurse to bring a stethoscope, so
Rhodes followed her past the guards
and walked to the nursing station.

The nurse told him to look for the
stethiscope there while she looked in
the dtgx':tor's office.

He vent out the back door and hid
until night, when he escaped through
the jungle.

“1 have no idea how many. survi-
vors there are, nor how many people
were at the Peoples Temple,” said
Rhodes, a slender black man who de-
scribed himself as a former drug ad-
dict rehabilitated by the Jones organ-
ization.

One of the aluminum caskets that
arrived at Dover Air Force Base yes-

b A
CONLainea

o ~
Lclda:f what were

1 positively identified as the remains

of the cult leader who triggered the
mass deaths, scotching rumors that
the body might be that of a double.

THE COFFIN, marked simply
“Rev. Jimmie Jones, 13-B,"” was un-
loaded last night. A team of 10 FBI
fingerprint specialists concluded that
the corpse was Jones.

Former cult members in San Fran-

oL il S3iU LT

rected the mass suicide and then fled
with a “revenge squad’’ bent on kill-
ing the people who had brought on his
downfall.

Some mystery was develping
over the fact that most of the suicide
viclims returned to the United States
wene young persons and childre
althhugh an 108-year-old man was
ameng the victims. There were boxes
of Social Security checks but no old

people to go with them,
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ithess Says

Most Wait d
Turn Qu?e_ty

GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AP) — But_the gunmen returned-fram the
man who saw hundreds die in me 1rstnp mlh reports of the kxllmg‘_ancl
biggest mass suicide in recent history jiones said it was too late for anything
said yesterday there was some hysteria ut suicide, Rhodes said.

and “confusion as parents saw their j Rhodes Said Jones had warned his
children writhe in the throes of death followers that if some were allowed to

from isoning at the Jonestown peave. then family members would
sememp;“ & ome from the United States and take
. . thers away.

But Odell Rhodes of Detroit said

most people quietly waited their turn | e had a lot of ego and had to be in
to die. He said he saw perhaps 200, of ntrol,” Rhodes said. ““The decision
the nearly 800 who died, drink cyanide or SulClde) was based on the fact
or have if administered forcibly. att Itle felt he was losing control. I'm
Rhodes said there was no panic or st trying to flgure out why those

odes sdid there was no panic of eocple would voluntarily kill
emotional outburst as people stood in emselves.”

line to swaliow the poison. He said he
escaped by slipping through a ring of | He said the camp’s doctor and
armed guards and into the jungle. urses brought out containers of a

“A lot of peeple walked around like quid that investigators have since

vore in a trance 1 don't know if B34 contained cyanide.
l.m':y WCIL' 1 4 LI aliLe. § Uvil + VY

they even tried to get away,” said § “They would draw up an amount (of
Rhodes, 36, who said he escaped about Boison) into syringes,” Rhodes said.
20 minutes after the poisoning began. §Babies and children went first. They
“There wasn’t that much noise,"he Jould take the syringes and a nurse or
said. “Children were crying and going meone else would put it into a
through convulsions and some of their “r;" $ mouth and the PWP“‘ would
grandparents and parents were getting JiMPply swallow it down ..
{hysterical as they saw their children J ‘“The first person who went up was a
die. oung mother, about 27 or so. She had
“But basically a lot of the people§ Small baby. about 115, She
were sitting, especially the senior dm:mstered it lE her ?“ll baby, then
= N N o L. -3 B iy Y e llen ram A oa
le pr— usl waltm and wa[cmn l\ HCI. Uwil. JIIT WalATu U"I:l i d
ﬂ:os'im ) g B eld and sat down. It was hard to
Rhodes said the founder and leader Peli€ve.” he said.
of the Peoples Temple colony, the Rev.| Rhodes said it took 4-5 minutes for
Jim Jones, called a8 meeting at the he people to die.
camp assembly hall and told peoplel «paronts were talking with their

the time had come for the ritual mass hlldren and a lot of the children were

death. ing,” he said. “He (Jones) was
It was called just after US. Rep. S{mg them not to tell (the ch)lldnen
Leo Ryan left the settlement Saturday;they were dying, not to tell them it
and took some cult members with, .was painful. ... He didnt seem ex-
him. Ryan and several others were mted He was sitting in a chair and
slain at the strip by gun-wielding cult seemned very calm.” :
members. Rhodes, who taught crafts to camp
The ‘‘defectors’ would never reachkhildren, related-the horror to a few
America, Jones told the crowd as the reporters in the hotel where he and a
bizarre ritual of death began, ac-ffew survivors are staying.
cording to Rhodes.
Jones asked if there was dissent,
and one woman said death was not the

only option, suggesting a move to the
SoTEOMEn or Cuba. -

ﬁome of 780 Forced To Drink

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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-l _was mass confusion. People
were standing in groups, saying %
bye to each other, walking around
hugging old friends. All my thoughts
were on how to get out of there.”

He said he walked to the edge of the
crowd, which was surrounded by
armed guards, and saw a girl named
Julie Reynolds, about 13. “‘One of the
women who supervised her, and one of
the nurses were forcing her to lake
poison, They forced her to take it. She
was Spitting it out, but they were
forcing her to take it".

Rhodes said he slipped away,
crawled under a building and hid until
guards were called to take poison.
Then he stole from house to house and
into the jungle,

He said he followed the road eight
miles to Port Kaituma, where he toid
a constable about the Killings, but said

he was told the force was ungderstaffed
and nothing could be done.
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HE SLICE of Guyana jungle

was only 60 miles from,T
Shangri La — the place so
idyllic in appearance it hadj
served as the location for the]
movie version of “Leost Hori-
zon.”

! And in the jungle at Jones-
thwn was a dream of paradise
tn earth where everyone
shared and shared alike and
there were oranges on the
trees and bananas for the
picking and everyone loved
everyone — and especially
their leader, Father Jim Jones.
He wanted to be called “fath- ‘
er,” like in “creator.”

By last week the woifid !
knew that Jonestown was I
ther Shangri L& nor Parad
recovered and that the Hever-
end Jim Jones somewhere in
his ministry bad gone horribly
awry.

1 Jones was handsome
i nough and bright enough and
fhe claimed to be at least part
merican Indian. He was
raised in Lynn, Indiana, once a
major center of Ku Klux Klan
activity, attended nearby But-
ler University in Indianapolis
. and the Cleveland Bible Col-
Jege, where he became an
ordained minister of the Disci
ples of Christ.

In 1953 he established his
own interdenominational
church in Indianapolis m
with his charismatic personal-
y and his appeal to the dowl-
en. he soon had & hlEhlLV

lsuccessful ipiecracial congre-
gation.

Murder and Mass |
Suicide in Guyana
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It was a daring thing to do
in the heart of KKK-jand. He
established a soup kitchen and
bpened it te anyone; he found
people jobs and distributed
-gsed clothes. Jones became

ead of the ecity’s Human
Rights 30£missi0n in 1961 and
pursua restaur i j
th?aters +0 change ‘:;:gr z:gsd-u" mit su;c:de. .'
criminatory policies. , At the same time Jones usey

expected to give their worldh
goods (incTuttimy-Social Securi

without question — even con‘

- members to build political pow
ing the pressures that ultimate- f,;;bﬁs.?f.!}ﬁ .Eefl,l .‘fiuf.?‘
ly consumed him and over 40¢

of his followers. He preached of Glide Memorial Methodist'
that the nuclear holocaust or Church, put it “Here was a
fascism was coming; that man that with a snap of his
l_)lacks would be exterminated fingers could bring out a thou-
like the Jews were under Hit- sand people. No one had ever
;:?)1;;1 Eand in 1!265 he looked for done that before.”
way out.
y out. He had become  qpe thousands of votes

an ordained mini i

inister in 1964. 35005 controlied could decide
Apparently in an Esquire close races and politicians were
magafnne article on where very aware of it — from Vice
man_kmd was most likely 1o President Walter Mondale on
survive a nuclear war, he down. They consulted Jonmes; .
ound his inspiration for his some wooed him; {(Mayor
Lext nove. P George Moscone made him |
chairman of San Franocisco's
The move was to Redwood Housing Authority) and they

Valley, Calif., a dozen miles

wrote congratulatory le .
from Ukiah. At least 160 faith- Re ng Ty letiers
ful followed him to Redwood | Rev. Jones, meanwhile, was
Valley, where in an ldylic | howing signs of paranoia. As a
setting he established a Peo- ! ember of the Housing Au-
ple's Temple where the faithful ority recalled, “He'd call me
could not only worship but late at night, one time at 2 am.,
work in the vineyards and till and ramble on about how
the soil. someone was trying to assassi-

o e of love and nate him and how rightwing

aring, of belping those seek g:lt;ca; were trying to destroy

' - his tempie.”

g to belong to & ‘fariy He :rdte' congressmen in
tracted thousands of adber- - and he preached
ts. Again he went in for good the S:Il‘t"z wihmé I'i‘emp?e oors

mﬁyﬁog‘mﬁnm;ﬂ;g: closed — that & race war was

capped and delinquent kids; coming. }
drug rehabilitation; food kitch- Jim” 1o Us all along,
ens.

By 1071 he was ready to
expand 1o the “big time,’ a5 3
former member of the Temple
put ft, to San Francisco and Los
Angeles. N

fn San Francisco, Jones
bought an old synagogue om
Geary off Fillmore and in the

But Jones was already feel-

!

same year, 1971, he bouight an
empty synagogue in o8 Ange-
les. His operation and gpember
ship to an &fimated
(000 betievers. e
Erhe Temphemembers were

ty checks) o the cause, if they .
lived in the Temple, or contrity
ute 25 percent of their income ‘ment closed in on us that we

to it. They were also expecteq €
to do what “father” Jones said would have to kill each other,

e

recalled Birdie Marable, a
3 + and Jones.

h
dparadise in mid-1977.

black beaufjciap who quit sev.

eral years ago after runnisg a
rest home for the Tembple,
“that if anything ever P

pened to him, if the gov

Lena McCowan, a former
member, said at first Jones
wanted 10 be known as Jim,
“but then he hegan to say he
was Jesus Christ incarnated.
He always wanted 10 be called
father, never reverend. . He'd
never had any other God.”

Meantime, there were In-
creasing demands to lnvesti-
gate Jones, The Temple bought
27,000 acres in the jungle of
Guyana 150 miles from George-
town, the nation’s capital,
connected only by seven
of dirt road to a smali®an
field at Port Kaituma.

; .

i, Jones sent down some 130
young people to clear the land
and prepare for the move of
Temple members en masse 1o
the paradise. Even as Jones

es
g

i_and his flock packed for the

big move, New West maga-

| zine's August, 1877, issue fea-

tured an articie “Inside Peo-
ple’s Temple” by Chronicle
reporter Marshall Kilduff and
New West's Phil Tracy.

The article guoted former
Temple members (admittedly
disillusioned and prejudic
on a host of abuses — syphiln-
ing off money from child cafe
operations; poor housing, foed
and care of meinbers, particu-
larly the elderly; psychological
abuse as well as physical beat-
ings. The magazine called for
an inpvestigation of the Temple

Jones and an estimated 1200
ollowers (since believed few
an 1000} fled to Guyana and,

One of the main reasons

Jones fled San _Frapcisco, ap-
?arently. was John Stoea, ilie_



six-year-old son of Grace and
¥im Stoen whe—Jim Jones
cfaimed he had sired and want-
el to keep with him always.
Tim Stoen had been the Tem-
ple’s attorney for many years
and Grace at one time had kept
books for seven of the Temple's

enterprises. Tim took John 'l

with him to Jonestown but
when Tim defected recently
Jones would not let John leave.
Representative Leo Ryan.
53, an activist San Mateo Demo-
crat who always wanted to
check out information for him-
self, began a preliminary inves-
tigation that apparently turned

provided an assortment of mu-
sic — rock, jazz, djsco -- while
others danced and clapped
Jones watched proudly from
his “throne.”

Congressman Ryan rose to

the festive occasion. He went to ;

the microphone near Jones’
| raised chair, under the roofed,
jopen meeting house and said,
\*From what I've seen, there
“are a Jot of people here who
think this thing that has hap-
pened is the best thing that has
happened in their whole lives.”

Wild applause. Jones stood
and applauded, although he

tup disturbing information. At

| the urging of some constitu-

{ ents he decided to visit Jones-
town, himself — the Temple’s
flamboyant lawyer Mark Lane
had earlier said there was
notling' to hide at Jonestown,
that anyone was free 10 come
or go. '

But when Ryan announced
November 7 he was actually
going to make the trip ?md 19
others—media people (includ-
ing . Chronicle reporter Ron
Javers) and refatives of Temple
members — would go along, he
ran into delaying tactics all
along the route.

For three days the party
as stalled in Georgefown,
pital of Guyana, where em-
assy people and Lane urged

they wait until Jonestown was
“ready” for them.

On November 17 they final-

had not looked well.

As the Ryan group left for
the evening drive back to Port
Kaituma, where they would

| spend the night in a tin-roofed
disco, a young man slipped Do
. Harris, an NBC reporter,

) slate saying, “Please help m
1get out of Jonestown.” There
, were four signatures on it.

In Port Kaituma local Guy-
anese regaled the party with
horror stories about Jones-
town. :

Saturday morning when the

i

yMessage written on a child}

ower ‘lemple attorney who

bad flown tr~Wwith Ryap
{ grabbed Sly, who was cgt as
it €y wrestled the weapon
rayay, spurting blood on Ryan’

“'white shirt. Jones became nerd
; vous. He "was afraid Ryan’

report would be negative. Lan

and Garry stayed behind 1o
calm Jones down.

Ryan and the rest of the
party hurried to the truck that
was to take them to the Guyana
Airways plane on the Port
Kaituma strip.

“1 wouldn't be alive if it
wasn’t for Mark Lane.” said a
shaken Ryan. It was 4:20 p-m.
There was the two-engine
‘plane ready to take the Ryan
party back to Georgetown and
a single-engine plane 10 accom-
modate the refugees from the
colony.

James Cobb, a former Te
ple mgmber who had tried
talg his mother, three sisters
and two brothers intg Jeavin
warned Examiner reporter

party returned to Jonestown -

the atmosphere seemed tense.
Temple member Edith Parker
ran up to Ryan and said she
wanted to leave with him. By
the time they were ready to

leave 20 people had asked to go.

Ron Javers, the Chronicle

1y made the one-hour flight t0 reporter, said that Jones struck
Port Kaituma and jounced over “us as a madman. We watched
the muddy road to Jonestown. him as he kept taking piils until
There they were greeted like he seemed dazed by them. He
royalty. They were given & tour listed a whole catalogue of
of the fields and orchards and gdiseases he said were afflicting
gome of the tintoofed build- him starting with cancer.”

ings. ' | .Jones said the 20 were free
They were fed pork Sloppyj to lJeave. ‘Suddenly a yofjn

Joe sandwiches, greens man {ater identifieq by
Jpotatoes grown om:the 200 Lane as Don Sly) grabbed Ri-an
ulfivated-scres. Singers® all and put a_knife to his t.
“ages and the Jonestown band La!ne and Cpar Garry, the

- ANl wbh it
WHNG



Jones hod

‘planned’ to:
kill the

whole Ryan
party

Phote by Gregory Bebinsen
Copyright 1978, S.F. Examiner

RYAN

THE SUICIDE SCENE AT JONESTOWN
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! Corpses
" Were Piled
Four Deep |

-Georgelown, Guyana

U.S. military personnel, finding
sgmaller bodies under larger bodies
and children under those,” discov-
ered yesterday that "as many &8s
780" Americans died in Jonestown
last Saturday when cult leader Jim
Jones ordered them to commit
suicide.

A week-0ld estimate of about
400 bodies, apparently based only
on a rough count made by the
Guyanese authorities, who were the
first to reach the death scene last
oekend and did not move the
jes, was “found to be seriously
error.”  according 1o a U.SI
\bokesman, when military person’
nel packing the dead in plastic bagz[
neared 400 and realized there were
many more 1o g0-
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“Fhe way au 1nis ha ned was . s
that nobodyy'nﬁ' the U.Fg.jemilitary relieved vor—herrified,” said US.
task force} stopped to count” when Consul Douglas Ellis, who has been |

® A petition “pledging loyalty
to Jim Jones,” signad.: between

they reached Jonestown early this the liaison between the embassy 1800 and 700 persons, found in
week, said another U.S. officia). "ere and the 32 known survivors of
‘But as they hagged the bodies Jonestown as well as relatives of

hey noticed the pile wasn’t going !

down.”

“We simply began to discover

onestown residents seeking to dis-
rover whether their loved ones ate

dead or alive. “It appears that there
fmay not be anyhody to search agi

more and more and more bodies,” rescue.” |

said Air Force Captain Don J.
Moscatelli, spokesman for the US.
Military rescue task force here.

“Under adults we found small-
er aduits and chiidren, and more
kmal] babies than anticipated.”

i}o Most of the previously over-
k

ed bodies were found at the
bottorn of what turned out to be a
three- and four-deep pile off to the
side of the open-air pavilion from
which Jones supervised the distrib-
ution of the poisoned Kool-Aid to?
followers herded around him by .
encircled armed guards. Jones him- |

self was later found shot to death .

on the aliar at the front of the
pavilion.

Yesterday's unexpected discov-
ery was a swift, shocking blow to
both U.S. authorities and relatives
of Peoples Temple church members
Lﬁat both doubled the death toll at
Jinestown and snuffed out hope
that many more survivors might be

folind.
p——————
“You don’t know whether to be

ANl a1y 16
Al week long, officals had

agonized over the mystery of what
had happened to several hundred
Jonestown residents apparently not
counted in the original estimate of
about 400 dead. U.S. military heli-
copters were scheduied 10 begin
flying over the dense rain forest
surrounding Jonestown and broad-
cast loudspeaker appeazls to any
survivors who might have fled
there. ‘

Now, however, the numbers

that had been in contention here all

week appeared to be adding up. :
The Guyanese government 53id '

~# el e moanned ol n

Jonestown.

e Four other Peoples Tem,}e
church members dead inside thp
Georgetown headquarters Saturday
night, and one defector from the
commune who was shot to death
along with Representative Leo J.
Ryan and three newsmen after
they left Jonestown earlier Satur-
day.

& Thirty-two other Jonestown
residents who escaped Saturday’s
viplence, some of whom left with
Congressman Ryan's group and
survived the ambush at the Port
Kaituma landing strip near Jones-
town, and others who slipped out Ff
Jonestown before and during tije

forced mass suicide. “

® Forty-six other People Tert-
ple church members still under
armed guard and house arrest

\inside the Georgetown headquar-

vesterday that iis records showed| ters house

950 Peoples Temple church me¢m-
bers had entered Guyana since {he
Jonestown agricultural commune
was founded five years ago.

Moanwhil

AN Wil the US, embassy

T, i W ALE ARG Y
vesterday examined and photo-
copied 803 U.S. passports the Guy-
anese authorities had recovered in
Jonestown. The copies will be sent
to Washington for a determination
of how many persons ibey cover.
That number could be more than
800 because some children may
have traveled on parents’ passports,
and others may have beer born in
Jonestown. Markers in a small
cemetery found in Jonestown indi-
cate that only about ten residents
ied there before last weekend.

Against that evidence are these
m\lmbers: I

!
® "As many as 780 bodil!;"
counted in Jonestown by yesterdjy
afternoon. — _ '

They include fint Jones’ son



and top lieutenant, Stephan Jones,
and other met S of the Jones-
town basketball team, which was in
eorgetown playing the Guyanese
ational team last weekend during
‘ongressman Ryan's visit to Jones-

N
TR VY L.

According to Guyanese police
sources, some cult members now in
that house are being investigated
for the murder of Peoples Temple

member and house recidant Sharon

AT AAATE QA VWD T TaUT AL WAL v

Amos Harris and her three

children, who were found in the
Georgetown house Saturday night
with their throats slashed.

Police sources in Georgetown
said that Edward Bikman, 43, home-
town unknown, will be charged

today with four counts of murder
in the killing of Amos and her
children.

Survivors from Jonestown
have told authorities that members
“of the basketball team were trained
shirpshooting security guards who
practiced with firearms in the
forest around Jonestown. .

{e Four other Jonestown resi:.

dents found aboard the cult’s coast:: -

al freighter, the Albatross, when if’
landed in Trinidad this week after
leaving Guvana well before last
weekend's violence. Those four are
being temporarily heid by Trinidad
authorities, who are in communica-
tion with Guyana.

® Two or three more Jones-
town residents reportedly found by
a Guyana defense force patrol boat
aboard the cult’s fishing boat, the
Cudjoe, three days ago just 20 miles
north of its Port Kaituma dock.
THey are being questioned by the
pdiice here. A third boat used by’
tli Jonestown commune, named

Marcelme after J1m Jones’ wife,
15 still missin

R

i " ready known was revealed.

These numbers ma ke a total of
between 850 and-900-Pevples Tem-
ple church members now accoymt-

ed for in Guyana. \

The only remaining live l"ad

nn more nossihle survivors from
{11 more possidie survivors irom

Jonestown is a report from a
Venezuelan government agent that
the pilot of a Venezuelan military
plane patroling its disputed border
with Guyana saw what appeared to
be 30 or 40 peopie heading west
toward the border from the rain
forest around Jonestown and Port
Kaituma. Guyanese government
spokesmen denied knowledge of
such a report.

Meanwhile, the grim airlift of
bodies from Jonestown continued
at a brisk pace yesterday. By
midday 485 bodies had been taken
during the past three days in plastic
body bags by helicopter from
Jonestown to Timehri International
Airport, where they were trans-
ferred to aluminum holding coffins ¢
and put into military cargo p]anes
bound for the U.S. Air Force base
in Dover, Del.

Yesterday afternoon, the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Forbes
Burnham made its first public
report to the Guyanese people
about the Jonestown affair. Deputy
Prime Minister Ptolemy Reid deliv-
ered the report in a 15minute
statement to Parliament that was
broadcast across the country by the
Guyanese Broadcasting Service ra-
dio.

Reid’s address, in the crowded

==

House Chamber of the 5Q-year-old

pink-and-white neo-classical Parlia-
ment, was essentially a chronologi-
cal listing of the steps his govern-
ment took at Jonestown after the
violence occurred. Nothing not al—

A

Reid, a large black man with
full gray beard, who, like the 58
members of the House and observ-
ers and members of the press, wore
an open-necked STt and no coat in



the tropical heat, also stated his
nztion’s “deep regret and sympa-
thy” to the Américan people for the
trigedy that occurred at Jones-
toxn.

He ©pointedly indicated
throughout his statement that he
believed his government acted as
quickly as possible at every stage of
the emergency.

For example, he said that after
the ambush of Conpgressman Ryan's
party at the Port Kaituma airstrip,
“one of the more seriously injured
persons was conveyed that very
evening to the hospital in George-
town where a medical team was on

, standby and the injured person
r¢ceived immediate attention. Oth-
£ps were flown out the fellowing

3 »

Y.

Later, he pointed out that,
after the first report was received
of a possible mass murder or
suicide at Jonestown, the Guyana
defense forcé mobilized troops a
quickly as possible at Matthew:

Ridge, 20 miles away, and “move

by foot and train to Port Kaituma
and then to Jonestown Sunday on
foot.

After finishing, Reid strode
hurriedly off the—House floor,
pushing his way through report
and bystanders. He was chased
catealls from members of the o
position Peoples Progressive part
whose acting leader tried to insist
ithat Reid answer questions, as is
frequent parliamentary procedure.

‘When the speaker of the House
‘ruled that, for technical reasons,
the Jonestown matter could not be
discussed on the floor, cries of
“Ghame, shame,” and “eoverup”
rang out.

Some members of the opposi-
tion party and its newspaper here
have raised questions about the
apparently close relationship be-
tween Ptolemy Reid in particular
and the Burnham government gen-
erally with Jim Jones. Jones and
. Reid met together on several occa-
sions, and the Buroham gover
! ment has been accused here o
looking the other way when thel
Jonestown commune, using its
three boats, allegedly shipped out
produce and brought in supplies
without going through customs.

P

Fashington Post

“It should be noted that all this

was done under very adverse condi-
tions,” Reid told Parliament, ex-
plzining that the terrain was very
rotigh and rain was falling heavily.

!

\Reid ended his address by
sayihg that he wished to “reiterate
our deepest sympathy to all who

are grieving. We mougn with all of
them.” et



A — A——

A truck on the rain-soaked runway of Dover Air Force Base in Maryland carried its cargo of metal caskets
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Ptolemy-Reid, Guyana's deputy prime minisfer, recounted the
tragedy at a meeting of Parliament -
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Adul
children

180 victims v sen e e
under age 15,

to Dover Air Force Base in Dela-
the U.S. finds

ware and 20 more had heen placed
in Air Farce “body bags.”
By Jim Willse
Examiner City Editor

U.S. troops at the scene count-
ed the remaining hodies and found
270. '

Officials said thev didn't ex-

GEORGETOWN, Guvana —

total of 775 hodies has now beep 1"Mpie Mass suicide elsewhere in
found at the jungle mission of the the Jonestown outpost.

Peoples Temple. The reason for the earlier hody

The increase in the numbers of COUNt — at 409 — was that the Guy-

dead at the Jonestown outpost3¢5¢ who discovered the bodies
apparently was reached when it made no attempt to disturh them.
: di‘idd;:lm&:‘{l:g !};silg:langn‘:incﬁ"wi}?f\ Only after US. Army and Air
cdlrpses of adults C Force _personnel aijn\'ed ar}d I?egan
' removing the bodies was it discov-
ered that there were more bhodies
under those already counted. In
children under the age of 15 A SUme arcas around the central
witness 10 the gruesome suicide meeting hail, the concentration of
ritual said the children were lined hodies was so dense that one
up and given the lethal mixture of vowldn’ see the ground.
Kooi-Aid and cvanide first./}h'en
![El(;l;l'(:‘;)r;;:é?r?l?i?(ll\rmo potion and 1y US. officiais on the scene,
s almost double the number of those
known dead at the colony of
Peaples Temple leader Jim Jones.
They account for most of the large
number of settlement members
until now listed as "missing.”

| The State Department in Wash-
ivpton said 180 of the dead are

"It pow appears the count will
he as many as 780 bodies.” said
Stephen Kibble. information offi-
ver af the U.S. Embassy in Guyvana,

- At the Peopies Temple head-
quarters in San Franciscn. mem- One of those bodies is Corpse
hers said thev helieved there were NO- 13B. wrapped in plastic and
472 people in the Jonestown camp. Ccased ir—ape-alaminum transfer
With 780 now dead and 32 members -
who escaped the ritual mass sui-
cifie. that leaves 160 people unac-
cgunted for. according 1o the tem-

The figures, sent 10 Washing-|
| the United States today.
: There was some doubt that the

ed

hox. The hanreserawled on the side
of the hox by a soldier: “Be»f‘
Jimmie Jones.”

Jones was identified positivel
vesterday with fingerprints provid-
ed by the Los Angeles Police
Department. The State Department
sand no autopsy will be performed

"on him at Dover.

apect 1o find more victims of the’

‘;‘ The evil preacher left Guyana
~vesterday surrounded by the bitter
fruit of his labors. In two days. the
hodies of 270 men, women and
children had been brought from
the Peoples Temple mission by U.S.
helicopters and loaded aboard big,
droopy-winged Air Force trans-
ports for a flight Lo Dover Air Forve;
Base.

All the bodies must be brought
the 150 miles to Temehri Airport
outside the capital city of George-
town.

There were 162 bodies taken 10
the United States yesterday in

Tlhrt‘e flights. Another 88 hodies

were at the airport for removal 10

Dover military mortuary —- where
victims of the Vietnam War were
processed — could handle the
larger number of bodies found. But
Army Maj. Brigham Shuler, spokes-
man for the bodvlift, said the base
_will handle all the bodies — though
" he said processing them now will
' yake at least three weeks, instead of

| the eight to 10 days forecast at first.

5 The Peoples Temple in Saﬁ
Filancisco said it was sendifig mediz-
(Ji records and pictures of itk
mbmbers 1o Washington to aid in
the identification. Officials urged
‘that any medical ordent recards
"or fingerprints be sent 1o Dover Air



info number”

An information center for peo-
ple who believe a relative may he
one of the Guyana victims has heen
established at the Dover Air I-‘orce A
Base in Delaware._

The phone number at the
information center. manned’
around the clock. is 3026786767.

Force Base or to the State Depart-
ment.

The government has said that
families of the dead will have to
pay to have them transported home
— at least $450 from Dover to San
_ljrdn(-isco.

Today, San Francisco Supervi-
spr Quentin Kopp said he is asking
firderal authorities io send the
Jonestown dead to San Francisco

“because almost all were Califor-
nians, most were from Northern
California.”

Bodies iefi unclaimed wili be
buried in Dover at governmem
expense.

In Georgetown, Sgt. Boyv Petrie, f
one of the 200 airmen called in to;
assist in removing the bodies, said:
“There are a lot of little kids —

that's the toughest pact.

“You can tell they were kids by
the weight of the bags. They just

idAn’t havao + f i ”
idn't have any choice.

i Only 32 members of the temple
it} Jonestown are known to have
f-stdped the mass suicide ritual
Fta attempts have been made to
find any other members who may
have estapethin the jungle.

Despite the State Department’s

-—v:;

statement in Washington that U.S
helicopters wmreadv blaring
messages 1o return over the sviam-
py lerrain at Jonestown. a |U.S.
official here said no such e Ton
would be made until today and

the American search-and-rescue ef—
fort was minimal.

One helicopter flew low over
the trees yesterday in an attempt to
spot survivors. Bullhorns were add-
ed to the flight equipment today,
according to Capt. John Moscatelli.

The State Department said that
so0 far 870 passports — all but four
American — have been checked,
but a spokesman said there may be
some duplication. He aiso said 600
single beds were counted at Jones-
town. These figures have led the
State Department to believe that
there are few, if any, survivors sijil
unaccounted for.

The numhber of persons at the
outpost at the time of the suicides
has been a major question all week.
Interviews last night with survivors
of the Saturday horrors added
weight to the estimate of 800 to 900
residents.

Another source of names could
be a petition last week to Rep. Leo
Rvan, opposing his visit to the
agricultural mission. That list was
said to contain 1,200 signatures but
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today that it carried only 600 to 700
signatures.

Jones eventually relented and
allowed the Ryan delegation of
journaiists and ‘“concerned ifia-
tives” to visit the mission. Ryan,
Examiner photographer Greg F’ub—
inson and three others were shaj to
death as they prepared to board a
return flight {ae tempie member,
Larry Layton, has been charged
with the deaths.
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A worker in Georgetown prepares coffins for shioment — including ‘Rev. Jimmie Jones 13B’
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Jonestown settlers gathered In family groups 1o awalt death. Their bodies surreund the open-air pavilion at the center of the village.

Tie Bizarre Tragedy in Guyana

Young and old, they died on
orders from a man who
likened himself to Christ and
Lenin. Wny? Life in the jungle
commune provided answers.

Jonestown died the way it lived—
tragically and on command.

In the end, onlyv a cult's bizarre regi-
men of fear, violence and unthinking
devotion could explain the chain reac-
tion that claimed the lives of at least
784 Americans shortly before sunset on
November ]18.
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gress from California, three newsmen
and an 18-vear-old woman fleeing the
fanaticism of an agricultural commune
at Jonestown, Guyvana, on South Ameri-
ca’s northeastern shoulder.

Dead by suicide, murder and infanti-
cide, according to a count on Novem-
ber 24, were at least 779 residents of
the junzle outpost, including almost
200 children and its founder, Jim Jones,
a minister who cluimed he was the dual
embodiment of Lenin and Christ.

Pructically wiped out in the process
was 4 Invsterious San Francisco-based
cult called Peoples Temple that bound
its followers with a blend of brother-
hood and blackmail. prophecy and
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punishment. Investigations had long
been urged by former members of the
church and some relatives of about 900
blacks and whites who followed Jones

intn tha rain forect The allagatinne in.
Mo N rain rorest, . 0e auegauens in

cluded beatings, brainwashing, forced
labor and imprisonment.

Yet the pleas sparked little govern-
ment interest until Representative Leo
Ryan, 2 53-vear-old Demaocrat, decided
to check out complaints by constitu-
ents of his district, south of San Francis-
co. Six days after the prosperous dis-
trict elected Ryvan to a fourth term, he
and 18 others flew to Jonestown on a
fact-finding mission.

The party entered the teeming
Jonestown compound 150 miles north-
west of Guyana’s capital of George-
town on November 17. The settlement
had been hacked out of a 42-square-
mile tract leased from the Guyanese
government.

“So peaceful.” “Evervthing was so
alive and so peaceful that Friday night,
at least on the surface, that it was im-
possible to know that this carefully cul-
tivated little world would soon be de-
stroved by a man gone mad,” one
visitor reculled.

Ryan's party found “a collection of
rough but clean, communal log build-
ings” and knots of suspicious settlers

thzt seattered Hve legwos when visitors
approached. A soul-music cuib pra.
vided entertainment at an outdoor pa-
vilion as Ryan interviewed residents

and commune leaders
and commune leagers,

“I hear many of you saying that this
is the bbst thing that has happened to
you,” a church statement quoted Ryan
as saying. “The reception has been
very friendly. We've all had a very
good time here.” -

The apparently cordial atrnosphere
unraveled the next day. NBC corre-
spondent Donald Harris irked Jones
with questions about weapons in the
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ing to investigators for help in getting
out. Jones became increasingly irritat-
ed. “The only thing I feel is that every
time they [settlers] go, they lie,” Jones
told reporters accompanying Ryan.

“The satanic situation [was] building
up,” recalled attorney Mark Lane. A
critic of the official versions of the John
F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King
assassinations, Lane and attornev
Charles Garry acted as go-betweens for
Jones and the congressional probe.

A Jones lieutenant attucked Ryan
with a hunting knife amid a couple’s
dispute over whether to stay or leave.
Splattered with the blood of his assuil-
ant, Ryan quickly left the compound
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with 16 defectors and headed by o

to the Port Kaituma airstrip eight mues
away. Afterward, Jones worried aloud
that the knife attack might jeopardize
a favoruble report by Ryan. “There are
things vou don’t know,” Jones told his
lawvers who had staved behind.
“Those men [Jones's lieutenants] who
left a little while ago to go into the city
are not going there. They love me and
they mayv do something that will reflect
badly on me. They're going to shoot at

33

Trouble erupted at the airstrip. A
Jones aide faking defection pulled a
pistol inside a five-seat chartered
Cessna, and wounded two passengers.

Qutside, a tractor pulled a wagon

with several men toward the other .

plane, a 19-seat twin-engine de Havil-
land DHC-8. NBC sound technician
Steve Sung saw the men wave goodbve
to the departing party and then pick
up weapoens.

“This is crazy.” “I remember think-
ing this is crazy,” wrote Washington
Post reporter Charles A. Krause, who
dived for cover behind a wheel. “It
couldn't be. I was going to die in the
middle of the jungle of Guyana, so far
away from my family and friends.”

NBC cameraman Bob Brown, 36,
filmed as shooting began.

Said NBC field producer Robe..
Flick: “There were 50, 75 shots. People
with shotguns would walk over and at
point-blank range shoot people in the
head.”

Gunmen deliberately ignored the
U.S. Embassy official and the Guyanese
government escort to deliver coup de
grice shots to Ryan and newsmen, said
Sung, who was wounded in the shoul-
der. “They never said a word. They
knew exactly who to kill.”

Five Americans were dead: Ryan,
Harris, Brown, San Francisco Examin-
er photographer Gregory Robinson
and Patricia Parks, a refugee from
Jonestown. Ten others were wounded.

The flight crew fled the airfield in
the Cessna with one wounded woman
aboard and flew to Georgetown to re-
port the incident. The others stayed.

Guyanese troops—delaved because
the tiny airstrip had no lights for night
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day, November 19, 13 hours after the
attack. But already, the tragedy in the
Jonestown compound was complete.

Told of the attack on Rvan's party,
Jones summoned his predominantly
black followers for a mass meeting at
the open-air pavilion. Armed guards
circled the gathering.

“The time has come for us to meet in
another place,” said
Jones, who had formed 2
suicide pact with each
member of the sect. The
fundamentalist preacher
hailed “the dignity of
death, the beauty of dy-
ing,” recalled Lane, who
heard the sermon as he
and Garry fled into the
jungle.

The ritual had been re-
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peaiedly TEnearsedq,
disciples sipping a sup-
posedly lethal brown lig-

uid to show loyalty and
courage, only to find the
suicidal act merely a test.

This time, the camp
doctor ladled a soft drink
spiked with potassium

cyanide and painkillers

into cups, as Jonestown

settlers dutifully lined up

near the crude altar of the

church. Parents squirted
the poison down the

throats of squirming in-
fants and children. Even

cats and dogs were poi-
soned, and the camp’s
mascot, Mr. Muggs the
chimpanzee, was shot,
Cyanide kills by paralyz-
ing the lungs.

“They started with the
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bies,” said Odell Rhodes, 36, a settier
..ho evaded death by volunteering to
go for the doctor’s stethoscope. Once
the dyving began to convulse and gasp
for air, “it just got all out of order,”
Rhodes said. “Babies were screaming.
children were screaming, and there
was mass confusion.”

