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MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1978

wcal’ Error Jeopardzzes Pirt Major PustBakke Case

«MAn szm..
S T

ilNGTON DC. It'salawyers
mare — & one-word clerloal error
nay have changed the course of
term's most important” posts
¢ Supreme Court case.

riog oral argument.Dec. § of

the Justices were far more con:
M

HIGHLIGHTS

y of Los Angeles v. Davis (17

cernedaboutwhatonelawyerkeptcal
ling “a mere oversight” than they-
were about the constitutionality of
racial quotas or whether Intent to dls.
criminate s a necessary element of
Hability under U.S.C. Section 1981 —
the two broad issues the Davis case
was expected to resolve,

The oversight was that the most ims
 portant plaintiffs were Jeft out of the
case — a class action charging that the
Los Angeles Fire Department had
used & written. exam that black and
Hispanic applicants did badly on. The
Jast tme the test was used to rank ap-
plicants was in 1969,

~ The plaintitfs included In the class
were "present and future” job applis

pears from the questloning that there
s & consensus on the Supreme Court
that the plaintiffs didn't have any
standing to sue for tha! relief because
none of them were “past applicants
who had bheen hurt by the test,

A, Thomas Hunt of the Center for
Law In the Public Interest In Los
Angeles, arguing for the class, admit-
ted under questioning that, strictly
speaking, the case was on shaky legal

_ground,

‘Hard to Justify’

“We must concede that the scope of
this action did not Include past job ap-
plicants,” he told the court. "And we
must concede that the named plaintiffs
suftered no injury. And loglcally from

that s muat nannods that tha raliaf

Its Tlme

gd Faced at the ngh Court To Shce

The Pie -

Year-End Pﬂﬁt Spl)'t
Is a Touchy Tash

With No Model Metﬁ(;d |

. N
i

B James $, GRANELLI
ValioulllawjuruI'&ulljlcpoﬂcl .
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WITH THE END of the year at hand, .

many law {lrm partners will be trying
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 Monday: December 18, j978
Mark Lane

«BY MAxTIN Fox . -
SM-MMM-M ¢ =

»

“WHERE THERE fs deat and”
tragedy, Morrors of nuunﬁ:nbtg: )
proportions that tear at the very fa'

Of American soclety, there Mark Lan:

+ 18 Xkely o De found. .

During the Past 13 years, degianing
With the assassimation of President
Keanedy that Jaunched Xirs
Rational scene with AcCusations of con-

- spiracy, through the masy suicide-

Jonestown, Lane ‘Bas managed to
weave himself into the Pudlic’s con-
+ 8ciousneas, .

There are very few episodes of
Rational importance over Lthe past two *
decades ta which e flamdoyant at-
torney das not beea tavolved fa one
form or another,

Persons who Temembder him from
his early politica) days I New York

L after Law S5
Schoo! 1a 2951, aee no difference ia his s
modun operandi thea and now,
On the Scene ¢ "

"All Mark was interested ta ta those
days was to Pick up an tasue and run
WD " recalled New York State

'Supreme Court Jodge Bentley Kassal,
a former Colleague, *He was 200stly

Haaden o i O T TR = - . -~ RN - -

.
James Jones, the demented Jeader of
the Peoples Temple, Because of his as-
soclation with Jones, Lane, along wity
$an Francisco attorney Charles Gar.
Fy. weat along with Representative
Leo Ryan on the ll-fated fact-finding
trip last month to Guyana that touched
off the “holocanst.™
What the anti-Lane elements want
the Jegal profession to Iavestigate are
bis statements tmmediately . defore
and after the world learped of the mass
deaths of the cultists,
Before Jones Jed or forced his fol.
»Jowers to take thelr own lives, Lane
Was quoted as Saying that the
“American inteltigence <ommunity

conspiring to destroy the Peoples Tem.-
Ple. X October, & press release fasued
Dy the cult attributed the folowing
Quote 1o Lane:

“It makes me alrnost weep to see

5Uch vast poteatia] for the humap
Spirit and souw! of this country to be
Cruelly assaulted ¥y the inielligence
oOperations.™ .

