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| NoM  SUBJECT: Peoples Temple Investigation - James COBB ‘

‘the original allegation of a éﬁgzz§ liaison between[::::%;

an officer of this staff who interviewed Paula ADAMS in xﬂ ‘//

: b
o ' Al
Attachments:. .. /

As stated/” VL)

na ;

b& Per Department of State

In FBI Report of Investigation, date-time group 21 1752
November 1978, COBB provided hearsay allegations concerning ...

the misconduct of | ] a Consular Officer at o0
Georgetown, Guyana. This office would be grateful if F ﬁ‘l - ,
(&)

representatives could interview COBB again with the specX
purpose of eliciting ‘the following information:

1. What was his -source in the original allegation
against ? .

2. Did he have any firsthand knowledge or evidence
of any misconduct on rs part?

3. Does he know of any other Peoples Temple members
who may have firsthand knowledge of misconduct, including

and Paula ADAMS? bé
Ry . 4286 =137

This office is most intereste *in following up on thgu-ueasﬁ¥ﬁgﬁs’

information provided with a view towards locating any

firsthand: substantive sources. »0 DEC 20 978

To date our investigation has ‘found no evidence of miscopduéitm ===

.
I am enclosing

o~ P o snonnads n : ey .
on | I's_part. For your 'information

copies of | |'s sworn statement, the sworn statement
of Paula ADAMS, and -the investigative report prepared by

Geoxrgetown on December 9.
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WHO FIRST BEING DULY 5RO

My name isl| |~ pas born

[ S assigned to the american Erbassy

I currently am an

orgeto ana from August 29 1976 to August 3, 1978
as|~ | Consular Sectione Ag the/

L _|my duties brought me into frequent contact
Members of the Pecple's Temple after August, 1977,

with

Beginning with this period, the Embassy began to receive

information pextaining to alleged maltreatment of

People's Temple members 4dn Jorestown, the site of their

agricultural community. Moreover, a child custody

case

dnvolving a child with the People'’s Tomple also occurred,
As a result, People's Temple representativesg in Georgetown
(always two or three in number) would call frequently

e of their oxganization's innocence. During these
meetings these Tenple representatives always impugned
the character angd integrity of those opposed to them.

This character assassination ranged from Ancest to

transvestitism. The Temple members that I saw most

frequently were Sharon AMOS,
Maria XATSARIS and Terri JONES. I saw

Mike PROKES,

and Paula ADAMS less frequently. Later For out siX weeks,

Deborah BLAKEY became a frequent visitor unti} the
of her departure from Guyana on May 14, 1978,

tine

At no time did I ever 8ee any of the above individuals

socially or alone or in fact any member of the
organization alone. 7 have never made any sexual
advances toward any female while I was in Guyana.

$10 8pecific sexual advances were ever made by any female
toward me., I was very much aware that sexual entrapment

was a technique utilized by the People's Temple to
compronise individuals.
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James MENTORE, Deputy Commissioner of Police (Chief‘of
' Special Branch) and X had conversed on this subject and he
informed me that Paula ADAMS and several other female

People's Temple represgentatives had sexual affairs with
Guyanese officlals. - also
informed me that Paula ADAMS was one of the organization’'s
“"ferme fatales™ who was under orders to have affairs with
GOG officials. | | was JONES' former legal
adviser and| |was a member of the Inner circle
until she left the organization. They were involved in a
child custody case against the Temple in Georgetown.) From
information received concerning statements made by former
members of the Temple I was fully aware that a sexual
‘entrapment attempt might be tried on me. I was very careful
never to put myself in a situation that could be construed
as a compromising position, When Temple female representatives
canme to my office, my door was left open and my secretary
was instructed to enter at odd moments to prevent any
attempts to inveigle me into an embarassing position.

Toward the ‘end of my tour (from May to August 1978) I
always had a Vice-Consul sit with me during the meetings
primarily because I was concerned that our conversations
with the Temple representatives were being taped by then.
In this connection, Mrs. BLAKEY on May 14, 1978 informed me
that heretofore Tenple representatives had not, to her
knowledge, been taping our conversations. She warned me
that thay would begin since they wanted to have me make
statements that could later prove embarassing to me
personally or to the United States.