Gunmen forced reluctant followers
to drink. Victims gathered in family
groups, clutched each other or held
hands, waiting for death to strike. It
came within 5 minutes,

Jones's final words, blared into the
surrounding rain forest over the pub-
lic-address svstem: “Mother, mother,
mother. . ."—believed to be a refer-
ence either to his mother, who was
buried at Jonestown, or to his wife,
who was found dead nearby. The 46-
year-old son of a white mother and a
part-Indian father apparently then
took his own life with a gun.
garbage dump where somebody had
dumped a lot of rag dolls,” an evewit-
ness said. Guyanese troops found the
bodies stacked so thick that the ground
was blanketed in some places.

Guns and money, Troops discovered
§500,000 in currency scattered around
the camp, $300,000 in gold bullion,
more than 30 automatic weapons, hun-
dreds of thousands of rounds of armunu-
nitien, envelopes with uncashed Social
Security checks and a trunk brimming
with 800 passports.

The US. flew in more than 200
troops to help identify bodies and more
than 30 U.S. cargo planes to ferry the
bodies back home. The first bodies
reached the Air Force mortuary in Do-
ver, Del,, on Thanksgiving Day.

The body count almost doubled as
U.S. troops wearing contamination

Le hagan = hodies for ship-

masks began removing bodies for ship
ment back to the U.S. in a humanitar-
ian mission with a cost of at least 3
million dollars.

Almost 80 settlert were found alive,
either near the commune, in George-
town or on boats.

Days later, authorities still were
piecing together details of the final
days of Jonestown. But to those who
had been following the peculiar cult,
the rigors of life in the socialistic en-
clave had been known for months.

Located near an old manganese
mine and authorized by the Guyvanese
government, Jonestown was the kind
of settlement the Georgetown regime
wanted. It was an outwardly law-abid-
ing, socialist cornmunity in a socialist
country, with settlers willing to civilize
a part of the 83,000-square-mile coun-
trv that few others wanted.

Settlers worked long hours with little
food in the soggy equatorial chimate,
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cultivating cassava, a South America..
staple, and other crops. One former
Jonestown settler recalled 73-hour
workweeks, marathon services six
nights a week and six-hour diatribes by
Jones over a public-address system.

The diet was meager: rice for break-
fast, rice water soup for lunch and rice
and beans for dinner. Vegetables were
served two or three times a week and
eggs once a week.

Loyalty was proven by “giving up
evervthing, even basic necessities,”
Deborah Lavton Blakey, 25, a former
Jones aide, said in an affidavit. “The
most loyal were in the worst physical
condition—dark circles under one’s
eves or extreme loss of weight were
considered signs of loyalty,”

Settlers lived in dormitories with
bunk beds, with the lone concession to
husbands and wives being blankets
hung over their beds for privacy.

“Human-service goals.” The agri-
cultural project was launched by the
Peoples Temple in earnest in 1977,
when planeloads of Californians began
leaving for Jonestown. The cult said
the commmune was established “to fur-
ther the human-service goals that have

characterized the Peoples Temple for’

many vears —goals fulfilled in San
Francisco with legal advice and medi-
cal care, drug-rehabilitation programs
and soup kitchens.

Most of the Jonestown settlers were
transplants from San Francisco, where
Jones's old-fashioned, foot-stomping
blend of religion and politics drew
5,000 people a night to a buff-colored
former synagogue. The church drew
down-and-out blacks as well as black
and white middle-class humanitarians
who gravitated to the church to live
the equality they preached during the
civil-rights struggles of the 1960s.

“When we first joined, it was beauti-
ful, interracial humanitarianism,” re-
marked a onetime member. “When
vou walked into the church, evervbody
greeted vou with hugs. I had never
experienced this kind of love before.”

The charismatic founder master-
minded the growth of his offbeat reli-
gious sect inte a powerful political
force in California. Jones's disciples
were given credit, for example, for
helping to elect George Moscone may-
or of San Francisco in 1975—assistance
that was recognized when Jones was
named chairman of the City Housing
Authority the next year,

But the church had a darker side.

hoth in California anad later in 1@1‘1@5
town. Members often signed over ev-
ervthing of value to Jones, who by
some uccounts amassed 5 million dol-
lars. Reul-estate holdings climbed to

1.5 miliion dollars—much of it tax-ex-
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People of the Weeks

Sect Leader:

Falie hitracles and
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SAN FRANCISCO

Jim Jones was a rnan
of many faces.

As a young man in In-
dianapolis, he was
known as quiet, nonag-
gressive, a preacher
whose concern for the
poor and minorities won
him a post as director of
the city’s Human Rights
Comrmmission in 1961.

When Jones went to
California in 1965, he
began to show another face. He
turned into a flamboyant leader
who built a strange religious cult
into a congregation of thousands
and became a political force, a
friend of high officials.

When Jones died at age 46 in
Guvana, he had been exposed in yet
another and quite different face—
that of a tyrant who abused hun-
dreds of fanatical followers, then led
them to mass suicide.

Jones grew up in the small town
of Lynn, Ind., where the Ku Klux
Klan was strong and blacks were not
supposed to be seen after sundown.
His father, who was partly Indian,
worked as a railroad section hand
and was a Klan member.

But Jones soon turned against rac-
ism. He attended Indiana Universi-
tv, Butler University and ‘a Bible
school, was ordained a minister of
the Disciples of Christ, and became
an advocate of civil rights for blacks.
He went to California because he
felt Indiana was too racist.

Faith healing. With about 100 fol-
lowers, he set up a biracial church
near the Northern California town
of Ukiah, There, his preaching and
his personality changed. He claimed
the power of faith healing, perform-
ing fake miracles in which he pre-
tended to draw out of human bodies
cancerous tumors that were really
chicken organs. He pretended to
raise people from the dead.

in appearance, } Yones was a short
and shghtl\ pudg,\ man with
straight black hair. He wore glasses,
often wore secondhand suits,

But somehow Jones exuded a cha-

Cultlst Jlm Jones “became
a fascist,” says his son,
Stephan, shown at left.

risma-—a quality that at-
tracted people, especial-
ly troubled persons.
Many of .the people he
attracted were white, some of them
well-to-do, with responsible jobs,
But most were black, and many
were poor. Jones ran self-help pro-
grams, promised his flock protection
against racial discrimination and the
race war that he predicted was in-
evitable in America.

Success story. As Jones’s follow-
ing grew, he moved to San Francis-
co. There, in 1971, he established a
Peoples Temple. His cult spread un-
til he claimed 20,000 followers. He
was appointed ta the San Franeisco
Housing Authority in 1976.

Jones’s political contacts included
Rosalynn Carter, wife of the Presi-
dent. On March 17, 1977, jones
wrote to Mrs. Carter urging medical
aid to Cuba and expressing “deep
appreciation for the privilege of din-
ing privately with you prior to the
election.” He got a reply in which
Mrs. Carter said, “] enjoved being
with vou during the campaign,” and
“your comments about Cuba are
helpful.”

It was not until mid-1977 that the
darker side of Jones’s nature began
to emerge with published reports of
his abuses. It was then he moved to
Guyana. Near the end, some of his
followers said, Jones appeared to be
a madman, believed he was incur-
ablhy ill and was taking drugs. Even
his son, 19-vear-old Stephun Jones,
turned against him.

After Jones died in the mass sui-
cide, the son said: "1 can almost sav 1
hate this man because he has de-
stroved everything I have stood for.
I now see him as a fascist because he
became one.”
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empt as rellg:ous property. Too,
church members said they were forced
to confess to crimes that they hadn’t
comrnitted just to give Jones ammuni-
tion if they ever betrayed the church.
Members were spanked before the
congregation. Elderly women were hu-
miliated by being forced to disrobe.
Teen-age girls were punished by being
made to parade in their underwear.
The punishments, leaders said, hard-
ened members for atomiec war or the
racial strife that Jones forecast.
Punishment and isolation were even
more rigorous at the settlement in
Guvana. Rule breakers were put in an

underground box in the sweltering.

heat for dayvs at a time.

Visits to “Bigfoot.” Misbehaving
children were sent to see “'Bigfoot,” a
peculiar punishment in which the
child was thrown into a dark well
where adults pulled the offender be-
low the surface, making sure that he
came up for a breath,

“If he doesn't screamn loud enough
how sorry he is, then he uones; will
send the child back down,” a Jones-
town defector reported.

It was just such tales that prompted
Ryan to launch his probe. The on-site
inspection of Jonestown followed State
Department investigations that consis-
tently came up empty-handed.

Said John Bushnell, deputy assistant
secretary of state for inter-American
affairs: “More than 75 temple mem-
bers talked to our consular officers
over the last year and not one con-
firmed any allegation of mistreat-
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ment.” Four trips to Jonestown this
year found nothing amiss, he said.

Ryan "knew there was danger
there,” said one of his aides, "but he
went anvhow. He feit that his job was
to inspect things personally.” Ryan was
buried near San Francisco on Novem-
ber 17.

Clement Zablocki, chairman of the
House International Relations Com-
mittee, vowed to investigate “all as-
pects™ of the tragedy as well as allega-
tions that the U.S. Embassy at
Georgetown responded inadequately
to relatives’ complaints about forced
labor at the camp. The FBI, too, was
investigating Ryan’s death under a stat-
ute making it a federal offense to kill a
member of Congress. Arrested by Guy-
anese authorities and charged with
murder for the airport attack was
Larry Lavton, 32. Six others were be-
ing held.

Continued investigations were cer-
tain, but the future of the bizarre cuit
that shocked the world was clouded.
Former church members remained
worried about retaliation, and police in
California provided protection to al-
most 200 parishioners who had broken
with Bishop Jim Jones. The settlement
at Jonestown was abandoned.

“Someone should say that Leo ].
Ryan was right,” wrote Washington
Post reporter Krause, who survived the
airport attack. “He knew something
was terribly wrong at Jonestown. He
sensed—even if he might be ridiculed
for making the trip—that he should
come and try to unmask horror.” 0
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Going home: Bodies of jungle-commune members, including leader Jim Jones, are
readied for shipment to military mortsary in Dover, Del., aboard U.S. cargo planes.

Why Cults
Turn fo

violence

Rootiess followers, strong
leaders—these are key
ingredients that can lead to

hysteria and bloodshed, says

a prominent psychiatrist.

Q Dr. Galanter, how are cult leaders
able to mesmerize people into such blind
obedience as apparently occurred In
Guyana, where hundreds committed sui-
cide at their leader’s behest?

A Cult leaders awaken certain psy-
chological needs in people which then
become a foca) point for people’s be-
havior and beliefs. Strong leaders are
sought because people in general are
basicallv dependent on others and
want to have somebody else solve
their problems of uncertainty.

A cult leader can win the confi-
dence of people by his own individual
personality and magnetism. He may
also be heiped by a supporting orgarni-
zation that joins m persuading indi-
viduals to believe in the leader.

Q A beiief that extends even ‘o vio-
lence or suicide on the orders of leaders”

A Any group of people with an ab-
solute belief in a social structure lack-
ing in the stability of normal behavior
are vulnerable to being persuaded to
do all sorts of things. Many of the
cults, because they’re new and have
not become institutionalized, are ex-
amples of this phenomenon.

Some leaders, if they happen to be
psychologically or socially changeable,
may come across with a variety of
ideas which may seem peculiar but
have no countervailing structure op-
posing them.

Q And, among these ideas, violence
is one possibility—

A Violence is a possibility.

Q How exactly is a tollower persuad-
ed to defend the faith through violence?

A In Western societv, there's not
much previous orientation in this di-
rection except in the most bizarre and
alienated of cults like the Charles
Manson group in California.

There's a gradual drawing in of an
individual into a belief system, und it's
a stronger and stronger cominitment
as time goes by. The individual comes
to translate the world more and more
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Interview With Dr. Marc Galanter, an Authority on Religious Cults

Dr. Galanter is an associate pro-
fessor of psychiatry at Albert Ein-
stein College of Medicine in New
York City. He has written several
articles on religious cufts and will
head a special session of the
American Psychiatric Association
on cults early in 1979.
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in terms of the ideas presented by the
cult, until eventually he may be to a
great extent entirely vulnerable to
seeing the world in terms of what the
cult offers him.

At that time, the cult may get him to
do rather peculiar things. But there’s a
spectrum of behavior involved here,
and it’s very uncommon for people to
be so totally drawn into a cult that
their traditional attitudes toward vio-
lence would be profoundly altered.

Q So how do you explain what hap-
pened in Guyana?

A In Guyana, it’s evident that
many members of that cult were di-
voreed from the normal values
arcund them-——divorced both nh\,m-

cally, because of their 1so]atmn and
psvchologically. The influences on
their behavior and their plans may
have come almost exclusively from
the word of the leadership.

Because of that, in a erisis situation
they were much more vulnerable to
group hysterical reaction. And once
that begins to sweep through a group,
behuviors that are entirely unpredict-

G T
able and unexpected may arise. So it

isn't terribly surprising ‘that such a
group fell upon a bizarre and tragic
solution to an overwhelming disrup-
tion in their perspective on what the
world around them was about.

Q What are the personality traits peo-
ple find magnetic in cult leaders?

A They can be very variable. They
have to fit in with the social context
and with the belief svstem presented.

For exumple, someone who speaks
ailegorically and who mvstifies his lis-
teners would be an appropriate leader

for a religious sect. Semeone who pre-
sents a highly intellectualized frame-

work for a social svstem might be’

more suitable for a political group.

The individuals who gravitate to-
ward either leader are often verv dif-
ferent. It depends a lot on what the
individual’s interests are.

Q1 Which types ot pecple are easily
susceptible to following cuit leaders?

A People who are in social and/or
psychological transition often are sus-
ceptible to a leader who presents
strong beliefs. These people often are
uncertain and unhappy about their so-
cial background and where they see
themselves heading, or they can have
personal and psvchological instability.

Q Are most {ollowers rootless?

A In the United States today, cult
leaders have the most appeal among
people wha are socially mobile and dis-
affiliated from their family and eco-
nomic background. At present, there
are areas of the country—such as the
urban centers and parts of Northern
California—where there are a lot of
people with less-stable ties to family
and social backgrounds, In those areas,
the cults are probably more active.

Q At a2 time when social unrest has
guieted down somewhat, why do the
cuits continue to have so much appeal?

A | think the number of people
joining these groups now is less than it
was a few years ago. They appear to
have had their biggest impetus to-

- ward the end of the counterculture

generation that was probably created
by a confluence of drugs and anti-

\’n:-t“n am feeling.
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Both those issues have leveled off.
The cults now are picking up on the

remainder of people who feel their

interests have been overlooked.

Q 15 there a pattern 1o the way cults
can ¢hange a person's beliefs?

A Most successful cults and cult
leaders have stumbled into what is a

Charles Manson, a convlcled murderer,
was head of a2 "bizarre, alienated cult.”

homemade science of how to influ-
ence people. Thev each develop their
own formats and then go about im:
plementing them in the way that

works best.

They develop—often without real-
izing it—highly sophisticated tech-
nigues, probably more sophisticated
than the ones developed for brain-
washing in wartime. That’s because
the cults are in close contact with hu-
man nature and human needs imme-
diately around them.

Many of their methods are strictly
individualized, but there are some
traits in common. Robert Lifton, who
wrote Thought Reform and the Psy-
chology of Totalism. outlined some of
them. Among them is a definition of
what information is exchanged with
the individval in the cuit, and be-
tween individuals and persons outside
the cult. This control over the import
and meaning of information acquired
is very important.

Cults also capitalize on the knowl-
edge that a person wants social accep-
tance by his peers in the group, and so
he becomes more and more cager to
do what is expected of him. These ties
of social bonding between peers ap-
pear to be very potent in influencing
the way one perceives the experience
around him.

It should be noted, however, that
our contemporary religions and many
very constructive undertakings have
begun in the context of a cultlike
setting. ' Often, undertakings against
great odds are not considered by per-
Gnr‘ +‘~unm=nr\ ar in
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sons unless they
such a psychological context.

Q Can cuit members be talked out of
their beliefs? ‘

A By and large, a stable cult mem-
ber is not talked out of his beliefs—not
by conversation or by coercion.

It appears that, in' many situations,
the more you have to fight against
opposition to vour beliefs, the more
you come to espouse them. There are
amp;e illustrations of this ¢ Uuuuguuul
history.

Q Is this spell a iong-lasting one?

A I began looking ints the cults
about a half-dozen vears ago and met
with people in one sect who I thought
would eventually change their point
of view and join the mainstream again
in a yvear or two. They haven't done
this. and they appear to be no less
committed now, S0 my experience
has been that, given a stable social
organization, people may remain in
religious cults indefinitely. ]

Copynght £ 1978, U.S News & World Report, inc.
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nightmare, Americans are
probing more deeply into the
growth of sects—and the
possible consequences.

The bloodbath in Guvana that
snuffed out many hundreds of lives has
rekindled bitter controversy over the
role of cults in America.

Leading clergyvmen describe the vast
majority of new religious sects in this
country as peaceful and law-abiding.
But many of these same theoclogians
are alarmed about possible conse-
quences of the violence on November
18 that consumed the Peoples Tem-
ple—a sect, centered in San Francisco,
that set up a farming community in
Guyana in 1974.

The contcern among religious leaders
and law-enforcement officials is that
such violence might spread.

The questions they are asking: How
could such a bizarre tragedy have hap-
pened in the first place? What has im-
pelled thousands of Americans to join
newer sects, rejecting older, larger reli-
gious bodies? Are anyv other religious
sects similarly prepared to kill and die
for their causes?

A search for roots. Martin Marty,
professor of religious history at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, attributes the
growth of cults to the frustrations of
rootless people. He is convinced that
the seemingly endless choices afforded
in modern life frustrate or overwhelm
many individuals. He says: “They
short-circuit and try to hook their lives
to any guiding spirit.”

Psychiatrist Marc Galanter, a special-
st in research on cults, savs in the in-
terview starting on page 28 that many
people join such groups in a search for
strong. charismatic leaders. He notes
that “cults now are picking up on the
remainder of people who fee! their in-
terests have been overlooked.”

Sociologists who have studied cults
find that many converts are voung peo-
ple. often without strong family ties.
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who are unsuccessful in dealing with
life’s problems and are seeking instant
solutions supplied by others.

An immediate result of the Guyana
tragedy was a revival of the controver-
sv over a variety of practices attribut-
ed—rightly or wrongly—to some of the
newer religious groups.

Even though the Peoples Temple
had no apparent close ties to other or-
ganizations, the deaths inflamed suspi-
cions nurtured during vears of struggle
between leaders of new religious
movements and family members try-
ing to get relatives out of the groups.
Some of the organizations caught up in
this tug of war have memberships esti-
mated at 5,000 to 20,000

Offshoots and smaller sects bring to
about 1,300 the number of newer reli-
gious groups that have attracted mostly
vouthfu] followings in the aftermath of
the 19605 counterculture, according to
an authoritative estimate.

Groups of parents who have abduct-
ed thousands of young people from
such sects are calling the Guyvana

nightmare an extreme result c¢f the
brainwashing they say is practiced by
several—but not all—cults.

Dr. William J. Winter, a Florida
neuropathologist whose daughter was
once involved with a large sect, savs
conversions are most successful when
young people are highly disturbed
over crises, such as loss of a lover or
failure in college.

Welcoming committees. At seclud-
ed weekend recruiting sessions, he
says, the most vulnerable candidates
are separated from doubters. They are
hugged and showered with expressions
of love by members. who often have
not even mentioned the name of their
sect.

Dr. Winter savs that by the time
preaching begins, the minds of the pro-
spective members “have been so fo-
cused on the intense feelings of
warmth and pleasure provided by cult
members that they experience strong
pangs of guilt and betrayal unless they
believe and obey.”

Expressing outrage at the deaths in
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Guvana, some parents are de-
manding that government
out:aw “kidnapping by mental
coercion,” revoke tax exemp-
tions of groups whose leaders
appear to be profiting from
the sects, and restrict the or-
ganizations” soliciting.

Molly Koch, founder of a
Baltimore anticult group
called the Personal Freedom
Foundation, says: "Now may-
be people in government will
wake up to the horrors that
are going on in those cults.”

While cautioning against
any violation of religious free-
doms, Representative G. Wil-
liarm Whitehurst (R-Va.) called
for a congressional investiga-
tion of controversial religious
groups. Previous requests for
federal probes have been re-
jected by the Justice Depart-
ment on the ground that such
action would violate constitu-
tional provisions for separa-
tion of church and state. But,
savs Whitehurst, “in view of
Congressman Rvan's death, I
expect Congress will give us
nearly unanimous support.”

Leaders of fledgling reli-
gious movements, with back-
ing from sympathetic authori-

report of repeatedly
breaking federal laws in
attempts to found a
worldwide government
centered on the church.
After an 18-month in-
vestigation, the subcom-
mittee concluded that
the church has used its

SURINAM

Scale of miles

ties, deny the charges of

100 200

brainwashing and warn of a

witch hunt that could trample individ-
val rights. Bracing for a fresh wave of
abductions and deprogramings—the
use of trained inquisitors to reverse
members’ allegiance to their groups—
sect leaders promise to continue resist-
ing through public protests and legal
complaints.

Disavowals of violence. Leaders of
controversial religious groups point out
that violence of the kind that occurred
in Guyana is almost unknown among
most sects. Nearly all instances of al-
leged violence linked by police to cults
in the U.S. involve tiny local organiza-
tions, such as a polvgamist group of
excommunicated Mormons called the
Church of the Lamb of God. Authori-
ties in Utah and other Western states
have been trying to find the head of
that sect for questioning about the
murders or disappearances of several
religious dissenters.

Another excommunicated Mormon,
Immanuel David, who claitned he was
God, was head of a small Utah eult that
wus apparently broken up by the sui-
cide of David and the deaths of seven
mernbers of his family whoe jumped or
were pushed from a hotel balcony in
August,

In 1977,
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a small sect known as the

Hanafi Muslims seized several build-
ings in Washington, B.C,, in an inci-
dent that resulted in one death and
three injuries.

Other religious bodies, although not
involved in violence, are nevertheless
caught up in the controversy, which
started years ago.

In a series of trials and grand-jury
investigations, some believers and
their parents have been charged with
such offenses as kidnapping and as-
sault. Others have been accused of the
theft of federal documents.

One group that has been involved in
many legal battles—the result, it says,
of government persecution—is the
Church of Scientology. Next month, 11
officials of that organization are sched-
uled to be tried on charges of conspir-
acy to burglarize government offices,
steal documents and plant spies and
bugging devices in federal agencies.

The indictments grew out of a long
battle over the Interna! Revenue Ser-
vice's largely unsuccessful attempts to
eliminate Scientology's tax exemptions
on the ground that it fails to qualify as a
nonprofit church.

On November 1, Korean preacher
Sun Myung Moon's Unification Church
was accused in a House subcommittee

thousands of members
and millions of dollars in various Moon-
related businesses and political activi-
ties in this country and elsewhere.

These activities, the subcommittee
said, violate immigration statutes, fi-
nancial laws and tax codes desigued to
restrict the business and political ac-
tvities of churches that receive federal
tax exemptions.

Officials of the Unification Church
claim they are being hounded by fed-
eral officials.

Words of caution. Traditional reli-
gious leaders, whose own organizations
are coming under closer scrutiny from
the Internal Revenue Service, have
warned against allowing government
to intrude too far into religious affairs.
Many churches are upset over new
rules requiring some of their tax-ex-
empt auxiliaries to file financial state-
ments with the IRS. In addition, a sub-
stantial number of Catholics and
Protestants have protested what they
regard as government interference in
the running of church-related schools.
Even anticultist Molly Koch concedes
that “we can get into all kinds of trou-
ble if the government starts defining
what is a valid church.”

Instead, many express hopes that the
shock of the Guyana bloodbath will
lead to a more temperate attitude
among cults and their antagonists.

Savs Eugenia Mandelkorn, a Virginia
Beach, Va., anticult organizer: “Which-
ever way it goes, we're going to look
back vears from now and say this trage-
dy was the turning point.” -
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are in Jonestown

A religious colony in Guyana turns into a cult of death

‘i (’ é%ﬂ he large central building was
-y i ringed by bright colors. It
E looked like a parking lot
filled with cars. When the
plane dipped lower, the cars turned out
to be bodies. Scores and scores of bodies
-"undreds of bodies—wearing red dress-
es. blue T shirts. green blouses, pink
sizcks. children’s polka-dotted jumpers.
i Ceuples with their arms around each oth-
| er. children holding parents. Nothing
moved. Washing hung on the clotheslines.
Tke fields were freshly plowed. Banana
trees and grape vines were flourishing. But
noihing moved.”
So reported TIME Correspondent
Denald WNef. one of the first newsmen to

1
|
|

|
|
|
1
1

fly in last week to the hithertc obscure
hamler of Jonestown in the jungles of
Guyana, on the northern coast of South
Amenca. The scene below him was one
of almost unimaginable carnage. In an ap-
palling demonstration of the way in which
a crarismatic Jeader can bend the minds
of his followers with a devilish blend of
professed altruism and psychological tyr-
anny. some %00 members of the Califor-
nia-based Peoples Temple died in a self-
imposed rnitual of mass suicide and
murder.

Not since hundreds of Japanese ci-
vilians leaped to their deaths off the cliffs
of Saipan as American forces approached
the Pacific island in World War II had
there been a comparable act of collective
self-destruction. The followers of the Rev.
Jim Jones. 47, a once respected Indiana-

" Jones being interviewed on the day of the
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born humanitarian who degenerated into
egomania and paranoia, had first am-
bushed a party of visiting Americans, kill-
ing California Congressman Leo Ryan,
53, three newsmen and one defector from
their heavily guarded colony at Jones-
town. Then, exhorted by their leader, in-
timidated by armed guards and lulled
with sedatives and painkillers, parents
and nurses used syringes to squirt a con-
coction of potassium cyanide and potas-
sium chloride onto the tongues of babies.
The adults and older children picked up
paper cups and sipped the same deadly
potson sweetened by purple Kool-Aid.

All week long, a horrified world mar-

u

Ryan {top} just after knife attack; the disabled
plane with the bodies of Ryan and his party;

massacre; the suicide scene in Jonestown
(facing page}

the bodies swelled and rotted in the trop-
ical sun, two U.S. military cargo planes
flew in to bring back the remains 1o griev-
ing relatives. At the same time. helicop-
ters whirred over the jungles 10 search for
survivors who were thought to be hiding
from the cult. There were reports that the
colony had been terrorized by Jones, who
was rumored to be dying of cancer. Po-
lice found huge caches of iliegal arms,
ranging from automatic rifles to cross-
bows, bul hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars had disappeared from the colony’s
-l

Photograph tor TIME by David Hurne Kennerly
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' at week's end did officials
there were virtually no sur-
, vivers in the forest, and that the death
- toll was not 409, as first announced, but
- about 900.
Psychiatrists and other experts on
group psvchology and mind-control tech-
niques offered rational explanations of
" how humans can be conditioned to com-
mit such irrational acts {see box). Yet the
stories 1old by those who survived were

- both {earsomely fascinating and ultimate-
Iy inexplicable. How could such i1dealistic.
if naive. people set out 10 build an idyllic
haven from modern society’s many pres-
sures and wrn it inte a hellish colony of

- death? This is how the Jonestown dream
turned into a nightmare:

n the spring of 1977. Ryan. a liberal

but maverick Democra?. spoke with a
4 longtime friend. Associated Press Pho-

tographer Robert Houston. Houston.
who was 1ll. told Ryan that Houston's son
Bob. 33, had been found dead in the San
Francisco railroad yards. where he
worked. just one day afier he had quit
the Peoples Temple. Though authorities
said his son died as the result of an ac-
cidental fall. Houston claimed the cult
had long threatened defectors with death.

A loner who liked doing his own in-
vestigating of constituents’ concerns.
Ryan began inquiring about Jim Jones
and his followers. who had just started
clearing some 900 acres in the rain for-
ests of Guyvana. Other unhappy relatives
of temple members. as well as a few peo-
pie whe had fearfully left the cult. told

b e

the Congressman that beatings and black-
mail, rather than brotherly love, impelied
the cultists 10 work on the new colony. Ar-
ticles in New Wesr magazine and the San
Francisco Examiner in August 1977 fur-
ther documented the temple’s increasing
use of violence to enforce conformity to
its rigid rules of conduct. Members were
routinely scolded by Jones before the as-
sembied community and then whipped or
beaten with paddies for such infractions
as smoking or failing to pay attention dur-
ing a Jones “‘sermon.” A woman accused
of having a romance with a male cult
member was forced to have intercourse

Jonestown family huddled in death

HOLSNUOM ANYH S

with a man she disliked, while the entire
colony watched. One means of indoctri-
nating children: electrodes were attached
to their arms and legs, and they were told
to smile at the mention of their Jeader’s
name. Everyone was ordered to call Jones
“Father.”

Ryan repeatedly asked ihe State De-
partment to check into reporis 2bout the
mistreatment of Americans in Jonesicwn. !
The US. embassy in Georgetown sent |
staff members to the colony, some 140
miles northwest of the capital. They re-
ported they had separately interviewed at
least 75 of the cultists. Not one, the em-
bassy reported, said he wanted to leave.

That did not satisfy Ryan, who de-
cided to find out what was happening in
Jonestown by going there. Ryan wrote
Jones that some of his constituents had
“expressed anxiety” about their relatives
in the colony. Back came a testy letter,
not from Jones but from controversial At-
torney Mark Lane, who has built a ca-

1 y AAneniTasioe o
reer on his theories of conspiracies be-

hind the assassinations of John Kennedy
and Martin Luther King Jr. Lane
charged that members of the Peoples
Tempie had to flee the U.S. because of “'re-
lipious persecution™ by the Government
and implied that Rvan was engaged in a
“witch hunt.” If this continued, he said.
the 1emple might move to either of two
countries that do not have “friendlv re-
lations™ with the U.S. (presumably Rus-
sia and Cuba}, and this would prove "most
embarrassing” for the U.S, Lane asked
that the trip be postponed until he was
free to accompany Ryan. Ryan refused.

18

TIME. DECEMBER 4. 1978



" mlandsAd lanAly Tamas stmnd
Flauued JUUU Y. JUNLD SLLAAL
up &nd led the clapping.

Privately. Ryan ex-

. He found some of the peo-

town. Al the head 1able.

und shot

Lane then found the time to go along.
Ryan took along eight newsmen as
well as several relatives of temple mem-
bers. who hoped to persuade their kin 10
leave the colony. The visitors arrived in
a chartered aircraft. an 18-seat De
Havifland Otter, at an airsirip in Port
Kaituma. six miles from Jonestown. They
rode 10 the coleny along a muddy and
barely passable road through the jungle
in a tractor-drawn flat-bed trailer. At
Jonestown all were greeted warmly by a
smiling Jones.

he members of the Peoples Tem-
ple put on a marvelous perfor-
mance for their visitors. Reporters
were led past the central, gpen-
air pavilion. used as both a2 school and an
asszmbly hail. The visitors
saw the newlv completed
sawmill, the 10.000-volume
Library. the neat nursery,
where mosquilo netting

proiecied babies sleeping
peacefully on pallets. The
coiony hospital had deliv-
ered 33 babies without a sin-
gle death. the tour guides
said.

The highlight of the vis-
it was an evening of enter-
tainment it the pavilion. As
a lively band beat out a va-
rietv of tunes. from rock to
disco to jazz. the colonists
burst into song. including a
rousing chorus of America
the Beautifil. Even the
skeptica] Ryan was im-
pressed. He rose to 1ell his
assembled hosts: “From
what I've seen. there are a
lot of peaple here who think
this is the best thing that has
happened in their whole
lives.” The audience ap-

pressed a few reservations.

pi¢ he inteniewed unnatu-
rally animated. Yetl no one
kad expressed any dissatis-
faction with life at Jones-
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Buities of the fatal cyanide ona ta

Jones told newsmen, “People here are
happy for the first time in their lives.”

Nexl day, however, NBC Correspon-
dent Don Harris asked Jones about re-
ports that his colony was heavily armed.
Jones, who had been swallowing lots of
pills, blew up. “A bold-faced lie!” he cried.
“It seems like we are defeated by lies. I'm
defeated. I might as well die!”

The colony's facade was crumbling.
One Jonestown resident had nervously
pushed a note into Harris' hand. “Four
of us want to leave,” it said. Ryan was get-
ting other furtive pleas from cultists ask-
ing to go back to the U.S. with him. Jones
was asked about the defectors. “Anyone
is free to come and go,” he said magnan-

imously. “I want to hug them before they
leave.” But then Jones turned bitter,
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“They will try to destroy us,” he predict-
ed. “They always lie when they leave.”

As divided families argued over
whether to stay or go. Jones saw part of
his congregation slipping away. Al Simon,
father of three, wanted to take his chil-
dren back to America. “No! No! No!”
screamed his wife. Someone whispered to
her: “Don’t worry, we're going 1o take care
of everything.” Indeed, as reporters
learned later from survivors. Jones had a
plan to plant one or more fake defectors
among the departing group.in v Js-*e ot
tack them. He told some of his people
that the Congressman's plane “will fall
out of the sky.”

The first violence occurred as Rvan
conferred with Jones about tal.ug those
who wished to leave with him. Lane and
Jones' longtlime atiorney,
Charles Garry, sat in on the
negotiations in a room in-
side the pavilion. Suddenly
a cultist later identified as
Don Sly ran up to Ryan
from behind, grabbed him
around his throat with one
arm and brandished a knife
with the other. “I'm going to
kill you!” Sly shouted. Lane
and Garry wrestled the
knife away from Sly, acci-
dentally cutting the assail-
ant. The blood spattered
Ryan’s clothes. Jones
watched impassively. He
made no move 1o interfere.

Outwardly, Ryan ap-
peared calm and seemed to
shrug off the auack. The
visiting newsmen and rela-
tives were alarmed. The col-
onists who wanted 1o flee
were frightened. But the
plans for departure pro-
ceeded. The pariy again
headed down the rutty road
1o Port Kaituma. where the
two aircraft awaited them.
Lane and Garry stayed be-
hind at Jonestown. knowing
that the aircraft would be
overcrowded. They expect-
ed to be picked up th
day
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'At the crude landing
strip. the party split up as
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Ltk \erd
. Cultist Layton under arrest

. its leaders tried 1o decide how to get ev-
i ervene in the Otter and a smaller five-pas-
 senger Cessna brought in 10 help take the
defectors out. A shim youth boarded the
Cessna. “Watch him.” one of the defec-
tors warned Ryvan. The Congressman. the
newsmen and most of the fleeing cultists
prepared 1o get into the larger craft. Then
a 1ractor pulling a long traiier approached
the field. The three men standing in the
trailer did not appear to be armed, but

the departing cultists were terrified,
The tractor crossed the airstrip. The

meqn i it cndrhanlu meokad
men I Il sUQQemyY pPIiCcKed Up

began firing at the people near the Ot-

er. Before he could seek cover. Ron Jav-

ers of the San Francisco Chronicle was
. hit in the left shoulder. He crawled be-
hind a plane wheel. NBC Cameraman
Bob Brown stayed on his feet. filming
the approaching riflemen. “He was in-
crecdibly tenacious.” Javers reported.
“Then I saw him go down. And I saw
one of the attackers stick a shotgun right
inte his face—inches away. if that. Bob's
brain was blown out of his head. It splat-
tered on the NBC minicam. I'l] never
. forget that sight as iong as I live. I
. ran. and then I dived head first into
. the bush and scrambled as far into
i the swampas I could.”
| Inside the Cessna. the young man,
¢ later identified as Larry Layton. 32.
{ prored that he should have been
"~ watched. He opened fire with a pistol.
wounding a woman. Vernie Gosney,

whpo was ceated }-\pcudp the n|ln! T avy-
LSIGE 1T a¥

ion ran from the plane. Afler the as-
sailants withdrew. the Otier was found
“to be 0o damaged 1o fly. Its crew
" rushed over 10 the Cessna and man-
aged 10 take off for Georgelown with
five survivars.
' When the shooting was over, i
. Ryan. Harris and Brown Jay dead on
the runwayv. Killed. to0. were Greg
Roebinson. 27, a photographer for the
Examiner, and Patricia Park. one of
the cultists who had hoped to find free- |
dom in the U'S At least ten others
were wounded.

The survivors spent a night of ter-
ror in a small bar near the Port Kai-
tuma atrsinip. They feared that the
Jonestown gunmen would return o

nuny N nAd
guns ana

Ryan s body amvmg n San Francisco

night. the defectors from Jones’ colony
told how far their community had fallen
from their utopian ideal. They lived in

-fear. one reported, because “Jim Jones

said the Guyanese government gave him
authority to shoot anybody who tried to
leave.”

he fugitives recalled the “white
night” exercises in which loud-
speakers would sumrnon all Jones-
town residents from their sleep.
They would convene in the central pa-

ils SC UM

vilion. and Jones would hu;uuauy them
aboul “the beauty of dying.” All would
line up and be given a drink described as
poison. They would take it, expecting to
die. Then Jones would tell them the lig-
uid was not poisonous they had passed
his “loyalty test.” But if ever the colony !
were threatened from without. he told
them. “revolutionary suicide” would be

real and it would dramatize their dedi- .

cation to their unique calling.
The survivors of the landing strip
massacre had no way of knowing that the |
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«esnra (WO young men whom I knew very well

Jones® lawyers Garry and Lane in Georgetown last week

-1 for nearly two days. But one survivor.