And then, fa what opponents call
vintage Lane, he added this media-
Erabding vow, via a talent honed to o
fine perfection: *, , , Before the dust
seitles, we are EOIng 0 Jeary o great
deal adout the of the con-
splrators against tAis organization and

intereated 1a fensationalism,
everylding else became secondary,
He'd pick up an lasye and roflk it for aXt -
X was worth, thea forget adout .=

©  His crftics malntais BOLhIng has :
changed, referring to him month Fepresesting James Earl Ray bef
Opportuniat devoid of any Altrulstic or Lane sow iavolved ia a “Rush %0 Judg,
denevolent Purpose, emdarked upon ‘ < -
4 pever-ending Journey of egotistical - . - - -

Mark Lane was mog, y interested in - . -

A hs books, ‘sudstasiial tees Sensationalism, everything else became secondary.
radio » » - k) .
He'd pick up an issue ang milk s, -, 0 "

MARK LANE's most recest burst upon

television appearances, promoting

whatever issve. 19 Presently

fashionadle that wik give Aim pudlic
Ure,

B

- e

nembder of the Tennessee Bar, (H; isa '

z lcal of & Lane operation, o
member of the New York Bar v e v

only.) . insist, came 3a 1970 After be pudlished
It was his constant agitating that he “Conversations with Ameriz:m." a
“new taformation™ t0 uncover ook of Interviews with Vietnam
“conspiracies™ tn the nurders of Xen- veterans. James Kunen, ta his
prep to nedy and King that led tothe House As- - Yook “Standard Operating Procedure,
sl « Sassinations Compmittee Feopening the Noteg of & Draft-Age American,*
:Vuel, 'l":i: mns?mec sustained the  wyirey that the Lane book “became the
: arren Com. o findings concern- target of some criticiam when ft was
The inquiry fs not surpristag, Ing the Geaths of Kennedy and Opward, found that some of his sources Aad
of " Dever been where they said they'd

witnessed crimes, .
Todd Ensign, a leader i the
ietman Veterans Against the War,
8aid Lane wanted to hold mock trials

James Xarl Ray f45eq
Judgment™ ta 1066, the bestuener 3ad not 1a fact kilieq the civi) rights '
which cutinteg‘lhc Warren Commj:l Jeader, alhougn Iavestigators found
sion’s the bhad bee: b
Presidest Keasnedy, which later forognce ,?;;;.:m“w““’,. 2 been of hia book.” Ensiga M

becmelbebuhtorlﬂlmolmenme with anotber movement leader, io
title which Lane helped to produce, Rights & Indlane t quoted as saying “they feXt Lane 2ad
givea the whole business of war.

A D4 Dook arising out of the
edy oS Crimes revelation a dad Bame.” The
o

Kenedy ““"“n“.h';:ch“h: I Whepma e
en’s ” in 1968, e w vious question Is w! e was
' ggxea m“c?ﬁumwnmm media work on belalf of the . prore Iaterested ta the cause or hig
With engaging 1a & conspiracy to keep CIvil rights movement in the South ty royalties.
him from telling the American people ~The Jonestown tragedy 1s the Jatest
the truth abdout example of what his opponents see as
this uncanny adllity to oCcupy the
Hmelight and begia & personal ex.
ll:cloluhon. iﬂhon\evorda b‘:t‘d deeds w or
k of the ¥ w= defore and after
Convention 2 1968, & book followed, the slaying of mationa} Jeaders also
»Chicago Lyewitness.™ ©on

. . more often,
- Move to Memphts ) Imovement already Ia motion 48 reveal the true aature of the man,
¢ * His role 1a the Vietnam anti-war proceededlorrmumuxtwn.byu-' Loea s .
fampaign produced & book, and only ing %0 the maximum his “talent for " Ireale Twist
last year, be wrote “Code Name Zor- - In pushing for some formal dar to.
;‘o," dealing with the Assassization of to make Am and the cause YR~ vestigation to determine whether he

artin Luther King and the role of onymous and as one, violated a dasic ethicaltenet that ma
James Eart Ray. It was his represen- This for the t Das  Dave resulted tn the needless deathy of
tation of Ray that Jed hira to ShIft Bis  caused €ritics to call Lane eve dundreds, critics note ronically that