To reiterate, I deny categorically that I have ever had

a sexual affair with Paula ADAMS or any female representative
of the People's Temple, past or present. In addition, I
don't believe that I engaged in any activities that could

be construed as a romantic interest in, or sexual involvement
with, a female or male member of the People's Temple.

The allegation that Mr., COBB has made that Ms. ADAMS has
_ ‘tapes portraying sexual liaison between myself and hex is
completely false. There could absolutely be no true

tape with this type of scenario.

X am convinced that COBB's allegations are a result of a ploy
by Jim JONES (former head of the People's Temple) to
influence his followers not to expect any support from

ne, especlally after Mrs. BLAKEY left the Temple. As a
result of this incident, I think that JONES may have

been concerned that I was influencing members of his
organization. Thus X began to represent a threat to

the People's Temple.
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I was involved:

or elsewvhere
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in no activ

ople's Tenpl

Q

ities in Guya
e or any other.

. organization could use in an effort to exploit or coerce mne.

This statement is made of my own free will and accord

‘without promises of immunity having been made ‘to me and

without any threats, force or coercion being used against
me. I made this statement with the desire of assisting
the Department of State in its investigation.

Signed:
Subscribad and sworn to before me thie
dqy,og‘ ., 1978. r
- 8igned: :
, Speclial Agent
Office of Security
Department of State
Witness:
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. SYNOPSIS .. I
Paula Jean ADAMS, a People's Temple member, was interviewed in AL
] A N
‘ Georgetown, Guyana on Du..ember 10, 1978 relat:.ve to the allega-: _ i
tions attributed to Jamews COBIi that ADAMS engaged in a sexual :; '
‘1liaison with former U.S. Consul| | and made tape™ " " |
) recordings of their sexu:l activities for the purpose of comorom:.s:.ng .
“ ADAMS categorice Lly denied the allegat:.ons and provided ;
. a szgned affidavit to that effect. S L R
- PENDING - ' ' : N ,;
REF: Oral :mstruct:.ons from Deputy ‘Assistant Secretary for Secur.tty 4
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On December 10, 1978 Misr Paula Jean ADAMS was interviewed at the
United States Consulate, eorgetown, Guyana by the reportzng offzcer.
- Miss Nancy MASON, Americ:n Vice-Consul acted as a witness, -« ‘
It should be noted that Paula ADAMS agreed to the interview on the
= 'basis that questions would be strictly limited to an :.nvest:.gatxon of .|.:-:
E allegations of misconduct on the part of a Department of State - R AR
» employee. She indicated she would not answer questions outs:.de B
- ‘the scope of such an inquiry. . It should be noted that ADAMS ' - o
; requested to meet with her Guyanese attorney prior to consemlng e I
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The interview commented at 9:25 a.m. and terminated at 10:50 p.m.
Miss ADAMS was advir-1 of the provisions of the Privacy Act of 1974
and did not request ~onfidentiality. She did state that while the
results of the inter riew might be used to refute allegations
against | | he specifically requested that ler name not

be released to the p :ess under any circumstances.

asd

“aths W N

Mir ., ADAMS advised that she was born on January 3, 1949 at

Pendleton, Oregon. +he reported that she initially traveled to
Guyana on January 3, 1974 and has returned to the United States
on three separate oc 'asions for a period of two to three weeks

-
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ADAMS revealed she had recently been questzoned by members of T

duration in 1975, 19 7 and 1978 respectlvelv (exact dates unrecalled
although passport sk :uld indicate departures and arr;vals). She
advised she presentl. has 110 permanent residence in the United
States and resides a 41 Dennis St,, Lamaha Gardens, Georgetown,
Guyana.