GONDON—GAMMALIAISON
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Grleved relatrve at temple s gate -

ultimate white night-—a ghastly and ir-
revocable test of lovajiy—had already
taken place back in the Jonestown com-
mune. Equally unaware of the murders
at the airfield. Lawyers Lane and Garry |
witnessed the ominous signs of the im-
pending disaster. Recalled Garry: “When
14 of his people decided to go out with
Ryan. Jim Jones went mad. He thought
it was a repudiation of his work. I tried
to tell him that 14 out of 1.200 was damn
good. But Jones was desolate.™

Aftcr the Ryan party 1*"* for the air-
5iT1 ly the two J.nw_ycu: 00K & walk, com-
paring impressions of the visit. When they
returned to the center of the village. they
found all its residents assembled in the
meeting hall. “You and Mark better not
attend because tension is Tunning prety
! high against you,” Jones told Garry. He
and Lane retreated to a guest house sev-
eral hundred feei from the pavilion.

The attorneys became frightened
when they saw eight men run toward a
nearpy building and take out rifies and
boxes of ammunition. Said Garry: “Then

came to us with rifles at the semi-
ready. They were smiling. very happy.
‘We're going to die for the battle
against fascism and racism.’ they said.
‘We're going to die in revolutionary
suicide—with dignity and honor’
They were both black. maybe 19 or
20. T got the impression that perhaps
they were sent down to get rid of us.™
But the quick-witled Lane had a
~ suggestion. Said he: “Charles and [ will
wrile the history of what you guys be-
lieved in.” The gunmen paused. Then
' one said. “Fine.” The ready-to-die
cultists hugged both lawvers. Lane had
~another apt thought. *1s there any way
K out?” he asked. The armed men point-
~ ed into the bush and said the road to
Port Kaituma lay in that direction. The
attorneyvs plunged into the jungle. As !
they fled. they heard Jones shouung:
“Mother. mother. mother”™ They '
heard shots and screams. then nothing.
The outer world would not get an
accurate report of what had happened

Stanley Clayton, 25, reporied that
there mav have been more coercion
and fear than loyal devotion when the

finish therr deadly iask. Drinking
coffee laced with rum through the long

“"Charles and I'will write the history.”

final test came. Claylon was cooking
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biack-eved peas in the colony's kitche
-when the call 1o assemble was sounded.
He recalled: " A security guard came into
the kitchen, pointed a pistol at everybody
and told us all to go to the pavilion.” Jones
had already ordered that preparations for
mass suicide be staried. But one woman,
Chnstine Miller, was protesting. Contin-
ued Clayton: "She was telling Jones she
had a right 1o do what she wanted with
- her own life. Guards with guns and bows
and arrows pressed in on her, and Jones
tried 1o make her understand that she had
todoit.,”

Then a truck drove up to the pavil-
ion. Said Clayton: “The people in the
truck rushed up to Jones, He announced
that Congressman Ryan was dead and we
bad to do whai we had 1o do. He told the
nurses to hurry with the potion. He 1old
them to take care of the babies. He said
any survivors would be castrated and tor-
wred by the Guyanese army.

“The nurses slaried taking the babies
from the mothers. Jones kept saying,
"Hurry. hurry!” But the people were not re-
sponding. The guards then moved in and
staried pulling people, trying to get them
10 take the potion.” Clayton had seen
encugh. "It was dark by now. I went
arnund 10 each of the guards embraced
them and 1old them, ‘I'll see you later.” I
skipped out into the bushes. All the time
1 kept saying 10 myself, 'l can’t beheve
this. Jim Jones is mad’ "

Another  surs VJVUI, Odell nm.‘rués,
agreed thai the armed guards helped per-
suzde the culiists to kill themselves. But
mzny. Rhodes reported, had taken their
Ihes willingly. When Christine Miller
chzllenged Jones' claim that “we've all
goi to kill ourselves,” Rhodes said, “the
crowd shouted her down.” Many moth-
ers. he added, voluntarily gave the cya-
nide 10 their children, then swallowed the
pcison themselves. Seated on the high
wizker chair that served as his throne,
Jones kept urging the crowd on, holding
out the vision that all would “meet in an-
other place.” The scene quickly turned
chaotic. Said Rhodes: “Babies were
screaming. children were screaming, and
there was mass confusion.”

, evertheless. the lethal drinking
continued. Cultists filled their cups
from a metal vat on a table at the
center of the pavilion, then wan-
dered off to die. ofien in family groups,
their arms wrapped around one another.
The tranguitizers in the liquid concocted
by the temple’s doctor, Larry Schacht, 30,
may have dulled their senses, it took abowt

fve minutes for them tadia.
myve mupules ior them e Qe

No known survivor had witnessed the
entire ritual of death, so just how Jones
cred remained uncenain. He was found
at the foot of his pavilion chair with a bul-
lei wound in his head, an apparent sui-
cide. A pistol lay near by. An autopsy
disclosed that Jones had not consumed
the poison and had not been dying of can-
cer. as he had often 10ld his followers.

TiME Correspondent Neff arrived on
the scene in the same Cessna that had
flown away from the gunfire at Port Kai-
tuma. He reported:

“The first of the bodies was a man by
himself, face down, his features bloated,
his torso pufied into balloon shape. Then
more bodies, lying in a yard. Grotesque
in their swollenness but looking relaxed
as though comforied in their family to-
getherness. Nearly all of them were on
their faces, eerie figures of shumber.

“T turned a corner, and the whole
mass of bodies came into view. The smell
was overpowering, the sight unworldly.
There were no marks of violence, no
blood. Only a few bodies showed the grue-
some signs of cyanide rictus. Outside there

WEIt uu (5] dwd UUED, puxwuod m'ﬂru I-hb
road in a large cage was ‘Mr, Muggs,” the
commune’s pet gorilla. He had been shot.
In a tree-shaded area was Jones" home. a
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Close to 900 passports

By Friday, the discrepancy disappeared.
B ay, the discrepanc) g

three-room bungalow. Bodies were scat-
tered through all three rooms, some on
beds. others on the floor. The quiet was
broken only by the meowing of a cat be-
yond ihe porch.”

Skip Roberts, the Guyanese assistant
commissioner of crime, told Neff that the
first troopers arriving in Jonestown had
found Jones™ house ransacked and a large
safe standing both open and empty. Two
of the victims in the house had been shot:
one of Jones' bodyguards and Jones’ mis-
tress. Annie Moore. Most of the eight men
suspecied of having taken part in the air-
port ambush also Iay dead of poisoning
in the house,

The first searchers reported finding
$500.000 in cash. many US. Treasury
checks, an unspecified quantity of gold
—and about 870 U.S. passports. The fact
that Jones was rumored 1o keep some §3
miiiion in cash ai his comrmune raised a
mystery as to whether large amounts of
money were missing. The passports far
exceeded the number of bodies first re-

r d to have been found in Jonestown,
p. .oting belief that hundreds more of
the cultists had fied into the jungle.

Not until week's end did Guyanese
authorities report that they had miscount-
ed the bodies. Instead of 409, as first relat-
ed, the count was about 900. U S. embassy
officials confirmed ihe discrepancy, at-
tributing it at first to the finding of many
children’s bodies underneath the piles of
others. The State Department later ex-
plained more plawsibly that additional
bodies had been found in outiying build-
ings—but failed to explain why those
buildings had not been searched earlier,

s the U.S. sent large Air Force cargo
planes to return the mounting
uu.ulwrg c': lé‘l-l‘n‘nﬁdﬂ w'“ ,h
H the East Coast {at a cost of some
$3 million), the FBI moved into the case on
the basis of a 1971 law making the assas-
sination of a Congressman a federal
crime. The FBI was also probing persistent
reports by surviving members of the cult
that Jones had decreed that if his commu-
nity was destroyed, a “hit team™ of other
members would be -dispatched to hunt
down and kill any defectors who had
turned against the cult, as well as any pub-
lic officiais considered guilty of harassing
his group.,
In San Francisco, outside Jones' re-
maining temple, a crowd gathered despite
a chilly rain. Some were anguished—and

mmmmy  walntivas Af thaca wha Aiad in
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Jonestown. Inside the temple. Guy

Young, 43, said be nad “one son and a son-
in-law that 1 know are alive.” Then he
sobbed, and another member explained:
“His wife, four daughters, son and two
grandchiidren have been reported dead.”
Young recovered and added: “I don't re-
gret one moment they were there. That
was the most happy and most rewarding
days of their lives.”

Inevitably, bitterness erupted over
whether the tragedy at Jonestown could
have been prevented. Members of Con-
gressman Ryan’s saddened staff claimed
that the US. embassy in Georgetown
should have known of the cult’s potential

£m la mA snemad 'ht-n Qhrt-nunnn
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relatives of the victims charged that both
the State Department and FBI should have
long ago heeded their warnings about
Jonestown. Yet both agencies had a valid
point in claiming that there are important
legal restrictions against the Govern-
ment's prying into the private affzirs of
Americans living abroad, as well as con-
stitutional protection of groups claiming
to be religious.

The bickering. the probes, and the
fear of hit men stalking their prey will
not soon end. Yet the blame for the trag-
edy at Jonestown must rest primarily on
Jim Jones. Even his 19-year-old son Ste-
phan admitted, “I can almost say I hate
this man.” His father, Siephan said,
“claimed he was afraid of nothing, which
1 know was bull. My father was a very
frightened man.” ]
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he Jonestown story. like some Joseph Conrad drama of fa-

naticism and moral emptiness, has gone directly into pop-
ular myth It will be remembered as an emblematic, identifyving
moment of the decade: a demented American psychopomp in a
tropical cult house. doling out cyanide with Kool-Aid. Jones-
town is the Altamont of the ‘70s cult movement. Just as Al-
tamont began the destruction of the sweet, vacuous aspirations
of Woodstock. Jonestown has decisively contaminated the var-
ious vagabond zealotries that have grown up. fourished and
sometimes turned sinister,

All new religious enterprises. of course, are liable to be
damned and dismissed as “cults.” The term is pejorative: cult
suggests a band of fierce believers who have surrendered them-
selves o obscure doctrine and a dangerous prophet. Yet some re-
ligions thai are institutions now, more permanent and stable
than most governments, began as cults.

Although Jonestown has prompted a widespread revulsion
against cults. both fairness and

The Lure of Doomsaay

are in the world; for our king alone is the rightful ruler.” They,
too, had to be forcibly suppressed. Cultists, of course, are some-

H 1~ty na i ha h tirnl Alhimancs
times the victims of persecution. The heretical Albigensians, or

Cathari, were broken by church crusade and massacre in the
13th century.

The U.S. also has had its bloody moments. Marmons were
slaughtered in Illinois and persecuted elsewhere, Bul 1t was some
60 Mormons disguised as Indians who, in September 1857, com-
mitted the Mountain Meadows Massacre. With the help of 360
Indians, the Mormons killed more than 120 men, women and
children in the Fancher party that was passing through Utah
on the way to California. It was, says Historian William Wise,
“the logical and culminating act of a society whose leaders be-
lieved themselves superior to the rest of mankind and who main-
tained that their own ecclesiastical laws took precedence over
the laws of their country.”

The tendency to join cults seems to come roughly in $0-

cowen Year cycles in the US. A wave

the First Amendment suggest
that one standard of judgment
¢an still be applied; "By their
fruits ye shall know them.” Vi-
stonaries. even when they op-
erate from a cult, can bring di-
mensions of aspiration and
. change 1o religion, which oth-
" erwise might be merely a moral
policeman. But the historical
» record of cults is ominous and
. often lurid. Jonestown. for all
its gruesome power to shock.
has i1s religious (or quasi-
religious| precedents.
Jonestown has even been
rivaled as a mass suicide. The

broke in the mid-19th century,
then again after Worid War I,
and now in the '70s. For sev-
eral thousand years, the rule
has been that cults flourish in
times of great social change.
The success of cults today is
based partly upon an edifice of
unhappy sociological clichés:
the breakdown of the family
and other forms of authority,
the rootlessness and moral
flabbiness of life.

At their worst, the culis

acquire a psychosis of millen-
nialism. This chiliasm, playing

Jewijsh Zealots defending the

saulted by the faithful

al the drama of the last days,
flourishes when life is no long-

fortress of Masada against be-
sieging Roman legions in A.D.
73 chose self-slaughter rather than submission; 960 men. wom-
en and children died. The event occupies a place of some rev-
. erence in Jewish memory and is not really comparable to Jones-
. town: the Zealots faced the prospect of slaughter or slavery,
and their choice therefore possessed a certain passionale ra-
tionality. In the i7th century, Russian Orthodox dissenters
called the Old Believers refused to accept liturgical reforms.
Over a period of years some 20,000 peasants in protest aban-
doned their fields and burned themselves. In East Africa before
World War I. when Tanganyika was a German colony. witch
dociors of the Maji-Maji movement convinced tribesmen that
German bullets would turn to water: they launched an uptis-
ing. and the credulous were slaughtered.

Religion and insanity occupy adjacent ierritories in the
mind: historically. cults have kept up a traffic between the two.
The medieval Brethren of the Free Spirit. the heretical Beghards
and Beguines whao practiced in Cologne and other Northern Eu-
ropean cities, became nihilistic megalomaniacs. They began in
rags but then. in the conviction of their spiritual superiority,
- which they eventually believed 1o surpass God's. adopted the

idea that the general run of mankind exisied merely Lo be ex-
plcited, through robbery, violence and treachery. In 1420 a cult

of Bohemians called the Adamites came to regard themselves

I'ke the Manson gang. as avenging angels. They set about mak-
- ing holy war to cul.down the unclean; biood. they said. must
flood the world to the height of a horse’s head. They were final-
Iy exterminated afier committing uncounted murders. In 1535
an army of Anabaptists under Jan Bockelson proclaimed its in-
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tention Twr Kill all monks and priesis and all rulers that there

Everywhere are glimpses of enemies: Gog and Magog.

er seen as ascendant. But no
maiisy how democratically
advertised, visions of the New Jerusalem, Utopia or an Eden-
ic Jonesiown are bathed in a totalitarian light. And they are
shadowed by glimpses of enemies: Antichrist. Gog and Magog:
paranoia is often a cult’s principal instrurmnent of disci-
pline. Even in 1978. one catches whiffs of an old dementia
and witchfire.

T raditional religions aliow people 1o live inside history, but
still give sacramental expression Lo their spiritual longings.
Culis too ofien strain to escape from history, through the
reconstruction of Eden or a vision of the Second Coming.
Experiments in earthly paradise have a way of ending in
horrible irony. Zealots become infected with a fierce nostalgia
for a mythical lost wholeness, an ecstasy of spiritual servitude,
In Jones' culush socialism, the spinitual and political were
joined. In their terrific surrender, cultists reduce a muliiform,
contradictory world to cant formulas. and thus they become
as dangerous as anyone whose head resounds with certainties.
Cults are apt to become miniatures of the great totalitarian
systemns built on Nazi or Hegelian and Marxist foundations.
There are eerie similarities of style: intolerance. paranoia.
submission.

Such movements

. . N
SUCH movemen storian Norman Cohn. s
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endow “social confiicts and aspirations with a transcendental
significance—in fact with all the mystery and majesty of the
final. eschatological drama.”™ To be human is to live inside
history, to accept a reality that does not respond to dogma
or a megalomaniac’s discipline. One escape is that found by

ihe people in Jonestown. — Lance Morrow
—
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IMiessiah from the Midwest

he most vivid memories that child-

hood companions have of James War-
ren Jones—or “Jonesie,” as they called
him-—are of his funeral sermons for dead
animals in the Indiana town of Lynn,
where he was born 47 years ago. Once,
when he was 13, Jones invited a group of
boys to his family’s barm, recalls Harlan
Swift, now a Chicago insurance executive.
Amid burning candles, the aspiring
preacher carefully opened a matchbox,
revealing a dead mouse. “He had a ser-
vice all organized,” recalls Swift, “a very.
very intense dramatic service for that
dead mouse.” A former classmate, Too-
tie Mortion, was leery of these pet funer-
als: "Seme of the neighbors would have ,
cats missing, and we always thought i
he was using them for sacrifices.” '

The major industry in Lynn (pop.
1.360) is casketmaking; there are now
four such factories. It was prime ter-
ritory for the Ku Klux Klan, and
George Seuthworth, now of Miami, re-
calls that Jones’ fal_hc_r took part in the
weekdy meetings, with sheets and
hoods, on 2 field near town. But other
childhood acquaintances do not re-
member any link between the Klan -
: and the elder Jones, a railroad man
who worked only rarely afier being
gassed in World War 1. Jones claimed
kis mother was an American Indian,
but his cousin Barbara Shaffer says,

i
|
|
i
‘
I
1
I
1

body.” He was an only child; the three -
lived in a one-story, tin-roofed frame .
house that has since been replaced by
a supermarket.

Before he entered his teens, Jones

“He made that up to impress some-

The sad story of a boy and his Bible

he moved with his mother to Richmond,
16 miles away. The Richmond High
Schocl 1949 yearbook shows a handsome
young man with slick black hair, staring
ahead with a slight smile, That year, at
18, he married Marceline Baldwin, a
nurse whom he had met at the hospital
where they both worked.

Jones briefly attended Indiana Uni-
versity in Bloomington, but left for In-
dianapolis to preach and later form his
own church. He went to night school at
| Butler University there, and ten years lat-

er he finaliy won a degree in education.
At matriculation, he listed his religion as
i Unitarian, and for a time linked himself

Jones, at 22, with the monkeys he sold for hns church

did not present many opportunities, how-

. T B 4'""'“‘”"“”“"—”" fering from a lack of a charismatic

These frustrations were accom p:mie:<

late 1961, by a kind of vision of a nu-
clear holocaust destroying Indianapolis.
Having read a magazine article listing a
selection of the best places in the world
to avoid an alomic war, Jones took his
wife and three children to one of them.
Belo Horizonte. Brazil. Belo Horizonte

ever. 50 Jones moved 1o Rio 1o teach at
the American school there. “Jim was no
fanatic,” said a woman who befriended
him there. “He had no wild streak at
all. They were just normal, rather naive
and provincial Midwesterners. They led
a simple life, and Jim's main concern
was always for those people he saw suf-
fering. He used to stop children in the
street and talk to them, help them if he
couid.™

But the church in Indiznapolis,
now called the Peoples Temple, was suf-

leader, and Marceline was homesick,
so Jones decided to return. He affil-
iated with the Disciples of Chnst, a
1.3 million-member denomination,
and in 1964 was ordained a minister
by that group. But he still considered
Indianapolis narrow and racist. A good
friend, the Rev. Ross Case, also of
the Disciples of Christ, had moved
from Indiana to California, and Jones
decided to follow him. He eventually
brought more than 100 supporters to
Redwood Valley in Mendocino Coun-
ty, north of San Francisce. Robert
Kauffman, a former bank executive
from nearby Ukiah, recalls that
. Marceline Jones walked into his bank
. and opened an account of nearly
$100,000.

Once established, Jones and his
faithful began making evangelistic for-
ays to San Frangisco and beyond. He
again bought an old synagogue, this

picked up religion from a neighbor,
Mrs. Myrile Kennedy, who was a de-
vout member of the Church of the Naz-
arene. He took to carrying a Bible. but
no one made fun of the husky boy. who
got into fights easily. He was a natural
leader. gathering {riends around him and

telling therm what tado.
teliing inem what 10 4o

He would preach to them. sometimes
frightening his listeners with visions of a
hell where, with senses undiminished, sin-
ners burned forever. His first chance 10
mount a real pulpil came when he was
14 and working at a nearby hospital: some
of his black co-workers invited him to
bring his Bible and give a scrmon at their

. church. “You could see there was some- !

- thing havwire even at that lime.” says
Swift. But Mrs. Kennedy's daughter Thel-
ma Manning remembers Jones more
fondly: "He had a little white shaggy-
hzired dog. They were inseparable. I want
people 10 know Jim Jones had a good

" side.”

In 1948 tis parents split up (his fa-

- ther died alone in a Lynn hotel six years

" Jater: his mother lived until 1977}, and

02

1

“He had no wild streak atall.”

10 the Methodists, but the first church he
founded, calied the Christian Assembly
of God, had no affiliatipns. It was in a
poor neighborhood, and he won worship-
ers by distributing free food and helping

pgnnlp find jobs. He raised money by im-

Pt LI GOV, 116 148 1Y

porting monkeys and selling them for $29
apiece. He eventually made encugh to pay
$50,000 for an old synagogue in a black
neighborhood.

He had one son and adopted other
children, ultimately eight in all, including
blacks and Koreans. He once heard an af-
fluent black docior at an adoption agency
reject a child because he was “too black.”
Snapped Jones: “Well, I'll take him then.”
The mayor appoeinted him the first full-
time director of the Indianapolis human
rights commission Jones became tncreas-
ingly embittered at the racism he encoun-
tered. His wife was spat upon while walk-
ing with their black child, and when one
of his Korean children was killed in a car
accident. he later said. he couid find no
white undertaker to bury her.

one in the run-down Fillmore area of

San Francisco's inner city, Using it
as his headquarters, he opened an in-
firmary, & child-care cenler, a carpentry
shop and kitchens for feeding the neigh-
borhood poor. His services were dazzling,
with soul and gospel music and dance
groups. He antracied increasing numbers
of black parishioners (the Peoples Tem-
ple was more than 80% black). He in-
volved them in liberal causes. busing them
10 protest demonstrations. making them
canvass for politicians he favored, and
ordering them to undertake leuter-writ-
ing blitzes.

He 100k them on pilgrimages. one of
which brought eleven busloads to In-
diana and Florida (to visit his then-re- ;
tired spiritual mentor Myrtle Kennedy): i
another brought part of his flock 1o Wash-
ington, D.C., where he had them pick
up trash on the Capitol grounds. Edi-
torialized the Washington Posr in Au-
gust 1973: “The hands-down winners of
anybody's tourists-of-the-year award
have got to be the 660 members of the
Peoples Temple ... who bend over bacJ
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uards to leave every place tl

visil more attractive than whew

they arnved.”

: Politicians were particularly :
impressed. Governor Jerry .
Brown came to the Peoples B *

. Temple. San Francisco Mayor '

' George Moscone, who received

 important help from Jones in |

his close 1975 election. appoint-

ed him to the city's housing au-

thority in 1976. {Said the mayor

about last week’s horror: *'I pro-
ceeded to vomit and cry.”) The

D cheriflfand dicteisr attaenm
SNenD and Qisingl allemey

temple visitors, but Lieutepant &

Ay unra P
a2 N

the 27.000-acre plantation in

Guyana that Jones had acquired in 1974,
Vice President Walter Mondale recog-
: nized Jones™ help in the 1976 campaign
and invited him aboard his private plane.
When Jones helped a rally for Rosalynn
Carter in San Francisco by busing in
600 loud supporters. he was rewarded
‘ with a “"Dear Jim™ thank-you note hand-

BOBERT B wWhiGHT
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«=+ = hisservices became stranger anc

""*:L; stranger. Jones would “heal” pa-

Governor Mervyn Dymally out- Jim and Marceline Jones and family in California {1966)

rishioners by pretending to draw
forth “cancers” that actually
were bloody chicken gizzards
And his megalomania soared
Said his old associaie the Rev
Case: “Jim stopped calling him-
self the reincarnation of Jesu
~ and started calling himself God
He said Le was the actual Goc
* - who made the heavens anc
earth.” Jones ordered his fol-
2 lowers to buy, and sell 1o the
public, small pictures of him «
ward off evil. He demanded for
the temple’s coffers all members

tsrman

did them all by dropping in on They “leave every place they visit more atiractive.”

written on White House stationery. Jones
claimed to have received appreciative
letters from Senators Hubert Hum-
phrey and Henry Jackson, and HEW
Secretary Joseph C(alifano, among
others.

The temple swelled with new mem-

savings and earnings, amassing

a fortune that a former mem-
ber estimates at $15 million. Discipline
gave way 10 brutal beatings. It was a pro-
gression perhaps foreshadowed way back
in Indianapolis when the young preacher
once threw his Bible to the floor and
yeiled a1 his associates, “Too many pec
ple are looking at this instead of look
ing at me'™ 1

Why People Join

{He has]no more pressing need than the one to find some-
body 10 whom he can surrender, os guickly as possible, thar
gift of freedom which he. the unfortunate creature, was born

with.

The landscape of their minds was as grotesque as the
corpse-litiered village they left behind. They had start-
ed as seekers afier meaning, direction, comfort and love.
The Peopies Temple, which provided a number of sociai ser-
vices to the poor, had filled their lives with purpose. But in
the jungle of Guyana, it had all turmed into fear and hatred.
Why did they join an organization like the Peoples Tem-
ple? And why did they stay in it? Few if any of the thou-
sands of cult groups in the U.S. are as violent as the
; Guyana group was in its last days, but many of them
share a number of unusiiai characierisiics. Social scieniisis ust as ihe culi members give ithemselves up io ihe group,
i who have studied these groups agree that most culi mem- J
! bers are in some sort of emotional trouble before they
[ join. Says Dr. Margaret Thaler Singer, a psychologist at
, Berkeley: “About one-third are very psychologically dis-
: tressed people. The other two-thirds are relatively average
! people, but in a period of depression. gloom, being al
l loose ends.” Such people are vulnerable to well-planned
recruitment iechnigues. These usually involve displays of
1 effusive affection and understanding, or “love bombing,”
: as one psychiatrist puts it. Once recnuits start going to meet-
' ings. they are frequently subjected to various drills and
| disciplines that weary them both physically and emotion-

ally. producing a sort of trance.

Cut off from family and friends, the new member gets re-
peated infusions of the cult's doctrines. The lonely, de-
pressed. frightened and disoriented recruit ofien experienc-
es what amounts 1o a religious conversion. Former members
of such cults frequently say that something in them “snaps.”
report Flo Conway and Jim Siegelman. authors of Snap-
ping. a new book on what they call "America's epidemic of

sudden personality change.”

—Dostoyevsky. The Brothers Karamazov

At this point, the cultist's life is no 1onger his own. Per-
sonalities change from the lively and compiex patierns of
normality to those of an automaton reciting what he has

been taught. The usual problems of living have been re-
placed by a nearly childish existence in which the cult and
its leaders supply all rules and all answers. Erich Fromm.
in his classic treatise on the rise of Nazism. calied this pro-
cess the “escape from freedom.™

“Most members have little or no sense of inner val-

ue,” says Stefan Pasternack, associate clinical professor of
psychiatry at Georgetown University School of Medicine.
“They have a desire 10 be part of something meaningful.
In joining. they regress and relax their personal judg-
ments to the point that they are supplanted by the group’s
ofien primitive feelings. With a sick leader, these prim-
itive feelings are intensified and get worse. The members
develop a total identity with the leader and in the process
take on his sickness.” .

the leader too takes his entire identity from his followers.

Both leader and foliowers thus see an overwhelming ne-
cessity to keep the group alive and intact. Dissenters are
often punished severely. Loyalty is intensified by claims that
the outside world is evil and threatening. Return 1o normal
life becomes more and more difficult, even terrifying.

“The gravest threat imaginable to such a group is for
someone 1o try 1o iake members out of the “family,” ™ says
U.C.L.A. Psychologist David Wellisch. Leo Ryan’s mission
to Guyana may have been just such a threat, the spark that
triggered ihe tragedy.

With Jones' own behavior growing more paranoid and

the sudden presence of the Congressman and the press, some

experts believe there was almost a psychological inevita-
bility to the dJisasier. “Following that type of fragmenta-
tion, there was only one thing lefl.” says Dr. Stanley Cath.
a Boston psychiatrist. "They could return to the world of re-
ality, but they would have had to face their own inade-
quacies, the world they had already discarded. the families
they had already discarded. So for them. death was prefer-

able because death had already been prociaimed rebirth.”
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hey crouch in dark basementsin New

York and San Francisce, worshiping
the Devil. They wait patiently for the
Second Coming or scan the skies for the
spaceship that will bring the New Age. A
few practice polygamy in isolated moun-
tain communes. Tens of thousands have
abandoned their families, friends, educa-
tions and careers to follow the teachings
of a leader they will hever meet.

By one estimate, 3 million Americans
espouse the teachings of 3,000 religious
and nonreligious cults. The groups run
the gamut from the Bible-toting pacifists
of The Way in Ohio to the marijuana-

cmr\lcing Rastafarians from the Carib-

bean, who revere the late, deposed Ethi-
opian Emperor Haile Selassie as the
Messiah. Some cults condemn all forms
of violence and serve as unquestioned
forces for good in the world: The Farm,
for example, a 1,200-member commune
in Tennessee, has donated more than §1
million to build homes and hospitals for
earthquake victims in Guatemala. The
Bible of the Church of Satan, on the other
hand, declares: “If a man smite you on
the cheek, smash him on the other.”

DEFENSIVE ALLIANCES

Cuits have ebbed and flowed through
American history almost from its begin-
ning, and there are signs that the latest
wave may have peaked in the mid-1970s.
But after the horror of Jonestown, warns
sociology Prof. Jim Richardson of the
University of Nevada, “there's a possi-
bilitv of a backlash. There is already an
anti-cult movement that has tried to get
investigations and tax rules against
cults.” In reaction, some cults are explor-
ing defensive alliances; last April, the
Church of Scientology, the Unification
Church and the Children of God formed

- tameon {ae tlo rareairuraby e
APRL, L‘J@ A”laubc {Ul the Preser Yauon

of Religious Liberty. Synanon donated
at least some supplies and equipment
to the Peoples Temple, and links have

-

been reported between Synanon and the
Hare Krishnas.

Among the more conspicuous—and
controversial—cults now active:

SYNANON: When Charles Dederich, a
former alcoholic, founded Synanon in
1958, it was considered a revolutionary
therapeutic community, Hundreds of al-
coholics, drug addicts and down-at-the-
mouth toughs moved into the Californiz
drug- and alcohol-rehabilitation center
and, through a rigorous seif-help pro-

Child of God: A gospel of sex and doom

CULTS

Bl E W ity One lawyer wk

SPECIAL REPORT

gram, emerged healtl
and happy. Aided by j
skillful PR and contrib
4 tions from wealthy libe

4 als,Synanon became a §;
’ million business.

But as the communi
grew and prospered,
changed. Dederich,
powerful, hypnotic lea
er, came to see Synanon:
an alternative to the ot
side world. He ordered h
followers to shave the
heads and swap spouse
When he decided the:
were too many children
Synanon, he mandate
vasectomies for men (hin
self excluded) and abo
tions for women. Ded
rich, 65, began a campaig
of intimidation against tk
media and anyone el:
whocriticized the commn

won a $300,000 judgme:
against Synanon was bitter hy 2 i+l
snake left in his mailbox—allegedly t
two members of Synanon. Today, the 901
member community resembles a cult f;
more than it does a drug center, and Dec
erich is trying to have it formally incorp
rated as a religion.

HARE KRISHNA: “We don't conside
ou:selves something that's sprung up j
the '60s, founded by some man, but fo
lowers of an ancient tradition stemmin
from Krishna himself,” says Laxmi Nat]
president of the Berkeley, Calif., temp]
of the International Society for Krishr
Consciousness. The Hare Krishnas b

i i anth century in Indi
gan in the sixteenth century in Indi

where they were just one of many sec
worshiping a reincarnation of the Hind
god of creation. A. C. Bhaktivedan
Swami Prabhupada brought one versio
of Krishna worship that was never ve:
popular in India to the U.5. in 186
and it turned into an easily identifiabl
cult. Young Hare Krishnas shaved the
heads, put on saffron robes and took 1
the streets with their Hindu chants. The
studied the ancient Vedic texts an
promised their followers inner peace :
an alternative to political chaos.

The Krishnas can be aggressive in the
repeated requests for money, and sor
members have had serious run-ins wit
the law. But for the most part, they liv
quietly on several large farms they owr
orinthe houses they rent in metropolita
areas. Since Prabhupada died earlierth

ear, the group has not had a charismat
eader and may now be becoming mo;
sect than cult. Most members now dre:
conventionally in public, and has
stopped their street-corner chantin
Stillson Judah, who has studied the Kris)
nas at the Graduate Theological Union i
Berkeley, believes the group wants i
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UNIFICATION CHURCH: South Kores

evangelist Sun Myung Moon, 58, col
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trols the lives of 37,000 U.S, fol,
When they join the Unification Chure.,,
voung Moonies {their average age is 24)
are encouraged to break all ties with
their families and work as long as eight-
een hours a dav soliciting donations. As
is tvpical of many cult leaders, Moon
lives in comfort on a $625,000 New York
estate while his followers reside in com-
munal centers and are encouraged to
give all their possessions to the church.
Moon preaches a contorted blend of
Christianity, Puritan morality and Orien-
tal philosophy. His followers hardly
seem to notice that his spiritual mes-
sage—that all the world’s religions
should be merged into a single move-
ment headed by Moon himself—sounds
secondary to his financial and political
motives. He controls an empire of at least

$75 million that ranges from a Wvoming -

delicatessen to a Tokvo trading com-
pany, and the U.S. Congress has investi-
gated his ties to the authoritarian govern-
ment of South Korea. Moon, who came to
the U.5.in 1972, does not seem worried,
“Gad has been very good to me,” he says.

CHILDREN OF GOD: They began stand-
ing on street corners in the late 1960s,
exhorting passers-by to give up their
worldly wavs and follow God. At first it
was hard to tell them from the other Jesus
freaks of the time. But the Children of
God were clearly different. Their leader,
David {Moases) Berg, now 58, taught that
doomsday was just around the comer—
and that he was God's messenger for the
final davs. He communicated with his
followersthroughrambling “Moletters.”

Many of these epistles show a preoceu-
pation with sex. In recruiting, Berg
urged his female disciples to use their
charms: “You roll those big eves at them
and peck them with that pretty little
mouth and vou flirt all around them,”
advised one Mo letter. By at least one
report, things didn’t stop there: on the
island of Tenerife, COG women were
accused of taking prospective recruits to
bed. When local prostitutes complained
of the competition, Berg reportedly puta
curse on the island—and shortly after
that, the worst accident in airline history
took 383 lives on the runway at Tenerife.

Life with Bergisn'teasy. Former COG
members tell how they bad to memorize
Bible verses before they could sleep or
eat, and pick through garbage for food
and clothes. Berg fled the country in
1974, just before the New York attomey
general published a highly critical report
on the COG. But the cult still claims
10.000 members in 120 communes
around the world, and Berg still keeps in
touch with periodic Mo letters.

Some organizations can come to re-
semble cults even though their members
do net live communally or share reli-
cinus heliefs. Werner Erhard, for exam-
ple. has impressive power over thou-
sands of Americans who have taken his
est courses. He promises them spiritual
and emotional fulfillment in 60-hour
seminars in which the chief techniques
are attacking the ego, restricting food

— - PR S

and drink and inducing mental sti
Growing numbers of parents of cult
members are worried enough about los-
ing their children to take the extreme,
and costly, step of kidnapping and
“deprograming” them. Ever since de-
programmer Ted Patrick was sentenced
to a year in prisen in 1976 for such a
kidnapping, many have first sought legal

sanction through “conservatorships™ to

temporarily gain court-ordered custody
of their adult children. The process is
clearly working, Hundreds of devotees
of various cults have been deprogramed
in the last few years. But some cults are
fighting back with lawsuits to bar depro-

raming as an infringement on religious
Ereedom, and sometimes the faith of the
young believer is not shaken. Several
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1omnitar a group only when there is evi-

dence that it has broken Federal law or
poses a security risk. Many government
officials say they would not change the
present laws, even if they could. *We
can’t have it both ways,” said Homer
Boynton, bureau spokesman. “In a de-
mocracy, in order to have freedom and
liberty, there has te be a certain amount
of risk-taking.”

'ATTRITION IS VERY HIGH'

But cults—even the most religious—
are not above the law, The government
can prosecute a group when it appears to
have committed acrime. Lastsummer, for
example, eleven Scientologists—mem-
bers of the quasi-scientifie, self-help cult
founded by former science-fiction writer

Krishrnas bow to their leader in 1976: Now, trying to blend in

have successfully sued their deprogram-
mers for invasion of privacy.

In desperation, some parents have
asked the Federal government for help.
But government spokesmen say their
hands are tied by the Constitution’s guar-
antee of religious freedom, lack of hard
evidence that specific cults are com-
mitting crimes, and by agency guide-
lines. The Justice Department must have
information that a “kidnap” victim is
being held against his will, for ran-
som and has been taken across state
lines before it can prosecute a case. (Be-
fore last week’s tragedy in Guyana, the
FBI had onlv one complaint against the
Peoples Temple: a letter from the wor-
ried mother of a cult member alleging
kidnapping, but there was no evidence
that he was being held against his will)
The Federal Bureau of Investigation can

L. Ron Hubbard—were accused ofbreal
ing into a government office and wer
indicted on 28 counts of conspiracy, stea
ing government property, obstruction ¢
justice and perjury. Six states outlaw us
of marijuana and other drugs in cult rel
gious ceremonies.