Mome and dusiness Isterests to from a "demogoxne" to a
Mermphis, :Tenn., far from s ‘vcb.ﬂntm.", New York Times colum-  himaself trom o self-made dilens,.
residence at 339 East 77th Street 1 nist Anthony 814 he was the For ressons not yet fully clear me
ManRattas when he was an as. “‘¢hef ghoul of American assss. Pperhaps because of their folnt activity
sepbdlyran, fa Memphis, be Operates ginations™ 4and Mary McGrory called in the past on behalf of dlacks and o
--& small law firm although not a hiza & “scavenger, dians = Lane became counsel to

¥

agaiast tagy experiment jia
Jonestown,* o .
But aftee the activist attorney dare-

others were funned down at the air.
Port ¥y Jones® followers w Lane now
" had a ditferens version. Although aa Ia-
vestigation by dis own “Citizens Com-
* znission of Toquiry™ earlier nad found
Bearly utopia-like corditions Jan

terridly bad was £oIng to Dappen.
Lane was quoted 1a The New York
‘Timen ag stating: “Jones turned Lo
Jook at me and I'ra telung you 2 saw a
death warrant ia bl eyes.*
And how did Lane manage to es-

“that T wil? de adle 10 tell the world

about the Jast minutes of Jonestown,™ |

- According to Critics, the ethical
Prodiess from all this is that Lane w it

Ris after-the-fact statements are to be

believed tu might bave been conceal-
Ing Iaformation of a crime to be com-
- mitted. Lane was quoted as saying he

a3 & way of legitimizing himpert ang Eive this faformation to Ryan, dut to
promoting

RO One else,

+ Efforts 1 interview Lane for this
article were unsuccesatul,

Lane antagoaists are wary of
anything he das to say dased upon his
Words and deeds of the past and what
they think motivates the MR - an Mn-

<satiadle desire or obsession to e ot In
front. “His attitude is me Lrst.” recal-
led Todd Ensign of his days with Lane
1n the anti-war movement,

"Russell D, Hemenway, the ex-
ecutive director of the Corsmirtee for
An Effective Congress, Tremembers

" Lane from when the latter was beginn.
Whpolﬁclhthezmﬂukmncbon
of Manhattas, a neigdhood then and
Bow made up primary of the poor,

“It was obvious lbreya that Mark was

' marching toa ditferent drummer,” he
824, “Even thea there was a con-
spiratorial atr about Mm. He was a
loner, He was always looking for a dan-
dle to get pudlicity,™

Hemenway emphasized anotder
Tactor abowt Laoe that acquaintances
ATV yas validity: »He <dida care
Buch for the facts, as long as ke could
ride the crest™ -

Hemeaway sald that Mark Lane
Conttnued on page 15 l

’
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Mark Lane: Harlem to Dallas to Guyama

Continued from poge it
was not Bis real same. He beXeved his

,sursame was the anglicized version

from Russian or Polish, As for the first
name of Mark, Hemeaway said he took
£t for political purposes, because the
pighly popular congressmas in the
area bad beea the Jate VIto Marcan-
tonlo, commonly known, as “Mare™ ta
the community, and aa intimate of
Mayor Fiorello LaGuardis. I think
Lare even apelled Bis name as
M-A-R-C," Hernenway reminisced.

Evidence to support Lane's
penchast for “high visidility,™ as a
former colleague put It, for newspaper
and televison television coverage,
Qates dack at Jeast t0 1960 whea be suc-
cessfully ran for a seat ia the New
York State Asseradly as & reform can-
didate of the ciXy's Democratic party.
During the campaign he charged
threats were made against three of his
aides and demanded police protection.
Later that year, when two mea were
arrested at & political rally for, what
they clalmed, was booing Governor
Rockefeller, Lane Jumped 12 a3 thelr
defense counse]l and Immediately
served a subpoeaa on the Governor to
testify at theiz trial.