Miss ADAMS was advised that allegations had been made that she

had participated in a sexual liaison with Consul] |
and had reportedly taped their activities with the 1ntent to

later use such tapes for the purpose of compromzslug

Miss ADAMS expressed what appeared to be genuine surprise and
promptly denied that such allegations were true. She reported
that she was aware that allegations had been made that she had "been
the mistress of practically everyone in Georgetown." ADAMS
commented that she co 1@ not deny engaging in relations with men.
She started to commer and when she discovered that she was
starting to provide iaformation relative to such actions, indicated
that she had no intention of commenting further. She did, however,
agaxn repeat her initial denial that she had ever partxc;pated

in sexual activity with | R

When questioned as to the nature of her contacts wzth[:::::l

ADAMS related she had seen[ ] on approximately six or seven

occasiong in his office at the Consulate., She remarked that she
had seen _ only on one occasion in his office since February of
last year (1977)., She was unable to recall any specific date

and in an attempt to reconstruct a time frame, indicated that

the meeting would have occurred sometime between late August

and November. ADAMS reported that she had never met with[ | alone
as it was not Peoples's Temple procedure to meet on a one to one
basis. She adyised that she had never, urder any circumstances,

net] alone outside of his office at the Consulate., She
did say that she had seen him on at least one occasion out at,
Jonestown and had talked with him there but there were always

others present.

- 'i s A £

the press relative to rumors and allegations that she was tape

recording her sexual liaisons and using the tapes to blackmail
the men involved, She advised that she was 11\14-'-:110 Srntarvi aw ed.: -
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by an Associated Press reporter (name unrecalled) and uategorically

denied the allegations/rumors, ADAMS remarked she hac .also been

: approached by New York Times reporter Joe TREASTER (p:onetic) who . -

4 indicated he wished to question her concerning the sprcifics.of

. a personal relationship., Miss ADAMS indicated that si:2 had

indicated to TREASTER that she 43idn't wish to talk to him, ALAMS reported
TREASTER approached her on Wednesday, December 6, 1578 the first

day of her release from house arrest., She reported tat at no time

has she been questioned ?z_memhezs1of the press regar ing allegations

of sexual relations with « Asked if she or »>ther People's
Temple members had made any tapes of conversations thay may have

W ARV i DR v waalr]

had with]| _ ADAMS remarked that neither she >r any other
members of the People's Temple, to the best of her knowiedge, had
made any tapes of conversations with[___|. She rematked that

she always felt that[  |had made tapes of the meetings in his
office. . A

whfe? PR e e @

n wnd i

ADAMS, when asked if she could account for the mention of [ |
's name and her name in conjunction with a tape, asked if
the reporting officer was referring to the KATSARIS tape., ADAMS
reported that Maria KATSARIS had made allegations against her
father, Stephen, indicating that her father had molested her

sexually and as a result, Maria did not wish to depart Jonestown

to return to live in the same house with her father. According

to ADAMS, Maria KATSARIS dictated a tape cassette outlining her
history with her father and then requested ADAMS to taiie the tape

to | |at- the Consulate. ADAMS indicated that she listened

to the tape once prior to taking it to[ | where she played it

in his presence. When questioned if she went to I's office
alone, ADAMS 'indicated that she was accompanied by Karen LAYTON,
ADAMS indicated that she did not know whether a molestation had .in
fact occurred, however, she commented that the tape made by Maria
KATSARIS was a convincing one. ADAMS reported that Mr. Stephen e
KATSARIS came to Jonestown in October, 1978 in an attempt to see . -
his daughter and was denied entry. As a result, he returned to .

Washington where he spoke with State Department officials and

L] L] ” L) R ﬁ
then made contact with Congressional officials and Guyanese “

officials at the Guyanese Embassy in Washington, D.C. ADAMS }

related that Ambassador MANN, Guyanese Ambassador to the United

States invited Mr. KATSARIS back to Guyana indicating that he = =
would make it possible for Mr, KATSARIS to see his danghter, Maria.- -
According to ADAMS, Stephen KATSARIS returned to Jonestown in ’
November, 1978 at which time he had a meeting with his daughter.
ADAMS related that Mr, KATSARIS returned to San Francisco
‘'unaccompanied by his daughter and subsequently filed a lawsuit
charging Paula ADAMS with slander., ADAMS indicated she later
learned that[:::::]refortfdly told Steve KATSARIS that she had . _
made a statement to indicating that KATSARIS had molested -,
his daughter. Miss ADAMS emphatically denied that she ever made '

ennnh a ababamand amd W Qenerm Y @p o o oo oa V2 gy PR D

- -— Al L. i RN
Suca a stacemenct anG ner involvement was limited to Taxing wne

- tape made by Maria RATSARIS tof |at Maria's specific
.. request, ADAMS was again questioned as to whether she had :