In the end, the best hope for those cor
cerned about the power of cults mav b
that many members are dropping out ¢
their own accord. A lot more peopl
leave these groups voluntarily than the
or the deprogrammers would like to ac
mit,” says sociologist Richardson. “Attr
tion is very high.” Even within the minc
bending anthills of the cults, Americar
seem toretain at least some of theirnativ
wit—and their stubbom independence

—MELINDA BECK and SUSAN FRAKER with ELAN

SHANNDN in Washington, JEFF B. COPELANDIINS
Francisco end buresu repons



+ FY I ow could more than 900 people
e 4 be twisted to the point of swal-
lowing fatal doses of poison?
Clearly, the immolation at Jonestown
wasn’'t entirely voluntar} But the Drder-
1\ rows and h neaps of dead and the linked
arms of family groups were powerful tes-
timony that Jim Jones’s disciples hadn't
enough will to resist his orders, backed
up by a few armed guards. And perhaps
the greatest horror in the scene lay in the
realization that more or less ordinary
people had been so indoctrinated—and
in the seed of fear that nearly anvbody
might be manipulated the same way.

L e

Kamikaze pilots: Certain death in the name of discipline and Jove of country

In a sense, such mind-bending is only
an extreme form of familiar human expe-
rience. In military training, soldiers are
taught to take appalling risks in the name
of discipline and love of country; extend-
ing that process, Japan’s kamikaze pilots
in World War I1 accepted certain death,
Jailers can be permitted to abuse and
even torture their prisoners, and citizens
easily shut their eyves. At the extreme,
Adolf Hitler engineered the Holocaust
that massacred 6 million Jews. Powerful

personalities often gather groups of de-

pendent admirers: the demonic charis-
ma of Charles Manson mesmerized his
ghoulish groupies to murder total stran-
gers with sadistic pleasure. Jones was
onlyv the latest extreme in the wave of
cult leaders of the past decade.

To many scholars who have studied
the new American cults—and to many
ex-cultists themselves—the behavior of
Jones's following was shocking but not
surprising. “"As a Moonie, I would have
done exactly what they did,” maintains

72

Erica Heftmann, 26, who left the Unifi-
cation Church of self-styled Korean mes-
sizh Sun Myung Moon more than two
vears ago. "I was drilled and instructed
to kill.” Isolated from the real world and
pressured by their peers, converts be-
come wholly accepting of the leader’s
power—and his paranoia—and they put
their welfare and their will totally in his
hands. Jones's people even practiced
suicide drills, in which they swallowed a
drink of bitter liquid he said was poison.
“l would think, before being told it
wasn't poison, that soon I would be
dead,” recalls Wanda Johnson, 42, who

spent eight vears in the Peoples Temple
and losthery oungest child at Jonestown.

“I would think, ‘It doesn’t matter if I'm
dead.’ I felt relief”

Almost any passionate enthusiasm can
generate cultic behavior if there is a
charismatic figure to beguile disciples.
In recent decades, cults have coalesced
around crusading pollhcmns, rock stars,
visionary intellectuals and gurus of the
human-potential movement,

CHARISMATIC LEADERSHIP

In religion, sociologists tvpically dis-
tinguish cults from mainline churches,
which serve as custodians of normative
values. and from sects, which partially
withdraw from society in order to purifv
established doctrine. Cults emerge
when groups wholly withdraw from pre-
vailing religious practices and members
commit themselves completely to the
leadership of charismatic and highly au-
thoritarian figures. Although today’s
cults vary widely in their ideologies, the

most successful use much the sam:
methods of indoctrinating converts.
Most cults know exactiv which kind o
recruits they are looking for. Svnanor
guru Charles Dederich prefers dmg ad
dicts, whom he ~an rehabilitate and the:
bind to his community for life. Jone.
sought out the oppressed————espec:all‘
poor blacks, prostitutes and other out
casts—who would welcome his messagt
of egalitarianism and his offer of a com
munal home. But religious groups suct
as the Moonies, the Children of God anc
the Hare Krishnas prefer college st
dents of above-average intelligence anc
idealism who will be a credit t
the cult. In her own interview!
with more than 300 former cul
members, University of Califor
nia psv chologxst Margaret Sing
er found that no more than :

third were suffering fron
marked psvchological distres:

Hial ko 18 1Cat

at the time of then' induction.

‘A BENSE OF BELONGING’

Timing is the kev factor ir
secking converts. ReIigious re
cruiters like to hit the college
campuses at exam time, 31t ir
llbranes waiting to make * eve
contact” with students who are
having difficulty deciding on :
course of major study or recov-
ering from a broken romance. Ir
cities and resort areas, prosely-
tizers seek out footloose back
packers who have taken time of:
from school to “find” them-
selves. “These kids are looking
tor a sense of significance
and belonging,” eay: UCLA
law professor Richard Delgado
who has been studving cults fo)
years. “Evervbody is wvulner
able. You and I could be Hare Lnshnas it
they approached us at the right time.”

Studies indicate that the Moonies have
devised the most sophisticated methods
of luring converts. They call the first
phase “love bombing.” Once recruiters
spot lonely students, they draw them
into fnendh conversation that tvpically
ends with an invitation to dinner. Sur.
rounded by smiling strangers who holc
their hands and shower them with com-
pliments, the students are then invited tc

- rodrant “he s Y S
a weekend retreat. AS unuuv_tUla WE

didn't tell them the truth,” recalls Erics
Heftmann. “If we had told them that we
believed Moon was the Messiah or that
we staved up all night prayving in the
snow, they’d never join.”

During the retreat, guests are subject-
ed to an endless round of games, singing
exercise and vague religious discus-
sions, with little time for sleep. Only the
most discerning recruits realize that they
are not being allowed to ask probing
questions or make close friends. Yet ev-

Newsweek, December 4, 1978



explains Stanford University psvchiats
Donald \T. Lunde. “It's a very tric
mental defense mechanism exploited
the hilt by the charismatic leader.”

Cults may also exploit members
sending them into the streets to soli
funds or sell things like flowers, usua
on behalf of pseudonymous organi:
tions. “The leader tells vou to go out a
get $250,” says Sherry Dietrich, 28, w
joined the Children of God aftera divor
in 1974. “Believe me, vou beat yo
brains out to get that $2:
and vou don’t come hor
until you get it.”

In virtually al] cults, s
is a central means of cg
trolling members’ livi
Some cult leaders, k
Manson and Jones, u
some of their followers
both male and female—i
their own pleasure. B
mostreligious cults rigid
segregate males and |
males and teach them th
sexuality itselfisevil. “F
ther” Moon not only :
ranges all marriages b
erv recruit is assigned a monitor whe do your thinking for vou,” and inside also demands such powerful repressi
accompanies him everywhere, even to  Moon's camps independent thought is  of sexual feelings that many membe
the bathroom. On Sunday, the potential labeled a tool of Satan. revert to pre-puberty innocence. *“Won
converts are pressured to stay on for one A critical point in the conversion proc-  en stop having their periods sometime
last party. “Once they called their family ~ ess occurs when recruits are forced to  and men may find that they do not sha:
or employer and told them they weren’t make a major commitment to the cult. asoften,” reports ex-Moonie Christopt
coming in on Monday, we knew we had  This may mean signing over one’s prop- Edwards, 24. “People begin to lo
them for seven full days” savs Heft- erty, bank account or children to the vounger. I was 22 when I came out ar
. mann. “And if they stayed seven days, group, as in some religious cults, or even  people told me I looked 15.”

Remains of Jews who took their lives at Masada:
A decision for death rather than enslavement

S e

they almost always became a member.”  joining in drug or sex orgies, as demand- :

Isolation—from family, friends and all {?d by Charles Manson in his “family.” OUTLET FOR AGGRESSION
contact with the outside world—is the “Once vou've done something that To bind members tighter to the cult, ;
first step in what Los Angeles psychia- major, it's very hard to admit even to leaders create the image of an evil ov

e trist Frederick Hacker calls “the wash- vourself that vou've made a mistake, and  group that is supposedly trving to d
R ing stage” of cultic mind control. Next, subconsciously you will go to great stroy them. For Hitler, it was the Jew
o recruits are made to feel guilty about lengths to rationalize what you did,” For Manson, it was blacks, For Jones,
their past lives and recognize L Amds T ywag the FBI, the CIA ar

their need to be reborn like
their all-knowing “brothers and
sisters” in the new family of the
cult. Several cults, such as
the Children of God and Hare
Krishna, even give recruits new
names or devise private meas-
urements of time to underscore
the cult’'s new reality. But the
development of a new personal-
ity is gradual. It requires various
forms of sense deprivation, in-
culcated through loss of sleep,
low-protein diets and exhaust-
ing rounds of chanting, praving
and indoctrination in  the

the Ku Klux Klan. For Sy
anon’s Dederich. it is th
government and the nev

Charles Manson and his ghoulish
groupies: Mesmerized to murder

N’ thought of the new father figure.
R TOOL OF SATAN
il “It’s all so simple,” observes

Tufts University  psyvchiatrist
Stanley Cath, who has studied
the conversion techniques used
by cults. “Converts have to be-
Heve only what they are told.
They don’t have to think, and
this relieves tremendous ten-
siens.” Indeed, at Syvnanon,
members tell recruits, "We will

e Newsweek



media. And for most of the militant
religious cults, the enemy is the
members’ natural parents. “Cults
allow people to hate without feel-
ing guilty and provide a safe,
group-sanctioned outlet foraggres-
sion against the enemy,” observes
psyvchiatrist Hacker. Cult leaders
also persvade members that they
will die, either at the hands of
enemies or cult lovalists, if thev
defect. The Children of God tell
defectors that either God or Satan
will strike them dead, and perform
exorcisms on those who persist in
leaving. Ex-Scientologists recall
warnings of the 245" solution—
anvone who drops out should get

two .45-caliber slugs.

BASIC NEEDS

What transforms some cult lead-
ers from spirited humanitarians
into frenzied despots? Jones, for
one, began his career by providing
a humane haven for society’s out-
casts, yet ended up crushing those
in his care. In such cases, a charis-
matic leader, who may be slightly
disturbed, discovers that he is ful-
filling a basic human need for
increasing numbers of people.

“Pretty soon, he is believing more
and more in his own power, and it
grows so that he begins to be
burdened by it and a little para-
noid,” reasons psychiatrist Ari
Kiev of the Comell University
Medical College. So he develops
new, more punitive measures for
binding his followers to him. “And if
there comes a threat, a terminal illness
or exposure, the leader resents the idea
of anvone surviving him,” adds New
York psychiatrist Herbert Hendin. “He
doesn’t want any part of whatever is left
to survive.”

A . T
Jim Jones's Peoples Temple differs

from other cults because of its emphasis
on suicidal imagery, savs Yale psychia-
trist Robert J. Lifton, a specialist on
death and thought control. Last week'’s
atrocity, Lifton believes, “was a mixture
of submitting to mass suicide and sub-
mitting to murder.” As his own mind de-
teriorated into paranoia, Jones prepared
his people for collective death by run-
ning them through suicide rehearsals,
This enforced group commitment and
the illusion that death for them would
merelyv be a transition to an etemal com-
munity. “When Jones asked them to die
for him, some may have gone willingly
with him, but a large number probably
just didn’t know how to resist,” Hendin
argues. “You're dealing with a suicide,
not of the mass group, but of the leader,
who is taking the group with him.”
Thus the tragedv at Jonestown was

only superficially like past cases of mass
suic 1{11-.-..”1;—- ]r—-u ich Zealots at Macada
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who killed thcmsef\es rather than be
captured by the Romans, for example, or
the Japunese who died on Saipan rather
than surrender te the Americans in

.
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World War II. Instead of patriotism, reli-

gious faith or a cause larger than them-

ous faith or a cause larger than them
selves Jones's followers were ensnared
by Jones himself. And like most charis-
matic figures, he left no one who could
replace him as the personal embodiment
of the cult. Although survivors in San
Francisco insist that the Peoples Temple
will go on, ex-members say, it cannot
survive w 1thout Jones,

Inevitably, the Jonestown atrocity has
triggered national debate over cults
and whether they can—and should—be
curbed. Church scholars caution that the
religions of Jesus, Muhammad and Bud-
dha all began as cults, and civil libertar-
ians warn that religious practices, no
matter how odious, are protected by the
First Amendment. The only legal way to
attack them would be to prove that the
psvchological techniques practiced by
some cults amount to coercive mind
control, leaving their victims legally im-
paired. But the theory is tenuous. Dr
Stephen P. Hersh, assistant director of
the National Institute of Mental Health,
believes that the brainwashing attribut-
ed to culis is, in most cases, “high-
pressure salesmanship.” “Just because
converts adopt beliefs that seem bizarre

to their families, it does not follow that
their choices are dictated by cult lead-

ers,” he savs,
Historians say cults emerge whenever
there is a serious break in the structure of
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Hitler leading a Nazi rally at Nuremberg: The power to command a ‘final solution’

society. The Industrial Revolution in
England, the French Revolution and the
westward movement in the U.S. all
spawned new religious sects. Some
scholars believe that the traumas cf the
'60s attracted young Americans to charic-
matic politicians and then, after the war
in Vietmam, to equally charismatic reli-
gious ﬁgures Although some experts
think the current interest in cults has
peaked, most insist that the better-fi-
nanced groups, such as Moon's, will be
around as long as the basicinstitutions of
society—the family, schools and estab-
lished churches—continue to turn out
emotional orphans susceptible to a cult
leader’s blandishments.

A HEAVY PRICE

Even critics concede that many of to-
day’s cults work for social good and indi-
vidual need by drawmg recruits away
from drugs and anomie into a steady life

of service. But at best, the pncelsaheav
oneina free an‘!ﬁ-hr in 1n1n\ng acult the

allice X000 «pguainaiie d O, Ll

recruit surrenders a large measure of
personal responsibilitv and potential
growth in exchange for spiritual security.
The mass deaths at Jonestown mav vet
do some good if they ma]\e searchmg

YOung pcuplc: think twice before 5:‘5}\]115

a familv among the cultists.

—KENNETH L WOODWARD with MARY HAGER in Washing-
ton, JANET HUCK in Los Angeles. MICHAEL REESE in San
Francisco. RACHEL MARK and WILLIAM D. MARBACH in
Naw Yorx and bureaw reports
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*% he color movies and glossy promo-
i tional brochures painted the pic-
ture of an idyllic tropical paradise,
a love-filled commune dedicated to good
works and racial harmonv. They showed
smiling, suntanned women cheerfully
making bread and doing laundry. They
showed comfortable, well-furnished cot-
tages, complete with drapes and carpet-
ing. As the leaders of the Peoples Tem-
ple told it, their devout and dedicated
members had conquered 900 acres of
hostile jungle and in its place they built
Jonestown—"an interracial, sharing
community” with lush fields, a school, a
clinic and even the beginnings of indus-
try. And every day at Jonestown, the
brochures said, “the laughter of children
rings through the air. Qur children are
our greatest treasure,”

There may have been a day when
some, perhaps much, of that was true. In
1974, the followers of Jim Jones heeded
his call to build a Christian, socialist
commune in the wilds of Guyana. They
planted their crops and built substantial,
if plain, housing. Theyv established medi-
cal facilities that were advanced by
Guyanese standards. There was little ra-
cial friction. Children seemed especially
happyv. “'I just picked up a hurt monkey
out of the jungle and he's going to be all
mine,” Maury Janaro, 16, wrote to her
motherin San Francisco. “Ilove ithere.”

Then, ahout a vear ago, life at Jones-
town began to change. Meat, served
twice a day at first, was served once, then
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not at all. The workdayv increased from
eight hours to eleven. The commune’s
security forces began to impose harsher
discipline. Jones himself seemed to de-
teriorate physically; he began gaining
weight, he started to slur his words, he
looked dazed--and the rumors began to
spread that he was on hard drugs, or
seriously {ll. Last spring, Deborah Bla-
key, once a trusted aide, escaped from
Jonestown and Jones went into a frenzy.
He shouted endlessly over the loud-
speakers, ‘I am the alpha and the ome-
ga.” From then on, well before its grisly
end, Jonestown tumed into a virtual con-
centration camp.

RICE AND GRAVY

By day, all but a select handful of
Jonestown's residents labored under the
broiling sun; by night, they endured
endless re-education meetings and
sleep-destroving harangues that boomed
out over the camp’s public-address svs-
temn. Their living quarters—the pleasant
cottages of the ilm—were crammed with
asmany as 30 people. Their food was rice
and gravy. Their sins—drinking a glass of
wine or snitching a packet of powdered
fruit-drink mix—were punished by pub-
lic beatings. Not even the children were
exempt. When they misbehaved, they
were tied up and left in the jungle at
night, or dropped into the waters of a
well, to be pulied out only when they
screamed for forgiveness. In every
sense, says Edith Bogue, who escaped

\ :37!;.‘ . -
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from the camp lours before the m
suicide, Jonestown was “a nightmare.

Jonestown’s day began at 6 a.m. T
public-address svstem blared out
wake-up call, and the communards lin
up in a tent for the food they were giv
at every meal: boiled rice, occasiona
flavared with bits of pig offal or a bitt
green vegetable that the cult memb:
called “"pig weed.” Then they set off
the fields, for what was often a fut
day’s work. “We had agronomists, bo
nists and chemists out there,” recall
Harold Cordell, 42. “But you could
make anyvthing grow. The weeds wo
come back and choke the plants witl
24 hours.” Each day, Jones's secur
forces followed the workers to the fiel
lurking in the shade of the surroundi
jungle to spy on them. “We'd work
temperatures as high as 120 degrees
day with only a ten-minute break,” s:
Bogue’s daughter, Juanita, 21. “H v
stopped to rest and leaned on vour hi
the security forces would write down t
time you wasted.”

The commune was billed as an agric
tural experiment designed to help |
Guyanese people. But there was
even enough food to feed Jonestow
settlers, and the few who escaped |
week's mass suicide were undemo
ished, with half-healed sores cover
their bodies. “They just popped o
boils and blisters,” savs Jim Bogue. ="
weren’t getting enough protein.” Th:
were cattle, pigs and chickens at Jon

¢ Newsweek, December 4,19
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Before the apocalypse: Cult members at Jonestown entrance
{left), waiting for Ryan’s party to leave, welders at work

1 Ald A ol

town, but m s either sold or re-
served for “selected people”—namely
Jones, his family and his favorites. The
community’s elite enjoved imported cof-
fee and soft drinks, canned ham and tuna
fish. When Jones wanted to reward a cult
member, he occasionally did so by pass-
ing that person a few leftovers from his
second heaping plate of food.

Jones and his handpicked lieutenants
regulated every aspect of life at the com-
mune, even the sexual lives of the cult
members. A coupie who wished to live
together applied to the camp’s Relation-
ships Cemmittee for approval, and had to
spend a three-month trial “dating peri-
od” before thev could have sexual rela-
tions. Even then, thev received no spe-
cial living arrangements. Like single
members of the commune, couples slept
on a narrow mattress, separated from
others in their living cottages only by a
sheet hanging from a cord. “There was
no privacy,” says Harold Cordell. “Peo-
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ple could hear vour everv noise, cough
and whisper. We were packed in like
cattle.”

PUBLIC HUMILIATION

................... ey

Interracial “partnerships” were en-
couraged in Jonestown, Promiscuity was
not. and commune members who violat-
ed Jones's moral code were subject to
beatings and public humiliation. One
woman who had had sex with 2 male cult
member without the permission of the
Relationships Committee was forced to
have sex with a second man—while all
othermembers ofthe cult watched. Atthe
evening meetings, Jones often ordered
women and men to tell of their sexual
relationswithhim."I've been ---——-by Jim
Jenesand believe me, sisters, it's the best
- I've everhad,” women would say.

11 the eurly vears of the commune, the
“business meetings.” as Jones called
them, were held only ence or twice 2
week. In Jonestown's final months, they
became a nightly ritual that often lasted
from 730 until 3 am. Jones would

ramble on for hours, mailing agains
erything from the white man’s sinsg in
Africa to the venality of some commu-
nards who balked at giving him their
wristwatches. “If you started to nod off,
the security people would come up
behind you,” recalls Cordell. “They
would hit your shoulder and tell you,
‘Wake up. Stand up if you have to. Stay
awake’.”” After the exhausted cult mem-
bers finally went to sleep, Jones would
often flick on the public-address system,
screaming “‘Alert, alert, alert!” He
would then order all of Jonestown’s
residents to gather in the commune’s
pavilion to listen to his warnings about
impending attacks by the U.S. Army, the
Central Intelligence Agency or other
“enemies” of the settlement.

To Jones, almost everyone—inciuding
the cult members themselves—was a po-
tential enemy. The inhabitants of Jones-
town were unable to communicate with
their families, and letters from relatives
in the U.S. were never delivered'to those
in the commune. When Edith Bogue
tried to speak to her husband by
shortwave radio before she moved to
Jonestown from San Francisco, she was
invariably told, “Sorry, toc much atmos-
pheric static. Maybe next time.”” Only
carefully selected members were al-
lowed outside the camp, and even then
their children were kept at Jonestown as
hostages to ensure their return.

The strict isolation of the communards
was only part of Jones’s rule. In the
commune’s final weeks, rebellious teen-
agers were put in Jonestown's “ex-
tended-care unit’—isolation cells where
they were pumped full of sedatives and
other drugs. “When they came out a
week later, they were changed,” says
Cordell. *They couldn’t talk to you and
they walked around with empty faces.”
Cult members considered to be guilty of
minor infractions, such as taking an extra
rest period during the workday, were
called on “the floor” at the nightly meet-
ings. Forced to stand in front of the chair

that Jones called his “throne,” they were
harassed and threatened by the armed
security forces until they broke down,
wept and pleaded to be forgiven.

More severe “‘crimes’ —attempts to
run away, unwillingness to give person-
al possessions to Jones, direct criticism
of Jones—were punished with severe
beatings. The beatings were usually ad-
ministered by the security forces as the
other commune members watched, On
one occasion, Jones ordered a group of
elderly communards to beat a woman
with their canes, explaining, as one
witness recalls, that “it wil] be good for
your hypertension.”

WEIGHTED GLOVES

At other times, ‘transgressors were

farnad intn having matrhon with hoaclas
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members of the security forces wearing
weighted gloves. One woman, whose
husband tumed her in to the authori-
ties when he caught her drinking wine,
was lashed 100 times with a leather
beit. When another communard, Tommy
Bogue, 17, tried to escape, he was called
on the floor and beaten unconscious by a
security guard while his fellow com-
mune members were ordered to shout,
“Kill the little bastard.” After the beat-
ing, Bogue was dragged out, shackled in
red-hot metal cuffs and put in a hard-
labor work detail clearing away a section
of the jungle.

There were special tortures reserved
for errant children. Sometimes they were
taken into a darkened room where elec-
trodes were attached to their hodies;
after the electric shocks, thev were told



that was what happened to children who
failed to smile at Jim Jones ¢ "orgot to
call him “Dad.” At other t hey

‘were blindfolded, tied to a stake . the

jungle and told thev would be left there
until poisonous snakes bit them,

When Jones wanted to punish chil-
dren especially harshly, he threatened
them with a mythical creature that the
communards called Big Foot. After dark,
a child would be tied up and taken to a
well in which two commune disciplinar-
ians were hiding. The youngster would
be lowered into the well where the cult-
ists would grab his feet, pull him under
the water and then let him be pulled
out—only to be dragged in again and
again. As one commune member recalls:

“You could hear the child screaming ¢ all
the way there and all the way ba-’ I m
sorry. I'm sorry, Father. I'm so
ther. Aud if he didn’t scream lo
enough how sormy he was, then [Jones]

would send the child back down.”

‘'WOULD YOU KILL?'

Toward the end, Jones called the cult-
ists together for one of his White Nights,
this one a three-day period of brainwash-
ingandintimidation. “Would you killone
of your children?” he asked. *You would
ifvouloved them enough.” He pointed to
people inhiscaptive audience and asked,
“How would you kill your child?” When
some suggested a violent method, Jones
said, “Well, I wouldn’tkil} them that way.

I would do it gently with a sedative. 1
put them to sleep.’

Announcing that the commune was -
the verge of being desttoyed, Jones tt
ordered a 50-gallon vat filled with
ange drink brought into the pavilion.
told the commune members that
must drink, and sacrifice themselves
the Peoples Temple. They would be
to feel dizzy, Jones told them, and wt
they did, they were to move outside t
grassy area and lie down. The comm
members drank. Two women amc
them, apparently shills, began to me
and toppled over, and suddenly doz.
rushed outside and began to keel ov
There was no poison in the orar
drink—they had been felled by the pc
er of suggestion. That Wt
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Night was just a rehearsal
the deadly performance that «
to come.

—RICHARD STEELE with TONY FULLER
TIMOTHY NATER in Georgetown

10 DAY

back to my teacher when

[ lme by it€eram, candibiece And chff
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he or she confronts me in
class . .,

Like that!

jﬂﬂ,-mmm. gl e T mloage would Siget and get i deockle  pud ope

From Osislee Hilton, 84:
.Iam so glad'to be in
Jonestown. This is the
happy time of my life.
Started August 18, 1977
when I got her= . .. Lsad,
you no tne first white

LETTERS

NEwsweek's Chris Harper examined
& number of letters that members of
the Jonestown commune wrote to Jim
Jones. Excerpts:

From Rosa Keaton, 71:

Thanks for all the wonderful op-
portunities which you have provid-
ed for us all who are members of this
beautiful Socialist familv ... You,
Dad, have bought six months food
for us here in Jonestown, at the cost
of $675,000. No one else would do
that. You practice the highest princi-
ple of Socialism-Communism than
anvone else {n the entire universe.
We should emulate you and Mother
because vou are the best Father any-
one can have. Mother is the best
Mother that we can have . .. I have
given material things, money and
time to the cause, but I will not be-
tray my trust to the cause knowingly.
I do not have a commitment to any-
thing but the cause ... ] know that

one is due to obey authority and re-
spect authority. I try daily to be obe-

dient and respectful ... I have no
hostility towards Dad for anything
and I donotregretbeing in the cause.
1 only am sorry that I did not know
about it 20 years ago ... Up until
1959, I was afraid of death and dying,
butsince theal have thought of death
and dying as just going to sleep . . .

From Larry Jones, 13:

.. I’'m guilty because in the states
I would always steal pamphlet mon-
ey and go b» ice cream, candybars
nnu )IUH like l.hdl Lo. I g‘liihy
because I do not show enough time
with seniors. | tear down structure in
class. I take advantage of people
kindness. I talk about the states, I
gossip about people, specially sis-
ters. I don't like to stop my games
and listen to the news, I sleep in
service because I like to act bad and
tough in front of my friends, I talk

lllslll wWe hd.d ht[t bUfUlC
then I was afried to die, I
stood in the rain that
night. I saw divided time
between life and death, I
have not ben aferid cience. I have
something to die for now and some-
thing to live for. I love the little
childrens, see them grow here, them
erying, see them smiling. Watching
the elders, hoping they are gladas |
am because they are here ... I
brought four biankets here, Have
not got one now, someone els have

them. I love to have one nice blan-
ket. Thank you. ..

From  Stephanie
unknown:

. Sometimes I'm over hard on
the children I teach which Im sure
studds their groth. Im lazy in my
work and I dont put your examples
you show me into action . . . I think
that when people say oh I want to
dies its selfish as hell and [ hate the
fact that people say it. It pisses me
off because they arn’t thinking of the
children that hafe to tv to under-
stand it .., I also think its selfish
because they want to die so bad and
they can take so much pain but they
cant take the pain to work . ..

Jones, age

D A
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I.eo Rvan looked like one of those

moral grandstanders not unfamiliar
to their ranks—a reformer who liked
causes, and liked his publicity, too.
Whether donning jailhouse denims for
aninmate’s-eve view of California prison
conditions or wrapping himself in an
arctc windbreaker to witness the slaugh-
ter of baby seals in Newfoundland, the
33-vear-old Democrat seldom failed to
get his picture taken in the process. This
fall. when he tried to enlist fellow law-
makers for an on-scene investigation of
the Peoples Temple colony in Guyana,
he didn't get a single taker. Said one
Californian who declined the invitation:
1 just thought, ‘There goes Leo on an-
other one of his things'.”

But to constituents and staffers, Ryan’s
commitment to oppressed citizens—or
seals—seemed genuine. Outrage at the
witch hunting of the McCarthy years
propelled him into politics, they said. As
the son of a crusading Nebraska journal-
ist, he displaved an affinity for press
people, and as a Shakespeare buff, he
had an admitted instinct for the theatri-
cal. Yet he withheld announcing the
Guvana trip until after his landslide re-
election last month to avoid any implica-
tion of a vote-grabbing ploy, and aides
claim that reporters, scenting a good sto-
ry, joined the journey largely on their
own initiative. Iranically, they speculate
now, Rvan might have survived the
chancy venture had he gone without the
newsmen and TV cameras.

EYE-CATCHING SORTIES

Lanky, silver-haired Leo Ryan was a
congenital activist. Born in Lincoln,
Neb, he emerged from a World War 11
Navy stint to eamn a master’s degree in
Elizabethan drama and teach English in
Nebraska. Moving to California, he em-
barked on a political career that carried
him from the city council of South San
Francisco to the state legislature and on
to Congress in 1972.

As the first Democrat from San Mateo
County in 39 vears, he attracted notice
with some of his eve-catching investi-
gative sorties: having al-
ready taught school in
Watts and served eight
davs in Folsom prison, he
rushed off te Newfound-
land to denocunce the an-
nuzl seal-pup “harvest.”
Yet he was not so much
flambovant as headstrong,
“On issues,” savs Califor-
niz Rep. John Burton, “he
would take on anybody,
sometimes just for the
sake of taking them on.”

IEI o some of his wary colleagues, Rep.

Newsweek

Even though the Peo-
ples Temple stood out-
side his district, he took
it on at the behest of an
old friend whose son had
mysteriously died after
proposing to quit the cult.
San Francisco Examiner
reporter Tim Reiterman,
who had been following
the story closely, got per-
mission to accompany
Rvan, together with pho-
tographer Greg Robinson.

The San Francisco Chron-
icle asked him to mnlrp

AaULT aoatl il W dEnT

room for reporter Ron
Javers. Meanwhile, West
Coast free-lancer Gordon
Lindsay, who had been *
pursuing the story on .
his own, contacted NBC
and The Washington Post,
NBC’s “Today” show de-
cided to send him as a
consultant along with in-
vestigative reporter Don Harris and cam-
eraman Robert Brown, and the Post dis-
patched South America correspondent
Charles Krause.

There was a mutual convenience in
the suddenly swollen Ryan contingent.
For the reporters, the congressman’s
mission gave them entree to Jonestown.
For Ryan, his aides say, the presence of
reporters and TV cameras seemed to
provide insurance against possible vio-
lence. But inevitably the expedition hit
Jonestown likea hhmr]nrhnc: anm-h:-rc
began wandering around on their pwn,
asking hard questions. When tough-
minded fact-finder Don Harris handed
Jones aletter from cult members seeking
to leave, it was plainly provocative to a
man who seemed explosively primed for
provocation. In the violence that fol-
lowed, Ryan, Harris, 42, Brown, 36, and
Robinson, 27, were fatally shot; Krause,
Reiterman, Javers, NBC producer Rob-
ert Flick and sound man Steve Sung
survived {Lindsay had been barred from
entry into Jonestown).

After last week’s funerals for Ryan and

Newsrnen Harris, Brown, Robinson: Victims in a chancy venture

San Francisco Examinet

AF pholos

Ryan with seal: A reformer who went on scene

the slain newsmen, there was some ago-
nized reflection in San Francisco ecity
rooms and network studios. Said one
NBC staffer: “We had long talks about our
fault in sending Harris and Brown, We
believe we did the right thing. But the
toughest thing to face is the question,
would it have happened without a TV
camera?  Others argued that violence
was implicit in the Jonestown situation
and would have burstforth anyway. “Any
guy who's goingto hold suicide drills and
nn” a h'1crcrpr is anlncr to rln it whpﬂ'\nr
there are cameras roﬁlng or not,” said
ABC news producer Av Westin.

‘ACTION PEOPLE’

Ryan himselfwas not insensitive to the
dangers, but he followed his usual pen-
chant for investigating things firsthand,

“You have to put fear aside and do whai
you think is right,” he told Holsinger on
the eve of the trip. Holsinger recalls thai
when Ryan met Harris and his camera
crew, an immediate rapport deveioped

“They were action people,” he said. “You
could see the camaraderie forming.”
Harris, too, had been trou-
bled by the “gray area” of
conflicting reports out of
Jonestown. According to
co-workers, he was deter-
mined to get the answers,
But in sad retrospect, it
was as if the adventurous
group had been drawn to-
gether inexorably, for an

appointiment in Samarra,
—DAVID GELMAN with GERALD
C LUBENOW in San Frantisco,
BETSY CARTER i New York
and bureau reports



M B} e was a self-proclaimed messiah
E,I"ﬂ in a2 polyester suit, a man who
: played God from behind mysteri-
ous dark glasses that gave his followers
the impression that he was omniscient.
With Gantrvesque oratory and “mir-
acles” of healing that were pure medi-
cine-show hokum, he mesmerized his
flock and demanded fanatical loyaltty and
adoration. His appeal to the poor, the
biack and the troubled—and his ability
to deliver their votes and their support—
made him a friend of public figures. But
behind locked temple doors, he Aaunted
his power over people and forced them
to fulfil! his consuming needs for finan-
cial, egotistical and sexual gratification.

PARANOID ILLUSIONS

Jim Jones wanted to be many things: a
con man and a cult hero, a political force
in California and a dictator in his own
Utopia. But as his public and private
lives began to tear him apart and his
foulest paranoid illusions loomed as real-
ities, Jones reached out for the one
dream that probably dominated all his
actions. Godlike, he dealt out death.

Among grieving relatives of the dead,
embarrassed friends of Jones's in high
places and millions of horrified
orflookers. the search for answers
will go on long after the last bloat-
ed body has been counted. This
was no firebrand revolutionary,
hut 4 man who preached a nonvio-
lent socialist brand of love and
racial equality. This was not a
Manson, transforming the wound-
ed birds of soviety into deadly
weapons, but a leader whe told
voung neople who felt like “noth-

ing going nowhere” that they

54
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s: ‘Just look at

could “be someone” and do good. “He
had this soft, beautiful voice,” savs a
former member of his Peoples Temple.
In and out of the Temple, it was difficult
for many people to recognize the mon-
ster that was growing within the man
who could always smile and reassure
them: “Just call me Jim.”

Perhaps the story should begin with
the dream. Lynetta Jones was once a
voung anthropologist, working with
primitive tribes in Africa and trving to

dﬁr‘\'dﬂ between her careerand marn'nge.

Torn, she dreamed repeatedly of her
dead mother. Finally, from the far side of
a river, Lynetta’s mother called to her
that she would bear a son who would
right the wrongs of the world. Lynetta
accepted a proposal of marmiage. Her first
child was a boy. And she was convinced
that James Warren Jones was a messiah.

Jim was born in 1931 in Lynn, Ind., 2
hamlet of 800 about 70 miles east of
Indianapolis. His parents were white
and his father, James Thurmond jones,
was a member of the Ku Klux Klan.
Young Jim claimed that Lynetta was part
Cherckee, and would later refer to him-
self with pride as “an All-American mon-
grel.”” Jim’s father was in poor health and

Twisted love: The Temple sold souvenir lockets

died when he was young, The family +
poor, and Lynetta worked oceasiona
in a factory 20 milzs away, leaving |
son in the care of aneighbor. But Jim v
close enough to his mother to give 1
reason to keep believing in the drean

“Jim always had several animals ”
calls his cousin Barbara Shaffer. |
took in strays all over town. He befrier
ed everyone, animals and people.” Ly
etta Jones was thrilled by her son’s »
with animals. She saw it as a gift frc

Saint Francis,

SEEDS OF HORROR

Raised as a Methodist, Jim was fas
nated by pulpit oratory. "We nsed to pl
pretend-church,” savs Vera Price, w
plaved with him as a child. “He’d alw:
be the preacher, standing up maki
sermons.” Another neighbor savs tl
even when he was only 7, the boy wo
lace his speeches with calls for str
discipline. “He would have ten
twelve youngsters and put them throu
their paces,” recalls the neighbor, n
73. “He’d hit them with a stick and ma
them cry. He had a power that most be
don’t have.”

High-school classmates don’t rec
any such displavs of power. Th
say that Jones was popular but nc
leader. They noticed his growi
interest in religion, but ner
thought of him as a fanatic. Only
retrospect does anyone claim
have spotted seeds of the horror
come. '] had a hunch somethi
bad was going to happen to hir
says a middle-aged man in Lw
“Hewassmartasawhip. Buthek

some strange ideas. He never fit

with the town. He was different,

Newswe



1APPY SCHOOL Days

1937

JONES, JAMES WARREN. Academic
Senior Hi-Y, Jim's six syllable medical
astounds us all,
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Jones in’ grade school and higl
school, at a 1953 choir broadcas
and with the monkeys he sold ir
1954: His roots were Methodist ant
his childhood game was pretend
church—but one Indiana neighbo
saw ‘a power most boys don’t have

After graduating from Richmond High
School, 20 miles fram Lynn, Jones re-
quired ten vears of on-and-off studies
before teceiving his Bachelor of Arts
degree from Butler University. During
that decade, he worked part-time as a
hospital orderly and met and married
nurse Marceline Baldwin. He also be-
came pastor of a Methodist church in
Indianapolis, where his strong integra-
tionist views made him a target of bigots
who jeered him and even tossed dead
cats into his church.

