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JORN VICTOR STOEN -- REQUESTED ACTION

. LETTER to SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE (with copy o
Ashlay Bewltt, Director, Office for Carribean Affairs):

a. Asking him to direct U.S. Ambassador tc comunicate
official concern of U.S. Governmesnt and the Congress

of the U.3. that child he safely rostcr-d o pnx-nts,

b. Asking him to seek acticn by Guyanese \\”/
facilitate zafe return of c.hild by nego t.n
Jones and by all othar necessary heans.
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b. Poguasting Guyandse governmasnt ¢o fag//litate) zafe re-
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JOHN V:CC'I‘OR STOEN, Age 6, Son
2f Grace and Tixathy Stoen.

San Francisco, CaLLfomia

Now held 1llegally by Jim
Jonies, leader of Pecples
Tmpla Agricnlmal Misszion,
Jonastown, Crcgerative Republic
of Guyana, South A:nari.cn.

John Victor Stoen, now agd\ 6, was born to
Grace and Timothy Scoan 1972 and raisad in
the community of Peoples le, San Francisco,
California, of which his pymcs were active
mambers.

significant politicll force in Northerm
Caiifornis.

In JunilQT‘!,. Timocthy Stoan, them st the
Peoplas Tample Agricultural Mission in Guyana,
quit the Temple in disagresemant ovexr ita
authoricarian pructices, but left Jolm Victor
with his tsachers at the Mission. The
Mission, known az Jonestown, is in a remote
jungle area accessible anly by air or boat.
The U.S. Embassy in Georgetown, Guysna,
reaporcs that soma 850 Amsricans are bcliav.d

to be in a:syiid.mec.

- In July 1977 an magazine reported
- charges by 30 farmar Feoples Temple msmbers

that Jones centrols tha organization through
fraud, faar, phamical beatings apnd sppro-
priacion cof cha property of -its members.

Jonus thersafter resigned kis position u
Chairman of the San Francisco Housiag au-

.. thority and moved to Guyana. Ses RM
-&nmt: 15 1,977 ut:uchad.
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Problem:

o

Iz August 1277, the CTalifornia Suparicr Coust
issued an ex-parte osrder giving custedy of
Jobn Victor to Grace Stoen. Jones has nov
ri¢lessed zhs child in responeza to this order.
In September 1577, habeas corpus prnc&adinga
agiinst Jones were brought in the Suyanese
eourts, but the procesdings have been con-

" tested by Jones on prucedursl grounds snd

prograss ‘hes bean sxtremely slow., In Novenher
1977, the Stoens, still legally married
al:hcugh separated since July 197§, aprearad
togathnr in Califormia Superior Court and
ware warded joint lagsal cuszody of John
Victcf. The Couxrt ordered the Saxn Francises -
Distrist Attorney to take &1l actiomse mwces-
sary ©- cbtain releasze of the child from
vonies. Jones bhas refused to couply with this
crdexr and cantinuas to contes’ cha proceudiﬁgs ’
in Guyuna -

. Jones has claimed o be thernntural facther of

Johm Victor, but has not raised thix issus in

_sdther the Californis or Suyanese. Ceurt G
pt@euuéinga.

ALl ptr:ons invotv&d in tha.mattcr ura .5,

citizcns

‘Jones ttrc;sly raaists relezsse of tha child

and is politicalls (nfluential in the highast

circieax of the Guyaness Goverzmenc. The

court iz expected tu award custoedy to the
Stoens, but enforcoment may reguire 2 policical
decisiorn to use the Guysnsese Avmy anrd couwld
resuls in harm ¢ Jobw Vigtor or othsr in-
nocent parsons. Tha Stoems wish to evoild a
dangeroas confrontgtion with Junes and to
etlisz the aid of the U.S. and Guyanese
Gavu:nnunta tao thia and.
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Reguestad Ask the Secretary of Stars, Cyrus Vance,
Actions: to direct the U.S. Ambarsador tc Guyana to

comuunicate the official corcern of the U.S.
Gevermmment and tha Congr>ss of the United
States that John Victor Stoen he safely
rastored to his parents, ancd to furtcher
direct the U.S. Ambzssador to segk action by
tha Guyanese Govermment ts facllircate his -

. safe return by nngoriacion with Jones and all
other Necessary mMeans.

Cocommicate this concern and regquested

action directly in s letter to Forbes Burnhsm,
Prime Ministar, and Dr. Ptolexy Reld, Dcputy
Pyime Minister of Guyans.

Chronology: A caxronology of svents is amchcd
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JOHN VICTOR STOEN -- CHROROLOGY OF EVENTS

Jaxuary 25, 1972: John Viector Stoen born to Grace and
Tim:b:y Stoen in Santa Rosa, California, and
Taised in comsnmity of Peoplu Temples.

July 1975: Gracs leaves Tample.

Peébruary 1377: Timothy resigns position as Assistant
Distyict Attorney and- Specisl Prasecutor for City
of San Francisco to go to Peoples Temple Lgricul-
cural luu:l.cn in Gaysank, South Amarica. -

_ Juns 1977: Tidothy quits Peoplas. ‘r-plg,, leaving .Iohn
N Victor wich his cnehlun Guysna .