S st RN R T
. N .. . P

L TOLT LIRS PR

TS

[ X BN T UPE RSN ]

Sh.h o ake MGV el LMl Y

P Aiths 1B Ssasnded Fin Vvl A

s

o T fappem

o S LR R e 7 e

R I LY Y R




R ?mzirw OFFICIAL USE ’

- bé Per Department of State
4=

participated in the making of any tapes 5r any reason and stated
categorically that she had never made ay tapes and to the best
of her knowledge, none were made by oth r People's Temple members
in connection with their contacts with | |or other
officials of the U.S. Embassy in' George own., OFe remarked that
there was no tape recc¢ .der in the posse sion of the People's
Temple members in Georgetown that worke . She commented that

if any tapes had been made that they mu 't have been made by

others for the sole purpose of a cleare understanding as to

e ¥ TRA

e Lide

what had transpired at a particular mee ing.

Miss ADAMS was requested to describe th rela:ionship between
and the People's Temple group. S!2 reported that

was always suspect, According to ADAMS Sharon AMOS was the

principal contact of the People's Templ group with]| b

ADAMS stated that all members of the People's Temple were

required by Jim JONES to submit reports of Zheir meetings

these reports

bt {
were grors misrepresentations as to what had actually occurred
at any particular meeting. She explained that AMOS continually
strived to look good to Jim JONES and as a result, would frequently
describe what her strategy had been or what she was attempting
to accomplish at these meetings rather t}an the facts of what
had actually transpired. According to 2 'AMS, AMOS would then
interject the names of those in attendan:e as well as minute
details of portions of the discussion in an attempt to add
credibility to these reports., ADAMS commented that she felt that
the letters and reports that had been quoted in the newspaper
articles that she had seen were out of context with the events

that had actually occurred in some of these meetings where she
had been present. ADAMS admitted +hat she did not hit & off

LR i=4> 3 ~ran o wwas w Cx Y 1= - WAl Y DMIT Ml MW e llAe AL Ve

with AMOS and it was clear from her comments during the course
of the interview that there was a personality conflict as well
as a possible power struggle for position between AMOS and ADAMS.
When asked to identify others that may have accompanied her

reports and according to ADAMS, frequentlvy

Lt =2y L -——-——-i —— -

and Sharon AMOS during these meetings with or other
Embassy officials, ADAMS identified |l Apawms
stated that]| lalso made the equired reports to the Rev,

Jim JONES. She emphasized that JONES : sked for individual feedback
on every meeting that transpired. ADAMs indicated that each
individual present from the People's Temple Group would write

an individual report and reports were not to be discussed among
those who had attended. She advised that those members of the

3 d mmre o - mermane 1Y aa =T L
People's Temple in attendance would discuss the overall results

of the meeting, but would not discuss specific details as the
reports were intended to reflect the individual interpretations

of those present to the Rev, Jim JONES. The idea being, according
to ADAMS, that JONES would then have a clearer picture of what

had actually transpired. - : : '
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When{asked to describe | trips to Jonestown, ADAMS
remarked that»contraryIEEPress reports when[ | first started

visiting the settlement, ji2 did not give lists of names of those
with whom he wished to sprak to anyone. She advised that he came
to Jonestown unannounced: She complained that one of

tactics was to.call 'individuals over to his car and when they
were inside his car, woul. ask if they were being restrained and
: wished ‘to leave, She iné:catedthat as a result of these