For the next two years, ha and out of
the Asserably (matnly out, detractors
recollect, saying be had a high rate of
absenteelsm}, Lane made a ot of noise
representing tenants In widely
publicized Jawsulta agalnst Jandlor
& 304 lssue 1a & tesant-oriented
clity: getting hizoself arrested ta Mis-
sissippl for tryiag to integrate
facilities at an airport: making
Deadlines Dy axnouncing aa investiga-
tioa of tde arrest of *'Freedom
Riders.” He also took part tn Mn—the-
Domd demonstrations and rep

vivid of Lanes opporeunhm * He ad-
ded, “Al De wanted to do was p‘a.b
pobucny

‘Jan 2062, Lane sought ue
Democratic nomination for Congreas,
Dut never garvered sufficient reform
backing to make % to the primary. He
did pot aeek election to the Assezadly.

Little was beard from Lane wntl)
late 1963, following the assaasination of
President Kennedy. He ahowed vp in
Dalas, a move with repercussiona that
bave yet 10 end. Qbservers credit his ar
rival 1o his tajeat at “Deing where the
action 1s** and being adle 1o sense that
a cosspiracy theory could get
‘widespread publicity.

He first made his presence feR
when he petitioned the newly formed
Warrea Coromission 10 bave aa at-
toroey pamed to defend the interests of

*Ruah w J\\d(men!‘" w’bﬂlbed in
3966, castigating the Warren Commis-
slon’s conclusions on the murders of
Kenpedy and Oswald, It Decame a beat
seller, and earaed Lane substantial
royalties.

‘Lane was attscked from various
Quarters for his dook, leading to bim
being called “a literary scavenger.™

The Reporter called the book “tran-
sparently malicious or ignorant.” The
New Republic deacrided Lane's
defense of the ook and hia “ceaseless
attacks on the mass media” as “a
search for personal pudblicity.” -

But with 2ach outburst of criticiszn
at Lane and “Rush 10 Judgement,”
sales dncreased. And Lane fueled the
promotion by, from time 1o time, issu-
ing statements or bolding news con-
ference alleging “powerful forces™

Laaaee T R

'

A report says Lane is preparing :
10 begin a lecture tour on his experiences
,in Jonestowon, in conjunction with a book.

Lee Harvey Oswald, He also luueated
that Oswald's wmother driag sult
against Dalasg for the death of her m
while ia police custody, although b
reportedly stopped short of wbﬂcb
stating he would like Lo represent her,
X any event, Mrs. Oswald subsaquently
retalned Lane to represent her son
Yefore the Commission, A sudden
switeh?

Allegation after alegation, some
wthmuh. some mcredibXe. some Im- |

protesters who were arrested.

Lane's political support degan to
deteriorate whea colleagues aensed
what his mission apparestly was.
Bentley Kassal, now a New York State
Supreme Court Justice, who was active
1a Dezocratic reform circles with
Lane and an Assemdlyman at the
same time, s2id Lane was faterested
“only 1» Dullding up s ows mo con-
stituency, bis ows ittle group.”

Kassal, like others faterviewed,
said they were not the Jeast surprised

. by Lane’s prormotion of s conapiracy

theory 1a the Kennedy assasaipation or
s otder activities, Ineludlnz
Jonestown.

“My reaction was, *There hé is 1a
the middle of where the action 12", he
recalled. “I wasn't at a} mrhed.'j

Assembdly Confreatation

The incident still vivid 1a masny
wminds is his attempt to have the As-
semdly Speaker, Joseph Carlino, cen-
sured for an alleged conflict of Interest
arising out of his tes to a compasy

faBlout shelters. He charged
Carlino, one of the state’s most power-
fwl political figures, dad concealed this
toterest in supporting legislation for s
program of fallout shelters statewide
as & civilian defense neceasity,

The Assemdly Ethics Committee
found no dasis for a conflict, and R
findings were adopted by the full As-
sembly by a 1451 vote, with Lane
being the only Qissenter,

Kassal remembders Lane telling
hixa he Rad ro Intention at all of seek-
ing & censure of the Speaker and was
primarily interested fn the publicity &
waa generating. His fatest may dave
been detected by his referring the case
10 the State Commission of Investiga-
tion, whose Jurisdiction is only over
crim}aal matters. The SCI referred the
case 10 the Assembly Ethics Commit-
tee, where % ahould properly Bave
beea brought tn the first place since bo
criminality was alleged.

riino, who bas since retired from
elective politics and {s an attorney and
skilled Jodbyist on Long Island and 1a
New York City, said the Image 1a still

d as false, Degan
to flow from Lane, who used the
pudlicity 1o promote a series of fee-
producing lecture tows here and ia
Europe. The proceeds, be sald, would
‘go to the Oswald farly, aAXhough Uttle
evidence was reported that such ac-
Roally ocowrred.