Soon Jones decided that “‘there was no
love” in the Methodist Church. Disen-
chanted, he carried his message into a
church of his own, the Community Na-
tional Church. He also served briefly as
associate pastor of the Laure] Street Tab-
ernacle. But his belief that blacks should
be admitted there stirred up a furor on
the church board, and he became com-
mitted to the idea of his own liberal-
minded c¢hurch. To raise the money, he
sold pet monkeve door to door, at 829
each. When bigots knocked him off his
bicvele during his selling rounds, he
only grew more determined, By 1936, he
opened the doors of his new place of
worship on North New Jerseyv Street in
Indianapolis: the first Peoples Temple,

At that site and then at a former syna-
gopue on North Delaware Street, the
Temple seemed to flourish as a model of
integration and liberalism. A soup kitch-
en fed anvone who was hungny. An em-
plovment desk was staffed with volun-
teers who helped people to find jobs, A
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nursing home provided health care.
Jones and Marceline, parents of one boy
of their own, eventually adopted eight
children of varving racial backgrounds;
thev encouraged members of the racially
mixed congregation to follow their exam-
ple. In 1961, Indianapolis Mavor Charles
H. Boswell appointed jones as director
of the citv's Human Rights Commission.
As his mother’s dream had promised,
Jones seemed to be making at least a dent
in the wrongs of the world.

A CTDAMME OMWED
M I INATTOE T WYY R

But while he remained unshaken by
local bigots, Jones appeared vulnerable
to forces within his own mind. "I think
perhaps he started out to do something
good,” says the Rev. Raymond Bosler,
a retired Roman Catholic priest who
served with Jones on the Human Rights
Commission. “But he had a strange pow-
er over people, and that kind of power
tends to go to the head.”

Ross Case, 2 Disciple of Christ minis-
ter who worked with Jones for several
yvears, echoes that theme: “I've never
seen anvone relate to people the way he
could. He would build them up, con-
vince them that anyone as intelligent and
errim emibies ng dhamas saimeo avsrbid b Ao el
DPOUHSILIVE Al LHICY VI OIC UUalit LU U v Liatls
ever it was that he wanted them to do.”

Atabout that time, Joanes’s sense of his
own powers drove him toward Father
Divine, the famous black cult leader in
Philadelphia. He took a group of young
prople to visit Divine and returned with
some of Divine’s gospel songs, as well as

Indiahapolis Star photcs

the evangelist’s insistence on fierce per
sonal loyalty. Soon Jones instituted ar
interragation committee in the church tc
question anvone who dared to speal
against him. “He said everyhody ough
to love him,” says his former assaciate
minister, Thomas Dickson. “If the:
didn’t. he'd get awfully violent—no
physically, but verbally.” Adds forme
disciple Judy McNaulty: “I knew tha
was when he got his idea to play God
Not too long after that, I got out.”

Those who remained witnessed som
startling changes. The poor people’s so
cialist set up several corporations an
began flexing his capitalist muscle in th
real-estate market. Going over the ledg
ers of Jones's profitmaking Jim-Lu-Ma
Corp., one accountant chuckled that h
was glad the Internal Revenue Servic
couldn’t see the books. Later, when pw
chasing a building for one of his tw
nonprofit corporations, Jones coolly tol
his friend Case: “We'd better put thi
one under Christian Assemblies, be
cause Wings of Deliverance wan’t stan
investigation.”

Cynicism was also eroding the rel
gious beliefs of the young man who ha
once loved to play “pretend-church.

M \ P
o triad tn oot me ta ho a mminicts
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once,” recalls Edward Mueller of Ind
anapolis. “He said there was no easie
way to make it. Once he told me. Ju:
look at my hands. Theyv're not dirty”.”””
Mueller was put off by that approach, h
was even more distraught when his 7.
year-old mother tumed over $25,000 i

5



SPECIAL REPORT
cash and property to Jone . ? then
disirherited her son.

By 1961, Jones was going public with
_ his doubts. He confessed to his congre-
gation that he no longer believed in the
Virgin Birth—and demanded to know
who agreed with him. Only one hand
was raised—and that single ally was im-
mediately made a trusted aide to the
minister. During other sermons, Jones
began to rant against the Bible. His asso-
ciate Dickson recalls breaking away from
Jones after the pastor threw a Bible to the
floor and complained, “Too many people
are looking at this instead of me.” To the
consternation of his fundamentalist-style
flock, the man who had walked with
dignitv past segregationists who spat on
his adopted black child was now seen
spitting at the Bible.

Jones exhorting his flock: An awesome caricature of a Biblical God

As some followers becam. r--sy
about him, Jones himself grew res  s.
He said that he had a vision of 2 nuclear
holocaust, and he wanted to find a place
that would be safe from bombs as well as
bigots. He had read a magazine article
about the nine safest spots in the event of
nuclear war, and in April of 1962 he
moved his family to one of them—Belo
Horizonte, a Brazilian industrial city of
nearly 2 million people, about 250 miles
north of Rio de Janeiro.

MESSIANIC IMPULSES

In Brazil the dream seemed rekindled.
Jones and another American, Jack Beam,
threw open the doors of their large house
to the poor and the desperate, Jones took
out newspaper ads offering help to the
populace, and spent almost two years

doling out food, clothing and couns.
He aﬁ‘o used that period to stud
work of the fire-and-brimstone Bra
faith healer David Martins de Mis
who is known to his followers 4
“Envoy of the Messiah.” But Jc
own messianic impulses were nev
parent to neighbors, “He told us he
pastor,” said one. “But he n
preached racial harmony and in
tion. I wouldn’t say he had followe

Amid all the good works, how
there were hints that Jones was
pursued by darker forces. Iie w
paranoid about nuclear war, one r
bor says, “There were times whe
the sound of an airplane flying ove
would start him erying.” He also .
frequently of health problems. “H.
me that he had some sort of skin di
that had turned into cancer,” reca
torney Elza Reis Rocha. “He also ¢t
a lot about having been operated
some warts and moles on his nec]
big fear was cancer.”

In 1963, Jones visited Guyana,
he apparently had his first fleeting
of a remote utopian settlement. Th
mingled fears and dreams drove
north toward home and Indiana.

There his followers sensed st
other change. While his earlier ge
of power grabbing and apostas
been mercurial and sporadic, 1
turned in a purposeful mood—a m:
hurry. “If vou had money to donate
church, he would still grab vou ar
you,” says former disciple Wanda
son. “But if vou didn’t, he woulc
you. You weren’t welcome if vou
have any money.” His stay in Braz
seem.d to have heightened Jone:
for exagge:.tion. “He stretched -
thing,” says Johuse s “If he broug
people to the altar, he + -vid say
were twenty.”

LUSTFUL GIANT

Among intimates, his hyp
soared even higher. “You go o
preach me,” he told black assistar
ister Archie James, “and I'll bacl
with miracles.” Ross Case says thal
Jones returned from Brazil, “Jim
even a Christian.” But the conc
Christianity was very much witl
Jim Jones began telling friends t
himself was Jesus Christ.

In 1965, the messiah rushed onv
Redwood Valley, a hamlet near Ul
far northem California—an area
also deemed safe from nuclear hole
Only about 100 of the Indianapoli
ful followed him, and many left
services focused increasingly on J¢
God. But California proved
ground for the Peoples Temple. |
ally Jones built a new flock that pr
grew to several thousand—abou
fifth of his own inflated estimates.

Among the redwoods, God as
by Jim Jones emerged as an aw
caricature of the Biblical for
scorned—a wrathful, lustful giar
doled out unspeakable punist

56 Newsweek, December 4.
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along with his “miracles” and appe:
before various audiences in whatever
shining guise would serve his purpose.
To build a just society, he told his listen-
ers, people needed a living God rather
than a scriptural one. And Jones was
willing to resort to almost anything to
seize that role.

The “healings™ were strictly carnival
stuff. Whitie Freestone, who claims to
have been skeptical even while his wife
was following Jones west from Indiana,
offers an outline of a typical cure: *“Jim
had people go to a house and usc the
bathroom. They would look into the
medicine cabinet and find medicine for,
say, heart disease. Then they’d get this
person to come to the church, and Jim
would pick the guy out, scare him to
death, and say 'You've got heart trouble.”
Other times he would tell a person he
had cancer. Then they

wonuld send the mnerson
WOoUIG send e persen

to the bathroom—usually
Jim's wife would go, too—
and his wife would carry
back a towel with bloody
meat in it. Jim would hol-
ler, ‘Don’t get too close,
that’s cancer.” But I would
look right at it and you
know, it was the same
piece of meat every week.
I think the} kept it
refrigerated.”

Eventually Jones re-
fined the cancer act, com-
manding his top aides to
find a better prop. They
devised a mixture of chick-
en entrails and their own
blood. Thenthevleftitina
warm rtoom until it con-
gealed into a rancid and
apparently  convincing
mess, Jones also allowed
congregations to eaves-
drop on his conversations
with “spirts”—aides who
hid in crawl spaces in the
ceiling. Once he even
healed himself of a myste-
rious gunshot wound from an unseen sni-
per—and he displayed his bloody shirtin
a glass case like an icon. The stunts were
often orchestrated to suit the audiences.
Theelderly blacks who formed a majority
of his followers usually witnessed old-
fashioned tent-revival-stvle cures, for ex-
ample, and visiting radical celebrities
might be treated to a seance with the soul
of sainted labor leader Joe Hill.

ELITF ALSLIFA AL
INIiRANMURAL

Jones was just as meticulous in struc-
turing his congregation. The paranoia
that was his constant companion was also
his weapon; he forged lovalty by con-
vincing many members that without him
they would be killed or imprisoned by
the Ku Klux Klan, the CIA or any number
of free-8oating forces of evil. But as an
extra safeguard, he encouraged intramu-

ral terror. Members were encouraged to

in r.r.r-n\ Ot snouses are "nlr‘rnn w l'l(\ trans-
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gressed, and his supposedly classless
society was set up according to a rigid
and unforgiving hierarchy.

Closest to Jones were a dozen or more
“Angels,” who handled Temple §-
nances, acted as advance men when he
approached public officials and meted
out vengeance and punishment--per-
haps including the ambush of Rep. Leo
Ryan and his party. The second echelon,
the Temple Planning Commission, was
assigned many day-to-day chores such as
organizing bus pilgrimages to San Fran-
cisco and Los Angeles and enforcing
petty rules. But when Jones called for
acquisitions of members’ property, se-

vere public paddlings or the serving of

fake poison in suicide-practice rituals, he
usnally called on the Angels.

He also called on them for sex. Jones’s
sexual selfimage was as tormented and

Klan skit at Peoples Temple: For blacks, a theater of fear

exaggerated as his religious one. Night
after night he would harangue his follow-
ers about the “curse” of his huge penis,
which he said made women plead con-
stzmtly for his attentions To make that
pamcuuu' gcspu come true, Jones re-
quired every woman who was close to
him to have sex with him regularl

ten that idea was instilled earFy in cflurch
training. “Once ]Jim handed out a ques-
tionnaire that asked, ‘Do you fantasize
about “Father” sexually’,” says former
member Sandy Rozvnko Milis, 19, who
left the Temple three vears ago. “"Here I
was 14 vears old and I was thinking,
‘What ... ? But we all knew we were
supoosed to sav yes, so I said yes.

]ones was also intrigued by homosex-
uality. “He'd say that everybody else in
the Temple was gay and he was the only
heterosexunal,” savs Mills. “And we
didn’t question it. If Father said we were
homosexual, then we must have been

SPECIAL REPORT

omosexual.” Straight or not, Jones also
aad several male Jovers. But sex with
males was used as a tactic to control,
humiliate or blackmail them. Often he
would require a‘male follower to engage
in sex with him and call in some female
member to observe or photograph the
act. “He'd explain,” says Mills, “‘that the
only reason he went to bed with anyone
was to help the cause.”

CSTWVIEAL A

SEXUAL BOASTS

The contradictions in Jones's sex life
were as blatant as those in his theology.
On his organizational charts he was
listed as the “main body,” and he took
the term literally. Evervone in the cult
was expected to recognize “Father” as
the only meaningful source of guidance,
discipline—and sex. Jones also took
pleasure im rising above his own rules.

While underlings were

heaten far hamncaynual

acts, Jones would arro-
gantly #faunt his own
such behavior.

Like his crowd esti-
mates at servtces howev-
CI, Illb sex’ual DOdS[S may
have beenexaggerated: he
once told his attorney
Charles Garry that he had
had sex sixteen times in
one day—with fourteen
women and two men. For
all his posturing Jones had
a scared and secret side.
Five years ago, he was ar-
rested for making a lewd
advance to an undercover
cop in a Los Angeles adult
theater.

Charges were
dropped because of insuf-
ficient evidence.

The sexual theme was
central to the survival of
the Terple. Young wom-
en with posters of movie
stars were forced to re-

- place them with huge por-
traits of Jones. Parents

T were I'Pﬂl\'l"ﬂl’] fn pfﬁ\!ﬂ

their love for their leader by signing
away not only théir possessions but their
children; some signed bogus confessions
claiming that they had hidecusly molest-
ed their kids In the Temple no love
counted but love of Juu JUJ‘IES Those
who experienced such twisted love
would not leave and expose his secrets.
The rest, Jones hoped, could not leave—
out of shame and terror of the photo-
graphs and documents they would have
to ieave behind.

While old members hesitated to de-
part, new members kept joining. In 1971,
Jones purchased new temples in San
Francisco's Fillmore district and in Los
Angeles. To create the impression of vast
local followings, he required hundreds
of members toride a fleet of eleven buses
to his sermons at the distant temples.
The groups traveled in the overcrowded
vehicles—with children often sleeping
on overhead racks and some members



riding for hours in airless luggage com-
partments—while Jones alone enjoyed a
private compartment at the rear of his
bus. Perhaps the enormity of Jones's
public mirage can best be shown by the
juxtaposition of those nightmarish all-
nightrides against a state assemblyman’s
gushing tribute: “Anvtime you wanted a
crowd, vou called }im.”

But the public acclaim of Joneswas all
toc genuine. His people earned much of
it by establishing effective drug-reha-
bilitation programs, clinics and nursing
homes—although much of the state fund-
ing for the latter appears to have sugport-
ed Jones rather than elderly patients.
Jones also had a keen sense of public
relations. He contributed money to local
police forces and to newspapers in “'de-
fense of the free press”—and received
kid-glove treatment in return from both
sources. Above all, when a solid liberal
politician needed telephone volunteers,
enthusiastic crowds or a few hundred
crucial votes, Jim Jones was the man who
could deliver.

CELEBRITY STATUS

Jones’s clout was strikingly illustrat-
ed in 1975, when he delivered a bloc
of votes that helped liberal Democrat
George Moscone to edge a conservative
rival in a tough San Francisco mayoral-
tv race. The grateful Moscone offered
Jones a seat on his city’s Human Rights
Commission. Jones thought the reward
wasn’t good enough, or so it's said, and
turned it down. Then he was made chair-
man of the Housing Authority. He soon
turned that fairly routine position into
his kind of podium, packing meetings
with his supporters and basking in their
adulation when he solved what he de-
~cribed as crises.

Such bizarre scenes failed to trouble
many politicians. In addition to Mayor
AMoscone. Temple visitors included San

60

Jones with Rosalynn Carter during the 1976
campaign: A polite note from the White House

Francisco District Attorney Joe Freitas,
Assemblyman Willie Brown and Gov.
Jerry Brown. When Walter Mondale
campaigned for the Vice Presidency in
1976, Jones was invited aboard his plane.
When Rosalynn Carter appeared, Jones
helped gather one of her largest cam-
paign crowds—and dined with her later
at the Stanford Court Hotel.

Ironically, it was his sudden celebrity
status that led to Jones’s ruin. Apart from
an occasional appreciative feature about
one of his community projects, the press
had largely ignored him until he began to
wield political power. But in late 1976, a
San Francisco Chronicle reporter, Mar-
shal! Kilduff, proposed a probe behind
the locked doors of the Temple. His city
editor, who had been befriended and
frequently praised by Jones, vetoed the
idea. So Kilduff tock the story to New
West. A few months later, Kilduff and
magazine staffer Phil Tracy were ready
with a piece guoting ten Temple defec-
tors about the beatings and misuse of
funds under Jones. As publication
neared, New West editors learned even
more about Jones’s influence: they re-
ceived protest letters from advertisers,
politicians and even the American Civil
Liberties Union. “Can you believe it?”
says Kilduff. “He had the ACLU trying to
kill 2 news story.”

When his pressure tactics failed to
squelch what he knew would be a devas-
tating piece, Jim Jones prepared to move
on again, this time to his leased tract of
27,000 acres in Guyana. As usual, he
built his travel plans on paranoia. Black
followers were wamed that ifthey stayed
behind they would be put in American
concentration camps. Whites were told
they were on a CIA “enemies” list. And
always, there was the threat of blackmail
and violent reprisal against defectors.
Finally, with the New West piece due on
the stands within weeks, Jones slipped

s e wrssam remme wres s

out of California and went
to Guyvana. “I'm not run-
ning away,” he told a
friend. “I’'ll be back.” But
he never intended to re-
turn. And when the Aug.
1, 1977, edition of New
West appeared, it was
clear why.

In the aftermath of that
article, more defectors ap-
peared. One, Gwen John-
son, told The Indianapolis
Star of beatings of children
as young as four inonths
old. In California, oth.
ers recalled that Jones
had watched such punish.
ments with a bemused
smile. He was discredited,
and his temples became
little more than supply de-
pots for those who wanted
to follow him to his Guy-
ana settlement. And, in
credibly, 800-odd souls
were ready to do just that.

The ultimately tragic
exodus began shortly after the article was
published, as busloads of believer:
erossed the country to Miami and flew or
to their promised land. They found -
hothouse where the evils of the Califor
nia temples grew like jungle weeds. A
the same time, Jones's own heaith was
unraveling. His Inngs were racked with 2
fungus infection. A prostate conditior
rendered him.unable to urinate, and he
had to be catheterized. His blood pres
sure soared and his temperature rangec
between 101 and 103, as aides tried c%es
perately to hold it down by packing thei
leader in ice. Jones was sometimes ram
bling and incoherent; at other times hi
was sullen and almost comatose. The
“Living God” was subsisting on risin
dosages of drugs—and staring wild-eyet
at the specter of death.

PARADISE LOST

It arrived in the form of Ryan and hi
media entourage. Jones sat heiplessl
through the-visit. Then came the airstri
assassinations. Now Jones's most gro
tesque fears had come true, and th
world would know of his secrets. He fel
surrounded by real and imagined in
quisitors—the media, the CIA, the defec
tors in his midst. His $10 million fortun
was useless to him now. So were hi
former friends in high places and hi
powers over his flock. Paradise was
hideous trap. There was only one exit.

Lynetta Jones had died a vear earlie
but perhaps in his last moments her so
believed that he could speak to a spir
who wasn’t secreted in a ceiling. Ju
before he put a bullet through his heac
Jim Jones cried out to his mother.
could have heen the fina]l hopele:
shriek of the dream messiah who ha
long ago lost his way.

—PETE AXTHELM with GERALD C. LUBENOW, MICHA]

REESE and UINDA WALTERS i San Francisco, SY
VYESTER MONROE in indianapohs and bureau reports

Newsweek, December 4. 197
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one screamed. Jones ordered his medical
team to bring out “the potion,” a battered tub
of strawberry Flavour-aide, laced with tran-
quilizers and cyanide. “Bring the babies
first,”” he commanded.

At the fringes of the huge crowd, armed

December 4. 1978

il

Photographs for NEWSWEEK by Frank Johnston—The Washington Post

R e L

guards fingered guns and bows and arrows.
Some families edged forward voluntarily. Oth-
ers held their ground. The guards moved in,
grabbing babies from recalcitrant mothers and
holding them up to let “nurses” spray the poi-
son down their throats with hypodermics. A

39
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Drinking the poisoned Flavour-aide: ‘Bring the babies first’

man shoved a gun into the ribs of Rauletter Paul, who was
clutchmg her year-old son, Robert Jr."You dumb | bitch,” he
shouted. “You better do it or we're going to shoot your ass
off.” Tears streaming down her face, she shot the poison into
the baby’s mouth, and he immediately began to scream and
go into convulsions.

Many walked willingly up to the paison vat and took away
their cups of Flavour-aide. “We'll all fall tonight,” said one,
“buthe’ll raise us tomorrow.” One old man resisted violently;
he was thrown to the ground, his jaws were pulled open, and a
cupful of poison was poured down his throat. “It is tme to die
with dignity,” said Jones on the loudspeaker.

‘MOTHER! MOTHERY'

After they had drunk their potions, members of the Peoples
Temple were led away by the armed guards and told to lie in
rows, face down. Family groups often held hands or em-
braced W:thm minutes, they began to » gasp and retch. Blood
flowed from their mouths and noses. On his raised chair on
the pavilion stage, Jones kept saving, “'I tried. I tried. I tried.”
Then he c¢ried “Mother! Mother!”” Finally, there was a shot.
Jones toppled over backward, a bullet hole in his head. And a
terrible silence began to settle over the camp deep in the
South American jungles of Guvana,

The apocalvptic end of Reverend Jones and his Peoples
Temple last week was a tragedy that strained all comprehen-
sion. The camage in Jonestown conjured up comparisons
with the Zealots of Masada, who killed each other rather than
surrender to Rome in A.D. 73, and the 1,000 Japanese
civilians who hurled themselves from a cliff in Saipan as
American troops took control of the island during World War
11. But in this case it was not the passions of war that had

40 lllustrations for NEwSwWEEK by Stan Hunter

prompted the self-slaughter, but rather the paranoid fantasie
of a single leader. Somehow, in Jones’s twisted reason, a fac
finding mission by U.8. Congressman Leo Ryan became
mortal collision that left more than 900 people—Jones’
followers, newsmen, Ryan and Jones himself—dead.
Exnlanabons for the disaster could be drawn onlv from th

_murky pathology of madness and mass indoctrination. Jir

Jones, 47, was a self-appointed messiah with a vision of
socialist paradise on earth and a lust for dominion over hi
fellow man (page 54). He attracted hundreds of fanati
followers, whose fierce lovalty and slavish work on his behal

cmfn’il{nr’ .-.F f"na necvohalaoirz] dicintooratinn that ancnmrs
MaCTxea O FEYCOTICEIGA: QISINKET]RUGhn uial altléinge

nies brainwashing (page 72). His success, and its awfu
consequences, posed disturbing questions about the flourist
ing of cults that has given the U.S, everything from saffror
robed devotees of Lord Krishna to the weird regimen an
ugly threats of Synanon (page 78). It was as if all the zan
strains of do-it- -yOursenl TELiEiGi'l and pEi‘SOﬁaxify~CﬁH salvi
tion that have built up in America had suddenly erupted wit
ghastly force. And to add a touch of the macabre to the tragic
the scene was a faraway jungle outpost where corpses bloate
under the tropical sun and the pile of bodies was so thick th:
the original count turmed out to be too Jow by half.

The heart-oi-darkness tragedy at Jonestown actuaily bega
in San Francisco eighteen months ago when Rvan receive
some bad news from an old friend named Sam Houston, an A
photographer. Houston’s son Bob, 31, had been found deas
his body mangled, in the railroad yard where he worked. Th
day before, Houston told Ryvan, Bob said he planned to qu
the Peoples Temple. The police didn’t know whether the
were dealing with an accident or a murder.

Newswee
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Shaken, Ryan vowed to keep an eye on the
Peoples Temple and he hired a special staff
investigator. Over the next several months,
parents and friends of Jonestown commune
members told him that Jones was keeping his
followers prisoners in Guyana. A former Jones
bodyguard said Jones practiced physical and
psychological torture regularly. Tim and
Grace Stoen, two dissident communards,
claimed Jones was holding their 6-year-old son hostage in
Jonestown. And last spring, Debbie Blakey, the colony's
financial secretary, fed Guyana with the most chilling
report of all: Jones was collecting $65,000 a month in social-
security checks due elderly communards-—and running
regular mass-suicide drills.

STAFF WARNINGS

Other sources, however, said Jonestown was a counter-
culture paradise. Jones’s attorney, Charles Garry, a San
Francisco radical who had numbered Huey Newton and
Angela Davis among his clients, called the colony “a jewel
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The vat of poison, Jones in life and
death and his throne: A self-appoint-
ed messiah with a socialist vision

that the whole world should see.” Last sum-
mer, Ryan resolved to see it for himself, de-
spite warnings from his staff. “He knew it was
relatively dangerous,” Ryan's daughter, Pat,
25, said last week.

On Nov. 1, Ryan sent Jones a telegram. “Tam

Gres Robloson € 1978, San Francico Exsminer  MoOSt interested in a visit to Jonestown and

would appreciate whatever courtesies you can extend,” he
wired. On Nov. 6, areply arrived from lawyer Mark Lane, best
known for challenging the Warren Commission’s report on
the John F. Kennedy assassination. Jones had hired Lane to
collect evidence proving that intelligence agents were infil-
trating and harassing Jonestown. Lane wrote Ryan that if the
congressman staged a “witch hunt” in Guyana, Jones might
embarrass the U.S. by fleeing to “two anonymous countries”
(apparently the Soviet Union and Cuba) that were willing to
offer him refuge.

Ryan decided to go ahead with his trip, and he welvomed
reporters who asked to go along. “"He felt the press was his



ington Post assigned its Sou.
, Churles Krause, The San Francisco wxaminer sent reporter
Tim Reiterman and photographer Greg Robinson and The
San Francisco Chronicle sent reporter Ron Javers, NBC
News assigned reporter Don Harris and cameraman Bob
Brown—both news veterans of Vietnam. “We all assumed
they would be pretty safe—since no one would kill a con-
gressman,” said West Coast producer Steve Friedman of
NBC’'s “Today” show.
Not all the members of Ryvan's party shared the same

best protection,” said Joe Holsi

M ost of them were lving face down
on the lawns near the banana
bushes outside the pavilion. Husbands
and wives were arm in arm. One man
clutched his dead dog to his chest,
Children, who only hours before they
died were playving on the nearby
swings, cuddled next to their parents.
Some of the victims wore their best
clothes, probably because of Rep. Leo
Ryvan's visit. A few showed the awfyl
suffering of their last few moments of
life, the five minutes or so while the
cvanide was taking its effect. Their
faces were twisted into violent contor-
tions, and matted blood was smeared

vnr thom nfier it hod ctranmead fenm

G\'LJ LAV IR QUAWLCL AL M0 DU GLRIL L ARVFRLY
their noses and mouths. It was the most
gruesome sight I have ever seen.

I had flown out of Guvana’s capital of
Georgetown, heading to Jim Jones’s
commune, in the same single-engine
Cessna that members of Rvan’s party
had taken. The bullet holes in the front
passenger door had not yet been re-
paired, and the back of one seat was still
smeared with the blood of one of the
victims. We landed at Port Kaituma,
where the second plane caught in the
shoot-out, a Guyana Airways green and
vellow twin-engine Otter, had notbeen
moved; its left tire was still flat, punc-
tured by bullets.

We made the final stage of the trip by
helicopter. From the air, Jonestown
looked like a patchwork quilt: scattered
blotches of brilliant reds and vellows
and blues, slivers of green and silver,
a border of brown. The
chopperbeganits descent,
and the scene changed.
It now resembled some-
thing Jike the midway ata
county fair, with colorfully
dressed revelers appar-
ently shoving their way
forward to see the attrac-
tions in the main tent.
Even up close, it seemed
surrealistic, perhaps the
set of & Hollvwood movie
afier a fierce battle scene,

- a Ryan aide. The Wash-

werica correspondent

By Chris J. Harper

Harper

comfortable
aide Jackie . .

I spent nearly two hours in
Jonestown. It was a steamy,
muggy tropical day. The shim-
mering heat and the stench from
about 900 decaving corpses al-
most overcame me. I devised a
makeshift face mask out of a
scrap of chamois, then began to
walk toward the pavilion where
most of the bodies lay., Many
were not recognizable as hu-
man corpses; they had bal-
looned to nearly twice their
size and resembled some sort of
gratesque dolls.

A POISONED FIELD

Amid all the death, I saw oc-
casional, pathetic signs of life.
But it was not human life. Two
parrots gazed at the bodies from
atop a fence. In the classroom of
the commune’s school, 1 came
across a bowl of tropical fish.
And in a nearby field, a scrawny
golden-brown mongrel dog was
sniffing, obviously searching for
food. There was a sign in the
field that read: “Danger. Insec-
ticide, Poison.” I have had a dog
for eight yvears, and I ran up to this mutt
and shooed him out of the field. There
was no reason, I thought, that anything
else should die at Jonestown. But I
knew that once [ left, the dog would be
back in the poisoned field—and that it
too would probably die.

The day that 1 was in Jonestown—
last Tuesday—the Ameri-
can soldiers who would
later remove the bodies
for shipment back to the
U.S. had not yet arrived. A
towering, 6-foot 3-inch
man with a bandolier
Puncho Villa style, greet-
ed me cordially as I
jumped out of the helicap-
ter. But he and the other
200 Guyanese
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wmption. In Washington, Rvan’s legislati
who was also making the trip, wrote ou
will addressed to uer parents. Speier, 28, also made sure t}
Ryan's own will was in order. The day before the trip, s
tucked the two wills into envelopes and left them in her de:
Then she packed her bags. In Los Angeles, Bob Brown to
his wife, Connie, and adopted Vietnamese daughter, Xi
that he was having frightening premonitions. The day he s
off, he had breakiast with a friend. “Goodbye,” he said.
won’t see you again.”
On Nov. 14, the entire group flew to Georgetown (po
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Sentinels: Amid the death, some signs of

kept away from the sights and smel]
the corpses. They sat on the porche
the cottages farthest from the pavil
One of them had picked up a crossl
and a pack of arrows—part of the a
nal maintained by Jonestown’s secu
forces—and was idly shooting arr
into the distance. It was one way to]
the time. One soldier patiently wal
with me through the field, explair
that these plants were banana t
those were “eddoes.”

“What are eddoes?’ I asked. “Sc
thing like potatoes,” he answered.

A PERVASIVE STENCH

The soldier was polite, helpful, e
to tell me what he knew. But he we
not go near the bodies, and net
would a third soldier I tried to tall
He concentrated on ignoring ev
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ulation: 164,000}, the sleepy, tin-roofe. . alof Guyana. For
atime. it looked as if Rvan might get no1..her. On Wednes-
dayv, he began to dicker for permission to enter Jonestown, a
900-acre enclave carved out of thick jungles 150 miles north-
west of Georgetown, His contact was Sharon Amos, one of the
commune’s public-relations people who presented her un-
welcome guestwith longscrolls bearing the signatures of hun-
dreds of Jonestowners. They read coldly, “Many of us have
been visited by friends and relatives. However, we have not
invited, nor do we care to see, Congressman Ryan.” Word
came that Jones wasilland wouldn't talk. But Rvan decided he

SPECIAL REPORT

wouldgotoJone: . hether Jonés gave permission or not.

Then, Lane and Ga. _ fiew in to break up the impasse. The
two Jawyers, who openly spoke of the commune’s commit-
ment to integration and egalitarian values, radioed Jones.
“You have two alternatives,” Garry told Jones. “You can tell
the Congress of the United States, the press and the relatives
to go —- themselves. If you do that, it's the end of the ball
game. The other alternative is to let them in—and prove to the
world that these people criticizing you are crazy.”

When Garry and Lane promised to escort the party an:
make sure that things ran smoothly, Jones finally gave in. Th-
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Victims: Qutside Jonestown’s pavilion, members of a family cling to each other in death

fragrant nut in a handkerchief, and
stared sullenly ahead, breathing the
aroma deeply as if it could eliminate
the stench that pervaded the camp,

I walked back to the pavilion, and
went inside. About 50 corpses lay fac-
ing the stage where Jim Jones had
transfixed his congregation with his
messianic mix of religion and hatred. It
was as if the dead were still worshiping
Jones. The cult leader’s body lay where
it had fallen. He was dressed in a red
dashiki and light-colored pants. He had
tumbled off the dais on which his
“throne” sat and he lay sprawled on his
back, the fatal gunshot wound plainly
vitible ir: his head. 1 saw the woefully
inapt quotations from Santayana and
the Bible: " Those who cannot remem-
ber the past are condemned to repeat
it.” “Where the spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty,” “All that believed

were together, and had all things com-
mon.” For the believers who flocked to
the Jonestown commune, what they
had in comnmon was death.

A BAG OF DRUGS

Finally, I went into Jonestown’s in-
ner sanctum, the cottage where Jim
Jones had lived. An arrav of boots,
adults’ and children’s, was meticulous-
ly lined up on a rack, but the rest of the
cottage was a shambles. The porch was
littered with heaps of letters written by
the communards, letters in which they
spoke glowingly of Jones and of the
Peoples Temple—and admitted their
own shortcomings. There was a piti-
able quality to them: the handwriting
was infantile, the words misspelled as
often as not, the phrasing banal. Amid
the rubble, there was a large plastic
bag. I poked into it. It was filled with

drugs: Thorazine, Darvon, Pentothal,
Valium.

There were more corpses in the
Jones cottage. Twelve commune mem-
bers—including several of the camp’s
privileged elite—had carried their
doses of poison in a bread pan and a
small metal pail into the house. They
drank it there and died there. Jones's
mistress, Maria Katsaris, lay on a bed,
her once attractive face discolored and
stained with blood. A family—a man, a
waoman, a babv—clung to each other on
a second bed, and four more victims lay
on the floor. A pail of poison was next to
the corpses, and a small black and
white kitten was crawling among the
bedies, whining. And on walls of the
bedroom were a smattering of crayon
drawings—simple stick figures—done
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b:\’ several of the commune’s children. |
turned and walked away.
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two Jawvers made a dash for the ort
and caught up with Ryan. His pa. aad
baliooned to nineteen members includ-
ing nine newsmen and four relatives of
commune members. At 3 p.m., their
Twin Otter took off for Port Kaituma, a
small fishing village with a landing strip
nestled in thick jungles 6 miles north of
Jonestown. When they landed one
hour later, they were greeted by an
angry group of Jonestowners, in-
cluding one man with a2 gun. After
some more bargaining, Ryvan’s group
finally boarded a dump truck for the
hour drive to Jonestown on a twist-
ing dirt road bordered with dense
jungle brush.

The scene at Jonestown was sur-
prisingly pleasant. They found chil-
drenon swingsinasmall playground

Mites

Guyanese national anthem—and a ch
rus of **America the Beautiful.”

Jones then threw a two-hour soul r
view for his guests. There was an eigt
man band—made up of electric guita;
drums and saxophones, Old women sa
old-fashioned blues. Younger commu
ards wailed mordem sou! and rock song
Ryan interviewed 40 commune mer
bers as the show went on. Finally, Ry:
stood up, took a mike and said, 1 can te
you right now that by the few convers
tions I've had with some of the folks he
already this evening that . .. there a
some people who believe this is the be
thing that ever happened in their who
lives.” The crowd cheered for near

twenty minutes.

BAD VIBES

If the good vibes were thunderot

and cheery communards baking .

bread and doing laundry. Commune
members trotted alongside the guests, smiling and asking
polite questions. Jones's wife, Marceline, led the welcoming
delegation. “You must be hungry,” she said. “The food is
waiting at the pavilion.” She led the party to abuilding witha
corrugated-tin roof and open walls, where Jones, perspiring
and looking ill, was waiting. He sat down with Ryan and the
others to a dinner of smoked pork, eddoes {a root vegetable),
coffee and tarts. The commune’s small band broke into the

BAR WHERE
SOME WOUNDED ..

SPENT NIiGHT

GUYANESE
SOLDIERS ..
GUARDING OLD
AIRPLANE

JUNGLE

S . it
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TENT WHERE hY TWO PASSENGERS IN CESSNA
SOME WOUNDED s WOUNDED BY GUNMAN
SPENT NIGHT \\ FROM COMMUNE
.
.--.-.-
PORT KAITUMA N
LANDING STRIP ~~.

Greg Hobitnaon € 1878, San Franclico Examiner

Ryan after knife attack,
the dead at Port Kaituma

44 Newsweek
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Susan Johnsion

they soon began to appear a bit suspe
to Ryan and the newsmen. At one point, the congressm.
noticed that all of the commune’s elderly white membe
were mechanically clapping and swaying to the beat of t
throbbing soul music. “Look at that man’s face, just look
his face,” Ryan said to the Post’s Krause, pointing out Tc
Kice Sr., a middle-aged white in a gray crew cut who w
bobbing about with glazed eyes. But when reporte
edged out into the crowd to ask a few questions, mc
Tb Ohlsion—Newsweek
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‘! GUNMEN OPEN FIREON A

BOARDING AIRPLANE

Tim Reiterman & 1876, San Francisco Ezaminer
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of the communards gingerly moved away.

Krause had been sitting next to Jor He re-
called that Grace Stoenhad told himthat yuneswas
vain and power hungry despite all his protesta-
tions of humilitv~—and that he filled out his side-
burns with eve liner. Krause looked clasely. "It
was true,” he reported to the Post later. Jones
suddenly explodedinrage atone ofthe newsmen’s
questions: “Threat of extinction! I wish I wasn’t
born attimes. 1understand love and hate. They are

v elose.” And w r ey
very close.” And when newsmen pressed him on

the reports of physical punishments in the camp,
he shouted, “I do notbelieve in violence. . . I hate
power. Lhate money . . . Alllwantis peace. I'mnot
worried about my image. It we could just stop it,
stop this fighting. But if we don’t, I don't know
what's going to happen to 1,200 lives here.”