: attemptsy to elicit inforr ition from individual members unaccompanied
; by other members of the ¢ woup, that the People's Temple would not

! let[ Jtalk to anyone inless he provided a list of names first,
ADAMS commented that the .ndividuals on[______ | 1ists were

BTy, .

frequently "social securiiy cases" and. cases generated by the concern
of relatives, She commen~2d that those on lists were

never the ones that wishe: to lz2ave Jonestown but were the ones '

who were happy residing t':ere. When asked if she had ever met with |

in Jonestown on a oue to one basis, ADAMS categorically denied
seeing | alone in Jon ‘stown on any occasion., She commented
that it was her recollection that she only saw him once in

. Jonestown sometime between February and June, 1978,

When asked if any member of the People's Temple met with| |
without others being present, ADAMS immeidately named Maria
KATSARIS, She indicated that KATSARIS met with[___ | alone,

+ ‘without being accompanied by People's Temple membggf, on several

occasions with the sole purvose being to show | that KATSARIS :

was free to move about and was not under any constraints nor ;
being held against her wil  in Jonestown. ADAMS insisted that {
in fact was the case and that KATSARIS had not been prevented from
leaving Jonestown had she decided to do SO0, ADAMS speculated

that the only other individual in the People's Temple who had been

: allowed to be with:[ lalone was. Sharon AMOS., She described

' AMOS as fanatically loyal to Jim JONES and as an individual

who possessed an inflated image of herself. ADAMS indicated that

AMOS was fanatically loyal to the man and not to the principles S
of the People's Temple, She indicated that it was possible that
AMOS may have been allowed to go to the Consulate on her own to
check on various questions that had been raised by the People's
Temple with]| as a U.S, Consular Officer.,

| ADAMS indicated -that just prior t?EEEEEEEi]departure from
o

Georgetown there wag a mrcating in ffice at which she
was present. | indiciated to the People's Temple members
that rumors had been circulating that the People's Temple was
preparing to bomb the Pegasus Hotel in Georgetown. People's
Temple members present at the meeting indicated that the
‘allegations were entirely false and an attempt to discredit .. >

the People's Temple. ADAMS commented that shortly after
departed she received information from an American who
had attended some cocktail parties in Georgetown that[ ]
had been saying that the People's Temple was planning to bomb -
the Pegasus Hotel in Georgetown., Miss ADAMS indicated that from

i
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t@is,experience she tt.ight that |

out of both

o

it was her opinion . the onl on[____1did not want to

be openly hostile was that he felt relations with the People's
Temple in Jonestown we'ld be immediately severed. ADAMS remarked
that she feels that th: presen® attacks in the press were an
effo) . to make the Pec¢.le's Temple look worse by attempting to
create an aura of intr.gue and conspiracy. She further
remarked that many of :he relatives.of People's Temple members
were no doubt hostile owards| | because "He didn't

go into Jonestown and _ull them out by their hair".

Miss ADAMS indicated t-.at the People's Temple had made a decision
that they would not ta:k further with the press due to the
pending Grand Jury act.on in Georgetown as well as the misrepre-

: Aanre tn +ha nithliehald aréintac +hav
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Sen%atiuxl of their ste ements in the published articles they

had gained access to. ‘She volunteered that they haddso learned
on Thursday, December 7 trat the FBI was picking up the reporters
and interviewing them upon their return to New York City from
Georgetown. -She stated that she further felt that a number of
people in the People's Temple who might have cooperated would now.
be closed mouth due ‘to the fact that they would not know what

_effect any discussions they might voluntarily enter into would

have on their future well-being.

Miss ADAMS again categr'zically denied that she had ever at .any
time engaged in sexual activity with | L She
avowed that she had not taped any conversations with| |

Ve meeY o T 2 mndead Lhad Shara rrayr

and to the best of her knowledge indicated that there were
tapes made of any meetings or conversations with |
She indicated her willingness to execute a sworn statement
denying the allegations that had been made. She reiterated
that it was her opinion that the People's Temple relationship
with | | was one of mistrust and strained while not
openly hostile,

(o)
~

3

L P