Among Lane’s accosations to sup-
yort the theory Qhat Oswald did not
8hoot the President wan a statement
atiriduted to Oawald's mother that she
Bad been 1014 Dy Oswald’s wife that the
gun used to kill the President &id not
belong 10 her husdand. The Oswald
widow Lamediately denied this.

Lane thena¢harged the FBI 1a-

‘vestigation was {sadequate and waa
failing 10 get 1o the heart of the *con-
dpiracy.’ Later, he 1014 a news con-
ference (mauch of Lane’s accusations
over the years were made at pews ¢on-
ferences, tncluding one recently fol-

Jowing the Jonestown massacre) that,

beudlupeohmveruﬁonmu
eye t0 the tion who
said the shots were fired from fa front
of the President’s car, not from the
Texas Schooldook pontory. which
had beea conclusively provea.

“Lane detractors matatain ml o
substantial evidence 2as yet to be un-
covered that anyone other than Osweld
killed the President. But with a pudlic
stunned and baving &itficulty benem
that as act of such ignominy could de
carried . out By one Individual dy
himselt, the theory of a conspiracy
became fasciaating vews, and also
pmsded Lane wit) the hmco of “an
expert™ of sorts. .

Wi his reputation growing, Lane
proceeded 0 plant other conapiratorial
seeds such as that the testimony of
Oswald's widow was ™a classic exam-
Pple of brainwashing dy the Secret Ser-
vice and the FBI" evidence that
paratiia tests rafsed doudts that
Oswald fired the fatal abots, another
 eyewitness, this one claiming that
" sorpeone pot titting Oswald’s deacrip-
tion killed J.D. Tippett, the Dallas
policersan killed dy Oswald shortly
after the assassination.

The pet result of Lane’s favolve-

ment In the iavestigation was the book

4

were blocking the trth about the as-
saasination, The “powerful sources™
were never revealed.

» X 1968, cashing in on the media
publicity generated dy his first dook,
Lane wrote *A Ciizen’s Diasent.™
That, 100, reportedly, bad respectadle

es.
Asth-War Movement -

!tvultthllpolnlmtwkhme
‘s appetite for conspiratorfal
theories beglaning to dizinish, Lane -
turned bis attentions to the anti-war
movement, particularly the reports of
atrocities deing committed dy.
Americans. The campaign was well
wnder’ way:whes Lane arrived. He
started slow but came on very fast,
Todd Ensign, who was & leader of
the Vietaara Veterans Against the
War, s stil} Ditter seven years later
4bout Lase’s role. He becme a-
d with the oL, be re-
Laze dad d
“some kind of lega) adviser Lo actress
Jane Fonda,™ one of the most promi-
nenf and outspoken of the war's critics.
~An a result, we were stuck with e
guy." be explained, “dut we wereat
comfortable with him. He waa & Joner,
arrogant, with aa Imperial attitude,™

The fallout resulted from Lane's
vook, *‘Conversationa with
Americans,”™ purportedly reporting
actual atrocities by veterans. Ensign
3ald the ook was ‘“wnsudatantiated,”
* adding, “He was odlivious to reality or
facts, just completely reckleas with the
issuen, It was an ego thing.” Veterans
Quoted by Lane were outraged by what
he attriduted to them.

»Anybody familar with combdat
knows this wasn't the way things were
done,” Enaign said. He sald in an fnter-
View that when Lane was asked to dis-
associate himself from the movesent,
bhe decame delligereat and hostle,
“1'm gonna erush you.” Ensign quoted
him as stating.

