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Ail ¢he parties tc this case are ammraﬂan‘:;}:z .
2ue parents cf the child zre oo one 5ide and the Peo ‘E&Q\\\
Temple, & Californie religioms cxganization thxe alsc

orerates in Guyana, on taw otherx,

. Opy hmbassador and his staff in Guvanz bkave waken an
inrerest in the czse, but have suphiasi. chat the (nterest
of the United Staves i confined o ageusing that the matter
is fajrly and ippertially addjocdicated in the courts strictly
chi it merits and without outside intexfesrence from any
gunarter. <Consistent with this prsition, ths Exkassy has
avoided taking any sides in what is essentdally & civil
dispute betwesan wwo groeps oFf hwericans., Nor nag any
pressure been hroucght by the ' Exbaesy cn the Government of -
SGuyana 3T Lt2 courts, wWhich have yet I ruiis or the mattar.

_in favur of one side or -he otvher.

The inguiries made by the American Embassy o7\ behalf off
che child's parents were neIRal protective . service that any
american cizizen abroad coculd expect to receive frox hig ‘
government. The ingquiries were not attempts to interfere in

che internal affzire of Guyam md, md(faﬂ. bave npt bheen
intergreted A% such. - )

- While we in the Departwent of State sympathl ze vnvy
much with My. and Mrs. Stoan in thelr effores o regain -
castody of their son, Tegrettably there 1z little we can do
tc be of agsistance. Neither ths Depsrtmant-zt State nor
whe courts of the State of California have the authority :o
eanforce a U.S. court decision concerning the custody of John
Viceor as long as he iz physically Jiocared ogutside of the
Onited Stares. Child custody orders issued in tile UTaited
States are normally not acceprted for enforcement in another
country on the basis of comity. “hile any Muerican costody

dacisicn might be giver evidentiary weignht in the Guyajese

proceeding, by no means will it be bind¢ng a& tﬁat c5uTt.

Since the initiation of the custady. su¢c in ueorgetoun.
the Department of Starte and cur Zmbassy im: Suyana have been
in close contact with the Stoens and their Atkorneys, both
Agerican and Guyaneza. " The Enbayqy,paggﬁtmanded all court,
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procredingg, when permivted to attend, and nas assisted the
Steoens in gaining accens to Guysnese Goverument officials.
The Znbaxxsy nas regularly bad comversations with the
OPPNIiNG etiorneys and has spoken with Mr. Jia Jones,
bozé of the Peoplets Tewple. As Mr. Jones i3 also an
Amprican citizen and entitled tc the same rights ard
protecticn as Mr. and Mrz. Stoep, the Embagsy has heen

caxrseful to avcid preivdicing the cutoowe of the Jispuce.

the

g
is the IZmbasav’s responsiblility to seek to ensure that the -

judicial) outcome 5f the dizpute resuits from & Zair and
impartial determinaticop of the me: o8 ¢f tha case, and all
of cur afforrs are =20 directed.
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