OVERNIGHTING AT THE BAR

At 10 p.m., the entertainment ended. One of
Jones's lieutenants told Jones that the reporters
had secured lodgings in Port Kaituma and would
be driven there for the night. The reporters had
made no such arrangement; some argued that
they wanted to stay overnight to get a better fix on
living conditions in the commune. “Get them out
of here. I will not have them staving here over-
night” Jones whispered to his wife. The news-
men and the relatives were driven to the Week-

end Bar, a tiny nightspot in Port Kaituma. They §g e S or ot Jiare e

persuaded the owner to let them sleep on the
living-room floor of his house nearby. A local cop
told the newsmen that the Jonestowners had at
least ane gun, an automatic rifle, registered with the Guyan-
ese authorities.

Ryan, Speier, Lane, Garry and two others were allowed to
spend the night in Jonestown. Lane went ta bed early. Garry
staved up into the night, discussing the day's events with
Jones, who was in good spirits. His 103-degree fever had
vanished and he seemed in control. A red-letter day, Garry
told him. Rvan had been impressed—things were going well.

Jones also seemed cheerful the next morning. Ryvan and the
other overnight guests were given a hearty breakfast of pan-
cakes and bacon. The dump truck went into Port Kaituma to
bring back the newsmen. Then the atmosphere began to sour.
Krause discovered four bamlike buildings that tumed out to
be dormitories. When he attempted to get into one of them—
Jane Pittman Place—he was turned away. The newsmen
protested. After Gamry and Lane prevailed on the commune’s
leaders to let the reporters in, they discovered about five
dozen elderly communards jammed into a small room with

Sty pulling a knife on Ryan: ‘Does this change everything?’

D Al il Wil

leng lines of bunk beds. “It was like a slave ship,” said Lane.

Things took a turn for the worse when Jones agreed to sit for
aninterview with Harris. For 45 minutes, he sat stonily under
the eve of Bob Brown’s mini-camera'while Harris peppered
him with hard questions about weapons, drugs and ccrporal
punishment. Finally Harris asked aboul ilie gun the news-
men had heard about the night befare. ‘A boldfaced lie,” said
Jones. Then Harris showed him a crumpled note from a
eommunard who had asked Harris for help in leaving Jones-
town. Jones's eyes narrowed slightly and his voice tightened.
“People play games, friend,” he said icily. “They lie. What
can I do with liars? Are you people going to leave us? I just
getout

beg you, please leave us . . | Anybody that wants to can
of here . .. They come and go all the time.”

The possibility of real defections seemed to have rattled
Jones badly. After the interview, Rvan told him, “Jim,
there’s a family of six here that wants to leave.” Jones grew
furious. “I feel betrayed,” he shouted. “It never stops.” “He

Gunmen jump from the tractor-trailer at the airport: A point-blank fusilfade at Ryan, Harris and Robinson




just freaked out,” said Garry.
“It was as if all hell broke
loose.” When Jones begun to
rant about liars and traitors,
Garry stepped in quickly to
calm him. “Let them go,” he
told Jones. “Who gives a shit if
six leave or 60? It won’t change
what you've done here.” Jones
mumbled that he had been
stabbed in the back. Garry grew
more and more worried. I just
wanted to get out of there,” he
recalled.

At 3 p.m. Saturday, Ryan was
summoned to the pavilion. An
American Indian named Al Si-

mon wanted tg Jeave with his
three children; Simon’s wife re-

fused to let the children go.
Garry and Lane persuaded the
parents to let a court decide the
matter. Ryan then assured Jones
that he w ould not call a Con-

nnnnnnnnn bk

gu:::luunl IMVESUgauon when
he retumed home. He had just
thanked Lane and Garry for
making the trip possible. With no warning, a Jones lieuten-
ant named Don Sly grabbed him around the throat and put a
B-inch fishing knife to his chest. “Congressman Ryan, you
are a mother—er,” 8ly yelled. Garry and Lane grappled
with Sly; Ryan fell free; Sly’s hand was cut; blood splattered
on Ryan's shirt. Jones stood watching. “Does this change
everything? he asked. “It doesn’t change everything,” said
Ryan. “‘But it changes things.”

TUIG 18 WELDY
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With Rvan finally aboard, the commune dump truck set off
for Port Kaituma at 3:15. Near the airstrip, the entire family of
Gerrv Purks caught up with the truck and begged to be taken
along. Parks, his wife, Patty, his brother, Dale, their mother
and two children had arrived in Jonestown last spring. Parks
had buttonholed the congressman earlier and whispered,
“We gotta get outta here, this is hell.” But his wife had
refused to leave—until she saw the commune’s security
forces hauling out a stash of automatic weapons. “They
started getting out the big stuff and she finally knew it was
coming down on us,” said Parks.

Another, more sinister latecomer also joined Ryan’s party:
L]arm Lavton, 32. a thin, blond, white man who had been one
of Jones's close Tollowers. “He’s not really going,” objected
Dale Parks. ““This is a plot—something is going to happen.”
The plea was dismissed, but it was prophetic. After the dump

truck left the commune. Tones summoned Lane. He told him
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that other communards were also bound for the airstrip. “This
is terrible, terrible, terrible,” he said. “There are things you
don’t know. Those men who left a little while ago to go into
the city are not going there. They love me and they may do
something that v»ill reﬁect badly on me. They’re going to
shoot at the people and u1t:1r plane. The way Larry hugged
me, a cold hug, told me.’

At about 4:30 p.m., the Ryan entourage arrived at the Port
Kaituma dirt airstrip. At about the same time, a white Cessna
six-seater touched down and ten minutes later, a nineteen-
seat, twin-engine Otter landed. The planes did not have
enough seats for alt the members of Ryan's party. He had
promised to take all the defectors out first and they crowded
nervously forward. “The congressman said I could go on the
first plane,” grumped Layton as the Otter began to load. He
discreetly made for the Cessna when Ryan personally started
frisking the passengers boarding the Otter.

The two planes began to warm up their engines. Aboard the
Cessna, Lavton suddenly whipped out a pistol and fired three
shots, wounding two of the other commune defectors aboard
the plune. Then his gun jammed. Dale Parks and Vernon

30

Suspects: Cult members Mike Prokes and Tim Carter while in custody

Gosney wrestled the gun from his hands. Layton jumped fron
the plane and fled.

At the same moment, Harold Cordell, another of the
commune defectors, looked out of the window of the Gtte
and saw a Jonestown tractor pulling a trailer onto the
runway. Men armed with automatic pistols, semi-automati
riles and shotguns suddenly stood up in the trailer
Gerry Parks also saw the trailer. “Now we're going
to get it,”” Parks thought.
His wife, Patty, stood
in the Otter’s doorway.
Shots snapped out, her
head shattered and blood
and brain tissue splashed
into Cordell’s lap. Tom
and Tina Bogue, chil-
dren of dissident Jones-
towners, sprinted to the
Otter’s door. Both were
wounded in a new hail of
gunfire but they managed
to slam the door shut.
“If those children hadn't
shut that door,” said their
mother, Edith, *those
gunmen might have got-
ten on the plane—and
we'd all be dead now.”

Ryan and the newsmen
on the ground outside
the Otter were not so
fortunate. Waving aside
uuydneSE' civilians on the
airstrip, the assassins in
the tractor-trailer bore
down on the two planes,
firing as they came. Reit-
erman took a slug in his
left arm; another fractured
his wrist and blew off his watch. Javers was wounded in the
shoulder. Krause was wounded slightly in the hip. All three
sprinted for cover and survived. But the gunmen cut dowr
cameraman Brown at the tail of the Otter, Photographer Gre;
Robinson fell near the port engine, his body riddled b:
bullets. Harris and Ryan dived behind the plane’s starboarc
wheel. The tractor-trailer pulled around the right side of the
plane—and the gunmen killed both men.

Steven Sung, 44, an NBC soundman connected to Browr

Jonestown passports: No exit

Newsweek, December 4, 197!



sy acable, fell 2 feet from the cameraman. He . hisarmover
iis head and feigned death. “The next thing { heard, they
vere walking towurd us,” he said. “Someone shot Bob Brown
nthe leg. .. He screamed ‘ouch’ or ‘shit’ ., _and next thing I
now, the guy came close and blow his brain off . . . the next
hing I know 1 have tremendous pressure, explosion right
1ext to my head and my arm feel like falling apart.” The
sunmen walked up to Ryan, Harris and Robinson and fired
soint-blank at their heads. .

As the shooting erupted, a squad of Guvanese soldiers
irmed with rifles stood guarding a crippled Guyanese plane
1t the end of the airstrip. “We need guns,” shouted NBC field

o e S, o Do T ~J EJS M SRy R S !
R ToauCeT Bob FI:\."I\., who rushed up acckmg help. The guards
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turned away. Oddly enc , the gunmen also withdrew,
leaving behind eight w. .nded. The terified survivors
dragged themselves from the planes. Some fled into the
jungle at the edge of the airstrip. Embassy official Richard
Dwyer, wounded in the thigh, took charge of the others.
Night fell. The survivers huddled miserably, still fearing that
the assassins would return to finish the job. A Guyanese nurse
refused to come to the field to treat the victims and the local
medical dispensary declined to send bandages and medica-
tion. Some residents even demanded tips when the survivors
asked them to bring water to the airfield. Finally the most
seriously wounded were placed in an army tent at the end of
the airstrip, and the others holed up in a nearby saloon called
the Rum House.

Back at the commune, Reverend Jones had a very different
plan in mind. At about 5 p.m., the camp loudspeaker sum-
moned everyone in Jonestown to the pavilion. Garry and
Lane walked over, stopping to talk to Jones. He seemed calm
and conirolled. “Some of those people who left had no
intention of leaving,” he said. “They went to kill somebody
... and they've taken every gun in the place.”

‘WE ALL DIE’

Jones told the two stunned lawyers to wait at a guest
cottage. “Feeling is running very high against you two,” he
said. I can’t say what might happen at the meeting.” At the
guest house, two young communards named Pancho and jim
Johnson stood by the door, rifles at the ready. “"We all goingto
die,” Pancho said. “It’s a great moment—we all die.” The two
guards explained that Jones was ordering a revolutionary
suicide to protest racism and Fascism. "Isn’t there any
alternative?” asked Lane. When the two said there was none,
Lane popped up hopefully: “And Charles and T will write
about what vou do?” The notion seemed to please the guards.
They turned to leave. “How do we get out of here?” asked
Lane. Pancho waved some ditections, and Garry and Lane
ran into the jungle.

In retrospect, Jones’s plan seemed clear: Layton was to kill
the pilot of the Otter as it was flying over the jungle, causing a
crash that would wipe out Ryan, the newsmen and the
defectors. Anvone left behind at the airstrip would be fin-
ished off by the gunmen in the tractor-trailer.

Afraid that the plan might fail, Jones prepared his followers
for death. First he sounded the alarm for a White Night, the
sect’s suicide plan. With a shoek, Stanley Clayton, 25, a cook,
realized that this was no drill. Ordinarily, Jones allowed the
cooks to skip White Nights because they had to prepare food
for the commune when a drill was over, This time, a grim

Cuyanese soldier examines social-security checks given to Jones, American troops take the dead to Georgetown
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badyguard came to the camp F+chen and ordered the cooks to
the pavilion.

Standing at his throne, a wo °n chair on a raised dais
inside the pavilion, Jones told L crowded assemblage that
Ryan’s plane would fall from the sky. Time passed. Nothing
happened. Finally the camp’s dump truck returned from the
airstrip. Two of Jones's lieutenants rushed up and whispered
to him. He grabbed a microphone. “The congressman is dead

. and the joumalists,” he said. “The GDF [Guyanese
Defense Forees] will be here in 45 minutes . . . We must die

with dignity.”
A JUG OF CYANIDE

In atent next to the pavilion, Larry Schact, amedical-school
graduate whoacted as camp doctor, prepared a vat of srawber-
ry Flavour-aide. He dumped a quantity of painkillers and
tranquilizers into the pinkish-purple brew. Finally, Jones
ordered Schact and Joyce Touchette, one of the leaders of the
commune, to bring forth “the potion.” Half-gallon jugs of
cvanide was then poured into it. The tub was placed at the
edge of the pavilion. Jones ordered the mothers of Jonestown

Coming home: The bodies of newsmen Brown and Robinson arrive in the U.S.

to bring their children forward, and the killing began.

For a while, Jones sat calmly on his “throne” and watched
the carnage unfold. More and more members began to balk,
The resistance angered Jones. He finally stepped down from
the throne. With guards at his side, he waded among his
followers, whipping them on to finish the ghastly rite.
“Hurry, hurry, hurry,” he shouted. “The man was crazy,” said
Clavton. “He was out of his mind.”

In the swirling confusion, a few of Jones's followers man-
aged to escape. Clayton, a street-wise kid from San Francisco,
told guards he had been assigned to count the living; he made
his way to the camp’s library tent, hid, then fled into the
jungle when a guard at the tent door turned aside. Odell
Rhodes, 36, leaned against a fence, waiting for his turn at the
poison tub and thinking “about a chance to get out of there.”
When a nurse asked him to go to the camp’s nursing station for
a stethoscope, he eagerly volunteered; he hid under the
building until the enforced suicide ceremony was nearly
over. Then he managed to sneak off into the jungle. Be made
it to Port Kaituma—and sounded the first alarm on the
Jonestown apocalypse.

Before Guyanese authorities could reach the camp, Jones

52

and his inner circle completed the suicige pact. A o
squad pc  red the commune’s water supply in an attem
kill cattle, e~ “ens and pigs. Mr. Muggs, the camp’s m:
monkey, wa.  at. Two brightly colored parrots, a tankf
fish in the commune’s schoo! aquarium and one yellow
survived, not much more. Jones's mistress, Maria Kats
and eleven disciples put their poison cups in a bread pan
small pail and carried them down to Jones’s house. Five
in one bedroom, seven in another. Katsaris was shot. W
the death trip was nearly complete, Jones finished it: he
gun to his head and pulled the trigger.

Lane, 51, and Garry, 69, heard the shots as they plur
into the jungle beyond Jonestown. They struck out for
road to Port Kaituma. Emerging on a trail lined with ca-
plants, and catching sight of two strange men hauling |
on their shoulders, they ducked back into the bush and s
there for 26 hours. Lane ripped strips from some extra s
underwear to mark a trail, and the two lawyers evenl
reached Port Kaituma, considerably on the outs witt
another. “It was utter madness to go in there,” Garry si
anguish last week. “Mark Lane knew about everythiny
guns, the drugs, the
cide pact—and he i
told anvone.”

It took Guyanest
thorities more than b
hours to reach the st
ed survivors of the
party, in part becaus
Port Kaituma airstri}
no lights for night
ings. At about 6 a.m
first Guvanese Army
arrived. The sun
were flown to Ge
town that aftermoon
the evacuation plane!
ed off, the dazed surv
could still see the 1
of Rvan, Harris, Rob
Brown and Parks
where they fell. Th
Air Force dispatc!
C-141 medical pl
Georgetown, and th
Iy wounded were {
back to Aundrow
Force Base near Wa
ton, where they we

covering lact waal
LU'\.pllllb ARG VY L

The sight that m
Guyanese troops
_ they entered Jone
was as horrifying as anything out of 2 Hitlerian death
Bodies lay everywhere. The troops also found a
crammed with 803 U.S. passports and scores of social-se
checks that the older members had turned over to
More than $1 million in cash also turned up.

ANXIOUS RELATIVES

For a time, how many people had died in Jonestow
very much a mystery. After making 2 preliminary co'
the victims, Guyanese officials set the figure ©
373, then at 409, The discrepancy between that numl
the total cache of passports sparked rumors the
dreds of communards had fled Jonestown for the
Anxious relatives in Georgetown and the United
cautiously hoped that Jones might not have taken
flock with him.

Their hopes were dashed. The U.S. Governme
patched a team of graves-registration and body-ide
tion experts to Jonestown to help the Guyanese meas
toll and to return the bodies of the jonestown victir
terse news conference, Air Force Capt. John Mo
spokesman for the body-removal task force, said tht
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ount of the Guvanese had been
“wirously in error” He set a
rovised figure of 780 “with more
1 come.” The problem, he ex-
plained. was that the bodies had
fallen in stacks, Adults lay on top
of ¢hildren, big people on small
people. making it easy to miss
many of the victims. As the body
detail worked its wav inward from
tie perimeter of the dyving ground
to the center, the stacks grew
Jeeper—and - the eount rose to
nwore than 900,

Air Force pilots made a last
wweep over the jungle beyond the
commune looking for survivors.
Choppers fiew Jow, announcing
over Joudspeakers that it was safe
v come out of hiding. “There
were absolutelv no  sightings,”
«iid one U.S. official. “They must
be dead, they must be dead,”” wept
Claire Janaro, who sat sobbing in
the Georgetown Hotel as the search went on. She had hoped
that her two children, Maury and Daren, had somehow
cscaped death.

Not all of the communards died in Jones’s holocaust. In
Washington, the State Department and FBI warned police in
San Francisco and Los Angeles to look out for more suicides
inthe Temple's surviving enclaves. None occurred last week.
In Port Kaituma, police arrested Layton and charged him with
Ryvun’s murder. They also took into custodv—and later re-
lased—three of Jones's lieutenants, Mike Prokes, Tim Car-
terand Mike Carter, who turned up in Port Kaituma after the
deaths. And they arrested Charles Beikman, charging him
with the murder of $haron Amos and her three children.

AN INSANE ELEMENT’

In Georgetown, the cult’s office was sealed off, and 46
tillowers, including the basketball team, were put under
hiuse arrest. Steven Jones, 19, leader of the Georgetown
Templefollowers, disavowed hisfather. “There wasan insane
vlement in the leadership,” he said. Despite the disclaimer,
<o Jonestown survivors said they feared the younger Jones
a~miuch as his father.

A C-141 militany air transport
brauzht the bodies of Rvap and the
newsmen back to the United States.
The congressman’s body was in a
meta] casket. The newsmen werein
plan, wooden coffins. Harris was
baried in Vidalia, Ga., where he
had started out as a local radio
hroadcaster and where local people

The coffins of Jones and his flock: Communal end

Tim Jones, a son of the cult leader, views the carnage

the Peoples Temple. State Department officials said that they
had warned Ryan of flying in a small plane over uncharted
jungle intoa dirt airstrip that was remote, far from Jocal police
protection and beyond easy reach of the two-man United
States mission in Georgetown. They also maintained that they
had wamed Ryan that the Peoples Temple had become “in-
creasingly hostile” to outsiders. “But at no time did any of us
think that there was any physical danger to his person,” said
one unhappy department officer.

'JONES BECAME A DEVIL

The future of the Peoples Temple was another intriguing
question. Less than three dozen of Jones’s followers were
left in the Temple’s bufl, brick church in San Francisco last
week. Eleven adherents turned up there alongside lawvers
Lane and Garry for a post-mortem press conference. [:ines
became a devil,” said Lane. “If you cannot be God, you
don’t just fall back to the rank and file . . . If you win, you're
Moses, if vou lose, you're Charles Manson.” The remaining
communards denied reports'that Jones had organized a team
of trained assassins, They said they would trv to keep up the
Temple’'s anti-racist, humanitar-
ian good works. But from the
beginning the Peoples Temple
was very much a one-man show
and without leader Jones, it
seemed unlikely that it could
survive,

As for Jones, there was some
worry for a time that he wasn’t

Boh Sherman—Camers &
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really dead. In the Bay Area last

stillknew him by his original name:
Durwin Humphrev. Ryan was
buricd ona gloomy, rain-washed af-
teruoon in South San Francisco.
Dazens of congressmen, and Cali-
foriia’s Gov. Jerry Brown attended
the ceremonies in Golden Gate Na-
tivnal Cemetery. In the will that
wide Fackie Speier had attended to
}Jti‘nrt the trip, Rvan had asked to
¢ bnried in that place so his “ghost
wilt be looking out over the bay he
ed sanueh.”

. HudRyanand the newsmen real-
b understood what they were get-
"Ly ointo when they set off for
fvuestiown? Some of Rvan's aides
tlareed angrily last week that the
-?‘u“' Department should have
"etornore alert to the dangers of

week, worried defectors from
the Peoples Temple kept body-
guards posted against the possi-
bility that he still had hit men in
place to ecarry out vengeance
against those who had left him,
But a metal coffin with the name
“Rev Jimmie Jones” scrawled
upon it arrived at Dover Air Force
Base in Dover, Del., when the Air
Force began ferrving the Jones-
town victims back home last
week. When they opened the cof-
fin, the body inside was unrecog-
nizable. A technician had to peel
the skin from one hand to make a

set of fingerprints, It was Jones,
~TOM MATHEWS with CHRIS J. HARPER,
TONY FULLER and TIMOTHY NATER in
Guyana, GERALD C. LUBENOW in San
Francisco and bureau reports
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Cultists
Planning
Suicide?

From Pruess Dispatches

head of the Justice Depart-
ment's criminal division said
¢ Thursday the government is
. looking inte reports of possi-
' ble suicide pacts among
| survivors of the Peaple’s
- Temple.
But Phillip Heymann said |
there may be liftle the
- federal government can do to
7 prevent anyone from commit-
& ting suicide.
= “It’s not 2 federal crime to
séommit suicide,” he said.
Rewe] try-to figure out a de-

4 anf ang to do” if the re-

ports turn out to be valid.

‘Heymann expressed great .

i‘mlucf.ance: to discuss an
“investigation by the Secret
: Bervice into an alleged “hit
list” of officials and other
"individuals who may be the
farget of assassination plans
by members of the People’s
Temple.

“It’s wﬂdly mﬂammatory
to ialk about it,” Heymann
said. He said, however, that
the government could have
power to prosecute if there is ,
solid evidence of a conspiracy |
to kill certain public officials
who fall within the govern-
ment’s jurisdiction.

The government's primary -

responsibility is looking into
the killing of Rep, Leo J.
Ryan, D-Calif,, who died with
four other persons in an at-
tack at an airstrip in Guyana.

Heymann said the govern-
ment’s other primary concern
is offering assistance to help
Guyanese officials probe the
deaths of more than 900
members of the religious cult
who died in a suicide-murder
yitual.

Heymann also said the Jus-

hne Denarlmnnt eivil division

‘was lookmg into the possibil-
-ﬂy of recovering from the
People’s Temple the cost of
Aransporting the dead cult
“members back from Guyana.

WASHINGTON — The |

Meanwhile, Guyanese po-
lice said Thursday that most
of the Peoples Temple cult
members who have been
cleared by an investigation of
the deaths at the Jonestown
commune will be released

JSoon,
* Cecil A. Roberts, deputy
lerime chief, mdlcated some
*of the remaining 72 American
survivors in Guyana could be
‘released late this weekend.
He said the eight survivors
-who already have returned to
‘the United States were al-
lowed to go because of their
‘age. The youngest was 61.
Seven arrived in New York
late Wednesday and took
flights home to California.
~ At Dover Air Force Base in
Delaware, federal officials,
reversing an earlier decision,
plan to perform autopsies on
the Rev. Jim Jones, two of his
close aides and four randomly
selected bodies from the mass

Ansihe iﬂ GH}’"'-

One of the aides is Maria

Katsaris, Jones’s mistress,
who allegedly gave a suitcase
conlammg a large amount of
money to three members of
'the People’s Temple who es-
:caped the death scene.
The other aide is Dr. Law-
‘rence Schacht, a physician
.member of the cult who al-
;Jegedly mixed the potion of
~sou 'drink, cyanide and drugs
gthat “Jones's followers drank.
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l\ knife attack on Rep. Ryan grabbed the compound’s attention as the tense visitors prepared to leave™ =
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82 children,
his wife were

AMNMAnc wviadirne
aifiong victim

By Jim Willse
Examiner City Editor

GEORGETOWN, Guyana —
Peoples Temple leader Jim Jones
and 382 of his followers died in a
mass suicide-murder at the Jones
town mission, the Guyana govern-
ment said today.

The bodies of Jones, his wife,
and one of their children wete.
tentatively identified today, the |
vGuyana Ministry of lnformatlon
said.

: Former members of the temple
vfere on the site of the 46-year-oid
pastor’s jungle compound to make
iflentifications. They reported find-
thg the bodies of 82 children, 138
men and 163 women.

The causes of death of .fones
and his immediate famlly were not
disclosed. _

b3

g vrvweammer P f ot comid

P

- dead.”

Guyanese troops and national po- -

lice to the remnte compound. An

estimated 600 members of the

religious group from San Francisco
were reported unaccounted for
initially.

Today the State Department
!l however said those numbers were

}ca]culated on an cutdated census of

the mission residents. An estimated

100 persons are now reported either -
to he at police stations or hiding in '. ;

the bush.

Shirley Field-Ridley. Guyanese
minister of information, also re-
vealed todav that some victims‘
were found with gunshot wounds'
that “were not consistent with
suicide.” She said some of the
victims did not die violently and
were presumed to have been poi-

-soned.

The victims were discovered
by Guyanese police forces, who
were airlifted to the mission after
.S, Rep. Leo Ryan and four others
were murdered at a nearby airstrip
baturda)

Steve Katsaris of Ukiah. Calif..
a school principal and father of a
lemple member, descrlbed the cult,

as “a pack of crazies.” He predlﬁ

that by today,

“they wifl ﬁ

h

w8 State Department officials
said a plane tarying the hedics of
‘Rvan and the other victims-of the
airport massacre was expected to
arrive in to the United States
“tomorrow at dawn, and that aut
sies had been completed as 1p-
quired by Guyanese Jaw. D'

i # Guyanese police have arrest-
ed one suspect. Larry Layton. form-
erly of Ukiah, in the airstrip
shootings.

® Temple lawyers Mark Lane
and Charles Garry returned here
early today from Jonestown and
told of the final moments inside the
compound as the massacre and
mass suicide were initiated by
Jones.

* Survivors of the massibre
were airlifted to hospitals in Pu{rto
Rico and Washington, D.C.. anl§ a
group of “concerned relatives™ also
was flown out of the country.

® About 15 defectors from the
jungle mission made their way
safely here, where they were under
protective custody.

In a press conference this
morning. Field-Ridiey said addi-
tional searchers were sent to Jones-
town to continue the hunt for the
missing mission residents. j’[



some__mav  have gone into the
fl erﬁat raises a wiultAE% area
of problems such as exposure. We .
have to find what happened to the
Field-Ridley said more than 100
sgprehers were in the vicinity of
the mission. The cieared area had
been combed. she said, and the
search has been expanded to the
surrcunding timberland.

She said one temple membet
gave authorities a statement indi-
cating that mission residents had
jined up before a tub conmaining a
poison bhrew and had been pre-
pared to drink the substance.

Fields-Ridlev said the Guy-

Calls about Guyana

The U S. State Department has
designated a special phone number
for inyuiries from relatives- and

| are fanatics.”

friends about Americans in Guy--

ana. The number is (202) 632-6610,
i

apese government is establishing a
s,[‘e-cial office to list the identijties of
the suicide victims. She said she
hoped some names would be availa-
bie later today.

Consular officials from Ameri-
can embassies in neachy countries
also were en route to Georgetown. a
State Department official sald to-
day. 4

ter Dr. Ptolemy Reid flew by

helicopter to the site todayv 1o

oversee the search and identifica-
tion efforts.

Katsaris had o abandon efforts

to get his daughter, Maria, out of

he mission when his son, Anthony,

as injured in the Saturday shoot-
ng.
Ing

He said temple members often
held bizarre suicide rehearsals and
sipned undated suvicide notes be-
fore they left California for this
South American nation.

n Washington, State Depart.

_town.”
Guyanese Deputy Prime Minis-|:

‘ment spokesman Tom Reston said,”

“There<"dre alarming indications
that memhers of the Peoples Tem-
ple in Guyvana are engaging in mass
suicide.

“Another Peoples Temple
member, who says he esc aped from
ihe te I'ﬂpf(‘ and ‘\'\'am‘éu 20 miles .
reported that some 200 members nf[
the temple were taking their own

lives.”

About 15 defectors, some of
whom walked the 37 miles from .

" Jonestown 10 Matthews Ridge, were

under police protection at George—
town.

Sherwin Harris, v.hoqe daugh-
ter Liane apparently was killed by
Harris’ ex-wife, described the group

as "absolutely raving lunatics. They

The jungle shootout occurred
as members of Ryan's delegation,
accompanied by journalists. tried to
help at least 16 defectors board two
aircraft headed back to George”
town. E

lIlE group Wwas pdr( or a I1Ullbi
International Affairs Committee in®
vestigation into charges that temple
members were being held in the
commune against their will.

According to reporters who
had heen at Jonestown, a temple
member had given NBC correspon-
dent Don Harris a message saving,
“Please help me get out of Jones-

The following account is based
on vartous sources.

About an hour before the

group was to leave the mission for
Port Kaituma, the group of defec-
tors had grown to 20.

Since they could not all be
seated on the available aircraft,
Rvan planned to remain at the
mission with some defectors and p
accompany them to the airsmp

later.
But the plans changed draman-

cally when a knife-wielding assan- égder was bioated, sickly. and ¢

ant IONEET @l the congressman and

tried to stab him, reporters said.

The assailant was pulled away
from Ryan by temple lawyers Lane
and Garry, and the group hastily
scrambled aboard a dump trugk
and made their way to the airstri.

As they started to board the
planes — a small, single-engine
Cessna and a 24seat Guyana Air-
ways craft — the group noticed a
red tractor and trailor seen earlier
at the temple.

“It looks like trouble.” Examin-
er reporter Tim Reiterman said to
Examiner phowgrapher Greg Rob-
inson.

As passengers were being
frisked, Reiterman said, “with
heart-stopping suddenness, the first
shot was fired.” :

“The cue was followed closely
by several other gunmen on the-
tractor and a loud series of pops
echoed across the field.” he said.I

5

Some ran for the nearhy brus,

‘but others lay wounded near t‘ne

plane.

The assailants walked calmty to
the wounded and shot them point-
blank in the head with shotguns,
reporters said.

_!_s_a_“_qm-_m_um.aj,%keﬁg
q}gﬁeraman Bob) Brown's face —
i . - oy

- a rter Ron
Jaxers “RHoh's brain was blown out

o hishead.”

Guyanese soldiers armed with
M-16 rifles who were guarding| a
disabled government plane nearlw
did not intervene, reporters said. L

They helped find shelter for
the wounded, however, and the
survivors spent a tense night, won-
dering if their attackers would
return.

-

During the long hours of dark-
P ness, defectors confirmed ugly ru-
mors about the temple and Jones.

Ih his own interviews with
Jones. Reiterman said, the (hurc‘z

12100 e ™ Aty il ctenmed v



“Jones has struck us as a
madmaty Javers sMd—We
watched him as he kept taking pills
until he seemed dazed by them. He
fisted a whole catalogue of diseafes
he said were afflicting him, start g
with cancer.”

In addition to the 53Vear-old
Ryan, a San Mateo Democrat, the
murder victims included Examiner
photographer Robinson, 27; NBC
News Tteporter Don Harris, 42;
cameraman Brown, 36. and Patricia
Parks, 42, a mission resident origi-
nally from Ukiah.

Their bodies were taken to a
Georgetown funeral home. Under
Guyanese law, autopsies must b
performed before the bodies a
released. :

Nine persons wounded in thie
attack, and one relative who suf-
fered a stroke at the Pegasus Hotel

-jin Georgetown, were flown on an

fir Force C-141 transport plane to
Sap Juan, PR, and Washington,
D.C.. yesterday for medical treat-
ment.

Those who deplaned in Puerto
Rico were taken to Roosevelt Roads
Naval Base. They included Anthony -
Katsaris, suffering from a bullet |
who was shot in both feet; her
husband, Howard Oliver, who suf-’

ered a stroke at the hotel, Vernon

osnev, 25, who underwent surgery
jor a bhullet-punctured spleen. and
Y.S. Embassy official Richard

“wound to the chest; Beverly Oliver,'s[

Dwyer—™

Fied 10 getown

gmne§ WaS % defector from
the jungle mission.

Mrs. Oliver, who failed in her
efforts to get her two sons, Bruce,
20, and William. 18, out of the
mission, said she thought the pair
knew of the impending massacre,
but refused to warn her outright ’L

l

“Cool it, Mom. we know wha{k
happening,” she said they told her.

“They were trving to protect
me,” she said.

Other survivors were flown to
Andrews Air, ¢ Base in Wash-
mg_ton and then were taken to

ATTORNEY MARK LANE___.__-

- LAWYER CHARLESﬁgB.F;"L
He told about ‘paradise

Malcoim Grove Hospim.*—';;;g‘ann
.t

They included Reitermés,
fering from superficial g ;
wounds to the left foreamn asg
wrist, in satisfactory conditione
Ryan aide Jackie Speier, extensjve
gunshot wounds to the right'tkigh
and elbow, satisfactory ¢ bt
NBC sound man Steve Sungzihd
surgery last night for removal-af:g.
bullet in the shonider and forearm,
satisfactory condition; Javers, in
stable condition with X-rays heing
taken to determine if surgery is
needed for a gunshot wound to the
left shoulder; and Carol Boyd,
uninjured but being treated for
shock and emotional steaty—




the Guyana story was produced
j'b_v the following members of
1The Examiner's editorial staff. Jt
lis dedicated to Greg Robinson.

——Fedty's  special Tqm-t—‘o:l

off. John Jacobs, Don West, Matt

Southard, Judith Cadssrr—fioh
McLeod. Katy Raddatz Juh‘l'l

Gorman, Gordon Stone. Payl
Giines.. Lee Romero, Sid Tat

Jim Willse, Eric Meskauskas,

Jim Houck. Greg Robinson, Tiny
Reiterman. Fran Dauth, Nancy
Dooley, Corrie  Anders, Lynn'
Ludiow. Dexter Waugh, Maura-
Dolan, Pete King, Carol Pogash,
Jeff Jarvis. Lon Daniels, Larry
Maatz, Bill Boldenweck, Jim Fi.
efrock. Bill Burkhardt, John
lArthur, Steve Cook. Fred Kir-
stowsky, Mildred Hamilton, Al
Cline, Andy Curtin, Pai=sht;- !

'
Peter’ Bhatia, David CGi(J,
Charles Cooper, David Flores,
Roger Oglesby, Courtenay Ped-
dle, Bobhie Hess, Paul Berning,
Jane Carrolt, Timothy Inneg,
George Thompson, Dewitt Sco N
Boh McEwen, Tony Stelmo},
Smiley Farkas. Carol Ness, Jadg
Mackey, Ken Miller. Jack Lyncl

Jim Vaszko and Ernie Bever, ,

B T il

11978, San Francisco Exammner /Greg Robmson

YAN AT PEOPLES TENMPLE

s} R
: ' THE REV. JIM JONES, RIGHT;TOLD REP. LEO : i<sion
;h%Ut;f‘%;n‘ﬁF; dTu‘:ing their first meeting, after the congressman spoke at agricultural missi



E;-tain.er/ Greg Rab_-g_agu. © 1978, San Francisco Examiner
THE REV. JIM JONES OF THE PEOPLES TEMPLE*———
Late feports from Guyana list him among many dead




e Fr Examnner/Tum Henterrnan v ?978 San Francisco Examine:

Dead lie on qut Kaituma mnway' From loft Rop. Loo Ryan, Don Harris, Gteg Robimon Patrlcla Parke and (rear) Robert Brown

e o nadizlb




Examiner /Greg Robinson,

BLOOD FROM PREVIOUS ATTACK STAINED RYAN'S CLOTI-E’S
Knife wnelder tried to stab congressman at mission, but was disarmed

1978, San Frapdsoo Examiner



F 1350 (Rev, 10197
. \ vy _ - 1.

{Mount Clinntn~ 1= ¢

Step by St
Masmca‘e m0m

1933. An unordained minister

interdominational church in Indi newspaper, city and st
.anapolis, Ind. The 22-year-old mini}-
ter sells imported monkeys for $29
each to raise money for a new
church building. | -
1961. Jones becomes an outspo-
.ken advocate of civil rights in a city
once the home of the national _
office of the Ku Klux Klan. He was '
-named director of the Indianapolis
Human Rights Commission.

Early 1960s. Jones spends two
vears in Belo Horizante, Brazil, asa

. mlssmnary DlUpb UII lIl Uu} dIlld lUl.'
a short visit.

1963. Jones returns o indianap-
alis. His church is now called The 4 S.F.Chron
Feoples Temple Full Gospel —_—
Church, affiliated with the Disc
pjes of Christ. He claims to servs San Francisc
moere than 1000 free meals pal

- week

1964 Jones is ordained as a

Disc p Ol Christ minister.

1965. Jonés moves to Redwood | Date: 11-21-78
Vailey, a small wine country town | Edition: Home
near Ukiah, about 100 miles north |
of San Francisco. Takes about 100

. Indiana foliowers, both black and ' - -
white families. Claims Redwood Title:
Valiey will be a safe place to ride RYMURS
out a coming nuclear holocaust.

stories describing Jones’ faith heal- or
ing. He ¢ ums the eity is “racist.” Classification: 89
Late 1960s. Jones knits togetf:- Submitting Office: SK'

an inner city congregation in tije
ral setting of Redwood Vall

named Jim Jones opens a small [ndicate page, name of

ate.)

icle

0,Ca.

i ; " Character:
Indianapolis mewspapers run SF 89-250

"quires 11 buses, a new parsoh-
apge, a new wn church with
_baptismal swimming pool.