July 1977: Jim Joues, hadﬂ: of :ho P.cplu 'r-plc. is
ndmmtham ‘which is m:mes
jmhmdﬂuym _

August 1977: mwwwumnaa

parta oxder giviag custody of John Victér to- |
Crace. Jonas is notified but rafuses 1:@ permir - ek

John to te w B o
) Septembsr & and 10, 19?7. ‘nabdn eorpus procesiings 30 ‘
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Novesbexr 18, 1977: Im&ymdcrweswcuﬁzyto- '
. pmmmmmwcm and are

swazded joint legsal custody. Ths Supsrior Court
dstarmings chat it has pevrsonsl jurisdiction over
Jomes and that Jomes has been properly sarved; the

X - _.mémmtsmuhﬁmﬁmoftt&?
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Decembex 16, 1377: The U.S Departmant of State writes a
lezter te Distriet Attorney Freitsa saying in
- effect that tha State Departmsnt is unable to help
and that the "quastion of John Victor Stoen'a
custody will almost certainly be decidad by cha
Guyaresa court...on tha basis of Guyanese law."
The Guysna officials dc not respond to ¥reitas.

Dacember 1977: The Stoens zre advi.:od by their Guyanese '
lewyer that final argument ou procedural objeztions
g:hchbmamlvﬁtmlme7

7'

Jamusry &, 1978: Stoens traval from SmiPrancisco to
Gecrgatown, m. .

Jauzary 7, 1978: mw;mﬁhmamin
the habeas coxpus proceeding, maomnxa
mu&n:p.lmwbymo;.

Jangary m t1978: Lt.clumzhuima! scyument, tha court

mmm*mm:m The Stoens’
“Guyancse lawyer advises that the cutlock for a
mu,mmmmm
Jones ummuumm;maw
bchmmme&dsyl

Jamasry 13, 1978: Azasso -8 - & mouuaczmm
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Claimant Reversnd Jim Jones had actual notice cf the pendency of
tha p:ocn'odingl. of his joinder, of this court's order direccing

‘him to appear and of the instant hearing.

2. It iz also found that contrary to ~he order of this
court that Rcvc:@nd Jim Jones failed t? appear before this? court
on November 18, 1977 at 9:00 AM.

‘3. Based ‘on ttati.n:my offaced at the hearing of Novembar 18,
1977 and a written rtipulacion filed therein, the court finds
and orders that: it is in thl beat interzest of the minor child,

10 JOHNR vxm STOEN tha% h:l.s physi,ul custody, care and control be
11§ swarded to Petitioner m LOCY STCEM, his natural mother. Rea-
\12 mw;e,vin&tioﬁ*uh be ressrved o Respondent TIMOTEY O.

35 STOEN. | Petitioner and Mmadent wnl-share jeint legal custady.

14.' f com herchy fully Lﬁcczpornm by mfm:nncn the ntipulatim '
13 t the ‘parties signed on novnbur 18, 1977 and m ardc:

16 / uing therefrom. o

‘aouv-: the dm, JOES v:m srm. t:o m m__ _,

: to inn.f.imtc m&m

4. Itiscedcrodtmmmd Jinacusuiu i-udimly
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'5. It 1:0&“&&3”%2 tosmim&ﬁﬂtaftm

.[,can:mu Civil m-. uu District a ,;_;; _ . City &

._'ctth m:: o:du"; 2
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. provides to and filed with the court, the court finds and orders
j that all previous statementcs signed by either Petitioner or _
Respondent or both autkorizing cnme JOYCE TOUCRETTE, JIM JONES, or

2

3

4] any athormpariap to act as guardian of said minor child is hereby
s} declared nuli sma voia. |
. _
7

]

 J

ORDERED this 18th day of November., 1977 and zigned the 18th
day of November, 1977. | |
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1 mﬁmm Docmrof.h::isp:udmabugru 1964.

2. Wheaton Collage (Illinois): Badulnrof&rc;m 1960.
~ 3. Rocary Foundation Graduats Fellowship: Eugland, 1961-62.
4. Admigsions: California Suprema Court, 1965; MudSum&mm: 1974.
5. Mandociro Coumty (Califormia) Practice:

2. Deputy Districr Attorney (Prosecutor), 1965-67.

b. Directing Attormmy, legal Services Foundatricn, 1967-68.

‘e. Assistant Distriet Attormey (Acting County Comsel), 1970-76:

- (13 Evaluation: "Bihumofth-ﬂna:hylmh:hl’mm

andl is an . trial |

{2) Evalimtion: mmﬁMIMsuaﬂlicmy
mxi Coxty comsael.” - dewmdm.]

”6 San Fraciscn Practics: :
a. mmmﬁmmmm 1968-65. ’
¥ mmmﬁzwﬁwﬁsﬂm 1976-77-

(L) Mey 1976, mmmmmw msnmyw
rasuiting in 37 m

(2) Toverber 1975, wwmmmkmm
new "Specisl " feloty tamm. |
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Superior Crmart Artinx B. Broaddus: "He is an extremely capsble trial
& .... His work is carefisl, and procpt. Add .to this his fine
Judgment and coumon sense and you start to get am approxicstios of
the fine attomey he 1s." [4/8/75)

our Teiisnce an him is wnequivoenl."” [%{7&]

State Assechiymsn Rarry Kesa: "By virtue of his fair and public spirited
Mmmmﬁm,&?ySmmwhgmmofﬂu?
&nwd&smunﬂmm comnxity at lorpe."” [10/15/75]

Former Stanford Aasistant Professcr of Lo Jared G Carter: 'Y have the

1965, ek Tiy enjoys mot ooly my high opinion, but also the regard of the

public attoroay in the Stats of Califwwia.”  (4/15/76]

able, belisves in what he's doing, is truthful to himself exd tharefore can be

cuthful to a jury: be's & hoiie to his profession. * I would be :
to list one attomey—and 1'm saying thess words literally--not ane atoorpey 1o
the Mendocino County Bar who doss pot beliswe Tim Stosn sn horast namy, a pein-