+ At one point, with the movement ta
financial dificslty, Enaiga
remembered, “Lase refused to give us
a dime even though De 3ad just
received a substantial advance for

™ 4

% Enaign, pow & New York attorney,
added, “I'mn not Quite sure he lan't the
total entreprenevs.”

In 1978, he turped Xis attention o
the prodlems of the American Xndians,
mainly fa the “Wounded Kaee™ fncl-
dent in which a Dand of 250 arwed In-
&ann seized a government reservation
in South Dakota. Lane proceeded to
become as outapoken advocate of In-
dSan rights, aRhough there ia Ittle
evidence be expressed interest tn thelr

» a b
e

cause yntil “Wounded Knee™ decarme.
s mational jasue, In the sudsequent
trial of the leaders Lane overshadowed
Dis clients dy alleging varjous
nefarious Geeds by the government, in-
<huding an sssawit on his person. At
one point during the trial, be and other
defense attorneys vociferously c¢hal-
Jenged a Judge’s reling and were
physically removed from the

.

Folowing *Wounded Knee," Lase
attempied to resurrect an old chestaut

. with a timely new development we the
disappearance and presumed murder
of former Teamster president Jimmy
Hotfa. His “Citizens Commission of h-
Quiry.” of which he was director, al-
Jeged that the slain union leader mxhl
Bave pad ties to Jack Kudy, the kiXier
of Lee Harvey Oswald,

The next year, he caught the pudlic
attention's with the accusation that
Rudy worked for the FBI and Oswald
Ay Bave also, a cruclal Mak to his
conspiratorial theory on why the ¥FBI
failed 1o properly investigate the as-
sassination.

+As conspiratorial Useonel con-
tinved to flourish concerning President
Kennedy and Martia Lutber King,
thanks is 2o small part 1o Lane, the
House Assassinations Committee
degan an extensive favestigation
based upon allegedly *‘new.infor-
mation™ it had received. The informa-
ton, #t was reliadly reported by com-
mittee sources and the media, came
majialy from Lane, There was no
evidence to dispute that'Oswald and
James Earl Ray were the Xkillers.

The iatriguing aspect of the reopen-
ing of the King assassination was that
Ray was pow Ddeing represented dy
Mark Lane, How Qid Lane get hirosell
another controversial client? The pate
mansged 10 capture some prime-time
television expoaure on the nightly news
Aand page 1 stories i 7040y newspapers
when the compmittee held 3 hearings
earlier thia year,

Lane's favolvemest with Ray
produced the book, “Code Name Zor-

** published jast year.

ane detractors and cynics polat
out hia latest exploits, Ia connection
with the Jonestowa deaths, fit nicely
a0 his old pattern of startling. media-
gradbiag deadlines, Newspaper
reports said 4 womas « described as
Jones’ chief adralnistrator with access
to eillions of dollars ia People Temple
funds untal her defection ta October w
dad been placed in hiding by Lane as
protection against cultists, The dis-
closyre was made as reports cir-
culated that the cult had 310 million fa
secret baak accounts arovsd the
world.

The Cult's Money

Lane followed this wp by stating
that he learned from this defector, Ter-
71 Buford, that all the money had beea
putiathe name of 2 woman who Gied in
the killings and suicides. The womas’s
Delr, a s0n, was sald by Lane to want to
use the yaoney *to help the survivieg
membders come dack.” Lave sald de
would represent the unindentified belr
and tarn oyer his fee to “survivors’
relatives 50 they can uae & to get the
bodies back home.™

Two other reports emasating frore
the Jonestown deaths and his presence
there seern 1o fit a familiar pattern.

One das it that Lane, a day after his

nia escape, was laterviewed 02 the

telephone by a Washington, D.C, radio
Talk show, AA effort 10 Degin & new
promotion?

A second says that Lane is prepar-
3ng 10 Degin & lecture tour 0n his ex-
periences in Jonestowaand Dis
relationship to Jones, Ia copjunction
with a forthcoming dook.

Ruoasell Hemeaway reflecting on
Lase’'s new role in relation to
Jonestown, remarked, *It Jooks kike a
1ot of the sarme 014 thing, Soesa’t KT

< 118 % bere we go again?