FBi/DOUY



. 1971. Joass—ebuarch purchases

‘the Albert Pike Memorial Temple, a

-building at 1858 Geary boulevard

Awned by a branch of the Masons.
e also bought a second church in
0s Angeles.

1973. A church vanguard party

Claims tegple member harassed
her, .and foliowed her around
Georgetown. ‘

June 14, 1978. Chronicle inter-
view with Deborah Layton, 25, who
a month earlier slipped out of

er Ron Javers held overnight at the

Georgetown irport>Ryan and the
others check into hotels. t

VLILETEG LELLS

Nov. 1516, 1878. Negotiatipns
over the visit to Jonestown. -

f Nov. I7, 1978. Ryan and his

PPN oo vicit Innoactawn are ok
PHIOUTAEY Vil eovilivony Ve, S25 2

wd at a “cultural festival” of singing
apd dancing, and returp to the
village of Port Kaituma where they

reo onestown settiement, describes
/Guyana. Jones has an image of a nyass suicide drills, armed guards 1n
‘fefuge and model community in  uniform, and continued public
the tropics, free of bigcity prob-  beatings before 1100 Jones follow-

EL. J

‘of less than 20 visits Georgetown, f

lepms,

-: . -Early 1974. A lease with 2 limit
of 27000 acres is negotiated with
4he Guyana government, which has
flaced the temple in an area
rontested by Venezuefa in a border
dispute.

f: ; ‘November, 1975. San Francisco
ity c-leptmns give Jones a chance to
show his political muscle.

;i' 1976, Jones named to San Fran-
xjsco Housing Autherity by Mavor
Lrearge Moscone. Three Jones aides

ven patronage jobs there in clerk
Bhd supervisory positions. Jones'
g.{fsonal lawyer, Tim Stoen, hired

- District Attorney Joseph Freitas,

I--August and September, 1977
News stories hostile to Jones, fi
appear in New West magazine, then
In local newspapers and te!evisiog
stations. Ex-members charge tha
“Jones beats followers behind closed
doors, fakes healings to win con-
~erts and has accumulated over $5
million in property and cash dona-
Yions.

- ssrnend P

- August, 1877. Jones dictates his

fesighation from Hoising Authori.

Xy by shortwave radio from Guy-
a. Never returns to U S.

May, 1978. Freelance wriuTr
Rathy Hunier jeaves Guyana aftjr
unsuccessMMpt to visit JoneéL.

i ers.

'charges by radio from Jonestown

- idiculous to retu@e."
mol\li-ov. 7, 1978. Congressman Leo

Ryan announces that he will visit

Jonestown, Guyana. .
i Nov. 13, 1978. Ryan jeaves iaan

{

.'}rancisco at the head of a 20
h‘iem'ber group, including aides,
elatives of temple members and
he press. ‘

T

Nov. 14, 8T8 CHTnicle report-

- ———

Her mother, Lisa, calls the

PRTILE. AWUL UGy

| spend the night. .‘

Nov. 18, 1978, A second day &

the temple mission. Despite pre-

vious festive visit, Ryan finds signe
of trouble. Passed notes from mend
bers who ask to return. A man
Wnges at the congressman wi

£ Attnenou Mark lane g;{fr_g_;

Tom il )
LT R Lssat '

the attacker, who is wounded.

Group waits to board for 2
turn flight when tractor and traile!
pull up and open fire. :

Ryan, NBC pewsman Don Har-
ris, NBC cameraman Robert Brown,
iExaminer photographer Greg Rob-

inson and Patty Parks, a temple
member attempting to leave, are all

Lo sar .3

&HIEG. . .
!1 At Georgetown's temple head-
. quarters, Sharon Amos slashes her
| throat after killing her three
j children. -

P Nov. 19, 1978, 300 10 400 bod;%s
of temple members are fourld,
Bresumably suicides, by advanc g

uyana troops.

Any 9 19’81 ‘9!1‘3‘5 i_s_; i_denti__

INDY. &, =2

‘ e’- n . .
fied as one df The suicide victims.
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Members of Leo Ryan’s group waited Saturday for their planes at the airstrip at
* hv Greq Robinsen
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Hundreds found dead
_apparent mass suvicid

‘GEORGETQOWN, Guyana

S L =

(AP) — Between 300 and 400
bodies have been found by
troops who raided the Guy-
ana jungle camp of a Califor-
nia sect whose members Kkil-
led five Americans, including
Rep. Leo J. Ryan of Califor-
nia and wounded 10 others,
Guyana Information Minister
Shirley Field Ridley said
today. :

The dead were believed to be victims
of a mass suicide by poison, Miss Rid-
ley told The Associated Press.

The information minister said no one
was found alive in the People’s Temple
settlement at Jonestown, in northwest
Guyana, where about 1,100 Americans
had been reported living in the jungle.
Most of them were Californians who

fgllowed the Rev, Jim Jones, founder of
(ﬁe People’s Temple, to Guyana last
ear. There was no indication what
ppened to other members of the com-
munity.
In Washington, the State Department
said the U.S. Embassy in Georgetown
had received a report from the local
police that “it appears as if as many as
480 members of the Jonestown People's
Temple community may be dead.”

Rehearsed ,
A o PR LY R PN, T gLy P R
o) L-AUIONmid psyl.:numgm nyJ

accompanied Ryan to Guyana to try to
get his daughter out of Jonestown said
members of the group rehearsed mass
suicide and signed undated suicide
notes before they left California.

“They will all be dead townorrow,”
said Stephen Katzarls, whose son
Anthony, 23, was critically wounded in
the Saturday night attack in which

lit!‘ylan, a California Democrat, was kil- ‘

Police found the hodies of a woman

VLLT SVl Lt Rl s ae

member of the sect and her three
children Saturday night at a People's
Temple commune in a Georgetown sub-

urb. A police spokesman said the
woman apparently killed her children
anacomtn _

itted suicide.

LE0 RYAD

relatives of some sect mem-
bers, came to this former British colony
on the northeastern shoulder of South
America last week to investigate
reports of large-scale abuses of mem-
bers of the religious group.

The congressman, 33, was killed by a
shotgun blast as he attempled to take
several disenchanted members of the
isect back to Georgetown by plane.

A knifowisldino assailant

W R ama Aaomllalll

to stab Ryan earlier while

lwngessman was visiting Jones-
toum,_Two members of Ryan's Al
}disarmed the attacker, ang Y ag
not injured.

L The dead included three newsmen
.and one of the settlement’s defectors.
'Ten persons were wounded, three
* seriously, and the husband of one of the
wounded had a stroke. The U.S. Embas-
sy said they were all Americans.

[ o JYrei . i
Survivors of the attack said a band of

black and white members of the Peop-
le's Temple opened fire with automatic
weapons and shotguns as Ryan and his
y were boarding planes at the Port
tuma airstrip, eight miles south of
own and 150 miles northwest of

had

Rxani p"ccothpa-r_xied by ai‘dgs._:epn;— '
Iters,

A ———

pARA——

{Indicate page, name of
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An_San Francisco, a People’s Temple
spokesman who identified himsSéll™ as
Archie James denied members of the
sect did the airport killings. -
Saddened

The dead were Ryan, reporter Don
Harris, 42, and cameraman Robert
Brown, 36, both of NBC News and both
Los Angeles residents; Gregory Robin-
son, 27, a photographer for the San
Francisco Examiner, and Patricia
Parks or Parker, 18, who was trying to
escape from Jonestown. Her home
address was not known.

A White House statement said Presi-
dent Carter was saddened by Ryan’s
death. “It was his drive to get informa-
tion at first hand that led to his tragic
death,” the statement said.

Lawyers Mark Lane and Charles
Garry came to Guyana with Ryan to
act as counsel for Jones. Lane, who had
been reported missing for hours, was
not harmed and was in Georgetown,
ﬁcgg% to his staff members in

empius, Tenn. :

ierre  DON HARRIS o s

L e

| _There was no word on the wherga- |
‘bouts of Garry, who survivors sawd
‘remained behind at Jonestown to try to |
‘negotiate the release of another settler. 1

One survivor, NBC field producer .
Robert Flick, said the killers fired 50 to
75 shots at Ryan’s group as the planes
were being loaded.

“People were being wounded and 1al-
ling to the ground. As they fell, people |
with shotguns would walk over and at ¢
point-blank range shoot the victim in |
the head,” Flick said in an account |
broadcast by NBC. “That was how .
Ryan and Harris died.” .

According to Flick there were eight
to 12 gunmen, both black and white. !

The government flew troops to Port
Kaituma Sunday, and Flick said they
arrested nine suspects. A Guyanese
government spokesman in New York,
Jack Gelinas, said one of those arrested
was an American named Larry John
Leyton. His home address was not
known. B

San Francisco Chronicle reporter
Ron Javers, recounting the attack, im
which he was wounded in the arm, said °
cameramnan . Brown “kept filming
even as the attackers advanced on him
with their guns.

“I saw Brown go down. Then 1 saw
one of the attackers stick a shotgun
right into Brown’s face, inches away, if
that ... Bob's brain was blown out of his
head.”

Although wounded, Javers dodged
gunfire and ran into the marshy swamp
beside the air field He and other
survivors later returned to the plane.

“Leo Ryan was on his back ... lying in
the mud .. his face had beer shot off.”

Javers sad.
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Suicide act

———

rehearsed

© Washlngton Post Service

WASHINGTON -
Ultimately, when they
¢ouid do no more for their
leader, the followers of
the Hev. Jim Jones did
just what he had
programmed them to do
— they died for his brand
of socialism.

Throughout the 15-year
history of the People’s
Temple, Jones constant]
used fear of violent dea
or persecution as a tool to
mold his band of ex-cons,
drug addicts, misfits and

lost souls into a céhesive,

g]most military congrega-
ion.

“Suicide was ingrained
}n his philosophy,” ong
ormer cylt member sai
Mdfday. Evervone who
joined People’s Temple
not only entered into a
suicide pact, but frequen-
tly rehearsed the morbid
act with Jones.

Raatinog

I’\/“Ul-l.lbu
A master manipulator,
Jones frequently used
public beatings and pep
talks to impress upon his
followers the fact that the

United States was on the

verge of a fascist takeov-
er and anti-black race
War,
When he took some
1,200 of his followers to
the jungle of Guyana in
South America, he told
them they were emering
“the promised land,”
according to a relative o
one who went.
A close relative of 71-
ear-old Marshall Farris
Francisco said
Farris “was under some

kind of hypnosis. He just
picked up and left his wife
of 40 years — and never
talked to her again.” .

The relative tells of
stories of rehearsed suici-
des and faith-healings
designed to make Jones
at least appear to have
total control over his
community.

Troubie

Jones told his disciples

that trouble was almost
imminent, and that they
should be prepared to die
“for socialism” rather
than submit to insurgents.

According to former
cult member Tim Stoen,
Jones frequently put his
congregationn ugh
tests. “He would pass
around a brown ﬁ%ljii”
Stoen said in a West
Coast TV interview tele-
cast Monday, “and tell
everyone 10 it. After
they drank it, he would
tell them they would die
in about &an hour.
Meanwhile, he would ask
them to stand up one by
one and tell the group

why they were proud and

honored to die for social-

ism.” .

Then, after an hour
went by, Stoen added,
Jones would teli his fol-
lowers that they would
not die, and that he had
just conducted a test of
their loyalty.

“There was constant
talk of death,” another
former resident of Jones-
town in Guyana, Deborah
Layton Blakey, said Mon-
day. “In Jonestown the
concept of mass suicide
for socialism  arose,
because our lives were so

AL 3

wretiched anyway, and
because we were 50
afraid to contradict Rev.
Jones, the ¢oncept was
not cnaliénged.”

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, clty and state.)
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200 Victims Identified Nim. Seres
. | By Leonard Downie Jr. lCdrim. Inv.

: Washington Post Poreign Service ent.
m?fgl:GzﬁmYN' Guyana, Nov. 22—A U.S. military air- Intell.
Jonestowgn t:uﬁt;e first bodies of dead Americans from Laboratery
sipment beck o ai}'luﬁllﬁ;:éns ti;\:re m;esdﬁ night for Legal Coun.

es early Thursday.
ander the oy padly decomposed bodies, which had lain Flan. & lnsp.
mase suicids OI; sun for four days since the forced Rec. Mgnt.
Temple, w more than 400 members of the Peoples Tech. Servs.
» Were put into plastic body bags and flown here Trgining

-in huge military helicopters Ii
: ke

American dead and wouxizded in Vitﬂt::
) Thgy are among nearly
identified at Jonestown
a team of US. and Guy
& dozen people who ha
the deranged leader

Public Afts. Off. __
Telephone Rm.
Directer's Sec'y

used to airlift the
m.
200 bodies that have be
; en
during the last three days by
anese officials with the help of
ad Jeft Jonestown shortly before
ordered them all to &ke e Peoples Temple, Jim Jones,
g’ugsallfot wounds. poison. Jones himself died of
Cardboard name ta ied wi . .
wrists of the bloated. rg;t were tied with string on the

V] 0 | ting bodies that had i
tified, including those of Jones, his wife.ahils)e:fisltg:?s.

and at least two children he was believed to have

fathered.
Pa £
J h

See GLYANA, A6, Col. 1

As about 1000 Guvanese waited in
the steawny heat outside for a glimpse
of him. Layton was brought before a

" GUYANA, From Al

.* W hile the military team worked on

. the bodies in Johestown, _Guyana de-
fense force officers continued to
search the surrounding forest for 300
to 400 other Jonestown residents who
disappeared when the more than 400
others were forced to commit suicide.

At least 32 have found their way
out of the rain forest and are now in
Georgetown making statements to po-
lice and receiving medical attention.
The police bers have supplied the
press and public a list of these sur-
vivors. Another 46 of the cultists who
were at their Georgetown headquar
ters at the time of the killings remain
under police guard.

The whereabouts pf the others from
Jonestown remains a mystery, and
questions of whether they fled or were
pursued out of Jonestown, or whether
tost of them are now dead or alive,
pemain unanswered.

One Jonestown survivor, 32-year-old
Larry Layton, was arrigned in court
here this afterncon and charged with
murder in connection with the killing
of Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif,) and
four otbers in a congressional fact-
finding mission that was ambushed by
gunmen efter leaving Jonestown on
Saturday, shortly before the mass sui:
eide.

magistrate in a crowded courtroom
where the bot, humid air was barely
stirred by & slowly whirling ceiling
fan. The magistrate informed La¥ton
that he was charged with five counts

.+of murder. three more counts of at.

{empted murder and one count of dis-
charging a loaded firearm,

The penslty for first-degree murder
in Guvana is death.

When asked If be wanted a lawyer,
Lavton said, “I would like to.” These
were the only words that Layton, an
American whose place of origin in the
United States is not known here, ut-
tered during the bearing. .

The magistrate ordered Layton held
without bail in the central jail bere. 1f
be does not hire a lawyer, one will be
appointed for him by the court.

After the hearing, Layton was led
past 60 or 70 reporters and court em-
ployes in the ecourtroom and through
& crowd outside by a phalanx of police.
He refused to answer questions
shouted at bim by reporters.

Lavton has been jdentified by sev.
eral survivors of the airstrip ambush
as a trusted follower of Jones who
pretended to be among the defectors
that Rvan was taking with him from
Jonestown.

The Washington Post =
Washington Star—News‘
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The Atlants Constitution
The Los Angeles Times




! Lavtor wen! inside the s. - of
the two charter planes and an
. firing at the others on board, wound-
ing several. A Jonestown defector
aboard the plane, Gail Parks, wrestled
the gun from Layton, whe then ran
out of the plane, sccording to the wit-
nesses.

Other gunmen from Jonestown. some
of whom have beern jdentified by the
other defectors, then rode up in 2
tractor-pulled trailer, spraying every-
one with bullets and killing Rvan,
three Americas newsmen and another
Jonestown defector and wounding scv-
eral others. Police are ¢checking among
the dead in Jonestown and searching
{n the rain forest for these other yun-
men.

After the shooting ended at the air-
strip, according to witnesses, Layton
turned up among them, ggain posing
as one of the defectors. He was spot-
ted, however, by those who saw him
shooting in the emall plane and was
grabbed and held for Guyanese police,

‘Police also have under arrest two of
Jones' top lieutenants, Mike Prokes
and Tim Carter. They are being held,
without formal charges, as “prime sus-
pects” in connection with the violence
at the airstrip and in Jonestown after
being arrested in Port Kaituma not
far from the airstrip, where police
found them carrving guns and more
than $1,000 in cashk. :

Among those in the cult's George-
town headquarters is Jones' son Steve,
of the Jonestown basketball team,
which had plaved the Guyanese na-
tional team Friday night before the vi-

+ olence in Jonestown.

At a heavily guarded press confer.
ence here Tuesday morning, the
young Jones denied accusations by

former Peoples Temple members and

from Jopestown that mem-

bers of the basketball team were
trained sharpshooters who frequently

practiced with guns in the forest
around Jonestown.

Guyranese guthorities have given no
indication whetber any of the 46 in
the house are suspects in any crimes,
are considered undesirable in Guyana
or are being beld for their own pro-
tection.

After three davs of indecision, and
some disagreement between the gov-
ernments of Guyvana and the United
States, the U.S. military moved
quickly today to set up the airlift of
bodies out of Jonestown for shipment
back to the United States. The mili-
tary task force. under the command of
Army Col. William 1. Gordon, the di-

. rector of operations for the U.S.
Southern Command fn the Canal
Zone, has established a command
post, barracks and medical center at

Illl"!."n)n'-:
LS

Matthews Ridge, 20 miles from Jones:
town, which is 120 miles west of here.

After technicians tag and pack the
bodies in body bags in Jonestown, anh
ugly task at this point, the helicopters
ferry the corpses to Timehri,

At the airport ls a “holding area”
where the bodies are belng taken un-
til they are put on military eargo
planes for the journey to a military

. base in the eastern United States.

“There is very little we can do to
preserve the bodies,” acknowledgad
the 11.8, milﬂnn upgkes_r__n_n_n on the'
scene here, Alr Force Capt. John Mos
catelli. "We are placing them in body
bags” which he said are then sealed,
“But it's still not going to be a pleas.
ant operation.”

A military spokesman said there is
no longer much effort to identify the
remaining 200 unidentified bodies

ecause thev no longer are ip shape
ro be identifed on sight even by
people who had known the deceased.
Denta] records and other means will
have to be used by experts in the
United States to try to complete the

task, he added.

Moscatelli also said it was not part
of the military tusk force's mission
here to 4elp Guyanese authorities
search for the hundreds of Americans
missing in the dense rain forests sur-
rounding Jonestown.

“Our major mission right now”
Moscatelli said, “is to essist the Guva.
nese government and the US. Em-
bassy bere in removing the bodies

from Jonestown.”

The military task force is accompa:
nied by security personnel. he saicl

who carry side arms to protect U.S.
personnel and property.

1}.)
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United Press International

f
gommune in Jonestown, Guyana,
says hundreds of the cult's members
were killed and did not commit sui-
cide.

Stanley Clayton, 25, said hundreds
of persons balked at the “'final drink”
and the cult leader, the Rev. Iim
Jones, left his chair ip the centrai
pavilion accompanied by guards to
personally pull people toward the poi-
s0n pots. .

Clayton said the entire group was
surrounded by dozens of guards

armed with pistols, rifles and cross-
bows. His account was given today in
a copyrighted article in the Chicago
Tribune,
" While some took the poison volun-
tarily, Clayton said, hundreds had to
be forced. Sometimes the poison was
administered intraveneously by the
nurses and the commune’s doctor.

Throughout the ordeal, Clayton
said, Jones urged followers to hurry
up, referring to the poison potion as
“the last and only drink.”’

AS HIS FOLLOWERS died at his

See SURVIVORS, A6

e v (.
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A,

SURVIVORS

. Continued From A-1
feet, C[ayton quoted Jones as saying:
“I'll see you in the next life. I'm
finally gmng to my rest. We 1 tinally
be at peace.”

Clayton said Jones first called his
followers together and told them
Rep. Leo Ryan, D-Calif., and mem-

bers of his party had been killed. He -
“Who is agamst taking.

then said,
their own life?"” )

Clayton said one woman identified
as Christine Miller told Jones, “I
have a right to do with my life what I
want and you have no right to take
my life away from me."

Clayton quoted Jones as saying, 'I
c¢an't leave any member of my
family behind.”

Clayton, who belonged.to the sect
for seven years, said he managed to
escape by making the guards think
he was looking for survivors and then
ducked into the jungle when they
weren't looking.

Several hours later, he said, he
heard shots coming from the camp

and guessed the guards were killing
" those whosurvived the poison. .

QNOTHER SURVIVOR, Odell
Rhodes, a J6-year-old gatwe of De-

troit,
gave reporters this account:

“They (the medical team) took
equipment into a tent, used as a li-
brary and school, large syringes
minus the needles, plastic contain-
ers, with the poison,

**They would draw an amount out
in the syringes and administer it by
simply squirting it in ‘people’s
mouths: Then they would give them a
small drmk of punch to wash it
down.’

“‘The first adult to die was a young
mother with-a small baby maybe 114
yearsold in her arms.

“"Many of the children volunteered
to take the poison . I can't say
why most of the people were found
face doWwn.”,

“‘They Were fall:ng all different
ways. Parénts were talking to their
children . . . and Jones was urging
the parents to tell their children that
it was not painful. The children were
crying..

“Jones said, ‘We have to die with
dignity,” because of what the United
States was doing to the community.

‘“Jones was sitting in a cha:r and
he was very calm. .

“l NEVER BELIEVED wholly in
anything and I couldn’t buy it. . .1
didn’t believe that killing myself was
my way of solving anything. . . .

*Suddenly the loudspeaker called:
‘All people with weapons, come up to
the assembly area.’ When they left I
worked my way from building to
building to the back of the compound
and then down through a field into
the brush,

“I didn't think the guards would
commit suicide ... they were a
clique . . . they didn't mix much w1th
other people

Asked why Jones did this, Rhodes
said: “He thought that if the Parks
{a family of defectors) were allowed
to leave and got away with it, others
would come from the Uniled States
and take away their family mem-
bers.

‘“Jones couldn't see his organiza-
tion break up . . . he had a tremen:
dous ego.”’
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‘Guyana troops pro

Georgetown, Guysnua (UPI)
—The government of Guyana be-
fgan its own investigation into the

onestown mass suicide yesterday,
dering troops into the jungle
rommune to look for documents

There was growing evidence that
It leader Jim Jones had ordered the

suicnde in a fit of despondency
;ver fears that a United States eon-
ssman’s investigation eould mean the
of the cult briore Jones could make

Soviet Unioo. i

~ Jones, who had turned increasingly
rxist in recent meonths, spoke fre-
ently in his sermons of taking his

rBut'tbe mass suicide began before
E:money could be delivered by three

. members of the cult—Tim Carter, 25, of
Boise, Idaho; his brother Mike, 20, snd
v ichael Prokes, X2, of Modesto, Calif.
¢ Fhey stashed the suilcase in a ehicken
! ¢oop and were picked up by Guyanese
. suthorities. Guyana lster cenfiscated
fhe money. © . - - -
7 { " -~Beedy hotel reoms
" Thirtydiwo survivors of the suicide
sat around their seedy holel rooms or
napped while gwaiting transportation to
the Unifed States. Another 46 at the
. tult'’s headquariers .in Georgetown re-
mained under heavy ‘guard. One of the
! 46 has been charged with murder in the
i deaths of Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif).
' and four olher Americans; another was
¢ charged with the murder of a mother
E and her thres children st the headquar-

L - JENUS VLR - QL

bassy to further hix plans.

B

any other clues to the deaths
more than 900 members of a ' ¢
ifornia religious eult. |

. More answers to the mystery of
Jones' last hours of decision were piec-
#d logether from statements from the
few survivers Including Tim Carter,
who carried the suitcase of mopey that

contlained & letier lo the Soviet Embas-
sy in Georgelown.

Apother possible cJue came Irom a
pote apparently written by Jones in a
{it of despondency following the airport

. killing .of Ryan and his reporied fear

that Ryap's. investigation of reportis
that temple members were being held
in pearslavery would mean the end of
the cult.

The FBl in Washington was study-
ing what it called a iwo-paragraphb note
‘of despair found on Jones’ body. Its
conlents were not disclosed and hand-
writing experts were checking to see
whether Jones actually wrotethe nele.-.

In yashi.ngton, the State Depart-
ment declined yesierday to comment on

sny sspects of the investigations sur-
Lmunding tbejgonestown massacre.
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Pois

Georgetown, Guyana—Guy-
;anese soldiers scarched through a
“steaming jungle yesterday for
tundreds of American religious
zealots who fied their remoge
compound after the suicide-my
der deaths of at least 409 fello

cultists. B

Some were shot, but most ap-
parently lined up and took doses
oTi cyanide poison mixed in a tub
with flavored water. A witness

d poison was spoon-fed to ba-
bies.

several hundred bodies were

sprawled around a communal
meeting hall, packed so closely

rt from

scene

|

|

l
i

together that many had fallen ;
across others who had died min-

utes earlier. Some had embraced
as they died. ,L

By dark, police and soldies
had found only 12 survivors fror
alpong the estimated 500 w0 9
wFo had fled into the bush.

JAll of the settlers were believed
to be Americans, most from Cali-
fornia.

These—who were kill? or.tapk
their own lives perished at about

on spoon-fed to babies’

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state,)
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the same time Saturday that en-
raged memBers of the sect at-
tacked an investigative group led
by Rep. Leo J. Ryan of San Mateo
at la dirt airstrip. They kiiled
Ryan, three U.S. newsmeén and a
woman from the settlement.

By midafrernoon, soldiers
ported counting the bodies of 163
women, 138 men and 82 children. .
A ;i)olicc spokesman said later the
toll was 409 as the terrible task
continued at the settlement in this
small South American country
tucked beside Venezuela. He said
bodics still were being found.

re wo.
3 1%

'

Reportedly uncovered at the!
same time was $1 million in cur
rency and checks.

P

Alsc found in the fields, huts
and dormitories were 17 shot-
uns, 14 rifles, seven pistols, a
lare gun and large amounts of |
ammunition, government officials |

said. 1

Among the dead were Jim
Jones, founder of the Pecple's
Temple settlement called Jones-
tywn, his wife and one of their
sms.

i

Jones, the offspring of an inter-
racial marriage, and his follow-
ers, both blacks and whites, es-
tablished the inland settlement
last ]year. It was carved from the
jungle in an isolated region 150
miles northwest of Georgetown
and 50 miles east of the Venezu-
elan border.

White House press secretary
Jody Powell said President Carter
and his wife, Rosalynn, expressed
.their "shock and grief” and Cart-

er “certainly is taking a personal|
interest” in the tragedy. [

Charles Kraus, a reporter for
the Washington Post who was
viith the Ryan party Saturday but
eL:aped death, was in a pool of
journalisis permitted to return to
Jonestown with government
forces yesterday.

He said Jones had been shot in
the head and was one of the few.
to die from a bullet wound. Jones’ ™
body, clothed in black pants and "
a colored casual shirt, wag 'on a
stage of the meeting hali¥vsmy .
$A1A. " ———

P

Scorgs o
in the }%IT, a round pavilion about
120 feet in diameter with a roof
but no walls, he said. Other

bodies were virtually in piles out-
side the hall and in small groups-
farther away. ;

Government investigators told
reporters Jones apparently had
shot himself. They said most of
the dead drank the fruit-flavored
water spiked with cyanide, but it
appeared some had poison inject-
ed in their veins while infants
were fed the deadly doses.

Jones' wife and son, one of the -
couple's seven children, died of ;

poison, the investigators said.

In Washington it was an-
nounced that 150 U.S. servicemen
are being assembled at various
bases to be flown to Guyana and
evacuate the bodies.

John A. Bushnell, head of the
special State Department task
force on the Jonestown tragedy,
said the servicemen will
Georgetown and then go to Jones-
town by helicopters and transfer
the ies back to Georgetown.
He reported a group of 29 US.
military specialists also would be
flown in to help identify the dead.

Christopher A. Nascimento, a
Guyanese cabinet minister wvisit-
ing New York City, said one rea-
son establishment of the settle-
ment was approved was refer-
ence leiiers submiiied by Jones.
He said the People's Temple sup-
plied about 60 letters, including
ones signed by first lady Rosa-
lynn Carter, Vice President Wal-
ter F. Mondale and several con-
gressmen, that complimented
Jones and his followers for their
activities in California.

Odcll Rhodes, a 36-year-old
tcacher and one of the camp sur-
vivors, told the pool reporters
elaborate preparations were
made for the mass suicides and
killings triggered by Ryan's visit,

Rhodes said he remained

through the first part of the sui-

cide ceremony, but wheén a Dr,
Lawrence Schact said he wanted
a stethoscope, Rhodes volun-
feer t it and hid i 13

jungle. LR

of_bb'dies were packedm-

y to.

|
|

He told the reporters Schacht
prepared the cyanidé PoTivn and
the doctor and two nurses ladl
it out, starting with the infants by
spooning or squirting it into thir
mouths,

Adults lined up and received
the poison drink in Eaper cups,
sipping it there or taking it back
to their places to join friends and
rclatives in a death toast, Rhodes
said.

Armed guards were stationed
around the group, he said, and
one woman who first refused 1o
take the poison drank it after oth-
ers shouted, "“No, no, if Father
says to do it you should do it

Jones was called father by his
followers.

Rhodes said the original plan
was for all the people in Ryan's
main aircraft to be killed by a

unman who would pose as a de-
?ector and get on the ﬁlane. then .
kill the pilot, causing the plane to
crash. ;
He said the man got on '.!l_é
secondary aircraft by mistake 5}
the tiny airstrip in the village
Port Kaituma, eight miles south
of Jonestown, then staried shoot-
ing, and other armed men on a
truck-trailer also opened fire.

When the killers returned to
Jonestown and it was known
some members of Ryan's group
had cscaped, the suicide ritual
was ordered, Rhodes said.

He said People’s Temple mem-
bers in Guyana and the United
States had been planning 8 simul:
taneous suicide ceremony fo‘gg

-months, to be carried out if the

1

|

|

code “‘white knight” was brojd-
cast. s

Rhodes said the code appareat-
ly was not broadcast, and Jones
summoned his followers to the
death mecting by telling them
over the loudspeaker, “The time
has come for us to meet in anoth-

“er place.”

According to Rhodes, Jones

used.the loydspeaker after Byan's

party had ieft, 1o _announce he



“distressed” about the illness.

bad ordered the deaths of the
Zongressmen and all other mem-
bers of his party,

Anothcr survivor, Grover Davis,
79, inld the pool reporiers he re-
alized what was going to happen
as the sctilers were being directed
16 the mecting hall and he ran
into the bush and hid.

A woimat who gave her name
as Hyacinth Prash and said she
a5 m her 70s was ill and re-
thained in her cabin where she ;
iipparently was overlooked.

Dlhamd bhoad conreend oo sl oo
30 nal 360 TG iné nua'l

es of many of the dead, and there
was a frothy substance on their
lips.

Doctors said it Prohably would
have talom alaot $iua mintitae Fas
Jisd FL AN AL ALNSUY Ad YL MLIIUWLILD 1IUS

the poison to bring death.

Government officials and wit-
nesses said about 1,000 acres of
the 4,000 acres Jeased by the Peor
ple's Temple had been cleared,
and the settlers were cultivating
bananas, orange and grapefruit
trees, okra, potatoes, corn and
cassava, a tropical fruit.

In San Francisco, Dr, Carlton
Goodlet said he had examined
Jones in August and found he
was seriously ill. Goodlet, Jones’
regular doctor, said, T insisted he
€9, into the hospital.”

ibe would not discuss Jones' ail-
ment, but Donald Freed, a writer
who also had visited Jones in
Guyana in August, said Jonces told
him he was terminall ill,L paossi-

Lt P R D, TR T
o WILH Lancder, and adil ne was

- ———

American lawyer Mark Lane,
wha escaped from the jungle
camp just before the mass deaths,
told reporters of terrifying hours
he and another attorney, Charles
Garry, spent in the camp and the
rainy jungle late Saturday and

unday.

(N Y Ry

1 1Lane, 4 prominent champion of
gontroversial cases and a legal

unse] to the sect, said he and
Garry were barred from s mass
meeting at the camp but heard
residents discussing communal
suicide over a loudspeaker. Ldhe.!
said.ope spoke of “the beauty of,

_death as paktt of our stfuggtes™ .l

The cultists reportedly had
long considcred mass suicide if
they felt their sect threatened.
Jones and the sect had been un-
der investigation in California be-
fore he founded the Guyana
camp. :

California p&iice and the FB
had been alerted to the possibility

%

of cult members in San Francisto

said he heard many bursts of au-
tomatic fire and streams from

the camp.

Guyanese Information Mim’s{_’ﬁr
shirley Field-Ridley told repojt-
ers that most of the bodies foulpd
Sunday by a company of troops
" who raided the camp showed no

- signs of violence, though some

had gunshot wounds.
“¥ really can't find the words ...

also committing suicide, but po-

we're all in a state of shock,” she

]iccbs;id tl:iere were “no signs of  said, visibly shaken.
any y admipistering Pm'son 10| . : :
/ i Pield-Ridley said reports that
themselves or to others. nine suspects had been arrested
The People’s Temple in San in connection with the Ryan at-

Francisco was quiet yesterday,
with a lone guarg standing at the
steel fence. Angry residents of the
predominant]yr{)lack neighbor-
hood told reporters nobedy had
paid attention to them when they
:(siked that the sect be investigat-

Lane said the Jonestown meet-
ing began at ahout § n.m, Only 40
minutes earlier, a haﬁ-dozeu sect
members had attacked Ryan's

tack were not true. She said only
one man had been taken into cus-
tody and identified him as Larry
Layton, about 32. She said he was
from America but she did not
know where. :

Reporter Tim Reiterman of the
San Francisco Examiner, 2 mem-
ber of the Ryan group and a sur-
vivor, said in a copyright story

. yesterday in the Examiner that
yton was one of several sup-

group at the airstrip where they defectors Ryan W?‘S ﬂ'?iﬂg_
were tryving to fly out some disen- 1@ escort away from the com _
chanted sect members. . - mune. - ,&

Lane, being guarded with Gar-  Reiterman and other survi rehs

ry in a building some distance
from the meeting, said he had
heard medical personnel were
preparing poison in a large vat

PP, A S R
FMDCWHCTC D G Laimp.

said they split up to take off in
two small planes at the Port Kai-
tuma airstrip, but were fired
- unnn huy alver o Al e
it MNPl Y BUUME S MGl TUWUCTU OF
_ \| more Temple members who rode
He said that from their vantage|| up in a truck and & trailer towed
point they also saw a dozen men{ by a tractor. When the blaze of
take “many” automatic rifles] gunfire finally ended, Reiterman
from a shed. " : l wrote, he was told by those in the
other piane that Layton had
pulied out a pistol and fired at
them. :

“They were sm.ihn'  The Those killed in the ambush
/ Alin, £ were the $3-year-old Ryan; re-

looked genuinely happy.” he said. poricr Dou Harris, 42, and cam-
He and Garry persuaded the €raman Robert Brown, 36, both
guards to release them, Lane ] of NBC News and both Los Ané‘e-

One of their two guards told
them, “We are all going to die
now,” Lane said.

said, by telling them he would | les residents; photographer Greg-
“write the story” of Jonestown | Ory Robinson, 27, of the S.F. Ex-
for the outside world. Before let- | aminer, and a woman camp
ting them go, the two guards { member who was trying to Jeave.
hugged both lawyers.. ‘i She was identified by Guyanese
‘ o ‘ officials as Patricia Parks, 18,
ionLa‘r'rl‘gd s;;?ohri eargd ;1;: c:m?;:"«g% ‘Lhough some US. officials said
ungle. As they! . X
did they. heard Jjoncs chanftin; :!:‘:,:?;i :.V:,s :::;:ir' Her home
over the loudspcaker, “Mothert ¢ *
Mother! ! Mothe?j"ahi?
suddenly gunfire erupte ”

" £
~Lane:

_“Téf GIRCr persons were WaUNG-

r-""""'“"_'-

F




ed — pewsmen including Reiter-
man, a kyan-eide, a U.S. diplomat
nd camp members and their rel-
Jtives — and were airlifted out to
' tals in Puerto Rico and

+ - ..
in serious condition.

The survivors, many of whom
escaped by running into the near-

by bush, spent a fearful night at

the t1own of Port Kaituma befare

| TP teard -
being evacuated by Guyanese sy

thorites. The authorities then ar-
nlfslf.:d Layton, who apparently
was the only impostor among the
wlould-be refugees.

Ryan had gone to Guyana to
investigate allegations from form-
er members and others that Jones
and the People's Temple were
guilty of widespread abuse g
members. L

-

[The 46-year-old Jones ioundﬁ&
the sect in the 1950s in Indianapr
plis with the avowed purpose of
breaking down class distinctions.

R OSR1
Washington. Three were reported

After moving to Califorpia,
Jonés—bécime a political Tigure,
crusading for liberal causes, alid
cventually was appointed chair-
man of tﬁc S.F. Housing Authati-
ty. But reports of his unorthodéx,
authoritarian control over the
sect — with allegations of brutal
treatment of wayward members
— led to his resignation from that

post.

He called the char
b

geous lies,” and in August 1§77
came with about 1,200 followers
to Guyana. The goal of their
farming commune was to become
Sle'Sl-lffiCienl. PR ———

es “oulva-
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GEORGETOWN, Guyana (UPI) — The Rev. Jim Jones, head
of # fanatical California religious cult, led his family and

hundreds of his American disciples to their deaths in a mass
sticide-murder ritual, the Guyanese government reported
Monday.

Information Minjster Shirley Field-Ridley issued a staternent
which put the number of Americans dead at 322 with 600 to
800 other members of the cult missing from their jungle
commune 150 miles west of Georgetown.

Christopher Nascimento, the minister of state in the office of
the prime minister in New York, issued a similar statement in
which he said he did oot know whether the 46-year-old

%

Related stories, Pages 10, 11 "

i

a"Bisbop“ Jones died from poisoning or whelber he was shot
but said his body was found alongside his wife and their smali
»won

Mrs. Field-Ridley put the toll at 162 women, 82 children and
138 men.

She said authorities recovered 17 thotguns, 14 rifles, seven
pistols and one flare gun.

Mark Lane, an American lawyer who acled as comnsel for
the cult, told newsmen earlier that the poisoned vietims hap-
pily drank the lethal brew ladled out of a big tub by the

commune’s doctor and nurse. The nature of the poison was
Dot immedistely dmown. ’
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Gru executioners, loyal to ‘‘Bishop™ Jim Jongs unti l~
end, n...ed down many of the cultists as they tried to pee
aming into the jungle. .
g"-‘Aﬁc‘q‘(’}leuyanrxese troops who took over the camp Monday found just
ohe person alive.

Lane said he counted 85 bursts of semi-automatic weapons
fire as the bizarre death mass suicide began on Sunday .
Members of the Peoples Temple sect massacrgd Rep. Leo J.
Ryan, D-Calif., and four other Americans in a jungle ambush

(See CULT, Page M)

guit From Page 1 —

Saturday evening as the Americans were heading back 1o the
United States with 16 defectors from the commune at Jones-
town, 150 miles west of Georgelown near the Venezuela bor-
der. Eight other Americans were wounded. .

Just hefore the suicide ceremony Lane said he and Charles
Garry, a prominent US. lawyer who represented Jones, en-
countered two armed black members of the commune en
route to the auditorium where the others were assembling.

“They said to us with smiles on their faces, ‘We are all
going to die.’ They were relaxed and happy and 1 wondered i
they were not doped,” Lane said. He said the men pointed out
an escape roule for them and that “they hugged us and said
goodbye.

“Shortly after that we heard the shooting. We could hear
the loudspeaker speaking of the dignity of death, the beauty of
dying. Jones shouted ‘mother! mother! mother! mother!’ Then
there was the first burst of shooting.”

Lane said he and Garry fled into the bush and were rescued
later by a unit of the Guyanese army. As they fled, he said,
they heard lots of gunfire and screaming people fleeing
through the brush with their children.

gmm nE

Sy

© e

Sctacinin The self-styled reverend, Jim Jones, leader of the
People Temple religious sect, is shown during on in-
terview of Jonestown, Guyeno, last Saturday shortly
before gunmen opened fire on Colifornia Rep. Leo
Ryon's investigote group. (San Francisco Exominer

Jphoto) L e
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The bodies of victims in the slayings in Jonestown, Guyana, Soturday lie on the airstrip by | Temple, after they hod inspected the cult's camp to investigate charges by Ryon's con-
the plane which waos to carry them bock to Georgetown. Congressman Leo Ryan and four | stituents that their relotives were being held ogainst their will and subjected t¢ mental and
other Americans were mossocred by members of the bizorre religious cult, the Peoples | sexual intimidation. {San Francisco Examiner photo)
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300400 SUICIDES REPORTED

GEORGETOWN, Guyana {AP) —| Witnesses said a man with a knpife
Information Minister Shirley Fieldjhad threatened Ryan earlier in
Ridley reported about 300 to 400 bodiesiJonestown.

— and no one alive — had been found} The State Department identified
in the Guyana jungle camp of affour of the dead as the 53-year-old
California sect whose members killediRyan: reporter Don Harris. 42, and

five Americans including Rep. lec
Ryvan of California and three
newsmen.

Miss Ridley told The Associated
Press yesterday that the bodies were
found by troops who invaded the
Jonestown camp, in northwest Guyana,
of the Peoples’ Temple led by the Rev.
Jim Jones. She said there were no
marks of violence on the bodies, but no
living persons had been found in the
camp so far.

The minister said she heard reports
there had been 2 mass suicide by poison
at the camp, and that she had heard
nothing to discount these reports. The
U.S. Embassy said it had been unable|
to confirm the report of the mass
deaths.

About 1100 persons, all of them

Americans, had been reported living
in the camp.
' Stephen Katzaris, a Potter Valley.
Calif., psychologist who accompanied
Ryan to Guyana in a futile attempt to
get his daughter out of Jonestown, sald
the inmates of the camp had had rass
suicide rehearsals and signed undated
suicide notes before they left
California for Guayana.

“They will all be dead by to-
tnorrow.” said Katzaris, whose son
Anthony. 23, was critically wounded in
the attack in which Ryan wasKilled.

Survivors of the attack Saturday
evening said the congressman and thel
others were slain with shotgun blasts]
fired from ‘‘inches away' by
members of the sect.

" Ryan. D-Calif., had gone to the
camp in this small South American
country to investigate reports of

-ameraman Robert Brown. 36, both of
NBC News and both Los Angeles
residents, and photographer Gregory
Robinson, 27, of the San Francisco
Examiner newspaper.

The identity of the fifth victim was
withheld pending notification of
relatives, but Guyanese sources said
she was an 18-year-old American
woman from the settlement who ap-
parently was trying to leave with
Ryan.

Ten persons were wounded in the
atlack.

Robert Flick, an NBC News field
roducer with the crew, said after the
inital shooting the assailants walked up
ta the wounded and shot them in the
ead with shotguns. “That was how
Ryan and Harris died,’” he said.

Charles Krause. a Washington Post

reporter with Ryan’s party, said Ryan
was threatened by a man with a knifen
Jonestown earlier Saturday but
scaped injury when the assailant was
subdued.
Ryan’s shirt was stained with blood
‘hen the attacker was cut by his own
knife while being disarmed. Krause
said.

Flick said Guyanese troops arrested
nine suspects. The government,
through a spokesman in New York,
Jack Gelinas. confirmed ene arrest. He
named the suspect as Larry John
Legton and said he was an American
whose age and homelown were not
known.

Reston said two American lawyers,
Mark Lane and Charles Garry, who
were oh the trip as counsel for sect
founder Jim Jones, were unharmed and
in Jonestown.

abuses of members of the sect.
Shooting erupted as he tried to take
geveral disenchanted sect members
back to Georgetown by plane.
Witnesses said a man with a knife had

Lane defended Martin Luther King's
convicted assassin James Ear] Ray.
The US. Embassy identified the
seriously injured as Jackie Speier,
Ryan’s administrative assistant: Steve

threatened Ryan earlier in Jonestown. Sung. 34, of Pasadena. Calif.. who is a

Meanwhile in San Francisco the FBI sound man for NBC, and Anthony
said it was investigating a report that Kalsaris, Carolyn Boyd and Beverly
‘*lhe People's Temple had aOliver. The embassy identified the last
contingency plan to kidnap highthree as concerned sect members'
government officials in case the Rev.relatives who accompanied the Ryan
Jim Jones were arrested’” in Guyana. party. . -

FBI spokesman Joe Aaron said the
kidnap information was received some
time ago. Aaron said new information

ta~tha_same effect was_Ieceived
yesterday morning.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Spundeg less seriously wems-Richard
Dwyer, deputy chief of the US,
Embassy here; Ron Javers, 32, a
reporter for the 5San Francisco
Chronicle, and Tim Reiterman, 31, a
reporier for the Examiner, the
embassy said.

A Guyanese military plane brought
the wounded back to Georgetown,
where a UJ.S. Air Force C-141 transport
plane picked them up. ’

The murders of Ryan and the others
were the latest and most gruesome
incidents in a 20-year saga of intrigue
and controversy surrounding the
People’s Temple and Jones.

Conceived in Indianapolis, Ind.. in
the 19505 with the avowed purpose of
breaking down class distinctions, the
Temple moved to Redwood Valley,
Calif.. in the tzte 1960s and then San
Francisco in 197]. ’

Jones listed among his friends Gov.
Edmund G. Brown Jr.. Lt. Gov.
Mervyn Dymally, state Assemblyman
Willie Brown, Oakland Mayor Lione}
Wilson, Los Angeles Mayor Tom
Bradley and San Francisco Mayor
George Moscone, who appointed Jones
chairman of the city Housing
Authority after the People's Temple

hq;ged him win the mayoral glection in
1875,



DONHARRIS
~—Currespondent for NBC news




" w——ROBERT BROWN =
NBC television cameraman



i;REG ROBINSON, s
San Franclsco Examiner pholographer




Copyright phote by San Francisco Examiner via AP
binson

soundman Steve Sung in Georgetown, Guyana,
and Brown were both killed in an ambush Saturday.

F

San Francisco Examiner photographer Greg Robinson,
elt, photographs NBC cameraman Rob Brown, right. and
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it Leader
ncluded in

Mass Death i
! GETOWN, Guyanma —t Guvanese officials later puf the death

Guyanese troops reported yesterdayloll among cult members at 409, a news
that they had found the body of thoheency reported. They said Jones had
leader of a California cult among thosegnot himself in the right temple. Sect
of 300 to 400 of hus followers, some shothgiayers who survived were quoted as
but most of them poisoned. About 00 ying that unwilling fellow members
other cilt members were missing. ere forced to take poison, a liquid
The military tentatively identified)zoad with cyanide, against their will.
one body as that of James Warren' 1y washington, it was announced that
Jones, known as Jim Jones, who hadjsy servicemen are being assembled
sought to build a utopian commune inlynd will be fiown to Guyana to evacuate
the Guyanese jungle, but who hadgne hogdies,
preached mass suicide as a last resort. John A. Bushnell, head of the special
against the cult’s enemies. State Department task force on the
The deaths reportedly occurrredjonestown tragedy, said the
shortly after Rep. Leo J. Ryan, Sanservicemen will fly to Georgetown and
Mateo, Calif.. Democrat, and threethen goto Jonestown by helicoptersand
newsmen who had gone to investigatetransfer the bodies back to
the cult were slain Saturday night at aGeorgetown. He sald a group of 20 U.S.
nearby airport. An American womanniilitary specialists also would be flown
who was trying to leave the communeiin to help identify the dead. ]
also was killed. They said the dead were all members
Charles Krause, a Washington Postyf an agrarian-socialist cult cailed the
reporter, confirmed Jones was deadpeople’s Temple, which had cleared
and said he had been shot in the head, he jUﬂgle for farms in a wilderness
one of the few to die from a bullet ce fit on]y for a mnal co[ony when
wound. Jores' body. clothed in blackiGyyana was under British colonial
pants and a colored casual shirt, was onjm)je.
a stage of the meeting hall, Kra According to former members, the
said. mmune of 1,200 people was drilled
Krause was with the Ryan partyjoutinely in suicide as an answer to
Saturday and was in a pool ofymagined attacks by '‘mercenaries.”
journalists permitted to return to]l The 800 missing cult members had
Jonestown with government forceshpparently fled into the. jungle, one of
-esterday. he densest in the world, where flesh-
A government spokesman said therepating Piranha and electric eels inhabit
'as a report that a witness had seenfhe rivers and guicksand holes stand in
icommune members willingly sipping aflark pools beneath the thick forest
jpoisonous “brew from a tub.”’ nopy.
Mark Lane, the attorney and author] Ryan met with Jones on Saturday at
‘ho represented the cult. suggestedthe commune, called Jonestown, to
hat many of the men, women andhegotiate for the release of cult
hildren mlght have been slain by other embers whose parents in California
ult - members. Lane and Charleshad claimed were being held in virtual
arry, a San Francisco lawyer whohondage.
also defended the cult, escaped frem!{ when Ryan's party altempted to lead
he group's village of Joneslownspme cult members to two chartered
aturday night when the killings beganplanes on a small landing strip at
nd were picked up in the jungle bynearby Port Kaituma, armed men from
overnment forces Sunday. They didthe comraupe opened fire on_them,
ot see the killings. Ikilling five and wounding eight. *
Lane said he and Garry had heard
esidents of the camp talking on a
udspeaker about mass sujcide.
The Guyanese forces reported that
they had found the bodies of Jones's
wife_and gne of his sons beside him.
They apparently died of poison.
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newspaper, city and state.}

A=1 HERALD EXAMINEI
LOS ANGELES, Ci

Date: 11/21/78
Editiopuesday Latest

Title:

Character:

or
Classification:
Submit¢ing Offjce:
S i e les

FBI/DOJ



sk ¢

Besides Ryan, who was_53,_those JRe_.Jopestown seltlement _on.a
kilfed were Don Harris, 42, a telewnision 27,000-acre tract in the remote
reporter for NBC News, and Robert horthwest, was said to be an efficiently
Brown, 36, an NBC cameraman, both of managed farm that produced fruits and
Los Angeles; Gregory Robinson, 27, avegetables, including bitter and sweet
photographer for the San Franciscof255ava. bell yams and taro. The cult's
Examiner, and Patricia Parks orpan Francisco headquariers shipped
Parker, a cult member. Guyanese of-!arge and expensive farm machinery

ficials said she was 18. and oiher suppiies io jonestown. Since
When government police and troopsfthe settiement was operated as a
were later flown into the area, theyfeligious society — although its

discovered the bodies of hundreds ofPhilosophical core was without a deity
commune residents on the ground and{and appeared more social and politicat
in bark cottages at the settlement inin Structure than religious — the
Jonestown, Moreover, it was reported hipments were not supervised by
Monday that a People's Tempie leader,[CUYanese customs. !_\fter the
Sharon Amos, and her three daughters*€ekend’s events, this decision by the
had been found with their throats stit infgovernment is drawing criticism in the

the cult's headquarters in Georgetown. [Fapital.

The Guyanese minister of, Apparently the shipments  from
information, Shirley Fie]d-Rid]ey,._tanmeia also contained firearms and
yesterday expressed her government'sRmmunition. These are tightly
sympathy to the retatives of the deadtontrolled in Guyana, and no one is
Americans. saymg the impovenshed pllowed to bear arms without a
South Amerigan country had pever ex-Bovernment permit. L :
perienced anything like the ‘'very All mgmbers were supposed to twn
terrible happenings'* of the weekend. ﬁver their possessions to the People’s

Former members of the cult haglcrple when they joined and to give
warned that it was capable of violence 9905 the right to all future assets. Miss
Last June, one former member Crawford said cult members were
Deborah Layton Blakeyv, said in ainstructed to break close ties with their
deposition in a Guyana custody cascfamilies but to maintain some contact
involving a child in the Jonestownpn order to collect inheritances. Mrs.
commune: “The Rev. Jones labeledfBlakey also alleged that she had served
any person who left the commune aRs the cult's financial secretary, and as
‘traitor” and “fair game.' He stead-Jmuch as $65.000 a month in Soctal
fastly and convincingly maintainedfSecurity payments went to Jonestown
that the punishment for defaction was fhrough the American Embassy in
death.” ’ eorgetown.

She also told of suicide preparations| According to the testimony of former
ameng the commune's enlire raciallyjcult members: -
mixed population, which ranged in age| ® Farm workers worked 11 hours a
from infancy to retired Americans andPay. Six days a week. Onme former
included professionats such asfnember said: ' They ate rice for break-
physicians and pugses. ast, rice water soup for lunch and rice
. “'There was constant talk of death,” Pnd beans for dinner. They had
sald Mrs. Blakey, who was raised in an[vegetables three times a week, and an
affluent white family in Berkeley, P88 2nd cpokies on Sunday.”

Calif. “In Jonestown, the concepl of] SA-Guards patrotled the seyllement o
mass suyjcide for socialism arosc.|keep persons from entering or leaving.
Becsuse our lives were so wretched

anyway, and because we were so afraid
to _contradict Rev. Jones, the concept
was fiof chatlenged. " sttt




AP photo

Mass suicide victims lie near tub containing drink laced witiiTyanTde.
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GEORGETOWN, Guyana—Infor-§ Ryan (D-Calif.) had gone to_the
mation Minister Shiriey Field Ridley kamp in this small South American
reported today that 300 to 400 bodies ouniry (o investigale reporis of
wme—weeeey _ —and no one alive—had been found khuses of members of the sect. Shoot- R
. in the Guyana jungle camp of a Cali- Ing erupted as he tried to take several
fornia sect whose members killed {iveglisenchanted sect members back o
Americans including Rep. Leo J.[Georgetown by plane. Witnesses said
Ryan of California and three news-l man with a knife had threatened _
men. ) yan earlier in Jonestown.

Miss Ridley said the bodies werel Tn Washington, a State Department
found by troops who invaded thejofficial said, “We have received from
Jonestown camp, in northwest Guya-jour embassy in Guyana preliminary —
na, of the Peoples Temple led by Jimfreport from the local police on the
Jones, a former San Francisco city of-kscene that it appears as if as many as
ficial. members of the Jonestown Peo- / Q / 8

Miss Ridley said she had heardiple’s Temple may be dead. We have Date: £1/2Q7/7 o
there had been a mass suicide by poi-jno further details at this time.” eaiuadonday Yinal
son at the camp, and that she had] State Department spokesman Tom
‘heard nothing to discount these re-[Reston said in Waslglington gt
[ports. ‘there are alarming indications t

About 1,00 persons, all of themimembers of the Peoples Temple in Title: CULTISTS DEAD
Americans, had been reported livinglGuyana are engaging in mass suicide.
in the camp. There was no indication| “The Guyanese police report that a
what might have happened to theiwoman who ran the Peoples Temple

others. ffice in Georgetown has killed her Character:
It was not known whether Jones children and taken her own life. or
was among the dead. “Another Peoples Temple member, Classification:

Stephen Katzaris, a Potter Valley.,who says he from the Temple . .
lr“,..n!i.f...p psychologist who accompaniediand wglked efnfagne.z.?es renorted ngal. Submitting Office:
Ryan to Guyana in a futile attempt tolsome 200 members of the Temple Los Angeles
get his daughter out of Jonestownjwere taking their own lives, having

said the inmates of the camp had hadidone so when he escaped.”
mass suicide rehearsals and signed Meanwhile, Guyana officials said
|undabed suicide notes before they leftihat Tarry John Layton, an American

Fialifarnin fae fTiavana ol o wem nadine wf bl Damealas Moasmas]a
(WIIUI HLIE WL RALE F At U d [HEIHUCT UL WHT TEURNTS L ERIpIT

“They will all be dead by mmOf'F:aligious settlement at Jonestown,
row,” Katzaris had predicted Sunday hwmd in connection_with.
z{aaflaris' s%%dﬁmlgzgttﬁ was cl"'.“' the ambush-murder of Ryan and the

Ryan was killed.
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four_nmer,ﬁmeﬁcans as they tried to escort unhappy dgt-

tlers from the camp.

Layton's age and hometown were not known.

Resion said the sect has about 3,000 members in Calizor-
hia and authorities have been alerted to the possibility of
mass suicide in the United States,

A Ryan aide said that James Cobb, once a bodyguard to
Jones, the sect’s leader, who later became disenchanted
with both the sect and Jones, had gone to Guyana with
Ryan and is stil! unaccounted for. L

Sherwin Harris of Lafayette, Calif., who went to Guyana
to see his daughter, a cult member, said she was killed Sat-
urday night by church members in Georgetown.

“My daughter is dead. I'm making funeral arrangements

for her now. That happened in Georgetown last night. She

was murdered last night by these people—they are abso-
lutely raving lunatics . . . They are {fanatics.”

A former bodyguard for the Peoples Temple warned of a
wave of jungle murders and suicides because of the im-
minent destruction of the fanatical movement,

“1 was an armed bodyguard for the Peopies Temple,”
said Wayne Pietilda, 25, of the San Francisco area, a rela-
tive of persons in the Guyana commune.

“Members of the cult believe that they all will be killed
when the Temple is desiroyed,” Pietila said. “We, con-
cerned members of the family of those in the Temple, are
now very concerned about a massive wave of murders and
suicides.” o

He said some of those who wanted to leave with the
Ryan party were now hiding in the jungle, fearful that
they will be hunted down by Temple assasins.

Pietila said he had warned Ryan that he should not go
into Jonestown without armed bodyguards. “He just
layghed at us,” he said. “We did warn him there was a
possibility of shooting.™ R—



MOMENTS BEFORE DEATH-—NBC newsman
Don Harris, left, and San Francisco Examiner

phofographer Gregory Robinson, right, appear.

in film token by NBC cameraman Robert Brown

shortly before shooting erupted at Po"LlS.Qi—ll%'.
ma, Guyana, All three newsmen were killed.
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Guyana Says
400 Bodies
ln Jonestown

By Keith Power
Chronicle Correspondent
Georgetown. Guyana

The Guyana Ministry of In.
formation reported carly today that
military troops airlifted into Jones-
fown found “30¢ 1o H0 dead
bodies™ at the jungle scttlement,
apparently the victims of a mass
suicide. 3

“No living persons were
found.” said a ministry spokeswom-
ap. who said troops were “going
ttirough the bodies seeking to
idpntify the dead.”

t There was no other immediate
confirmation of this report from
any other government agency here.

" The spokesman said initial re-
ports indicated the dead “appeared
10 have taken poison,” hut that this
was uncertain, and medical person-
nel would be sent fo the seene
today to determine the cause of the
deaths.

Guyana police and army troops
were sent to the remote Peoples’
Temple agricultural mission yester-
duyv after Congressman Leo Ryan
and four others were murdered as
lut_) aui‘m".)uu o escort fearful

and disillusioned settlers out of the
jungle.

One report said that eight men
I one woman were arrested
shprtly after the Guyvana forves
rrived near Jonestown, the vom-
péund named after the Rev. Jim
Jones, leader of the religious sect.

A gov emmem spukmmanjden-
tified one suspect
Layton. an Ameman f k
The Guyanan gmerningnt*eir-
prigssed  official repret  over- #he
inciden

-
!

nd pledged to mheke « i’

 that were waijting 1o carry them 150

“every possible effort” to arrest the
persons wiotnr town Ryan (Dem-
san Mateo) and the others.

It also shid that no Guyanese
were involved in the Saturday
massacre, which 1ook place at an
airfield at Port Kaituma. the near-
est landing place to the tf,mples
remote outpost.

n ' Evewitnesses said the unpro-
{ juked, surprise attack came from
Mmericans who were living at the-

J 1ission.

The vicious assault with pistois,
rifles and a shotgun taken from a
Guyvanese policeman, killed Con- .
gressman Ryvan and four others,
including three newsmen.

The other dead were identified
as Gregory Kobinson, 27, a photog-
rapher for the San Francisco Exam-
iner; NBC news correspondent Don
Harris, 41, and NBC cameraman
Bob Brown, 36. both of Los Angeles,
and Patricia Parks who was -identi-
fied as a member of the temple
community who was seeking her
freedom with Ryan's help.

o Rvan and his party — accom-
panied by several People’s Temple
ollowers who wanted (o leaw

[Jonebloun — Were st upon \uth
opt warning as they attempted f0F
board two %mall &iartered planes

miles hack to Georgetown. the |
capital of this tiny country on the .
northeast coast of South America.

American government sources
identified those seriously injured in
the attack as Jackie Speier. Ryan's
administrative assistant: NBC
sound man Steven Sung of Pasade
na; and Anthony Katsaris. Carolyn
Bovd and Beverly Oliver, three

relatives of members of the Jones

sect.

Wounded less serjously wepe"

b
ﬁ)

Ron Javers, 32, a Chronicle re
who was shot in the left sheuld
Tim Reiterman, '7{1 a San F‘rm\b

BTL L

‘Examiner reporter shot t
+the arm, and Richard Duyerﬂep&
ty (hlof of the US. embaayxdg

" The wounded fled into the sur-
rounding swamp until e attackers
left, then huddled together through

" the night under the limited prot

tion of Guyana police who lit-
nessed the attack, but said t li‘\
could do nothing to stop it.

Rch BC field
producer who survived the atiack,
said yvesterday that at least 50 shots
were fired at the unarmed party as
it waited to board the planes.

[' "As_they fell. people walked-
tawer and sho em poin ank in

phe face, he reporled.

Washington Post reporter
Charles Krause, who was shot in the
hip, said that all night long. the
survivors waited for the gunmen to
return. “Every time we heard a
truck or a strange noise, we hid as
best we could,” Krause said in his
copyrighted account.

“What had started as a zan
story about a congressman wantin
to investigate a freaky religioug
commune in Guyana was no longer
zany,” Krause wrote.

*Leo Ryan was right. He knew
something was terribly wrong at
Jonestown. He sensed — even if he
might be ridiculed for making the
trip — that he should come and try
to unmask the horror. We are along
for the ride.”

Small planes carried the
wounded from the airstrip near
Jonestown back to Georgetoyn
early yesterday, where they wd-e
put aboard a U.S. military hospilal

plane sent to pick them up, I
Ll r ‘

iFive of the survivors — Speier.
Sung. Reiterman, Javers and Bovd
— were admitted to Andrews Air
Force Base Hospital near Washing-
ton, D.C,, last night.

[ SO A

(A hospital spokesmanesard

-3 ~




Speier_and Sung hoth suslainec“
extensive gunshot and
were in surgery last night. Speier
was listed in serious condition. and
Sung in satisfactory condition.

tJavers and Reiterman ap-
veared 10 be in good condition as
locters examined them to see if
Jurgery was necessary. Boyvd suf-
fered no phyvsical wounds, hut was
in shock. the spokesman eaid.

tThree other of the wounded
were taken off the military plane atf
a refueling stop in Puerto Rico, an%

o
admitted 10 2 UK Navy hnapna!L

there.

{They were Katsaris, 23, of
Potter Valley, Calif., who suffered a
chest wound: Ben Gozney of Jones-
town, who was shot in the dhdo-
men; and Mrs. Oliver of San Fran-
cisco, who was shot in hoth feet.
Mrs. Oliver's hushand, Howard. had
suffered a stroke in Georgetown:
and was flown out with the others
and hospitalized with his wife.)

The two lawyers who accom-
pinied the illfated mission on
hrhalf of People’s Temple were,
I porled to have returned safely to

........ v gy smeital s

G OTEeiowil. Lhe capital ity

Former Black Panther lawyer |
Charles Garry is “safe and alive”
and in some form of police or
protective custody 1here, reporters

|

eoaid
b RLVEY

(In New York, the family of |
attorney Mark Lane told reporters
that Lane had called his family to ¢

sav he was safe in Georgetown. and
way heing gllnrdnd )

i
was Deing guardec., ‘
‘l
2

In Georgetown, police sur-
rounded the temple’s headquarters, !
where temple spokeswoman Shar-
on Amos and her three children

were IOUﬂ(l oeau ‘3311]1"03} IllRI]l l
Their throats were cut. t
i

Local police said they did not
know if they were dealing with
murder or suicide in the Ames (359

hui American governmeni apunt:a—

1en said they were hearing rupddss |

M mass suicide among 1emple\
npembers,
Police In 8an Francisco and l

Los Angeles, where the temple has
its churches, werealsrted to the
possibility of further violence.

Ryan, a globe-trotting Iegisla
tive investigator, had taught in a
ghetto school in Los Angeles, spent ]
a week in Folsom Prison. and!
watched baby harp seals clubbed 10 l
death in Newfoundiand as he tried §
to probe events first-hand.

On November 8, the day after
he was elected to a fourth term in
Congress, Ryan announced that he
would be making a fact-finding trip
to Guyana to investigate complaints |
by relatives of some temple mem-
bers that their kin were being held
against their will at the mission.

He went. despite warnings
from government officials and his
O\m staff: and he was accompanied

a group of newsmen and con-
Lerned relatives.

The Ryan group was admitted
to the colony at Jonestown on
Friday, after they had waited three
days in Georgetown for permission
to enter the remote church facility.

The visit was tense on Friday

night and grew increasmgl} troy-
bled Saturday morning, when sev- .

“eral temple members asked to be

helped to leave and the attempted o
knife attack en Ryan took place. ",
The Congressman and his par-
ty. joined by several disgruntled
temple members, left Jonestown
and were able Lo drive through the

jungle to the airport at Port Kaitu-
ma hefure the fatal attack

RAUIVIT T L858 858V R

The airstrip is eight miles south
of Jonestown and about 150 miles
northwest of the capital. near the
Venezuelan horder.

According to the State Depart-
ment officials, they were in the
process of hoarding the rescue
aircraft when a flatbed trail
pulled by yracwr appeared on t
alrt.trm \

i % S U

A pumber of men, perhaps as
man} ‘as six. jumped from tbe
1r.uier_and opened fire on Ryan's
group, which, reportedly included

27 persons.

faa it W N

Cgaid
Sdiud

The gunfire disabled the larger -
of two chartered planeS but the
crew of a serond. smaller, pla
was able to take off and escaﬂe

during the aitack. G.n
First news of the shooting

the remote area, where communi-
cations are virtually non-existent,
came from crew members of the

AL ik o

pldﬂe di t‘de}JUU

(Officials in Washington, led by
President Carter, expressed shock
and sadness over the killing of
Ryan and the others.

(The President called Ryan's
mother, Autumn, at the congress-
man’s townhouse home 10 exprps
his condolences. F

(“The President said Leo had
done many fine things in his years
in Congress and that he would
always remember that Lec was the
first member from California to
support him for the White House,”

AMee Dairnm
¥l D, Ivyall.

(One of his Democratic col-
leagues on the House International
Relations Committee, Representa-
tive Lester Wolff of New York,

>, i Kl 19
deseribed Byan as “one of a whole

new breed of investigative con-
gressmen who just don't sit, but go
out and see things for themselvest
He wouldn't take the State Departi
ment’s word for things. Unfortyl
ngtelv itled to this greaistrogeds b
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Bodies of Jim Jones

(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)
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bodies of the Rev. Jim Jones and aL comminily only a few weeks ago in
least 409 of his followers were found the face of growing criticism in the
by Guyana officials Monday after a United States from relatives of people
eekend of horror and killing at an,who lived there, said poison was
merican religious commune in the taken into the community center hait

o Fakic Orodlh A mmaminan natinn  Qatiirdav nicht Than thoa cant mam
UNGIES OF LIS SOULL ATNETICAT fiduil, Davdlay Lipiit. LiE WUT Sl sivii

Commune members had shot andbers, surrounded by armed men, some
illed Rep. Leo J. Ryan {(D-Calif.)of whom had modern automatic
nd four other Americans at a jungle weapons, were persuaded or ordered
irstrip Saturday. The bodies were to take the poison.

reported to be victims of a mass sui- “They lined up women, even little
cide pact, though some had beenchildren, i take poison. It was crazy.
murdered. This was not suicide, it was poison or
| The Guyana Ministry of Informa- a bullet.” ‘

‘tion said that by midafternoon Mon-. Events at the commune last Satur-
day soldiers reported counting the day are still confused, and there are
bodies of 163 women, 138 men and 82 very few known survivors. Those
children. A police spokesman said Ia- who have reached Georgetown have

r that the toll was 409 and that been put under protective custody by

ies were still being found. the Guyana authorities, Lane said.

By dark, police and soldiers had But Lane himself, who went to the
ound only 12 survivors from among commune tast week with Ryan and a
e estimated 500 to 900 who had fled party of U.S. journalists, lawyers and
nto the bush. All of the settlers were diplomats, gave one of the most

lieved to be Americans, most from epherent accounts.

ifornia. ) ... He said there was intense bitter-
Guyana officials said the VictimS ness in the commune, especially on
appear to have died of poisoning in a e part of Jones and the small clique
mass suicide paCl. but some of thEm[which ran the commune, about criti-
ad been shot with rifles and auto-ivism they had been receiving in the
malic weapons. United States.
U.S. attorney Mark Lane, one ofl He said that there was strong op-
the few survivors of the mass killing'nosition to Ryan’s visit and that Ryan
to reach this capital so far, told the had been told not to bring any journa-

Tne Anoelas Times in an interview licte seneciallv not to hring televigion
ARAT IRIGAAALA A LR LA R MDD, COPRCALIGLIT HIUL 47 A B Vi ¥ ERial
Monday night, “There was no mass qrews.
|suicide. It was mass murder, planned Robert Brown and Don Harris, two
to look like mass sujcide.” , members of an NBC television team
Guyana army officers returning o on the fact-finding mission, and Ryan
Georgetown Monday night told were among the first to die. Also
michtmara tnlas af hadiac nilod in tha | _ it _ Py srimdimen asramn Mlmamaen
HNEHLIIEOIT WUTO Wi WAALICD pilbu L Wi among LNE TITSL VICLITNIS WeTe UIUSUIJ'
sect’s community center and the Robinson, a photographer with the
stench of death under the tropical San Francisco Examiner, and a fe-
Butl. ‘male member of the community.
Officials said Jones, a former |
Francisco city official who founded, ,; ; meeting Saturday afternoon,
the Peoples Temple Christian Com- [ ane said, a man grabbed Ryan
mune, had been shot and near him ;round the throat from behind and
;:‘:re thed{bodies o}f1hishw‘iife and one of puched a knife 1o his chest, shouting,
is_childzen, who had apparently “You son of a bitch. I'm gging to kill
been poisoned. :y‘gﬁ‘”—"“ N
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ut several people 'grahhgg_.l,hel L The tast thing [ head dones—say
man ans prevented the killing. Lane oVer—ife “loudspeaker was ‘Mother,
and a US. diplomat accompanying mother, mother . . . mother, mother,
the group persuaded Ryan to leave mother.” Then we heard a lot of shots,
the commune to ease the tension. iprobably 80 or 90, and we ran off

Ryan, members of his delegation along the path.”

and several disgruntled members of Lane said that at one point he and
the sect who had asked to leave the Garry got lost. When they found the
commune with Ryan were ambushed path again they decided to cut up a
at a remote jungle airstrip at Poripair of shorts he had with him and
Kaituma. Ryan and four others were leave the pieces along the trail to find
killed and 10 others wounded. their way back should they get lost
" News of the violence shocked theagain. -

commune and a meeting was calledto They slept for several hours, then

decide what should be done about it. continued again at first light Sunday

“1 told Jones he must call in the po- morning, finally reaching a rough
lice,” but nothing was done about it,oad where they were picked up by
Lane said. “During our conversation [ Guyana soldiers.
gradually began to see that Jones had_ Lane said that he had met Jones
planned the knife attack on the con- himself only twice. The first time was

gressman that afternoon.

“He talked of a mass suicide pact
and ] told him ‘You can't do that." ™

Lane said he and another American
lawyer, Charles Garry, of San Fran-

nicnn wraen' talbam khuy a oraim af man
LILY, WwLIC wWATLHl IJJ [} EIUUP UL Juvil

Saturday night to a building called
the East House, close to the big com-
munity center.

“I think we were taken there so
that we could not interfere in the
proceedings,” Lane said.

From there they could hear Jones
addressing members of the sect over
the public address sysiem.

Jones, Lane said, told the sect
members, “There is dignity in death.”
Then there was a debate about sui-
cide, but from where he and Garry
were held it seemed that Jones was
not anxious that there should be a de-
bate. At one point he told the people,
“Let us not argue amongst ourselves
about this.”

Lane said that after some heated
debate he saw 10 to 15 men leave th

several weeks ago when he agreed to
me the commune’s lawyer. He
'was shown the commune, and ai first
everything seemed perfect.
“Then I began to wonder. It was
too perfect. 1 would see a young girl
heiping an old woman across the
road. Many things like that. These
things were in my mind when some
ipeople living there came {0 me to
compiain. They were afraid. They
were lerrified.
“Their mail was censored, in and
out. Their lives were controlled. I was
Emwn some houses where they lived

d they seemed fine. Then I began
getting information that this was ali
ibeing put on for my benefit.

“After that first visit, 1 kept up the
investigation. Then I got what 1 con-
sidered was very sound evidence that
it had been a charade to lead me
astray.”
| Asked what this- evidente was,
Lane refused to say. “I'm not saying
anything more that might put people

2in danger until I'm sure this is all

commurity hall and run to a nearby gver,” he said.

building. They came out of it with ri
fles and automatic weapons and rar

back to the community center.
“Then'] knew for sure that thi

Lane said the evidence he had re-

A aa B ad  dhad Trsmmen lusad
COLUINTCG Wdal  JUIKKS Hau

lved
SEmnnous amounts of money at the

mass suicide was going to be imposed'” ] yas convinced by my informants

on them,” Lane said.

that he had one foot locker with $3

Lane said he and Garry feared they_ ... ' ; une,”
we;e lt:eing i“"“ﬁdega c:’n éhke death hsl’nglhqg in $100 biils at the comm
and the men who en them to wygn,. j
. " “When 1 found out these things,
Lhniﬁsstgﬁmtggg him that every-gyen before 